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Preface 


The Oxford BBC Guide to Pronunciation gives guidance on 
the pronunciation of names, words, and phrases. Despite its 
A-Z format it is not so much a dictionary as a collection of 
particular pronunciations which are tricky, much debated, 
curious, or exotic. It is intended for students, teachers, actors, 
journalists, broadcasters, and anyone interested in ‘saying 
things right. The pronunciations are given in an easy-to-read 
phonetic respelling and also in the system familiar to users of 
larger Oxford dictionaries, the alphabet of the International 
Phonetic Association (IPA). Information panels and notes 
discuss particular pronunciation issues in more detail. Its 
compact size means that it can be accommodated on a 
crowded desk, or even slipped into a bag, and be referred to 
quickly. The book’s main source is the BBC Pronunciation 
Unit's own database, and the wide range of topics and 
languages covered reflects the great diversity of the BBC’s 
output. 


Since its earliest days the BBC has taken pronunciation 
very seriously. Lord Reith, the first Director General, set up an 
Advisory Committee on Spoken English in 1926. This 
committee included Robert Bridges, the then Poet Laureate, 
playwright George Bernard Shaw, and phonetician Daniel 
Jones. Their task was to advise announcers on ‘words of 
doubtful pronunciation’; they also turned their attention to 
place names in the British Isles and beyond. The committee 
was disbanded with the outbreak of the Second World War. 
Since then the provision of pronunciation advice within the 
BBC has been the responsibility of the full-time staff of the 
Pronunciation Unit. Like our predecessors we are linguists 
with specific skills in phonetics and languages, and our remit 
is broad: to research and advise on the pronunciation of any 
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name, word, or phrase in any language required by anyone in 
the BBC. It is on our work, and our collection of approximately 
200,000 pronunciations, that this book is based. 

For this reason we owe particular thanks to all our prede- 
cessors in the Unit and the Advisory Committee, on whose 
shoulders we stand. We are also indebted to the editors of the 
English pronunciation dictionaries which are always at our 
elbow as we work, especially John Wells, Clive Upton, Peter 
Roach, and Jane Setter, and to those of pronunciation diction- 
aries in other languages, in particular Duden Aussprache- 
worterbuch, Larousse Dictionnaire de la Prononciation, and 
RAI Dizionario d’Ortografia e di Pronunzia. Thanks are due 
to Angus Stevenson, James McCracken, Judy Pearsall, and 
Gillian Evans at OUP, and to Trish Stableford for proof- 
reading. At the BBC, this book would not have got off the 
ground without the support of Guy Strickland, Jenny Martin, 
and Chris Cullen, and would not have stayed in the air without 
Martha Figueroa-Clark and Nick Marcus. 


Lena Olausson 
Catherine Sangster 


Note on trademarks and proprietary terms 


This dictionary includes some words which have, or are asserted to 
have, proprietary status as trademarks or otherwise. Their inclusion 
does not imply that they have acquired for legal purposes a non- 
proprietary or general significance, nor any other judgement 
concerning their legal status. In cases where the editorial staff have 
some evidence that a word has proprietary status this is indicated in 
the entry for that word by the label trademark, but no judgement 
concerning the legal status of such words is made or implied thereby. 
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About the book 


Our job in the BBC Pronunciation Unit is to help broadcasters 
correctly pronounce anything they may need to say, and this 
book is a distillation of our advice. Compared to a standard 
pronunciation dictionary, therefore, its contents are more 
varied and the balance is shifted away from words towards 
proper names and other encyclopedic entries. The pronuncia- 
tions we have chosen include those for famous people, capital 
cities, rivers and other geographical features, plants and 
animals, food and drink, scientific terms, drugs and diseases, 
musical instruments, composers and their works, and charac- 
ters from literature and myth. We have selected only those 
words and phrases which we believe a native speaker of 
English might be unsure how to pronounce, rather than 
supplying a larger, more exhaustive set of lexical items. Any 
such selection process will of course be subjective, and our 
broad scope means that many interesting pronunciations will 
inevitably be missing from this small book. However, we 
decided it best to adopt a magpie-like approach, informed by 
the usual eclecticism of a day’s work in the Pronunciation 
Unit, where we regularly flit from news stories to music to 
drama to quizzes or science programmes. 


For each entry (with the exception ofa few family names for 
which multiple pronunciations are possible) we give just one 
correct pronunciation. Where more than one pronunciation 
would be acceptable we do not list all the possible slight 
variants, but where variant pronunciations are significant or 
noteworthy they are discussed in a note. The pronunciations 
must reflect one particular accent, and in most respects this is 
the standardized accent of British English known as Received 
Pronunciation. However, our English pronunciations do not 
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reflect any systematic model of RP in terms of features such 
as yod coalescence (ch and j instead of ty and dy in words 
like Tuesday and seduce): for this level of detail readers should 
consult an English pronunciation dictionary such as the 
Longman Pronunciation Dictionary, the Oxford Dictionary 
of Pronunciation for Current English, or the Cambridge Eng- 
lish Pronouncing Dictionary. This topic is discussed further 
in the Respelling and IPA sections of this introduction and 
also the panel on BBC English. 
Gaddafi, Mu’ammer (also Qaddafi) 

Libyan head of state 

muu-um-uhr guh-dah-fi /mu,ama(r) 

ge'da:fi/, Arabic [mu'amma(r) 

qad’dz:fi] 

© Established anglicization; see ARABIC 

panel. 


Personal names are listed surname-first for ease of location, 
although pronunciations of full names are given in their 
natural order. Significant variant spellings are given, as are 
unusual plural forms. If both a non-standard plural and 
a regular -s plural are possible, this is indicated in a note. A 
brief definition indicates nationality or language where 
appropriate, and helps confirm that you are looking at the 
right entry: this is not a full-scale dictionary-type definition. 
The pronunciation is given first in respelling, and then in IPA; 
in some cases native IPA will also be given in square brackets. 
Cross-references and indications of established anglicizations 
are given in short (bulleted) notes, and longer notes (between 
tuled lines) discuss more complex aspects such as variant 
pronunciations or common mispronunciations. 


Abbreviations used: 

AM = American English pl. = plural 

BR = British English sing. = singular 
Pronunciation policy 


How does the Pronunciation Unit decide what the ‘right’ 
pronunciation is? Our work is mostly concerned with foreign 
pronunciations, and here we consult native speakers as often 
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as possible. The BBC World Service currently broadcasts in 
over thirty languages, and we work closely with the different 
language teams. We have a network of contacts outside the 
BBC, such as embassies, universities, and museums. We also 
hold a wide range of specialist pronunciation dictionaries and 
other written material that has been collected since the days of 
the Advisory Committee on Spoken English. 

All our foreign pronunciations are subject to a degree of 
anglicization. Our general aim is to reeommend pronuncia- 
tions that are as close as possible to the native language in 
question, but modified slightly so that they still flow naturally 
in an English broadcast. The level of anglicization has altered 
over the years as broadcasters and audiences have become 
more familiar with the sounds of foreign languages and the 
BBC has served an increasingly global audience. There 
are also what we call established anglicizations, which are 
foreign names that have accepted English forms, either of 
both spelling and pronunciation (e.g. Warsaw for Polish 
Warszawa), or just of pronunciation (e.g. Paris). We always 
recommend that established anglicizations are used wherever 
they exist, as using a native pronunciation instead can confuse 
the listener, or even sound affected. For more on this topic, see 
the Anglicization panel. 

Personal names, foreign or English, are researched with the 
owner of the name whenever possible. 

For English place names our aim is to recommend a stan- 
dardized version of the local pronunciation. However, the 
Pronunciation Unit has never issued any recommendations in 
regard to British dialects, so we would certainly not insist that 
someone with a northern accent use a long ah in Bath, even 
though that is the local pronunciation—and vice versa for 
Newcastle. Where more than one form is used locally it can 
still be useful to recommend a single pronunciation, for the 
sake of consistency. 

When deciding on recommendations for particular 
English words we rely heavily on other specialist English 
pronouncing dictionaries. Sometimes our particular experi- 
ence can guide us on certain words that always seem to cause 
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controversy. Our advice on words like kilometre, schedule, and 
controversy itself, for which more than one pronunciation is 
listed in the many dictionaries we consult, is that both 
pronunciations are acceptable and can be defended if we 
should receive complaints. However, programme makers 
sometimes find it useful to know if audiences dislike one 
particular form, and may in certain contexts find it ‘safer’ to 
go for the more traditional pronunciation. When providing 
this context for our users we make it very clear that it is not a 
judgement of right and wrong on our part, and we do our best 
to encourage announcers to use whichever form feels natural 
in their speech. 

Our aim is to reflect current spoken language, not, as some 
people think, to set and uphold a fixed standard for all 
to emulate. This is no easy task. Language is in constant 
flux, and it can be tricky to avoid ‘holding back the tide’ by 
recommending pronunciations which are too old-fashioned, 
while at the same time not giving ‘new’ pronunciations before 
they have become established. We want to acknowledge 
language change, not instigate it ourselves. 


Panels 

Panels discussing pronunciation of specific languages, as well 
as some other topics, are dispersed throughout the book. We 
have included panels on Accents, Anglicization, Arabic, BBC 
English, Clicks, Czech, Dutch, French, Gaelic, German, Greek, 
Italian, Japanese, Latin, Polish, Portuguese, Spanish, 
Swedish, Tone, and Welsh, and top ten lists of mispronuncia- 
tions, pronunciation complaints, and most frequently asked 
pronunciations. They appear in the appropriate place in the 
alphabet in the A-Z text. 

These brief discussions are based on language notes put 
together by past and present members of the Pronunciation 
Unit. Native speakers and various reference books were also 
consulted. The panels are intended to provide an overview of 
the pronunciation of the language in question, giving some 
specific pronunciation tips and spelling-to-sound conversions 
where possible, in line with our anglicization policy. They are 
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not intended to give a complete account of that language. We 
often refer to these panels in the main text, when we feel that 
the context they provide can be of interest and help clarify a 
recommendation, for example in the many Latin entries. 


Respelling 

The BBC Pronunciation Unit uses an in-house phonetic 
spelling system for all written recommendations. It is based 
on English spelling conventions and should be easily under- 
stood by anyone whose native language is English. We do not 
expect programme makers to be able to use the alphabet of the 
International Phonetic Association (IPA). 

The phonetic respelling used in this dictionary is based on 
that used in the Pocket Oxford English Dictionary, but 
is similar to the BBC in-house system in many ways. As with 
the BBC system, it is based on the sounds of English with the 
addition of some common non-English sounds such as the 
front rounded vowels found in French and German. 


Consonants 
bas in bat kh as in Scottish rasin red 
chortchasin loch or German s asin sit 
church ich (IPA will sh as in shop 

dasinday disambiguate) t asin top 

: las in leg th asin thin 
f asin fat : are 
gusineet m ASIN) eat th asin this 

: Nas in not Vv asinvan 
Heeia hee ngas in sing W asin will 
hl as in Welsh Ulan ng-gas in finger y asin yes 
jasinjam nk as in thank Zz asin zebra 
kasin king Pasin pen zh as in vision 
Vowels 
aasincat uh as in along aw as in law 
eas in bed (schwa’) ee as in meet 
iasin pin 00 as in soon 
Oasin top ahas in calm uras in fur 
uasincup arasin bar 


uu as in book air as in hair 
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ay as in say oeasinFrenchpex (ng) after a vowel 
eer as in beer or coeur (IPA will indicates that it is 
oh asin most disambiguate) nasalized. 
oor as in poor oey asin French a(ng) as in French 
or asincorn Sauteuil vin 
owasincow ue as in French vu ah(ng) as in French 
. or German ftinf blanc 

oy asin boy (IPA will disam- o(ng) asin French 
yasimery biguate) bon 

oe(ng) as in French 

un 


Our respellings, unlike many which appear in dictionaries, 
acknowledge word-final or pre-consonantal R, as in words 
like hair and party, which is pronounced in some varieties of 
English (rhotic accents) and not in others (non-rhotic 
accents). The BBC Pronunciation Unit’s written advice has 
always included R where it appears in the spelling, on the 
assumption that this will be pronounced by those with rhotic 
accents, and not by those with non-rhotic accents. Therefore 
Parker is transcribed as par-kuhr, not pah-kuh. 


Stress and syllables 

Syllables are separated by hyphens, and stressed syllables are 
marked in bold. Secondary stresses are not given. In unusually 
long names and words more than one syllable may be marked 
with stress, and in those cases the IPA will indicate which is 
primary and which is secondary stress. 

The way the words are broken into syllables in the 
respelling is not an attempt to reflect actual syllabification ina 
given language. Rather, it is a tool to reinforce vowel pronun- 
ciations and to ensure the most intuitive transcription. 

When a vowel is long (along monophthong ora diphthong) 
or is schwa (uh), the consonant which follows it is placed at 
the start of the following syllable, if there is one: for example, 
pee-tuhr for Peter and puh-tay-toh for potato. When a vowel 
is short, however, the consonant which follows is placed in 
the same syllable. The place name Reading, for example, 
would be transcribed red-ing, not re-ding, which might be 
confused with the pronunciation ree-ding. When there are 
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two consonants we split them between the syllables: football is 
fuut-bawil. 

We double S in contexts where an English speaker might 
otherwise pronounce it as Z, as in hanss for German Hans. We 
also double R when it is preceded by a short vowel and 
followed by another vowel, as in marr-i for marry, merr-i for 
merry, sorr-i for sorry, mirr-uhr for mirror, and hurr-i for 
hurry, in order to avoid confusion with, for example, ar-i-uh 
for aria. 


IPA 

The pronunciation of each entry is also represented using the 
alphabet of the International Phonetic Association (IPA). 
These phonemic transcriptions are enclosed by slashes: / /. 
The IPA transcription represents exactly the same pronuncia- 
tion that is given in the respelling. However, because a slightly 
larger range of symbols is used, some sounds can be expressed 
more precisely in the IPA. For instance, the sound represented 
as kh in the respelling could either be as in Scottish loch or as 
in German ich. The IPA uses two different symbols (x and ¢) 
for these two sounds, and so it serves to disambiguate the 
pronunciation. 

As with the respelling, the set of sounds used in the IPA 
transcriptions consists of the basic sounds of English with the 
addition of a small number of other sounds. The IPA trans- 
criptions also acknowledge word-final or pre-consonantal R. 
Because this sound is pronounced in some accents of English 
and not in others, it appears in brackets in the IPA transcrip- 
tion. Our IPA transcription is a little more basic than some 
others which appear in larger pronouncing dictionaries. We 
do not indicate any other optional sounds by bracketing, italic- 
ization, or superscription, and we do not allow for syllabic 
consonants. In other respects the model of transcription we 
have applied in this book is that used in all current larger 
Oxford dictionaries. 

When the pronunciation given is an established angliciza- 
tion a second IPA transcription is often included. This gives 
a native pronunciation for the benefit of those familiar with 
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the IPA. These pronunciations are enclosed by square 
brackets: [ ]. In these transcriptions the symbol r is used to 
denote all r sounds, including the French uvular and the 


Spanish alveolar trill. 


The set of symbols used for the main IPA transcriptions are: 


Consonants 
bas in bat 
dasin day 
fas in fat 

Q as in get 
has in hat 
jas in yes 
Kas in king 
las in leg 
Mas in man 
Nas in not 


Vowels 
aasincat 

€ asin bed 
Iasin pin 
ias in cosy 
Das in top 
Aas in cup 
vas in book 
a as in along 


a:as in calm 
€: asin hair 
a: as in fur 
i: as in meet 


Pasin pen 
Yasin red 
S asin sit 
tas in top 
Vasin van 
was in will 
Zasin zebra 


asin sing 
Gas in thin 


9d: as in law 
U: asin soon 


Alas in cry 
au as in cow 
elas in say 
aU as in most 
dl as in boy 

Ia as in beer 
va as in poor 
Alas in fire 
ava as in hour 


Gas in this 
Jasin shop 

3 as in vision 
tf asin church 
d3 as in jam 


4as in Welsh llan 
X asin Scottish loch 
¢ asin German ich 


y asin French vu 

Y as in German 
Siinf 

@ as in French peu 

cas in French 
coeur 

cel as in French 
fauteuil 


€as in French vin 
Gas in French blanc 
das in French bon 
@ as in French un 


The symbol : after a vowel indicates that the vowel is long. 
The symbol ~ above a vowel indicates that it is nasalized. 


Stress 


Primary stress is marked with ' preceding the stressed syllable. 
If there is also a secondary stress this is marked with a 


preceding ,. 


A 


aa basaltic lava 
ah-ah /‘a:a:/ 
Aachen city, Germany 
ah-khuhn /‘a:xen/ 
Aaiun, e]- city, Western Sahara 
uhl y-oon /al ar'u:n/ 
Aalborg see Alborg 
Aaliyah American singer 
ah-lee-yuh /a:'lizja/ 
Aalsmeer village, Netherlands 
ahtss-meer /a:ls'mia(r)/ 
Aalst city, Belgium 
ahlst /a:lst/ 


This is the Flemish name. The French name 
is Alost, pronounced al-ost. 


Aalto, Alvar Finnish architect and 
designer 
al-var ahl-toh / alva:(r) ‘a:ltau/ 
Aarhus see Arhus 
Aaron biblical name 
air-uhn /‘e:ran/ 
Abaco island, Bahamas 
ab-uh-koh /'abakau/ 
Abadan port, Iran 
ab-uh-dahn /aba'da:n/ 
Abagnale Jr, Frank American conman 
ab-uhg-nayl /‘abagnerl/ 
Abakan city, Russia 
ab-uh-kahn / aba‘ka:n/ 
abalone edible mollusc 
ab-uh-loh-ni /,aba'launi/ 
Abancay city, Peru 
ab-an-ky /aban’ka1/ 
Abbas, Ferhat Algerian nationalist 
leader 
fuhr-hat uh-bass /fa(r),hat a'bas/ 
Abbas, Mahmoud Palestinian 
president 
makh-mood ab-ahss /max,mu:d 
a'ba:s/ 
Abbe, Ernst German physicist 
airnst ab-uh / €:(r)nst 'abo/ 
abbé abbot or other cleric 
ab-ay /‘abe1/ 


Abbeville town, France 
ab-veel /ab'vi:l/ 

Abbeville city, US 
ab-i-vil /'abivil/ 

abducens nerve cranial nerve 
ab-dyoo-suhnz /ab'dju:sanz/ 

Abdullah II King of Jordan 
ab-dul-uh /ab'dala/ 

Abdul Rahman, Tunku Malayan 
statesman 
tuunk-oo ab-duul rah-muhn /,tonku: 
abdul 'ra:men/ 

Abednego biblical name 
ab-ed-nee-goh /abed'ni:gau/ 


Commonly also uh-bed-nuh-goh. 


Abel, Karl Friedrich German 
composer 
karl freed-rikh ah-buhl / ka:(r)] 
fri:dri¢ 'a:bel/ 

Abel, Niels Henrik Norwegian 
mathematician 
neelss hen-rik ah-buhl /,ni:ls jhenrik 
‘a:bal/ 

Abeokuta city, Nigeria 
ab-ay-ok-oo-tah /a'berpku:,ta:/ 


Sometimes anglicized to ab-i-oh-koo-tuh. 


Aberdonian relating to Aberdeen 
ab-uhr-doh-ni-uhn /,aba(r)'daunian/ 
Aberfan village, Wales 
ab-uhr-van /aba(r)'van/ 
aberrant departing from accepted 
standard 
uh-berr-uhnt /a’berent/ 
Abertawe Welsh name for Swansea 
ab-uhr-tow-ay / abar'tavet/ 
Aberystwyth town, Wales 
ab-uhr-ist-with /,abar'istw10/ 
Abia state, Nigeria 
ab-i-uh /‘abia/ 
Abidjan port, Céte d'Ivoire 
ab-ij-ahn /,abi'd3a:n/ 
Abitur German examinations 
ab-it-oor / abr'tua(r)/ 
Abizaid, John American general 
uh-biz-ayd /abr'zerd/ 


Abkhazia | Acebes, Angel 


Abkhazia autonomous region, Georgia 
uhp-khah-zi-uh /ap'xa:zio/ 

ablative grammatical case 
ab-luh-tiv /‘abletrv/ 

Abo see Turku 

aborigine Australian indigenous person 
ab-uh-rij-in-i /aba'rid3mi/ 

Aboukir bay, Egypt 
ab-oo-keer /,abu:'kia(r)/ 

Abraham Hebrew patriarch 
ay-bruh-ham /‘erbraham/ 

Abramovich, Roman Russian owner 
of Chelsea FC 
ruh-mahn ab-ruh-moh-vitch /raman 
abra'maovit$/ 


This is the Russian pronunciation, and the 
one Mr Abramovich uses, but 
ab-ram-uh-vitch is often heard. 


Abruzzi region, Italy 
ab-ruut-si /a'brotsi/ 
abscissa pl. abscissae mathematical term 
ab-siss-uh pl. ab-siss-ee /ab'sisa/, pl. 
-si:/ 
: Standard -s plural is also possible. 
abseil mountaineering term 
ab-sayl /‘abserl/ 


The German pronunciation ab-zyl is also 


possible. 


absinth plant and alcoholic liqueur 
ab-sinth /‘absm6/ 

Abu Dhabi state, United Arab Emirates 
ab-oo dah-bi /,abu: 'da:bi/ 

Abu Dis district of Jerusalem, Israel 
ab-oo deess /,abu: ‘di:s/ 

Abu Ghraib prison in Baghdad, Iraq 
ab-oo grayb /,abu: 'grerb/, [abu 
'yreib] 

* See ARABIC panel. 

Abuja city, Nigeria 
uh-boo-juh /a'bu:d3a/ 

abulia absence of willpower 
uh-boo-li-uh /e'bu:lia/ 

Abu Musa island, Iran 
ab-oo moo-suh /,abu: ‘mu:se/ 

Abuna title in the Ethiopian Orthodox 
Church 
uh-boo-nuh /a'bu:na/ 

Abu Rudeina, Nabil Palestinian 
politician 
nab-eel ab-oo roo-day-nuh /nab,i:1 
,abu: ru:'derna/ 


Abu Sayyaf militant Islamic group, 
SE Asia 
ab-oo sy-yahf / abu: sar'ja:f/ 
Abu Simbel site of temples, Egypt 
ab-oo sim-buhl /,abu: 'smbal/ 
abyss deep chasm 
uh-biss /a‘bis/ 
acacia tree 
uh-kay-shuh /a’kerfa/ 
academe academic community 
ak-uh-deem /‘akadi:m/ 
academia academic community 
ak-uh-dee-mi-uh / ake'di:mia/ 
acanthus herbaceous plant 
uh-kan-thuhss /a'kanes/ 
a cappella sung without instrumental 
accompaniment 
ak-uh-pel-uh / aka'pela/ 
Acapulco port, Mexico 
ak-uh-puul-koh /aka‘polkeu/ 
ACAS Advisory, Conciliation, and 
Arbitration Service 
ay-kass /‘erkas/ 
accede agree to a demand 
uhk-seed /ak'si:d/ 
accelerando musical term 
ak-sel-uh-ran-doh /ak,selo'randou/ 
The Italian pronunciation 
atch-el-uh-ran-doh is also used. 


accidie mental sloth 
ak-sid-i /‘aksidi/ 
accipiter hawk 
ak-sip-it-uhr /ak'srpite(r)/ 
accouchement childbirth 
uh-koosh-mo(ng) /a'ku:Smi/ 
Accra capital of Ghana 
uh-krah /o'kra:/ 
Accurist watch company 
ak-yuu-rist /‘akjurist/ 
accursed under a curse 
uh-kur-suhd /a’ka:(r)sed/ 


Commonly also uh-kurst. 


accusative grammatical case 
uh-kyoo-zub-tiv /a‘kju:zativ/ 

accusatory suggesting wrong-doing 
uh-kyoo-zuh-tuh-ri /e'kju:zatari/ 


Less commonly also ak-yoo-zay-tub-ri. 


Acebes, Angel Spanish politician 
an-khel ath-ay-bess /,anxel a'éerbes/ 


3 Accents 


Accents 


This is not a discussion about dialects, but rather a short account of 
how acute and grave accents as diacritics over letters have different 
implications for pronunciation in different languages. It is common to 
assume that they indicate where stress should fall, but accents have a 
range of functions: 


Vowel quality 

In French, for example, the vowel E has two different pronunciations, 
depending on whether it has an acute or a grave accent. An acute 
accent over E makes a sound close to ay (although it is not diphthongal 
in French). For example, André is pronounced ah(ng)-dray. A grave 
accent over E is pronounced as in English bed. Jréne is ee-ren. 


Vowel length 

In Czech, Slovak, and Hungarian, for example, any vowel with an acute 
accent over it is long, and a vowel without an accent is short. This 
length difference is often confused with stress, even though stress 
invariably falls on the first syllable in all three of these languages. The 
name of the Hungarian composer Esterhdzy is pronounced 
est-uhr-hah-zi, with stress on the first syllable, and a long ah in the third. 


Stress 

In Spanish, for example, if a vowel has an acute accent, it means that 
vowel is stressed, so José is pronounced khoss-ay, and the film director 
Pedro Almodévar is al-moh-doh-var. 


Consonants 

Accents do not appear just on vowels. In Serbo-Croat languages, a C is 
pronounced ch, as in Slobodan Milosevié, pronounced mil-osh-uh-vitch. 
Accents over consonants are also found in Polish, where they can 
appear on CN, §, and Z, pronounced ch, ny (as in onion, in word final 
position), sh, and zh respectively. 


Tone 


When tone languages like Chinese are transliterated into the Roman 
alphabet, an acute accent is sometimes used to represent a rising or 
high tone, and a grave accent is used to indicate a low or falling tone. 


In English 
A grave accent is occasionally used in English, especially in poetry, to 


indicate pronunciation of a vowel that would normally be silent. 
Blesséd, for example, is pronounced bless-uhd. 


Aceh | acumen 


Aceh province, Indonesia 
atch-ay /‘atfer/ 
Acehnese (also Achinese) relating 
to Aceh 
atch-uh-neez /atfa'ni:z/ 
acer tree or shrub 
ay-suhr /‘e1sa(r)/ 
acerola fruit 
ass-uh-roh-luh /asa'raula/ 
acetaminophen North American term 
for paracetamol 
uh-see-tuh-min-uh-fen 
/a,si:ta'mmefen/ 


Also uh-set-uh-min-uh-fen. 


acetate chemical substance 
ass-uh-tayt /‘asatert/ 

acetic acid acid in vinegar 
uh-see-tik /a'si:trk/ 


Commonly also uh-set-ik. 


acetylene colourless hydrocarbon gas 
uh-set-il-een /a'setili:n/ 

acetylsalicylic acid chemical name for 
aspirin 
ass-uh-tyl-sal-uh-sil-ik 
/ asatatl salo'srlik/ 

Achaea region of ancient Greece 
uh-kee-uh /a'ki:a/ 

Achaemenid dynasty of ancient Persia 
uh-kee-muh-nid /a’ki:manid/ 

Acharavi resort, Corfu 
akh-uh-rah-vi /axa'ra:vi/ 

Achates Greek mythological character 
uh-kay-teez /a'kerti:z/ 

Achebe, Chinua Nigerian writer 
chee-noo-uh uh-chay-bay /,tSi:nva 
a'tferber/ 

Achernar star 
ay-kuhr-nar /‘erka(r)na:(r)/ 

Acheron Greek mythological character 
ak-uh-ron /‘akarpn/ 

Acheulian archaeological term 
uh-shoo-li-uhn /a'Su:lian/ 

Achilles Greek mythological character 
uh-kil-eez /a'kili:z/ 

Achinese see Acehnese 

Acholi Ugandan ethnic group 
uh-choh-li /a'tSauli/ 

achondrite stony meteorite 
uh-kon-dryt /a’kondrait/ 

achromatic without colour 


ak-roh-mat-ik /akrau'matik/ 
acidophilus bacterium in yogurt 
ass-id-of-il-uhss /,asi'dpftlas/ 
ackee (also akee) West African tree 
ak-i /‘aki/ 

acme most highly developed point 
ak-mi /‘akmi/ 

Acol bridge term 
ak-ol /‘akol/ 

acolyte person assisting a priest 
ak-uh-lyt /‘akalart/ 

Aconcagua mountain, on the border 
between Chile and Argentina 
ak-on-kag-wuh /,akpn'kagwo/ 

aconite poisonous plant 
ak-uh-nyt /‘akanait/ 

acoustic relating to sound 
uh-koo-stik /a'ku:sttk/ 

Formerly uh-kow-stik. 


acquiesce accept 
ak-wi-ess /,akwi'es/ 

acreage area of land 
ayk-uh-rij /‘etker1d3/ 

acrid unpleasantly bitter or pungent 
ak-rid /'akrid/ 

acrimony ill feeling 
ak-rim-uh-ni /‘akrimani/ 

acronym word formed from the initial 
letters of other words 
ak-ruh-nim /‘akranim/ 

acrophobia fear of heights 
ak-ruh-foh-bi-uh / akra'faubia/ 

acropolis fortified part of an ancient 
Greek city 
uh-krop-uh-liss /a'‘kropelis/ 

Acrux star 
ay-kruks /‘erkraks/ 

Actaeon Greek mythological character 
ak-tee-uhn /ak'ti:en/ 

Acteal village, Mexico 
ak-tay-al /akter‘al/ 

actinium chemical element 
ak-tin-i-uhm /ak'tiniem/ 

Actium, Battle of ancient naval battle 
ak-ti-uhm /‘aktiom/ 

acuity sharpness 
uh-kyoo-it-i /a‘kju:ti/ 

acumen ability to make good judgements 
ak-yuum-uhn /‘akjuman/ 
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Less commonly also uh-kyoo-muhn. 


acupuncture complementary medicine 
using needles 
ak-yoo-punk-chuhr /‘akjo,panktJa(r)/ 

acyclovir antiviral drug 
ay-syk-loh-veer /er'sarklau,via(r)/ 

adage proverb 
ad-ij /‘adid3/ 

adagio musical term 
uh-dah-joh /a'da:d3au/ 

Adam, Ansel American photographer 
an-suhl /‘ansal/ 

adamantine unable to be broken 
ad-uh-man-tyn /,ade‘mantain/ 

Adamkus, Valdas Lithuanian president 
val-dass ad-am-kuuss /,valdas 
a'damkus/ 

Adams, John Couch English 
astronomer 
kootch /ku:tS/ 

Adana town and province, Turkey 
ad-uh-nuh /‘adona/ 

Adar Jewish month 
ad-ar /a'da:(r)/ 

ADAS Agricultural Development 
Advisory Service 
ay-dass /‘e1das/ 

Addis Ababa capital of Ethiopia 
ad-iss ab-uh-buh /,adis ‘ababe/ 

Adelaide city, Australia 
ad-uh-layd /‘adoleid/ 

Adélie Land region of the Antarctic 
uh-day-li /a'derli/ 


The Adélie penguin is pronounced in the 
same way. 


Aden port, Yemen 
ay-duhn /‘erden/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Adenauer, Konrad German statesman 
kon-raht ah-duhn-ow-uhr / konra:t 
‘a:danava(r)/ 
a deux for two people 
ah doe /a: 'da/ 
ad hoc for the purpose in hand 
ad hok /,ad ‘hok/ 
ad hominem relating to a particular 
person 
ad hom-in-em /,ad ‘hommem/ 
Adichie, Chimamanda Ngozi 
Nigerian author 
chim-uh-man-duh uhng-goh-zi 


acupuncture | adrenal 


ad-ee-chi /tSime,mande an,geuzi 
a'di:tfi/ 

Adidas German sports equipment 
company 
ad-id-ass /‘adidas/ 
This is the German pronunciation. Less 
commonly also uh-dee-dass in English. 


Adi Granth Sikh scripture 
ah-di grunt /,a:di ‘grant/ 

ad infinitum ‘to infinity’ (Latin) 
ad in-fin-y-tuhm /,ad mfr'naitom/ 

adios ‘goodbye’ (Spanish) 
ad-i-oss /,adi'ps/ 

Adirondack range of mountains, US 
ad-irr-on-dak / adi'rondak/ 

adit passage leading into a mine 
ad-it /‘adit/ 

Adjara autonomous repubiic, Georgia 
aj-ar-uh /a'd3a:ra/ 
This is the Georgian form. The Russian 
name is Ajaria, pronounced uh-jar-i-uh. 


adjourn pause 
uh-jurn /a'd3a:(r)n/ 

adjunct thing added as a supplementary 
part 
aj-unkt /‘ad3ankt/ 

adjutant military officer 
aj-uut-uhnt /‘adgutent/ 

admonitory giving a warning or 
reprimand 
uhd-mon-it-uh-ri /ad'monitdri/ 

ad nauseam ‘to a disgusting extent’ 
(Latin) 
ad naw-zi-am /ad 'no:ziam/ 

Adnyamathanha Aboriginal language 
ad-nyuh-mud-uh-nuh 
/‘adnja,madana/ 

adobe clay used as a building material 
uh-doh-bi /a'daubi/ 

Adonai Hebrew name for God 
ad-on-y /,adv'na1/ 
This is the Hebrew pronunciation. Less 
commonly also a more anglicized 
pronunciation ad-on-ay-y. 


Adonis Greek mythological character 
uh-doh-niss /o'daunis/ 

Adorno, Theodor German philosopher 
tay-uh-dor uh-dor-noh /,teteda:(r) 
a'dax(r)neu/ 

adrenal relating to glands situated above 
the kidneys 
uh-dree-nuhl /a'dri:nal/ 


Adriatic | aficionado 


Adriatic sea and islands, Europe 
ay-dri-at-ik / e1dri‘atik/ 

adroit clever or skilful 
uh-droyt /a'droit/ 

aduki small edible bean; also called 
adzuki 


uh-doo-ki /a'du:ki/ 
adulate praise excessively 
ad-yuul-ayt /‘adjuleit/ 
adumbrate represent in outline 
ad-um-brayt /‘adambrert/ 
Adur river and district, England 
ay-duhr /‘erda(r)/ 
advent arrival 
ad-vent /'advent/ 
adversarial involving conflict 
ad-vur-sair-i-uhl /,adva:(r)'se:rial/ 
adversary opponent 
ad-vuhr-suh-ri /‘adva(r)sari/ 


Sometimes also ad-vur-suh-ri. 


advocaat Dutch liqueur 
ad-vuh-kaht /‘adveka:t/ 

Adygeya autonomous republic, Russia 
ad-ig-yay-uh /adr'gjete/ 

adytum pl. adyta sanctuary of ancient 
Greek temple 
ad-it-uhm, pl. ad-it-uh /‘adrtam/, pl. 
[-ta/ 

adze too} similar to an axe 
adz /adz/ 

adzuki small edible bean; also called 
aduki 
uhd-zoo-ki /ad'zu:ki/ 

Aegean sea, Europe 
ee-jee-uhn /i:d3i:an/ 

Aegeus Greek mythological character 
eej-yooss /‘i:d3ju:s/ 

Aegina island, Greece 
ee-jyn-uh /i:'d3ama/, [‘eyina] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

aegis protection 
ee-jiss /‘i:d31s/ 


The same pronunciation is used for the 
Aegis Trust. 


Aegisthus Greek mythological character 
ee-jiss-thuhss /i:'d31s6as/ 

aegrotat university certificate 
y-groh-tat /‘aigrautat/ 


Commonly also ee-groh-tat and 
ee-groh-tat. 


Aelfric Anglo-Saxon monk and writer 
al-frik /‘alfrtk/ 

Aeneas Greek and Roman mythological 
character 
in-ee-uhss /1'ni:as/ 

Aeneid epic poem by Virgil 
ee-ni-id /‘i:nitd/ 


Sometimes also in-ee-id. 


Aeolus Greek god 
ee-uh-luhss /‘i:ales/ 

aeon long period of time 
ee-on /‘izon/ 

aerobics method of exercise 
air-oh-biks /e:'raubrks/ 

Aeroflot Russian airline 
air-oh-flot /‘e:rauflot/, [aira'flot] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Aeschines Greek orator and statesman 
ee-skin-eez /‘i:skimi:z/ 

Aeschylus Greek dramatist 
ee-skil-uhss /'i:skrlas/ 

A€sir Scandinavian mythological name 
ee-suhr /‘i:sa(r)/ 

Aesop Greek storyteller 
ee-sop /‘i:sop/ 

aesthetic concerned with beauty 
eess-thet-ik /i:s‘Oetik/ 
Commonly also ess-thet-ik. 


Afar Djiboutian and Ethiopian ethnic 


group 
af-ar /‘afa:(r)/ 
AFASIC Association For All Speech 
Impaired Children 
ay-fay-zik /er'ferztk/ 
© Play on the word aphasic. 
affenpinscher dog of a small breed 
af-uhn-pinsh-uhr /‘afan,pmfa(r)/ 
affidavit written statement 
af-id-ay-vit /,afi'dervit/ 
affricate phonetic manner of articulation 
af-rik-uht /‘afrtket/ 
Afghan relating to Afghanistan 
af-gan /‘afgan/ 
afghani currency unit, Afghanistan 
af-gah-ni /af'ga:ni/ 
Afghanistan country 
af-gan-ist-ahn /af‘ganista:n/, 
Caf'yanistan] 
* Established anglicization. 
aficionado knowledgeable person 
uh-fish-i-uh-nah-doh /a,fifie'na:dau/ 
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Less commonly also uh-fiss-i-uh-nah-doh. 


Afrikaans South African language 
af-rik-ahnss / afrr'ka:ns/ 
Afrikander South African breed of cattle 
af-rik-an-duhr / afrr'kanda(r)/ 
Afrikaner Afrikaans-speaking South 
African 
af-rik-ahn-uhr / afri'ka:na(r)/ 
Afyonkarahisar province and city, 
Turkey 
af-yon-karr-uh-hiss-ar 
/af,jonkarohr'sa:(r)/ 
Aga trademark type of stove 
ah-guh /‘a:ga/ 
Agadir port, Morocco 
ag-uh-deer / aga‘dia(r)/ 
again another time 
uh-gen /a'gen/ 


Less commonly also uh-gayn. 


against in opposition to 
uh-genst /a'genst/ 


Less commonly also uh-gaynst. 


Aga Khan spiritual leader of the Nizari 
sect of Ismaili Muslims 
ah-guh kahn /,a:ga ‘ka:n/ 
Agamemnon Greek mythological 
character 
ag-uh-mem-nuhn /,aga'memnen/ 
agapanthus a South African plant 
ag-uh-pan-thuhss /,aga'panas/ 
agape Christian love 
ag-uh-pi /‘agapi/ 
agar gelatinous substance 
ay-gar /‘erga:(r)/ 
agaric fungus 
ag-uh-rik /‘agartk/ 
Sometimes also uh-gar-ik. 


Agartala city, India 
ug-ar-tul-uh /a'ga:(r)talo/ 

Agassi, André American tennis player 
ahn-dray ag-uh-si /,a:ndret ‘agasi/ 
Agassiz, Louis Swiss-born American 

zoologist 
lwee ag-uh-si /,lwi: ‘agasi/ 
agate ornamental stone 
ag-uht /‘agat/ 
agave succulent plant 
uh-gay-vi /a’gervi/ 
Agen city, France 


Afrikaans | Agri 


azh-a(ng) /a'3é/ 

agent provocateur person assigned to 
provoke unrest 
azh-o(ng) pruh-vok-uh-tur 
/,a30 pra,voka'te:(r)/, French [a3@ 
provokatee:r] 


Sometimes anglicized further to ayj-uhnt. 


aggregate formed of several separate 
elements 
ag-ruh-guht /‘agragat/ 

aggregate form into a cluster 
ag-ruh-gayt /‘agragelt/ 

Aghios Nikolaos port, Greece 
ag-i-oss nik-uh-ly-oss /agins 
nika'latns/ 

Agincourt, Battle of battle in France 
in 1415 
aj-in-kor /'ad3in,ka:(r)/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

agitato musical term 
aj-it-ah-toh /,ad3r'ta:tau/ 

agitprop political propaganda 
aj-it-prop /‘ad3itprop/ 

Agnesi, Maria Gaetana Italian 
mathematician and philosopher 
muh-ree-uh gah-uh-tah-nuh 
an-yay-zi /ma,ri:a ga:a,ta:ne an'jerzi/ 

Agni Vedic god of fire 
ag-ni /‘agni/ 

Agnus Dei section of the Mass 
ag-nuuss day-ee /,agnus 'deti:/ 


Sometimes also ahn-yuuss; see LATIN panel. 


agoraphobia fear of open or public 
places 
ag-uh-ruh-foh-bi-uh /,agare'feubie/ 

Agostini, Giacomo Italian racing 
motorcyclist 
jah-kuh-moh ag-uh-stee-ni 
/,d3a:kamau aga'sti:ni/ 

agouti long-legged burrowing rodent 
uh-goo-ti /a'gu:ti/ 

Agra city, India 
ahg-ruh /‘a:gra/ 

Agricola, Gnaeus Julius Roman 
general 
nee-uhss jool-i-uhss uh-grik-uh-luh 
/ nizas d3u:lies a'grikala/ 
* See LATIN panel. 

Agri province, Turkey 
ar-i /‘a:ri/ 


Agrippa, Marcus | Akayev, Askar 


Agrippa, Marcus Roman general 
mar-kuhss uh-grip-uh /,ma:(r)kes 
a‘gripa/ 

Agropoli city, Italy 
ag-rop-ol-i /ag'rppvli/ 

Aguascalientes state, Mexico 
ag-wask-al-yen-tess 
/ agwaska'ljentes/ 

ague illness involving fever and shivering 
ay-gyoo /‘eigju:/ 

Aguilera, Christina American pop 
singer 
krist-ee-nuh ag-yil-air-uh /kris,ti:na 
agjr'le:ra/ 

Agulhas, Cape most southerly point of 
Africa 
uh-gul-uhss /a'gales/ 

Agung mountain, Indonesia 
ah-guung /‘a:gon/ 

Agusan province and river, Philippines 
ag-oo-san /a'gu:san/ 

A-Ha Norwegian pop group 
ah-hah /a:‘ha:/ 

Ahab, Captain character in Moby Dick 
ay-hab /‘ethab/ 

Aherne, Bertie Irish prime minister 
uh-hurn /a‘he:(r)n/ 

Ahmadabad city, India 
ah-muh-duh-bad /‘a:madabad/ 

AhmiCi village, Bosnia 
akh-mee-chi /‘axmi:tSi/ 

aholehole Hawaiian fish 
uh-hoh-li-hoh-li /a,haoli'haoli/ 

Ahriman evil spirit in Zoroastrianism 
ar-im-uhn /‘a:riman/ 

Ahura Mazda creator god of 
Zoroastrianism 
uh-hoor-uh maz-duh /a,huara ‘mazda/ 

Ahvaz (also Ahwaz) town, Iran 
ahkh-vahz /a:x‘va:z/ 

Ahvenanmaa island and province, 
Finland 
akh-ven-an-mah /‘axvenanma:/ 


This is the Finnish name. The Swedish 
name is Aland, pronounced aw-land. 


Aida opera by Verdi 
ah-ee-duh /a:'i:da/ 
aide-de-camp military assistant to a 
senior officer 
ayd duh kahmp / e1d da 'ka:mp/ 
Aigues river, France 


eg /eg/ 

aiguille pinnacle of rock in a mountain 
range 
ayg-weel /‘ergwi:l/ 

Aiguille du Midi peak in the Mont 
Blanc massif, France 
ay-gwee due mee-dee /ei,gwi: dy 
mi:'di:/ 

aikido Japanese martial art 
y-kee-doh /arki:dau/ 

Aileen English girl’s name 
y-leen, ay-leen /‘atli:n/, /‘e1li:n/ 

Ailly town, France 
y-yee /ar'ji:/ 

Ailsa Craig island, Scotland 
ayl-suh krayg /e1lsa 'krerg/ 

ailurophobia fear of cats 
yl-yuu-ruh-foh-bi-uh /,arljore'faubie/ 

Ain department, France 
a(ng) /é/ 

Aintree site of Grand National 
racecourse 
ayn-tree /‘eintri:/ 

Ainu Japanese ethnic group 
y-noo /‘amu:/ 

aioli mayonnaise seasoned with garlic 
y-oh-li /ar'avli/ 

Aisne department and river, France 
en /en/ 

ait island in a river; also called eyot 
ayt /ert/ 

Aix-en-Provence city, France 
eks ah(ng) prov-ah(ng)ss /,eks @ 
pro'vas/ 

Ajaccio Corsican port, France 
aj-ass-i-oh /a'dzasiou/, [azaksjo]} 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Ajanta Caves series of caves, India 
uh-junt-uh /a'd3anta/ 

Ajaria see Adjara 

Ajax Greek mythological character 
ay-jaks /‘etd3aks/ 

Ajax Dutch football club 
y-aks /‘ataks/ 

Ajman states, United Arab Emirates 
aj-mahn /ad3'ma:n/ 

Ajmer city, India 
uj-meer /ad3'mia(r)/ 

Akan Ghanaian ethnic group 
ak-ahn /a'ka:n/ 

Akayev, Askar Kyrgyz statesman 
ask-ar uh-ky-uhf /as,ka:(r) a'katof/ 


9 Akbar, Muhammad | Albert, Prince 


Akbar, Muhammad Mogul emperor al-uh-goh-uhss /,alo'gauas/ 
muu-ham-uhd ak-bar /mo,hamed Alain-Fournier French novelist 
akba:(r)/ al-a(ng) foorn-yay /a,lé fua(r)'‘njer/ 

akee see ackee Alam, Faria English celebrity 


Akela character from the Jungle Book fuh-ree-uh uh-lam /fa,ri:a e'lam/ 


ah-kay-luh /a:'kerla/ Alamein, el- town, Egypt 


okhbes, a Egyptian newspaper uhl al-uh-mayn /al ‘alamem/ 
uhl ukh-bar /al ax'ba:(r)/ : Alamo site of battle during the Texas 
Akhenaten (also Akhenaton) Egyptian revolution 


pharaoh 

ak-uh-nah-tuhn /,aka'na:ten/ 
Akhmatova, Anna Russian poet 

an-uh ak-mah-tuh-vuh /,ane 


al-uh-moh /‘alamau/ 


Alamosa county and city, US 
al-uh-moh-suh /alo'mausa/ 


ak'ma:teve/ Aland see Ahvenanmaa 
Akihito emperor of Japan Al-Anon support organization for the 
ah-kee-hit-oh /a:'ki:hitau/ families and friends of alcoholics 


ieee al uh-non / al a'non/ 
Another common anglicization is Z : . 
ak-i-hee-toh; see JAPANESE panel. Alarcén, Pedro de Spanish novelist 


d-roh day al-ar-kon / pedrau de 
akimbo with hands on the hips and Pee een y pedraads! 
elbows turned outwards 


uh-kim-boh /a‘kimbau/ Alaric king of the Visigoths 
d i al-uh-rik /’aler1k/ 
Akkad Mesopotamian kingdom . . . 
ak-ad /'akad/ Albacete city and province, Spain 
Akkadian relating to Akkad al-bath-ay-tay /alba'serter/ 
uh-kay-di-uhn /a'kerdion/ albacore type of tuna fish 
Akron city, US al-buh-kor /‘albako:(r)/ 
ak-ruhn /'akron/ Alba Iulia city, Romania 
Aksai Chin region of the Himalayas al-buh yoo-li-uh /,alba ‘ju:lia/ 
ak-sy chin /,aksat 'tSin/ Alban, St British Christian martyr 
Aksum (also Axum) town, Ethiopia awl-buhn /‘o:lban/ 
ak-suum /‘aksum/ Albania country 
Aktyubinsk city and oblast, Kazakhstan —_al-bay-ni-uh /al'bernia/ 
ak-tyoo-binsk /ak'tju:binsk/ Albano lake, Italy 
Akwa-Ibom state, Nigeria al-bah-noh /al'ba:nau/ 
ak-wah ee-buum /ak, wa: i:'‘bum/ Albany city, US 
al- For Arabic names beginning with the awl-bub-ni /‘o:lbani/ 
article al, look under the spelling ofthe Albarn, Damon English pop singer 
main part of the name: for example awl-barn /‘o:lba:(r)n/ 
Qaeda, al-. 


Albee, Edward American dramatist 


Alabama state, US awl-bee /‘9:1bi:/ 


al-uh-bam-uh / ala'bama/ 


aoa translucent form of gypsum or Palce aide | 
al-uh-bast-uhr /ala'basta(r)/ Albena resort, Bulgaria 


Less commonly also al-uh-bah-stuhr. al Baynunjalbents) 


Albéniz, Isaac Spanish composer 


alacrity brisk and cheerful readiness ee-sah-ak al-bay-neeth /i:sa:,ak 
uh-lak-rit-i /a‘lakriti/ al‘bemi:6/ 

Alagiah, George BBC journalist Albert, Prince Prince of Monaco 
al-uh-gy-uh /ala'gata/ al-buhrt /‘alba(r)t/, French [albe:r] 


Alagoas state, Brazil * Established anglicization. 


Alberti, Leon Battista | Aleut 


Alberti, Leon Battista Italian architect 
lay-on bat-eest-uh al-bair-ti /leron 
ba'ti:sta al'be:(r)ti/ 

Albertus Magnus, St Dominican 
theologian 
al-bur-tuhss mag-nuhss /al,ba:(r)tes 
'magnas/ 

albino person or animal with absence of 
pigment 
al-bee-noh /al'bi:nau/ 

AM is al-by-noh. 


Albinoni, Tomaso Italian composer 
tom-ah-zoh al-bin-oh-ni /to,ma:zau 
albr'nauni/ 

Albion literary term for Britain or 
England 
al-bi-uhn /‘albian/ 

Alboran island, Spain 
al-borr-an /albp'ran/ 

Alborg (also Aalborg) city, Denmark 
awl-bor /'9:lba:(r)/ 

Albufeira resort, Portugal 
al-boo-fair-uh /albu:'fe:ra/ 

albumen egg white protein 
al-byoo-muhn /‘albjuman/ 

Albuquerque city, US 
al-buh-kur-ki /‘alba,ka:(r)ki/ 

Alcaeus Greek lyric poet 
al-see-uhss /al'si:as/ 
© See GREEK panel. 

Alcala de Henares city, Spain 
al-kal-ah day en-arr-ess /,alka’‘la: der 
e‘nares/ 

Alcantara town, Spain 
al-kan-tarr-uh /al‘kantaro/ 

Alcatraz island and prison, US 
al-kuh-traz /‘alketraz/ 

alcazar Spanish palace of Moorish origin 
al-kuh-zar /,alka'za:(r)/ 

Alcestis Greek mythological character 
al-sest-iss /al'sestis/ 

alchemy medieval forerunner of 
chemistry 
al-kuh-mi /‘alkemi/ 

Alcibiades Athenian general and 
statesman 
al-si-by-uh-deez / alsi'batadi:z/ 

Alemene Greek mythological character 
alk-mee-ni /alk'mi:ni/ 

Alcott, Louisa May American novelist 
awl-kot /‘o:Ikpt/ 
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Alcudia resort, Majorca 
al-kooth-yuh /al’ku:dja/ 

Alcuin English scholar 
al-kwin /‘alkwin/ 

Alda, Alan American actor 
awl-duh /‘s:lda/ 

Aldabra island group, Seychelles 
al-dab-ruh /al'dabra/ 

Aldebaran star 
al-deb-uh-ruhn /al'debaran/ 

Aldeburgh town, England 
awld-bruh /‘o:ldbra/ 

al dente cooked so as to be still firm 
when bitten 
al den-tay /al ‘dentes/ 

alder tree 
awl-duhr /‘a:lda(r)/ 

Alder Hay hospital, England 
awl-duhr-hay /,9:lda(r) ‘her/ 

Alderney island, England 
awld-uhr-ni /'s:lda(r)ni/ 

Aldi German discount store chain 
al-di /‘aldi/ 

Aldis lamp trademark signalling lamp 
awl-diss /'o:ld1s/ 

Aldiss, Brian English science fiction 
writer 
awl-diss /'o:ldis/ 

Alegranza island, Spain 
al-eg-ran-thuh /ale'gran0a/ 

aleikum esalaam Arabic greeting 
uh-lay-kuum ess-uh-lahm /alerkom 
eso'la:m/ 

Alengon town, France 
al-ah(ng)-so(ng) /ala's3/ 

Alentejo region and former province, 
Portugal 
al-en-tay-zhoo /alen'ter3u:/ 

aleph letter of the Hebrew alphabet 
ah-lef /'a:lef/ 

Aleppo city, Syria 
uh-lep-oh /a'lepau/ 


Established anglicization. The Arabic name 
is Halab, pronounced hah-lahb. 


Alesi, Jean French racing driver 
zhah(ng) al-ay-zi /,3a a'lerzi/ 
Aletschhorn mountain, Switzerland 
ah-letch-horn /‘a:lets,ho:(r)n/ 
Aleut ethnic group inhabiting the 
Aleutian Islands 
al-i-oot /‘aliu:t/ 
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Aleutian Islands islands, US 
uh-loo-shuhn /a'lu:fan/ 

Alexandre, Boniface Haitian president 
bon-if-ass al-uhk-sah(ng)d-ruh 
/boni,fas alek'sadra/ 

Alexandria port, Egypt 
al-eg-zahn-dri-uh /,aleg'za:ndria/ 

* Established anglicization. 

alfalfa leguminous plant 
al-fal-fuh /al'falfa/ 

Alfa Romeo car manufacturer 
al-fuh ruh-may-oh /,alfa ra'meiau/ 

Alfvén, Hannes Swedish physicist 
han-uhss al-vayn / hanas al'vein/ 

algae sing. alga sea-weed 
al-jee, sing. al-guh /‘ald3i:/, sing. /‘alga/ 
The plural is commonly also al-gee. 


Algarve province, Portugal 
al-garv /al'ga:(r)v/, [al'garva] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

algebra area of mathematics 
al-juh-bruh /‘ald3zabro/ 

Algeciras port, Spain 
al-juh-sirr-uhss /,ald3e'siras/, 
[alxe'siras] 

* Established anglicization. 

Algeria country 
al-jeer-i-uh /al'd31eria/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Algiers capital of Algeria 
al-jeerz /al'd3ra(r)z/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Algol star 
al-gol /‘algnl/ 

Algonquin American Indian ethnic 
group 
al-gonk-win /al’gonkwim/ 

Algren, Nelson American novelist 
awl-gruhn /'s:lgran/ 

alhaji Muslim who has been to Mecca 
uhl-haj-i /al'had3i/ 

Alhambra fortified Moorish palace 
al-ham-bruh /al'hambra/ 

Ali, Laila American boxer 
lay-luh ah-lee / lela a:'li:/ 

Ali, Muhammad American boxer 
muh-ham-uhd ah-lee /ma,hamad 
a:'li:/ 

Alicante port, Spain 
al-ik-an-ti /alr’kanti/, [ali'kante] 
* Established anglicization. 


Aleutian Islands | allosaurus 


Aligarh city, India 
ul-ig-ar /alr'ga:(r)/ 
Alighieri, Dante Italian poet and writer 
dan-tay al-ig-yair-i /, dante: alr'gje:ri/ 
Aline loch and river, Scotland 
al-in /‘alin/ 
Alitalia Italian airline 
al-it-ahl-i-uh /alr'ta:tia/ 
aliyah immigration to Israel 
uh-lee-yuh /e'li:ja/ 
Aliyev, Heydar Azerbaijani statesman 
hay-dar al-ee-yef / herda:(r) a'lizjef/ 
Allah ‘God’ (Arabic) 
uh-lah /a'la:/ 
A more anglicized pronunciation, al-uh, is 
sometimes also used. 


Allahabad city, India 
al-uh-huh-bahd / aleha'ba:d/ 

Allawi, lyad Iraqi politician 
y-ad uh-lah-wi /,atad a‘ia:wi/ 

allay diminish 
uh-lay /a'le1/ 

Allegheny city, river, mountain, and 
college, US 
al-uh-gayn-i /,ala'geini/ 

allegretto musical term 
al-uh-gret-oh /,ala'gretau/ 

Allegri, Gregorio Italian priest and 
composer 
greg-awr-i-oh al-eg-ri /gre,go:riau 
a'‘legri/ 

allegro musical term 
uh-leg-roh /a'‘legrau/ 

allemande German dance 
al-mahnd /‘alma:nd/ 

Allende, Salvador Chilean statesman 
sal-vad-or al-yend-ay /salva,do:(r) 
al'jende1/ 

allergen substance that causes an 
allergic reaction 
al-uhr-juhn /‘ala(r)d3an/ 

Allerad geological stage 
al-uh-roed /‘alere:d/ 

Allier river, France 
al-yay /al'je1/ 

Alliot-Marie, Michéle French defence 
minister 
mee-shel al-i-oh marr-ee /mi:,Jel 
ali,au ma'ri:/ 

allosaurus carnivorous dinosaur 
al-uh-sawr-uhss /ala'sa:ras/ 


alloy | alumna 


alloy metal 
al-oy /‘alor/ 

alloy mix to make an alloy 
uh-foy /a‘lar/ 

Almagest astronomical treatise 
al-muh-jest /‘almad3est/ 

almanac annual calendar 
awl-muh-nak /‘o:Imanak/ 


Commonly also ol-muh-nak and 
al-muh-nak. 


Almaty city, Kazakhstan 
al-mah-tuh /al'ma:to/ 

Almeria town and province, Spain 
al-merr-ee-uh /,alme'ri:a/ 

almirah cupboard or wardrobe 
al-my-ruh /al'matra/ 

Almirante Brown city, Argentina 
al-mirr-an-tay brown /alm1,rante1 
‘braun/ 

Almodévar, Pedro Spanish film 
director 
ped-roh al-mod-oh-var /,pedrau 
almp'dauva:(r)/ 

Almond, Mare English singer 
ah-muhnd /‘a:mend/ 

almond nut 
ah-muhnd /‘a:mend/ 


Less commonly also ahi-muhnd or 
al-muhnd. 


alms money or food given to poor people 


ahmz /a:mz/ 

Almgvist, Carl Jonas Love Swedish 
novelist 
kar! yoo-nuhss loo-vuh alm-kvist 
/,Kaa(r)l ,ju:nas lu:va ‘almkvist/ 

aloe vera gelatinous substance 
al-oh veer-uh /,aloo ‘vierea/ 

aloha Hawaiian greeting 
uh-loh-huh /a'levhe/ 

alopecia partial or complete absence 
of hair 
al-uh-pee-shuh / ale'pi:fa/ 

Alor Setar city, Malaysia 
ah-lor suh-tar /,a:lo:(r) sa'ta:(r)/ 

Alost see Aalst 

Aloysius British boy’s name 
al-oh-ish-uhss /alau'1fas/ 

alpaca South American mammal related 
to the llama 
al-pak-uh /al'paka/ 

Alpe d’Huez mountain, France 
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alp dwez /,alp 'dwez/ 

Alpha Centauri star 
al-fuh sen-taw-ry / alfa sen'to:rai/ 

Alphaeus biblical name 
al-fee-uhss /al'fi:es/ 

Alpheus Greek god 
al-fee-uhss /al'fi:as/ 

Alpujarras mountainous region, Spain 
al-poo-kharr-ass /alpu:’xaras/ 

Alsace region, France 
al-zass /al'zas/ 

Alstom French engineering firm 
al-stom /‘alstom/ 

Altai (also Altay) region, Russia 
al-ty /al'ta1/ 

Altair star 
al-tair /‘altex(r)/ 

Altamura town, Italy 
al-tuh-moor-uh /alta’muara/ 

Altdorfer, Albrecht German painter 
al-brekht alt-dor-fuhr /,albrect 
‘altdo:(r)fa(r)/ 

Althing Icelandic parliament 
awl-thing /'9:101n/ 

Althorp family home of the Earl Spencer 
awl-thorp /'9:189:(r)p/ 
The family pronunciation has traditionally 
always been awl-truhp, although awl-thorp 
was usual for the village. In 2000 the estate 
released a press statement saying that 
henceforth it would be known as awl-thorp, 
and we changed our recommendation 
accordingly. 


Althusser, Louis French philosopher 
lwee al-tue-sair / lwi: alty'se:(r)/ 
altimeter instrument for recording 
altitude 
al-ti-mee-tuhr /‘altrmi:ta(r)/ 
Altman, Robert American film director 
awlt-muhn /'9:ltman/ 
alto singing voice 
al-toh /‘altau/ 
altruism selfless concern for others 
al-troo-iz-uhm /‘altruizam/ 
aluminium metal 
al-oo-min-i-uhm /alu:'miniom/ 


AM is usually aluminum, pronounced 
uh-foo-min-uhm. 


alumna pl. alumnae female former 
student 
uh-lum-nuh, pl. uh-lum-nee /a'lamno/, 
pl. /-ni:/ 
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alumnus pi. alumni male former student 
uh-lum-nuhss, pl. uh-lum-ni 
/e‘lamneas/, pl. /-ni/ 

alveolus small cavity, pit, or hollow 
al-vi-oh-luhss / alvi'avlas/ 

Alwyn, William English composer 
al-win /‘alwin/ 

Alzheimer’s disease progressive 
mental deterioration 
alts-hy-muhrz /‘altshatma(r)z/ 

Amalfi port, Italy 
uh-mal-fi /a'‘malfi/ 

amalgam a mixture or blend 
uh-mal-guhm /a'malgam/ 

Amalthea moon of Jupiter 
am-uhl-thee-uh /amoal'#i:a/ 

Amapa state, Brazil 
am-uh-pah / amo'pa:/ 

Amarah, al- town, Iraq 
uhl uh-mar-uh /al a'ma:ra/ 

amaretti Italian biscuits 
am-uh-ret-i /,ama'reti/ 

Amarillo city, US 
am-uh-ril-oh /ama'rilau/ 

Amaterasu Shinto god 
uh-mah-tuh-rah-soo /a,ma:ta'ra:su:/ 

Amati Italian violin-maker 
uh-mah-ti /a'ma:ti/ 

Amatola mountain range, South Africa 
am-uh-toh-luh /ama'tavle/ 

Amazon river, South America 
am-uh-zuhn /‘amazen/ 

Amazonas state, Brazil 
am-uh-zohn-uhss /,ama'zounas/ 

Ambala city and district, India 
uhm-bah-luh /am'ba:la/ 

Ambanja town, Madagascar 
uhm-bahn-juh /am'ba:nd3a/ 

Ambato town, Ecuador 
am-bah-toh /am’ba:tau/ 

Ambés town, France 
ah(ng)-bess /a’bes/ 

Ambohimanga city, Madagascar 
am-buu-hi-mang-guh 
/am,buhi'mangea/ 

Ambon island, Indonesia 
am-bon /am'bon/ 

Amchitka island, US 
am-chit-kuh /am'tfitke/ 

Amec British engineering company 
am-ek /‘amek/ 


alumnus | Amirante Islands 


ameliorate make better 
uh-mee-li-uh-rayt /a'mi:liarert/ 
amen uttered at the end of a prayer 
ah-men /a:'men/ 
Commonly also ay-men. 


Amenabar, Alejandro Spanish film 
director 
al-ekh-and-roh am-en-ah-bar 
/ale'xandrav ame'na:ba:(r)/ 

Amenhotep Egyptian pharaoh 
ah-muhn-hoh-tep /,a:men‘haotep/ 

americium chemical element 
am-uh-riss-i-uhm /,ama'risiem/ 

Ames city, lowa 
eymz /ermz/ 

Ameslan American Sign Language 
am-uhss-lan /‘amaslan/ 

amethyst precious stone 
am-uh-thist /‘amoa@ist/ 

Amharic Ethiopian language 
am-harr-ik /am‘hartk/ 

Amherst town, US 
am-uhrst /‘ama(r)st/ 

Amicus trade union for manufacturing 
and technical workers 
am-ik-uhss /‘amikes/ 

amicus curiae pl. amici curiae ‘friends 
of the court’ (Latin) 
uh-my-kuhss kyoor-i-ee, pl. 
uh-mee-see /a,maikas 'kjuarii:/, pl. 
/a,mi:si:/ 


Legal Latin is often anglicized; see LATIN 
panel. A more classical pronunciation, 
uh-mee-kuhss kyoor-i-y, pl. uh-mee-ki, is 
also possible. 


Amiens town, France 
am-ya(ng) /am'jé/ 
Amin, Idi Ugandan dictator 
ee-di uh-meen /,i:di a‘mi:n/ 
Amindivi Islands group of islands, 
India 
am-in-dee-vi /amm'di:vi/ 
amino class of acids 
uh-mee-noh /a'mi:nau/ 
Less commonly also uh-myn-oh. 


amir Muslim title 
uh-meer /a'mia(r)/ 

Amirante Islands group of islands, 
Seychelles 
am-irr-ant /‘amirant/ 


Amis, Kingsley | anaesthetic 


Amis, Kingsley English writer 
king-zli ay-miss /,k1nzli ‘ermis/ 
Amish Christian sect 
ah-mish /‘a:m1J/ 
Amman capital of Jordan 
uh-mahn /a'ma:n/ 
ammeter instrument for measuring 
electric current 
am-muh-tuhr /‘amata(r)/ 
amniocentesis process in which 
amniotic fluid is sampled 
am-ni-oh-sen-tee-siss 
/ amniousen'ti:sis/ 
Amoco British oil company 
am-uh-koh /‘amakau/ 
amoeba pl. amoebae single-celled 
animal 
uh-mee-buh, pl. uh-mee-bee 
/a'mi:ba/, pl. /-bi:/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
amontillado Spanish sherry 
uh-mon-til-ah-doh /a,montr'la:dau/, 
[amonti'fado]} 
* Established anglicization. 
Amos Hebrew prophet 
ay-moss /‘ermps/ 
Amos, Baroness Guyanese-born 
politician 
ay-moss /‘ermps/ 
amoxicillin penicillin 
uh-moks-i-sil-in /a,mpksi'silim/ 
Amoy another name for Xiamen 
uh-moy /a'mat/ 
Ampere, André-Marie French 
physicist 
ah(ng)-dray marr-ee ah(ng)-pair 
/a,dret mari: a'pe:(r)/ 
ampere unit of electric current 
am-pair /‘ampe:(r)/ 
ampersand sign & 
am-puhr-sand /‘ampa(r)sand/ 
amphibious suited for both land and 
water 
am-fib-i-uhss /am'fibias/ 
Amphitrite Greek goddess 
am-fit-ry-ti / amfi'traiti/ 
amphora pl. amphorae ancient Greek or 
Roman jug 
am-fuh-ruh, pl. am-fuh-ree /‘amfara/, 
pl. /-ri:/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
ampoule glass capsule containing a 
liquid 


14 


am-pool /‘ampu:l/ 
Sometimes also amp-yool. 


AMRAAM Advanced Medium Range 
Air-to-Air Missile 
am-ram /‘amram/ 
Amritsar city, India 
um-rit-suhr /am'ritsa(r)/ 
Amstel river, Netherlands 
am-stuhl /‘amstal/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Amsterdam capital of the Netherlands 
am-stuhr-dam /‘amsta(r)dam/, 
[.amstar‘damJ 
Established anglicization. A more Dutch 
pronunciation, with stress on the last 
syllable, is also common. 


Amu Darya river, central Asia 
ah-moo dar-i-uh /,a:mu: ‘da:ria/ 

amulet small piece of jewellery 
am-yoo-luht /‘amjulat/ 

Amun-Ra ancient Egyptian god 
am-uhn rah /,aman 'ra:/ 

Amundsen, Roald Norwegian explorer 
roo-al ah-muun-suhn /,ru:al 
‘a:munsen/ 

Amur river, NE Asia 
uh-moor /a'mua(r)/ 

amygdala pl. amygdalae part of the 
brain 
uh-mig-duh-luh, p!. uh-mig-duh-lee 
/a'migdala/, pl. /-Li:/ 

Anabaptism doctrine that baptism 
should only be administered to believing 
adults 
an-uh-bap-tiz-uhm /,ana‘baptizam/ 

anachronism thing appropriate to a 
period other than that in which it exists 
uh-nak-ruh-niz-uhm /a'nakra,nizam/ 

Anacreon Greek poet 
uh-nak-ri-uhn /a‘nakrian/ 

Anadyr city and river, Russia 
uh-nad-eer /a'nadia(r)/ 

anaemia deficiency of red cells or of 
haemoglobin in the blood 
uh-nee-mi-uh /a‘ni:mia/ 

anaesthesia insensitivity to pain 
an-iss-thee-zi-uh /,anis‘0i:zia/ 

anaesthetic substance that induces 
insensitivity to pain 
an-iss-thet-ik /,ants'@etik/ 
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anaesthetist one who administers 
anaesthetics 
uh-neess-thuh-tist /e’ni:s8etist/ 
Anaglypta trademark type of wallpaper 
an-uh-glip-tuh /,ano'glipta/ 
Anah, al- town, Iraq 
uhl an-uh /al 'ano/ 
Anaheim city, US 
an-uh-hym /‘anaharm/ 
analgesia inability to feel pain 
an-uhl-jee-zi-uh /,anal'd3i:zia/ 
analogue a person or thing seen as 
comparable to another 
an-uh-log /‘analog/ 
Anambra state, Nigeria 
an-am-bruh /a'nambra/ 
ananda extreme happiness 
ah-nun-duh /a:’nando/ 
Ananias biblical name 
an-uh-ny-uhss /,ane‘naias/ 
Anantnag province, Kashmir 
uh-nunt-nuhg /o'nantnag/ 
anapaest metrical foot 
an-uh-peest /‘anapi:st/ 
Commonly also an-uh-pest. 


anaphora use of a word referring back to 
a word used earlier 
uh-naf-uh-ruh /a'naforoa/ 
anaphylaxis extreme allergic reaction 
an-uh-fil-ak-siss /,anaft'laksts/ 
anaptyxis insertion of a vowel to aid 
pronunciation 
an-uhp-tik-siss /,anop'tiksis/ 
Anastacia American pop singer 
an-uh-stay-zhuh /ana'ste13a/ 
Anastasia Russian princess 
an-uh-stah-si-uh /ana'sta:sia/ 
anastrozole breast cancer drug 
uh-nast-ruh-zohl /a'nastrazaul/ 
Anatolia western peninsula of Asia 
an-uh-toh-li-uh / ana'tavlie/ 
Anaxagoras Greek philosopher 
an-ak-sag-uh-ruhss /,anak'sageras/ 
Anaximander Greek scientist 
an-ak-sim-and-uhr /anaksi'manda(r)/ 
Anaximenes Greek philosopher 
an-ak-sim-uh-neez /,anak'srmani:z/ 
Anbar, al- province, Iraq 
uhl uhn-bar /al an‘ba:(r)/ 
Anchises Greek mythological character 


anaesthetist | Andorra 


an-ky-seez /an’kaisi:2/ 
anchorite religious recluse 

ank-uh-ryt /‘ankerait/ 
anchovy small shoaling fish 

an-chuh-vi /‘antSavi/ 


The old-fashioned pronunciation 
an-choh-vi is rarely heard now. 


ancillary providing support to the 
primary activities of an organization 
an-sil-uh-ri /an'stlari/ 

Ancona port, Italy 
ank-oh-nuh /an'kaona/ 

Ancre river, France 
ah(ng)-kruh /‘akro/ 

Andalusia region, Spain 
an-duh-loo-si-uh /,anda‘lu:sie/ 
Established anglicization. The Spanish form 
is Andalucia, and is pronounced 
an-dal-oo-see-uh locally, and 
an-dal-oo-thee-uh in standard Spanish. 


Andalusian relating to Andalusia 
an-duh-loo-si-uhn /,anda'lu:sian/ 

Andaman and Nicobar Islands 
groups of islands, Bay of Bengal 
and-uh-muhn nik-uh-bar /‘andamen 
‘nikaba:(r)/ 

andante musical term 
an-dan-tay /an'dante1/ 

Andean relating to the Andes 
an-dee-uhn /an‘di:en/ 
Sometimes also an-di-uhn. 


Andelfingen district, Switzerland 
an-duhl-fing-uhn /‘andal,figen/ 

Andersen, Hans Christian Danish 
author 
hanz krist-yuhn an-duhr-suhn /,hanz 
Kristjon ‘anda(r)son/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Andes mountain system, South America 
and-eez /‘andi:z/ 

Established anglicization. 

Andhra Pradesh state, India 
ahn-druh pruh-daysh /,a:ndra 
pro'derS/ 

Andijan city, Uzbekistan 
uhn-dij-ahn /andr'd3a:n/ 

andiron metal stand 
an-dy-uhn /‘andaten/ 

Andorra autonomous principality 
between France and Spain 
an-dawr-uh /an‘da:ra/ 


andouille | Annapolis 


Commonly also an-dorr-uh. 


andouille type of pork sausage 

o(ng)-dwee /d'dwi:/, French [@'duj] 
Andress, Ursula Swiss actress 

ur-syuul-uh and-ress /,a:(r)sjole 

‘andres/ 

* Established anglicization. 
Andrié, Ivo Bosnian writer 

ee-voh and-ritch /,i:vau ‘andritJ/ 
Androcles Roman fictional name 

and-ruh-kleez /‘andrakli:z/ 
androgen male sex hormone 

and-ruh-juhn /‘andrad3en/ 
Andromache Greek mythological 

character 

an-drom-ub-ki /an‘dromaki/ 
Andromeda Greek mythological 

character 

an-drom-uh-duh /an'dromada/ 
Andropov, Yuri Soviet statesman 

yoor-i an-drop-uhf /,juari an‘dropaf/ 
anechoic free from echo 

an-ek-oh-ik /ane'kauik/ 
anemometer instrument for measuring 

wind speed 

an-uh-mom-it-uhr /,ane'mpmita(r)/ 
anemone plant 

uh-nem-uh-ni /a'nemani/ 
aneurysm swelling of the wall of an 

artery 

an-yuu-riz-uhm /‘anjorizam/ 
Angelico, Fra Italian painter 

frah an-jel-ik-oh / fra: an'd3elikeu/ 
Angelou, Maya American novelist 

and poet 

my-uh an-juh-loo /,maia ‘and3alu:/ 
Angers town, France 

ah(ng)-zhay /a’3e1/ 
Angers, Avril English actress 

av-reel ang-guhrz /,avri:l ‘anga(r)z/ 
Angevin dynasty of English kings 

an-juh-vin /‘and3evin/ 

* Established anglicization. 
Angharad Welsh girl’s name 

ang-harr-ad /an'harad/ 
angina medical condition 

an-jy-nuh /an'd3ama/ 
angioplasty surgical unblocking of a 

blood vessel 

an-ji-oh-plast-i /‘and3iau,plasti/ 
Angkor capital of the ancient kingdom of 

Khmer 
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ang-kor /'anka:(r)/ 

Anglesey island and county, Wales 
ang-guhl-si /‘angelsi/ 

Angola country 
ang-goh-luh /an’gavla/ 

angora cat, goat, or rabbit of a 
long-haired breed 
ang-gawr-uh /an'go:re/ 

Angstrém, Anders Jonas Swedish 
physicist 
an-duhrsh yoo-nuhss ong-stroem 
/,anda(r)f ju:nas 'pnstrem/ 

angstrom unit of length 
ang-struhm /‘anstram/ 

Anguilla island, the Caribbean 
ang-gwil-uh /an‘gwile/ 

Anhui province, China 
an-khway /,an'xwet/ 

animadversion criticism or censure 
an-im-uhd-vur-shuhn 
/ animad'va:(r)fan/ 

animatronics technique of making and 
operating lifelike robots 
an-im-uh-tron-iks /,antma'‘troniks/ 

animé Japanese animation 
an-im-ay /‘animet/ 

anion negatively charged ion 
an-y-uhn /‘anaran/ 

anise Mediterranean plant 
an-iss /‘anis/ 

Anisoptera group of insects 
an-y-zop-tuh-ruh /,anar'zpptara/ 

Anjou former province, France 
ah(ng)-zhoo /a‘3u:/ 

Ankara capital of Turkey 
ank-uh-ruh /‘ankera/ 

ankh cross-like design 
ank /ank/ 

ankylosaur herbivorous dinosaur 
ank-il-uh-sor /‘anktlasa:(r)/ 

ankylosis stiffening of a joint 
ank-il-oh-siss /,ankt'leusts/ 

Annaba port, Algeria 
an-uh-buh /‘anaba/ 

Anna Karenina novel by Tolstoy 
an-uh kuh-ren-in-uh /,ana ka'renina/ 
* Established anglicization. 

Annan, Kofi Ghanaian Secretary 
General of the United Nations 
koh-fi an-an / kaofi ‘anan/ 

Annapolis city, US 
uh-nap-uh-liss /a‘napalis/ 
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Anglicization 


When the Pronunciation Unit advises on the pronunciation of foreign 
names, words, and phrases, we make recommendations which are as 
close as possible to the original language. However, we do not expect a 
perfect reproduction of all non-English sounds. This would be confus- 
ing and disruptive for audiences and would also be quite a challenge 
for broadcasters! Therefore, our recommendations include 
anglicizations which make speaking and understanding easier. Some 
simplification is also necessary to give written advice for pronunci- 
ations using a respelling system. Our respelling system includes 
English sounds and also some other consonant and vowel sounds, 

for instance the Welsh hl as in //an and the French oe as in coeur. 


Established anglicization of names 

Many names of foreign countries, rivers, and cities have established 
anglicizations: that is, standard ways in which they are pronounced or 
spelled when they are referred to in English. These established 
anglicizations are those listed in gazetteers, atlases, and dictionaries. 
Examples include parr-iss (not part-ee) for Paris and tib-lee-si for Tbil- 
ist. Examples of established anglicized spellings (for which the pronun- 
ciations also differ, of course) include Turin for Torino, Munich for 
Miinchen, and Lyons for Lyon. Where these names appear in this book 
the native version and an approximate pronunciation is given in a 
usage note. It is important to note that established anglicizations are 
not invariably used in an English-language context: for example, the 
football team of the city Basle is called FC Basel. 

The Pronunciation Unit’s recommendations take all these estab- 
lished anglicizations into account. Anglicizations for major place 
names are usually uncontroversial, but can change over time (e.g. 
Marseilles, Niger, Majorca). Official spellings or transliterations of 
names can also change (e.g. Kolkata, Beijing), which can lead to fur- 
ther changes in established anglicized pronunciations. Less commonly, 
anglicization can apply to people’s names as well as place names (e.g. 
Michael Schumacher); this is particularly common with high-profile 
people in the areas of international sport, showbusiness, and politics. 
We research the level of anglicization which a particular person prefers 
for their name before making recommendations. 


Established anglicization of words and phrases 


Words and phrases in languages other than English often appear in an 
English-language context. Topics such as music, science, literature, 


Annapurna | Antananarivo 


food and drink, dance, and sport provide many examples. When these 
words are treated as foreign the Pronunciation Unit makes recom- 
mendations which are as close as possible to the original language, 
subject to the usual simplifications. However, when these words and 
phrases are taken into English they are generally pronounced using 
only English sounds, and in such cases a more anglicized reeommenda- 
tion is more appropriate. For example, the French phrase trompe l’eil 
is usually pronounced tromp loy in English, rather than tro(ng)p loey. As 
with place names, these anglicizations too can change over time. The 
title of the Spanish novel Don Quixote used to be anglicized to don 
kwik-sot, but this is now rather dated, and don kee-hoh-ti is the angli- 
cization we now recommend. Words borrowed from other languages 
are often initially given foreign pronunciations, and then anglicizations 
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become established: sudoku is an excellent example of this. 


Annapurna mountain, Nepal 
an-uh-poor-nuh /,ana'poa(r)ne/ 


Sometimes anglicized to an-uh-pur-nuh. 


annatto orange-red dye 
uh-nat-oh /a'nateu/ 

anneal heat and then cool slowly 
uh-neel /a'ni:l/ 

Annecy town, France 
an-see /an'si:/ 

Annigoni, Pietro Italian painter 
pyet-roh an-ig-oh-ni /,pjetrau 
ani'gauni/ 

annihilate destroy utterly 
uh-ny-il-ayt /a'natleit/ 

Annobon island, Equatorial Guinea 
an-uh-bon /ana'bon/ 

Anno Domini ‘in the year of the Lord’ 
(Latin) 
an-oh dom-in-y /,anou 'dommai/ 

annus horribilis ‘disastrous year’ 
(Latin) 
an-uhss horr-ee-bil-iss /,anes 
ho'ri:bilrs/ 

annus mirabilis ‘auspicious year’ 
(Latin) 
an-uhss mirr-rah-bil-iss /,anos 
mr'ra:bilis/ 

anode positively charged electrode 
an-ohd /‘anaud/ 

anodyne not likely to cause offence 
an-uh-dyn /‘anadain/ 

anomaly deviates from what is standard 
uh-nom-uh-li /e'nomoali/ 


anopheles mosquito 
uh-nof-il-eez /a'npfili:z/ 

anorexia nervosa pathological 
slimming compulsion 
an-uh-rek-si-uh nur-voh-suh 
/ ana,rekstia na:(r)'vausa/ 

Anouilh, Jean French dramatist 
zhah(ng) an-wee /,34 an'wi:/, [anuj] 

ANOVA statistical analysis of variance 
an-oh-vuh /a'navva/ 

Ansar al-Islam Iraqi militant group 
un-sar uhl iss-lahm /an'sa:(r) al 
1s‘la:m/ 

Anschluss annexation of Austria by 
Germany in 1938 
an-shiuuss /‘anslus/ 

Anselm, St Italian-born philosopher 
and theologian 
an-selm /‘anselm/ 

Anshan city, China 
an-shan /,an'fan/ 

Antabuse trademark for disulfiram 
ant-uh-byooss /‘antabju:s/ 

antacid preventing acidity 
an-tass-id /an'tasid/ 

Antaeus Greek mythological character 
an-tee-uhss /an'ti:es/ 

Antalya port, Turkey 
an-tal-yuh /an'talja/ 

Antananarivo capital of Madagascar 
un-tun-uh-nuh-ree-voo 
/an,tanene'ri:vu:/ 
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Antares star 
an-tar-eez /an'ta:ri:z/ 
antebellum occurring before a war 
an-ti-bel-uhm /,anti'belom/ 
antecedent thing that precedes another 
an-tiss-ee-duhnt /,antr'si:dent/ 
antepenult the last syllable but two 
in a word 
an-tip-uh-nult / antipa‘nalt/ 
Anthemius Greek mathematician 
an-thee-mi-uhss /an'@i:mias/ 
anthracite coal of a hard variety 
an-thruh-syt /‘an@rasalt/ 
anthrax serious bacterial disease 
an-thraks /‘anOraks/ 
Antibes port and resort, France 
ah(ng)-teeb /a'ti:b/ 
anticipatory happening in anticipation 
of something 
an-tiss-ip-uh-tuh-ri /an‘tistpe,tari/ 
Antigone Greek mythological character 
an-tig-uh-ni /an‘tigani/ 
Antigua town, Guatemala 
an-teeg-wuh /an'ti:gwa/ 
Antigua and Barbuda island state, 
Leeward Islands 
an-tee-guh /an'ti:ga/ 
Antilles group of islands, West Indies 
an-til-eez /an'tili:z/ 
antimacassar piece of cloth put over the 
back of a chair 
an-ti-muh-kass-uhr /,antima’kasa(r)/ 
antimony chemical element 
an-tim-uh-ni /‘antimani/ 
Antioch city, Turkey 
ant-i-ok /‘antivk/ 
antipathy feeling of aversion 
an-tip-uh-thi /an'trpa6i/ 
antiphon short sentence sung hefore or 
after a psalm 
an-tif-uhn /‘antifan/ 
Antipodes Australia and New Zealand 
an-tip-uh-deez /an'tipadi:z/ 
Antisthenes Greek philosopher and 
teacher 
an-tiss-thuh-neez /an'tis8ani:z/ 
antithesis pl. antitheses opposite 
an-tith-uh-siss, pl. an-tith-uh-seez 
/an'ti8asis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
Antlia constellation 
an-tli-uh /‘antlia/ 


Antares | APEC 


Antofagasta port, Chile 
ant-of-ag-ast-uh /,antvfa‘gasta/ 
Antoninus Pius Roman emperor 
an-tuh-ny-nuhss py-uhss /,anta,namas 
‘paias/ 
Antonioni, Michelangelo Italian film 
director 
meek-uh-lan-juh-loh an-toh-ni-ob-ni 
/mi:ka,land3aleu antauni'auni/ 
Antwerp port, Belgium 
ant-wurp /‘antwa:(r)p/ 
Established anglicization. The Flemish 
name is Antwerpen, pronounced 
unt-wairp-uhn, and the French form is 
Anvers, pronounced ah(ng)-vair. 


Anubis Egyptian god of the dead 
uh-nyoo-biss /a'nju:bis/ 

Anuradhapura city and district, 
Sri Lanka 
an-uu-rahd-uh-poor-uh 
/ anu:ra:da'puara/ 

Anvers see Antwerp 

Anwar, Mina English actress 
mee-nuh an-war /,mi:na ‘anwa:(r)/ 

Anzoategui state, Venezuela 
an-swat-eg-ee /ans'wategi:/ 

ao dai Vietnamese long-sleeved tunic 
ow dy /‘au ,dat/ 

Aoraki official name for Mount Cook, 
New Zealand 
ow-rak-i /au'raki/ 

aorta main artery of the body 
ay-or-tuh /er's:(r)ta/ 

Aosta city, Italy 
ah-ost-uh /a:'psta/ 

Aotearoa Maori name for New Zealand 
ow-tay-uh-roh-uh /au,te1a'raua/ 

Aozou Strip disputed desert land, Chad 
Ow-zO0 /au'zu:/ 

Apache American Indian ethnic group 
uh-patch-i /a'patfi/ 

apartheid South African policy of 
segregation 
uh-part-hayt /a'pa:(r)theit/ 
This is the Afrikaans pronunciation, and the 


one most common in English. Less common 
is uh-part-hyd. 


apatosaurus herbivorous dinosaur 
uh-pat-uh-sawr-uhss /a,pate'sa:ras/ 
APEC Asia-Pacific Economic 
Co-operation 
ay-pek /‘erpek/ 


Apeldoorn | appoggiatura 


Apeldoorn town, Netherlands 
ap-uhl-dorn /‘apaldo:(ryn/ 

Apelles Greek painter 
uh-pel-eez /a'peli:z/ 

Apennines mountain range, Italy 
ap-uh-nynz /‘apanainz/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Appennino, pronounced ap-en-ee-noh. 


aperitif alcoholic drink taken before 
a meal 
uh-perr-it-eef /a,perr'ti:f/ 
aphasia impaired speech after brain 
damage 
uh-fay-zi-uh /a'ferzia/ 
aphelion pl. aphelia point furthest from 
the sun 
ap-hee-li-uhn, pl. ap-hee-li-uh 
/ap‘hi:lian/, pl. /-lia/ 
aphorism pithy observation 
af-uh-riz-uhm /‘aferizam/ 
aphrodisiac substance that stimulates 
sexual desire 
af-ruh-diz-i-ak /,afra'diziak/ 
Aphrodisias ancient city of Asia Minor 
af-ruh-diss-i-uhss /afra'disias/ 
Aphrodite Greek goddess 
af-ruh-dy-ti /,afra'datti/ 
Api mountain, Nepal 
ah-pi /‘a:pi/ 
Apia capital! of Samoa 
ah-pee-uh /a:'pi:a/ 
apiary place where bees are kept 
ay-pi-uh-ri /‘erpiari/ 
apical relating to an apex 
ap-ik-uhl /‘apikal/ 


Sometimes also ay-pik-uhl. 


Apis Egyptian mythological god 
ah-piss /‘a:pis/ 

apnoea temporary cessation of breathing 
ap-nee-uh /ap'ni:a/ 


Sometimes also ap-ni-uh. 


apocalypse destruction on a 
catastrophic scale 
uh-pok-uh-lips /a'pokalips/ 

apocope omission of the final sound 
of a word 
uh-pok-uh-pi /a‘pokapi/ 

apocrine relating to a type of skin cell 
ap-ub-kryn /‘apakrain/ 

Apocrypha biblical writings not forming 
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part of the accepted canon of Scripture 
uh-pok-rif-uh /a'‘pokrife/ 

apogee highest point 
ap-uh-jee /‘apod3i:/ 

Apollinaire, Guillaume French poet 
gee-yohm ap-ol-ee-nair /gi:,jaum 
appli:‘ne:(r)/ 

Apollinaris bishop of Laodicea in Asia 
Minor 
uh-pol-in-air-iss /a,poli'ne:ris/ 

Apollonius Greek mathematician 
ap-uh-loh-ni-uhss /,apa'launias/ 

Apollyon name for the Devil 
uh-pol-yuhn /a'ppljen/ 

apophthegm concise saying or maxim 
ap-uh-them /‘apotem/ 

apoplectic overcome with anger 
ap-uh-plek-tik /,apa'plektik/ 

apostasy abandonment of a religious or 
political belief 
uh-post-uh-si /a'postasi/ 

apostolic relating to the Apostles 
ap-uh-stol-ik /,apa'stolik/ 

apostrophe punctuation mark 
uh-post-ruh-fi /a'postrafi/ 

apothecary person who prepared and 
sold medicines 
uh-poth-uh-kuh-ri /a'podakari/ 
apotheosis highest point 
uh-poth-i-oh-siss /a,ppGi'ausis/ 

Appalachian Mountains mountain 
system, North America 
ap-uh-lay-chuhn /,apa'lertfan/ 

Appaloosa North American breed 
of horse 
ap-uh-loo-suh /,apa‘iu:sa/ 

appellant person who appeals to a 
higher court 
uh-pel-uhnt /a'pelant/ 

appellation name or title 
ap-uh-lay-shuhn /,apa'leifan/ 

appendectomy removal of the appendix 
ap-en-dek-tuh-mi /,apan'dektami/ 

Appenzell canton, Switzerland 
ap-uhn-tsel /‘apantsel/ 

Appian Way road southward from 
Rome 
ap-i-uhn /‘apien/ 

appliqué ornamental needlework 
uh-plee-kay /a'pli:ke1/ 

appoggiatura musical term 
uh-poj-uh-tyoor-uh /a,pod3a'tjuara/ 
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apricot fruit 
ay-prik-oht /‘erprikot/ 


Sometimes also ap-rik-ot. 


a priori knowledge which comes from 
theoretical deduction 
ay pry-aw-ry /,eI prat‘a:ral/ 


Also ah pri-aw-ri. 


apropos with reference to 
a-pruh-poh / apra'pau/ 

Apuleius Roman writer 
ap-yuul-ee-uhss / apjo'li:es/ 

Apulia region, Italy 
uh-pyoo-li-uh /a'pju:lia/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Puglia, pronounced pool-yuh ['pudAa]. 


Apurimac region, Peru 
ap-oo-ree-mak /apu:'ri:mak/ 
Apus constellation 
ay-puhss /‘erpas/ 
Aqaba port, Jordan 
ak-uh-buh /'akabo/ 
Aqsa, al- Palestinian militant group 
uhl uk-suh /al ‘akso/ 
Aquae Sulis Roman name for Bath 
ak-wy soo-liss /,akwat ‘su:lis/ 
aquamanile water container 
ak-wuh-mub-ny-li /akwema'nalli/ 
Aquarius constellation 
uh-kwair-i-uhss /a'kwe:rias/ 
aquatic relating to water 
uh-kwat-ik /a'kwatrk/ 


Less commonly also uh-kwot-ik. 


aquavit Scandinavian spirit 
ak-wuh-veet /akwe'vi:t/ 
aqua vitae spirit 
ak-wuh vy-tee /,akwa ‘varti:/ 


Sometimes also vee-ty; see Latin panel. 


aqueous of or containing water 
ay-kwi-uhss /‘etkwias/ 
Aquila constellation 
ak-wil-uh /'akwile/ 
Aguila city, Italy 
ak-wee-luh /‘akwi:la/ 
Aquinas, St Thomas Italian 
philosopher 
uh-kwyn-uhss /a'kwainas/ 
Aquitaine region and former province, 
France 
ak-wi-tayn /,akwr'tetm/, [akiten] 


apricot | arbitrary 


* Established anglicization. 

Ara constellation 
ar-uh /‘a:ra/ 

Arabiyah, al- Arabic TV station 
uhl arr-ab-ee-yuh /al ara'bi:jo/ 

Aracajui port, Brazil 
arr-uh-kuh-zhoo /,araka'3u:/ 

Arachne Greek mythological character 
uh-rak-ni /a'rakni/ 

arachnophobia fear of spiders 
uh-rak-nuh-foh-bi-uh /a,rakna'faubia/ 

Arafat, Mount Mountain, Saudi Arabia 
arr-uh-fat /‘arefat/, Arabic [?ara'f@:t] 
* Established anglicization. 

Arafat, Yasser Palestinian statesman 
yah-sirr arr-uh-fat / ja:sir ‘arafat/, 
Arabic [ jee:sir ?ara'fee:t] 

Established anglicization. 

Arafura Sea sea between Australia, 
Indonesia, and New Guinea 
arr-uh-foor-uh /,are'fuara/ 

Aragon autonomous region, Spain 
arr-uh-guhn /‘aregen/ 

Aragorn character from The Lord 
of the Rings 
arr-uh-gorn /‘arago:(r)n/ 

Aral Sea inland sea, central Asia 
arr-ubl /‘aral/ 

Aramaic ancient Semitic language 
arr-uh-may-ik /,ara'mertk/ 

Aramis character in The Three 
Musketeers 
arr-uh-miss /‘aramis/ 

Aranyaka Hindu sacred treatise 
arr-uhn-yak-uh /,ara'njake/ 

Arapaho North American Indian people 
uh-rap-uh-hoh /a'rapshau/ 

Ararat, Mount volcanic peaks, Turkey 
arr-uh-rat /'ararat/ 

araucaria tree 
arr-aw-kair-i-uh /aro:'ke:rio/ 

Arawak South American ethnic group 
arr-uh-wak /‘arawak/ 

Arbil see Erbil 

arbitrage simultaneous buying and 
selling in different markets 
ar-bit-rahzh /‘a:(r)bitra:3/ 

Sometimes also ar-bit-rij. 


arbitrary random 
ar-bit-ruh-ri /‘a:(r)bitrari/ 
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Arabic 


Arabic belongs to the Semitic family of languages. With over 150 
million native speakers, it is one of the world’s major languages. There 
are two main forms of Arabic, literary Arabic and colloquial Arabic. 
Literary Arabic is the standard form: it is the language of the Koran, 
and is used in the media. Colloquial Arabic comprises the various 
spoken dialects in everyday usage. 

Giving recommendations for Arabic pronunciation is complicated by 
the fact that there is so much variation between different forms of 
Arabic. Also, our advice is based on spellings transliterated into the 
Roman alphabet, but the transliterations used can be inconsistent and 
arbitrary. The Arabic given here is, as always, somewhat anglicized in 
line with BBC policy and the constraints of phonetic respelling. 


Vowels 

Literary Arabic has three vowels, which can be either long or short, 

although the quality of these vowels, particularly A, can be realized in 

many different ways. 

A is generally pronounced a when short and ah when long. Mohammed 
is moh-ham-uhd, and Talabani is tah-\uh-bah-ni. 

Short A is sometimes closer to u, next to certain consonants. Qadri is 
kud-ri. 

Long A is sometimes closer to air, but when no R is present in the 
orthography, we render this sound as ah. This retains the length 
(which determines stress), but compromises the quality. 

Lis pronounced i when short and ee when long. 

U is pronounced uu when short and oo when long. 

Colloquial Arabic also allows for E and O. 

E is pronounced e when short and close to ay when long. 

O is pronounced o when short, and close to oh or aw when long. 

Some of these vowel qualities are commonly reduced to schwa (uh) in 
anglicized Arabic. 

Arabic has two diphthongs. Variously transliterated as AI, AY, EI, or 
EI, the first of these is commonly pronounced y in literary Arabic, and 
ay in colloquial Arabic. This why it is so common to hear names like 
Mohamed ElBaradei pronounced both barr-uh-dy and barr-uh-day. The 
other diphthong is transliterated AU or AW, and is pronounced ow in 
literary Arabic, and oh in colloquial Arabic. 


Consonants 
The Arabic alphabet contains all the consonant sounds of English 
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apart from g, p, and v. There are also many sounds which do not occur 

in English, some of which are difficult to represent in the respelling. 

All instances of kh refers to the sound in Scottish loch, never to that of 
German ich. 

B, D, F, K, L, M, N, T, and Z are pronounced as in English in anglicized 
Arabic. 

DH is pronounced th as in there. 

GH is pronounced as kh, but with added voicing (i.e. pronounced with 
vibration of the vocal chords. IPA is [y]). This sound is always angli- 
cized to g. 

H is pronounced as h, but can appear in any position in Arabic. We try 
to reflect this in names such as Ahmed, although due to the restric- 
tions of the respellings we represent this sound as kh in this diction- 
ary. This is not ideal, but is better than leaving it out altogether. 

J and DJ are pronounced j. In North African dialects, where there is 
influence from French, J is often pronounced zh. 

KH is pronounced kh. 

Q is pronounced as k, but further back in the mouth (IPA is [q]). This 
sound is always anglicized to k. 

SH is pronounced sh, but beware of syllable breaks between S and H. 
Isham is iss-hahm. 

TH is pronounced th. 

’ is a voiced pharyngeal fricative (IPA is [$]). This is not always tran- 
scribed, and is sometimes expressed as an A in the spelling instead, 
for example Ba’th or Baath. This is not a sound we can retain in 
anglicized pronunciations. 

The Lin the article al/el is silent before the so-called sun letters, i.e. 
the sounds t, th, d, th, z, s, sh, |, n, and zh. Al-Zarqawi is uh-zuhr-kah-wi. 

In a native pronunciation the initial consonant of the following word 
is doubled to compensate (see more about long Arabic consonants 
below). 

This phenomenon is sometimes reflected in the transliteration, and 
so the Iraqi city Najaf may be spelt an-Najaf as well as al-Najaf- 


Stress 
Stress is determined by syllable length and structure, but as a general 
guide stress is placed on the last syllable containing a long vowel or on 
the vowel immediately preceding a doubled consonant. As with Italian, 
the double consonant is not a feature we can retain. 

Farug is fart-ook and Muammar is moo-um-uhr. 

If all vowels and consonants are short, and the word has more than 
two syllables, stress falls on the antepenultimate syllable. Hanafi is 
han-af-i. 


Arbois | Argentine 


Arbois city, France 
ar-bwah /a:(r)’bwa:/ 
arboreal living in trees 
ar-baw-ri-uhl /a:(r)'bo:rial/ 
Arbuthnot, John Scottish physician 
and writer 
ar-buth-nuht /a:(r)'baénat/ 
Arcadia mountainous district, Greece 
ar-kay-di-uh /a:(r)'kerdia/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Aready ideal rustic paradise 
ar-kuh-di /‘a:(r)kadi/ 
arcana secrets or mysteries 
ar-kay-nuh /a:(r)'keina/ 
Are de Triomphe ceremonial arch 
in Paris 
ark duh tree-o(ng)f /,a:(r)k de tri:'3f/ 
Archaean geological term 
ar-kee-uhn /a:(r)'kKi:en/ 
archaeopteryx prehistoric bird 
ar-ki-op-tuh-riks /,a:(r)ki’pptariks/ 
archaic old or old-fashioned 
ar-kay-ik /a:(r)'kenk/ 
Archangel port, Russia 
ark-ayn-juhl /‘a:(r)kemnd3al/ 
Established anglicization. The Russian 


name is Arkhangelsk, pronounced 
ar-khan-guhisk [ar'xang/1lsk]. 


archangel angel of greater than 
ordinary rank 
ark-ayn-juhl /‘a:(r)keind3al/ 


Sometimes also ark-ayn-juhl. 


Archilochus Greek poet 
ar-kil-uh-kuhss /a:(r)'kilekes/ 
Archimedes Greek mathematician 
ar-kim-ee-deez /,a:(r)kr'mi:di:z/ 
archipelago group of islands 
ar-kip-el-uh-goh /,a:(r)kr'pelagau/ 
archivist person who maintains archives 
ar-kiv-ist /'a:(r)kivist/ 
archosaur reptile 
ar-kuh-sor /‘a:(r)kaso:(r)/ 
ARCIC Anglican Roman Catholic 
International Commission 
ar-kik /‘a:(r)k1k/ 
Arctogaea zoogeographical area 
ark-tuh-jee-uh /,a:(r)kta'd3i:a/ 
Arcturus star 
ark-tyoor-uhss /a:(r)k'tjuaras/ 
Ardea village, Italy 
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ar-day-uh /‘a:(r)dera/ 

Ardéche river and department, France 
ar-desh /a:(r)'deS/ 

Ardennes forested region in Belgium, 
France, and Luxembourg 
ar-den /a:(r)'den/ 

Ard Fheis an Irish party political 
conference 
ard esh /a:(r)d ‘eS/ 

Ardizzone, Edward British artist 
ar-diz-oh-ni /,a:(r)dr'zauni/ 

Ardnamurchan peninsula, Scotland 
ard-nuh-murkh-uhn 
/,a:(r)dna'ma:(r)xen/ 

are unit of measurement 
ar /a:(r)/ 

Arenal, Mount volcano, Spain 
arr-en-al /are'nal/ 

Arendt, Hannah German-born 
American philosopher 
ar-uhnt /‘a:rant/ 

areola pl. areolae small circular area 
uh-ree-uh-luh, pl. uh-ree-uh-lee 
fa'rizala/, pl. /-Li:/ 

Areopagitica poem by Milton 
arr-i-op-uh-jit-ik-uh /,arinpa'd3itika/ 
Commonly also arr-i-op-uh-git-ik-uh. 


Arequipa city, Peru 
arr-ek-ee-puh /,are'ki:pa/ 
Ares Greek god 
air-eez /‘e:ri:z/ 
aréte sharp mountain ridge 
uh-ret /a'ret/ 
Arezzo city and football club, Italy 
uh-ret-soh /a'retsau/ 
Argelés-Gazost resort, France 
ar-zhuh-less gaz-ost /a:(r)3a,les 
ga‘zpst/ 
argent silver 
ar-juhnt /‘a:(r)d3ant/ 
Argenta town, Italy 
ar-jent-uh /a:(r)'d3enta/ 
Argentiére village, France 
ar-zhah(ng)-tyair /a:(r)3a'tje(r)/ 
Argentina country 
ar-juhn-tee-nuh /,a:(r)d3an'ti:no/, 
Spanish [arxen'tina] 
* Established anglicization. 
Argentine relating to Argentina 
ar-juhn-tyn /‘a:(r)d3zantam/ 
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Argentinian relating to Argentina 
ar-juhn-tin-i-uhn /,a:(r)dgan'tmian/ 

Arges river, Romania 
ar-jesh /‘a:(r)d3eJ/ 

Argo constellation 
ar-goh /‘a:(r)gou/ 

argon chemical element 
ar-gon /‘a:(r)gon/ 

Argonauts Greek mythological 
characters 
ar-guh-nawts /‘a:(r)gana:ts/ 

Argos city, Greece 
ar-goss /'a:(r)gps/ 

argosy large merchant ship 
ar-guh-si /‘a:(r)gasi/ 

argot jargon of a particular group 
ar-goh /‘a:(r)gau/ 

Argyll and Bute council area, Scotland 
ar-gyl byoot /a:(r)‘gail ‘bju:t/ 

Arhus (also Aarhus) city, Denmark 
or-hooss /':(r)hu:s/ 

Ariadne Greek mythological character 
arr-i-ad-ni /,ari‘adni/ 

Arica city, Chile 
arr-ee-kuh /a'ri:ka/ 

Ariége river and department, France 
arr-i-ezh /ari'e3/ 

Ariel moon of Uranus 
air-i-uhl /‘e:rial/ 

Aries constellation 
air-eez /‘e:ri:2/ 

Arimidex trademark drug 
uh-rim-id-eks /a'rimideks/ 

arioso musical term 
arr-i-oh-zoh / ar1'auzau/ 

Ariosto, Ludovico Italian poet 
lood-uh-veek-oh arr-i-ost-oh 
/lu:da,vi:keu ari'pstau/ 

Aristarchus Greek scholar 
arr-ist-ar-kuhss /,arr'sta:(r)kas/ 

Aristide, Jean-Bertrand Haitian 
statesman 
zhah(ng) bair-trah(ng) arr-ist-eed 
/30 be:(r),tra@ aris'ti:d/ 

Aristides Greek statesman and general 
arr-ist-y-deez /art'statdi:z/ 

Aristippus Greck philosopher 
arr-ist-ip-uhss / arr'stipas/ 

Aristophanes Greek comic dramatist 
arr-ist-of-uh-neez / ari'stofani:z/ 

Aristotelian relating to Aristotle 
arr-ist-uh-tee-li-uhn /,arista'ti:lian/ 


Argentinian | Armstrong, Louis 


Aristotle Greek philosopher and 
scientist 
arr-ist-ot-uhl /‘aristptal/ 
arithmetic branch of mathematics 
uh-rith-muh-tik /a'ri6matik/ 
arithmetic relating to arithmetic 
arr-ith-met-ik /,ar16'metik/ 
Arkansas city and state, US 
ark-uhn-saw /’a:(r)kansa:/ 
The river Arkansas in Kansas, however, is 
ar-kan-zuhss. 


Arkhangelsk see Archangel 
Arlanda airport, Sweden 
ar-lan-duh /‘a:(r)landa/ 
Arles city, France 
arl /a:(r)l/ 
Arlon town, Belgium 
ar-lo(ng) /a:(r)'15/ 
armadillo insectivorous mammal 
ar-muh-dil-oh /,a:(r)ma‘dileu/ 
Armageddon last battle before the Day 
of Judgement 
ar-muh-ged-uhn /,a:(r)ma'gedon/ 


* Armagh county, Northern Ireland 


ar-mah /a:(r)'ma:/ 
Armagnac French brandy 
ar-muhn-yak /‘a:(r)manjak/ 
Armani, Giorgio Italian fashion 
designer 
jor-joh ar-mah-ni /'d30:(r)d3au 
a:(r)‘ma:ni/ 
Armenia country 
ar-mee-ni-uh /a:(r)'mi:nia/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Armenian, Raffi Canadian composer 
and conductor 
raf-i ar-mee-ni-uhn /‘rafi 
a:(r)'mi:nian/ 
armistice agreement to stop fighting 
ar-mist-iss /‘a:(r)mistts/ 
Armitage, Richard American 
politician 
ar-mit-ij /‘a:(r)mitid3/ 
armoire cupboard or wardrobe 
ar-mwar /a:(r)'mwa:(r)/ 
Armstrong, Louis American jazz 
musician 
loo-iss /‘lu:ts/ 
This was his preferred pronunciation, 
despite the popular pronunciation of his 
name as loo-i. 


Arne, Thomas | ASCII 


Arne, Thomas English composer 
arn /a:(r)n/ 

Arnhem town, Netherlands 
ar-nuhm /‘a:(rynem/ 

Arno river, Italy 
ar-noh /‘a:(r)neu/ 

arpeggio musical term 
ar-pej-oh /a:(r)'ped3au/ 

Arquette family name of American 
actors Patricia, Rosanna, and David 
ar-ket /a:(r)'ket/ 

Arras town, France 
arr-uhss /‘aras/, [aras] 

* Established anglicization. 

Arrhenius, Svante Swedish chemist 
svan-tuh arr-ay-ni-uuss /‘svanta 
a'remnius/ 

arrhythmia irregular heartbeat 
uh-rith-mi-uh /a'ridmia/ 

arrivederci ‘goodbye’ (Italian) 
arr-iv-ed-air-chi /artve'de:(r)tSi/ 

arriviste ambitious or self-seeking 
person 
arr-i-veest /ari'vi:st/ 

arrondissement subdivision of a 
French department 
arr-on-deess-mo(ng) /,arpn'di:smi/, 
[arddism@] 

* Established anglicization. 

Arroyo, Gloria Macapagal- 
Philippine president 
glaw-ri-uh mak-uh-puh-gal 
arr-oy-oh /,glo:ria makapa,gal a'ro1au/ 

arsenic chemical element 
ar-suh-nik /‘a:(r)sentk/ 

Artaud, Antonin French actor 
ah(ng)-toh-na(ng) ar-toh /atau'né 
a:(r)'tau/ 

Artaxerxes king of ancient Persia 
ar-tuh-zurk-seez /,a:(r)ta'za:(r)ksi:z/ 

art deco decorative art style 
art dek-oh /,a:(r)t ‘dekau/ 

Artemis Greek goddess 
art-im-iss /‘a:(r)timis/ 

Arte Povera Italian artistic movement 
ar-tay pov-uh-ruh /,a:(r)ter ‘povara/ 

arthritis painful inflammation of the 
joints 
arth-ry-tiss /a:(r)'6raitis/ 

Arthropoda phylum of invertebrate 
animals 
ar-thruh-poh-duh /,a:(r)@ra'peuda/ 
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articulatory relating to the formation of 
speech sounds 
ar-tik-yuul-uh-tub-ri /a:(r)'trkjulotari/ 
Sometimes also ar-tik-yoo-lay-tuh-ri. 


artifice clever devices or expedients 
ar-tif-iss /‘a:(r)tifis/ 

artisan worker in a skilled trade 
ar-tiz-an /,a:(r)tr'zan/ 
Sometimes also ar-tiz-an. 


art nouveau style of decorative art and 
design 
art noo-voh /,a:(r)t nu:'vau/ 

Artois region and former province, 
France 
ar-twah /a:(r)'twa:/ 

Aruba island, Caribbean 
uh-roo-buh /a'ru:ba/ 

arugula rocket plant 
uh-roo-guh-luh /a'ru:gala/ 

Arunachal Pradesh state, India 
arr-oo-nah-chuhl pruh-daysh 
/aru:na:tfal pre'ders/ 

Arundel town, England 
arr-uhn-duhl /‘arondal/ 

Arwen character from The Lord 
of the Rings 
ar-wen /‘a:(r)wen/ 

Aryabhata Indian astronomer 
ar-yuh-bah-tuh /,a:(r)ja'ba:ta/ 

Aryan ethnic group 
air-i-uhn /‘e:rien/ 

arytenoid cartilage at the back of 
the larynx 
arr-it-ee-noyd /,arr'ti:nord/ 

as ancient Roman coin 
ass /as/ 

asana yoga posture 
ah-suh-nuh /‘a:sena/ 

Asansol city, India 
ass-uhn-sohl /,asan'saul/ 

Asante see Ashanti 

ASBO Anti-Social Behaviour Order 
az-boh /‘azbau/ 

ascetic characterized by self-discipline 
ub-set-ik /a'setrk/ 

Ascham, Roger English scholar and 
writer 
ask-uhm /‘askam/ 

ASCII American Standard Code for 
Information Interchange 
ask-i /‘aski/ 
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Asclepius Greek mythological character 
uh-sklee-pi-uhss /a’skli:pias/ 

Ascot town, England 
ask-uht /'askat/ 

ASEAN Association of South-East Asian 
Nations 
ass-i-an /‘asian/ 

Asgard world in Scandinavian mythology 
ass-gard /‘asga:(r)d/ 

Ashanti (also Asante) region, Ghana 
uh-shan-ti /a'fanti/ 

Ashdod seaport, Israel 
ash-dod /aJ'dnd/ 

Asher Hebrew patriarch 
ash-uhr /‘afa(r)/ 

Ashgabat (also Ashkhabad) capital of 
Turkmenistan 
ash-khuh-bat /afxa'bat/ 

Ashkenazi Jew of central or eastern 
European descent 
ash-kuh-nah-zi /,aSka'na:zi/ 

Ashkenazy, Vladimir Russian-born 
pianist 
vluh-dee-meer ash-kuh-nah-zi 
/via,di:mra(r) ,afke'na:zi/ 

ashlar masonry made of large square-cut 
stones 
ash-luhr /‘aflo(r)/ 

Ashmolean Museum museum in 
Oxford 
ash-moh-li-uhn /af'mavlian/ 

Ashoka (also Asoka) Indian emperor 
uh-shoh-kuh /a'fauka/ 

Ashgelon (also Ashkelon) ancient city, 
Israel 
ash-kuh-lohn /afka'leun/ 

ashtanga type of yoga 
ash-tang-guh /af‘tanga/ 

Ashura Muslim holy day 
ash-oor-uh /a‘Juara/ 

Asia continent 
ay-shuh /'erfa/ 


Commonly also ay-zhuh. 


Asiago city, Italy 
az-yah-goh /az'ja:gau/ 
Asimov, Isaac Russian-born American 
writer and scientist 
y-zuhk az-im-of /,a1zak ‘azimpf/ 
Asir Mountains range of mountains, 
Saudi Arabia 
uh-seer /a'sia(r)/ 


Asclepius | astigmatism 


ASLEF Associated Society of Locomotive 
Engineers and Firemen 
az-lef /‘azlef/ 

Asmara capital of Eritrea 
ass-mar-uh /as'ma:ra/ 

Asoka see Ashoka 

aspartame sweet substance 
uh-spar-taym /a'spa:(r)term/ 

Asperger’s syndrome autistic disorder 
asp-ur-guhrz /‘aspe:(r)ga(r)z/ 
* This is the pronunciation preferred by 
the National Autistic Society. 

asphalt mixture of dark bituminous 
pitch with sand or gravel 
ass-falt /‘asfalt/ 

asphyxia lack of oxygen in the blood 
uhss-fik-si-uh /as'fiksio/ 

Aspromonte Mountains mountain 
range, Italy 
asp-roh-mon-tay /,asprau'monte1/ 

Assad, Bashar al- Syrian president 
buh-shar uhl uss-uhd /ba,fa:(r) al 
‘asad/ 

Assad, Hafiz al- former Syrian 
president 
hah-fiz uhl uss-uhd /,ha:fiz al '‘asad/ 

assai musical term 
ass-y /a'sar/ 

Assam state, India 
ass-am /a'sam/ 

assay testing of a metal 
uh-Say /a'set/ 

assegai spear 
ass-uh-gy /‘asagal/ 

Assiniboine river, Canada 
uh-sin-ib-oyn /a'smibain/ 

Assisi town, Italy 
uh-see-si /a'si:si/ 

Assur ancient Mesopotamian city 
ass-oor /‘asua(r)/ 

Assyria ancient country 
uh-sirr-i-uh /a'siria/ 

Astana city, Kazakhstan 
ast-uh-nah /asta'na:/ 

Astarte Phoenician goddess 
uh-star-ti /a'sta:(r)ti/ 

astatine chemical element 
ast-uh-teen /‘astati:n/ 

asthma respiratory condition 
ass-muh /‘asmo/ 

astigmatism defect in the eye 
uh-stig-muh-tiz-uhm /a'stigmatizam/ 


Astrakhan | Aubusson 


Astrakhan city, Russia 
ast-ruh-khan /‘astraxan/ 

Asturias autonomous region, Spain 
ast-oor-i-uhss /a'stuarias/ 

Asunci6n capital of Paraguay 
ass-oon-syon /asu:n'sjon/ 

Aswan city, Egypt 
ass-wahn /as'wa:n/ 

Atacama Desert arid region, Chile 
at-ak-ah-muh / ata'ka:ma/ 

Atahualpa Inca king 
at-uh-wal-puh /ate'walpa/ 

Atalanta Greek mythological character 
at-uh-lan-tuh /,ata'lanta/ 

Ataman, Kutlug Turkish artist 
kuut-loo at-uh-man / kutlu: ata'man/ 

Atatiirk, Kemal Turkish general and 
statesman 
kuh-mal at-uh-turk /ka,mal ‘atata:(r)k/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

atelier workshop or studio 
uh-tel-i-ay /a'telier/ 

Aten Egyptian god 
ah-tuhn /‘a:tan/ 

atenolol beta blocker 
uh-ten-uh-lol /a'tenalpl/ 

Athanasius, St Greek theologian 
ath-uh-nay-shuhss /,a8a'ne1fas/ 

Atharva Veda Hindu text 
uh-tar-vuh vay-duh /a,ta:(r)va ‘veida/ 

atheism theory that God does not exist 
ay-thi-iz-uhm /‘e1811zam/ 

atheling Anglo-Saxon prince 
ath-ub-ling /‘a8alin/ 

Athelstan king of England 
ath-uhl-stuhn /‘a8alstan/ 

Athena Greek goddess 
uh-theen-uh /a'8i:na/ 

Athenaeum London gentlemen’s club; 
also used in the names of libraries 
ath-uh-nee-uhm /,a8a‘ni:am/ 

Athens capital of Greece 
ath-uhnz /‘a8anz/ 

Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Athina, pronounced ath-ee-nuh. 


Athos, Mount mountainous peninsula, 
Greece 
ath-oss /‘a@ps/ 

Atitlan town, lake, and volcano, 
Guatemala 
at-eet-lan /ati:t'lan/ 
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Atletico Madrid Spanish football team 
at-let-ik-oh muh-drid /at,lettkau 
me'drid/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Atocha Madrid train station, Spain 
at-otch-uh /a‘totJa/ 

ATOE Air Travel Organizer’s Licence 
at-ol /‘atnl/ 

atoll island formed of coral 
at-ol /‘atol/ 

Commonly also uh-tol. 


atomoxetine ADHD drug 
at-oh-moks-uh-teen /,atau'mpksoati:n/ 

Atreus Greek mythological character 
ay-tri-uhss /‘eitrias/ 

atrophia wasting disease 
uh-troh-fi-uh /a'traofia/ 

atrophy waste away 
at-rub-fi /‘atrofi/ 

atropine poisonous compound 
at-ruh-peen /‘atrapi:n/ 

Atropos Greek mythological character 
at-ruh-poss /‘atrapps/ 

ATSIC Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Commission 
at-sik /‘atsik/ 

attaché person on the stat¥ of an 
ambassador 
uh-tash-ay /e'taSe1/ 

Attica ancient department of Greece 
at-ik-uh /‘atika/ 

Attila king of the Huns 
uh-til-uh /a'tila/ 
Established anglicization. ‘The Hungarian 
boy's name is pronounced ot-il-uh. 


Attlee, Clement English prime minister 
at-li /‘atli/ 

aubade musical announcement of dawn 
oh-bahd /au'ba:d/ 

Aube river and department, France 
ohb /aub/ 

auberge inn in a French-speaking 
country 
oh-bairzh /au'be:(r)3/ 

aubergine egg-shaped fruit 
oh-buhr-zheen /‘auba(r)3i:n/ 

auburn reddish-brown colour 
aw-buhrn /'o:ba(r)n/ 

Aubusson town, France; also carpet 
made there 
oh-byoo-son /‘aubjuspn/, [obys5} 
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¢ Established anglicization. 

Auchterarder town, Scotland 
okh-tuhr-ar-duhr / pxta(r)'a:(r)da(r)/ 

Auckland city, New Zealand 
awk-luhnd /‘o:klend/ 

au courant aware of what is going on 
oh koo-ro(ng) /,av ku:'rd/, French [o 
kura] 

Auden, W. H. English-born American 
poet 
aw-duhn /‘o:den/ 

Audubon, John James American 
naturalist and artist 
aw-duh-buhn /'o:daban/ 

Auerbach, Frank German-born 
English painter 
ow-uhr-bakh /‘ava(r)bax/ 

au fait having a good knowledge of 
oh fay /,au 'fer/ 

Augean relating to Augeas 
aw-jee-uhn /o:'d3i:an/ 

Augeas Greek mythological character 
aw-jee-uhss /9:'d3i:as/ 

augment change 
awg-ment /o:g'ment/ 

Augrabies Falls series of waterfalls, 
South Africa 
uh-grah-beez /a'gra:bi:z/ 

Augsburg city, Germany 
owks-boork /‘auksbua(r)k/ 

augury sign of what will happen in 
the future 
aw-gyuu-ri /‘o:gjori/ 

august respected and impressive 
aw-gust /9:'gast/ 

Augusta resort, US 
aw-gust-uh /o:'gasta/ 

Augustine, St doctor of the Church 
aw-gust-in /o:'gastin/ 

Augustus Roman emperor 
aw-gust-uhss /9:'gastas/ 

auk seabird 
awk /o:k/ 

auld lang syne times long past 
awld lang syn /,a:Id lan ‘sain/ 

aumbry recess or cupboard in a church 
awn-bri /'o:mbri/ 

Aung San Burmese nationalist leader 
owng san /,aun ‘san/ 

Aung San Suu Kyi Burmese political 
leader 
owng san soo chee /aun ,san su: ‘tfi:/ 


Auchterarder | autarch 


Aurangzeb Mogul emperor 
aw-ruhng-zeb /‘a:ranzeb/ 

Aurelian Roman emperor 
aw-ree-li-uhn /9:'ri:lian/ 

Aurelius, Marcus Roman emperor 
mar-kuhss aw-ree-li-uhss /,ma:(r)kas 
ar'ri:lias/ 

@ See LATIN panel. 

aureole circle of light 
aw-ri-ohl /‘o:riaul/ 

Auric, Georges French composer 
zhorzh orr-eek /,30:(r)3 p'ri:k/ 

auricular relating to the ear 
aw-rik-yuul-uhr /o:'r1kjule(r)/ 

Auriga constellation 
aw-ry-guh /9:'rarga/ 

Aurora goddess of the dawn 
aw-raw-fuh /9:'ro:ra/ 

Aurora Australis southern lights 
aw-raw-ruh aw-strah-liss /o:,ro:ra 
o:stra:ls/ 

Aurora Borealis northern lights 
aw-raw-ruh borr-i-ah-liss /o:,ro:ra 
bori'‘a:lis/ 

Auschwitz Nazi concentration camp 
in Poland 
owsh-vits /‘ausvits/ 

Auslese German white wine 
owss-lay-zuh /‘ausleiza/ 

auspicious conducive to success 
aw-spish-uhss /9:'spifas/ 

austere severe or strict 
ost-eer /p'stia(r)/ 

Austerlitz, Battle of battle in 1805 
aw-stuhr-lits /‘o:sta(r)lits/ 

Austin city, US 
ost-in /‘pstm/ 

Australasia region, South Pacific 
ost-ruh-lay-shuh /,pstra'lerfa/ 

Australopithecus bipedal primate 
ost-ruh-loh-pith-ik-uhss 
/,ostralau'pi8ikes/ 

Austria country 
ost-ri-uh /‘pstria/ 

The pronunciation awst-ri-uh is less 
common now. This is an established 
anglicization; the German name is 
Osterreich, pronounced oest-uhr-rykh 
[‘a:staraic]. 


autarch ruler with absolute power 
aw-tark /‘o:ta:(r)k/ 


authoritative | Avogadro, Amedeo 30 


authoritative able to be trusted as being avast stop! 


accurate 
aw-thorr-it-uh-tiv /o:'@pritatrv/ 


Less commonly also aw-thorr-it-ay-tiv. 


autism mental condition 
aw-tiz-uhm /‘9:tizam/ 

Autobahn German motorway 
ow-toh-bahn /‘avteuba:n/ 


Commonly also anglicized to aw-toh-bahn. 


autodidact self-taught person 
aw-toh-did-akt /‘o:taudidakt/ 
automaton pl. automata mechanical 
device made in imitation of a human 
being 
aw-tom-uh-tuhn, pl. aw-tom-uh-tuh 
/a:'tomatan/, pl. /-ta/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
automotive relating to motor vehicles 
aw-tuh-moh-tiv /,o:ta’mautiv/ 
autopista Spanish motorway 
ow-toh-peest-uh / autau'pi:sta/ 
Commonly also anglicized to 
aw-toh-peest-uh. 


autopsy post-mortem examination 
aw-top-si /'a:topsi/ 
Less commonly also aw-top-si. 


autostrada Italian motorway 
ow-toh-strah-duh /,autau'stra:da/ 


Commonly also anglicized to 
aw-toh-strah-duh. 


Auvergne region, France 
oh-vairn /au've:(r)n/ 

Auxerre town, France 
oh-sair /au'se:(r)/ 


Sometimes erroneously awk-sair. 


auxiliary providing additional help and 
support 
awg-zil-i-uh-ri /a:g'ziliari/ 


Commonly also awk-sil-i-uh-ri. 


avalanche mass of snow falling rapidly 
down a mountainside 
av-uh-lahnsh /‘avala:nS/ 

Avalon mythical place 
av-uh-lon /‘avalon/ 

avant-garde new and experimental 
ideas 
av-ong gard /,avoy ‘ga:(r)d/, French 
[ava gard] 


uh-vahst /a'va:st/ 
Avastin cancer drug 
ay-vast-in /er'vastin/ 
avatar manifestation of a deity in 
bodily form 
av-uh-tar /‘avata:(r)/ 
Avebury village, England 
ayv-bub-ri /‘ervbori/ 
Aveda American hair and skin care 
company 
uh-vay-duh /a'verda/ 
Avedon, Richard American 
photographer 
av-uh-duhn /‘aveden/ 


Avellino town and province, Italy 
av-el-ee-noh /ave'li:nau/ 
Ave Maria Catholic prayer 
ah-vay muh-ree-uh /,a:ver ma'ri:a/ 
Aventine Hill one of the seven hills of 
Rome 
av-uhn-tyn /‘avantain/ 


aver state or assert 
uh-vur /e'va:(r)/ 

Avernus Roman mythological name 
uh-vur-nuhss /a'va:(r)nas/ 

Averroés Spanish-born Islamic 
philosopher 
uh-verr-oh-eez /a'veraui:z/ 

Aves class of vertebrates 
ay-veez /'ervi:z/ 

Avesta sacred texts of Zoroastrianism 
uh-vest-uh /a'vesta/ 

avian relating to birds 
ay-vi-uhn /‘ervien/ 

aviatrix p|. aviatrices female pilot 
ay-vi-ay-triks, pl. ay-vi-ay-triss-eez 
/ ervi'ertriks/, pl. /-trisi:2z/ 

Avicenna Persian-born Islamic 
philosopher 
av-iss-en-uh /,avi'sena/ 

Avignon city, France 
av-een-yoh(ng) /avi:n'j3/ 

avocet wading bird 
av-uh-set /‘aveset/ 

Avogadro, Amedeo Italian chemist 
and physicist 
am-uh-day-oh av-uh-gahd-roh 
/ama,deiau ave'ga:drau/ 
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avoirdupois system of weights 
av-war-dyoo-pwah 
/avwa:(r)dju:'pwa:/ 

Avoriaz ski resort, France 
av-orr-i-ah /avori'a:/ 

avuncular kind towards a less 
experienced person 
uh-vunk-yuul-uhr /a'vankjola(r)/ 

AWACS Airborne Warning And Control 
System 
ay-waks /'erwaks/ 

Awarua southern tip of New Zealand 
ah-wuh-roo-uh /a:wa'ru:a/ 

AWOL Absent WithOut Leave 
ay-wol /‘erwol/ 

awry away from the expected course 
ub-ry /a'rat/ 

axilla pl. axillae armpit 
ak-sil-uh, pl. ak-sil-ee /ak'stto/, pl. 
f-lis/ 

axiom accepted statement 
ak-si-uhm /‘aksiam/ 

axiomatic self-evident 
ak-si-uh-mat-ik /,aksia'matik/ 

Axminster kind of patterned carpet 
aks-min-stuhr /‘aksminsta(r)/ 

axolotl Mexican salamander 
ak-suh-lot-uh! /‘aksalptel/ 

Axum see Aksum 

Ayacucho city, Peru 
y-ak-oo-choh /,ara’ku:tfau/ 

ayah nanny employed by Europeans 
in India 
y-uh /‘ara/ 

ayahuasca tropical vine 
y-uh-wask-uh /,a1a'waska/ 

ayatollah religious leader among Shiite 
Muslims 
y-uh-tol-luh /,ara'tola/ 
Established anglicization. 

Ayckbourn, Alan English dramatist 
ayk-born /‘e1kbo:(r)n/ 

aye-aye Madagascan primate 
yy /‘arat/ 

Ayer, A. J. English philosopher 
air /ex(r)/ 

Ayers Rock red rock mass, Australia 
airz /exr)z/ 

Ayia Napa resort, Cyprus 
y-uh nap-uh /,ate ‘nape/ 

Aylesbury town, England 


avoirdupois | azure 


aylz-buh-ri /‘erlzbari/ 

Aymara South American ethnic group 
y-muh-rah /amea'ra:/ 

Ayodhya town, India 
ah-yohd-yuh /a:‘jaudja/ 

Ayr port, Scotland 
air /ex(r)/ 

Ayurveda traditional Hindu system of 
medicine 
y-yuhr-vay-duh /arja(r)'verda/ 

Azad Kashmir autonomous state, 
Pakistan 
ah-zad kash-meer /,a:zad kaS'mia(r)/ 

azalea shrub 
uh-zay-li-uh /a'zerlia/ 

azan Muslim cal] to ritual prayer 
uh-zahn /a'za:n/ 

Azerbaijan country 
az-uhr-by-jahn /,aza(r)bar'd3a:n/ 

Azeri Turkic ethnic group 
uh-zair-i /a'ze:ri/ 

Azikiwe, Nnamdi (also Azikwi) 
Nigerian statesman 
nam-di uh-zik-wi / namdi o'z1kwi/ 

Azilian relating to an early Mesolithic 
culture 
uh-zil-i-uhn /a'‘zilian/ 

azimuth astronomical term 
az-im-uhth /‘azima@/ 

Aziz, Tariq Iraqi politician 
tar-ik uh-zeez /,ta:rtk a'zi:z/ 

Aznar, José Maria Spanish politician 
khoss-ay marr-ee-uh ath-nar /xp,ser 
ma,ri:o a8'na:(r)/ 

Azores group of volcanic islands, Atlantic 
Ocean 
uh-zorz /a'za:(r)z/ 

Azov, Sea of inland sea, Russia and 
Ukraine 
ah-zov /'a:zpv/, Russian [a'zof ] 

* Established anglicization. 

Azrael Jewish archangel 
az-ray! /‘azretl/ 

AZT AIDS drug 
ay-zed-tee / e1zed'ti:/ 

AM is ay-zee-tee. 


Aztec Mexican ethnic group 
az-tek /‘aztek/ 

azure bright blue colour 
azh-uhr /‘a3a(r)/ 
Commonly also uh-zyoor. 
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B 


ba soul of a person or god in ancient 
Egypt 
bah /ba:/ 
Baade, Walter German-born American 
astronomer 
bah-duh /‘ba:da/ 
Baader-Meinhof Group West German 
left-wing anarchist group 
bah-duhr myn-hof /,ba:da(r) 
‘mamnhof/ 
Baal ancient Phoenician god 
bahl /ba:1/ 
Baalbek town, Lebanon 
bahl-bek /‘ba:lbek/ 
Baath Party (also Ba’ath Party) 
pan-Arab political party 
bahth /ba:0/, [ba‘t@] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
baba rich sponge cake 
bah-bah /'ba:ba:/ 
baba ‘father’ (Hindi) 
bah-bah /‘ba:ba:/ 
baba ganouj aubergine spread 
bah-buh gan-oozh / ba:ba ga'nu:3/ 
babassu (also babagi) oil palm 
bab-uh-soo / baboa'su:/ 
Baba Yaga sorceress in Russian folk 
tales 
bah-buh yah-guh /,ba:ba 'ja:ga/ 
Babel biblical tower 
bay-buhl /‘berbal/ 
Babi adherent of Babism 
bah-bi /‘ba:bi/ 
babiche raw hide formed into strips 
buh-beesh /be'bi:f/ 
Babism religion 
bahb-iz-uhm /‘ba:bizam/ 
babouche heelless slipper 
buh-boosh /ba'bu:J/ 
Babruisk river port, Belarus 
buh-broo-isk /ba‘bru:isk/ 
Babur first Mogul of India 
bah-buhr /'ba:ba(r)/ 
babushka ‘grandmother’ (Russian) 


bah-buush-kuh /‘ba:bufka/ 


A more anglicized pronunciation, 
buh-boosh-kuh, is often heard. 


Babuyan Islands group of volcanic 
islands, Philippines 
bah-buu-yahn /,ba:bo'ja:n/ 

Babylon ancient city, Mesopotamia 
bab-il-on /‘babilon/ 

Babylonia ancient region, Mesopotamia 
bab-il-oh-ni-uh / babr'launioa/ 

bacalao salted codfish 
bak-uh-low /,baka'lau/ 

Baca county, US 
bay-kuh /‘berka/ 

Bacall, Lauren American actress 
lorr-uhn buh-kawl / loran ba'ko:1/ 

Bacau city, Romania 
buh-kow /ba‘kau/, [ba'kau] 
© Established anglicization. 

baccalaureate examination 
bak-uh-lawr-i-uht /,bake'lo:riat/ 

baccarat card game 
bak-uh-rah /‘bakara:/ 

Bacchae play by Euripides 
bak-y /‘baka1/ 
Commonly also bak-ee. 


bacchanal wild celebration 
bak-uh-nuhl /‘bakenal/ 


Bacchus Roman god of wine 
bak-uhss /‘bakas/ 


Bach trademark flower remedies 
batch /batS/ 


Bach, Johann Sebastian German 
composer 
yoh-han zuh-bast-i-uhn bahkh 
/ jevhan za,bastian ‘ba:x/, [bax] 

Bacharach, Burt American songwriter 
bak-uh-rak /‘bakerak/ 

Bachelet, Michelle Chilean president 
mee-chel batch-el-et /mi:,tfel 
batfe'let/ 
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bacillus 91. bacilli bacterium 
buh-sil-uhss, pl. buh-sil-y /ba'stlas/, pl. 
f-lat/ 

Bacolod city, Philippines 
bah-kol-od /ba:'kolnd/ 

Baconian relating to Francis Bacon 
bay-koh-ni-uhn /ber'kaonian/ 

bactericide substance which kills 
bacteria 
bak-teer-iss-yd /bak'trarisa1d/ 

bacterium pl. bacteria microscopic 
single-celled organism 
bak-teer-i-uhm, pl. bak-teer-i-uh 
/bak'trariam/, pl. /-ria/ 

Bactria ancient country in central Asia 
bak-tri-uh /‘baktria/ 

baculovirus virus 
bak-yuul-oh-vy-ruhss 
/‘bakjuleu,vatras/ 

Badajoz city and province, Spain 
bad-akh-oth /bada'xv6/ 

Badakhshan province, Afghanistan 
bad-akh-shahn /badax'fa:n/ 

Badawi, Abdullah Ahmad Malaysian 
prime minister 
ab-duul-uh akh-muhd buh-dah-wi 
/ab,dula ,axmad ba‘da:wi/ 

Badawi, Zeinab BBC journalist 
zay-nab buh-dah-wii /,zermab 
ba'da:wi/ 

baddeleyite mineral 
bad-uh-li-yt /badaliait/ 

Baddiel, David English comedian 
buh-deel /ba‘di:1/ 

bade past tense of bid 
bad /bad/ 


Commonly also bayd. 


Baden spa town, Austria 
bah-duhn /'ba:dan/ 

Baden-Baden spa town, Germany 
bah-duhn bah-duhn / ba:dan 'ba:dan/ 

Baden-Powell, Olave wife of Lord 
Baden-Powell 
oh-layv bay-duhn poh-uhl /,auleiv 
iberdan ‘paual/ 

Baden-Powell, Robert Stephenson 
Smyth English founder of the Boy Scout 
movement 
smith bay-duhn poh-uhl /,sm16 
{beidan 'paual/ 


Baden-Wiirttemberg state, Germany 


bacillus | Baghdad 


bah-duhn vuer-tuhm-bairk / ba:dan 
‘vy(r)tambe:(r)k/ 

Bader, Douglas English airman 
bah-duhr /‘ba:da(r)/ 

Badghis province, Afghanistan 
bad-geess /bad'gi:s/ 

badinage humorous conversation 
bad-in-ahzh /‘badina:3/ 

Bad Ischl spa town, Germany 
baht ish-uhl / ba:t '1fal/ 

Badon Hill, Battle of ancient British 
battle 
bay-duhn /‘beiden/ 

Badu, Erykah American singer 
err-ik-uh bah-doo /,erike ba:'du:/ 

Baedeker, Karl German publisher 
karl bay-duhk-uhr / ka:(r)1 
‘berdaka(r)/ 

Baer, Karl Ernest von German 
biologist 
karl air-nest fon bair /,ka:(r)l ,e:(r)nest 
fon be:(r)/ 

Baeyer, Adolph von German organic 
chemist 
ah-dolf fon by-uhr /,a:dolf fon 
‘bara(r)/ 

Baez, Joan American folk singer 
by-ez /"batez/ 

Bafata city, Guinea-Bissau 
baf-uh-tah /bafo'ta:/ 

BAFTA British Academy of Film and 
Television Arts 
baf-tuh /‘bafta/ 

bafta coarse fabric 
bahf-tuh /‘ba:fta/ 

Baganda Ugandan ethnic group 
buh-gan-duh /ba‘ganda/ 

Bagehot, Walter English economist 
and journalist 
baj-uht /‘bad3et/ 
This British surname is variously 


pronounced baj-uht and bag-uht, 
depending on individual preference. 


Baggio, Roberto Italian footballer 
rob-air-toh baj-oh /rv,be:(r)tev 
‘bad3au/ 

Baghdad capital of Iraq 
bag-dad /bag‘dad/, Arabic [bay‘da:d] 
Established anglicization. Sometimes also 


bag-dad. 


Baghlan | Balaton 


Baghlan province, Afghanistan 
bag-lahn /bag'la:n/ 

ba gua Chinese religious motif 
bah gwah /,ba: ‘gwa:/ 

bahadur great man 
bah-huh-door / bazha'dua(r)/ 

Baha’i (also Bahai) religion 
bah-hah-i /ba:‘ha:i/ 

Bahamas country 
buh-hah-muhz /ba‘ha:maz/ 

Bahamian relating to Bahamas 
buh-hay-mi-uhn /ba‘hemmien/ 

Bahasa variety of Malay 
buh-hah-suh /ba‘ha:sa/ 

Bahawalpur city, Pakistan 
buh-hah-wuhl-poor 
/ba'ha:wal,puatr)/ 

Bahia (also Baia) state, Brazil 
bah-ee-uh /ba:'i:a/ 

Bahia Blanca port, Argentina 
bah-ee-uh blank-uh /ba:,i:a ‘blanko/ 

Bahrain country 
bar-ayn /ba:'rein/ 

baht currency unit, Thailand 
baht /ba:t/ 

Baikal Jake, Russia 
by-kahl /bar'ka:l/ 

Baikonur town, Kazakhstan 
by-kuh-noor /,baika'nua(r)/ 

Baile Atha Cliath Irish name for 
Dublin 
blah klee-uh / bla: 'kli:a/ 

bailie Scottish municipal officer and 
magistrate 
bay-li /‘berti/ 

bain-marie pan of hot water 
ban muh-ree / ban ma'ri:/ 

Bairam Muslim festival 
by-ram /'batram/ 

Baird, John Logie Scottish pioneer of 
television 
loh-gi baird /,laugi "be:(r)d/ 

Baisakhi Sikh festival 
by-sah-ki /bar'sa:ki/ 

baize woollen material 
bayz /be1z/ 

Baja California peninsula, Mexico 
bah-hah /‘ba:ha:/, Spanish [‘baxa] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Bajan informal term for Barbadian 
bay-juhn /‘berd3an/ 
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Bajazet opera by Vivaldi 
by-uhd-zet /bara'dzet/ 

bajra pear! millet 
bahj-rah /‘ba:d3ra:/ 

baju Malaysian short jacket 
bah-joo /'ba:d3u:/ 

Baka Cameroonian ethnic group 
bak-uh /'baka/ 

Bakassi peninsula, West Africa 
buh-kass-i /ba'kasi/ 

Bakau town, Gambia 
buh-kow /ba'kau/ 

Bakelite trademark early form of plastic 
bayk-uh-lyt /‘berkalait/ 

baklava Middle Eastern dessert 
bak-juh-vuh /'baklava/ 

baksheesh small sum of money given 
as tip 
bak-sheesh /bak'Si:S/ 

Baku capital of Azerbaijan 
bah-koo /ba:'ku:/ 

Bakuba see Baquba 

Bakunin, Mikhail Russian anarchist 
mee-khuh-eel bak-oo-nin /mi:xa,i:1 
ba’ku:nin/ 

Balaclava, Battle of battle in the 
Crimean War 
bal-uh-klah-vuh / bale'kla:va/ 


The same pronunciation is used for the head 
garment. 


balafon large xylophone 
bal-uh-fon /'balefon/ 


Balad city, Iraq 
bal-uhd /‘balod/ 


Balakirev, Mily Alekseyevich 
Russian composer 
mee-li al-uhk-say-uh-vitch 
buh-lak-irr-uhf / mi:li alak seravitf 
ba'lakiraf/ 


balalaika Russian musical instrument 
bal-uh-ly-kuh / bala‘latka/ 


Balanchine, George Georgian-born 
American ballet dancer and 
choreographer 
bal-uhn-sheen /balen'fi:n/ 

Balaton lake, Hungary 
bal-uh-ton /,bole‘ton/, [‘boloton) 
Established anglicization. 


35 Balboa, Vasco Nifiez de | Balzac, Honoré de 


Balboa, Vasco Niifiez de Spanish 
explorer 
vask-oh noon-yeth day bal-boh-uh 
/,vaskav ,nurnje8 dei bal'beua/ 

balboa currency unit, Panama 
bal-boh-uh /bal'beua/ 

balbriggan knitted cotton fabric 
bal-brig-uhn /bal'brigan/ 

Balcon, Michael English film producer 
bawl-kuhn /‘bo:lken/ 

baldachin ceremonial canopy 
bal-duh-kin /‘baldakin/ 

Balder Scandinavian mythological 
character 
bawl-duhr /‘bo:lda(r)/ 

baldric belt for a sword 
bawl-drik /'bo:ldr1k/ 

Bale see Basle 

Balearic Islands group of islands, 
Spain 
bal-i-arr-ik /bali'arrk/ 

baleen whalebone 
buh-leen /ba'li:n/ 

Balenciaga, Crist6bal Spanish 
couturier 
krist-oh-bal bal-en-thi-ah-guh 
/kris'tavbal ba len@i'a:ga/ 

Balfour Beatty British engineering 
company 
bal-for bee-ti / balfa:(r) 'bi:ti/ 

Bali island, Indonesia 
bab-li /'ba:li/ 

Balikesir city and province, Turkey 
bah-lik-ess-eer /ba:'‘likesia(r)/ 

Balinese relating to Bali 
bah-lin-eez / ba:l'ni:z/ 

Balkans range of mountains, eastern 
Europe 
bawl-kuhnz /‘bo:lkenz/ 

Balkenende, Jan Peter Dutch prime 
minister 
yun pay-tuhr bulk-uh-nen-duh /,jan 
,perta(r) 'balkanenda/ 

Ballack, Michael German footballer 
mikh-uh-el bal-uhk /,micael ‘balek/ 

ballade type of poem 
bal-ahd /ba'la:d/ 

balladeer singer or composer of ballads 
bal-uh-deer / bale'dia(r)/ 

Ballantyne, R. M. Scottish author 
bal-uhn-tyn /‘balentamm/ 


Ballarat city, Australia 
bal-uh-rat /‘balarat/ 
Ballesteros, Sevvy Spanish golfer 
sev-i bal-yest-air-oss /,sevi 
balje'ste:ros/ 
ballista catapult 
buh-list-uh /ba'lista/ 
Ballymena town, Northern Ireland 
bal-i-mee-nuh / bali'mi:ne/ 
Balmoral royal estate, Scotland 
bal-morr-uhl /bal'mprel/ 
balneology study of medicinal springs 
bal-ni-ol-uh-ji /,balni'vlad3i/ 
Balochistan see Baluchistan 
BALPA British AirLine Pilots’ 
Association 
bal-puh /‘balpa/ 
Balkhash lake, Kazakhstan 
bal-khahsh /bal'xa:f/ 


balsa lightweight timber 
bawl-suh /‘bo:lse/ 

Baltacha, Elena Ukrainian-born 
English tennis player 
el-ay-nuh bal-tash-uh /e,lema 
bal'tafa/ 

Balthasar one of the three Magi 
bal-thuh-zar /‘bal@aza:(r)/ 

Balthazar large wine bottle 
bal-thaz-uhr /bal'@aza(r)/ 

balti type of Pakistani cuisine 
bawl-ti /*bo:Iti/ 

Baltic relating to the Baltic Sea 
bawl-tik /‘bo:lttk/ 

Baltimore port, US 
bawl-tim-or /‘bo:]trma:(r)/ 

Baltistan region in the Himalayas 
bawl-ti-stahn / bo:Iti'stan/ 

Baluchi relating to Baluchistan 
buh-loo-chi /ba'lu:tfi; 

Baluchistan (also Balochistan) 
mountainous region, western Asia 
buh-loo-chi-stahn /ba,lu:tSi'stan/ 

balun type of electrical transformer 
bal-un /‘balan/ 

baluster decorative pillar 
bal-uh-stuhr /‘balesta(r)/ 

Balzac, Honoré de French novelist 
on-uh-ray duh bal-zak /pna,rer da 
bal'zak/ 
* See FRENCH panel. 


Bam | Baquba 


Bam town, Iran 
bam /bam/ 

Bamako capital of Mali 
bam-uh-koh /‘bamakau/ 

Bambara African ethnic group 
bam-bar-uh /bam'ba:ra/ 

bambino baby or young child 
bam-bee-noh /bam'bi:nau/ 

Bamian city and province, Afghanistan 
bahm-yahn /ba:m'ja:n/ 

Banaba island, western Pacific 
buh-nab-uh /be'naba/ 

banausic mundane or mechanical 
buh-naw-sik /ba‘no:sik/ 

Bada Aceh city, Indonesia 
ban-duh atch-ay /,banda 'atfe1/ 

Bakuba see Baquba 

Banda, Hastings Kamuzu Malawian 
statesman 
kuh-moo-zoo ban-duh /ka,mu:zu: 
‘banda/ 

Bandaranaike, Sirimavo Sinhalese 
stateswoman 
sirr-im-uh-voh ban-duh-ruh-ny-ik-uh 
/sirime,vao ,bandera'nanke/ 

Bandar Lampung city, Indonesia 
band-uhr lamp-uung /,banda(r) 
‘lampun/ 

Bandar Seri Begawan capital of 
Brunei 
band-uhr serr-i buh-gah-wuhn 
/ banda(r) ,seri ba'ga:wan/ 

bandeau band worn round the head 
ban-doh /‘bandau/ 

Banderas, Antonio Spanish actor 
an-tohn-yoh ban-dair-ass /an,taoniau 
ban'de:ras/ 

bandersnatch mythical creature 
band-uhr-snatch /‘banda(r)snatf/ 

bandicoot marsupial 
ban-dik-oot /‘bandrku:t/ 

bandolier shoulder belt for cartridges 
ban-duh-leer / banda'lia(r)/ 
bandoneén type of concertina 
ban-don-ay-on /,bandpner'pn/ 
bandora bass lute 
ban-dawr-uh /ban‘do:ra/ 

Bandung city, Indonesia 
ban-duung /‘bandun/ 

bandura Ukrainian stringed instrument 
ban-doo-ruh /ban‘du:ra/ 
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Banffshire former county, Scotland 
banf-shuhr /‘banffa(r)/ 
Bangalore city, India 
ban-guh-lor /,bange'lo:(r)/ 
Bangkok capital of Thailand 
bang-kok /ban‘kvk/ 
Bangladesh country 
bang-gluh-desh / bangle'des/ 
Bangui capital of the Central African 
Republic 
bah(ng)-gee /bda'gi:/ 
Banja Luka town, Bosnia-Herzcgovina 
ban-yuh loo-kuh / banje ‘lu:ka/ 
Banjarmasin port, Indonesia 
ban-juhr-mah-sin / band3a'ma:sin/ 
Banjul capital of Gambia 
ban-jool /ban‘d3u:1/ 
banjulele stringed musical instrument 
ban-juh-lay-lee /band3a'lerli:/ 
Bank Ban opera by Ferenc Erkel 
bahnk bahn /,ba:nk 'ba:n/ 
banksia Australian shrub 
bank-si-uh /‘banksia/ 
banneret knight 
ban-uh-ruht /‘banarat/ 
Bannockburn, Battle of battle in 
Scotland 
ban-uhk-burn /‘banakba:(r)n/ 
banquet formal evening feast 
bank-wit /‘bankwit/ 
banquette upholstered bench 
bank-et /ban'ket/ 
banshee female spirit 
ban-shee /‘banfi:/ 
bansuri Indian bamboo flute 
ban-soor-i /ban'suari/ 
banteng Asian forest ox 
ban-teng /‘banten/ 
Banton, Buju Jamaican ragga artist 
buuj-oo ban-tuhn /,bud3u: 'banten/ 
Bantu African language group 
ban-too /ban'tu:/ 
banyan Indian fig tree 
ban-yuhn /‘banjen/ 
banzai Japanese acclamation 
ban-zy /ban‘za1/ 
baobab short tree 
bay-oh-bab /‘betaubab/ 
Baquba (also Bakuba) town, Iraq 
bah-koo-buh /ba:'ku:ba/ 
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Barabbas biblical name 
buh-rab-uhss /ba'rabas/ 

bara brith traditional Welsh bread 
barr-uh brith / bara ‘br16/ 

Baradei, Mohamed el- see ElBaradei, 
Mohamed 

Barajas site of Madrid International 
Airport, Spain 
barr-akh-ass /ba'raxas/ 

Barat, Carl English singer and guitarist 
barr-uht /‘barat/ 

barathea fine woollen cloth 
barr-uh-thee-uh / bara'@i:a/ 

baraza public meeting place 
buh-rah-zuh /ba'ra:za/ 

Barbadian relating to Barbados 
bar-bay-di-uhn /ba:(r)'beidian/ 

Barbados island, Caribbean 
bar-bay-doss /ba:(r)'berdvs/ 

Barbarossa Barbary pirate; also Second 
World War Nazi military campaign 
bar-buh-ross-uh /,ba:(r)be'rpsa/ 

Barbary former North African region 
bar-buh-ri /‘ba:(r)bari/ 

barbell piece of fitness equipment 
bar-bel /‘ba:(r)bel/ 

barbet fruit-eating bird 
bar-bit /‘ba:(r)brt/ 

barbican outer defence 
bar-bik-uhn /'ba:(r)bikan/ 

Barbirolli, John English conductor 
bar-birr-ol-i /,ba:(r)br'rvli/ 

barbitone sleep-inducing drug 
bar-bit-ohn /'ba:(r)biteon/ 

barbiturate drug group 
bar-bit-yuu-ruht /ba:(r)'bitjorat/ 

Barbour trademark type of waxed jacket 
bar-buhr /'ba:(r)ba(r)/ 

Barbour, John Scottish poet 
bar-buhr /‘ba:(r)ba(r)/ 

barcarole song sung by Venetian 
gondoliers 
bar-kuh-rohl /ba:(r)ka‘raul/ 

Barga familiar name for FC Barcelona 
bar-suh /‘ba:(r)so/ 

Barcelona city, Spain 
bar-suh-loh-nuh /,ba:(r)se'laune/, 
[barée'lona} 

* Established anglicization. 

Bar-Cochba Jewish rebel leader 
bar kok-buh /ba:(r) 'kokba/ 


Barabbas | Barnum, P. T. 


Bardolino Italian red wine 
bar-duh-lee-noh / ba:(r)da'linau/ 
Bardos, Lajos Hungarian composer 
loy-osh bar-dosh / JorpS ‘ba:(r)dvS/ 

Bardot, Brigitte French actress 
bree-zheet bar-doh /bri:,3i:t 
ba:(r)'dau/ 

barége dress fabric 
buh-rayzh /ba're13/ 

Bareilly city, India 
buh-ray-li /ba'rerli/ 

Bareilly strain of salmonella 
buh-ree-li /ba'ri:]i/ 

Barenboim, Daniel Israeli pianist 
dan-yuhl barr-uhn-boym / danjal 
‘barenboim/ 


Barents Sea sea, Arctic 
barr-uhnts /‘barants/ 
* Established anglicization. 


Bargello kind of embroidery 
bar-jel-oh /ba:(r)'d3elau/ 
Barghouti, Marwan Palestinian 
politician 
mar-wan bar-goo-ti /ma:(r),wan 
ba:(r)'gu:ti/ 
Bargoed town, Wales 
bar-goyd /‘ba:(r)go1d/ 
Bari port, Italy 
bar-i /‘ba:ri/ 
Barinas town and state, Venezuela 
barr-ee-nass /ba'ri:nas/ 
barium chemical element 
bair-i-uhm /‘be:riam/ 
bar mitzvah initiation ceremony for a 
Jewish boy 
bar mits-vuh / ba:(r) 'mitsva/ 
Barnabas biblical name 
bar-nuh-buhss /‘ba:(rynabas/ 
Barnardo, Thomas John Irish-born 
doctor 
buhr-nar-doh /ba(r)'na:(r)dau/ 
¢ The same pronunciation is used for the 
children’s charity named after him. 
Barnaul city, Russia 
bar-nuh-ool /,ba:(ryna'u:l/ 
Barnier, Michel French politician 
mee-shell bar-ni-ay /mi:,Jel 
ba:(r)ni'er/ 
Barnum, P. T. American showman 
bar-nuhm /‘ba:(r)nam/ 


Baroda | basilica 


Baroda former state, India 
buh-roh-duh /ba'reuda/ 

Barolo Italian red wine 
buh-roh-loh /ba'ravlau/ 

baroque style of art 
buh-rok /ba'rok/ 

barotitis inflammation in the ear 
barr-oh-ty-tiss /,barau'taitis/ 

Barquisimeto city, Venezuela 
bar-kee-sim-ay-toh 
/,ba:(r)ki:st'meitau/ 

Barra island, Scotland 
barr-uh /‘bara/ 

barramundi fish 
barr-uh-mun-di /,bara'mandi/ 

barranea narrow river gorge 
buh-rank-uh /ba'ranka/ 

Barranquilla port, Colombia 
barr-ank-eel-yuh /baran'ki:lja/ 

Barrault, Jean-Louis French actor 
and director 
zhah(ng) lwee barr-oh /3a wi: 
ba'rau/ 

barré method of playing the guitar 
barr-ay /‘baret/ 

Barrichello, Rubens Brazilian 
Formula 1 driver 
roo-ba(ng)ss barr-i-kel-oo / ru:bés 
bari'kelu:/ 


An anglicized pronunciation, roo-buhnz 
barr-ik-el-oh, is often used. 


barrio Spanish district of a town 
barr-i-oh /'bariau/ 

barrique wine barrel 
buh-reek /ba'ri:k/ 

Barroso, José Manuel Durao 
Portuguese politician 
zhuuz-ay muhn-wel duu-row(ng) 
buh-roh-zoo /3u,zer man,wel du,rau 
ba'rauzu:/ 

Barsac district, France 
bar-sak /ba:(r)'sak/ 

Barschak, Aaron English stand-up 
comedian 
air-uhn bar-shak /e:ran 'ba:(r)fak/ 

Barth, John American novelist 
barth /ba:(r)6/ 

Barth, Karl Swiss Protestant theologian 
karl bart / ka:(r)1 ‘ba:(r)t/ 

Barthes, Roland French writer and 
critic 
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rol-ah(ng) bart /rv,1a 'ba:(r)t/ 

Bartholdi, Auguste French sculptor 
oh-guest bar-tol-dee /au,gyst 
ba:(r)tol'di:/ 

Barték, Béla Hungarian composer 
bay-luh bar-tok / betle 'ba:(r)tok/ 

Bartolommeo, Fra Italian painter 
frah bar-tol-uh-may-oh /fra: 
ba:(r)tola'metau/ 

Baruch book of the Bible 
bar-uuk /‘ba:ruk/ 

baryon subatomic particle 
barr-i-on /‘barivn/ 

Baryshnikov, Mikhail Latvian-born 
American ballet dancer 
mee-khuh-eel buh-rish-nik-uhf 
/mi:xa,i:l ba'r1fnr,kef/ 

baryte mineral 
barr-yt /’barat/ 

baryton stringed instrument 
barr-it-on /‘bariton/ 

bascule type of bridge 
bask-yool /‘baskju:1/ 

Basel see Basle 

basenji hunting dog 
buh-sen-ji /ba'send3i/ 

Bashir, Abu Bakar Indonesian 
Muslim cleric 
ab-oo buh-kar bah-sheer /,abu: 
ba,ka:(r) ba:'Jra(r)/ 

Bashir, Omar Hassan al- Sudanese 
president 
oh-mar huss-uhn uhl buh-sheer 
/,aoma:(r) ,hasan al ba'fia(r)/ 

Bashir, Martin English journalist 
buh-sheer /ba'fra(r)/ 

Bashkir relating to Bashkiria 
bash-keer /baJ‘k1a(r)/ 

Bashkiria autonomous republic, Russia 
bash-keer-i-uh /baS‘kiaria/ 

Basie, Count American jazz pianist 
bay-si /‘beisi/ 

basil aromatic plant 
baz-uhl /‘bazel/ 


AM is bay-zil. 


Basildon town, England 
baz-il-duhn /‘bazilden/ 

basilica large oblong hall or building 
buh-sil-ik-uh /ba'silika/ 
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Basilicata region, Italy 
buh-sil-ik-ah-tuh /ba,sir'ka:te/ 
basilisk mythical reptile 
baz-il-isk /‘baztlisk/ 
basinet steel headpiece of a suit of 
armour 
bass-in-et /‘basinet/ 
Basinger, Kim American actress 
bay-sing-uhr /‘betsta(r)/ 
Basle city, Switzerland 
bahl /ba:1/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Basel, pronounced bah-zuhl, and 
the French form is Bale, pronounced bahl. 


Basotho South African ethnic group 
buh-soo-too /ba'su:tu:/ 

Basque ethnic group and language 
bask /bask/ 


Less commonly also bahsk. 


Basra city and province, Iraq 
baz-ruh /'bazra/, Arabic ['basra] 
* Established anglicization. 
Bas-Rhin department, France 
bah ra(ng) /,ba: 'ré/ 
bass singing voice 
bayss /bers/ 
bass freshwater perch 
bass /bas/ 
Bassein port, Burma 
bass-ayn /ba'sein/ 
Basse-Normandie region, France 
bass nor-muhn-di /bas 'no:(r)mendi/, 
[bas normdadi} 
* Established anglicization. 
Basseterre capital of St Kitts and Nevis, 
Leeward Islands 
bast-air /bas'te:(r)/ 
Basse-Terre main island of Guadeloupe, 
Caribbean 
ba stair /bas 'te:(r)/ 
Bass Strait channel separating 
Tasmania from Australia 
bass /bas/ 
Bastet ancient Egyptian goddess 
bast-et /‘bastet/ 
Bastia port, Corsica 
bast-yuh /‘bastja/ 
bastide French country house 
bast-eed /ba'sti:d/ 
Bastille fortress in Paris 


Basilicata | Bavaria 


bast-eel /ba'sti:l/, French [bastij] 
* Established anglicization. 

basuco impure cocaine 
buh-soo-koh /ba'su:keu/ 

Bata port, Equatorial Guinea 
bah-tuh /‘ba:te/ 

Batak Indonesian ethnic group 
bat-uhk /‘batak/ 

Batan Islands islands, Philippines 
buh-tahn /be'ta:n/ 

Bathsheba biblical name 
bath-shee-buh /ba@'fi:ba/ 
Sometimes also bath-shib-uh. 


batik method of dyeing textiles 
buh-teek /ba'ti:k/ 

Batista, Fulgencio Cuban statesman 
fool-khenss-yoh bat-ee-stuh 
/fu:l.xensjau ba'ti:sta/ 

bat mitzvah initiation ceremony for a 
Jewish girl 
baht mits-vuh / ba:t 'mitsva/ 

Baton Rouge city, US 
bat-uhn roozh /,baten 'ru:3/ 

Battambang city and province, 
Cambodia 
bat-uhm-bang /‘batemban/ 

battement ballet movement 
bat-mah(ng) /bat'ma/ 

batterie ballet movement 
bat-ree /bat'ri:/ 

Batticaloa city, Sri Lanka 
bat-ik-uh-loh-uh / battke'leve/ 

Baucis Greek mythological character 
baw-siss /‘bo:sis/ 

Baudelaire, Charles French poet 
sharl bohd-lair /,fa:(r)l beud'le:(r)/ 
Baudrillard, Jean French sociologist 
zhah(ng) boh-dree-yar /,34 

beodri:'ja:(r)/ 

Bauer, Harold English-born American 
pianist 
bow-uhr /‘bava(r)/ 

Bauhaus school of applied arts 
bow-howss /‘bauhaus/ 

Bauhinia orchid; symbol of Hong Kong 
baw-hin-i-uh /bo:'hinia/ 

Bavaria state, Germany 
buh-vair-i-uh /ba've:rio/ 

Established anglicization. The German 
name is Bayern, pronounced by-uhrn. 


Bayaka | Begin, Menachem 


Bayaka African pygmy ethnic group 
by-ak-uh /bar'aka/ 

Bayelsa state, Nigeria 
by-el-suh /bar'elsa/ 

Bayeux city, France 
by-oe /bar'o/ 

Bayji town, Iraq 
bay-ji /‘be1d3i/ 

bayou marshy outlet of a lake or river 
by-oo /'batu:/ 

Bayreuth town, Germany 
by-royt /bar'rart/ 

bdellium fragrant resin 
del-i-uhm /‘deliam/ 

bealach Scottish narrow mountain pass 
bel-akh /‘belax/ 

Beamon, Bob American long-jumper 
bee-muhn /‘bi:man/ 

Béarnaise tarragon-flavoured sauce 
bay-uhr-nayz / bera(r)'neiz/ 

Beas (also Bias) river, India 
bee-ahss /bi:‘a:s/ 

beatification process of being declared 
blessed by the pope 
bi-at-if-ik-ay-shuhn /biatifi'kerfan/ 

Beatrix, Queen queen of the 
Netherlands 
bay-uh-triks /‘beratriks/ 

Beatty, Earl British admiral 
bee-ti /‘bi:ti/ 

Beatty, Warren American actor 
bay-ti /‘berti/ 

Beaucaire town, France 
boh-kair /bau'ke:(r)/ 

Beaufort scale scale of wind speed 
boh-fuhrt /‘bavfa(r)t/ 

beau geste noble and generous act 
boh zhest / bau ‘3est/ 

Beaujolais district, France; also a type of 
wine 
boh-zhub-lay /‘bauzele1/ 

Beaumont, Francis English dramatist 
boh-mont /‘baumont/ 

Beaune region, France; also a type of 
wine 
bohn /baun/ 

beaux arts fine arts 
bohz ar /,bauz ‘a:(r)/ 

béchamel rich sauce made with milk 
bay-shuh-mel /berfa'mel/ 

béche-de-mer large sea cucumber 
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besh duh mair / bes da 'me:(r)/ 
Bechstein, Friedrich German 

piano-builder 

freed-rikh bekh-shtyn / fri:dri¢ 

‘becstam/ 

The piano firm is often anglicized to 

bek-styn. 


Beckenbauer, Franz German 
footballer 
frants bek-uhn-bow-uhr / frants 
‘beken,bava(r)/ 

Becker, Boris German tennis player 
borr-iss bek-uhr / boris 'beka(r)/ 

Becket, St Thomas & English prelate 
and statesman 
uh bek-it /a ‘bekit/ 

Beckett, Samuel Irish dramatist, 
novelist, and poet 
bek-it /‘bekit/ 

Becquerel, Antoine-Henri French 
physicist 
ah(ng)-twahn ah(ng)-ree bek-rel 
/4,twa:n Gri: bek’rel/ 

becquerel SI unit of radioactivity 
bek-uh-rel /‘bekarel/ 

Bede, St English theologian 
beed /bi:d/ 

bedel official with ceremonial duties 
bee-duhl /‘bi:dal/ 

Bedouin (also Beduin) nomadic Arab of 
the desert 
bed-uu-in /‘beduin/ 

Beelzebub devil or demon 
bee-el-zuh-bub /bi:'elzabab/ 

Beerbohm, Max English caricaturist, 
essayist, and critic 
beer-bohm /'bra(r)baum/ 

Beerenauslese German white wine 
bair-uhn-owss-lay-zuh 
/‘be:ran,ausleiza/ 

Beersheba town, Israel 
beer-shee-buh / bia(r)'Si:ba/ 

Beethoven, Ludwig van German 
composer 
loot-vikh van bayt-hoh-vuhn /lu:tvi¢ 
van ‘bert, hauvan/ 


The first name is often anglicized to 
luud-vig. 


Begin, Menachem Israeli statesman 
muh-nah-khuhm beg-in /ma,na:xam 
‘begin 
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BBC English and Received Pronunciation 


BBC English and 
Received 
Pronunciation 


In the preface to a BBC Pronouncing Dictionary of 1971 one of our 
predecessors in the Pronunciation Unit wrote, ‘Although the BBC does 
not, and never did, impose pronunciations of its own on English words, 
the myth of BBC English dies hard. It owed its birth no doubt to the 
era before the Second World War, when all announcers spoke Received 
Pronunciation’ This usefully summarizes the relationship between the 
two terms. 


Received Pronunciation (RP) 

Received Pronunciation is an accent of spoken English, identified more 
with a particular social group than a particular region, although it has 
connections with the accent of southern England and is associated 
with educated speakers and formal speech. It is used as a model for the 
teaching of English as a foreign language and is still the accent gener- 
ally represented in dictionaries which give pronunciations. (For the 
English pronunciations in this book, we use an accent which could 
broadly be described as RP; see the introduction for a fuller discus- 
sion.) Perhaps for this reason, RP is often thought of as an unchanging 
accent, a standard against which other accents can be measured or 
judged. In fact, there is considerable variation within groups of people 
who are said to speak RP, the term is differently interpreted by differ- 
ent people, and RP itself has changed considerably over time. 


BBC English 

RP is closely associated in people’s minds with broadcasting in general, 
and the BBC in particular. It is widely believed that the BBC tradition- 
ally employed as newsreaders and broadcasters only people who could 
speak RP. If ‘BBC English’ were taken literally, it would just mean Eng- 
lish as spoken on the BBC—which today would mean virtually every 
kind of English from all around the world. However, what is usually 
understood by ‘BBC English’ is RP, perhaps even the RP stereotypically 
used by pre-war radio announcers. This term is now used by some ling- 
uists and lexicographers as well as by the general public, and reinforces 
the view that the BBC has a particular responsibility to champion one 
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accent of English, or hold back the tide of language change. In fact, the 
BBC doesn’t require any of its broadcasters to speak with any particu- 
lar accent, and the advice given by the Pronunciation Unit is broadly 
suitable for all accents of English. 

The Pronunciation Unit advises on the correct pronunciation of 
words, names, and phrases in all languages (including English), but 
where two possible pronunciations of an English word exist, it is not 
part of our remit to enforce the use of one over the other. We can 
advise programme makers on which pronunciations are permissible by 
consulting pronunciation dictionaries and other published sources, and 
may also advise on which form is more common or more traditional in 
British English, but we do not prohibit any acceptable forms. (A small 


number of these variant words are commonly the subject of com- 
plaints: see the Top Ten Complaints panel.) 


beguine Caribbean dance 
bay-geen /ber'gi:n/ 

begum Muslim woman of high rank 
bay-guhm /‘beigem/ 

Behan, Brendan Irish poet 
bee-uhn /‘bi:an/ 

behemoth mythological creature 
buh-hee-moth /ba'hi:mn6/ 

Behn, Aphra English writer 
af-ruh bayn /afra ‘bern/ 

Behn, Ari Norwegian writer 
ar-i bayn /,a:ri ‘bein/ 

Behrens, Peter German architect and 
designer 
pay-tuhr bay-ruhnss /,peita(r) 
‘berrans/ 

Beidaihe resort, China 
bay-dy-khuh / betda1'xa/ 

Beiderbecke, Bix American jazz 
musician and composer 
biks by-duhr-bek / biks 'baida(r)bek/ 

Beijing capital of China 
bay-jing /,ber'd31n/ 


The pronunciation bay-zhing is common, 
but not correct. A Chinese j is never 
pronounced zh. 


Beira port, Mozambique 
by-ruh /‘batra/ 

beira antelope 
bay-ruh /'berra/ 

Beirut capital of Lebanon 
bay-root /ber'ru:t/ 


Beit Hanoun town, Palestine 
bayt han-oon / bert ha'nu:n/ 
Beja Egyptian nomadic ethnic group 
bej-uh /‘bed3a/ 
Béjart, Maurice French choreographer 
morr-eess bay-zhar /mop'ri:s ber'3a:(r)/ 
Bekaa valley, Lebanon 
bek-ah /be'ka:/ 
Belafonte, Harry American singer 
bel-uh-fon-ti /bele'fonti/ 
Belarus country 
bel-uh-rooss / bela'ru:s/ 
Established anglicization. 
bel canto musical term 
bel kan-toh / bel 'kantau/ 
Belém port, Brazil 
bel-em /be'lem/, Portuguese [be'léi] 
* Established anglicization. 
Belfast city, Northern Ireland 
bel-fahst /‘belfa:st/ 
Belgaum city, India 
bel-gowm /‘belgaum/ 
Belgorod city, Russia 
byel-guh-ruht /‘bjelgarat/ 
Belgrade capital of Serbia 
bel-grayd /bel'greid/ 
Established anglicization. The Serbian name 


is Beograd, pronounced bay-og-rat 
(be'ograt]. 


Belial name for the devil 
bee-li-uhl /'bi:lial/ 
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Belitung island, Indonesia 
buh-lee-tuung /be'li:tun/ 

Belize country 
bel-eez /be'li:z/ 

Belizean relating to Belize 
bel-eez-i-uhn /be'li:zion/ 

Belleek village, Northern Ireland; also 
the pottery made there 
buh-leek /be'li:k/ 

Bellerophon Greek mythological 
character 
buh-lerr-uh-fuhn /ba'lerafen/ 

Bellingshausen Sea part of the Pacific 
bel-ingz-how-zuhn /’belinz,havzan/ 

Bellini, Giovanni Italian painter 
juh-vah-ni bel-ee-ni /d3e'va:ni 
be'li:ni/ 

Bellini cocktail 
bel-ee-ni /be'li:ni/ 

Belloc, Hilaire French-born British 
writer 
ee-lair bel-ok /i:,le:(r) ‘belok/ 

Belmopan capital of Belize 
bel-moh-pan /,belmau'pan/ 

Belo Horizonte city, Brazil 
bel-oo orr-iz-on-ti / belu: ori'zpnti/ 

Bélohlavek, Jivi Czech conductor 
yeer-zhee byel-oh-hlah-vek /,j1a(r)3i: 
‘bjelavhla:vek/ 

Belorussia former name for Belarus; 
also called Byelorussia 
bel-uh-rush-uh /,bela'rasa/ 

Bel Paese trademark Italian cheese 
bel pah-ay-zay /,bel pa:'e1ze1/ 

Belsen Nazi concentration camp; also 
called Bergen-Belsen 
bel-suhn /‘belsan/, [‘belzn] 

* Established anglicization. 

Belshazzar biblical name; also opera by 
Handel 
bel-shaz-uhr /bel'faza(r)/ 

Beltane ancient Celtic festival 
bel-tayn /‘beltern/ 

Bemba Zambian ethnic group 
bem-buh /‘bemba/ 

Benares former name for Varanasi 
buh-nar-iz /ba'na:riz/ 

Benatar, Pat American rock singer 
ben-uh-tar /‘bensta:(r)/ 

Benbecula island, Scotland 
ben-bek-yuul-uh /ben'bekjula/ 


Belitung | Bennett, Jana 


Bendigo town, Australia 
ben-dig-oh /'bendigau/ 

Benecol trademark cholesterol-lowering 
range of foods 
ben-uh-kol /‘benakvl/ 

Benedict, St Italian hermit 
ben-uh-dikt /‘benadikt/ 


Benedictine Christian religious order 
ben-uh-dik-tin /,beno'diktin/ 

Benedictus part of the Mass 
ben-uh-dik-tuuss /, bena'diktus/ 


Benelux Belgium, the Netherlands, and 
Luxembourg 
ben-uh-luks /‘benalaks/ 


Bene, Edvard Czechoslovak statesman 
ed-uu-art ben-esh /,edua:(r)t 'bensS/ 

Benét, Eric American singer 
ben-ay /be'ne1/ 

Benfica Portuguese football team 
ben-fee-kuh /ben'fi:ko/, [bé'fike] 
* Established anglicization. 

Bengal region of the Indian subcontinent 
beng-gawl /ben'go:]/ 

Bengali relating to Bengal 
beng-gaw-li /ben'ga:li/ 

Benghazi port, Libya 
beng-gah-zi /ben'ga:zi/ 

Benguela port, Angola 
beng-gel-uh /ben'gela/ 

Bengkulu province, Indonesia 
buhng-koo-loo /ban‘ku:lu:/ 

Ben-Gurion, David Israeli statesman 
day-vid ben goor-i-uhn /,dervid ben 
‘guarian/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

benign gentle or mild 
buh-nyn /ba'nam/ 

Benin country 
ben-een /be'ni:n/ 

Bening, Anette American actress 
ben-ing /‘benin/ 

Benitez, Rafael Spanish manager of 
Liverpool FC 
raf-uh-el ben-ee-teth /rafa,el 
be'ni:te6/ 

benne US term for sesame 
ben-i /‘beni/ 

Bennett, Jana BBC director of 
television 
jay-nuh ben-it / d3ema ‘benit/ 


Ben Nevis | Berkshire 


Ben Nevis mountain, Scotland 
ben nev-iss /,ben ‘nevis/ 

Benoni city, South Africa 
buh-noh-ni /ba'neuni/ 

Bentham, Jeremy English philosopher 
ben-thuhm /‘benésm/ 

Benue-Congo branch of the 
Niger-Congo family of languages 
ben-way /‘benwe1/ 

Ben Wyvis mountain, Scotland 
ben wiv-iss /,ben 'wivis/ 

Benxi city, China 
ben-shee / ben'fi:/ 

Benz, Karl Friedrich German motor 
manufacturer 
karl freed-rikh bents /ka:(r)! fri:dri¢ 
‘bents/ 


The make of car is anglicized to benz; see 
MERCEDES BENZ. 


Benzedrine trademark drug 
ben-zid-reen /‘benzidri:n/ 
benzodiazepine group of tranquilizing 
drugs 
ben-zoh-dy-ayz-uh-peen 
/ benzaudar'eizapi:n/ 


Commonly also ben-zoh-dy-az-uh-peen. 


Beograd see Belgrade 

Beowulf Old English epic poem 
bay-uh-wuulf /‘berawulf/ 

Berardi, Antonio English fashion 
designer 
an-toh-ni-oh buh-rar-di /an,tauniav 
ba'ra:(r)di/ 

Berber North African ethnic group and 
language 
bur-buhr /‘ba:(r)ba(r)/ 

Berbera port, Somalia 
bur-buh-ruh /'ba:(r)bara/ 

Berchtesgaden town, Germany 
bairkh-tuhss-gah-duhn 
/,be:(r)¢tas'ga:dan/ 

Berenger, Tom American actor 
berr-uhn-juhr /‘berand3a(r)/ 

Berenice ancient Egyptian queen 
berr-uh-ny-si /,bera‘natsi/ 

Bereshit book of the Torah 
berr-ay-shit /be'rerfit/ 

Berg, Alban Austrian composer 
al-buhn bairk /,alban 'be:(r)k/ 

Bergamo town and province, Italy 
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bair-guh-moh /‘be:(r)gameu/ 
bergamot fragrant plant 
bur-guh-mot /'ba:(r)gamot/ 
Bergen port, Norway 
bur-guhn /‘ba:(r)gan/, [‘baergan] 
* Established anglicization. 
Bergen-Belsen Nazi concentration 
camp 
bair-guhn bel-zuhn /,be:(r)gan 
‘belzan/ 
bergenia evergreen Asian plant 
buhr-gee-ni-uh /ba(r)'gi:nia/ 
Bergerac region, France 
bair-zhuh-rak /be:(r)30'rak/ 
Berger, Oscar Guatemalan president 
osk-ar bair-khair /,vska:(r) 
be:(r)'xex(r)/ 
Bergman, Ingmar Swedish film 
director 
ing-mar bairg-muhn /,1nma:(r) 
‘be:(r)gman/, [‘baerjman] 
Bergman, Ingrid Swedish actress 
ing-rid bairg-muhn /,mrid 
‘be:(r)gman/, {‘berjman]} 
beriberi vitamin deficiency disease 
berr-i-berr-i / beri'beri/ 
Bering, Vitus Danish navigator and 
explorer 
vee-tuuss bair-ing /,vi:tus ‘be:rm/ 
Berio, Luciano Italian composer 
loo-chah-noh bair-i-oh /lu:,tfa:neo 
‘be:riau/ 
Berkeley city, US 
bur-kli /'ba:(r)kli/ 
Berkeley, Busby American film director 
buz-bi bur-kli /,bazbi ‘ba:(r)kli/ 
Berkeley, George Irish philosopher and 
bishop 
bar-kii /'ba:(r)kli/ 
Berkeley, Lennox English composer 
bar-kli /‘ba:(r)kli/ 
berkelium chemical element 
bur-kli-uhm /‘ba:(r)kliam/ 
Sometimes also bur-kee-li-uhm, although 


the element takes its name from the US city 
Berkeley. 


Berkoff, Steven English dramatist 
bur-kof /‘ba:(r)kof/ 

Berkshire county, England 
bark-shuhr /‘ba:(r)kSa(r)/ 
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Berkshire county, US 
burk-shuhr /‘ba:(r)kSa(r)/ 

Berlin capital of Germany 
bur-lin /ba:(r)'lin/, [ber'li:n] 

* Established anglicization. 

Berliner, Der German newspaper 
dair bair-lee-nuhr /de:(r) 
be:(r)'lima(r)/ 

Berlingske Tidende Danish newspaper 
bair-ling-skuh tee-duhn-duh 
/,bex{r)linska 'ti:denda/ 

Berlin, Irving Russian-born American 
songwriter 
bur-lin /be:(r)'lm/ 

Berlioz, Hector French composer 
ek-tor bair-li-ohz /ek,to:(r) 
"be:(r)liauz/ 

Berlusconi, Silvio Italian prime 
minister 
seel-vi-oh bair-loo-skoh-ni / si:lvian 
ibex(r)lu:'skauni/ 

Bermuda country 
buhr-myoo-duh /ba(r)'mju:da/ 

Bermudian relating to Bermuda 
buhr-myoo-di-uhn /ba(r)'mju:dian/ 

Bern (also Berne) capital of Switzerland 
burn /ba:(r)n/, German [bern], French 
[bern] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Bernadotte, Jean Baptiste French 
soldier; king of Sweden as Charles XIV 
zhah(ng) bat-eest bair-nad-ot /3a 
ba,ti:st be:(r)na‘dot/ 

Bernhardt, Sarah French actress 
sair-uh bairn-hart /se:ra 
‘be:(rynha:(r)t/, French (sara bernar] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Bernini, Gian Lorenzo Italian painter 
and architect 
jan lorr-ent-soh bair-nee-ni /d3an 
lo,rentsau be:(r)'nimni/ 

Bernstein, Leonard American 
composer, conductor, and pianist 
burn-styn /‘ba:(r)nstam/ 

Berra, Yogi American baseball player 
yoh-gi berr-uh / jaugi 'bera/ 

Berry, Halle American actress 
hal-i berr-i / hali ‘beri/ 

Bertolucci, Bernardo Italian film 
director 
bair-nar-doh bair-tuh-loo-chi 
/,be:(r),nax(r)dav be:(r)te'lu:tfi/ 


Berkshire | bhaji 


Berwald, Franz Swedish composer 
franss bair-vald / frans ‘be:(r)vald/ 
Berwickshire former county, Scotland 
berr-ik-shuhr /‘bertkSa(r)/ 
beryllium chemical element 
buh-ril-i-uhm /be'rtliam/ 
Besancon city, France 
buh-zah(ng)-so(ng) /baza's3/ 
Besant, Annie English theosophist, 
writer, and politician 
bess-uhnt /‘besant/ 
Besiktas part of Istanbul; also football 
team 
besh-ik-tash /be'fiktaS/ 
Beslan town, Russia 
buh-slahn /be'sla:n/ 
Bessarabia region, eastern Europe 
bess-uh-ray-bi-uh /,besa'rerbia/ 
Bessemer, Henry English engineer and 
inventor 
bess-uh-muhr /‘besama(r)/ 
Besson, Luc French film director 
luek bess-o(ng) /,lyk be's3/ 
beta letter of the Greek alphabet 
bee-tuh /'bi:ta/ 
Betelgeuse star 
bee-tuhl-ju(r)z /‘bi:tal,d3e:z/ 
Beth Din Jewish court of law 
bayt deen / beit ‘di:n/ 
Bethlehem town, West Bank 
beth-luh-hem /‘be@lahem/ 
Betjeman, John English poet 
betch-uh-muhn /‘betfaman/ 
beurré class of pear 
byoor-i /‘bjvari/ 
Bewick, Thomas English artist 
byoo-ik /‘bju:tk/ 
bey governor of a district in the Ottoman 
Empire 
bay /be1/ 
Beyoncé American pop singer 
bee-yon-say /bi:'jonse1/ 
bezique card game for two 
buh-zeek /be'zi:k/ 
Bhagwan Hindu god 
bug-wahn /bag'wa:n/ 
bhaji Indian small cake or ball of 
vegetables 
bah-ji /'ba:d3i/ 


bhangra | biopic 


bhangra type of Punjabi pop music 
bung-gruh /‘bangra/ 

bharal Himalayan wild sheep 
burr-uhl /‘baral/ 

Bharat Hindi name for India 
burr-uht /‘barat/ 

Bhaskar, Sanjeev English comedian 
and actor 
sun-jeev busk-uhr /san,d3i:v 
‘baska(r)/ 

Bhavnagar port, India 
buv-nug-uhr /bav'naga(r)/ 

Bhel Poori Indian dish 
bel poor-i / bel ‘puari/ 

Bhil (also Bheel) Indian ethnic group 
beel /bi:l/ 

Bhili relating to the Bhils 
bee-li /'bi:li/ 

bhindi Indian term for okra 
bin-dee /'bindi:/ 

Bhojpuri Indian group of languages 
bohj-poor-i /,baud3'puari/ 

Bhopal city, India 
boh-pahl /bav'pa:1/ 

Bhubaneswar city, india 
boo-buh-naysh-wuhr 
/,bu:ba'nerfwa(r)/ 

bhuna (also bhoona) Bengali curry 
boo-nuh /‘bu:na/ 

Bhutan independent kingdom 
boo-tahn /bu:'ta:n/ 

Bhutto, Benazir Pakistani stateswoman 
ben-uh-zeer boo-toh /bena,zie(r) 
‘bu:tau/ 

Bhutto, Zulfikar Ali Pakistani 
statesman 
zuul-fik-ar ah-li boo-toh /,zulfika:(r) 
.a:li ‘bu:tau/ 

Biafra, Bight of bay in the Gulf of 
Guinea 
bi-af-ruh /bi'afra/ 

Bialystok city, Poland 
byow-ist-ok /bjau'1stok/ 

Biarritz resort, France 
beer-its / bra‘rits/, [bjarits] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Bias see Beas 

Biber, Heinrich German-Bohemian 
composer 
hyn-rikh bee-buhr /,hamrig 'bi:ba(r)/ 

bice blue-green pigment 
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byss /bais/ 
bicentenary two-hundredth anniversary 
by-sen-tee-nuh-ri / barsen'ti:nari/ 
bichon frise small dog 
bee-shuhn freez / bi:fan ‘fri:z/ 
Bielefeld city, Germany 
bee-luh-felt /‘bi:le,felt/ 
biennale large art exhibition or music 
festival 
bee-en-ah-lay /,bi:e'na:le1/ 
biennium 91. biennia period of two years 
by-en-i-uhm, pl. by-en-i-uh 
/bar'eniam/, pl. /-nia/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Bierce, Ambrose American writer 
beers /bia(r)s/ 
BIFU Banking, Insurance, and Finance 
Union 
bif-yoo /‘bifju:/ 
Big Sur resort, US 
big sur /,big 'sa:(r)/ 
Bihar state, India 
bi-har /bi‘ha:(r)/ 
Bihari relating to Bihar 
bi-har-i /bi‘ha:ri/ 
Biko, Steve South African radical leader 
bee-koh /‘bi:kau/ 
Bilbao port, Spain 
bil-bow /bil’bau/ 
Bild German newspaper 
bilt /bilt/ 
Bildad biblical name 
bil-dad /‘bildad/ 
bindi Indian decorative mark on the 
forehead 
bin-dee /'bindi:/ 
Binet, Alfred French psychologist 
al-fred bee-nay /al fred bi:'ne1/ 
Bin Laden, Osama Saudi-born Islamic 
dissident 
uu-sah-muh bin lah-duhn /u,sa:ma 
bin ‘la:dan/ 
Binoche, Juliet French actress 
zhuel-yet bee-nosh /3yl jet bi: npf/ 
Bioko island, Equatorial Guinea 
bi-oh-koh /bi'aukau/ 
biome community of flora and fauna 
by-ohm /‘baraum/ 
biopic biographical film 
by-oh-pik /'bareu,pik/ 
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biopsy examination of tissue 
by-op-si /‘baropsi/ 

BIOS set of computer instructions 
by-oss /'barps/ 

biotin vitamin of the B complex 
by-uh-tin /‘baratin/ 

bipedal using only two legs for walking 
by-pee-duhl /bar'pi:del/ 

bireme ancient warship 
by-reem /‘batri:m/ 

biretta square cap worn by Roman 
Catholic clergymen 
birr-et-uh /br'reta/ 

Birgitta, St variant spelling of St Bridget 
beer-git-uh /,bia(r)'gita/ 

biriani Indian dish 
birr-i-ah-ni / biri'a:ni/ 

Birkbeck college in London 
burk-bek /‘ba:(r)kbek/ 

Birkenau part of Auschwitz 
concentration camp 
beer-kuh-now /‘bia(r)konau/ 

Birkenhead town, England 
bur-kuhn-hed / ba:(r)kon‘hed/ 

Birman cat of a long-haired breed 
bur-muhn /'ba:(r)man/ 

birr currency unit, Ethiopia 
beer /bia(r)/ 

bis musical term 
biss /bis/ 

Biscay, Bay of part of the North Atlantic 
bisk-ay /‘bisker/ 

biscotti Italian biscuits 
bisk-ot-i /bi'skoti/ 

Bishkek capital of Kyrgyzstan 
bish-kek /biS'kek/ 

Bisho town, South Africa 
bee-shoh /‘bi:fau/ 

bishopric office or rank of a bishop 
bish-uh-prik /‘bifaprrk/ 

Bislama Vanuatan pidgin language 
bish-luh-mah /‘brfle,ma:/ 

Bismarck city, US 
biz-mark /‘bizma:(r)k/ 

Bismarck, Otto von German 
statesman 
ot-oh fon biz-mark /,ptav fon 
‘bizma:(r)k/, German ['bismark } 
* Established anglicization. 

bismillah ‘in the name of God’ (Arabic) 
biss-mil-uh /bis'mila/ 


biopsy | blancmange 


bismuth chemical element 
biz-muhth /‘bizma6/ 

bison shaggy-haired wild ox 
by-suhn /’baisan/ 

bisque shellfish soup 
bisk /bisk/ 

Bissagos Islands group of islands, 
Guinea-Bissau 
biss-ag-guush /br'saguS/ 

Bissau capital of Guinea-Bissau 
biss-ow /bi'sau/ 

Bisset, Jacqueline English actress 
biss-it /‘bisit/ 

bistoury surgical knife 
bist-uu-ri /‘bisturi/ 

bistre brownish-yellow pigment 
bist-uhr /'bista(r)/ 

Bithynia ancient region in Asia Minor 
bith-in-i-uh /b1'dinia/ 

Bitrex trademark bitter-tasting synthetic 
organic compound 
bit-reks /‘bitreks/ 

bivouac temporary camp 
biv-oo-ak /‘brvuak/ 

Bizerta port, Tunisia 
biz-ur-tuh /br'za:(r)ta/ 

Bizet, Georges French composer 
zhorzh bee-zay /,30:(r)3 bi:'ze1/ 

Bjelovar town, Croatia 
byel-uh-var /‘bjelava:(r)/ 

Bjork Icelandic singer 
byoerk /bjce(r)k/ 

blackguard dishonourable man 
blag-ard /‘blaga:(r)d/ 

blaeberry Scottish and northern English 
term for bilberry 
blay-buh-ri /‘blerbari/ 

Blaenau Gwent county borough, Wales 
bly-ny gwent /,blainar 'gwent/ 

Blahnik, Manolo Spanish shoe 
designer 
muh-noh-loh blah-nik /ma,nevleu 
‘blantk/ 

Blair, Cherie English lawyer; wife of 
Tony Blair 
shuh-ree /Ja'ri:/ 

Blanchett, Cate Australian actress 
kayt blan-chuht / keit ‘blantfoat/ 

blancmange gelatinous dessert 
bluh-monzh /bla’‘mpn3/ 


Blantyre | bodhisattva 


Blantyre city, Malawi 
bian-ty-uhr /‘blantata(r)/ 
blasé unimpressed or indifferent 
blah-zay /‘bla:ze1/ 
blaspheme speak irreverently about 
sacred things 
blass-feem /blas'fi:m/ 
blasphemous sacrilegious 
blass-fuh-muhss /‘blasfamas/ 
Blatter, Sepp Swiss president of FIFA 
sep blat-uhr /,sep 'blata(r)/ 
Blaue Reiter group of German 
expressionist painters 
blow-uh ryt-uhr / blava 'rarta(r)/ 
Blears, Hazel English politician 
bleerz /blia(r)z/ 
Blenheim palace, England 
blen-uhm /‘blenam/ 
bleomycin antibiotic 
blee-oh-my-sin /,bli:au'marsin/ 
blepharitis inflammation of the eyelid 
blef-uh-ry-tiss /blefa'rartis/ 
Blériot, Louis French aviation pioneer 
lwee blerr-i-oh / ]wi: blerr'au/ 
blesbok antelope 
bless-bok /'blesbpk/ 
blessed made holy 
bless-id /’blesid/ 
blessed past tense of bless 
blest /blest/ 
Blethyn, Brenda English actress 
bleth-in /‘bledin/ 
Blige, Mary J. American singer 
blyj /blaid3/ 
Bligh, William British naval officer 
bly /blat/ 
blini Russian pancakes 
blee-ni /‘blimi/ 
blitzkrieg intense military campaign 
blits-kreeg /'blitskri:g/ 
Blix, Hans Swedish diplomat and 
politician 
hahnss bliks /,ha:ns 'bliks/ 
Bloch, Ernest Swiss-born American 
composer 
air-nest blokh /,¢:(r)nest ‘blox/ 
Bloemfontein city, South Africa 
bloom-fuhn-tayn /‘blu:mfan,tem/ 
Blois city, France 
blwah /blwa:/ 
Blondin, Charles French acrobat 
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blon-din /‘blondin/, [bl3dé] 
* Established anglicization. 

Blum, Léon French statesman 
lay-o(ng) bloom /le1,3 'blu:m/ 

Blumenbach, Johann Friedrich 
German physiologist and anatomist 
yoh-han freed-rikh bloo-muhn-bakh 
/ jevhan fri:dri¢ 'blu:manbax/ 

B'nai B'rith Jewish organization 
bnay brith / bnet ‘br16/ 

Boadicea queen of the Iceni; also called 
Boudicca 
boh-uh-diss-ee-uh /bavadr'si:a/ 

Boateng, Paul English politician 
bwah-teng /‘bwa:ten/ 

boatswain ship’s officer 
boh-suhn /‘bausan/ 

Boa Vista town, Brazil 
boh-uh vist-uh /,baua ‘vista/ 

bocage pastureland 
buh-kahzh /ba’ka:3/ 

Boccaccio, Giovanni Italian writer 
and poet 
juh-vah-ni buh-katch-oh /d3a,va:ni 
ba'katfau/ 

bocce Italian game; also called boccia 
botch-ay /‘botfe1/ 

Boccherini, Luigi Italian composer 
luu-ee-ji bok-uh-ree-ni /1u,i:d3i 
ibpka'ri:ni/ 

boccia Italian game; also called bocce 
botch-uh /‘botfa/ 

bocconcini small balls of mozzarella 
cheese 
bok-on-chee-ni /,bokon'tfimi/ 

Bocelli, Andrea Italian tenor 
an-dray-uh botch-el-i /an,dreia 
bo'tfeli/ 

Bochum city, Germany 
boh-khuum /‘bauxum/ 

Bocquet, Kevin BBC journalist 
buh-kay /ba'ke1/ 

bodega cellar or shop selling wine 
buh-day-guh /ba'deiga/ 

Bodensee see Constance 

Bodhgaya Buddhist place of 
enlightenment 
bohd-guh-yuh /‘baudgeja/ 

bodhisattva (in Buddism) person 
worthy of nirvana 
boh-di-sut-vuh / baudr'satva/ 
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bodhran Irish drum 
bow-rahn /bau'ra:n/ 

Bodleian Library library of Oxford 
University 
bod-li-uhn /‘bodlian/ 

Bodoni, Giambattista Italian printer 
jam-bat-eest-uh buh-doh-ni 
/d3amba,ti:sta ba’dauni/ 

Bodrum resort, Turkey 
bod-ruhm /"bodram/ 

Boeing aircraft manufacturers 
boh-ing /‘baurn/ 

Boeotia department, Greece 
bi-oh-shi-uh /bi'aufia/ 

Boer Dutch population which settled in 
southern Africa 
bawr /bo:(r)/ 


Commonly alse boh-uhr and boor. 


boeremusiek traditional Afrikaner 
music 
boor-uh-myoo-sik /‘buara,mju:sik/ 

Boethius, Anicius Manlius 
Severinus Roman statesman and 
philosopher 
an-iss-i-uhss man-li-uhss 
sev-uh-ry-nuhss boh-ee-thi-uhss 
/amisias manlias seva'rainas 
bau'i:bias/ 

boeuf bourguignon dish of beef stewed 
in red wine 
boef bor-gin-yon /,beef ba:(r)gm'jon/, 
French [beef burginj3] 

Bofors Swedish steel and armaments 
company 
boh-fuhrz /‘bavfa(r)z/, [bu'fos] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

bogan boringly conventional or 
old-fashioned person 
boh-guhn /'baugan/ 

Bogarde, Dirk British actor and writer 
boh-gard /‘bauga:(r)d/ 

Bogart, Humphrey American actor 
boh-gart /‘bauga:(r)t/ 

bogle phantom or goblin 
boh-guhl /‘baugal/ 

bogong large Australian moth 
boh-gong /‘baugnn/ 

Bogota capital of Colombia 
bog-ot-ah /bogn'ta:/ 

Bo Hai large inlet of the Yellow Sea, 
China 


bodhran | bolivar 


boh khy /,bau ‘xa1/ 
bohea black China tea 
boh-hee /bav‘hi:/ 
Bohemia region, Czech Republic 
boh-hee-mi-uh /bau‘hi:mia/ 
Bohm, Georg German organist 
gay-ork boem /,ge19:(r)k 'be:m/ 
Bohol island, Philippines 
boh-hol /bau'hnl/ 
bohrium chemical element 
bawr-i-uhm /'bo:riam/ 
Boileau, Nicholas French critic and 


poet 
nee-kol-ah bwal-oh /ni:ko,la: 
bwa'lau/ 

boilie type of flavoured fishing bait 
boy-li /‘borli/ 

Boise city, Idaho 
boy-si /‘borsi/ 

Bokassa, Jean Bédel African 
statesman and military leader 
zhah(ng) buh-del buh-kass-uh /34 
ba,del ba'kasa/ 

bokken wooden sword 
bok-uhn /‘bokan/ 

Bokmil one of two standard forms of 
Norwegian 
book-maw/l /'bu:kmo:1/ 

bolection architectural feature 
buh-lek-shuhn /ba'lekfan/ 

bolero Spanish dance 
buh-lair-oh /ba'le:rau/ 


The bolero jacket can also be pronounced 
bol-uh-roh. 


Boleyn, Anne second wife of Henry 
Vill 
buh-lin /ba'lin/ 

Bolger, James New Zealand statesman 
bol-juhr /‘boid3a(r)/ 

bolide large meteor 
boh-lyd /‘bavlaid/ 


Bolingbroke surname of Henry [V 
bol-ing-bruuk /‘bolinbruk/ 

Bolivar, Sim6n Venezuelan patriot 
and statesman 
see-mon bol-ee-var /si::mon 
bo'li:va:(r)/ 

bolivar currency unit, Venezuela 
bol-ee-var /bp'li:va:(r)/ 


Bolivia | boor 


Bolivia country 
buh-liv-i-uh /ba'livia/, Spanish 
[bo'liBja] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
boliviano currency unit, Bolivia 
buh-liv-i-ah-noh /balrvi'a:nau/ 
B6éll, Heinrich German novelist 
hyn-rikh boel /,hamric 'beel/ 
Bollinger brand of champagne 
bol-in-juhr /‘bolind3a(r)/ 
bollito misto Italian dish 
bol-ee-toh mist-oh /bp,li:tau 'misteu/ 
Bologna city, Italy 
buh-lon-yuh /ba'lonja/ 
bolometer instrument for measuring 
radiant energy 
buh-lom-it-uhr /ba'lomita(r)/ 
Bolshevik Russian political party 
bol-shuh-vik /‘bolfavik/ 
Bolshoi Ballet Russian ballet company 
buhl-shoy /bal'fo1/ 
Bolzano city, Italy 
bol-tsah-noh /bol'tsa:nau/ 
bomarc anti-aircraft missile 
boh-mark /‘bauma:(r)k/ 
bombard cannon 
bom-bard /‘bomba:(r)d/ 
bombarde wind instrument 
bom-bard /‘bomba:(r)d/ 
bombardier rank of non-commissioned 
officer 
bom-buh-deer / bomba‘dia(r)/ 
bombardon bass tuba 
bom-bar-duhn /‘bomba:(r)dan/ 
bombazine twilled dress fabric 
bom-buh-zeen /‘bombazi:n/ 
bombe frozen dome-shaped dessert 
bomb /bomb/ 
bombora type of wave 
bom-bawr-uh /bpm'bo:ra/ 
Bon Japanese Buddhist festival 
bon /bon/ 
bona fide genuine 
boh-nuh fy-di /,bauna ‘faidi/ 
Bonaire island, Netherlands Antilles 
bon-air /bp'ne:(r)/ 
Bonaparte Corsican family name 
boh-nuh-part /baunapa:(r)t/ 
bona vacantia goods without an 
apparent owner 
boh-nuh vuh-kant-i-uh / bauna 
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va'kantia/ 

Bonaventura, St Franciscan theologian 
bon-uh-ven-tyoor-uh 
/ bonaven'tjuara/ 

Bondi resort, Australia 
bon-dy /‘bondar/ 

bonhomie cheerful friendliness 
bon-uh-mee /'bonemi:/ 

boniato variety of sweet potato 
bon-i-ah-toh / boni'a:tau/ 

Boniface, St Anglo-Saxon missionary 
bon-if-ayss /‘bonifets/ 

bonito small tuna 
buh-nee-toh /ba'ni:tau/ 

Bon Jovi American rock band 
bon joh-vi /,bon ‘d3acvi/ 

bon mot witty remark 
bo(ng) moh /,b3 'mau/ 

Bonnard, Pierre French painter 
pyair bon-ar / pjex(r) bo'na:(r)/ 

Bono Irish singer 
bon-oh /'bonau/ 

Bono, Sonny American singer and 
politician 
sun-i boh-noh / sani 'baunau/ 

bonobo chimpanzee 
buh-noh-boh /ba'naubau/ 

bonsai art of growing miniature trees 
bon-sy /‘bonsai/ 

bontebok antelope 
bon-tuh-bok /‘bontabvk/ 

bon voyage ‘pleasant journey’ (French) 
bo(ng) voy-yahzh /,bb vor'ja:3/, [b3 
vwaja:3] 

bonxie great skua 
bonk-si /‘bonksi/ 

Bonynge, Richard Australian 
conductor 
bon-ing /‘bonin/ 

bonze Japanese or Chinese Buddhist 
teacher 
bonz /bpnz/ 

boojum mythological dangerous animal 
boo-juhm /‘bu:d3am/ 

Boolean relating to the work of 
mathematician George Boole 
boo-li-uhn /‘bu:lian/ 

boor rough and bad-mannered person 
bor /bo:(r)/ 

Less commonly also boor. 
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BoGtes northern constellation 
boh-oh-teez /bau'soti:z/ 

Booth, Cherie English lawyer; wife of 
Tony Blair 
shuh-ree booth /Sa,ri: 'bu:d/ 
This British surname is variously 


pronounced booth and booth, depending 
on individual preference. 


Boothia, Gulf of gulf in the Canadian 
Arctic 
booth-i-uh /'bu:6ia/ 

Bophuthatswana region, South Africa 
boh-poo-tuht-swah-nuh 
/ baupu:tat'swa:ne/ 

bora strong, cold wind 
baw-ruh /'bo:ra/ 

Bora-Bora island, French Polynesia 
baw-ruh baw-ruh /,bo:re 'bo:ra/ 

boracic consisting of boric acid 
buh-rass-ik /ba'rasik/ 

borage herbaceous plant 
borr-ij /‘borid3/ 

Boras city, Sweden 
buu-rawss /bu'ro:s/ 

Borazon trademark industrial abrasive 
baw-ruh-zon /‘bo:rezpn/ 

Borbén y Borbén, Juan Carlos de 
king of Spain 
khwan kar-lohss day bor-bon ee 
bor-bon /xwan ka:(r)lous der 
bo:(r),bon i: box(r)'bon/ 

borborygmus rumbling noise in the 
intestines 
bor-buh-rig-muhss /,bo:(r)ba'rigmas/ 

Bordeaux port, France 
bor-doh /bo:(r)'dau/ 

bordelaise served with a sauce of red 
wine and onions 
bor-duh-layz /,bo:(r)da'leiz/ 

Bordet, Jules Belgian bacteriologist and 
immunologist 
zhuel bor-day /3y] bo:(r)'der/ 

boreal relating to the climatic zone south 
of the Arctic 
baw-ri-uhl /‘bo:rial/ 

boreen Irish narrow country road 
baw-reen /bo:'ri:n/ 

Borg, Bjorn Swedish tennis player 
byoern borg / bjce:(r)n ‘bo:(r)g/, 
L,bjcem 'borj] 

borgata branch of the Mafia 


BoGtes | boscage 


bor-gah-tuh /bo:(r)'ga:te/ 

Borgia, Cesare Italian statesman 
chez-uh-ray bor-juh / tfezarer 
"bo:(r)d3e/ 

Borgia, Lucrezia Italian noblewoman 
loo-kret-si-uh borj-uh /lu:kretsia 
‘bo:(r)d3a/ 

Boris Godunov opera by Mussorgsky 
borr-iss god-uun-of /,bpris ,godunvf/, 
Russian [ba,r/is gaadu'nof ] 

* Established anglicization. 

Borlaug, Norman American scientist 
bor-lawg /‘bo:(r)lo:g/ 

borlotti bean type of kidney bean 
bor-lot-i /bo:(r)'lnti/ 

Bormann, Martin German Nazi 
politician 
mar-teen bor-man /,ma:(r)tizn 
‘bo:(r)man/ 

Borneo island, divided between 
Indonesia, Malaysia, and Brunei 
bor-ni-oh /'bo:(ryniau/ 

Bornholm island, Denmark 
born-hohm /'bo:(r)nheum/, 
['boenholm] 

* Established anglicization. 

Borobudur Buddhist monument in Java 
borr-oh-buud-oor / boraubu'dua(r)/ 

Borodin, Aleksandr Russian composer 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr borr-uh-din 
/alak,sa:nda(r) ‘boradm/ 

Borodino, Battle of battle in 1812 in 
Russia 
borr-uh-dee-noh /,bora'di:neu/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

boron chemical element 
baw-ron /'bo:rpn/ 

Borrell, Josep Spanish politician 
zhuuz-ep borr-el /3u,zep bo'rel/ 

Borromini, Francesco Italian 
architect 
fran-chesk-oh borr-uh-mee-ni 
/fran,tfeskeo ,bora'mimi/ 

Borsalino trademark wide-brimmed hat 
bor-suh-lee-noh /,bo:(r)se'li:znau/ 

borscht Russian or Polish soup 
borsht /ba:(r)St/ 

borzoi Russian wolfhound 
bor-zoy /'ba:(r)zo1/ 

boscage mass of trees or shrubs 
bosk-ij /‘bosk1d3/ 


Boscastle | bourrée 


Boscastle village, England 
boss-kah-suhl /‘boska:sel/ 

Bosnia-Herzegovina country 
boz-ni-uh hurt-suh-gov-in-uh 
/,boznia ha:(r)tsa'govine/ 


Established anglicization. The Bosnian 
name is Bosna I Hertsegovina, pronounced 
boss-nuh ee hairt-suh-gov-in-uh. 


Bosphorus the Bosporus 
boss-fuh-ruhss /‘bosfaras/ 
Bosporus strait connecting the Black 
Sea with the Sea of Marmara 
bosp-uh-ruhss /‘bosparas/ 
bossa nova Brazilian dance 
boss-uh noh-vuh / bpsa ‘nauve/ 
Botha, P. W. South African statesman 
boo-uh-tuh /‘buata/ 
* This is the Afrikaans pronunciation. 
Botham, Ian English cricketer 
bohth-uhm /'baudem/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced both-uhm and bohth-uhm, 
depending on individual preference. 


Bothnia, Gulf of part of the Baltic Sea 


both-ni-uh /‘bo6nia/ 

Bothwell, Earl of Scottish nobleman 
both-wel /‘bo8wel/ 

bothy (also bothie) small hut or cottage 
both-i /'bo6i/ 

Botox trademark drug prepared from 
botulin 
boh-toks /‘bautuks/ 

Botswana country 
bot-swah-nuh /bo'tswa:no/ 

Botticelli, Sandro italian painter 
san-droh bot-itch-el-i /,sandrau 
boti'tfeli/ 

botulin bacterial toxin 
bot-yuul-in /‘botjulin/ 

botulism food poisoning 
bot-yuul-iz-uhm /‘botjuhzem/ 

bouchée small pastry 
boo-shay /'bu:fet/ 

Boucher, Francois French painter 
frah(ng)-swah boo-shay /fra,swa: 
bu:'Ser/ 

Boudicca queen of the Iceni; also called 
Boadicea 
boo-dik-uh /’bu:dika/ 

boudin French black pudding 
boo-da(ng) /‘bu:dé/ 
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Bougainville island, Papua New Guinea 
boo-guhn-vil /‘bu:ganvil/ 

Bougainville, Louis Antoine de 
French explorer 
lwee ah(ng)-twahn duh 
boo-ga(ng)-veel /lwi: a,twa:n da 
bu:gévi:l/ 

bougie surgical instrument 
boo-zhi /‘bu:3i/ 

bouillabaisse fish soup 
boo-yuh-bess /bu:ja'bes/ 

boule French form of bowls 
bool /bu:1/ 


Boulez, Pierre French composer and 
conductor 
pyair boo-lez /pje:(r) bu:'lez/ 
Boulogne port, France 
buul-oyn /bo'lom/, [bulon] 
¢ Established anglicization. 


Boult, Adrian English conductor 
bohit /beult/ 


Boulting, John and Roy English film 
producers and directors 
bohl-ting /‘baultin/ 

Boulton, Matthew English engineer 
bohl-tuhn /‘baulten/ 


Bourbaki name of a group of 
mathematicians 
boor-bah-ki /,bua(r)'ba:ki/ 
Bourbon European royal house 
boor-buhn /‘bua(r)ban/, French 
{burb3] 
© Established anglicization. 
Bourbon chocolate-flavoured biscuit 
bor-buhn /‘bo:(r)ban/ 
bourbon American whisky 
bur-buhn /‘ba:(r)ban/ 
Bourbonnais province, France 
boor-bon-ay /,bua(r)bo'ne1/ 
bourgeois characteristic of the middle 
class 
boor-zhwah /‘bua(r)3wa:/ 
bourgeoisie middle class 
boor-zhwah-zee / bua(r)3wa:'zi:/ 
Bourguiba, Habib ibn Ali Tunisian 
nationalist and statesman 
huh-beeb ib-uhn al-ee boor-gee-buh 
/ha,bi:b tban a,li: bua(r)'gi:ba/ 
bourrée French dance 
boor-ay /bue'ret/ 
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bourse French stock market 
boorss /bua(r)s/ 

Boursin trademark kind of French soft 
cheese 
boor-sa(ng) /bua(r)'sé/ 

Boutros-Ghali, Boutros Egyptian 
diplomat and politician 
boo-tross boo-tross gah-li /,bu:tros 
ibu:tros ‘ga:li/ 

Bouvet Island Norwegian island in the 
South Atlantic 
boo-vay /bu:'ve1/ 

bouzouki Greek musical instrument 
buuz-oo-ki /bu'zu:ki/ 

bovid mammal of the cattle family 
boh-vid /‘beuvid/ 

bovine relating to cattle 
boh-vyn /‘baovain/ 

bovine spongiform encephalopathy 
disease of cattle; ‘mad cow disease’ 
boh-vyn spun-ji-form 
en-kef-uh-lop-uh-thi /, baovain 
spand3ifo:(r)m ,enkefa'lopaéi/ 

Bow, Clara American actress 
boh /bau/ 

Bowen, Elizabeth Irish-born British 
novelist 
boh-uhn /‘bavan/ 

Bowery street and district in New York 
City 
bow-uh-ri /‘bavari/ 

bowhead Arctic whale 
boh-hed /'bauhed/ 

Bowie, David English singer 
boh-i /'bavi/ 

Bowie, Jim American frontiersman 
boo-i /‘bu:i/ 

bowie knife long type of knife 
boh-i /*bavi/ 


AM is boo-i. 


Bowles, Paul American writer and 
composer 
bohl: /baulz/ 

Bowness town, England 
boh-ness /bou'nes/ 

Bow Street location in London 
boh /bau/ 

Brabant former duchy, western Europe 
bruh-bant /bra'bant/ 

Brachiopoda phylum of marine 
invertebrates 


bourse | Bramah, Joseph 


brak-i-uh-poh-duh / brakia'pauda/ 
brachytherapy treatment of cancer 
brak-i-therr-uh-pi / braki‘Gerapi/ 
bradaw/l tool for boring holes 
brad-awil /‘brado:1/ 
Bradenham ham trademark dark 
sweet-cured ham 
brad-uhn-uhm /‘bradanam/ 
bradycardia abnormally slow heart 
action 
brad-i-kar-di-uh / bradi'ka:(r)dia/ 
brae steep bank or hillside 
bray /bret/ 
Braeburn dessert apple 
bray-burn /‘bretbe:(r)n/ 
Braga city, Portugal 
brah-guh /‘bra:ga/ 
Braganza city, Portugal 
bruh-gan-zuh /bra'ganza/ 
braggadocio boastful or arrogant 
behaviour 
brag-uh-doh-choh / brage'dautseu/ 
Brahe, Tycho Danish astronomer 
ty-koh brah-hi /,tarkae ‘bra:hi/, [,ty:ko 
‘bra:a] 
* Established anglicization. 
Brahma Hindu god 
brah-muh /'bra:ma/ 
Brahman member of the highest Hindu 
caste 
brah-muhn /'bra:man/ 
Brahmanism post-Vedic Indian religion 
brah-muh-niz-uhm /‘bra:ma,nizam/ 
Brahmaputra river, southern Asia 
brah-muh-poot-ruh / bra:ma'pu:tra/ 
Brahms, Johannes German composer 
yoh-han-uhss brahmz /jau,hanas 
‘bra:mz/, ['bra:ms] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Brahui Pakistani ethnic group 
bruh-hoo-i /bra‘hu:i/ 
Braila city, Romania 
bruh-ee-juh /bra‘i:la/ 
Braille, Louis French educationist 
lwee bry /,]wi: ‘bra1/ 
Braille written language for the blind 
bray] /brel/ 
Bramah, Joseph English inventor 
bram-uh /‘bramoa/ 


Bramante, Donato | Brignoles 


Bramante, Donato Italian architect 
don-ah-toh bram-an-tay /dv,na:tau 
bra'mante1/ 

Branagh, Kenneth English actor, 
producer, and director 
bran-uh /‘brano/ 

Brancusi, Constantin Romanian 
sculptor 
kon-stuhn-teen brank-oo-zi 
/,konstenti:n bran'ku:zi/, [konstan'tin 
bran'kufj] 

* Established anglicization. 

Brandenburg state, Germany 
bran-duhn-burg /‘brandan,ba:(r)g/, 
['branden,burk] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Brandt, Bill German-born British 
photographer 
brant /brant/ 

Brandt, Willy German statesman 
vil-i brant /,vili ‘brant/ 

Braque, Georges French painter 
zhorzh brak / 30:(r)3 'brak/ 

Brasilia capital of Brazil 
bruh-zil-i-uh /bra‘zilie/ 

Brasov city, Romania 
brash-ov /bra'fpv/ 

brassard band worn on the sleeve 
brass-ard /‘brasa:(r)d/ 

brassica plant 
brass-ik-uh /‘brasiko/ 

brassiere undergarment 
braz-i-air /‘brazie:(r)/ 

Bratislava capital of Slovakia 
brat-iss-lah-vuh /,brati'sla:va/, 
[‘bratiislava] 

* Established anglicization. 

bratwurst type of German pork sausage 
brat-vurst /‘bratva:(r)st/, [‘bra:tvurst] 

Braun electrical appliances company 
brawn /bro:n/ 

Braun, Eva German mistress of Adolf 
Hitler 
ay-vuh brown /,erva 'braon/ 

braw fine, good, or pleasing 
braw /bro:/ 

Brazil country 
bruh-zil /bra‘z1l/ 

Established anglicization. The Portuguese 
form is Brasil, pronounced braz-ee-oo 
Lbra‘ziw]. 
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Brazzaville capital of Congo 
braz-uh-vil /‘brazavil/ 

Brecht, Bertolt German dramatist 
and poet 
bair-tolt brekht / be:(r)toit 'brect/ 

Breda town, Netherlands 
bray-duh /‘brerda/ 

Bregenz city, Austria 
bray-gents /‘breigents/ 

Brel, Jacques Belgian singer and 
composer 
zhahk brel /,3a:k ‘brel/ 

Bremen state, Germany 
bray-muhn /‘brerman/ 

Brenner Pass Alpine pass 
bren-uhr /‘brena(r)/ 

bresaola Italian dish 
bress-ow-luh /bre'saula/ 

Brescia city, Italy 
bresh-uh /‘brefo/ 

Bresson, Robert French film director 
rob-air bress-o(ng) /rp,be:(r) bre's3/ 

Brest port, France 
brest /brest/ 

Bretagne French name for Brittany 
bruh-tan-yuh /bra'tanja/, [bratanj] 

Breton relating to Brittany 
bret-uhn /‘breten/ 

Breton, André French poet, essayist, 
and critic 
ah(ng)-dray bruh-to(ng) /a,dre1 
bra'td/ 

Brezhnev, Leonid Soviet statesman 
lay-uh-need brezh-nyef /leta,ni:d 
‘breznjef/ 

Brie cheese 
bree /bri:/ 

Briers, Richard English actor 
bry-uhrz /‘brata(r)z/ 

This British family name is variously 


pronounced breerz and bry-uhrz, 
depending on individual preference. 


brigand bandit 
brig-uhnd /‘brig(a)nd/ 
brigandine coat of mail 
brig-uhn-deen /brigendi:n/ 
brigantine two-masted sailing ship 
brig-uhn-teen /‘briganti:n/ 
Brignoles town, France 
breen-yol /bri:n'jol/ 
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Brindisi port, Italy 
brin-diz-i /‘brmdrzi/ 


brinjal Anglo-Indian name for aubergine 


brin-jawi /‘brind3o:1/ 

brio vivacity of style or performance 
bree-oh /‘bri:au/ 

brioche kind of bread 
bree-osh /bri:'pS/ 

Brisbane city, Australia 
briz-buhn /‘brizban/ 

brisé ballet jump 
bree-zay /bri:’ze1/ 

brisling sardine-like fish 
briss-ling /‘brisl/ 

Brno city, Czech Republic 
bur-noh /‘ba:(r)nau/, [‘brno] 
* Established anglicization. 

Brobdingnagian huge 
brob-ding-nag-i-uhn 
/ brpbdm'nagien/ 

Broca’s area part of the brain 
broh-kuhz /‘braukez/ 

broch Scottish prehistoric circular stone 
tower 
brokh /brox/ 

brochette barbecue or grill skewer 
brosh-et /brv'set/ 

brochure small book or magazine 
broh-shuhr /‘braofa(r)/ 


Less commonly also brosh-oor. 


Brocken mountain, Germany 
brok-uhn /'broken/ 
bromine chemical element 
broh-meen /‘braumi:n/ 
bromocriptine drug 
broh-moh-krip-teen 
/ brasmou'kripti:n/ 
bronchiectasis abnormal widening of 
the bronchi 
bronk-i-ek-tuh-siss /,bronki'ektasts/ 
bronchiole minute branches into which 
a bronchus divides 
bron-ki-ohl /‘brpykiaul/ 
bronchiolitis inflammation of the 
bronchioles 
bron-ki-uh-ly-tiss / bronkie'lartis/ 
bronchoscopy method of investigating 
the bronchial tubes 
bron-kosk-uh-pi /bron'kpskapi/ 
Bronté family of English authors 
bron-ti /‘bronti/ 


Bronx borough in New York City 
bronks /bronks/ 


Bronzino, Agnolo Italian painter 
an-yoh-loh brond-zee-noh /,anjavlau 
bron‘dzi:nau/ 


Bros brothers 
bross /brps/ 


brose kind of porridge 
brohz /brauz/ 


brougham horse-drawn carriage 
broo-uhm /'‘bru:em/ 


Brougham British family name 
broo-uhm, bruum, broh-uhm, brohm 
/bru:am/, /brum/, /’-bravem/, /brasm/ 


Brouwer, Adriaen Flemish painter 
ah-dri-ahn brow-uhr /,a:dria:n 
‘brava(r)/ 


Brown, Mather American painter 
math-uhr /'madéa(r)/ 


Brubeck, Dave American jazz pianist 
and composer 
broo-bek /‘bru:bek/ 


brucellosis bacterial disease 
broo-suh-loh-siss / bru:so'leusis/ 


Bruckner, Anton Austrian composer 
and organist 
an-tohn bruuk-nuhr /,antaun 
‘bruokna(r)/ 


Bruegel (also Brueghel) Flemish family 
of artists 
broy-guhl /‘brargal/, ['bra:xal] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Bruges city, Belgium 
broozh /bru:3/ 
This is the French form. The Flemish name 


is Brugge, pronounced bruekh-uh 
['bryxe]. 


Brummell, George Bryan English 
dandy 
brum-uhll /‘bramal/ 


Brundtland, Gro Harlem Norwegian 
stateswoman 
groo har-luhm bruunt-lan /gru: 
sha:(r)lem ‘bruntlan/ 

Brunei sultanate 
broo-ny /bru:'nar/ 

Brunel, Isambard Kingdom English 
engineer 
iz-uhm-bard bruun-el /,1zamba:(r)d 
bro'nel/ 


Brunhild | bupropion 


Brunhild German mythological name 
broon-hilt /‘bru:nhilt/ 

bruschetta toasted Italian bread 
bruusk-et-uh /bru'sketa/ 

Brussels capital of Belgium 
bruss-uhlz /'brasalz/ 


Established anglicization. The Flemish 
name is Brussel, pronounced bruess-uhl 
['brysal], and the French name is 
Bruxelles, pronounced brue-sel [brysel ]. 


Bryansk city, Russia 
bri-ansk /bri'ansk/ 
Bual variety of wine grape 
boo-al /‘bu:al/ 
Bublé, Michael Canadian singer 
my-kuhi boob-lay /,markal ‘bu:ble1/ 
bucatini small hollow tubes of pasta 
buuk-uh-tee-ni /,boka'tini/ 
buccaneer pirate 
buk-uh-neer / baka'nia(r)/ 
Bucephalus favourite horse of 
Alexander the Great 
byoo-sef-uh-luhss /bju:'sefalos/ 
Buchan, John Scottish novelist 
bukh-uhn /'baxan/ 
Buchanan, James American statesman 
byoo-kan-uhn /bju:kanen/ 
Bucharest capital of Romania 
boo-kuh-rest / bu:ke'rest/ 


Established anglicization, sometimes also 
boo-kuh-rest. The Romanian name is 
Bucuresti, pronounced boo-koo-resh-ti 
Cbuku'reSti]. 


Buchenwald Nazi concentration camp 
bookh-uhn-valt /‘bu:xenvalt/ 

Budapest capital of Hungary 
byoo-duh-pest /bju:da'pest/, 
C‘budypest] 


Established anglicization, sometimes also 
boo-duh-pest. 


Buddha founder of Buddhism 
buud-uh /‘buda/ 

Buddhism religion 
buud-diz-uhm /'budizem/ 

Buenaventura port, Colombia 
bway-nuh-ven-toor-uh 
/ bweinaven'tuara/ 

Buenos Aires capital of Argentina 
bway-noss y-reez /,bweinas ‘arri:z/, 
Spanish /,bwenos ‘ajres/ 
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* Established anglicization. 


Buerk, Michael BBC journalist 
burk /ba:(r)k/ 

buffet meal consisting of several dishes 
buuf-ay /‘bufer/ 


Commonly also buf-ay. 


buffet strike 
buf-it /‘bafit/ 

Buganda former kingdom of East Africa 
boo-gan-duh /bu:'gande/ 

Bujumbura capital of Burundi 
buuj-uum-boor-uh / bud3um'buara/ 

Bulawayo city, Zimbabwe 
boo-luh-way-oh /,bu:la'we1au/ 

bulgar cereal food made from whole 
wheat 
bul-guhr /‘balga(r)/ 

Bulgari Italian jewellery and perfume 
house 
buul-guh-ri /‘bulgari/ 

bulimia nervosa eating disorder 
buul-im-i-uh nur-voh-suh /bu,lmmia 
ne:(r)'vause/ 

Bulsara, Farookh real name of Freddie 
Mercury 
fuh-rook buul-sar-uh /fa,ru:k 
bul'sa:ra/ 


Bundesbank central bank of Germany 
buun-duhss-bank /'bundas, bank/ 
Bundesrat German upper house of 
Parliament 
buun-duhss-raht /‘bondas,ra:t/ 
Bundestag German lower house of 
Parliament 
buun-duhss-tahk /‘bundas,ta:k/ 
Bunsen, Robert German chemist 
roh-bairt buun-zuhn /,raube:(r)t 
‘bunzen/ 


The Bunsen burner is pronounced 
bun-suhn. 


Bunyan, John English writer 
bun-yuhn /‘banjan/ 

bunyip mythical amphibious monster 
bun-yip /‘banjip/ 

BUPA British United Provident 
Association 
boo-puh /'bu:pa/ 

bupropion trademark antidepressant drug 
byoo-proh-pi-uhn /bju:'‘praupian/ 
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Burbank city, California 
bur-bank /‘ba:(r)bank/ 
Burberry trademark English fashion labe) 
bur-buh-ri /‘ba:(r)bari/ 
burfi Indian sweet 
bur-fi /‘ba:(r)fi/ 
Burgas port, Bulgaria 
boor-gass /bua(r)'gas/ 
Burgenland state, Austria 
boor-guhn-lant /‘bua(r)gen,lant/ 
Burghley, William Cecil English 
statesman 
bur-li /‘ba:(r)li/ 
Burgos town, Spain 
boor-goss /‘bua(r)gns/ 
Burgoyne, John English general and 
dramatist 
bur-goyn /ba:(r)'gomn/ 
burka Muslim garment 
bur-kuh /'ba:(r)ko/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Burkina Faso country 
bur-kee-nuh fass-oh /ba:(r),ki:ne 
‘fasau/ 


Established anglicization; a more native 
pronunciation would be boor-kee-nuh. 


Burma country 
bur-muh /‘ba:(r)ma/ 
Burnett, Frances Hodgson 
British-born American novelist 
bur-net /ba:(r)'net/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced bur-net and bur-nuht, 
depending on individual preference. 


Burrell, Paul ex-butler of Princess 
Diana 
burr-uhl /‘baral/ 
burrito Mexican dish 
buh-ree-toh /ba'ri:tau/ 
Bursa city, Turkey 
boor-suh /‘bua(r)sa/ 
Burundi country 
buu-ruun-di /bu'rundi/ 
Buryatia autonomous republic, Russia 
boor-yah-ti-uh /,bua(r)'ja:tia/ 
Buscemi, Steve American actor 
buush-em-i /bu'femi/ 
bushel measure of capacity 
buush-uhl /‘bufal/ 


Burbank | Byzantium 


bushido Japanese samurai code of 
honour 
boosh-id-oh /‘bu:Sideu/ 

Bushnell, Candace American author 
kan-diss buush-nel / kandis buS'nel/ 

Busoni, Ferruccio Italian composer, 
conductor, and pianist 
fuh-roo-choh boo-zoh-ni /fe,ru:tfau 
bu:'zauni/ 


Bussell, Darcey English ballet dancer 
buss-uhl /‘basal/ 

butane flammable hydrocarbon gas 
byoo-tayn /‘bju:tem/ 

butanol isomeric liquid alcohols used 
as solvents 
byoo-tuh-nol /‘bju:tanvl/ 

Buteyko denoting a technique of 
controlled breathing 
boo-tay-koh /bu:'terkau/ 


Buthelezi, Mangosuthu (Gatsha) 
South African politician 
mang-goh-soo-too boo-tuh-lay-zi 
(gatch-uh) /man,gausu:tu: bu:te'lerzi 
(gatfa)/ 

Buxtehude, Dietrich Danish organist 
and composer 
deet-rikh buuk-stuh-hoo-duh / di:tri¢ 
‘bukstahu:de/ 

Byblos ancient Mediterranean seaport 
bib-loss /'brblos/ 

Bydgoszcz city, Poland 
bid-goshtch /‘bidgpJtJ/ 

Byelorussia former name for Belarus; 
also called Belorussia 
byel-uh-rush-uh /bjela'rafa/ 

byssinosis lung disease 
biss-in-oh-siss / bis1'nausis/ 

byte group of binary digits or bits 
byt /bart/ 

Bytom city, Poland 
bit-uhm /‘bitam/ 

Byzantine relating to Byzantium 
biz-an-tyn /br'zantain/ 


Sometimes also by-zan-tyn. 


Byzantium ancient Greek city 
biz-ant-i-uhm /bi'zantiam/ 
Sometimes also by-zan-ti-uhm. 


C3PO character from the Star Wars films 
see-three-pee-oh /si:‘6ri:pi:ou/ 

Caaba see Kaaba 

Caan, James American actor 
kahn /ka:n/ 

cabal secret faction 
kuh-bal /ka'bal/ 

cabaletta simple aria 
kab-uh-let-uh / kabo'leta/ 

Caballé, Montserrat Spanish soprano 
mont-serr-at kab-al-yay /montse,rat 
kaba'lje/ 

caballero Spanish gentleman 
kab-al-yair-oh / kaba'lje:rau/ 

cabaret entertainment held in a 
nightclub 
kab-uh-ray /‘kaboret/ 

Commonly also kab-uh-ray. 


Cabbatla (also Kabbalah) mystic Hebrew 


interpretation of the Old Testament 
kuh-bah-luh /ko'ba:la/ 


Less commonly also kab-uh-luh. 


cabbalistic relating to Cabbala 
kab-uh-list-ik /kaba'listik/ 

Cabernet Sauvignon black wine grape 
kab-uhr-nay soh-veen-yo(ng) 
/ kaba(r)net sauvirn'j3/ 

Cabinda autonomous district of Angola 
kuh-bin-duh /ka'binda/ 

caboclo American Indian ethnic group 
kuh-bohk-loh /ke'bauklau/ 

Caborn, Richard English politician 
kay-born /'keibo:(r)n/ 

Cabo Roig resort, Spain 
kab-oh royg /,kabao ‘ro1g/ 

Cabot, John Italian navigator 
kab-uht /‘kabat/ 

cabriole ballet jump 
kab-ri-ohl /‘kabriaul/ 

cabriolet car with a roof that folds down 
kab-ri-uh-lay /’kabriale1/ 

cacao bean-like seeds 
kuh-kah-oh /ka'ka:au/ 
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Caceres province and city, Spain 
kath-err-ayss /‘kaQerers/ 
cachaca Brazilian rum 
kuh-shah-kuh /ka'fa:ka/ 
cachexia weakness and wasting 
of the body 
kuh-kek-si-uh /ka'keksia/ 
cachucha Spanish dance 
katch-oo-chuh /ka'tSu:tfa/ 
Caddoan group of American Indian 
ethnic groups 
kad-oh-uhn /‘kadeven/ 
Cadiz city, Spain 
kuh-diz /ke'diz/ 
Established anglicization, The Spanish form 
is Cadiz, pronounced kath-eeth. 


Cadmean relating to Cadmus 
kad-mee-uhn /kad'‘mi:an/ 

cadmium chemical element 
kad-mi-uhm /‘kadmiam/ 

Cadmus Greek mythological character 
kad-muhss /'kadmas/ 

Caedmon Anglo-Saxon monk and poet 
kad-muhn /‘kadman/ 

Caelian Hill one of the seven hills of 
Rome 
see-li-uhn /'si:lian/ 

Caelum constellation 
see-luhm /'si:lam/ 

Caen city, France 
kah(ng) /ka/ 


Less commonly also anglicized to kahn. 


Caerdydd Welsh name for Cardiff 
kyr-deeth /kair'di:d/ 
Caernarfon (also Caernarvon) town, 
Wales 
kuhr-nar-vuhn /ka(r)'na:(r)van/, 
{katr'narvon] 
* Established anglicization. 
Caerphilly mild white cheese 
kuhr-fil-i /ko(r)‘frli/ 
Caesar title of Roman emperors 
see-zuhr /‘si:za(r)/ 
© See LATIN panel. 
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Caesarea ancient port, Israel 
see-zuh-ree-uh / si:za'ri:a/ 

Caesarean section delivery of a child 
by cutting through the walls of the 
abdomen 
siz-air-i-uhn /sr'ze:rion/ 

caesium chemical element 
see-zi-uhm /‘si:ziam/ 

cafe (also café) small restaurant 
kaf-ay /‘kafer/ 


Commonly also kaf-ay. 


cafetiére coffee pot 
kaf-uh-tyair / kafa'tje:(r)/ 
caffé latte drink 
kaf-ay lat-ay /kafer ‘later/ 


The pronunciation lah-tay is widespread, 
especially in AM, but deprecated because it 
is felt to be less like the Italian. 


caffé macchiato drink 
kaf-ay mak-i-ah-toh / kafer 
maki'a:tau/ 
CAFOD CAtholic Fund for Overseas 
Development 
kaf-od /'kafod/ 
Cagayan Islands group of islands, 
Philippines 
kag-uh-yahn /,kaga‘ja:n/ 
Cagliari capital of Sardinia 
kal-yuh-ri /‘kaljeri/ 
cagoule waterproof jacket 
kuh-gool /ka'gu:1/ 
cahoots secret partnership 
kuh-hoots /ke’hu:ts/ 
Cahora Bassa lake, Mozambique 
kuh-haw-ruh bass-uh /ko,ho:re ‘basa/ 
Caicos see Turks and Caicos Islands 
caipirinha Brazilian cocktail 
ky-pirr-in-yuh /,karpr'rinja/ 
Cairns town, Australia 
kairnz /ke:(r)nz/ 
Cairo capital of Egypt 
ky-roh /‘katravu/ 


Established anglicization. The Arabic name 
is E] Qahira, pronounced uhl kah-hi-ruh 
(al 'qa:hira:]. 


Cairo city, US 
kair-oh /‘ke:rau/ 

Caithness former county, Scotland 
kayth-nuhss /’ke16nes/ 

Cajun native of Louisiana, of 
Acadian-French descent 


Caesarea | Callanetics 


kay-juhn /‘kerdzan/ 
Calabar port, Nigeria 
kal-uh-bar /kala'‘ba:(r)/ 
Calabria region, Italy 
kuh-lab-ri-uh /ko'labria/ 
Calais port, France 
kal-ay /‘kalet/, [kale] 
* Established anglicization. 
calamari squid 
kal-uh-mar-i /,kale'ma:ri/ 
calciferol D vitamin 
kal-sif-uh-rol /kal’sifervl/ 
calculus pl. calculi branch of 
mathematics 
kal-kyuul-uhss, pl. kal-kyuul-y 
/‘kalkjolas/, pl. /-la1/ 
See LATIN panel. 
Calcutta former name for Kolkata 
kal-kut-uh /kal'kato/ 
Caldecott, Randolph English artist 
kawl-dik-ot /‘ko:ldrkot/ 
Calder, Alexander American sculptor 
kawl-duhr /‘ko:lda(r)/ 
Calder6én de la Barca, Pedro Spanish 
dramatist 
ped-roh kal-derr-on day lah bar-kuh 
/,pedrau kalde,ron det la: 'ba:(r)ka/ 
Caldwell, Erskine American novelist 
ur-skin kawld-wel /,a:(r)skm 
‘ko:ldwel/ 
Caledonian relating to Scotland 
kal-uh-doh-ni-uhn / kala'deunien/ 
calends first day of the month in the 
ancient Roman calendar 
kal-endz /‘kalendz/ 
Calgary city, Canada 
kal-guh-ri /‘kalgari/ 
Cali city, Colombia 
kah-li /‘ka:li/ 
Calicut port, India 
kal-ik-ut /'kaltkat/ 
californium chemical element 
kal-if-or-ni-uhm / kalr'fo:(r)niam/ 
Caligula Roman emperor 
kuh-lig-yuul-uh /ke'ligjole/ 
caliph chief Muslim civil and religious 
ruler 
kay-lif /kerlif/ 
Commonly also kal-if or kuh-leef. 


Callanetics trademark system of physical 
exercises 
kal-uh-net-iks / kala‘netiks/ 


Callao | CAMRA 


Callao port, Peru 
kal-yah-oh /ka‘lja:au/ 

Callas, Maria American-born operatic 
soprano 
muh-ree-uh kal-ass /ma,ri:o ‘kalas/ 

Callicrates Greck architect 
kuh-lik-ruh-teez /ka'likrati:z/ 

Callimachus Greek poet and scholar 
kuh-lim-uh-kuhss /ke'limekes/ 

Calliope Greek mythological character 
kuh-ly-uh-pi /ke'larepi/ 

Callisto Greek mythological character 
kuh-list-oh /ka'listau/ 

calmative having a sedative effect 
kahm-ub-tiv /‘ka:mativ/ 


Sometimes also kal-muh-tiv. 


Calor gas trademark liquefied butane 
kal-uhr /‘kalo(r)/ 

calorimeter apparatus for measuring 
the amount of heat 
kal-uh-rim-uh-tuhr /,kalo'rimata(r)/ 

caltrop spiked metal ball 
kal-truhp /‘kaltrap/ 

calumet peace pipe 
kal-yuum-et /‘kaljumet/ 

Calvados region, France; also brandy 
made there 
kal-vuh-doss /‘kalvados/ 

Calvary hill on which Christ was 
crucified 
kal-vub-ri /‘kalvari/ 

Calvino, Italo Italian writer 
ee-tal-oh kal-vee-noh /,i:talau 
kal'vi:nau/ 

Calypso Greek mythological character 
kuh-lip-soh /ka'lipsau/ 

calypso West Indian music 
kuh-lip-soh /ka'lipsau/ 

calzone folded pizza 
kal-tsoh-nay /kal'tsaunet/ 

Camargue region, France 
kam-arg /ka'ma:(r)g/ 

Cambay, Gulf of inlet of the Arabian 
Sea, India 
kam-bay /kam'be1/ 

Cambodia country 
kam-boh-di-uh /kam‘baudia/ 

cambozola (also cambazola) trademark 
German blue soft cheese 
kam-buh-zoh-luh / kamba‘zaula/ 

Cambrian relating to Wales 
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kam-bri-uhn /‘kambrian/ 
Cambyses king of Persia 
kam-by-seez /kam'baisi:z/ 
camelopard giraffe 
kam-uhl-uh-pard /‘kamalepa:(r)d/ 
Sometimes also kuh-mel-uh-pard. 


Camelopardalis constellation 
kuh-mel-oh-par-duh-liss 
/ka,melau'pa:(r)dalis/ 

Camelot place where King Arthur held 
his court 
kam-uh-lot /‘kamalnt/ 

Camembert soft, creamy cheese 
kam-uhm-bair /‘kamambe:(r)/ 

Cameroon country 
kam-uh-roon /,kama'ru:n/ 

camisole undergarment 
kam-iss-ohl /*kamiseul/ 

CamGes, Luis de (also Camoéns) 
Portuguese poet 
{uu-eesh duh kuh-moy(ng)sh /lu,i:f 
da ka'mirJ/ 

camogie Irish game 
kam-oh-gi /‘kamougi/ 

Campania region, Italy 
kam-pahn-yuh /kam'pa:nja/ 

Campari trademark aperitif 
kam-par-i /kam'pa:ri/ 

Campeche state, Mexico 
kam-petch-ay /kam'petSe1/ 

Campbell, Menzies Scottish politician 
ming-iss /‘mits/ 

Campbell, Naomi English model 
nay-oh-mi /‘neraumi/ 

Campbell, Neve American actress 
nev /nev/ 

Campinas city, Brazil 
kuhm-pee-nass /kem'pi:nas/ 

Campion, Jane New Zealand film 
director 
kamp-i-uhn /’kampian/ 

Campobasso city, Italy 
kam-poh-bass-oh /,kampau'basau/ 

Campo Grande city, Brazil 
kam-poo gran-di /,kampu: 'grandi/ 

campylobacter bacterium 
kam-pil-oh-bak-tuhr 
/‘kampileo bakta(r)/ 

CAMRA CAMpaign for Real Ale 
kam-ruh /‘kamro/ 
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Camulodunum Roman name for 
Colchester 
kam-yuul-uh-dyoo-nuhm 
/ kamjule'dju:nem/ 

Camus, Albert French novelist 
al-bair kam-ue /al,be:(r) ka'my/ 

Cana ancient town in Galilee 
kay-nuh /‘kerna/ 

Canaan biblical place name 
kay-nuhn /‘keman/ 

Canadien French Canadian 
kan-ad-ya(ng) / kana‘djé/ 

Canaletto Italian painter 
kan-uh-let-oh /,kana'‘letau/ 

canapé small piece of bread or pastry 
with a savoury topping 
kan-uh-pay /‘kanape1/ 

canasta card game 
kuh-nast-uh /ka‘naste/ 

Canaveral, Cape cape in Florida, US 
kuh-nav-ruhl /ke'navral/ 

Canberra capital of Australia 
kan-buh-ruh /‘kanbara/ 

Canciin resort, Mexico 
kank-oon /kan’ku:n/ 

Candanchii resort, Spain 
kan-dan-choo /kandan'tSu:/ 

candela SI unit of luminous intensity 
kan-dee-luh /kan‘di:la/ 

Commonly also kan-del-uh. 


candelabrum pl. candelabra candlestick 
kan-duh-lah-bruhm, pl. 
kan-duh-lah-bruh /,kanda'la:bram/, pl. 
/-bra/ 

candida parasitic fungus 
kan-did-uh /‘kandida/ 

Candide novel by Voltaire 
kah(ng)-deed /ka'di:d/ 

candidiasis infection with candida 
kan-did-y-uh-siss /,kandi‘datesis/ 

Candlemas Christian festival 
kan-duhl-mass /‘kandalmas/ 

candombleé Brazilian sect 
kan-dom-blay /,kandom'blet/ 

CANDU nuclear reactor 
kan-doo /‘kandu:/ 

Canes Venatici constellation 
kay-neez vuh-nat-iss-y /,kemi:z 
va'natisal/ 

Canetti, Elias Bulgarian-born British 
writer 


Camulodunum | canticle 


ay-lee-ass kuh-net-i /e1,li:as ke‘neti/ 
canine relating to dogs 
kay-nyn /‘kemamn/ 
Canis Major constellation 
kay-niss may-juhr /,keints 'merd3a(r)/ 
Canis Minor constellation 
kay-niss my-nuhr /,kemis '‘maina(r)/ 
cannabis indica hemp 
kan-uh-biss in-dik-uh /,kanabis 
‘mdike/ 
cannellini bean 
kan-uh-lee-ni /,kana'li:ni/ 
cannelloni roils of pasta 
kan-uh-loh-ni /,kana'laoni/ 
Cannes resort, France 
kan /kan/ 
cannoli dessert 
kan-oh-li /ka’naoli/ 
canola oilseed rape 
kuh-noh-luh /ke'navla/ 
Canopic jar ancient Egyptian urn 
kuh-noh-pik /ka'nauprk/ 
Canopus star 
kuh-noh-puhss /ka'naupas/ 
Canova, Antonio Italian sculptor 
an-tohn-yoh kan-oh-vuh /an,taunjao 
ka'‘nauva/ 
Cantab of Cambridge University 
kan-tab /‘kantab/ 
cantabile musical term 
kan-tah-bil-ay /kan'ta:bile1/ 
Cantabria autonomous region, Spain 
kan-tab-ri-uh /kan‘tabria/ 
Cantabrigian relating to Cambridge 
kant-uh-brij-i-uhn /,kanta'bridsien/ 
Cantal department, France 
kah(ng)-tal /ka'tal/ 
The cheese made there is sometimes 
anglicized further, to kan-tahl. 


cantaloupe melon 
kan-tuh-loop /‘kantalu:p/ 

cantata piece of music 
kan-tah-tuh /kan'ta:ta/ 

Canteloube, Joseph French composer 
zhoh-zef kah(ng)-tuh-loob /3au,zef 
kata'lu:b/ 

canthus pl. canthi corner of the eye 
kan-thuhss, pl. kan-thy /‘kanéas/, pl. 
{-Oaij 

canticle hymn or chant 
kan-tik-uhl /’kantrkel/ 


cantina | carburettor 


cantina bar 
kan-tee-nuh /kan'ti:na/ 
canto section of a poem 
kan-toh /‘kantau/ 
Cantona, Eric French footballer 
err-eek kan-ton-ah /e,ri:k kantv‘na:/ 
Cantor, Georg Russian-born German 
mathematician 
gay-ork kan-tor /,gero:(r)k ‘kanta:(r)/ 
Canute (also Cnut or Knut) Danish king 
of England 
kuh-nyoot /ka'nju:t/ 


The Danish pronunciation of the name 
Knut is knood. 


canzone pl. canzoni Italian or Provencal 
song 
kant-soh-nay, pl. kant-soh-ni 
/Kan'tsaunet/, pl. /-ni/ 
Capablanca, José Raul Cuban chess 
player 
khoss-ay rah-ool kap-ab-lank-uh 
/xv,set ra:,u:] kapa'blanka/ 
Capek, Karel Czech novelist 
karr-el chap-ek /,karel ‘tfapek/ 
Capella star 
kuh-pel-uh /ko'pelo/ 
capellini pasta 
kap-uh-lee-ni /,kapa'li:ni/ 
Cape Verde Islands country 
kayp vurd /,kerp ‘va:(r)d/ 


Established anglicization. The Portuguese 
name is Ilhas do Cabo Verde, pronounced 
eel-yuhsh doo kab-oo vair-di. 


capillary fine branching blood vessels 


kuh-pil-uh-ri /ka'pileri/ 

Capitoline Hill one of the seven hills 
of Rome 
kuh-pit-uh-lyn /ke'pitalam/ 

capoeira Brazilian dance 
kap-uu-ay-ruh / kapu'erra/ 

caponata Italian dish 
kap-oh-nah-tuh / kapau'na:ta/ 

Capone, Al American gangster 
kuh-pohn /ke'paun/ 

Capote, Truman American writer 
troo-muhn kuh-pobh-ti /,tru:men 
ka'pauti/ 

Cappadocia ancient region of Asia 
Minor 
kap-uh-doh-shuh / kapa'dausa/ 

cappelletti pasta dish 
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kap-uh-let-i /,kapa'leti/ 
cappuccino type of coffee 
kap-oo-chee-noh / kapu'tfi:nau/ 
Capra, Frank Italian-born American 
film director 
kap-ruh /‘kapra/ 
Capri island, Italy 
kuh-pree /ka'pri:/, ['ka:pri] 
* Established anglicization. 
Capriati, Jennifer American tennis 
player 
kap-ri-ah-ti /kapri‘a:ti/ 
Capricornus constellation 
kap-rik-or-nuhss /,kaprr'ko:(r)nas/ 
capri pants trousers 
kuh-pree /ka'pri:/ 
Caprivi Strip narrow strip, Namibia 
kuh-pree-vi /ka'pri:vi/ 
captious finding fault 
kap-shuhss /‘kapfas/ 
capybara South American mammal 
kap-ib-ar-uh /,kapr'ba:ra/ 
Caracalla Roman emperor 
karr-uh-kal-uh / kara‘kale/ 
Caracas capital of Venezuela 
kuh-rak-uhss /ke'rakes/ 
Carajas region, Brazil 
karr-azh-ass /,kara'3as/ 
carambola fruit 
karr-uhm-boh-luh /,karam'bavla/ 
Caractacus British chieftain 
kuh-rak-tuh-kuhss /ke'raktakes/ 
Caravaggio, Michelangelo Merisi 
da Italian painter 
meek-uh-lan-juh-loh merr-ee-zi dah 
karr-uh-vaj-oh /mi:ka,landgzalau 
me,ri:zi da: kara'vad3au/ 
carbine automatic rifle 
kar-byn /‘ka:(r)bain/ 
carbonado diamond 
kar-buh-nay-doh / ka:(r)ba'nerdau/ 
carbonara pasta sauce 
kar-buh-nar-uh /,ka:(r)ba'na:ra/ 
Carboniferous geological era 
kar-buh-nif-uh-ruhss 
/,ka:(r)ba'nifares/ 
carbuncle abscess 
kar-bunk-uhl /‘ka:(7)bankel/ 
carburettor engine device 
kar-buh-ret-uhr /ka:(r)be'reta(r)/ 
AM is kar-buh-ray-tuhr. 


63 Carcassonne | Carothers, Wallace Hume 


Carcassonne city, France 
kar-kuh-son /ka:(r)ka'son/ 
Carchemish ancient city on the upper 
Euphrates 
kar-kuh-mish /‘ka:(r)kam1J/ 
carcinogenic causing cancer 
kar-sin-uh-jen-ik /,ka:(r)sma‘d3jentk/ 
carcinoma pl. carcinomata type of 
cancer 
kar-sin-oh-muh, pl. 
kar-sin-oh-muh-tuh / ka:(r)si'nauma/, 
pl. /-mata/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
cardamom (also cardamum) spice 
kar-duh-muhm /‘ka:(r)damam/ 
Cardin, Pierre French couturier 
pyair kar-da(ng) / pje:(r) ka:(r)'dé/ 
cardiomegaly enlargement of the heart 
kar-di-oh-meg-uh-li 
/ka:(r)diau'megali/ 
Carentan city, France 
karr-ah(ng)-tah(ng) /kara'ta/ 


The Second World War battle here is 
sometimes pronounced in a more anglicized 
manner, as karr-uhn-tan. 


caret mark placed in writing (4, A) 
karr-uht /'karat/ 

Carey, Mariah American singer 
muh-ry-uh kair-i /ma,rata 'ke:ri/ 

Caria ancient region of Asia Minor 
kair-i-uh /'ke:rio/ 

Carib South American ethnic group 
karr-ib /‘karib/ 

Cariban South American language 
family 
karr-ib-uhn /‘karrben/ 

Caribbean region 
karr-ib-ee-uhn / karr'bi:an/ 


Less commonly also kuh-rib-i-uhn. 


caribou reindeer 
karr-ib-oo /‘karibu:/ 

CARICOM Caribbean Community and 
Common Market 
karr-ik-om /‘karikom/ 

Carina constellation 
kuh-ryn-uh /ke'raina/ 

Carinthia state, Austria 
kuh-rinth-i-uh /ka'rm6ia/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Kirnten, pronounced kairn-tuhn. 


carioca native of Rio de Janeiro 
karr-i-oh-kuh / kari‘auke/ 

caritas Christian love of humankind 
karr-it-ahss /‘karita:s/ 

Carlisle city, England 
kar-lyl /ka:(r)'latl/ 


The local pronunciation is kar-lyl. 


Carlow county, Republic of Ireland 
kar-loh /‘kax(r)lou/ 

Carlyle, Thomas Scottish historian and 
political philosopher 
kar-lyl /ka:(r)'lail/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced kar-lyl and kar-lyl, depending 
on individual preference. 


Carmarthen town, Wales 
kuh-mar-thuhn /ka'ma:(r)dan/ 
Carmel, Mount group of mountains, 
Israel 
kar-muhl /‘ka:(z)mel/ 
Carmen opera by Bizet 
kar-men /‘ka:(r)men/ 
carmine crimson colour 
kar-myn /‘ka:(r)main/ 
Carnap, Rudolf German-born 
American philosopher 
roo-dolf kar-nap /,ru:dolf 'ka:(r)nap/ 
Carné, Marcel French film director 
mar-sel kar-nay /ma:(r),sél ka:(r)'net/ 
Carnegie, Andrew Scottish-born 
American industrialist 
kar-nay-gi /ka:(r)'neigi/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced kar-neg-i, kar-nay-gi, 
kar-nee-gi, and kar-nuh-gi, depending on 
individual preference. Carnegie Hall in New 
York is kar-nuh-gi. 


carnet book of tickets 
kar-nay /‘ka:(r)ner/ 
Carnivora order of mammals 
kar-niv-uh-ruh /ka:(r)'nivara/ 
carob trea 
karr-uhb /‘karab/ 
Caroline relating to the reigns of 
Charles I and II 
karr-uh-lyn /’karalain/ 
carotene orange or red plant pigment 
karr-uh-teen /‘karati:n/ 
Carothers, Wallace Hume American 
industrial chemist 
kuh-ruth-uhrz /ka'rada(r)z/ 


Carpaccio, Vittore | Castalia 


Carpaccio, Vittore Italian painter 
vit-aw-ray kar-patch-oh /v1,to:rer 
ka:(r)'patfau/ 

carpaccio Italian hors d’oeuvre 
kar-patch-oh /ka:(r)'patfau/ 

Carpathian Mountains mountain 
system, Europe 
kar-pay-thi-uhn /ka:(r)'per8ian/ 

carpe diem ‘seize the day’ (Latin) 
kar-pay dee-em / ka:(r)per ‘di:em/ 

Carpentaria, Gulf of bay, Australia 
kar-puhn-tair-i-uh /,ka:(r)pan'te:ria/ 

Carracci family of Italian painters 
karr-atch-i /ka‘ratfi/ 

carrageen (also carragheen) edible 
seaweed 
karr-uh-geen /‘karagi:n/ 

Carrara town, Italy 
kuh-rar-uh /ka'ra:ra/ 

Carradine, David American actor 
karr-uh-deen /‘karadi:n/ 

Carreras, José Spanish tenor 
khoss-ay karr-air-ass /xv,ser ka're:ras/ 

Carrey, Jim American actor 
kair-i /‘ke:ri/ 

Cartagena port, Spain 
kar-takh-ay-nuh /,ka:(r)ta‘xemno/ 


A more anglicized form, kart-uh-jee-nuh, is 


less common now. 


carte blanche complete freedom 
kart blahnsh /,ka:(r)t ‘bla:nS/ 

Cartesian relating to Descartes 
kar-tee-zi-uhn /ka:'ti:zian/ 

Carthage ancient city, North Africa 
kar-thij /'ka:(r)61d3/ 

Cartier, Jacques French explorer 
zhahk kart-yay /,3a:k ka:(r)'tje1/ 

Cartier French jeweller and watchmaker 
kart-i-ay /‘ka:(r)tie1/, [kartje] 

* Established anglicization. 

Caruso, Enrico Italian tenor 
en-ree-koh kuh-roo-zoh /en,ri:keu 
ka'ru:zau/ 

Carvalho, Joao de Sousa Portuguese 
composer 
zhuu-ow(ng) duh soh-zuh 
kuhr-val-yoo /3u,4u da ,seuze 
ka(r)'valju:/ 

Carys Welsh girl's name 
karr-iss /‘karis/ 

Casablanca city, Morocco 
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kass-uh-blank-uh / kaso'blanka/ 
Casals, Pablo Spanish composer 
pab-loh kuh-zalss / pablau ke'zals/ 
Casanova, Giovanni Italian adventurer 
juh-vah-ni kass-uh-noh-vuh /ja,va:ni 
ikasa'nauve/ 
cascabel red chilli pepper 
kask-uh-bel /‘kaskabel/ 
caseation condition characteristic of 
tuberculosis 
kay-si-ay-shuhn / Keisi'erfan/ 
casein protein present in milk 
kay-seen /‘keisi:n/ 
cashew nut 
kash-oo /‘kafu:/ 
Commonly also kuh-shoo. 


cashmere fine wool; also shawl made 
from it 
kash-meer /‘kaSmia(r)/ 

Caspar one of the three Magi 
kasp-uhr /"kaspa(r)/ 

Caspian Sea salt lake, central Asia 
kasp-i-uhn /‘kaspian/ 

Cassandra Greek mythological character 
kuh-san-druh /ka'sandra/ 


Commonly also kuh-sahn-druh. 


cassata ice cream 
kuh-sah-tuh /ka'sa:ta/ 
Cassatt, Mary American painter 
kuh-sat /ka’sat/ 
Cassavetes, John American actor 
kass-uh-vee-teez /kasa'vi:ti:z/ 
cassia tree 
kass-i-uh /‘kasia/ 
Cassini, Giovanni Italian-born French 
astronomer 
juh-vah-ni kass-ee-ni /d3a,va:ni 
ka'si:ni/ 
Cassiopeia Greek mythological 
character 
kass-i-oh-pee-uh / kasiau'pi:a/ 
cassis blackcurrant liqueur 
kass-eess /ka'si:s/ 
Cassis region, France 
kass-ee /ka'si:/ 
Cassius, Gaius Roman general 
gy-uhss kass-i-uhss /,gatas 'kasias/ 
cassoulet French stew 
kass-oo-lay /kasu'le1/ 
Castalia Greek mythological place name 
kast-ay-li-uh /ka‘sterlia/ 


65 Castel Gandolfo | Catskill Mountains 


Castel Gandolfo summer residence of 
the Pope 
kast-el gan-dol-foh /kas,tel 
gan'dolfau/ 

Castellén city and province, Spain 
kast-el-yon /kaste'ljon/ 

Castile region, Spain 
kast-eel /ka'sti:1/ 


Established anglicization. The Spanish 
name is Castilla, pronounced kast-eel-yuh 
[kas'tifa]. 


Castilian relating to Castile 
kast-il-i-uhn /ka'stilian/ 

Castilla-La Mancha autonomous 
region, Spain 
kast-eel-yuh lam-an-chuh /ka sti:lja la 
‘mantfa/ 

Castilla-Le6én autonomous region, 
Spain 
kast-eel-yuh lay-on /kasti:lja ler'pn/ 

Castlebar town, Republic of Ireland 
kah-suhl-bar /,ka:sal'ba:(r)/ 

Castlereagh, Robert Stewart 
Irish-born British statesman 
kah-suhl-ray /‘ka:salrer/ 

Castor Greek mythological character 
kah-stuhr /‘ka:sta(r)/ 

Castries capital of St Lucia 
kast-reess /ka‘stri:s/ 

Castro, Fidel Cuban statesman 
fee-del kast-roh /fi:,del ‘kastrau/, 
Spanish [fi,6el 'kastro] 

casual relaxed 
kazh-oo-uhl /‘ka3uoel/ 


The pronunciation kaz-yoo-uhl is less 
common now. 


catachresis pl. catachreses use of a 
word in an incorrect way 
kat-uh-kree-siss, pl. kat-uh-kree-seez 
/ kata'kri:sts/, pl. /-si:z/ 

cataclysm large-scale violent event 
kat-uh-kliz-uhm /‘kata,klizam/ 

catacomb underground cemetery 
kat-uh-koom /‘kataku:m/ 

Catalan relating to Catalonia 
kat-uh-lan /‘katalan/ 

catalepsy medical condition 
kat-uh-lep-si /‘katalepsi/ 

Catalonia autonomous region, Spain 
kat-uh-loh-ni-uh / kata'launia/ 


Established anglicization. The Spanish 
name is Catalufia, and the Catalan is 
Catalunya; both are pronounced 
kat-al-oon-yuh. 


Catania port, Sicily 
kuh-tah-ni-uh /ka'ta:nie/ 

cataphora grammatical term 
kuh-taf-uh-ruh /ke'tafera/ 


cataplexy medical condition 
kat-uh-plek-si /‘kata,pleksi/ 

cataract large waterfall 
kat-uh-rakt /‘katerakt/ 


catarrh build-up of mucus in the nose 
or throat 
kuh-tar /ke'ta:(r)/ 
catawba North American variety of 
grape 
kuh-taw-buh /ka'to:ba/ 
catechesis religious instruction 
kat-uh-kee-siss / kata'ki:sts/ 
catechetical relating to religious 
instruction 
kat-uh-ket-ik-uhl / kata'ketrkal/ 


catechism questions and answers about 
Christian religion 
kat-uh-kiz-uhm /‘katekizem/ 
catechu vegetable extract 
kat-uh-choo /‘katatfu:/ 
catechumen person who is receiving 
religious instruction 
kat-uh-kyoo-men / kata'kju:men/ 
Cathay China 
kath-ay /ka'de1/ 
Cather, Willa American novelist 
wil-uh kath-uhr /,wila 'kada(r)/ 
catheter tube inserted into a body cavity 
kath-uh-tuhr /‘ka8ata(r)/ 


Catholicism religion 
kuh-thol-iss-iz-uhm /ke'évlisizem/ 

Catiline Roman nobleman and 
conspirator 
kat-il-yn /‘kattlain/ 

cation positively charged ion 
kat-y-uhn /‘katatan/ 

Cato, Marcus Roman statesman 
mar-kuhss kay-toh / ma:(r)kas 
‘keitau/ 


Catskill Mountains range of 
mountains, US 
kat-skil /’katsktl/ 


Catullus, Gaius Valerius | Celt 


Catullus, Gaius Valerius Roman poet 
gy-uhss vuh-leer-i-uhss kuh-tul-uhss 
/ gatas va lrarias ka'tales/ 

caubeen Irish beret 
kaw-been /ko:'bi:n/ 

Caucasian relating to the Caucasus 
kaw-kay-zhuhn /ko:’ker3en/ 

Caucasus mountainous region, Europe 
kaw-kuh-suhss /‘ko:kasas/ 

caul amniotic membrane enclosing a 
foetus 
kawil /ko:1/ 

Cauvery river, India 
kaw-vuh-ri /'ko:vari/ 

cava Spanish sparkling wine 
kah-vuh /‘ka:va/ 

Cavafy, Constantine Greek poet 
kon-stan-tyn kuh-vah-fi /,konstantam 
ke'vacfi/ 

Cavan county, Republic of Ireland 
kav-uhn /‘kavan/ 

cavaquinho type of guitar 
kav-ak-een-yoh /,kava'ki:njau/ 

cave look out! 
kay-vi /‘kervi/ 

See LATIN panel. 


caveat warning of specific stipulations 
kav-i-at /‘kaviat/ 

Cavell, Edith English nurse 
kav-uhl /‘kaval/ 

caviar pickled fish roe 
kav-i-ar /‘kavia:(r)/ 


Sometimes also kav-i-ar. 


Caviezel, Jim American actor 
kuh-vee-zuhl /ka'vi:zal/ 

cavil make petty objections 
kav-uhl /‘kaval/ 

Cavour, Camillo Benso Italian 
statesman 
kuh-mee-loh ben-soh kuh-voor 
/ka,mi:lau ,bensav ke'voa(r)/ 

Cawnpore see Kanpur 

Cayenne capital of French Guiana 
kay-en /ker'en/, French [kajen]} 
« Established anglicization. The same 
pronunciation is used for cayenne pepper. 

Cayman Islands group of islands, 
Caribbean Sea 
kay-muhn /‘kerman/ 

Cayuga American Indian ethnic group 
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kay-yoo-guh /ker'ju:ga/ 

Cayuse American Indian ethnic group 
ky-yooss /‘karju:s/ 

Cazale, John American actor 
kuh-zahl /ka‘za:1/ 

Cear state, Brazil 
say-uh-rah /,seta'ra:/ 

Ceausescu, Elena wife of Nicolae 
Ceausescu 
uh-lay-nuh chow-shesk-oo /a,leina 
tfau'fesku:/ 

Ceausescu, Nicolae Romanian 
statesman 
nik-uh-ly chow-shesk-oo /nika,la 
tfav'fesku:/ 

Cebu island, Philippines 
suh-boo /sa'bu:/ 

Cecilia, St Roman martyr 
suh-seel-yuh /so'si:ljo/ 

cedi currency unit, Ghana 
see-di /‘si:di/ 

cedilla diacritic (,) 
suh-dil-uh /sa'dila/ 

Ceefax trademark BBC teletext service 
see-faks /'si:faks/ 

ceilidh Scottish or Irish social event 
kay-li /‘kerli/ 

Celebra trademark drug 
suh-leb-ruh /sa'lebra/ 

celesta musical instrument 
suh-lest-uh /sa‘lesta/ 

Céline, Louis-Ferdinand French 
novelist 
lwee fair-dee-nah(ng) say-leen /Iwi: 
fe:(r)di:,na ser'li:n/ 

Cellini, Benvenuto Italian goldsmith 
and sculptor 
ben-vuh-noo-toh chel-ee-ni 
/benvea,nu:tav tfe'li:ni/ 

cello musical instrument 
chel-oh /‘tfelau/ 

cellulite subcutaneous fat 
sel-yuul-yt /‘seljulait/ 

Celsius, Anders Swedish astronomer 
an-duhrsh sel-si-uuss /,anda(r)f 
'selsius/ 

Celsius scale of temperature 
sel-si-uhss /'selsias/ 

Celt pre-Roman ethnic group 
kelt /Kelt/ 


Less commonly also selt. 
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Celtic relating to the Celts 
kel-tik /‘keltik/ 


Less commonly also sel-tik. The Scottish 
football club, however, is always sel-tik. 


cembalo harpsichord 
chem-buh-loh /‘tSembalau/ 
cenotaph monument 
sen-uh-tahf /‘senata:f/ 
Cenozoic geological era 
see-nuh-zob-ik /,si:na'zauik/ 
censure express disapproval 
sen-shuhr /‘senSa(r)/ 


The pronunciation sen-syoor is now less 
commonly heard. 


centaur Greek mythological creature 
sen-tor /‘senta:(r)/ 
Centaurus constellation 
sen-taw-ruhss /sen'ta:ras/ 
centenarian person who is a hundred 
years old 
sen-tuh-nair-i-uhn /senta'ne:rien/ 
centenary hundredth anniversary 
sen-tee-nuh-ri /sen’ti:nari/ 
centesimal relating to division into 
hundredths 
sen-tess-im-uhl /sen'tesrmal/ 
Centre region, France 
sah(ng)-truh /‘satra/ 
Centrica holding company for British 
Gas 
sen-trik-uh /‘sentrika/ 
centrifugal moving away from a centre 
sen-trif-yoo-guhl /,sentrr'fju:gal/ 


Sometimes also sen-trif-yuug-uhl, 
especially in AM. 


centripetal moving towards a centre 
sen-trip-ee-tuhl / sentri'pi:tal/ 


Sometimes also sen-trip-it-uhl, especially in 
AM 


centurion commander in the ancient 
Roman army 
sent-yoor-i-uhn /sen'tjuarian/ 

cep mushroom 
sep /sep/ 

cephalic relating to the head 
kef-al-ik /ke'faltk/ 


Commonly also suh-fat-ik. 


Cephalonia island, Greece 
sef-uh-loh-ni-uh / sefa'launia/ 


Celtic | cervical 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Kefallinia, pronounced kef-al-ee-nee-uh. 


Cephalosporin antibiotic drug 
kef-uh-loh-spaw-rin / kefalau'spo:rm/ 
Cepheus constellation 
see-fi-uhss /‘si:fies/ 
Ceram Sea part of the western Pacific 
Ocean 
say-ruhm /‘serram/ 
Cerberus Greek mythological creature 
sur-buh-ruhss /‘sa:(r)baras/ 
cerebral of the cerebrum of the brain 
suh-ree-bruhl /sa'ri:bral/ 
Commonly also serr-uhb-ruhl. 


cerebrum pl. cerebra part of the brain 
suh-reeb-ruhm, pl. suh-reeb-ruh 
/sa'ri:bram/, pl. /-bra/ 
Commonly also serr-uhb-ruhm, pl. 
serr-uhb-ruh. 


Ceredigion county, Wales 
kerr-uh-dig-yon /,kera'digjon/ 

cereology study of crop circles 
seer-i-ol-uh-ji /,steri’plad3i/ 

Ceres Roman goddess of agriculture 
seer-eez /‘siari:z/ 

cerise clear red colour 
suh-reess /sa'ri:s/ 

cerium chemical element 
seer-i-uhm /‘stariam/ 

CERN European Organization for 
Nuclear Research 
surn /sa:(r)n/ 

ceroc dance 
serr-ok /se'rok/ 
The name is a contraction of the French 
phrase ‘C'est le roc(k)!’ 


Cerruti Italian fashion label 
cherr-oo-ti /tfe'ru:ti/ 
cerumen earwax 
suh-roo-muhn /sa'ru:men/ 
Cervantes, Miguel de Spanish novelist 
and dramatist 
mee-gel day sur-van-teez /mi:,gel dei 
so:(r)'vanti:z/, /mi,yel de 8er'Bantes/ 
* Established anglicization. 
cervical relating to the cervix 
sur-vik-uhl /'sa:(r)vikal/ 
The pronunciation sur-vy-kuhl is also 


common, particularly in the medical 
profession. 


cervix | Chambéry 


cervix pl. cervices neck of the womb 
sur-viks, pl. sur-viss-eez /‘sa:(r)viks/, 
pl. /-visi:z/ 

Cesarewitch English horse race 
suh-zarr-uh-witch /sa'zarawitf/ 

Ceské Budéjovice city, Czech Republic 
chesk-ay buud-yuh-yov-it-suh 
/tJesker 'budjajovitse/ 

Cetacea order of marine mammals 
suh-tay-shuh /sa'terfa/ 

Cetshwayo Zulu king 
set-shway-oh /se'tSwe1ou/ 

Cetus constellation 
see-tuhss /'si:tas/ 

Ceuta Spanish enclave, Morocco 
syoo-tuh /‘sju:ta/, Spanish ['Seuta] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Cévennes mountain range, France 
say-ven /sel'ven/ 

ceviche South American fish dish 
sev-ee-chay /se'vi:tfer/ 

Ceylon former name for Sri Lanka 
suh-lon /sa'lon/ 

Cézanne, Paul French painter 
pol say-zan /,pol ser‘zan/ 

Chablis village, France; also wine 
made there 
shab-lee /fab'li:/ 

Chabrol, Claude French film director 
klohd shab-rol / klaud fa'brol/ 

cha-cha ballroom dance 
chah-chah /'tSa:tfa:/ 

chacham see haham 

Chaco War dispute between Bolivia and 
Paraguay 
chah-koh /‘tfa:keu/ 

Chad country 
chad /tSad/ 

chador piece of cloth worn by Muslim 
women 
chud-uhr /‘tfada(r)/ 

chaebol business conglomerate 
chay-bol /‘tferbvl/ 

Chagall, Mare Russian-born French 
painter 
mark shag-al /,ma:(r)k fa'gal/ 

Chagos Archipelago group of islands, 
Indian Ocean 
chah-gohss /‘tSa:gaus/ 

chai tea 
chy /tfat/ 
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chainé ballet step 
shen-ay /Se’ne1/ 

chaise-longue type of sofa 
shez-long /Sez'long/ 

Chaka see Shaka 

chakra centre of spiritual power 
in the body 
chuk-ruh /‘tfakra/ 

Chalabi, Ahmad al- Iraqi politician 
akh-muhd uh! chal-uh-bi /,axmad al 
'tJalebi/ 

Chalayan, Hussein Cypriot fashion 
designer 
huu-sayn chuh-ly-uhn /ho,sem 
tfa'laran/ 

Chalcedon former city, Asia Minor 
kal-suh-don /‘kalsodon/ 

chalcedony precious stone 
kal-sed-uh-ni /kal'sedani/ 

Chalcis town, Greece 
kal-siss /‘kalsis/ 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Khalkis, pronounced khal-keess. 


Chaldea ancient country, Iraq 
kal-dee-uh /Kal'di:a/ 

Chaldee language of the ancient 
Chaldeans 
kal-dee /‘kaldi:/ 

chalet wooden house 
shal-ay /‘Sale1/ 

Chaliapin, Fyodor Russian operatic 


ass 
fyod-uhr shal-yah-pin /,fjoda(r) 
Sa‘lja:pin/ 

challis clothing fabric 
chal-iss /'tfalis/ 

chalumeau musical instrument 
shal-uum-oh /'Salomau/ 

Cham indigenous ethnic group of 
Vietnam and Cambodia 
cham /tfam/ 

Chamaeleon constellation 
kuh-mee-li-uhn /ka'mi:lian/ 

Chamberlain, Neville British 
statesman 
chaym-buhr-lin /'tfermba(r)lm/ 

Chambertin French red wine 
shah(ng)-bair-ta(ng) /Sabe:(r)'té/ 

Chambéry town, France 
shah(ng)-berr-ee /Sabe'ri:/ 
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chameleon lizard-like creature 
kuh-mee-li-uhn /ke'mi:lien/ 

chametz food prohibited during 
Passover 
khah-mets /‘xa:mets/ 

Chamonix resort, France 
sham-uh-nee /‘Samani:/ 

Chamorro indigenous ethnic group 
of Guam 
chuh-morr-oh /tfa'mprau/ 

Champagne region, France 
shah(ng)-pan-yuh /Ja‘panja/, 
[Japanj] 

champagne sparkling wine 
sham-payn /fam'pern/ 

Champaign city and county, US 
sham-payn /fam'pein/ 

champaign open level countryside 
cham-payn /‘tfampem/ 

Champlain, Samuel de French 
explorer 
sam-ue-el duh shah(ng)-pla(ng) 
/samy,el da Sa'plé/ 

Champs Elysées avenue in Paris 
shonz uh-lee-zay /,fonz a'li:zer/, 
French [faz elize] 

* Established anglicization. 

Chan Chan capital of the pre-Inca 
civilization of the Chimu 
chan chan /tfan 'tfan/ 

chancre ulcer 
shank-uhr /‘fanka(r)/ 

chandelier hanging light 
shan-duh-leer /,fande'lia(r)/ 

Chandigarh city, India 
chun-dee-guhr /tJan‘di:ga(r)/ 

Chandragupta Maurya Indian 
emperor 
chun-druh-guup-tuh mow-ri-uh 
/,tfandre,gupta 'mauria/ 

Chanel, Coco French couturiére 
koh-koh shuh-nel / kaukau Sa'ne)/ 

Chaney, Lon American actor 
lon chay-ni /,Jon 'tfemi/ 

Changchun city, China 
chang-chuun /,tfan'tfon/ 

Chang Jiang see Yangtze 

Changsha city, China 
chang-shah /,tfan‘fa:/ 

Chania (also Khania) port, Crete 
khan-yah /xa'nja:/ 

chanterelle mushroom 


chameleon | Charybdis 


shan-tuh-rel /Santa'rel/ 

chanteuse female singer 
shahn-tu(r)z /fa:n'ta:z/ 

Chanukkah see Hanukkah 

Chao Phraya river, Thailand 
chow pruh-yah /,tfau pro'ja:/ 

chaparajos (also chaparejos) leather 
trousers 
chap-uh-ray-hohss /,tfapa'rerhaus/ 

chapatti thin pancake 
chuh-pat-i /tfa'pati/ 

Chapman, Dinos English artist 
dee-noss chap-muhn /,di:nps 
‘tJapman/ 

Chappaquiddick Island island, US 
chap-uh-kwid-ik /,tfape'kwidik/ 

Chappell, Greg Australian cricketer 
chap-uhl /‘tSapal/ 

charango musical instrument 
chuh-rang-goh /tSa'rangau/ 

charas cannabis resin 
char-uhss /'tSa:ras/ 

Charcot, Jean-Martin French 
neurologist 
zhah(ng) mar-ta(ng) shar-koh /34 
maz:(r),té Ja:(r)'kau/ 

Chardonnay variety of white wine grape 
shar-duh-nay /'Sa:(r)dener/ 

Charente river, France 
sharr-ah(ng)t /Ja‘rat/ 

charisma pl. charismata charm 
kuh-riz-muh, pl. kuh-riz-muh-tuh 
/ka'rizma/, pl. /-mata/ 

Charlemagne king of the Franks 
shar-luh-mayn /‘Sa:(r)lemem/, French 
{Jarlamanj] 

Charleroi city, Belgium 
sharl-rwah /fa:(r)]‘rwa:/ 

charlock wild mustard 
char-lok /'tfa:(r)lok/ 

Charlotte Amalie capital of the Virgin 
Islands 
shar-luht uh-mahl-yuh /,fa:(r)let 
a'mailja/ 

Charon Greek mythological character 
kair-uhn /‘ke:ren/ 

Chartres city, France 
shart-ruh /'‘fa:(r)tra/ 

chartreuse liqueur 
shar-troez /Ja:(r)'tra:z/ 

Charybdis Greek mythological whirlpool 
kuh-rib-diss /ke'ribdis/ 


Chase, Chevy | Cherso 


Chase, Chevy American actor 
chev-i chayss / tfevi ‘tfers/ 

Chasid see Hasid 

Chasidic see Hasidic 

Chasidism see Hasidism 

chasm deep fissure in the earth’s surface 
kaz-uhm /‘kazam/ 

chassé dancing step 
shass-ay /‘Jase1/ 

Chasselas variety of white grape 
shass-uh-lah /fasa'la:/ 

chateaubriand beef steak 
shat-oh-bree-o(ng) / fataubri:'d/, 
French [JSatobrija} 

Chaucer, Geoffrey English poet 
chaw-suhr /'tfo:sa(r)/ 

Chaumes French cheese 
shohm /faum/ 

Chavez-Frias, Hugo Venezuelan 
president 
oo-goh chav-ess free-ass /,u:gau 
itfaves ‘fri:as/ 

Chavin ancient Peruvian civilization 
chav-een /tJa'vi:n/ 

Cheboksary city, Russia 
chuh-buhk-sar-i /tSabak'sa:ri/ 

Chechen relating to Chechnya 
chetch-en /'tfetfen/ 

Chechnya (also Chechenia) 
autonomous republic, Russia 
chetch-nyah /,tfetS'nja:/ 

cheder (also heder) pl. chedarim Jewish 
school 
khed-uhr, pl. khed-ar-im /'xeda(r)/, pl. 
/-‘da:rim/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Cheka Soviet organization 
chek-uh /'tSeke/ 

Chekhov, Anton Russian dramatist 
an-ton chek-of /an,ton 'tfekpf/ 

Cheltenham town, England 
chelt-uhn-uhm /‘tfeltanam/ 

Chela, Juan Ignacio Argentine tennis 
player 
khwan eeg-nass-yoh chay-luh /xwan 
i:g nasjeau ‘tfeila/ 

Chelyabinsk city, Russia 
chuhl-yah-binsk /tfal'ja:bmsk/ 

chemise dress 
shuh-meez /Sa'mi:z/ 

Chemnitz city, Germany 
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kem-nits /‘kemnits/ 
chemotherapy treatment of disease 
kee-moh-therr-uh-pi / ki:mau'derapi/ 
Chenab river, India and Pakistan 
chuh-nahb /tfe'na:b/ 
Cheney, Richard (Dick) American 
politician 
chay-ni /‘tSemi/ 
This surname is variously pronounced 
chee-ni and chay-ni, depending on 
individual preference. 


Chengdu city, China 
cheng-doo /,tfen‘du:/ 

chenille yarn 
shuh-neel /fa’ni:l/ 

Chennai official name for Madras 
chen-y /‘tfenat/ 

Cheops Egyptian pharaoh 
kee-ops /‘ki:nps/ 

Cher river, France 
shair /Se:(r)/ 

Cher American singer and actress 
shair /Sex(r)/ 

Cherbourg port, France 
shair-boorg /‘Se:(r)bua(r)g/, [Serbur] 
* Established anglicization. 

Cherepovets city, Russia 
cherr-uh-puh-vyets /,tferapa'vjets/ 

cherimoya apple 
cherr-im-oy-uh /,tfert'mora/ 

Cherkasy port, Ukraine 
chuhr-kass-i /tfa(r)'kasi/ 

Cherkessk city, Russia 
chuhr-kyesk /tfa(r)'kjesk/ 

Chernenko, Konstantin Soviet 
statesman 
kon-stuhn-teen chuhrn-yen-koh 
/konstean,ti:n tfa(r)'njenkou/ 

Chernihiv port, Ukraine 
chair-nee-hiv /tfe:(r)'‘nizhiv/ 

Chernivtsi city, Ukraine 
chur-nivt-si /tfa(r)'nivtsi/ 

Chernobyl! town, Ukraine 
chuhr-nob-il /tJa(r)'nobrl/ 

Cherokee American Indian ethnic group 
cherr-uh-kee / tfera'ki:/ 

cheroot cigar 
shuh-root /fa'ru:t/ 

Cherso island, Italy 
kair-soh /’ke:(r)sau/ 
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Cherubini, Maria Luigi Italian 
composer 
mu-ree-uh luu-ee-ji kerr-uub-ee-ni 
/ma,ri:a lu, i:d3i kero'bimni/ 
Cherwell, Frederick German-born 
British physicist 
char-wel /‘tfa:(r)wel/ 
* The same pronunciation is used for the 
River Cherwell in Oxford. 
Chesapeake Bay inlet of the North 
Atlantic, US 
chess-uh-peek /'tfesapi:k/ 
Cheshire county, England 
chesh-uhr /‘tSefa(r)/ 
Chesil Beach shingle beach, England 
chez-il /‘tfezil/ 
Chetumal port, Mexico 
chet-uum-al /,tfetu'mal/ 
Chevalier, Maurice French singer 
and actor 
morr-eess shuh-val-yay /mp,ri:s 
Sava'lje1/ 
Cheviot Hills range of hills on the 
border between England and Scotland 
cheev-i-uht /‘tfi:viat/ 


Sometimes also chev-i-uht, both for the 
place and for the breed of sheep. 


chévre French cheese 
shev-ruh /‘Sevra/ 

Cheyenne city, US 
shy-an /Sar'an/ 


Commonly also shy-en. 


Chhattisgarh state, India 
chat-iz-gar /,tSatiz'ga:(r)/ 

chi letter of the Greek alphabet 
ky /Kat/ 

chi see qi 

Chiang Kai-shek Chinese statesman 
chang ky-shek /,tfay kar'sek/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Chiangmai city, Thailand 
cheng-my /tfen'mat/ 

Chianti Italian red wine 
ki-an-ti /ki'anti/ 

Chiapas state, Mexico 
chi-ap-ass /tfi'apas/ 

Chiba city, Japan 
chee-buh /‘tSizba/ 

Chibcha Colombian ethnic group 
chib-chuh /‘tSrbtfa/ 

chibouk Turkish tobacco pipe 
chib-ook /tfr'bu:k/ 


chic stylishly fashionable 
sheek /Si:k/ 
chicane double bend 
shik-ayn /fr'kein/ 
Chichén Itz Mayan empire centre, 
Mexico 
chee-chen eet-sah /tJi:tfen i:t'sa:/ 
Chichester city, England 
chitch-uh-stuhr /‘tSitfaste(r)/ 
The pronunciation of Chichester in Tyne 
and Wear, however, is chy-chuh-stuhr. 


Chichester, Francis English 
yachtsman 
chitch-uh-stuhr /‘tSitfasta(r)/ 
Chickasaw American Indian ethnic 
group 
chik-uh-saw /‘tSikaso:/ 
chicory plant 
chik-uh-ri /‘tSrkeri/ 
Chicoutimi river, city, and county, 
Canada 
shik-oo-tim-i /Si'ku:trmi/ 
Chihuahua state, Mexico 
chee-wah-wuh /tSi:'wa:wa/ 
chikungunya viral disease 
chik-uung-guun-yuh /,tfikun'gunje/ 
Childermas Christian festival 
child-uhr-mass /‘tSilde(rymas/ 
Childers, Erskine English-born Irish 
writer and political activist 
ur-skin child-uhrz /,a:(r)skin 
'tSilda(r)z/ 
Chile country 
chil-i /'tStli/, Spanish ['tfile] 
* Established anglicization. 
Chilean relating to Chile 
chil-i-uhn /'t{ntien/ 
chillum hookah 
chil-uhm /'t{rlam/ 
Chilpancingo city, Mexico 
cheel-pal-seeng-goh 
/ tfi:lpan'si:ngau/ 
Chiltern Hills range of chalk hills, 
England 
chilt-uhrn /tfilta(r)n/ 
Chimborazo mountain, Ecuador 
cheem-boh-rah-soh /,tfi:mbav'ra:seu/ 
chimera (also chimaera) mythological 
monster 
ky-meer-uh /kar'miere/ 
chimichanga deep-fried tortilla 
cheem-i-chang-guh /tSi:mi'tfange/ 


Chimt | chorten 


Chimii Peruvian ethnic group 
chee-moo /tfi:mu:/ 

Chindwin river, Burma 
chind-win /tSm'dwim/ 

chino cotton twill fabric 
chee-noh /‘tfimau/ 

Chinook American Indian ethnic group 
shin-uuk /frnok/ 
* The same pronunciation is used for the 
helicopter. 

Chios island, Greece 
ky-oss /‘kains/ 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Khios, pronounced khee-oss ['xias]. 


Chipewyan Canadian ethnic group 
chip-uh-wy-uhn /,t{ipe'waien/ 
Chirac, Jacques French president 
zhahk sheer-ak /,3a:k Sia'rak/ 
Chirico, Giorgio de Greek-born Italian 
painter 
jor-joh day keer-ik-oh /,d30:(r)d3au der 
‘krertkau/ 
chiromancy interpretation of the lines 
on the palms 
ky-roh-man-si /‘katraumansi/ 
Chiron Greek mythological character 
ky-ron /'kairpn/ 
chiropody treatment of the feet 
kirr-op-uh-di /kr'rppadi/ 
chiropractic system of complementary 
medicine 
ky-roh-prak-tik /,katrau'praktik/ 
Chisinau capital of Moldova 
kish-in-ow /kifi'nau/ 
chitarrone lute 
kee-tuh-roh-nay / ki:ta'rauner/ 
Chittagong seaport, Bangladesh 
chit-uh-gong /tSita'gon/ 
chlamydia pl. same or chlamydiae 
parasitic bacterium 
kluh-mid-i-uh, pl. kluh-mid-i-ee 
/kle'midia/, pl. /-dii:/ 
chlorambucil cancer drug 
klaw-ram-byoo-sil /klo:'rambju:sil/ 
chlorine chemical element 
klaw-reen /‘klo:ri:n/ 
chlorophyll pigment 
klorr-uh-fil /‘klorefrl/ 
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chlorpromazine tranquillizer 
klor-proh-muh-zeen 
/kla:(r)'‘praomeazi:n/ 

Choctaw American Indian ethnic group 
chok-taw /'tSokto:/ 

Chokwe African ethnic group 
chok-way /‘t/okwe1/ 

cholelithiasis formation of gallstones 
kol-uh-lith-y-uh-siss /,kolalr'@arasts/ 

cholera bacterial disease 
kol-uh-ruh /‘kplera/ 

choleraic infected with cholera 
kol-uh-ray-ik /,kpla'renk/ 

choleric bad-tempered 
kol-uh-rik /‘kplorrk/ 

choli bodice worn under a sari 
choh-li /‘tfauli/ 

Chomolungma Tibetan name for 
Mount Everest 
choh-moh-luung-muh 
/tSaumau'lunma/ 

Chomsky, Noam American linguist 
nohm chom-ski /,nouom ‘tJomski/ 

Chongjin port, North Korea 
chong-jin /tfon'd3m/ 

Chongqing city, China 
chuung-ching /,tSon'tS1n/ 

Chopin, Frédéric Polish-born French 
composer 
fray-day-reek shop-a(ng) /freiderri:k 
So'pé/ 

An anglicized pronunciation, shoh-pa(ng), 
is also common. 


Chopin, Kate American novelist 
shoh-pan /'‘Saupan/ 

chop suey Chinese dish 
chop soo-i /,tSop'su:i/ 

Chordata phylum of animals 
kor-day-tuh /ka:(r)'derta/ 

chordophone stringed instrument 
kor-duh-fohn /‘ko:(r)dafeun/ 

chorea neurological disorder 
korr-ee-uh /ko'ri:a/ 

chorine chorus girl 
kaw-reen /‘ko:rim/ 

chorizo Spanish pork sausage 
chuh-ree-zoh /tfa'ri:zau/, [tJo'riéo] 
Often also (erroneously) chuh-rits-oh. 


Commonly also klaw-roh for words 
beginning with chloro-. 


chorten Buddhist shrine 
chor-tuhn /‘tJo:(r)tan/ 
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choux pastry 
shoo /Su:/ 
chow mein Chinese dish 
chow mayn / tfao ‘mern/ 
Chrétien, Jean Canadian statesman 
zhah(ng) krayt-ya(ng) /,34 krer'tjé/ 
Christian relating to Christianity 
kriss-chuhn /‘kristfan/ 


The pronunciation krist-i-uhn is less 
common now. 


chrysalis insect pupa 
kriss-uh-liss /‘krisalis/ 
chrysanthemum plant 
kriss-anth-uh-muhm /kri'sanéamem/ 
Chrysostom, St John bishop of 
Constantinople 
kriss-uhst-uhm /'krisastem/ 
Chubu region, Japan 
choo-boo /'tSu:bu:/ 
Chugoku region, Japan 
chuung-ok-oo /‘tJonoku:/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 
Chukchi Sea part of the Arctic Ocean 
chuuk-chee /‘tSuktSi:/ 


This pronunciation is also suitable for the 
Siberian ethnic group of the same name. 


Chumash American Indian people 
choo-mash /‘tfu:maf/ 

Chur city, Switzerland 
koor /kua(r)/ 


This is the German name; the French form 
is Coire, pronounced kwar. 


churidars Indian trousers 
chuu-rid-arz /'tforida:(r)z/ 
churrasco South American dish 
chuu-rask-oh /tfu'raskau/ 
chutzpah self-confidence 
khuuts-puh /‘xutspa/ 
Chuvashia autonomous republic, Russia 
choo-vah-shi-uh /tfu:'va:Sie/ 
chyme acidic fluid in the stomach and 
the small intestine 
kym /karm/ 
chypre perfume 
sheep-ruh /'fi:pra/ 
ciabatta Italian bread 
chuh-bat-uh /tfa'bate/ 
Ciampi, Carlo Azeglio Italian 
president 
kar-loh ad-zel-yoh champ-i /,ka:(r)lau 


choux | Cintra 


a,dzeljau 'tfampi/ 

ciao Italian greeting 
chow /tJau/ 

Ciampino airport, Rome 
champ-ee-noh /tfam'pi:nau/ 

Cian Irish boy’s name 
kee-uhn /‘ki:an/ 

Ciara Irish girl’s name 
keer-uh /‘krara/ 

Ciara American singer 
si-air-uh /si'e:ra/ 

Cibber, Colley English dramatist 
sib-uhr /'stba(r)/ 

cicely plant 
siss-i-li /‘stsili/ 

Ciecone, Madonna full name of 
American singer Madonna 
chik-oh-ni /tf'keuni/ 

Cicero, Marcus Tullius Roman 
statesman 
mar-kuhss tul-i-uhss siss-uh-roh 
/,ma:(r)kas ,talias 'sisarau/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Cieszyn city, Poland 
chesh-in /‘tfefin/ 

cilantro coriander 
sil-ant-roh /srlantrao/ 

cilice haircloth 
sil-iss /'stlis/ 

Cilicia ancient region, Asia Minor 
sil-ish-uh /sr'lfa/ 

cimbalom musical instrument 
sim-buh-luhm /‘srmbalom/ 

cimetidine antihistamine drug 
sy-met-id-een /sar'metidi:n/ 

Cimmerian ancient nomadic ethnic 
group 
sim-eer-i-uhn /si'mrarian/ 

Cincinnati city, US 
sin-sin-at-i /,smsi'nati/ 

cineraria plant 
sin-uh-rair-i-uh /,sina're:ria/ 

cinerary urn urn for holding ashes 
sin-uh-ruh-ri /‘snereri/ 
cinquecento period of Italian art 
chink-wi-chen-toh / tSinkwi'tfentau/ 
cinquefoil plant 
sink-foyl /'smpkforl/ 

Cinque Ports group of medieval ports, 
England 
sink ports /,sipk 'po:(r)ts/ 

Cintra see Sintra 


circadian | claustrophobia 


circadian relating to twenty-four hour 
rhythm 
sur-kay-di-uhn /sa:(r)'ketdian/ 
Circassian Caucasian ethnic group 
sur-kass-i-uhn /sa:(r)'kasion/ 
Circe Greek mythological character 
sur-si /'sa:(r)si/ 
Circinus constellation 
sur-sin-uhss /'sa:(r)sinas/ 
ciré fabric 
see-ray /'si:ret/ 
Cirencester town, England 
sy-ruhn-sest-uhr /‘sairan,sesta(r)/ 
Cirque du Soleil Canadian circus 
seerk due sol-ay / sta(r)k dy sn'ler/ 
cirrhosis liver disease 
sirr-oh-siss /s'rausis/ 
cirrocumulus cloud 
sirr-oh-kyoo-myuul-uhss 
/,sirau'kju:mjulas/ 
cirrostratus cloud 
sirr-oh-strah-tuhss / strau'stra:tas/ 


Commonly also sirr-oh-stray-tuhss. 


cirrus pl. cirri cloud 
sirr-uhss, pl. sirr-y /’siras/, pl. /-ra1/ 

cisalpine on the southern side of the 
Alps 
siss-al-pyn /sis‘alparn/ 

Ciskei former Xhosa homeland, South 
Africa 
sisk-y /‘stska1/ 

cisplatin cancer drug 
sisp-lat-in /sts'platin/ 

cispontine on the north side of the 
Thames 
sisp-on-tyn /sts'ppntain/ 

citadel fortress 
sit-uh-duhl /‘sitadal/ 

CITES Convention on International 
Trade in Endangered Species 
sy-teez /‘saiti:z/ 

Citlaltépetl mountain, Mexico 
seet-lal-tay-pet-uhl / si:tlal'terpetal/ 

citole stringed instrument 
sit-ohl /sr'taul/ 

Citroén French car manufacturers 
sit-ruhn /‘sitran/, [sitroen] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

cittern stringed instrument 
sit-uhrn /‘site(r)n/ 

Ciudad Bolivar city, Venezuela 


74 


syoo-dath bol-ee-var /sju:,dad 
bo'li:va:(r)/ 

Ciudad Victoria city, Mexico 
syoo-dath veek-tor-yuh /sju:,dad 
vi:k'ta:rja/ 

civet carnivorous mammal 
siv-it /‘sivit/ 

elachan small village or hamlet 
klakh-uhn /‘klaxen/ 

Clackmannanshire former county, 
Scotland 
klak-man-uhn-sheer 
/klak'mananfia(r)/ 

Clactonian lower palaeolithic culture 
klak-toh-ni-uhn /klak'taunian/ 

Claddagh ring Irish ring 
klad-uh /‘klada/ 

clafoutis flan made of fruit 
klaf-o0-ti /kla'fu:ti/ 

Clair, René French film director 
ruh-nay klair /ra'net'kle:(r)/ 

clair-de-lune blue-grey colour 
klair duh loon /,kle:(r) da ‘lu:n/, French 
(.kle:r da ‘lyn) 

clamant demanding attention 
klay-muhnt /‘klemmant/ 


Sometimes also klam-uhnt. 


clandestine kept secret 
klan-dest-in /klan‘destin/ 


Commonly also klan-dest-yn. 


Clarenceux heraldic title 
klarr-uhn-soo /‘klaransu:/ 

claret French red wine 
klarr-uht /‘klarat/ 

elarsach Irish harp 
klar-suhkh /‘kla:(r)sax/ 

clary herbaceous plant 
Klair-i /kle:ri/ 

Claude Lorrain French painter 
klohd lorr-a(ng) /,klaud Iv'ré/ 

Claudius Roman emperor 
klaw-di-uhss /‘klo:dias/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Clausewitz, Kar] von Prussian general 
karl-fon klow-zuh-vits /ka:(r)] fon 
‘klauzevits/ 

Clausius, Rudolf German physicist 
roo-dolf klow-zi-uuss /,ru:dolf 
‘klauzius/ 

claustrophobia fear of confined places 
klost-ruh-foh-bi-uh / klostra'faubie/ 
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claves musical instrument 
klayvz /klervz/ 


Commonly also klahvz. 


clavichord keyboard instrument 
klav-ik-ord /‘klaviko:(r)d/ 

clavicle collarbone 
klav-ik-uhl /‘klavikel/ 

clavier keyboard instrument 
kluh-veer /kle'via(r)/ 


Sometimes also klav-i-uhr. 


Clayderman, Richard French pianist 
ritch-uhrd klay-duhr-muhn / ritfe(r)d 
‘kleida(r)man/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Cleisthenes Athenian statesman 
klyss-thuh-neez /‘klais8eni:z/ 

Clemenceau, Georges French 
statesman 
zhorzh klem-ah(ng)-soh /,39:(r)3 
klemd@'sou/ 

clementine tangerine 
klem-uhn-tyn /‘klemantam/ 


Commonly also klem-uhn-teen. 


clenbuterol asthma drug 
klen-byoo-tuh-rol /klen'bju:terol/ 
Cleopatra queen of Egypt 
klee-uh-pat-ruh / kli:a'patra/ 
clepsydra pl. clepsydrae ancient 
time-measuring device 
klep-sid-ruh, pl. klep-sid-ree 
/*klepsidra/, pl. /-dri:/ 
« Standard -s plural is also possible. 
clerk administrative person in an office 
klark /kla:(r)k/ 


AM is klurk. 


Clermont-Ferrand city, France 
klair-mo(ng) ferr-ah(ng) /,kle:(r)m35 
fe'ra/ 

Cleveland former county, England 
kleev-luhnd /‘kli:vlend/ 

Clift, Montgomery American actor 
muhnt-gum-ubh-ri klift /mant,gameri 
‘Khift/ 

Clijsters, Kim Belgian tennis player 
kim klyst-uhrss / kim ‘klatsta(r)s/ 

climacteric critical period 
kly-mak-tuh-rik /klar'maktertk/ 


Commonly also kly-mak-terr-ik. 


Climbié, Victoria 8-year-old girl from 


claves | Cluniac 


Céte d'Ivoire, subjected to severe abuse 
and neglect 
klim-bi-ay /‘klimbie1/ 

clime region considered with reference to 
its climate 
klym /klamm/ 

Cline, Patsy American country singer 
klyn /klatn/ 

Clio Greek mythological character 
kly-oh /‘klarau/ 
Sometimes also klee-oh, and always for the 
Renault car model. 


clique close-knit group of people 
kleek /kli:k/ 

clitoris part of the female genitals 
klit-uh-riss /‘klitaris/ 


Less commonly in AM also klit-aw-riss. 


clomiphene fertility drug 
kloh-mif-een /‘kleumifi:n/ 

Clonmel town, Republic of Ireland 
kton-mel /kipn'mel/ 


clostridium difficile bacterium 
klost-rid-i-uhm dif-iss-il /klp,stridiam 
‘difisil/ 


This pronunciation is in line with the usage 
of the various microbiology and infection 
control experts the BBC has consulted. 
Medical Latin is commonly anglicized; see 
LATIN panel. 


Clotho Greek mythological character 
kloh-thoh /‘klauGeu/ 

clou musical term 
kloo /klu:/ 

Clough town, northern Ireland 
klokh /klox/ 

clough ravine 
kluf /klaf/ 

Clough, Arthur Hugh English poet 
kluf /klaf/ 

Clough, Brian English football manager 
kluf /klaf/ 

Clovis king of the Franks 
kloh-viss /‘klauvis/ 

clozapine sedative drug 
kloh-zuh-peen /‘kleuzepi:n/ 

Cluj-Napoca city, Romania 
kloozh nap-ok-uh /,klu:3 na'poko/ 

Cluniac relating to a Benedictine 
monastic order founded at Cluny 
kloon-i-ak /‘klu:niak/ 


Cluny | coca 76 


Clicks 


Clicks are a certain kind of consonant found in many African lan- 
guages. English consonants are made by interrupting or constricting 
the flow of air coming out of the lungs. Click consonants, by contrast, 
are made by air being sucked into the mouth. Although these sounds 
do not occur as consonants in English (or any other European lan- 
guage), English speakers can still make some click sounds, and some- 
times even use them, as signals, in speech. For example, the ‘tutting’ 
noise we use to convey disapproval is in fact a dental click. Another 
example of a click consonant is the ‘kissing’ noise (bilabial click), and 
yet another is the ‘gee-up’ noise we might use to encourage a horse to 
move forward (lateral click). 

We do not expect BBC announcers to be able to reproduce clicks in 
African names, and we anglicize as best we can, substituting clicks with 
the nearest English consonant. Wherever possible we try to consult 
with the owner of the name to establish their preferred anglicized pro- 
nunciation. Welshman Ncube, a Zimbabwean politician, told a BBC 
reporter that he would rather have his name pronounced without a 
click altogether, rather than with an attempted click or with an English 
consonant instead. The C in Neube represents a dental click (the ‘tut- 
ting’ sound), and we now advise programme makers to say noo-bay, 
rather than, for instance, n-too-bay. 


Cluny town, France coaxial having a common axis 
klue-nee /kly'ni:/ koh-ak-si-uhl /kau'aksial/ 

Clutha river, New Zealand Cobain, Kurt American rock singer 
kloo-thuh /‘klu:6a/ kuh-bayn /ka'bem/ 

Clwyd former county, Wales cobalt chemical element 
kluu-id /‘kiurd/ koh-bawit /‘kaubo:lt/ 


Cnut see Canute 


Commonly also koh-bolt. 
Clytemnestra Greek mythological 


character COBE NASA satellite 
kly-tuhm-nest-ruh /,klartam'nestra/ koh-bi /‘keubi/ 
Cnidaria phylum of aquatic invertebrate Coble fishing boat 
animals koh-buhl /‘keubel/ 
kny-dair-i-uh /knar'de:ria/ COBOL computer programming 
coagulate change to a solid or semi-solid _ language 
state koh-bol /'kaubnl/ 
koh-ag-yuul-ayt /keu'agjoleit/ Coburg city, Germany 
Coahuila state, Mexico koh-burg /‘keuba:(r)g/, ['ko:burk] 
koh-ah-weel-uh /,kava:'wi:la/ * Established anglicization. 


coalesce come together to form one mass coca tropical American shrub 
koh-uh-less / kaua'les/ koh-kuh /‘kavka/ 
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cocaine drug 
koh-kayn /kau'kern/ 
Cochabamba city, Bolivia 
kotch-uh-bamb-uh / kotfa'bamba/ 
Cochin port, India 
koh-chin /‘kaotSm/ 
cochlea pl. cochleae cavity of the inner 
ear 
kok-li-uh, pl. kok-li-ee /'koklia/, pl. 
[-klii:/ 
Cochran, Charles Blake English 
theatrical producer 
kok-ruhn /‘kokren/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced kok-ruhn and kokh-ruhn, 
depending on individual preference. 


Cochran, Eddie American 
rock-and-roll singer 
kok-ruhn /‘kokran/ 

Cochran, Jacqueline American aviator 
kok-ruhn /‘kokran/ 

cockatiel parrot 
kok-uh-teel / koka'ti:1/ 

cockatoo parrot 
kok-uh-too /kpke'tu:/ 

Cocos Islands group of islands, Indian 
Ocean 
koh-kuhss /‘kavkes/ 

cocotte heatproof dish 
kok-ot /ko'kot/ 

Cocteau, Jean French dramatist 
zhah(ng) kok-toh /,34 kpk'tau/ 

coda musical term 
koh-duh /‘kaude/ 

codec device that compresses data 
koh-dek /‘kaudek/ 

codeine analgesic drug 
koh-deen /‘kaudi:n/ 

codex pl. codices ancient manuscript text 
koh-deks, pl. koh-diss-eez /‘kaudeks/, 
pl. /-disi:z/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 

codex calixtinus 12th-century 
manuscript 
koh-deks kal-ik-stee-nuhss / kaudeks 
kaltk'sti:nas/ 

codicil supplement to a will 
kod-iss-il /‘kndrstl/ 

Coe, Sebastian English athlete and 
politician 
koh /keu/ 


cocaine | coiffeur 


Coelho, Paulo Brazilian writer 
pow-loo kuu-el-yoo /,paulu: ku'elju:/ 

coeliac relating to the abdomen 
seel-i-ak /‘si:liak/ 

coelurosaur dinosaur 
sil-yoor-uh-sor /sr'ljvaraso:(r)/ 

Coen, Joel and Ethan American film 
directors 
kob-uhn /‘keven/ 

coenobite member of a monastic 
community 
see-nuh-byt /‘si:nabart/ 

coerce persuade 
koh-urss /kau'a:(r)s/ 

Coetzee, J. M. South African novelist 
kuut-see /kut'si:/ 
This pronunciation was confirmed in a letter 
to the Pronunciation Unit from Mr Coetzee. 


The family name is pronounced 
kuut-see-uh in Afrikaans. 


cogitate think deeply 
koj-it-ayt /'kndzitert/ 

cogito ergo sum ‘I think, therefore I 
am’ (Latin) 
kog-it-oh air-goh suum /,kpgiteu 
,£:(7)gau 'sum/ 
Commonly also ur-goh sum; see LATIN 
panel. 


cognac brandy 
kon-yak /‘*konjak/ 
cognizant having knowledge 
kog-niz-uhnt /‘kognizant/ 
cognize know 
kog-nyz /kog'naiz/ 
cognoscenti well-informed people 
kog-nuh-shen-ti /,kogna'fenti/ 
Commonly alse kon-yuh-shen-ti. 


Cohen, Leonard Canadian singer 
len-uhrd koh-uhn / Jena(r)d ‘kavan/ 

cohere form a unified whole 
koh-heer /kau'hie(r)/ 

cohesion action of forming a united 
whole 
koh-hee-zhuhn /kau'hi:3en/ 

Cohn, Ferdinand German botanist 
fair-din-ant kohn / fe:(r)dmant ‘kaun/ 

cohort ancient Roman military unit 
koh-hort /‘kauho:(r)t/ 

coiffeur hairdresser 
kwaf-ur /kwa'fa:(r)/ 


Coimbatore | Col6én 


Coimbatore city, India 
koym-buh-tor / kommbs'ta:(r)/ 
Coimbra city, Portugal 
kweem-bruh /‘kwi:mbra/ 
Cointreau trademark liqueur 
kwon-troh /‘kwontrau/, French 
[kwétro] 
Coire city, Switzerland 
kwar /kwa:(r)/ 


This is the French name; the German form 
is Chur, pronounced koor. 


coitus sexual intercourse 
koh-it-uhss /‘kauitas/ 

Coke, Peter English actor 
kuuk /kok/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced kohk and kuuk, depending on 
individual preference. 


colander perforated bow! 
kol-uhn-duhr /‘kplenda(r)/ 


Sometimes also kul-uhn-duhr. 


Colbert, Jean Baptiste French 
statesman 
zhah(ng) bat-eest kol-bair /3a ba,ti:st 
kol'be:(r)/ 

colcannon Irish and Scottish dish 
kol-kan-uhn /kol'kanon/ 

Colchester town, England 
kohl-chuhst-uhr /‘kaultfasta(r)/ 

Colchis ancient region, Caucasus 
kol-kiss /‘kolkis/ 

Colditz medieval castle, Germany 
kohl-dits /‘kauldits/, ['koldits] 

* Established anglicization. 

colectomy surgical removal of the colon 
koh-lek-tuh-mi /kau'lektami/ 

Coleraine town, Northern Ireland 
kohl-rayn /kaol'rem/ 

Coleridge, Samuel Taylor English 
poet, critic, and philosopher 
kohl-uh-rij /kaularid3/ 

Colette French novelist 
kol-et /kn'let/ 

Colima state, Mexico 
kol-ee-muh /kp'li:mo/ 

coliseum (also colosseum) large theatre 
kol-uh-see-uhm / kole'si:am/ 

colitis inflammation of the lining of the 
colon 
kuh-ly-tiss /ka'lartis/ 
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collage form of art 
kol-ahzh /ko'la:3/ 


Commonly also kol-ahzh. 


collagen structural protein 
kol-uh-juhn /‘kpled3en/ 

collapsar old star that has collapsed 
kuh-lap-sar /ka'lapsa:(r)/ 

collect short prayer 
kol-ekt /‘kplekt/ 

collegian member of a college 
kuh-lee-ji-uhn /ka'li:d3ien/ 

Colles’ fracture broken wrist 
kol-iss /‘kolis/ 

colliculus pl. colliculi swelling in the 
roof of the midbrain 
kuh-lik-yuul-uhss, pl. kuh-lik-yuul-y 
/ka'lukjoles/, pl. /-la1/ 

collier coal miner 
kol-i-uhr /‘kvlia(r)/ 

collocutor person who takes part in a 
conversation 
kuh-lok-yuut-uhr /ka'lokjuta(r)/ 
Commonly also kol-uh-kyoot-uhr. 


colloquial used in ordinary or familiar 
conversation 
kuh-loh-kwi-uhl /ke'levkwiol/ 
colloquium p\. colloquia academic 
conference 
kuh-loh-kwi-uhm, pl. ku-loh-kwi-uh 
/ke'leukwiam/, /-kwia/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
collude come to a secret understanding 
kuh-lood /ka'lu:d/ 


Less commonly also kuh-lyood. 


colobus African monkey 
kol-uh-buhss /‘kplabas/ 

Cologne city, Germany 
kuh-lohn /ka'leun/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Kéln, pronounced koetn ['keeln]. 


cologne scented toilet water 
kuh-lohn /ka'laun/ 
Colombia country 
kuh-lomb-i-uh /ka'lombia/ 
Colombo capital of Sri Lanka 
kuh-lum-boh /ke'‘lambau/ 
Col6n port, Panama 
kol-on /ko'lon/ 
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colon part of the intestine 
ko-luhn /‘kaulen/ 


Commonly also koh-lon. The same 
pronunciations are used for the punctuation 
mark. 


colén pl. colones currency unit, Costa 
Rica and El Salvador 
kol-on, pl. kol-on-ess /ko'lon/, pl. 
/"lones/ 

colonel rank of officer 
ku(r)-nuhl /'ke:(r)nal/ 

colonic relating to the colon 
kuh-lon-ik /ka'lonik/ 

Colorado state and river, US 
kol-uh-rah-doh /,kpla'ra:dau/ 

Colosseum amphitheatre in Rome 
kol-uh-see-uhm /,kple'si:am/ 

Colossians book of the Bible 
kuh-losh-uhnz /ka'losanz/ 

colostomy surgical shortening of the 
colon 
kuh-lost-uh-mi /ka'lostami/ 

Colt, Samuel American inventor 
kohit /kault/ 

* The same pronunciation is used for the 
type of revolver. 

colt young uncastrated male horse 
kohlt /kault/ 

Coltrane, John American jazz 
saxophonist 
kol-trayn /kol'tremn/ 

Columba constellation 
kuh-lum-buh /ka'lamba/ 

Columbia river, North America 
kuh-lum-bi-uh /ka‘lambia/ 

Columbine High School scene of 
school shooting in 1999 
kol-uhm-byn /‘knlambain/ 

columbite mineral 
kuh-lum-byt /ka'lambait/ 

Coma Berenices constellation 
koh-muh berr-in-y-seez /,kauma 
sberr'natsi:z/ 

Comanche American Indian ethnic 
group 
kuh-man-chi /ke'mantJi/ 

Comaneci, Nadia Romanian-born 
American gymnast 
nah-dyuh kom-uhn-etch / na:dja 
skomea'netf/ 

combatant person engaged in fighting 
kom-buh-tuhnt /‘kombatent/ 


colon | commodious 


Sometimes also kum-buh-tuhnt. 


combe short valley 
koom /ku:m/ 
combine group of people acting together 
for a commercial purpose 
kom-byn /‘kombain/ 
combine harvest a crop 
kom-byn /‘kombain/ 
Combs, Sean American rap artist 
shawn kohmz /,fa:n ‘kaomz/ 
Comecon economic association of 
eastern European countries 
kom-ik-on /‘komikon/ 
comfit sweet 
kum-fit /‘kamfit/ 
comfrey plant of the borage family 
kum-fri /‘kamfri/ 
Comice dessert pear 
kom-iss /‘komis/ 
Comino island, Malta 
kom-ee-noh /kp'mi:nau/ 
COMINT COMmunications 
INTelligence 
kom-int /‘kommt/ 
Comintern communist organization 
kom-in-turn /‘kominta:(r)n/ 
comme ci, comme ga neither very 
good nor very bad 
kom see kom sah /kpm si: kom 'sa:/ 
commensurable measurable by the 
same standard 
kuh-men-shuh-ruh-buhl 
/ka'menfJarabal/ 
commensurate corresponding in size 
or degree 
kuh-men-shuh-ruht /ka'men farat/ 
commis junior chef 
kom-i /‘komi/ 
commissaire senior police officer in 
France 
kom-iss-air / kom1'se:(r)/ 
commissar official of the Communist 
Party 
kom-miss-ar /,Komt'sa:(r)/ 
Commerzbank Frankfurt-based 
international bank 
kom-airts-bank /‘kome:(r)tsbank/ 
commissary deputy or delegate 
kom-iss-uh-ri /‘komisari/ 
commodious comfortable 
kuh-moh-di-uhss /ke'maudias/ 


commodore | Conakry 
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Top ten complaints 
about pronunciations 


The Pronunciation Unit sometimes receives complaints from viewers 
and listeners about specific pronunciations. The following words and 
names are examples of these. Some complaints are justified, and some 
perhaps less so. Look up each individual entry for our recommenda- 
tion, and a note on the possible variations! 


clostridium difficile 
controversy 

Davos 

debris 

the letter H 


harass 
kilometre 
Kuwait 

New Orleans 
schedule 


commodore naval rank 
kom-uh-dor /‘komado:(r)/ 
communal shared by members of a 
community 
kom-yuun-uhl /‘komjunal/ 
Commonly also kuh-myoo-nuhl. 


commune group of people living 
together 
kom-yoon /‘komju:n/ 

commune interact 
kuh-myoon /ka'mju:n/ 

communiqué official announcement 
kuh-myoo-nik-ay /ka'mju:ntker/ 

Como lake, Italy 
koh-moh /‘kaumau/ 

Comodoro Rivadavia port, Argentina 
kom-od-aw-roh ree-vad-ah-vyuh 
/,komp,do:rau ri:va'da:vje/ 

Comorin cape, India 
kom-uh-rin /‘kpmearin/ 

Comoros country 
kom-uh-rohz /‘komarauz/ 


Sometimes also kuh-maw-rohz. 


compadre friend or companion 
kom-pah-dray /kom‘pa:dre1/ 

comparable able to be likened to 
another 


kom-puh-ruh-buhl /‘komparabal/ 
Commonly also kuhm-parr-uh-buhl, 


comparative pertaining to comparison 
kuhm-parr-uh-tiv /kam'parativ/ 
compeer person of equal rank 
kuhm-peer /kam'pia(r)/ 
compére person who introduces 
performers 
kom-pair /'kompe:(r)/ 
comport conduct oneself 
kuhm-port /kam'po:(r)t/ 
composite made up of several parts 
kom-puh-zit /‘kompazit/ 
compos mentis having full control of 
one’s mind 
kom-puhss men-tiss /,kompas ‘mentis/ 
compote fruit preserved in syrup 
kom-poht /‘kompaut/ 
Compton-Burnett, Ivy English 
novelist 
kump-tuhn bur-nuht /,kamptan 
‘ba:(r)nat/ 
Comte, Auguste French philosopher 
oh-guest ko(ng)t /au,gyst ‘k5t/ 
Conakry capital of Guinea 
kon-uh-kri /’konakri/ 
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con amore musical term 
kon am-aw-ray /,kpn a'mo:re1/ 
Conan Doyle, Arthur Scottish author 
koh-nuhn doy! /,keunen ‘dorl/ 
con brio musical term 
kon bree-oh / kon 'bri:au/ 
concave curved inwards 
kon-kayv /kon‘keiv/ 
Concepci6n city, Chile 
kon-sep-syon /konsep'sjon/ 
concertina musical instrument 
kon-suhr-tee-nuh /,kpnsa(r)'ti:no/ 
concerto musical composition 
kuhn-chair-toh /ken'tJe:(r)teu/ 
conciliar relating to a council 
kuhn-sil-i-uhr /kan'silia(r)/ 
conclave private meeting 
konk-layv /‘konklerv/ 
Concord city, US 
konk-ord /‘koyko:(r)d/ 
Concorde airliner 
konk-ord /‘koyko:(r)d/ 
concubinage practice of keeping a 
concubine 
kon-kyoo-bin-ij /kon'kju:bin1d3/ 
concubine woman who cohabits with a 
man without being his wife 
konk-yuub-yn /‘konkjobain/ 
Condé Nast magazine publishers 
kon-day nahst / konder ‘na:st/ 
conductus pl. conducti musical setting 
of a metrical Latin text 
kuhn-duk-tuhss, pl. kuhn-duk-ty 
/kon'daktas/, pl. /-ta1/ 
© See LATIN panel. 
conduit channel for conveying water 
kon-dyoo-it /‘kondjurt/ 
confect make from various elements 
kuhn-fekt /kan'fekt/ 
confidant (also confidante) person with 
whom one shares a private matter 
kon-fid-ant /‘konfidant/ 


Sometimes also kon-fid-ahnt. 


confine boundaries of a place 
kon-fyn /‘konfam/ 

confine restrict 
kuhn-fyn /ken'fam/ 

confit meat cooked slowly in its own fat 
kon-fi /‘konfi/ 

confrére fellow member of a profession 
kon-frair /‘konfre:(r)/ 


con amore | Connacht 


Confucianism doctrines of Confucius 
kuhn-fyoo-shuh-niz-uhm 
/kan'fju:Jenizam/ 

Confucius Chinese philosopher 
kuhn-fyoo-shuhss /kan‘fju:fas/ 

congee porridge made from rice 
kon-jee /‘kond3i:/ 

congener member of the same kind or 
class as another 
kuhn-jeen-uhr /kan'd3i:na(r)/ 

conger edible eel 
kong-guhr /‘konga(r)/ 

congeries disorderly collection 
kon-jeer-eez /kon'd3reri:z/ 

Congo river, central Africa 
kong-goh /‘kongau/ 

Congolese relating to Congo or the 
Democratic Republic of Congo 
kong-guh-leez /,konge'li:z/ 

congregant member of a congregation 
kong-grig-uhnt /‘kongrigant/ 

Congreve, William English dramatist 
kong-greev /‘kongri:v/ 

congruent in agreement 
kong-groo-uhnt /‘kongruant/ 

congruous in agreement 
kong-groo-uhss /‘kongruas/ 

conic of a cone 
kon-ik /‘konik/ 

conifer tree 
kon-if-uhr /‘konifa(r)/ 

coniform having the shape of a cone 
kohn-if-orm /‘kounfo:(r)m/ 

coniine poisonous compound 
koh-ni-een /‘kavnii:n/ 

conjugate related 
kon-juug-uht /‘kond3uget/ 

conjugate give the different forms of 
a verb 
kon-juug-ayt /kond3ugeit/ 

conjunctiva membrane that covers the 
front of the eye 
kon-junk-ty-vuh /,kond3ank'tatvo/ 
conjunctivitis inflammation of the 
conjunctiva 
kuhn-junk-tiv-y-tiss 
/kan,djanktr'vaitis/ 

con moto musical term 
kon moh-toh / kon ‘mavtau/ 

Connacht (also Connaught) province, 
Republic of Ireland 
kon-awt /‘kono:t/ 


connate | contretemps 


connate existing in a person from birth 
kon-ayt /‘kpneit/ 
Connecticut state, US 
kuh-net-ik-uht /ko'netikat/ 
Connemara region, Republic of Ireland 
kon-i-mar-uh /,koni'ma:ra/ 
connoisseur expert 
kon-uh-sur /,kona'sa:(r)/ 
connote imply or suggest 
kuh-noht /ka'naut/ 
connubial relating to marriage 
kuh-nyoo-bi-uh! /ka‘nju:bial/ 
conquistador pl. conquistadores 
conqueror 
kon-kwist-uh-dor, pl. 
kon-kwist-uh-daw-rayz 
/kon‘kwisteda:(r)/, pl. /-'do:rerz/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
consensual relating to consent 
kuhn-sen-shoo-uhl /kan'senfual/ 
conservatoire musical school 
kuhn-sur-vuh-twar 
/kan'sa:(r)vatwa:(r)/ 
conservator person responsible for 
repair and preservation 


kuhn-sur-vuh-tuhr /ken'sa:(r)vate(r)/ 


Sometimes also kon-suhr-vay-tuhr. 


consigliere member of a Mafia family 


kon-sil-yair-ay /,konsr'lje:rer/ 
console unit accommodating a set of 
controls for electronic equipment 
kon-sohl /‘konsaul/ 
Consols government securities of Great 
Britain 
kon-suhlz /‘konsalz/ 
consommeé soup 
kon-som-ay /kon'somet/ 
con sordino musical term 
kon sor-dee-noh /,kon so:(r)'di:nau/ 
consortium pl. consortia association 
kuhn-sor-ti-uhm, pl. kuhn-sor-ti-uh 
/kan'so:(r)tiem/, pl. /-tia/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Constable, John English painter 
kun-stuh-buhl /‘kanstabal/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced kun-stuh-buhl and 
kon-stuh-buhl, depending on individual 
preference. 


constable police officer 
kun-stuh-buhl /‘kanstabal/ 
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Commonly also kon-stuh-buhl. 


Constance lake and port, Germany 
kon-stuhnss /’konstens/ 
Established anglicization. The German 
name for the city is Konstanz, pronounced 
kon-stants, and the lake is Bodensee, 
pronounced boh-duhn-zay. 


Constanta (also Constanza) port, 
Romania 
kon-stant-suh /kon'stantsa/ 
Constantine city, Algeria 
kon-stuhn-tyn /‘konstentain/ 
Constantine Roman emperor 
kon-stuhn-tyn /‘konstantam/ 
Constantinople former name for 
Istanbul 
kon-stan-tin-oh-puhl 
/ konstantr'neupeal/ 
consternate fill with anxiety 
kon-stuhr-nayt /‘konsta(r)nert/ 
consubstantiation Christian doctrine 
kon-suhb-stan-shi-ay-shuhn 
/ konsabstanfi'erfan/ 
consuetude custom 
kon-swit-yood /‘konswitju:d/ 
contagion spread of disease by close 
contact 
kuhn-tay-juhn /ken'terd3an/ 
contemplative involving prolonged 
thought 
kuhn-tem-pluh-tiv /kan‘templatrv/ 
contemporaneous existing at the same 
period of time 
kuhn-tem-puh-ray-ni-uhss 
/kKen,temps'reinies/ 
contiguous sharing a common border 
kuhn-tig-yoo-uhss /ken'tigjuas/ 
contingency possible future 
circumstance 
kuhn-tin-juhn-si /kan'tind3zensi/ 
contralto singing voice 
kuhn-tral-toh /kan‘'traltau/ 
contrariety contrary opposition 
kon-truh-ry-uh-ti /,kontra'ratati/ 
contrary opposite 
kon-truh-ri /‘kontrari/ 
contrary perverse 
kuhn-trair-i /kon'tre:ri/ 
contretemps dispute 
kon-truh-to(ng) /‘kontrati/, [k5trata] 
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contribute give 
kuhn-trib-yoot /kan'tribju:t/ 


Commonly also kon-trib-yoot. 


contributor person who gives 
kuhn-trib-yuut-uhr /kan'tribjota(r)/ 
controversy dispute 
kon-truh-vur-si /‘kontrava:(r)si/ 


This is the traditional pronunciation, but 
kuhn-trov-uhr-si is equally, if not more, 
common, and equally acceptable. AM is 
kon-truh-vur-si. 


contuse injure 
kuhn-tyooz /kan'tju:z/ 

conundrum problem 
kuh-nun-druhm /ka'nandram/ 

convalesce recover 
kon-vuh-less / konva'les/ 

convex curved like the exterior of a circle 
kon-veks /kon'veks/ 

Conwy (also Conway) town, Wales 
kon-wi /‘konwi/ 

Coolidge, Calvin American statesman 
koo-lij /‘ku:l1d3/ 

cooncan card game 
koon-kan /‘ku:nkan/ 

cO-Op cooperative business 
koh-op /"kaupp/ 

Copacabana Beach resort, Brazil 
kop-uh-kab-an-uh /,kppaka’bana/ 

Copan ancient Mayan city, Honduras 
koh-pan /kau'pan/ 

Copenhagen capital of Denmark 
koh-puhn-hay-guhn /,kaupan'heigan/ 


Established anglicization. The Danish name 
is Kabenhavn, pronounced 
koe-buhn-hown [keban'‘hau?n]. 


Copernicus, Nicolaus Polish 
astronomer 
nik-ol-ay-uhss kuh-pur-nik-uhss 
/niko,letas ka‘pa:(r)nikas/ 


This is the Latinized form. The Polish name 
is Mikotaj Kopernik, pronounced 
mee-koh-y kop-air-neek [mi,kowaj 
ko'pernik]. 


Copland, Aaron American composer 
air-uhn kohp-luhnd /¢:ran ‘kauplend/ 
Copley, John Singleton American 
painter 
kop-li /‘kopli/ 


contribute | Corfu 


Coppola, Francis Ford American film 
director 
koh-puh-luh /‘kaupala/ 

coprolalia involuntary use of obscene 
language 
kop-roh-tay-li-uh /,koprau'lerlio/ 

Copt native Egyptian in the Hellenistic 
and Roman periods 
kopt /kopt/ 

coq au vin chicken casserole 
kok oh va(ng) /,kok au ‘vé/ 

coquetry flirtatious behaviour 
kok-uht-ri /‘kokatri/ 

Cora American Indian ethnic group 
kaw-ruh /‘ko:ra/ 

cor anglais woodwind instrument 
kor ong-glay /ko:r ‘onglet/ 
Sometimes also kor ahng-glay. 


Corcovado mountain, Brazil 
kor-kov-ah-doo /,ko:(r)kp'va:du:/ 

Corcyra ancient Greek name for Corfu 
kor-sy-ruh /ko:(r)'sarra/ 

cordate heart-shaped 
kor-dayt /‘ko:(r)deit/ 

Corday, Charlotte French political 
assassin 
shar-lot kor-day /fa:(r),lot ko:(r)'det/ 

Cérdoba (also Cordova) city, Argentina 
kor-duh-buh /'ko:(r)daba/, ['kordoBa] 
Established anglicization. Use also for 
Cérdoba in Spain, and the currency unit of 
Nicaragua. 


cordon bleu of high-class cooking 
kor-do(ng) bleu /,ko:(r)dé ‘ble/ 

Cordura trademark synthetic fabric 
kor-dyoor-uh /ko:(r)'djuara/ 

corduroy cotton fabric 
kor-duh-roy /‘ko:(r)dara1/ 

Corea, Chick American composer 
chik kuh-ree-uh /tfrk ka‘ri:a/ 

Corelli, Arcangelo Italian composer 
ar-kan-juh-loh kuh-rel-i 
/a:(r),kandg3elau ka'reli/ 

Corelli, Marie English writer 
kuh-rel-i /ka'reli/ 

Corfu island, Greece 
kor-foo /ko:(r)'fu:/ 


This is the Italian name, adopted in English. 
The Greek name is Kérkira, pronounced 
kair-kirr-uh [‘kerkira]. 


Coria, Guillermo | cosmogeny 


Coria, Guillermo Argentine tennis 
player 
geel-yair-moh korr-i-uh /gi:lje:(rymau 
‘korio/ 
coriander plant 
korr-i-an-duhr / korr'anda(r)/ 
Corinth city, Greece 
korr-inth /‘kormn0/ 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Kérinthos, pronounced korr-in-thoss. 


Coriolanus, Gaius Marcius Roman 
general 
gy-uhss marsh-uhss 
korr-i-uh-lay-nuhss /,gates ,ma:(r) Sas 
ikoria'lemeas/ 

cornea layer covering the eye 
kor-ni-uh /'ko:(r)nia/ 

Corneille, Pierre French dramatist 
pyair kor-nay /,pje:(r) ko:(r)'ner/ 

cornetto woodwind instrument 
kor-net-oh /ko:(r)'netau/ 

cornucopia the horn of plenty 
kor-nyuuk-oh-pi-uh 
/,kox(r)njo'keupie/ 

corolla petals of a flower 
kuh-rol-uh /ka'rplo/ 

corollary proposition 
kuh-rol-uh-ri /ke'rvleri/ 

Coromandel Coast southern part of 
the east coast of India 
korr-uh-man-duhl / kore'mandel/ 

Corona Australis constellation 
kuh-roh-nuh aw-strah-liss /ka,raona 
o:'stra:lis/ 

Corona Borealis constellation 
kuh-roh-nuh borr-i-ah-liss /ka,raona 
ibprt'a:lis/ 

coronach funeral song 
korr-uhn-akh /'koranax/ 

coronal garland for the head 
korr-uh-nuhl /‘korenel/ 

coronal relating to a crown or 
coronation 
korr-oh-nuh! /kn'raunel/ 


Commonly also korr-uh-nuhl. 


Corot, Camille French painter 
kam-ee korr-oh /ka,mi: kv'rau/ 

corporeal relating to a person’s body 
kor-paw-ri-uhl /ka:(r)'po:rial/ 

corps pl. corps main subdivision of an 


army 
kor, pl. korz /kax(r)/, pl. /ko:(r)z/ 
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Corpus Christi feast of the blessed 
sacrament or body of Christ 
kor-puhss krist-i /,ko:(r)pas ‘kristi/ 

corral pen for livestock 
kuh-rahl /ke'ra:l/ 

Correggio, Antonio Italian painter 
an-tohn-yoh korr-ej-oh /an,taonjeu 
kp'red3zau/ 

Corréze department, France 
korr-ez /kn'rez/ 

Corriedale breed of sheep 
korr-i-dayl /‘koridetl/ 

Corrientes province and city, Argentina 
korr-i-en-tess /kpri'entes/ 

Corsica island, France 
kor-sik-uh /'ko:(r)s1ke/ 

The French name is Corse, pronounced 
korss. 


cortége procession 
kor-tezh /ko:(r)'te3/ 

Cortes legislative assembly, Spain 
kor-tess /'ko:(r)tes/ 

Cortés, Joaquin Spanish flamenco 
dancer 
khoh-ak-een kort-ayss /xova,kin 
koaz(r)'ters/ 

cortisone hormone 
kor-tiz-ohn /'ko:(r)tizoun/ 

Corunna port, Spain 
kuh-run-uh /ke'rane/ 
Established anglicization, although 
somewhat old-fashioned. The Spanish name 
is La Corufia, pronounced lah korr-oon-yuh 
[la ko'runa]. 


corvette warship 
kor-vet /ko:(r)'vet/ 

corvina Italian variety of wine grape 
kor-vee-nuh /ko:(r)'vine/ 

Corvus constellation 
kor-vuhss /‘ko:(r)vas/ 

Cos see Kos 

cos lettuce 
koss /kos/ 

Cosa Nostra American criminal 
organization 
koh-zuh nost-ruh /,keuze ‘nvstra/ 

Cosimo de’ Medici Italian statesman 
and banker 
koz-ee-moh day med-itch-i /‘kozizmau 
det 'meditfi/ 

cosmogeny evolution of the universe 
koz-moj-uh-ni /koz'modgani/ 
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cosmogony branch of science that deals 
with the evolution of the universe 
koz-mog-uh-ni /kpz’mogeani/ 

Cosi Fan Tutte opera by Mozart 
koh-see fan too-tay /kau,si: fan 
‘tu:ter/ 

cosmopolis cosmopolitan city 
koz-mop-uh-liss /koz'mppalis/ 

COSPAR Committee on Space Research 
koh-spar /‘kauspa:(r)/ 

Cossack Russian ethnic group 
koss-ak /‘kpsak/ 

Costa Blanca resort, Spain 
kost-uh blank-uh / kpsta ‘blanke/ 

Costa Brava resort, Spain 
kost-uh brah-vuh / kpsta ‘bra:va/ 

Costa del Sol resort, Spain 
kost-uh del sol / kvste del 'spl/ 

Costard cooking apple 
kust-uhrd /‘kasta(r)d/ 


Commonly also kost-uhrd. 


Costa Rica country 
kost-uh ree-kuh / Kosta ‘ri:ka/ 
Céte d’Azur region, France 
koht duh-zyoor /kavt da'zjua(r)/, [kot 
dazy:r] 
Established anglicization. 
Céte d’Ivoire country 
koht dee-vwar / kout di:'vwa:(r)/ 
Cotonou city, Benin 
kot-uh-noo /,kpta'nu:/ 
Cotopaxi volcano, Ecuador 
kot-op-ak-si /,kpto'paksi/ 
Cotswold breed of sheep 
kots-wohld /‘kptswauld/ 
Cottbus city, Germany 
kot-buuss /'kotbus/ 
cotyledon embryonic leaf 
kot-il-ee-duhn /kotr'li:den/ 
couch grass 
kowtch /kautS/ 


Sometimes also kootch. 


couchant heraldic term 
kow-chuhnt /‘kautfant/ 
cougar North American term for puma 
koo-guhr /’ku:ga(r)/ 
coulibiac Russian dish 
koo-lib-yak /,ku:l'bjak/ 
coulis vegetable or fruit purée 
koo-li /‘ku:li/ 
Coulomb, Charles Augustin de 


cosmogony | Coventry 


French physicist 
sharl oh-guest-a(ng) duh koo-lo(ng) 
/,Ja:(r)l avgys,té da ku:'l5/ 
coulomb SI unit of electric charge 
koo-lom /‘ku:lom/ 
coulrophobia fear of clowns 
kol-ruh-foh-bi-uh / kolre'faubia/ 
Coulthard, David Scottish Formula 1 
racing driver 
kohl-thard /‘kaul0a:(r)d/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced kohl-thard and kool-tard, 
depending on individual preference. 


coumarin vanilla-scented compound 
koo-muh-rin /‘ku:merm/ 

coup pl. coups seizure of power from a 
government 
koo, pl. kooz /ku:/, pl. /ku:z/ 

coupe glass dish 
koop /ku:p/ 

coupé type of car 
koo-pay /‘ku:pe1/ 

Couperin, Frangois French composer 
frah(ng)-swah koo-puh-ra(ng) 
/fra,swa: ku:pa'ré/ 

Courbet, Gustave French painter 
gue-stahv koor-bay /gy,sta:v 
kau(r)'bet/ 

Courréges, André French fashion 
designer 
ah(ng)-dray koor-ezh /a,drer kua're3/ 

Courtauld, Samuel English 
industrialist 
kor-tohld /‘ko:(r)tauld/ 

Coupland, Diana English actress 
koop-luhnd /‘ku:pland/ 

Coupland, Douglas Canadian author 
kohp-luhnd /*kauplend/ 

Courier, Jim American tennis player 
koor-i-uhr /‘kuaria(r)/ 

courtier companion to the king or queen 
kor-ti-uhr /'ko:(r)tia(r)/ 

couscous North African semolina 
kuuss-kuuss /‘kuskus/ 

Cousteau, Jacques-Yves French 
oceanographer and film director 
zhahk eev koo-stoh /za:k ,i:v 
ku:'stau/ 

couth cultured and refined 
kooth /ku:6/ 

Coventry city, England 
kov-uhn-tri /‘koventri/ 


Coverdale, Miles | Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 


Coverdale, Miles English biblical 
scholar 
kuv-uhr-dayl /‘kava(r)derl/ 
covert shelter 
kuv-uhrt /‘kava(r)t/ 
covert not openly 
kuv-uhrt /‘kava(r)t/ 


Commonly also koh-vurt. 


covet yearn to possess 
kuv-uht /'kavat/ 

Cowdrey, Colin English cricketer 
kow-dri /‘kaudri/ 

Cowes town, England 
kowz /kauz/ 

Cowichan sweater thick sweater 
kow-itch-uhn /‘kauitfan/ 

Cowper, William English poet 
koop-uhr /‘ku:pa(r)/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced koop-uhr and kow-puhr, 
depending on individual preference. 


coxswain person who steers a ship’s boat 
kok-suhn /‘koksan/ 

Coyoacan region, Mexico 
koy-oh-ak-an /korauak'an/ 

coyote North American wild dog 
koy-oh-ti /kor'auti/ 
Sometimes also koy-oht. 


cozen trick or deceive 
kuz-uhn /‘kazan/ 

Cozumel island, Caribbean 
koss-oo-mel /kosu:'mel/ 

Crabbe, George English poet 
krab /krab/ 

Cracow city, Poland 
krak-of /‘krakof/ 


Established anglicization; sometimes also 


krak-ow, especially in AM. The Polish name 
is Krakéw, pronounced krak-oof. 


Craiova city, Romania 
kruh-yoh-vuh /kra‘jauva/ 
Cranach, Lucas German painter 
loo-kass krah-nakh /lu:kas ‘kra:nax/ 
cranium 1. crania skull 
kray-ni-uhm, pl. kray-ni-uh 
/‘kremiam/, pl. /-nio/ 
Standard -s plural is also possible. 
crannog ancient fortified dwelling 
kran-uhg /‘kranag/ 
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Crassus, Marcus Licinius Roman 
politician 
mar-kuhss ly-sin-i-uhss krass-uhss 
/,ma:(r)kas lat,smies 'krasas/ 
Crater constellation 
kray-tuhr /‘kreita(r)/ 
craton block of the earth’s crust 
krat-on /'kraton/ 
creatine compound formed in protein 
metabolism 
kree-uh-teen /‘kri:oti:n/ 
creatinine compound which is produced 
by metabolism of creatine 
kri-at-in-een /kri‘atini:n/ 
créche nursery 
kresh /kreS/ 
credulity tendency to believe that 
something is true 
kruh-dyoo-luh-ti /kra'dju:leti/ 
credulous showing too great a readiness 
to believe things 
kred-yuul-uhss /‘kredjulas/ 
Cree American Indian ethnic group 
kree /kri:/ 
créme briilée dessert 
krem broo-lay /,krem bru:'le1/ 
Cremona city, Italy 
kruh-moh-nuh /kra'maune/ 
Creole language formed from a pidgin 
kree-ohl /‘kri:aul/ 
erépe thin fabric 
krayp /krerp/ 
crescendo pl. crescendi musical term 
kruh-shen-doh, pl. kruh-shen-di 
/kra'Sendav/, pl. /-di/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Cressida Shakespearean character 
kress-id-uh /‘kresido/ 
Cretaceous geological period 
kruh-tay-shuhss /kra'terfas/ 
Crete island, Greece 
kreet /kri:t/ 
Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Kriti, pronounced kree-ti. 


cretic metrical foot 
kree-tik /‘kri:tik/ 
cretin stupid person 
kret-in /‘kretin/ 
Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease 
degenerative disease 
kroyts-felt yak-ob / kraitsfelt ‘jakub/ 
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Crichton, James Scottish adventurer 
kry-tuhn /‘kraitan/ 

Crimea peninsula, Ukraine 
kry-mee-uh /krar'mi:o/ 


Established anglicization. The Ukrainian 
name is Krym, pronounced krim [krim]. 


crimplene trademark synthetic fabric 
krimp-leen /’krimpli:n/ 
crimson deep red colour 
krim-zuhn /‘krimzen/ 
crinoline petticoat 
krin-uh-lin /krmalin/ 
Criseyde see Troilus and Criseyde 
Croat native of Croatia 
kroh-at /‘krauvat/ 


Croatia country 
kroh-ay-shuh /krau'erfa/ 


Established anglicization. The Croatian 
name is Hrvatska, pronounced 
hur-vaht-skah [‘hrva:tska:]. 


Croce, Benedetto Italian philosopher 
and politician 
ben-uh-det-oh kroh-chay /bena,detau 
‘krautSe1/ 
crochet handicraft 
kroh-shay /‘krauset/ 
crocus pl. croci plant 
kroh-kuhss, pl. kroh-ky /‘kraukas/, pl. 
/-Ka1/ 
© Standard -es plural also possible. 
croeso ‘welcome’ (Welsh) 
kroy-saw /‘kro1so:/ 
Croesus last king of Lydia 
kree-suhss /‘kri:sos/ 
Crohn’s disease disease of the 
intestines 
krohnz /kraunz/ 
croissant French roll 
krwass-o(ng) /‘krwasb/ 


Commonly also kwass-o(ng). 


Cro-Magnon earliest form of modern 
human 
kroh-man-yon /,krau'manjon/ 


Commonly also kroh-mag-nuhn. 


Cromarty Firth inlet of the Moray 
Firth, Scotland 
krom-uhr-ti /‘kroma(r)ti/ 
Cromerian geological period 
kroh-meer-i-uhn /kreu'misrien/ 
cromlech tomb 


Crichton, James | crystalline 


krom-lek /*kromlek/ 

Cronin, A. J. Scottish novelist 
kroh-nin /‘kraunin/ 

Cronus (also Kronos) Greek 
mythological character 
kroh-nuhss /‘kraunas/ 

croquembouche dessert 
krok-om-boosh / krokvm'bu:J/ 

croquet game 
kroh-kay /‘krauket/ 

crostini Italian starter 
krost-ee-ni /kro'sti:ni/ 

croup inflammation of the larynx and 
trachea in children 
kroop /kru:p/ 

croupier person in charge of a gaming 
table 
kroo-pi-ay /‘kru:pier/ 

croustade pastry hollowed to receive a 
savoury filling 
kruust-ahd /kru'sta:d/ 

croute piece of toasted bread 
kroot /kru:t/ 

crouton small piece of toasted bread 
kroo-ton /‘kru:ton/ 

Crozet Islands group of islands, Indian 
Ocean 
kroh-zay /krau'zet/ 

Crudup, Billy American actor 
kroo-dup /‘kru:dap/ 

Cruft, Charles English showman 
kruft /kraft/ 

Cruikshank, George English painter, 
illustrator, and caricaturist 
kruuk-shank /‘krukfank/ 

Crustacea group of aquatic arthropods 
krust-ay-shuh /kra'sterfa/ 

Crux constellation 
kruks /kraks/ 

Cruyff, Johan Dutch footballer 
yoh-hun kroeyf / jauhan ‘kroetf/ 

Cruz, Penélope Spanish actress 
pen-el-op-ay krooth /pe,neloper 
*kru:0/ 

A more anglicized pronunciation, 
puh-nel-uh-pi krooz, is very common. 


Cryptozoic geological period 
krip-tuh-zoh-ik /,kripte'zaurk/ 

crystalline having the form of a crystal 
krist-uh-lyn /‘kristalain/ 


csardas | cusec 


esardas Hungarian dance 
char-dahsh /‘tfa:(r)da:f/ 

Ctesiphon ancient city on the Tigris 
tess-if-uhn /‘testfan/ 

cuatro small guitar 
kwat-roh /‘kwatrou/ 

Cuba country 
kyoo-buh /‘kju:ba/, Spanish ['kufa] 
* Established anglicization. 

cueca South American dance 
kway-kuh /‘kweiko/ 

Cuenca city, Ecuador 
kwenk-uh /‘kwenka/ 

Cuernavaca resort, Mexico 
kwair-nav-ak-uh / kwe:(r)na'vaka/ 

Cuiaba port, Brazil 
koo-yuh-bah /,ku:je’ba:/ 

Culdee Irish or Scottish monk 
kul-dee /kal'di:/ 

cul-de-sac street closed at one end 
kul duh sak /‘kal da sak/ 
Commonly also kuut duh sak. 


Culiacan Rosales city, Mexico 
kool-yak-an roh-sah-less /ku:lja,kan 
rau'sa:les/ 

Culkin, Macaulay American actor 
muh-kaw-li kulk-in /ma,ko:1i ‘kalkin/ 

Culloden, Battle of battle in the 
Jacobite uprising 
kuh-lod-uhn /ka'lodan/ 

Cumberland former county, England 
kumb-uhr-luhnd /‘kamba(r)lend/ 


Cumbernauld town, Scotland 
kumb-uhr-nawld / kamba(r)'no:1d/ 

cumbia Colombian dance 
kuum-bi-uh /‘kumbia/ 

Cumbria county, England 
kumb-ri-uh /‘kambria/ 

cumin seed 
kyoo-min /‘kju:mmn/ 

cum laude ‘with distinction’ (Latin) 
kum law-di /.kam 'lo:di/ 


Commonly also kuum low-day; see LATIN 


panel. 


cumulonimbus pl. cumulonimbi cloud 
kyoo-myuul-oh-nim-buhss, 
pl. kyoo-myuul-oh-nim-by 
/,kju:mjoleu'nmmbas/, pl. /-bat/ 
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cumulus pl. cumuli cloud 
kyoo-myuul-uhss, pl. kyoo-myuul-y 
/'kju:mjolas/, pl. /-la1/ 

Cunard, Samuel Canadian-born British 
shipowner 
kyoo-nard /kju:'na:(r)d/ 

Cunene river, Angola 
kuun-en-uh /ku'neno/ 

cupola rounded dome 
kyoo-puh-luh /‘kju:pala/ 

Curagao island, Netherlands Antilles 
kyoor-uh-sow /,kjuera'sau/ 


Commonly also kyoor-uh-soh. The same 
pronunciations are used for the liqueur. 


curate assistant to a vicar, rector, or 
parish priest 
kyoor-uht /‘kjverat/ 

curate organize an exhibition 
kyuu-rayt /kju'reit/ 

Curie, Marie Polish-born French 
physicist 
marr-i kyoor-i /,mari ‘kjuari/, French 
(mari kyri] 


Established anglicization. She was born 
Maria Sklodowska, pronounced marr-i-uh 
skwod-of-skuh. 


curie unit of radioactivity 
kyoor-i /‘kjuari/ 

Curitiba city, Brazil 
koor-it-ee-buh / kuarr'ti:ba/ 


curium chemical element 
kyoor-i-uhm /‘kjuariam/ 


curragh marshy waste ground 
kurr-uh /‘kara/ 


Sometimes also kurr-ukh ['Karax]. 


curriculum vitae account of a person's 
qualifications 
kuh-rik-yuul-uhm vee-ty /ka,rikjulam 
‘vi:tal/ 

cursed under a curse 
kur-suhd /'ka:(r)sad/ 


Sometimes also kurst. 


Cusack, Niamh Irish actress 
neev kyoo-sak /,ni:v ‘kju:sak/ 
cusec unit of flow 
kyoo-sek /‘kju:sek/ 
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Cush biblical name 
kuush /kuS/ 
cutaneous relating to the skin 
kyoo-tay-ni-uhss /kju:'temias/ 
cuvée type of wine 
kyoo-vay /‘kju:ve1/, French [kyve] 
Cuzco city, Peru 
koosk-oh /‘ku:skau/ 
cwm valley 
kuum /kom/ 
Cwmbran town, Wales 
kuum-brahn /kom’bra:n/ 
cyan greenish-blue colour 
sy-uhn /‘saran/ 
cyanide salt of hydrocyanic acid 
sy-uh-nyd /‘saranaid/ 
cyanogen poisonous gas 
sy-an-uh-juhn /sar'anad3en/ 
Cybele mythological mother goddess 
sib-il-i /'stbili/ 
cyborg person with mechanical elements 
built into the body 
sy-borg /'sarbo:(r)g/ 
cycad palm-like plant 
sy-kad /‘satkad/ 
Cyclades group of islands, Aegean Sea 
sik-luh-deez /‘stkledi:z/ 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 


is Kikladhes, pronounced kee-klath-ess. 


Cycladic relating to the Cyclades 
sik-lad-ik /sr'kladik/ 
cyclamen plant 
sik-luh-muhn /‘stklamen/ 
cyclical relating to a cycle 
sik-lik-uhl /‘siklikel/ 


Sometimes also syk-lik-ubl. 


cyclone climatic condition 
sy-klohn /‘satklaun/ 
Cyclops pl. Cyclopes Greek mythological 
character 
sy-klops, pl. sy-kloh-peez /‘satklops/, 
pl. /sar'klaupi:z/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Cygnus constellation 
sig-nuhss /‘signas/ 


Cush | Czestochowa 


Cymbeline British chieftain 
sim-buh-leen /‘stmbali:n/ 
Cymric relating to Wales 
kum-rik /kamrik/, [‘kemrik] 
Cymru Welsh name for Wales 
kum-ri /*kamri/, ’kemri] 
Cyprian, St Carthaginian bishop 
and martyr 
sip-ri-uhn /‘stprien/ 
Cyprus country 
syp-ruhss /'sarpras/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Cyrano de Bergerac, Savinien 
French soldier, duellist, and writer 
sav-in-ya(ng) sirr-uh-noh duh 
bur-zhuh-rak /savinjé siranau da 
‘ba:(r)3erak/, [savinjé sirano da 
berzerak] 
© Established anglicization. 
Cyrenaica region of Libya 
sy-ruh-nay-ik-uh /,satra‘neika/ 
Cyrene ancient Greek city 
sy-ree-ni /sar'ri:ni/ 
Cyrillic alphabet used in many Slavonic 
languages 
sirr-il-lik /st'rtltk/ 
Cyrus king of Persia 
sy-ruhss /‘sairas/ 
cystitis bladder inflammation 
sist-y-tiss /st'stattts/ 
Cytherea another name for Aphrodite 
sith-uh-ree-uh /,s18a'ri:o/ 
Cytherean relating to the planet Venus 
sith-uh-ree-uhn /,s16a'ri:an/ 
czar see tsar 
Czech relating to the Czech Republic 
chek /tSek/ 
Czechoslovakia former country 
chek-uh-sluh-vak-i-uh 
/ tSekasla'vakia/ 
Czerny, Karl Austrian composer 
kart chair-ni /,ka:(r)1 ‘tfex(r)ni/ 
Czestochowa city, Poland 
chen-stokh-ov-uh / tfensto'xove/, 
[tfésto'xova] 
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Czech 


The Czech language (Cestina, pronounced chesh-tin-uh, in Czech) is 
very similar to Slovak, and belongs to the Slavonic language family. To 
English speakers, written Czech can look daunting because of the 
accents and the long sequences of consonants. However, the pronunci- 
ations are entirely predictable once you apply the rules. 

In Czech L, R, N, and M can function as vowels. For example, the L 
in the word vlk (wolf) functions rather like the L in English apple. 
When we are giving pronunciations for Czech words that include these 
consonants we sometimes insert a vowel to make them easier to read: 
for the place name Brno we give bur-noh, although there is really no U 
in the first syllable. 


Stress 

Stress in Czech is very easy: it falls invariably on the first syllable. The 
surname Jandéek is pronounced yan-ah-chek in Czech, although for the 
composer there is also an established anglicization, yan-uh-chek. 


Vowels 

Acute accents on vowels simply indicate that the vowel is long. When 
we are giving pronunciation advice we reflect this by choosing the clos- 
est long vowel or diphthong in English. So for A we advise a, while for 
A we advise ah. E is e, and for E we advise ay. E is pronounced ye. I and 
Y are i, and { and Y are ee. O is 0 and O is oh or aw, U is uu, and U or U 
are 00. 


Consonants 

Consonants in Czech can appear plain, with a v-shaped diacritic mark 

called a haéek, or with a following apostrophe. 

C is pronounced ts, and C is pronounced ch. 

D (or D’) is dy, as in dune, and T (or T’) is ty as in tune. 

Nis ny as in onion. 

Risa tricky sound, pronounced rzh between vowels and rsh after P, T, 
and K or at the end of a word. 

§ is pronounced sh, and Z is pronounced zh. 
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D 


da capo musical term 
dah kah-poh /da: 'ka:pau/ 

Dacca see Dhaka 

dacha Russian country house 
datch-uh /‘datfa/ 

Dachau German Nazi concentration 
camp 
dakh-ow /‘daxau/ 

dachshund breed of dog 
dak-suhnd /‘daksand/, German 
(‘dakshunt] 

dactyl metrical foot 
dak-til /‘daktil/ 

Dada art movement 
dah-dah /‘dacda:/ 

Dadra and Nagar Haveli union 
territory, India 
dahd-ruh nug-uhr huh-vay-li /‘da:dra 
snaga(r) ha'verli/ 

Daedalic relating to Daedalus 
dee-duh-lik /‘di:dalik/ 

Daedalus Greek mythological character 
dee-duh-luhss /‘di:dalas/ 


AM is ded-uh-luhss, 


Daegu (also Taegu) city, South Korea 
teg-oo /'tegu:/ 

daemon semi-divine being 
dee-muhn /‘di:man/ 

Daewoo Korean car manufacturer 
day-oo /‘deru:/, [deu:] 

* Established anglicization. 

Dafoe, Willem American actor 
wil-uhm duh-foh /,wilam da'fau/ 

Dafydd Welsh boy’s name 
dav-ith /‘dav1d/ 

da Gama, Vasco Portuguese explorer 
vask-oh duh gah-muh /,vaskau da 
‘ga:mea/ 

Dagens Nyheter Swedish newspaper 
dah-guhnss nue-hay-tuhr /,da:gans 
'ny:heita(r)/ 

Dagestan autonomous republic, Russia 
dah-guh-stahn /,da:ga'sta:n/, 
[dag‘r'stan ] 


* Established anglicization. 

Dagestanian relating to Dagestan 
dah-guh-stah-ni-uhn /da:ga'sta:nian/ 

Dagon ancient Philistine god 
day-gon /‘deigon/ 

Daguerre, Louis-Jacques-Mandé 
French physicist 
lwee zhahk mah(ng)-day dag-air 
/lwi: ,3a:k mG@.de1 da'ge:(r)/ 

daguerreotype photographic process 
duh-gerr-uh-typ /da'geratarp/ 

Dahl, Roald British writer, of 
Norwegian descent 
roo-al dahl /,ru:al ‘da:l/ 

dahlia plant 
day-li-uh /‘detlia/ 

Dahmer, Jeffrey American serial killer 
dah-muhr /‘da:ma(r)/ 

Dahomey former name for Benin 
duh-hoh-mi /da‘haumi/ 

Dail Irish lower house of Parliament 
doyl /dorl/ 

Daimler, Gottlieb German motor 
manufacturer 
got-leep dym-luhr /,gptli:p ‘'darmla(r)/ 
An anglicized pronunciation, daym-luhr, is 
used for the make of car. 


daiquiri cocktail 
dak-irr-i /‘dakiri/ 


Sometimes also dy-kirr-i. 


Dakar capital of Senegal 
dak-ar /‘daka:(r)/ 

Dakota former territory, US 
duh-koh-tuh /da'kauta/ 

dal see dhal 

Dalai Lama spiritual head of Tibetan 
Buddhism 
dal-y lah-muh /,dalar '‘la:ma/ 

Dalarna province, Sweden 
dahl-uhr-nuh /‘da:la(r)na/ 


There is an English form, Dalecarlia, 
pronounced dahl-uh-kar-li-uh, which is 
sometimes used. 


dalasi | Danner, Blythe 


dalasi currency unit, Gambia 
dah-lah-see /da:'la:si:/ 

dalek character from Dr Who 
dah-lek /‘da:lek/ 

d’Alembert, Jean le Rond French 
mathematician 
zhah(ng) luh ro(ng) dal-ah(ng)-bair 
/3@ 1a rd dala'be:(r)/ 

Dalglish, Kenny Scottish footballer 
dal-gleesh /dal'gli:!/ 

Dalhousie, James British colonial 
administrator 
dal-how-zi /dal'hauzi/ 

Dali, Salvador Spanish painter 
sal-vuh-dor dah-li /,salvado:(r) 'da:li/, 
[salBa,dor da'li] 

* Established anglicization. 

Dalian port, China 
dahl-yan /,da:'Ijan/ 

Dalit Indian caste 
dul-it /‘dalit/ 

Dallapiccola, Luigi Italian composer 
luu-ee-ji dal-uh-pee-kol-uh /lu,i:d3i 
dala'pi:kple/ 

Dallaglio, Lawrence English rugby 
player 
duh-lal-i-oh /da'laliau/ 

Dall sheep breed of sheep 
dahl /da:1/ 

Dalmatia ancient region in what is now 
Croatia 
dal-may-shuh /dal’mesSo/ 

dalmatic garment worn by bishops, and 
by monarchs at their coronation 
dal-mat-ik /dal'matrk/ 

Dalriada ancient Gaelic kingdom 
dal-ree-uh-duh /dal'ri:ade/ 

dal segno musical term 
dal sen-yoh /dal 'senjau/ 

dalton chemical unit 
dawl-tuhn /‘do:lten/ 

Dalziel British family name 
dee-el, dal-zeel /di:'el/, /‘dalzi:1/ 


The TV character in Dalziel and Pascoe is 
pronounced dee-el. 


Daman and Diu union territory, India 
duh-mahn dee-oo /da'ma:n ‘di:u:/ 

Damara Namibian ethnic group 
duh-mar-uh /da'‘ma:ra/ 

Damaraland region, Namibia 
duh-mar-uh-land /da'ma:raland/ 
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Damascene relating to Damascus 
dam-uh-seen /‘damesi:n/ 

Damascus capital of Syria 
duh-mask-uhss /da'maskes/ 
Established anglicization; sometimes also 
duh-mahsk-uhss. The Arabic name is 


Dimashg, pronounced dim-ashk 
[di'maSq]. 


damask silk or linen fabric 
dam-uhsk /‘damask/ 

Damazer, Mark controller of BBC 
Radio 4 and BBC 7 
dam-uh-zuhr /‘damaza(r)/ 

Damietta eastern branch of the Nile 
delta 
dam-i-et-uh /,dami'eta/ 
Established anglicization. The Arabic name 
is Dumyat, pronounced duum-yaht. 


damnatory causing damnation 
dam-nuh-tub-ri /‘damna,teri/ 

Damocles Greek mythological character 
dam-uh-kleez /‘damokli:z/ 

Dampier, William English explorer 
dam-peer /‘dampie(r)/ 

Dana, James Dwight American 
naturalist 
day-nuh /‘demno/ 
This name is variously pronounced 
day-nuh, dah-nuh, and dan-uh, depending 
on individual preference. 


Dana, Richard Henry American 
adventurer 
day-nuh /‘deina/ 

Danaé Greek mythological character 
dan-i-ee /‘danii:/ 

Da Nang city, Vietnam 
dah nung / da: ‘nan/ 

Dandong port, China 
dan-duung /,dan'dun/ 

Danegeld Anglo-Saxon land tax 
dayn-geld /‘deingeld/ 

Danelaw part of England formerly 
occupied by Danes 
dayn-law /‘demio:/ 

danewort plant 
dayn-wurt /‘demwa:(r)t/ 

Danna, Mychael American composer 
my-kuhl dan-uh /,markal ‘dana/ 

Danner, Blythe American actress 
blyth dan-uhr /blaié ‘dana(r)/ 
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d’Annunzio, Gabriele Italian novelist 
gab-ri-ay-lay dan-uunt-syoh 
/gabri,etler da'nuntsjau/ 

Dante Italian poet 
dan-tay /‘dantet/ 

Dantean relating to Dante 
dant-i-uhn /‘dantien/ 


Sometimes also dan-tee-uhn. 


Danton, Georges French revolutionary 
zhorzh dah(ng)-to(ng} /,39:(r)3 da't3/ 
Danube river, Europe 
dan-yoob /‘danju:b/ 


Established anglicization. Other languages 
are: German: Donau doh-now [‘do:nau]; 
Czech: Dunaj duun-y ['dunaj]; 
Hungarian: Duna duun-uh ['dunp]; 
Serbo-Croat: Dunav doo-nav ['dunav ]; 
Bulgarian: Dunaw doo-nuhf [‘dunef ]; 
Russian: Dunay doo-ny [du'naj]; 
Romanian: Dunarea doon-uhr-yuh 
[‘dunerja]. 


Danzig see Gdansk 
Daphne Greek mythological character 
daf-ni /'dafni/ 
Daphnis Greek mythological character 
daf-niss /‘dafnis/ 
Da Ponte, Lorenzo Italian poet and 
librettist 
lorr-ent-soh dah pont-ay /lp,rentsau 
da: ‘ponte1/ 
Dapsang another name for the 
mountain K2 
dup-sung /dap'san/ 
Daqing city, China 
dah-ching /,da:'t{m/ 
Darabont, Frank American film 
director 
darr-uh-bont /‘darabpnt/ 
Dardanelles strait between Europe and 
Asiatic Turkey 
dar-duh-nelz /,da:(r)da'nelz/ 
Dardenne, Sabine Belgian kidnap 
victim 
sab-een dar-den /sa,bi:n da:(r)'den/ 
Dar es Salaam port, Tanzania 
dar ess suh-lahm /,da:r es sa‘la:m/ 
Darfur region, Sudan 
dar-foor /da:(r)'fua(r)/ 
Dari Afghan language 
darr-ee /da'ri:/ 
Darién province, Panama 
darr-i-en /dari'en/ 


dariole cooking mould 
darr-i-ohl /‘dariaul/ 
Darius name of three ancient 
kings of Persia 
duh-ry-uhss /da'ratas/ 
Darjeeling hill station, India 
dar-jee-ling /da:(r)'d3i:lin/ 
Use also for the tea grown there. 
Darkhan city, Mongolia 
dar-khahn /da:(r)'xa:n/ 
Darmstadt town, Germany 
darm-shtat /‘da:(r)mJtat/ 
DARPA Defense Advanced Research 
Projects Agency 
dar-puh /'‘da:(r)pa/ 
Dartmoor moorland district, England 
dart-mor /‘da:(r)tmo:(r)/ 
Sometimes also dart-moor. 


Dartmouth port, England 
dart-muhth /‘da:(r)tmea6/ 

Daschle, Tom American politician 
dash-uhl /‘dafal/ 

Dasehra see Dussehra 

dashiki loose shirt or tunic 
dah-shik-i /‘da:fiki/ 

da Silva, Luiz Inacio Lula Brazilian 
president 
luu-eess ee-nass-yoo loo-luh duh 
seel-vuh /lu,i:s i: nasju: lu:le da 'si:lva/ 

Das Rheingold opera by Wagner 
dass ryn-golt /das 'rarngplt/ 

dative grammatical case 
day-tiv /‘deitiv/ 

Datong city, China 
dah-tuung /,da:'tun/ 

Datuk title of respect 
dah-tuhk /'da:tak/ 

datum piece of information 
day-tuhm /‘dertam/ 

daube meat stew 
dohb /daub/ 

Daubenton kind of bat 
daw-buhn-tuhn /‘do:bentan/ 
Equally commonly also daw-bent-uhn; 


both pronunciations are in use among 
British naturalists. 


Daubigny, Charles Francois French 
painter 
sharl frah(ng)-swah doh-bin-yee 
/Sa:(r)l fré,swa: daubin'ji:/ 


Daudet, Alphonse | decahedron 


Daudet, Alphonse French novelist 
al-fo(ng)ss doh-day /al,fas dau'der/ 

Daumier, Honoré French painter 
on-orr-ay dohm-yay /onv,ret 
dau'mjer/ 

daunorubicin antibiotic 
daw-noh-roo-biss-in / do:nau'ru:bisin/ 

dauphin eldest son of the King of France 
doh-fa(ng) /‘daufé/ 


Sometimes also daw-fin. 


Dauphiné region, France 
doh-fin-ay /daofi'ne1/ 

Davao port, Philippines 
dav-ah-oh /da'va:au/ 

David, Jacques-Louis French painter 
zhahk lwee dav-eed /3a:k wi: 
da'vi:d/ 

Davies, Alan English actor 
day-veez /‘dervi:z/ 

Davies, Wyre BBC reporter 
wirr-uh day-viss /,wira ‘dervis/ 

Davis, Bette American actress 
bet-i day-viss /,beti ‘dervis/ 

Davos resort, Switzerland 


dav-ohss /da'vaus/, German [da'vo:s] 


When referring to the World Economic 
Forum held there, it is common to use an 
‘international’, anglicized pronunciation, 
dav-oss. Our BBC business reporters tell us 
that the name has transcended geography, 
as the WEF is know by this name even when 
it is held in other countries. The Swiss 
pronunciation should be used in all other 
contexts. 


Dayak (also Dyak) ethnic group in 
Borneo 
dy-ak /'datak/ 

Dayan, Moshe Israeli statesman and 
general 
mosh-ay dy-ahn /mop,fer dar'a:n/ 

dayan p!. dayanim senior rabbi 
dy-ahn, pl. dy-ah-nim /dar‘a:n/, pl. 
/dar'a:znim/ 

Dayton city, US 
day-tuhn /‘derten/ 

Daytona Beach resort, US 
day-toh-nuh /der'tauna/ 

deacon ordained minister 
dee-kuhn /'di:ken/ 

Deakin, Alfred Australian statesman 
dee-kin /‘di:km/ 
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Deayton, Angus English comedian 
dee-tuhn /‘di:ten/ 

debacle sudden disastrous collapse or 
defeat 
day-bah-kuhlt /der’ba:kal/ 

de Beauvoir, Simone French 
philosopher 
see-mon duh boh-vwar /si:mon da 
bau'vwa:(r)/ 

De Beers South African mining 
company 
duh beerz /da ‘bia(r)z/ 

Debrecen city and football team, 
Hungary 
deb-ret-sen /‘debretsen/ 

Debrett, John English publisher 
duh-bret /da'’bret/ 

debris pieces of rubbish or remains 
deb-ree /‘debri:/ 
Less commonly also day-bree. The form 
duh-bree is now used more commonly in 
BR, but is still regarded as the AM 
pronunciation. 


de Burgh, Chris Irish singer 
duh burg /da ‘ba:(r)g/ 


Debussy, Claude French composer 
klohd duh-bue-see /,klaud daby'si/ 


Commonly also anglicized to duh-boo-si. 


debut first appearance 
day-byoo /‘deibju:/ 


Commonly also deb-yoo. 


debutant man making his first 
appearance 
deb-yoo-to(ng) /'debju:td/, French 
[debyta] 

debutante woman making her first 
appearance 
deb-yuh-tahnt /‘debjata:nt/, French 
Cdebytat] 

Debye, Peter Dutch-born American 
chemical physicist 
duh-by /de'ba1/ 

decade period of ten years 
dek-ayd /‘dekerd/ 
Less commonly also dek-ayd. 


decagon figure with ten straight sides 
dek-uh-guhn /‘dekegan/ 

decahedron figure with ten plane faces 
dek-uh-hee-druhn /,deka'hi:dran/ 
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Sometimes also dek-uh-hed-ruhn. 


Decalogue Ten Commandments 
dek-uh-log /‘dekelng/ 

Decameron work by Boccaccio 
dek-am-uh-ruhn /de'kamaren/ 

decanal relating to a dean 
duh-kay-nuhl /da'kemel/ 


Sometimes also dek-uh-nuhl. 


decathlon athletic event 
dek-ath-lon /de‘ka8lon/ 
Deccan plateau, India 
dek-uhn /‘dekan/ 
deciduous shedding its leaves annually 
duh-sid-yoo-uhss /da'sidjuas/ 
Decius, Gaius Messius Quintus 
Trajanus Roman emperor 
gy-uhss mess-i-uhss kwint-uhss 
truh-jay-nuhss dee-si-uhss /,garas 
mesies ,kwintas tra,d3emes 'di:sias/ 
declarative making a declaration 
duh-klarr-uh-tiv /da’klarativ/ 
de Clerambault’s syndrome 
erotomania 
duh klerr-uhm-bohz /da 'klerambauz/ 
declivity downward slope 
dub-kliv-it-i /da‘kliviti/ 
decollate behead 
duh-kol-ayt /de'kvlert/ 


Sometimes also dek-uh-layt. 


decollate separate sheets of paper into 
different piles 
dee-kuh-layt /,di:ka'lert/ 
décolletage low neckline 
day-kol-tahzh / derkol'ta:3/ 
décolleté (also décolletée) having a low 
neckline 
day-kol-tay /der'kplte1/ 
decor decoration of a room 
day-kor /‘derka:(r)/ 


Commonly also dek-or. 


Decretum collection of judgements in 
canon law 
duh-kree-tuhm /da‘kri:tam/ 

decry publicly denounce 
duh-kry /da'kra1/ 

Dedekind, Richard German 
mathematician 
rikh-art day-duh-kint /,ricax(r)t 
‘derdakint/ 

de facto in fact 


Decalogue | deinonychus 


day fak-toh / der ‘faktau/ 

de Falla, Manuel Spanish composer 
man-wel day fal-yuh /man,wel der 
‘falja/ 

Defoe, Daniel English novelist 
duh-foh /de'fau/ 

dégagé unconcerned or unconstrained 
day-gah-zhay /der'ga:3e1/ 

Degas, Edgar French painter and 
sculptor 
ed-gar duh-gah /,edga:(r) de'ga:/ 

de Gaulle, Charles French statesman 
sharl duh gohl /,fa:(r)1 da 'goul/ 

degenerate immoral or corrupt person 
duh-jen-uh-ruht /da'dgenarat/ 

DeGeneres, Ellen American comedian 
duh-jen-uh-ruhss /da'd3eneras/ 

de Havilland, Geoffrey English 
aircraft designer 
duh hav-il-uhnd /da ‘haviland/ 

de Hooch, Pieter (also de Hoogh) 
Dutch painter 
pee-tuhr duh hohkh / pi:ta(r) da 
‘hoox/ 

de Hoop Scheffer, Jaap Dutch 
secretary general of NATO 
yahp duh hohp skhef-uhr /,ja:p da 
shaup 'sxefa(r)/ 

Dehra Dun city, India 
dair-uh doon /de:ra ‘du:n/ 

dehydrate cause something to lose a 
large amount of water 
dee-hy-drayt /di:'‘haidrert/ 
Commonly also dee-hy-drayt. 


Deianira Greek mythological character 
dee-uh-ny-ruh / di:a'natra/ 

deicide killing of a god 
day-iss-yd /‘derisard/ 

Deighton, Len English writer 
day-tuhn /‘deitan/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced day-tuhn and dy-tuhn, 
depending on individual preference. The 


Yorkshire place names, however, are 
dee-tuhn. 


Dei gratia by the grace of God 
day-ee grah-ti-uh / deri: ‘gra:tia/ 
Deimos moon of Mars 
day-moss /‘dermns/ 


deinonychus dinosaur 
dy-non-ik-uhss /dar'nonikas/ 


deism | Demerara 


deism belief in the existence of a 
supreme being 
day-iz-uhm /‘derzam/ 

deity god or goddess 
day-it-i /‘demti/ 

déja vu feeling of having already 
experienced the present situation 
day-zhah voo /,de13a: ‘vu:/, French 
/de3a vy/ 

de Klerk, F. W. South African 
statesman 
duh klairk /do ‘kle:(r)k/ 

de Kooning, Willem Dutch-born 
American painter 
wil-uhm duh koo-ning /,wilam de 
‘ku:nin/ 

Delacroix, Eugéne French painter 
oe-zhen del-ah-krwah /9,3en 
dela:'krwa:/ 

de la Mare, Walter English poet 
del uh mair /de lo 'me:(r)/ 

Delaunay, Robert French painter 
rob-air duh-loh-nay /rv,be:(r) 
dalau'net/ 

Delaunay-Terk, Sonia Russian-born 
French painter 
son-yuh duh-loh-nay tairk /,sonja 
dalau,net 'te:(r)k/ 

Delaware river, US 
del-uh-wair /‘delewe:(r)/ 

de Leeuw, Ton Dutch composer 
ton duh lay-oo /,ton da ‘lemu:/ 

de Lempica, Tamara Polish-born 
American artist 
tuh-mar-uh duh lem-pik-uh /ta,ma:ra 
da ‘lempike/ 


This is the pronunciation used by the family. 
The Polish pronunciation is !em-pit-suh. 


Delfont, Bernard Russian-born British 
impresario 
del-font /‘delfont/ 
Delft town, Netherlands 
delft /delft/ 
Delhi state, India 
del-i /‘deli/ 
Delibes, Léo French composer 
lay-oh duh-leeb / leau da'li:b/ 
delicatessen shop selling prepared foods 
del-ik-uh-tess-uhn /,delika'tesan/ 
Delilah biblical name 
duh-ly-luh /da'larle/ 
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delirium tremens psychotic condition 
duh-lirr-i-uhm tree-menz /da,liriam 
‘tri:menz/ 

Delius, Frederick English composer 
dee-li-uhss /‘di:lias/ 

della Quercia, Jacopo Italian sculptor 
yah-kuh-poh del-uh kwair-chuh 
/, ja:kepau dela ‘kwe:(r)tfa/ 

della Robbia, Luca Italian sculptor 
loo-kuh del-uh rob-yuh /,Ju:ka dela 
‘rpbjo/ 

Dell’ Olio, Nancy Italian lawyer; 
girlfriend of Sven-Goran Eriksson 
nan-si del-ol-yoh /,nansi del'pljau/ 

Delors, Jacques French politician 
zhahk duh-lor /,3a:k da'lo:(r)/ 

Delos island, Greece 
dee-loss /‘di:lps/ 

Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Dhilos, pronounced thee-loss. 


Delphi ancient Greek religious sanctuary 
del-fy /‘delfar/ 
Established anglicization. Commonly also 


del-fi; see GREEK panel. The Greek name is 
Dhelfoi, pronounced thel-fee. 


Delphinus constellation 
del-fy-nuhss /del'fames/ 

Delpy, Julie French actress 
zhue-lee del-pee /3y,li: del'pi:/ 

Delray Beach resort, US 
del-ray /‘delre1/ 

delude make believe something that is 
not true 
duh-lood /do'lu:d/ 
The pronunciation duh-lyood is less 
common now, 


de luxe luxurious 
duh luks /da ‘laks/ 


Sometimes also luuks or looks. 


deme ancient Greek political division 
deem /di:m/ 

de Menezes, Jean Charles Brazilian 
man, shot dead by police in London 
zhee-uh(ng) shar-liss ji men-ez-iss 
/,3i:3 fa:(r)lis d3i me'nezis/ 
* See PORTUGUESE panel. 

dementia mental disorder 
duh-men-shuh /da'menJa/ 

Demerara river, Guyana 
dem-uh-rar-uh / dema'ra:ra/ 
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The pronunciation dem-uh-rair-uh is also 
sometimes used, especially for the brown 
sugar from Guyana. 


Demerol trademark pethidine 
dem-uh-rol /‘demervl/ 

demesne land attached to a manor 
duh-mayn /de'mein/ 

Demeter Greek goddess 
duh-mee-tuhr /da‘mi:ta(r)/ 

de Mille, Cecil B. American film 
producer and director 
duh mil /da 'mil/ 

Demme, Jonathan American film 
director 
dem-i /‘demi/ 

Democritus Greek philosopher 
duh-mok-rit-uhss /de'mpkritas/ 

de Moivre’s theorem mathematical 
theorem 
duh mwah-vruh /da 'mwa:vra/ 

demonolatry worship of demons 
dee-muh-nol-uh-tri /,di:ma'npletri/ 

de Morales, Cristébal Spanish 
composer 
kree-stoh-bal day morr-ah-less 
/kri:,steubal dei mv'ra:les/ 

De Mornay, Rebecca American actress 
duh mor-nay /da 'mo:(r)ner/ 

Demosthenes Greek orator and 
statesman 
duh-moss-thuh-neez /da'mns8eani:z/ 

demulcent relieving inflammation 
duh-mul-suhnt /de'malsent/ 

demur raise objections 
duh-mur /da‘ma:(r)/ 

demure reserved and shy 
duh-myoor /da'mjua(r)/ 


Commonly also duh-myor. 


Denali mountain, US 
duh-nah-li /da‘na:li/ 

denar currency unit, Macedonia 
den-ar /‘dena:(r)/ 

denarius pl. denarii ancient Roman 
silver coin 
duh-nair-i-uhss, pl. duh-nair-i-y 
/da'ne:rias/, pl. /-riar/ 

Denbighshire county, Wales 
den-bish-uhr /‘denbifa(r)/ 

dendrite extension of a nerve cell 
den-dryt /‘dendratt/ 

Dene American Indian ethnic group 


Demerol | depilatory 


den-ay /‘denet/ 
dene vale 
deen /di:n/ 
Deneb star 
den-eb /‘deneb/ 
Denebola star 
duh-neb-uh-luh /da'nebala/ 
Deneuve, Catherine French actress 
kath-uh-rin duh-noev /‘kaarmn 
da’nev/, {katrin] 
¢ First name anglicized. 
dengue fever viral disease 
deng-gi /‘dengi/ 
Deng Xiaoping Chinese statesman 
dung shi-ow-ping /,dan fi,av'pm/ 
Den Haag see Hague, The 
Denholm British family name 
den-uhm /‘denam/ 
This is also the usual pronunciation for 
British place names with the same spelling. 


Denholm in West Yorkshire, however, is 
den-holm. 


denier unit of weight 
den-i-uhr /‘denia(r)/ 

De Niro, Robert American actor 
duh neer-oh /de ‘niarau/ 

Denis, Maurice French painter 
morr-eess duh-nee /mp,ri:s da'ni:/ 

Denpasar city, Indonesia 
den-pass-ar /den'pasa:(r)/ 

densimeter instrument for measuring 
density 
den-sim-uh-tuhr /den'simeta(r)/ 

dentalium tusk shells 
den-tay-li-uhm /den‘tetliam/ 

dentine tooth tissue 
den-teen /‘denti:n/ 

Deo gratias ‘thanks be to God’ (Latin) 
day-oh grah-ti-uhss /,derau ‘gra:ties/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Deo volente ‘God willing’ (Latin) 
day-oh vol-en-tay /,derau vo'lente1/ 

De Palma, Brian American film 
director 
duh pahl-muh /de ‘pa:lmo/ 

Depardieu, Gérard French actor 
zhay-rar duh-par-dyoe /3ei,ra:(r) 
dapa:(r)'dja/ 

depilatory used to remove unwanted 
hair 
duh-pil-uh-tuh-ri /de'priatari/ 


Depeche Mode | deuteranopia 


Depeche Mode English pop group 
duh-pesh mohd /da,peS '‘maud/ 
de profundis ‘out of the depths’ (Latin) 
day pruh-fuun-diss /,de1 pra‘fundis/ 
De Quincey, Thomas English essayist 
and critic 
duh kwin-si /de ‘kwmsi/ 
Derain, André French painter 
ah(ng)-dray duh-ra(ng) /a,drer de'ré/ 
Derbent city, Russia 
duhr-bent /doa(r)'‘bent/ 
Derby city, England 
dar-bi /‘da:(r)bi/ 
Derby annual horse-race 
dar-bi /‘da:(r)bi/ 
AM is dur-bi. 


derecho climactic condition 
duh-ray-choh /da'reitfau/ 
dermatitis skin condition 
dur-muh-ty-tiss /,da:(r)me’taitis/ 
Derrida, Jacques French philosopher 
zhahk derr-ee-dah /,30:k deri:'da:/ 
Der Ring des Nibelungen series of 
operas by Wagner 
dair ring dess nee-buhl-uung-uhn 
/de:(r) rin des 'ni:balunen/ 
derringer pistol 
derr-in-juhr /‘dermd3ea(r)/ 
Der Rosenkavalier opera by Richard 
Strauss 
dair roh-zuhn-kav-uh-leer /de:(r) 
‘rauzenkavoalia(r)/ 
Der Spiegel German magazine 
dair shpee-guhl /de:(r) 'Spi:gal/ 
dervish Muslim friar 
dur-vish /'da:(r)v1f/ 
Desai, Anita Indian-born British writer 
uh-nee-tuh dess-y /a’ni:ta de’sal/ 
Descartes, René French philosopher 
ruh-nay day-kart /ra,ne1 der'ka:(r)t/ 
desi local or indigenous 
day-si /‘dersi/ 
De Sica, Vittorio Italian film director 
and actor 
vi-taw-ri-oh day see-kuh /vi,to:riau 
det 'si:ka/ 
desideratum p|. desiderata something 
that is needed or wanted 
duh-zid-uh-rah-tuhm, pl. 
duh-zid-uh-rah-tuh /da,z1de'ra:tem/, 
pl. /-ta/ 
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Desiree potato 
dez-eer-ay /de'ziare1/ 


Des Moines city, US 
duh moyn /da 'moim/ 


despicable deserving contempt 
duh-spik-uh-buhl /de'sprkabel/ 
Sometimes also desp-ik-uh-buhl. 


despot ruler 
desp-ot /‘despot/ 
des Prez, Josquin (also des Prés or 
Deprez) Flemish composer 
zhosk-a(ng) day pray /30s,ké det ‘pret/ 
desquamate come off in scales or flakes 
desk-wuh-mayt /‘deskwomeit/ 
Dessau city, Germany 
dess-ow /'desau/ 
de Staél, Madame French novelist 
and critic 
mad-am duh stahl /mad,am da ‘sta:1/ 
De Stijl Dutch art movement 
duh styl /da 'sta1l/ 
# See DUTCH panel. 
destrier medieval knight's warhorse 
dest-ri-uhr /‘destria(r)/ 
desuetude state of disuse 
dess-wi-tyood /‘deswitju:d/ 
Sometimes also duh-syoo-uh-tyood. 


desultory lacking purpose 
dess-uhl-tuh-ri /‘desaltari/ 

detritus waste 
duh-try-tuhss /da'traitas/ 

Detroit city, US 
dubh-troyt /da'troit/ 

de trop not wanted 
duh troh /da 'trau/ 

Dettol trademark household disinfectant 
det-ol /‘detvl/ 

Dettori, Frankie Italian-born jockey 
det-aw-ri /de'ta:ri/ 

Deucalion Greek mythologicz] character 
dyoo-kay-li-uhn /dju:'kerlion/ 

deus ex machina unexpected event 
saving a hopeless situation 
day-uuss eks mak-i-nuh /,derus eks 
‘makina/ 
* See LATIN panel. 

deuteranopia colour blindness 
dyoo-tuh-ruh-noh-pi-uh 
/ dju:tare'neupie/ 
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Deutero-Isaiah supposed author of 
Isaiah 40-55 
dyoo-tuh-roh y-zy-uh /,dju:tarau 
AT'ZAla/ 
Deuteronomy book of the Bible 
dyoo-tuh-ron-uh-mi /,dju:ta'ronami/ 
Deutsche Bérse German stock 
exchange 
doytch-uh boer-zuh /,doitfa ‘boe(r)za/ 
Deutsche Mark former currency unit, 
Germany; also called Deutschmark 
doytch-uh mark /,doitfa 'ma:(r)k/ 
Deutschland German name for 
Germany 
doytch-lant /‘doitSlant/ 
Deutschmark former currency unit, 
Germany; also called Deutsche Mark 
doytch-mark /‘dortSma:(r)k/ 
Deva Hindu god 
day-vuh /‘derva/ 
devadasi dancer in a Hindu temple 
day-vuh-dah-si / detva'da:si/ 


de Valera, Eamon American-born Irish 


statesman 
ay-muhn duh vub-lair-uh /,ermen da 
va'le:ra/ 
de Valois, Ninette Irish ballet dancer 
nin-et duh val-wah /n1net da 'valwa:/ 
Devanagari Indian alphabet 
day-vuh-nah-gub-ri /,deiva'na:gari/ 
développé ballet movement 
dev-lop-ay /,devlo'pe1/ 
Devensian geological period 
duh-ven-zi-uhn /da'venzian/ 
Devereux British family name 
dev-uh-ruh, dev-uh-roo, 
dev-uh-rooks, dev-uh-reks, 
dev-uh-roh /‘devara/, /‘devaru:/, 
/‘deveru:ks/, /‘devareks/, /‘devarau/ 
Devi Hindu goddess 
day-vi /‘dervi/ 


de Villepin, Dominique French prime 


minister 
dom-ee-neek duh veel-pa(ng) 
/domi:ni:k da vi:l'pé/ 

devolution transfer of power to a lower 
level 
dee-vuh-loo-shuhn / di:va'lu:fan/ 


Commonly also dev-uh-loo-shuhn. 


Devonian relating to Devon 
dev-oh-ni-uhn /de'vaunian/ 


Deutero-Isaiah | dholak 


devoré velvet fabric 
duh-vaw-ray /da'va:ret/ 

de Vries, Adriaen Dutch sculptor 
ah-dri-ahn duh vreess /,a:dria:n da 
‘vri:s/ 

de Vries, Hugo Dutch botanist 
hue-khoh duh vreess /,hyxau do 
‘vri:s/ 

de Waart, Edo Dutch conductor 
ay-doh duh wart /,e1dau da ‘wa:(r)t/ 

Dewar, James Scottish chemist and 
physicist 
dyoo-uhr /‘dju:a(r)/ 

Dewey, John American philosopher 
dyoo-i /‘dju:i/ 

Dewi Welsh name for St David 
de-wi /‘dewi/ 

Dewsbury town, England 
dyooz-buh-ri /‘dju:zbari/ 

dexamethasone drug 
dek-suh-meth-uh-sohn 
/,deksa'‘me8asaun/ 

Dexedrine drug 
dek-suh-dreen /‘deksadri:n/ 

Dhaka (also Dacca) capital of 
Bangladesh 
dak-uh /‘daka/ 

dhal (also dal) split pulses 
dahl /da:1/ 

Dhanbad city, India 
dun-bad /‘danbad/ 

dhansak Indian dish 
dun-sahk /‘dansa:k/ 

Dharamsala Indian residence of the 
Dalai Lama 
durr-uhm-sah-luh /,daram'sa:lo/ 

dharma Buddhist and Hindu moral law 
dar-muh /‘da:(r)ma/ 

Dharuk Australian aboriginal language 
durr-uuk /‘daruk/ 

Dhaulagiri mountain massif, Himalayas 
dow-luh-girr-i /,davle’giri/ 

Dhelfoi see Delphi 

Dhilos see Delos 

Dhofar province, Oman 
doh-far /dau'fa:(r)/ 

dhol Indian drum 
dohi /daul/ 

dholak type of dhol 
doh-luhk /‘dautak/ 


dhole | didactic 


dhole Asian wild dog 
dohl /deol/ 

dhoti loincloth 
doh-ti /‘dauti/ 

dhurrie Indian cotton rug 
durr-i /'dari/ 

Diabaté, Toumani Malian kora player 
too-mah-ni dee-ab-at-ay /tu::ma:ni 
di:aba'ter/ 

diabetes insipidus form of diabetes 
dy-uh-bee-teez in-sip-id-uhss 
/data,bi:ti:z m'srprdes/ 

diabetes mellitus commonest form of 
diabetes 
dy-uh-bee-teez muh-ly-tuhss 
/data,bi:ti:z mo'Lattas/ 

diabolism devil worship 
dy-ab-uh-liz-uhm /dar'abalizem/ 

diacetylmorphine technical term for 
heroin 
dy-ass-uh-tyl-mor-feen 
/dat,asetarl'mo:(r)fi:n/ 

diaconal relating to a deacon 
dy-ak-uh-nuhl /dar'akenel/ 

diaconate office of deacon 
dy-ak-uh-nayt /dar'akeneit/ 

diacritic sign, such as an accent 
dy-uh-krit-ik /,dare'kritik/ 

diadem jewelled crown or headband 
dy-uh-dem /‘daredem/ 

Diadochi Macedonian generals 
dy-ad-uh-ki /dar'adeki/ 

diaeresis pl. diaereses mark (") 
dy-eer-iss-iss, pl. dy-eer-iss-eez 
/dar'tartsis/, pl. /-si:z/ 


Commonly also dy-err-iss-iss, 
dy-uh-ree-siss. 


Diaghilev, Sergei Russian ballet dancer 
suhr-gay di-ag-il-ef /sa(r),ger di'agilef/ 

Diageo beer, wine, and spirits company 
di-aj-i-oh /di'adgieu/ 

diagnose identify an illness 
dy-uhg-nohz /‘daregneuz/ 


Commonly also dy-uhg-nohz. 


dialyse purify by means of dialysis 
dy-uh-lyz /‘datalaiz/ 

dialysis pl. dialyses medical treatment 
dy-al-iss-iss, pl. dy-al-iss-eez 
/dar'alists/, pl. /-si:z/ 

diamante imitation diamond trimming 
dee-uh-mon-tay /di:e'mpntet/ 
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Less commonly also dy-uh-mant-i. 


diamantine made from diamonds 
dy-uh-man-teen / dare'manti:n/ 

Diana Roman goddess 
dy-an-uh /dar'ano/ 

dianthus plant 
dy-an-thuhss /dar'anées/ 

diaphanous delicate and translucent 
dy-af-uh-nuhss /dar'afenes/ 

diaphoresis sweating 
dy-uh-fuh-ree-siss / datefa'ri:s1s/ 
diarchy government by two independent 
authorities 
dy-ar-ki /‘data:(r)ki/ 

Dias, Bartolomeu Portuguese explorer 
bar-tol-uh-may-oo dee-uhsh 
/ba:(r)tole,metu: ‘di:af/ 

diaspora dispersion of the Jews beyond 
Israel 
dy-asp-uh-ruh /dar'aspara/ 

diastole phase of the heartbeat 
dy-ast-uh-li /dar'astali/ 

diathermy medical and surgical 
technique 
dy-uh-thur-mi /‘date,6a:(r)mi/ 

Diaz, Porfirio Mexican statesman 
por-feer-i-oh dee-ass /po:(r) freriao 
‘dizas/ 

diazepam drug of the benzodiazepine 
group 
dy-ayz-uh-pam /dar'erzapam/ 

As with other drugs in this group, the 
pronunciation -az-uh-pam is also common. 


Dibnah, Fred English steeplejack and 
broadcaster 
dib-nuh /‘dibne/ 

DiCaprio, Leonardo American actor 
lee-uh-nar-doh dik-ap-ri-oh 
/lizana:(r)dao di'kapriau/ 

dichotomy contrast between two things 
dy-kot-uh-mi /dar'kotami/ 

Sometimes also dik-ot-uh-mi. 


Dickensian relating to Charles Dickens 
dik-en-zi-uhn /dr'kenzien/ 
dictum 91. dicta formal pronouncement 
dik-tuhm, pl. dik-tuh /‘drktam/, pl. /-ta/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
didactic intended to teach 
dy-dak-tik /dardaktik/ 
Sometimes also did-ak-tik. 
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dideoxycytidine Aids drug 
dy-di-oks-i-sy-tid-een 
/ datdipksi'sartidimn/ 

dideoxyinosine Aids drug 
dy-di-oks-i-in-oh-seen 
/ daidinksi'mausi:n/ 

Diderot, Denis French philosopher 
duh-nee dee-duh-roh /da,ni: 
di:do'rau/ 

didgeridoo (also didjeridu) Australian 
Aboriginal musical instrument 
dij-uh-rid-oo /,did3err'du:/ 

Dido Roman mythological name 
dy-doh /‘daidau/ 

Dido English singer 
dy-doh /‘daidau/ 

Didyma ancient sanctuary, Asia Minor 
did-im-uh /‘didime/ 

Die Fledermaus operetta by Strauss 
dee flay-duhr-mowss /di: 
‘flerda(r)maus/ 

Diego Garcia island, Chagos 
Archipelago 
di-ay-goh gar-see-uh /di,e1gau 
ga:(r)'si:a/ 

Dien Bien Phu town, Vietnam 
dee-uhn bee-uhn foo /,di:an bi:an 
‘fu:/ 

Dieppe port, France 
dyep /djep/ 

Diesel, Rudolf French-born German 
engineer 
roo-dolf dee-zuhl /ru:dolf ‘di:zal/ 

Dies Irae ‘Day of Wrath’ (Latin) 
dee-ez eer-y / di:ez ‘1ara1/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

Dietrich, Marlene German-born 
American actress and singer 
mar-lay-nuh dee-trik /ma:(r),leme 
‘dictrik/, German [‘di:tri¢] 
© Family name anglicized. 

Dieu et mon droit ‘God and my right’ 
(French), the motto of the British 
monarch 
dyoe ay mo(ng) drwah /,dje er m5 
‘drwa:/ 

Die Walkiire opera by Wagner 
dee val-kue-ruh /di: val'ky:ra/ 


Sometimes also dee val-kue-ruh; the 
English version of the title is The Valkyrie. 


Die Welt German newspaper 
dee velt /di: 'velt/ 


dideoxycytidine | dimissory 


Die Zauberflite opera by Mozart; ‘the 
magic flute’ 
dee tsow-buhr-floe-tuh /di: 
‘tsauba(r) fle:ta/ 
digamma letter of the Greek alphabet 
dy-gam-uh /dar'gamo/ 
digest summary of information 
dy-jest /‘daid3est/ 
digest break down 
dy-jest /dar'd3est/ 
Sometimes also dij-est. 
digestif drink 
dee-zhest-eef / di:ze'sti:f/ 
digitalis drug 
dij-it-ay-liss /,did3r'terlis/ 
diglossia situation in which two 
languages are used under different 
conditions 
dy-gloss-i-uh /dar'glvsie/ 
digraph combination of two letters 
representing one sound 
dy-grahf /‘daigra:f/ 
dihedral having two plane faces 
dy-hee-druhl /dar‘hi:dral/ 
Dijla see Tigris 
Dijon city, France 
dee-zho(ng) /di:'33/ 
dilate make wider 
dy-layt /dar'lert/ 


Sometimes also dil-ayt. 


dilatory slow to act 
dil-uh-tuh-ri /‘diletari/ 

dilemma situation with a difficult choice 
dil-em-uh /dr'lema/ 
Commonly also dy-lem-uh. 


Dili port, Indonesia 
dee-lee /‘di:li:/ 
dilophosaurus dinosaur 
dy-loh-fuh-saw-ruhss 
/dai,leufa'so:res/ 
DiMaggio, Joe American baseball 
player 
dim-aj-i-oh /dr'mad3iau/ 
dimension measurable extent 
dy-men-shuhn /dar'menJon/ 
Sometimes also dim-en-shuhn. 


dimissory denoting formal permission 
from a bishop 
dim-iss-uh-ri /‘drmisori/ 


dimity | Disko 


dimity cotton fabric 
dim-it-i /‘dimiti/ 

dim sum Chinese dish 
dim sum /,dim 'sam/ 

dinar currency unit, Bosnia and Serbia 
dee-nar /‘di:na:(r)/ 

Dinaric Alps mountain range, Balkans 
din-arr-ik /di'narik/ 

dinero money 
din-air-oh /drne:rau/ 

Ding an sich ‘thing in itself’ (German) 
ding an zikh /,dry an ‘z1¢/ 

dinghy small boat 
ding-i /‘dini/ 


Sometimes also ding-gi. 


Dinka Sudanese ethnic group 
dink-uh /‘dinke/ 
diocesan relating to a diocese 
dy-oss-uh-suhn /dar'psesan/ 
diocese pl. dioceses district under the 
jurisdiction of a bishop 
dy-uh-siss, pl. dy-uh-seez /‘daresis/, pl. 
/-sizxz/ 
Diocletian Roman emperor 
dy-uh-klee-shuhn /,dato‘kli:fan/ 
diode semiconductor device 
dy-ohd /‘daraud/ 
Diogenes Greek philosopher 
dy-oj-uh-neez /dar'nd3ani:z/ 
Diomedes Greek mythological character 
dy-uh-mee-deez /dara'mi:di:z/ 
Dione moon of Saturn 
dy-oh-ni /dar'auni/ 
Dionysiac relating to Dionysus 
dy-uh-niz-i-ak /,dara'niziak/ 
Dionysius name of two rulers of 
Syracuse 
dy-uh-niss-i-uhss /,data'nisias/ 
Dionysius Exiguus Scythian monk and 
scholar 
dy-uh-niss-i-uhss eg-zig-yoo-uhss 
/,data,nisias eg'z1gjues/ 
Dionysius the Areopagite Greek 
churchman 
dy-uh-niss-i-uhss arr-i-op-uh-gyt 
/,data,nisias ,ari'ppagait/ 
Dionysus Greek god 
dy-uh-ny-suhss /,dara'natsas/ 
Diophantus Greek mathematician 
dy-uh-fan-tuhss / date'fantas/ 
Dior, Christian French couturier 
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krist-i-uhn di-or /kristian di'o:(r)/, 
French [kristja djo:r] 
© Established anglicization. 
Dioscuri Greek mythological characters 
dy-osk-yuu-ri /dar‘oskjuri/ 
diphtheria bacterial disease 
dif-theer-i-uh /dif‘61erie/ 
Commonly also dip-theer-i-uh. 


diphthong two vowel sounds combined 
in a single syllable 
dif-thong /‘diféon/ 


Commonly also dip-thong. 


diplococcus pl. diplococci bacterium 
dip-loh-kok-uhss, pl. dip-loh-kok-y 
/,dtplau'kokas/, pl. /-kat/ 
Plural is sometimes also -kok-sy; see LATIN 
panel. 


diplodocus dinosaur 
dip-lod-uh-kuhss /dr'plodakas/ 


Commonly also dip-loh-doh-kuhss. 


Dirac, Paul English physicist 
dirr-ak /dr'rak/ 


direct straight 
dy-rekt /darrekt/ 


Commonly also duh-rekt, especially in AM. 


direction guidance 
dy-rek-shuhn /dar'rekfan/ 


Commonly also duh-rek-shuhn. 


dirge lament for the dead 
durj /da:(r)d3/ 
dirham currency unit, Morocco and the 
United Arab Emirates 
deer-huhm /'dia(r)hem/ 
dirigible airship 
dirr-ij-ib-uhl /‘dirid3rbel/ 
diriment impediment factor which 
invalidates a marriage 
dirr-im-uhnt im-ped-im-uhnt 
/ diriment mm'pedimant/ 
dirk dagger 
durk /do:(r)k/ 
disinter dig up 
diss-in-tur /,disin'ta:(r)/ 
disinvoltura self-assurance 
diss-in-vol-tyoor-uh / dismnvol'tjuara/ 
Disko island, Greenland 
disk-oh /‘diskau/ 
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Dismas biblical name divorced person 
diss-muhss /‘dismos/ div-or-see /,divo:(r)'si:/ 
disomy chromosomal condition Sometimes also div-or-say. 


dy-soh-mi /dar'saumi/ 
Dispur city, India 

disp-oor /dis'pua(r)/ 
Disraeli, Benjamin English statesman Sometimes also div-ulj. 


divulge make known 
dy-vulj /dar'vald3/ 


diz-ray-li /diz'reiti/ Diwali Hindu festival 

dissect cut up di-wah-li /di'wa:li/ 
dy-sekt /dar'sekt/ diwan administrative office 
Commonly also diss-ekt. di-wahn /di'wa:n/ 

distaff spindle diya oil lamp _ 
dist-ahf /‘dista:f/ dee-yuh 'di:jo/ ; 

Di Stefano, Alfredo Argentinian-born Diyarbakir city and province, Turkey 
Spanish footballer di-yar-buh-kur /di'ja:(r)ba,ka:(r)/ 
al-fray-thoh di stef-uh-noh /alfreiéauDjakarta see Jakarta 
di ‘stefonav/ djellaba (also djellabah or jellaba) 

Di Stefano, Giovanni Italian-English hooded cloak 
lawyer jel-uh-buh /‘d3elabo/ 
juh-vah-ni di stef-uh-noh /d3e,va:ni di Djerba (also Jerba) island, Tunisia 
nage ‘ jair-buh /‘d3e:(r)ba/ 

Distel, Sasha French singer jibouti (also Jibuti t 
sash-uh dist-el /saJa dis'tel/ py eee eure eSeer 


distich pair of verse lines 


dist-ik /distik/ Djindji¢, Zoran Serbian statesman 


Zorr-an jin-jitch /,zoran ‘d3md3its/ 


distribute deal out Dj : : 
sone : ae urgarden island in Stockholm; also a 
dist-rib-yoot /di'stribju:t/ football team 
Sometimes also dist-rib-yoot. yoor-gor-duhn /’jua(r),go:(r)dan/ 
disulfiram drug used in the treatment of Dnieper river, eastern Europe 
alcoholism dnee-puhr /‘dni:pa(r)/ 
dy-sul-firr-am /dar'salftram/ Established anglicization. The Russian 
divagate stray or digress Raine is Dnepr, pronounced dnyep-uhr 
dy-vuh-gayt /‘darvageit/ Cd’n’epr]. 
divan bed Dniester river, eastern Europe 
div-an /di'van/ dnee-stuhr /‘dni:sta(r)/ 
diverse showing variety Established anglicization. The Russian 
dy-vurss /dar'va:(r)s/ name is Dnestr, pronounced dnyest-uhr 
Sometimes also dy-vurss. (din‘estr]. 
diversity state of being diverse Dniprodzerzhinsk city, Ukraine 
dy-vur-sit-i /dar'va:(r)stti/ dnee-pruhd-zuhr-zhinsk 
Z = / dni:pradza(r)'31nsk/ 
Sometimes also div-ur-sit-i. . : , 
; Dnipropetrovsk city, Ukraine 
Dives river, France dnee-pruh-puht-rofsk 
deev /di:v/ /,dni:prepe'trofsk/ 
Dives ‘rich man’ (Latin) Dobermann pinscher breed of dog 
dy-veez /‘datvi:z/ doh-buhr-muhn pinsh-uhr 
© See LATIN panel. /, dauba(r)men 'pinfa(r)/ 
divisi musical term dobra currency unit, Sio Tomé and 
div-ee-si /di'vi:si/ Princi 


divorcee (also divorcé or divorcée) dob-ruh /‘dvbra/ 


Dobrich | dolorimeter 


Dobrich city, Bulgaria 
dob-ritch /‘dobritS/ 

dobro trademark acoustic guitar 
doh-broh /‘daubrau/ 

Dobruja district, Romania and Bulgaria 
dob-ruu-yuh /‘dobruja/ 

docent member of university teaching 
staff 
doh-suhnt /‘dausent/ 

doctorate the highest degree awarded by 
a university faculty 
dok-tuh-ruht /‘dokterat/ 

Doctor Faustus play by Marlowe 
fow-stuhss /‘faustas/ 


Sometimes also faw-stuhss. 


Doctor Jekyll fictional character 
jek-uhl /‘d3ekal/ 


The pronunciation used in the 1932 film Dr 
Jekyll and Mr Hyde, however, is jee-kuhl. 


Doctor Zhivago novel by Pasternak 
zhiv-ah-goh /31'va:gau/ 
doctrinal relating to a doctrine 
dok-try-nuhl /dok'tramel/ 
dodecagon plane figure with twelve 
straight sides 
doh-dek-uh-guhn /dau'dekegan/ 
dodecahedron p|. dodecahedra 
three-dimensional shape with twelve 
plane faces 
doh-dek-uh-hee-druhn, 
pl. doh-dek-uh-hee-druh 
/ daudeke’hi:dran/, pl. /-dra/ 


Sometimes also doh-dek-uh-hed-ruhn; 
standard -s plural is also possible. 


Dodecanese islands, Greece 
doh-dek-uh-neez / daudeka'ni:z/ 

dodo extinct flightless bird 
doh-doh /‘daudau/ 

Dodoma capital of Tanzania 
doh-doh-muh /dau'deume/ 

doggerel comic verse 
dog-uh-ruhl /‘dogarel/ 

Dogrib Canadian ethnic group 
dog-rib /‘dogrib/ 

Doha capital of Qatar 
doh-hah /‘davha:/ 

Doherty, Pete English musician 
dokh-uhr-ti /‘doxa(r)ti/ 
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This British surname is variously 
pronounced dokh-uhr-ti, do-huhr-ti, 
doh-huhr-ti, doh-uhr-ti, and dok-uhr-ti, 
depending on individual preference. 


Dohnanyi, Ern6é Hungarian musician 
air-noe dokh-nahn-yi /,(r)no: 
‘dpxna:nji/ 

Doisneau, Robert French 
photographer 
rob-air dwan-oh /rv,be:(r) dwa‘nau/ 

dojo judo hall 
doh-joh /‘daud3eu/ 

Dokié, Jelena Serbian-born Australian 
tennis player 
yuh-lay-nuh dok-itch /ja'leme ‘dokitS/ 

Dolby trademark electronic 
noise-reduction system 
dol-bi /‘dnlbi/ 

dolce musical term 
dol-chay /‘doltSer/ 

Dolcelatte trademark Italian cheese 
dol-chuh-tah-tay /,doltfa'la:ter/ 

dolce vita life of pleasure and luxury 
dol-chay vee-tuh /,dvltfer 'vi:te/ 

doldrums state of stagnation or 
depression 
dol-druhmz /‘dvldramz/ 

doli capax legal term 
dol-i kap-aks /,doli 'kapaks/ 

Dolin, Anton English ballet dancer 
an-tuhn dol-in /,antan ‘dolin/ 

D’Oliveira, Basil South African-born 
English cricketer 
dol-iv-eer-uh / dplr'viera/ 

Dollfuss, Engelbert Austrian 
statesman 
eng-uhl-bairt dol-fooss /,enalbe:(r)t 
‘dolfu:s/ 

dolma p|. dolmades Greek and Turkish 
dish 
dol-muh, pl. dol-mah-thez /‘dolma/, 
pl. /-'ma:dez/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
dolman Turkish robe 
dol-muhn /‘dolmen/ 

dolmen megalithic tomb 
dol-men /‘dolmen/ 

dolmus shared taxi 
dol-muush /‘dolmoS/ 

dolorimeter instrument for measuring 
pain 
dol-uh-rim-uh-tuhr / dplo'rrmata(r)/ 
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dolorous expressing sorrow or distress 
dol-uh-ruhss /‘dpleras/ 

dolour state of sorrow or distress 
dol-uhr /‘dola(r)/ 

domaine vineyard 
duh-mayn /da'mein/ 

dombra musical instrument 
dom-bruh /‘dombra/ 

Domesday Middle English spelling of 
doomsday 
doomz-day /‘du:mzdet/ 

domicile country that a person treats as 
their permanent home 
dom-i-syl /‘domisatl/ 

dominatrix p|. dominatrices 
dominating woman 
dom-in-ay-triks, 
pl. dom-in-ay-triss-eez 
/,domr'nettriks/, pl. /-trisi:z/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 

Domingo, Placido Spanish tenor 
plass-id-oh dom-eeng-goh / plasidau 
dn'mi:ngau/ 

Dominic, St Spanish priest and friar 
dom-in-ik /‘dommik/ 

Dominica island, Caribbean 
dom-in-ee-kuh / dpmr'ni:ka/ 

dominical relating to Sundays 
duh-min-ik-uhl /de'minrkal/ 

Dominican Roman Catholic order 
duh-min-ik-uhn /do'mmikan/ 

Dominican relating to the island of 
Dominica 
dom-in-ee-kuhn /,domr'ni:kan/ 

Dominican Republic country 
duh-min-ik-uhn /da'mmiken/ 

dominie schoolmaster 
dom-in-i /‘dommi/ 

Domino, Fats American pianist 
dom-in-oh /'dommau/ 

Domitian Roman emperor 
duh-mish-uhn /da'mifan/ 

Don river, Russia 
don /dvn/ 

Donatello Italian sculptor 
don-uh-tel-oh / dona'telau/ 

Donati, Giambattista Italian 
astronomer 
jam-bat-ee-stuh don-ah-ti 
/d3amba ,ti:sta do'na:ti/ 

Donatus, Aelius Roman grammarian 
ee-li-uhss duh-nay-tuhss /,i:lias 


dolorous | Don Quixote 


da'neitas/ 
Donau see Danube 


Doncaster town, England 
donk-uh-stuhr /‘donkesta(r)/ 


Donegal county, Republic of Ireland 
don-uh-gawil /,donea'ga:l/ 


Commonly also dun-uh-gawl. 
doner kebab Turkish dish 
don-uhr /‘dona(r)/ 


Established anglicization. The Turkish word 
is déner, pronounced doen-air. 


Donets river, eastern Europe 
don-yets /do'njets/ 

Donetsk city, Ukraine 
don-etsk /do'netsk/ 


This is the Ukrainian pronunciation; the 
Russian is don-yetsk. 


Don Giovanni opera by Verdi 
don juh-vah-ni /don dge'va:ni/ 
D6nitz, Karl German Second World 
War admiral 
karl doe-nits /,ka:(r)l ‘do:nits/ 
Donizetti, Gaetano Italian composer 
gah-uh-tah-noh don-it-set-i 
/ga:a,ta:nav donr'tseti/ 
donjon tower or innermost keep of a 
castle 
don-juhn /‘dond3zan/ 
Don Juan legendary Spanish nobleman 
don hwahn /don ‘hwa:n/, [don 'xwan] 
Established anglicization. There is also an 


old-fashioned anglicized version, don 
joo-uhn. 


Donne, John English poet and preacher 
dun /dan/ 

donnée (also donné) subject or theme of 
a narrative 
don-ay /‘dpnez/ 

Donohoe, Amanda English actress 
don-uh-hoh /‘donahau/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced don-uh-hoh and dun-uh-hoo, 
depending on individual preference. 


Don Quixote novel by Cervantes 
don kee-hoh-ti /don ki‘havti/, Spanish 
[don ki‘xote] 
Established anglicization. There is also an 
old-fashioned anglicized version, don 


kwik-sot. 


Doornik | Douro 


Doornik see Tournai 
dopamine compound present in the 
body 
doh-puh-meen /‘davpemi:n/ 
dopiaza Indian dish 
doh-pi-ah-zuh /‘daupia:za/ 
doppelganger apparition or double of a 
living person 
dop-uhl-geng-uhr /‘dopal,gena(r)/ 
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dossal ornamental cloth 
doss-uhl /‘dosal/ 


Dos Santos, José Eduardo president 
of Angola 
zhuuz-ay uhd-war-doo duush 
sant-uush /3u,zer ad,wa:(r)dau dus 
‘santuS/ 


dossier collection of documents 
doss-i-ay /‘dvsier/ 


This word often appears in English as 
doppelganger, pronounced 
dop-uhl-gang-uhr. 


Doppler, Johann Christian Austrian 
physicist 
yoh-han krist-i-an dop-luhr /,jauhan 
ikristian 'dople(r)/ 
dor beetle 
dor /do:(r)/ 
Dorado constellation 
duh-rah-doh /de'ra:dau/ 
Dorchester town, England 
dor-chist-uhr /‘do:(r)tSista(r)/ 
Dordogne river and department, France 
dor-doyn /do:(r)'dom/, [dordon] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Dordrecht city, Netherlands 
dor-drekht /‘do:(r)drext/ 


Also known as Dort, pronounced dort. 


Doré, Gustave French book illustrator 


gue-stahv daw-ray /gy,sta:v do:'re1/ 
dorje Buddhist symbol 
dor-jay /‘do:(r)d3er/ 
Dormobile trademark motor caravan 
dor-muh-beel /‘do:(r)mabi:1/ 
doronicum plant 
duh-ron-ik-uhm /de'rontkam/ 
Dorset county, England 
dor-suht /‘do:(r)sat/ 
Dort see Dordrecht 
Dortmund city, Germany 
dort-muunt /'do:(r)tmunt/ 
dory small rowing boat 
daw-ri /‘do:ri/ 
dosa pl. dosai type of pancake 
doh-suh, pl. doh-sy /‘dausa/, pl. /-sar/ 
* Standard -s plural is aiso possible. 
do-si-do dance step 
doh si doh /,dau si ‘dau/ 


Dos Passos, John American novelist 
doss pass-oss /dps 'pasps/ 


Sometimes also doss-i-uhr. 


dost archaic second person singular 
present of do 
dust /dast/ 


Dostoevsky, Fyodor (also 
Dostoyevsky) Russian novelist 
fyod-uhr dost-uh-yef-ski /,fjpda(r) 
dosta'jefski/ 

doth archaic third person singular 
present of do 
duth /daé/ 


Douala city, Cameroon 
doo-ah-luh /du:‘a:la/ 

Douay Bible translation of the Bible 
dow-ay /‘dauei/ 


The place in France, now spelt Douai, is 
pronounced doo-ay. 


Doubs river and department, France 
doo /du:/ 
douce sober and sedate 
dooss /du:s/ 
douceur financial inducement 
doo-sur /du:'sa:(r)/ 
Douglas-Home, Alec British 
statesman 
dug-luhss hyoom /,daglas 'hju:m/ 
doula woman giving support to another 
woman during childbirth 
doo-luh /‘du:la/ 
Doulton trademark type of pottery or 
porcelain 
dohi-tuhn /‘daultan/ 
dour severe and gloomy 
door /‘dua(r)/ 


Commonly also dow-uhr. 


Douro river, Portugal 
door-oh /‘duarau/, (‘doru] 


Established anglicization. The Spanish 
name is Duero, pronounced dwair-oh. 


107 
Dowding, Hugh British Marshal of the 
RAF 


dow-ding /‘daudim/ 
dower widow’s share for life of her 
husband’s estate 
dow-uhr /‘daua(r)/ 
Dow Jones index New York Stock 
Exchange shares index 
dow johnz /dau 'd3aunz/ 
Dowson, Ernest English poet 
dow-suhn /‘dausen/ 
doxycycline antibiotic 
dok-si-sy-kleen / doksi'sarklizn/ 
Doyle, Arthur Conan Scottish novelist 
koh-nuhn doyl /,kaunan ‘dorl/ 
D’Oyly Carte, Richard English 
impresario and producer 
doy-li kart / dotli ‘ka:(r)t/ 
dracaena shrub or tree 
druh-see-nuh /dre'si:na/ 
drachm unit of weight 
dram /dram/ 
drachma pl. drachmae former currency 
unit, Greece 
drak-muh, pl. drak-mee /‘drakma/, pl. 
/-mi:/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Draco Athenian legislator 
dray-koh /‘dretkau/ 
draconian harsh and severe 
druh-koh-ni-uhn /dra'kounian/ 
Dracula novel by Bram Stoker 
drak-yuul-uh /‘drakjola/ 
dragée sweet 
drah-zhay /‘dra:3et/ 
Draghi, Giovanni Italian composer 
juh-vah-ni drah-gi /d39,va:ni ‘dra:gi/ 
dragoman interpreter or guide 
drag-oh-muhn /‘drageumen/ 
dragonnade persecution by Louis XIV 
against French Protestants 
drag-uh-nayd /,drage'nerd/ 
dragoon cavalry soldier 
druh-goon /dra‘gu:n/ 
Drakensberg Mountains range of 
mountains, southern Africa 
drah-kuhnz-burg /‘dra:kenz,be(r)g/ 
Dralon trademark synthetic textile 
dray-lon /‘dretlon/ 
dram smal! drink of whisky or other 
spirits 
dram /dram/ 


Dowding, Hugh | dromaeosaurid 


dram currency unit, Armenia 
drahm /dra:m/ 

Dramamine trademark antihistamine 
dram-uh-meen /‘dramemi:n/ 

Drambuie trademark Scotch whisky 
liqueur 
dram-byoo-i /dram'bju:i/ 

Drammen port, Norway 
dram-uhn /‘draman/ 

Drang nach Osten former German 
policy of eastward expansion 
drang nahkh ost-uhn /,dran na:x 
‘psten/ 

Dravidian family of languages spoken in 
India and Sri Lanka 
druh-vid-i-uhn /dre'vidian/ 

dreidel four-sided spinning top with a 
Hebrew letter on each side 
dray-duhl /‘drerdal/ 

Dreiser, Theodore American novelist 
dry-suhr /‘dratsa(r)/ 

Drenthe province, Netherlands 
dren-tuh /‘drenta/ 

Dresden city, Germany 
drez-duhn /‘drezden/, ['dre:sdn] 

* Established anglicization. 

dressage art of riding and training a 
horse 
dress-ahzh /'dresa:3/ 

Dreux town, France 
droe /dra/ 

Dreyfus, Alfred French army officer 
al-fruhd dray-fuhss /,alfrad ‘dreifas/, 
{alfred drefys ] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Dreyfuss, Richard American actor 
dry-fuhss /‘dratfas/ 

Dr see Doctor 

Drogheda port, Republic of Ireland 
droy-uh-duh /‘drateda/ 

drogue device towed behind a boat or 
aircraft 
drohg /draug/ 

droid robot 
droyd /dratd/ 

dromaeosaur dinosaur; also called 
dromaeosaurid 
droh-mi-oh-sor /‘draumiouso:(r)/ 

dromaeosaurid dinosaur; also called 
dromaeosaur 
droh-mi-oh-saw-rid 
/ dreomisv'so:rid/ 


dromedary | duiker 


dromedary Arabian camel 
drom-uh-duh-ri /‘dromedari/ 


Sometimes also drum-uh-dub-ri. 


dromond medieval ship 
drom-uhnd /‘dromend/ 


Sometimes also drum-uhnd. 


dromos pi. dromoi passage leading into 
an ancient Greek temple or tomb 
drom-oss, pl. drom-oy /‘dromps/, pl. 
/-mo1/ 

droshky Russian carriage 
drosh-ki /‘drofki/ 

Drouzhba resort, Bulgaria 
droozh-buh /‘dru:3ba/ 

drugget floor covering 
drug-it /‘dragit/ 

Druid priest in the ancient Celtic religion 
droo-id /‘dru:d/ 

Drumcondra suburb of Dublin 
drum-kond-ruh /dram‘kondra/ 

drumlin small hill 
drum-lin /‘dramlin/ 

drupe fruit 
droop /dru:p/ 

drupel individual drupes forming a fruit 
such as a raspberry 
droo-puhl /‘dru:pal/ 

Drury Lane site in London 
droor-i /‘druari/ 

Druze political and religious sect of 
Islamic origin 
drooz /dru:z/ 

dryad nymph 
dry-ad /'dratad/ 

dryas plant 
dry-uhss /‘dratas/ 

Dryopithecus fossil anthropoid ape 
dry-uh-pith-uh-kuhss / drata'pr8akas/ 

Dubai state, United Arab Emirates 
doo-by /du:'bat/ 

Du Barry, Jeanne Bécu French 
courtier 
zhan bay-kue due barr-ee /,3an bet,ky 
dy ba'ri:/ 

Dubéek, Alexander Czechoslovak 
statesman 
al-ek-san-duhr duub-chek 
/ aleksanda(r) 'dubtfek/ 

dubiety state of being doubtful 
dyoo-by-it-i /dju:'bamti/ 
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dubnium chemical element 
dub-ni-uhm /‘dabniam/ 
Dubno city, Ukraine 
doob-nuh /‘du:bna/ 
Du Bois, W. E. B. American writer 
doo boyz /du: 'borz/ 
Dubonnet trademark French red 
vermouth 
dyoo-bon-ay /dju:'bone1/, [dybone] 
* Established anglicization. 
Dubrovnik port, Croatia 
duub-rov-nik /do'brovnik/ 
Dubuffet, Jean French painter 
zhah(ng) due-bue-fay /,3a dyby'fet/ 
Dubuque city, US 
duh-byook /da'bju:k/ 
ducat gold coin 
duk-uht /‘dakat/ 
Duccio Italian painter 
doo-choh /‘du:tSau/ 
Duce title assumed by Benito Mussolini 
doo-chay /‘du:tSer/ 
Ducett, Lyse Canadian BBC journalist 
leez doo-set / li:z du:'set/ 
Duchamp, Marcel French-born 
American artist 
mar-sel due-shah(ng) /ma:(r),sel 
dy'fa/ 
Duchenne form of muscular dystrophy 
doo-shen /du:'fen/ 
duchesse satin 
doo-shess /du:'Jes/ 
duduk woodwind instrument 
duud-ook /du'du:k/ 
duende quality of passion and 
inspiration 
doo-en-day /du:'ende1/ 
duenna governess 
doo-en-uh /du:'eno/ 
Duero see Douro 
Dufay, Guillaume French composer 
gee-yohm due-fay /gi:,jaum dy'fer/ 
Dufy, Raoul French painter and textile 
designer 
rah-ool due-fee /ra:,u:l dy'fi:/ 
dugite venomous snake 
dyoo-gyt /‘dju:gait/ 
duiker African antelope 
dy-kuhr /‘datke(r)/ 
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Duisburg city, Germany 
dyooz-burg /‘dju:zba:(r)g/, German 
(‘dy:sburk ] 

* Established anglicization. 

Duisenberg, Wim Dutch banker and 
politician 
wim dow-suhn-bairkh /,.wim 
‘dausanbe:(r)x/, ['deetsanberx] 
® This is the usual pronunciation in 
English. 

Dujail, al- town, Iraq 
uh-duu-jyl /ado'd3atl/ 

* See ARABIC panel. 

Dukas, Paul French composer 
pol due-kass / pol dy'kas/ 

dukun traditional healer 
doo-kun /‘du:kan/ 

dulcamara extract of woody nightshade 
dul-kuh-mair-uh / dalka'me:re/ 

dulcet sweet and soothing 
dul-suht /‘dalsat/ 

dulcian musical instrument 
dul-si-uhn /‘dalsion/ 

dulciana organ stop 
dul-si-ah-nuh / dalsi'a:na/ 

dulcimer musical instrument 
dul-sim-uhr /‘dalstma(r)/ 

dulcitone musical instrument 
dul-sit-ohn /‘dalsttaun/ 

dulia reverence accorded to saints 
and angels 
dyuul-y-uh /dju'lare/ 

Dulles airport in Washington DC 
dul-uhss /‘dalas/ 

dulse edible seaweed 
dulss /dals/ 

Duluth port, US 
duh-looth /de'lu:6/ 

Duma lower house of the Russian 
parliament 
doo-muh /'du:ma/ 

Dumas, Alexandre (fils) French 
novelist 
al-ek-sah(ng)-druh due-mah (feess) 
/alek,sadra dy’ma: (fi:s)/ 


More anglicized pronunciations, such as 
dyoo-mah or doo-mah, are also common. 


Du Maurier, Daphne English novelist 
doo morr-i-ay /du: 'moriet/ 

Dumbarton town, Scotland 
dum-bar-tuhn /dam'ba:(r)ten/ 


Duisburg | Dunmow, Great 


Dumfries town, Scotland 
dum-freess /dam'‘fri:s/ 

dumka p!. dumky Slavic music 
duum-kuh, pl. duum-ki /‘dumka/, pl. 
/‘dumki/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Dumyat see Damietta 

Dunajec river, Poland 
doo-ny-ets /du:’narets/ 

dunam measure of land area in the 
former Turkish empire 
duun-uhm /‘dunam/ 

Dunbar, William Scottish poet 
dun-bar /dan'ba:(r)/ 

Dunbartonshire former county, 
Scotland 
dun-bar-tuhn-shuhr 
/dan'ba:(r)tenfa(r)/ 

Dunblane town, Scotland 
dun-blayn /dan’blem/ 

Dundalk town, Republic of Ireland 
dun-dawk /dan'do:k/ 

Dunedin city, New Zealand 
dun-ee-din /da‘ni:din/ 

Dunfermline town, Scotland 
dun-furm-lin /dan'fe:(r)mlin/ 

Dungarvan town, Republic of Ireland 
dun-gar-vuhn /dan'ga:(r)ven/ 

Dungeness crab type of crab 
dun-juh-ness /,dand3a'nes/ 

Dunhuang town, China 
duun-khwang /,dun'xwan/ 

Dunker sect of Baptist Christians 
dunk-uhr /‘danka(r)/ 

Dunkirk port, France 
dun-kurk /dan'ka:(r)k/ 
Established anglicization. The French name 


is Dunkerque, pronounced doe(ng)-kairk 
(de@kerk]. 


Dun Laoghaire port, Republic of 
Ireland 
dun leer-i /dan ‘lrori/ 


Dunlop, John Boyd Scottish inventor 
dun-lop /‘danlop/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced dun-lop and dun-lop, 
depending on individual preference. The 
Scottish place name is dun-lop, and the tyre 
and sports goods company is dun-lop. 


Dunmow, Great town, England 
dun-moh /‘danmav/ 


Duns Scotus, John | Dushanbe 


Duns Scotus, John Scottish theologian 
and scholar 
dunz skoh-tuhss /danz ‘skautes/ 
Dunst, Kirsten American actress 
keer-stuhn dunst / kia(r)stan ‘danst/ 
Dunstable, John English composer 
dun-stuh-buhl /‘danstabeal/ 
Dunstan, St Anglo-Saxon prelate 
dun-stuhn /‘danstan/ 
duodenary based on the number twelve 
dyoo-uh-dee-nuh-ri /,dju:a'di:nari/ 
duodenum pl. duodena part of the small 
intestine 
dyoo-uh-dee-nuhm, 
pl. dyoo-uh-dee-nuh /,dju:a'di:nam/, 
pl. /-'dimne/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
duomo Italian cathedral 
dwoh-moh /‘'dweumeau/ 
Duparc, Henri French composer 
ah(ng)-ree due-park /4,ri: dy'pa:(r)k/ 
dupatta Indian scarf 
duup-ut-uh /du'pata/ 
dupion silk fabric 
dyoo-pi-uhn /‘dju:pian/ 
duple musical term 
dyoo-puhl /‘dju:pal/ 
dupondius pl. dupondii Roman coin 
dyoo-pon-di-uhss, dyoo-pon-di-y 
/dju:'pondias/, pl. /-diat/ 
du Pré, Jacqueline English cellist 
zhak-leen due pray /,3akli:n dy ‘pre1/ 
Dupuytren, Guillaume French 
surgeon 
gee-yohm due-pwee-tra(ng) /gi:,jaum 
dypwi:'tré/ 
Dupuytren’s contracture medical 
condition 
doop-wee-truhnss /du:'pwi:trans/ 
Duque de Caxias city, Brazil 
doo-ki ji kuh-shee-uhss /,du:ki d3i 
ka'Ji:as/ 
Duralumin trademark alloy of aluminium 
dyuu-ral-yuum-in /djo'raljumm/ 
dura mater membrane enveloping the 
brain and spinal cord 
dyoor-uh may-tuhr / djuara 'merta(r)/ 
Duran Duran English pop group 
dyuu-ran dyuu-ran /dju,ran dju'ran/ 
Durango state, Mexico 
doo-rang-goh /du:'rangau/ 
Durao Barroso, José Manuel 
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Portuguese politician 

zhuuz-ay muhn-wel duu-row(ng) 
buh-roh-zoo /3u,zer man,wel du,ra0 
ba'rauzu:/ 

* See PORTUGUESE panel. 

Duras, Marguerite French novelist 
mar-guh-reet due-rahss /ma:(r)ga,ri:t 
dy'ra:s/ 

Durazzo see Durrés 

durbar court of an Indian ruler 
dur-bar /‘da:(r)ba:(r)/ 

Diirer, Albrecht German engraver and 
painter 
al-brekht due-ruhr /,albrect ‘dy:ra(r)/ 
A more anglicized pronunciation, 
dyoor-uhr, is also very common. 


duress threats or violence 
dyuu-ress /dju'res/ 

Durey, Louis French composer 
lwee due-ray /,lwi: dy're1/ 

Durga Hindu goddess 
door-guh /‘dua(r)ga/ 

Durgapur city, India 
door-guh-poor /,dua(r)ge'pua(r)/ 

Durham city, England 
durr-uhm /‘darem/ 

durian tropical fruit 
door-i-uhn /‘duarian/ 

Durkheim, Emile French sociologist 
ay-meel durk-hym /e1,mi:] 
‘da:(r)khanm/, (emil dyrkem] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

durra kind of corn 
duu-ruh /‘dura/ 

Durrell, Gerald English zoologist and 
writer 
durr-uhl /‘daral/ 
¢ The same pronunciation is used for his 
brother, the writer Lawrence Durrell. 

Durrés port, Albania 
duu-ruhss /‘duras/ 


The Italian name is Durazzo, pronounced 
duu-rat-soh. 


durum a kind of wheat 
dyoor-uhm /‘djuoram/ 

Duse, Eleonora Italian actress 
el-ay-on-aw-ruh doo-zay /elerv,na:ra 
*du:zei/ 

Dushanbe capital of Tajikistan 
doo-shan-bay /du:fan‘be1/ 
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Dutch 


Dutch (Nederlands in Dutch, pronounced nay-duhr-luntss) is a West 
Germanic language spoken by about 22 million people, mainly in the 
Netherlands and Belgium. It is also the official language of Surinam 
and of the Netherlands Antilles. Dutch spoken in Belgium is more 
commonly known as Flemish, but the two are considered a single 
language. The Dutch given here is, as always, somewhat anglicized in 
line with BBC policy and the constraints of the phonetic respelling. 


Vowels 

Dutch vowels are short before two or more consonants, and before one 

consonant at the end of a word. They are commonly long before a 

single consonant followed by another vowel, and often also before R. 

Ais pronounced u when short, as in vun for Van. It is pronounced ah 
when long. 

AA is pronounced ah. Haarlem is har-luhm. 

E is pronounced e when short, and close to ay (although not diph- 
thongal in Dutch) or air when long. 

EE is pronounced close to ay. 

EU is pronounced oe (as in French pez). 

I is pronounced i when short, and ee when long. 

IE is pronounced ee. 

O is pronounced o when short, and close to oh (although not diph- 
thongal in Dutch) or aw when long. 

OE is pronounced oo. Bloem is bloom. 

OO is pronounced oh or aw. Boom is bohm. 

U is pronounced ue (as in German fiinf) when short, and ue (as in 
French vu) when long. The short version is often pronounced as uu 
in English. 

UU is pronounced ue (as in French vu). 

Y is pronounced ee. Y is sometimes found in old spellings, correspond- 
ing to the modern IJ, in which case it should be pronounced as 
1J—see below. 

Some of these vowels may be reduced to schwa (uh) in unstressed syl- 
lables in Dutch, and perhaps more so in anglicized Dutch. 

AAI is pronounced close to y (as in cry). 

AAU, AU, and OU are pronounced close to ow. 

EEU is pronounced as long E followed by w. In anglicized Dutch the 
closest we can get is ay-oo. 
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EI and IJ are pronounced between English y and ay. Traditionally this 
diphthong is treated as y in English, which is also the case in this 
dictionary. Van Dijk is dyk. 

IEU is pronounced as ee followed by w. In anglicized Dutch the closest 
we can get is yoo. Nieww is nyoo. 

OEI is pronounced as oo followed by y. The closest we can get is 0o-i. 

OOI is pronounced close to oy. 

UI and UY are pronounced oey (as in French fauteu?!). Pronunciation 
of this diphthong has proven particularly difficult for English speak- 
ers, and in some anglicizations it is treated as ow, as in 
dow-suhn-bairkh for Wim Duisenberg. Sometimes it is treated as y, as 
in zy-duhr for Zuider Zee. And sometimes oy or ay are used too! 


Consonants 

B, D, F, H, K, M, P, T, and Z are pronounced as in English, although B, 
D, and Z are pronounced p, t, and s at the end of a word. 

C is pronounced k before A, O, and U, and before all consonants except 
H. It is pronounced s before E, I, and Y. 

CH is usually pronounced kh (always as in Scottish loch in Dutch, never 
German ich). Sometimes it is sh, and in initial position in personal 
names it may also be k. Echt is ekht, Chinees is shee-nayss, and 
Christus is krist-uess. 

G is pronounced as kh, or as kh with added voicing (i.e. pronounced 
with vibration of the vocal cords. IPA is [y]). 

J is pronounced y. 

N is pronounced as n, but can be silent at the end of a word. 

NG is pronounced ng, never ng-g. The combination INGA is ing-khah. 

PH is pronounced f. 

QU is pronounced kw. 

SCH is pronounced skh. Schiphol is skhip-hol. At the end of a word it is 
pronounced s. Bosch is boss. 

SJ and STJ are pronounced sh. 

TH is pronounced t. 

V is pronounced v, but with weak voicing, so f is sometimes preferred. 
We treat this sound as v. 

W is pronounced like v, but with much lighter contact between lip and 
teeth. We treat this sound as w. 


Stress 

Stress usually falls on the first syllable. The following prefixes, however, 
are always unstressed: BE-, GE-, ER-, HER-, VER-, and ONT-. 
Bedenken is buh-denk-uhn. 


113 


Dussehra (also Dasehra) Hindu festival 
dush-uh-ruh /‘daSara/ 

Diisseldorf city, Germany 
duuss-uhl-dorf /‘dusaldo:(r)f/, 
[‘dysldorf] 

* Established anglicization. 

duumwir officials holding a joint office 
dyoo-um-vuhr /dju:‘amva(r)/ 

duumvirate coalition of two people 
having joint authority 
dyoo-um-virr-uht /dju:'amvirat/ 

Duvalier, Francois Haitian statesman 
frah(ng)-swah due-val-yay /fra,swa: 
dyval'jer/ 

dux pl. duces top pupil in a school or class 
duks, pl. dyoo-seez /daks/, pl. 
f'djursi:2/ 

Dvorak, Antonin Czech composer 
an-tuh-neen dvor-zhahk /,anteni:n 
‘dvo:(r)3a:k/ 

dwam state of semi-consciousness 
dwahm /dwa:m/ 

Dyak see Dayak 

dybbuk pl. dybbukim wandering spirit 
dib-uuk, pl. dib-uuk-im /‘dibuk/, pl. 
/-kim/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Dyfed former county, Wales 
duv-ed /‘daved/, [‘deved] 

Dynamo part of the name of several 
European football teams 
dy-nuh-moh /'damemau/ 


This is the usual anglicization. The German 
pronunciation, for example, is 
due-nah-moh [dy'na:mo] and the Russian 
is din-ah-muh [di'nama]. 


dynast member of a powerful family 
din-uhst /‘dmast/ 


Commonly also dy-nuhst. 


dynasty line of hereditary rulers of a 
country 
din-uh-sti /‘dmasti/ 
Commonly also dy-nuh-sti. 


dyne unit of force 
dyn /dam/ 
dynode intermediate electrode 
dy-nohd /‘dameud/ 
dysarthria difficult or unclear 


Dussehra | Dzongkha 


articulation of speech 
diss-ar-thri-uh /dis‘a:(r)6ria/ 
dyscrasia abnormal or disordered state 
of the body or of a bodily part 
disk-ray-zi-uh /dis‘kreizia/ 
dysentery infection of the intestines 
diss-uhn-tri /‘disantri/ 
dysgraphia inability to write coherently 
diss-graf-i-uh /dis‘grafie/ 
dyskinesia abnormality or impairment 
of voluntary movement 
disk-in-ee-zi-uh / diskr'ni:zia/ 
dystalia inability to articulate 
comprehensible speech 
diss-lay-li-uh /dis‘letlia/ 
dyslexia reading disorder 
diss-lek-si-uh /dis'leksio/ 
dysphasia language disorder 
diss-fay-zi-uh /dis'‘fe1zia/ 
dysphemism derogatory or unpleasant 
term 
diss-fuh-miz-uhm /‘disfemizom/ 
dyspnoea difficult or laboured breathing 
disp-nee-uh /disp'ni:2/ 
dyspraxia developmental disorder 
disp-rak-si-uh /dis'praksio/ 
dysprosium chemical element 
disp-roh-zi-uhm /dis'prauziem/ 
dysthymia depression 
diss-thy-mi-uh /dis'@aimia/ 
dystocia difficult birth 
dist-oh-shuh /dis'tavso/ 
dystrophy disorder in which an organ 
wastes away 
dist-ruh-fi /‘distrafi/ 
Dzaoudzi city, Mayotte and the Comoros 
dzowd-zi /'dzaudzi/ 
Dzerzhinsk city, Russia 
dzuhr-zhinsk /dza(r)'31nsk/ 
Dzerzhinsky, Feliks Russian Bolshevik 
leader 
fay-liks dzuhr-zhin-ski /,fetliks 
dza(r)'3inski/ 
dzo (also dzho or zho) hybrid of a cow 
and a yak 
zhoh /3a0/ 
Dzongkha official language of Bhutan 
dzong-kuh /‘dzoyka/ 
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Eadwig king of England; also called 


Edwy 
ay-uhd-wii /‘e1adwi/ 


Sometimes also ed-wig. 


Eakins, Thomas American painter and 
photographer 
ee-kinz /‘i:kmz/ 

Earhart, Amelia American aviator 
uh-mee-li-uh air-hart /e,mi:lia 
‘ex(ryha:(r)t/ 

Earp, Wyatt American gambler and 
marshal 
wy-uht urp /,watat ‘a:(r)p/ 

East Kilbride town, Scotland 
eest kil-bryd /i:st kil'braid/ 

eau de cologne toilet water 
oh duh kuh-lohn /,au da ka'laun/ 

eau de Nil pale green 
oh duh neel /,au da ‘ni:l/ 

eau de toilette dilute perfume 
oh duh twah-let /,eu da twa:'let/ 

eau de vie brandy 
oh duh vee /,a0 da 'vi:/ 

Ebadi, Shirin Iranian activist and 
Nobel laureate 
shirr-een eb-uh-dee /f1,ri:n eba'di:/ 

Ebola fever infectious disease 
ee-boh-luh /i:'baule/ 

Ebonics American Black English 
eb-on-iks /e'boniks/ 

Eboracum Roman name for York 
ee-borr-uh-kuhm /i:'borakam/ 

Ebro river, Spain 
ee-broh /‘i:brau/, ['eBro] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

ebullient cheerful and full of energy 
uh-bul-yuhnt /a'baljant/ 


Sometimes also uh-buul-yuhnt. 


Ecce Homo painting of Christ 
ek-ay hoh-moh / eke1 ‘haumau/ 
ecchymosis pl. ecchymoses skin 
discoloration 
ek-im-oh-siss, pl. ek-im-oh-seez 
/,ek1'mausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 


Ecclesiastes book of the Bible 
uh-klee-zi-ast-eez /a,kli:zi'asti:z/ 

ecdysis shedding of skin 
ek-diss-iss /‘ekdists/ 

echelon level or rank 
esh-uh-lon /‘efalon/ 

echeveria succulent plant 
etch-uh-veer-i-uh /,etfa'viaria/ 

echidna spiny egg-laying mammal 
ek-id-nuh /e'kidno/ 

echinacea flower used in herbal 
medicine 
ek-in-ay-shuh / eki'netsa/ 

echocardiogram medical test of 
the heart 
ek-oh-kar-di-oh-gram 
/ kavu'ka:(r)diaugram/ 

echolalia meaningless repetition of 
words and phrases 
ek-oh-lay-li-uh /,ekau'letlia/ 

echt authentic and typical 
ekht /ext/, German [ect] 

eclampsia convulsive disorder 
ek-lamp-si-uh /e’klampsia/ 

éclat brilliant display or effect 
ay-klah /er'kla:/ 

eclogue short pastoral poem 
ek-log /‘eklog/ 

Eco, Umberto Italian novelist and 
semiotician 
oom-bair-toh ay-koh /u:m,be:(r)tav 
‘erkou/ 

E. coli bacterium which can cause food 
poisoning 
ee koh-ly /,i:kaulai/ 

ecology branch of biology 
ek-ol-uh-ji /e'kvled3i/ 
Commonly also ee-kol-ub-ji. 


economic relating to economics or the 
economy 
ek-uh-nom-ik /,eka'nomik/ 
Commonly also ee-kuh-nom-ik. 


ecossaise country dance 
ek-oss-ayz /,eko'se1z/ 
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écru light fawn colour 
ay-kroo /‘etkru:/ 

ECOWAS Economic Community of 
West African States 
ek-oh-uhss /e'kauas/ 

ectomorph lightly built person 
ek-toh-morf /‘ektaumo:(r)f/ 

ectopic in an abnormal place or position 
ek-top-ik /ek’toprk/ 

ecu (also ECU) European Currency Unit, 
former term for the euro 
ek-yoo /‘ekju:/ 
Many pronunciations were used, including 
ayk-yoo, eek-yoo and ayk-yoo. 


Ecuador country 
ek-wuh-dor /‘ekwado:(r)/, Spanish 
(ekwa'dor] 
* Established anglicization. 
ecumenical representing a number of 
different Christian churches 
ek-yoo-men-ik-uhl /ekju:'menikel/ 
Sometimes also eek-yoo-men-ik-uhl. 


eczema skin condition 
eks-uh-muh /‘eksamo/ 


Sometimes pronounced uhg-zee-muh in 


AM. 


Edam Dutch cheese 
ee-dam /‘i:dam/, [e:'dam] 
Established anglicization. 

edamame Japanese soybean dish 
ed-uh-mam-ay /,eda'mamet/ 

Edda collection of Old Norse poems 
ed-uh /‘eda/ 

edelweiss European mountain plant 
ay-duhl-vyss /‘erdalvais/ 

Edexcel British examination board 
ed-ek-sel /,edek'sel/ 

Eden biblical paradise 
ee-duhn /‘i:dan/ 

edh see eth 

Ediacaran period of geological time 
ee-di-ak-uh-ruhn /,i:di‘akeran/ 

edict official order or proclamation 
ee-dikt /‘i:drkt/ 

edify instruct intellectually 
ed-i-fy /‘edifa1/ 

Edinburgh capital of Scotland 
ed-in-buh-ruh /‘edinbeare/ 


Commonly also ed-in-bruh. 


écru | ego 


Edirne city and province, Turkey 
ed-eer-nuh /e'dia(r)na/ 

Edison, Thomas American inventor 
ed-iss-uhn /‘edisen/ 

Edmonton city, Canada 
ed-muhn-tuhn /‘edmanten/ 

Edo former name for Tokyo 
ed-oh /‘edau/ 

Edwardiana articles from the reign of 
Edward VII 
ed-wor-di-ah-nuh /ed,wo:(r)di'a:na/ 

Edwy king of England; also called 
Eadwig 
ed-wii /‘edwi/ 

eejit ‘idiot’ (Irish and Scottish) 
ee-jit /i:d3it/ 

Egeland, Jan Norwegian UN official 
yahn ay-guh-lan /,ja:n ‘eigalan/ 

Eelam proposed Tamil homeland in 
Sri Lanka 
ee-luhm /‘i:lem/ 

e’en literary form of ‘even’ 
een /i:n/ 

e’er literary form of ‘ever’ 
air /ex(r)/ 

effendi man of high social standing in an 
Arab country 
ef-en-di /e'fendi/ 

effete over-refined 
ef-eet /e'fi:t/ 

efficacy ability to produce a desired 
result 
ef-ik-uh-si /‘eftkesi/ 

effleurage form of massage 
ef-luh-rahzh / efle'ra:3/ 

effulgent shining brightly 
ef-ul-juhnt /e'faldzant/ 
Sometimes also ef-uul-juhnt. 


EFTPOS Electronic Funds Transfer at 
Point Of Sale 
eft-poz /‘eftpnz/ 

egad expression of surprise 
ee-gad /i:'gad/ 

Eger town, Hungary 
eg-air /‘ege:(r)/ 

ego a person’s sense of self-esteem 
ee-goh /‘i:gau/ 
Also pronounced eg-oh; both 
pronunciations are also possible in words 
such as egocentric, egoism, etc. 


egregious | Elche 


egregious outstandingly bad 
uhg-ree-juhss /a‘gri:d3as/ 
egress going out 
ee-gress /‘i:gres/ 
egressive type of speech sound 
ig-ress-iv /I'grestv/ 
egret white heron 
ee-gruht /‘i:grat/ 
Ehle, Jennifer British actress 
ee-li /‘i:li/ 
Ehrlich, Paul German medical scientist 
powl air-likh / paul ‘e:(r)lic/ 
Eichmann, Adolf German Nazi leader 
ah-dolf ykh-man /,a:dolf ‘argman/ 
Eid (also Id) Mustim festival 
eed /i:d/ 


Eid-ul-Fitr, pronounced eed uhl fit-uhr, 
marks the end of Ramadan. Eid-ul-Adha, 
pronounced eed uhl ud-huh, marks the 
culmination of the hajj. 


eidos philosophical term 
y-doss /'aidps/ 


This pronunciation is also used for the 


computer game company of the same name. 


Eiffel, Gustave French engineer 
gue-stahv ef-el /gys,ta:v e'fel/ 


An anglicized pronunciation, y-fuhl, is used 


for the Eiffel Tower. 


Eiger mountain peak, Switzerland 
y-guhr /‘arga(r)/ 

Eigg island, Scotland 
eg /eg/ 

Eilat (also Elat) port, Israel 
ay-lat /er'lat/ . 

Eilidh Gaelic girl’s name 
ay-li /‘erli/ 

Eindhoven city, Netherlands 
ynd-hoh-vuhn /‘aind,havvan/, 
('eintho:va(n)] 

Established anglicization; see DUTCH 
panel. 

Einfiihlung empathy 
yn-fue-luung /‘amn,fy:lon/ 

Einstein, Albert German-born 
American theoretical physicist 
yn-styn /‘amstain/ 
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Fire Gaelic name for Ireland 
air-uh /‘e:ra/ 
Eirene Greek goddess 
y-ree-ni /ar'rizni/ 
Eisenhower, Dwight David American 
president 
y-zuhn-how-uhr /‘aizan,hava(r)/ 
Eisenstadt city, Austria 
y-zuhn-shtat /’aizan,ftat/ 
eisteddfod, p|. eisteddfodau Welsh 
festival of music and poetry 
y-steth-vod, pl. y-steth-vod-y 
/ar'stedvod/, pl. /aisted'voda1/ 
either one of two 
y-thuhr /‘atda(r)/ 
Equally commonly ee-thuhr. Traditionally, 
BR is y-thuhr and AM is ee-thuhr. 


ejido Mexican communally farmed land 
ekh-ee-thoh /e'xi:6au/ 

Ejiofor, Chiwetel British actor 
chee-wuh-tel ee-ji-uh-for /tJi:watel 
"i:d3iefo:(r)/ 

Ekaterinburg (also Yekaterinburg) 
town, Russia 
yuh-kat-uh-reen-burg 
/ja,kate’ri:nbe:(r)g/, jeket4ir/in'burk] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

eke make something last longer 
eek /i:k/ 

élan style 
ay-lan /er'lan/ 

eland antelope 
ee-luhnd /‘i:lend/ 

Elat see Eilat 

Elba island, Italy 
el-buh /‘elba/ 

E]Baradei, Mohamed Egyptian 
director of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency 
muh-ham-uhd uhl barr-uh-dy 
/ma,hamead al ‘barada/ 
© This is his preferred anglicization. 

Elbasan town, Albania 
el-buh-san / elba'san/ 

Elbe river, central Europe 
el-buh /‘elba/ 


There is also an older anglicization, elb. 


Established anglicization; the German 
pronunciation is yn-shtyn. 


einsteinium chemical element 
yn-sty-ni-uhm /am'stamiam/ 


Elbrus mountain, Caucasus 
el-brooss /el'bru:s/ 
Elche town, Spain 
el-chay /‘eltSe1/ 
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El Dorado fictitious place 
el duh-rah-doh /,¢l do'ra:dau/ 

electoral relating to an election 
uh-lek-tuh-ruhl /a'lektarol/ 

Electra Greek mythological character 
uh-lek-truh /o'lektra/ 

electrolysis chemical decomposition 
el-ek-trol-uh-siss /,elek'trvlasts/ 

eleemosynary relating to charity 
el-i-ee-moz-in-uh-ri /lii:‘mpzineri/ 

elegiac relating to an elegy 
el-uh-jy-uhk /,ele'dzarak/ 

clemi resin used in varnishes 
el-uh-mi /‘clemi/ 

elephantiasis swelling of a limb 
el-uh-fuhn-ty-uh-siss / elofan'taresis/ 

elephantine characteristic of elephants 
el-uh-fan-tyn /elo'fantamn/ 

Elgar, Edward British composer 
el-gar /‘elga:(r)/ 

Elgin town, Scotland 
el-gin /‘elgm/ 
This is also the appropriate pronunciation 
for the Elgin Marbles from the Parthenon. 


Many American towns of the same name are 
pronounced el-jin. 


El Greco Cretan-born Spanish painter 
el grek-oh /el ‘grekau/ 
Eli biblical character 
ee-ly /‘i:lar/ 
eligible having the right to do something 
el-ij-uh-buhl /‘elidzabal/ 
Elijah Hebrew prophet 
uh-ly-juh /a'lardga/ 
Elisha Hebrew prophet 
uh-ly-shuh /a'larfa/ 
elision the omission of a sound when 
speaking 
uh-tizh-uhn /a‘li3an/ 
Elista city, Russia 
el-ee-stuh /e'li:sta/ 
elixir potion 
el-ik-seer /e'liksta(r)/ 
Ellan Vannin Manx name for the 
Isle of Man 
el-yuhn van-in /,eljan ‘vanin/ 
El Niifio climatic phenomenon 
el neen-yoh /el 'nimnjau/ 
Ellesmere Island Canada 
elz-meer /‘elzmia(r)/ 
El Pais Spanish newspaper 


El Dorado | emery 


e! py-eess /el par'ii:s/, [el pa’is] 
E] Paso city, Texas 
el pass-oh /el '‘paseu/ 
E] Salvador country 
el sal-vuh-dor /el 'salvado:(r)/, Spanish 
(el salBa'dor] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Elsinore port, Denmark 
el-sin-or /‘elsmo:(r)/ 
Established anglicization. The Danish name 


is Helsinger, pronounced hel-sing-oer 
Chelsin'g:?r]. 


Eluard, Paul French poet 
pol ayl-war / pol erlwa:(r)/ 

Elul Jewish month 
el-ool /e'lu:]/ 

Ely city, England 
ee-li /‘i:li/ 

Elysée Palace building in Paris 
ay-lee-zay /er'li:zer/, [elize] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Elysium Greek mythological paradise 
uh-liz-i-uhm /a'liziem/ 

emanate issue 
em-uh-nayt /‘emaneit/ 

embarras de richesses more resources 
than one knows what to do with 
o(ng)-barr-ah duh ree-shess /dba,ra: 
da ri:'fes/, French [Gbara de rises} 

embolism obstruction of an artery 
em-buh-liz-uhm /'embsalizem/ 

embouchure musical term 
om-buush-oor /,ombu'fua(r)/ 


embrasure architectural feature 
em-bray-zhuhr /em'bre13a(r)/ 
emcee master of ceremonies 
em-see /em'si:/ 
E=mc2 Einstein’s formula 
ee eek-wuhlz emm see skwaird 
/i: j:kwoalz em 'si: skwe:(r)d/ 
This formula is often pronounced with 
stress on the m and the squared rather than 
the c. However, this stress pattern may 
suggest, wrongly, that both m and ¢ should 
be squared, when it is in fact only the 
individual quantity ¢ which is squared. 


emeritus honorary title 
uh-merr-it-uhss /a'meritas/ 
emery abrasive 
em-uh-ri /‘emari/ 


emetic | endocrine 


emetic causing vomiting 
uh-met-ik /a'metik/ 
emic anthropological term 
ee-mik /‘ismrk/ 
émigré migrant 
em-i-gray /‘emigret/ 
Emi Koussi mountain, Chad 
ay-mi koo-si /,ermi ‘ku:si/ 
Emilia-Romagna region, Italy 
em-eel-yuh roh-mah-nyuh /e,mi:lja 
rau'ma:nja/ 
Emin, Tracey English artist 
em-in /‘emin/ 
Eminem American singer 
em-in-em /,emin'em/ 
emir Arab title 
em-eer /e'mia(r)/ 
emirate lands of an emir 
em-irr-uht /‘emtrat/ 
Emmanuel name given to Christ 
uh-man-yoo-uhl /a'manjual/ 
Emmental (also Emmenthal) Swiss 
cheese 
em-uhn-tahl /‘ementa:}/ 
Emmerich, Roland German film 
director 
roh-lant em-uh-rikh /,ravlant 'emartc¢/ 
emo style of rock music 
ee-moh /‘i:zmau/ 
emolument salary 
em-ol-yuum-uhnt /e'mpljumant/ 
emoticon representation of a facial 
expression used in electronic 
communications 
uh-moh-tik-on /a'mautikon/ 
empanada Spanish savoury pastry 
turnover 
em-puh-nah-duh /, empa'na:de/ 
Empedocles Greek philosopher 
em-ped-uh-kleez /em'pedakli:z/ 
emphysema lung disease 
em-fuh-see-muh / emfa'si:ma/ 
empyema collection of pus in a cavity 
in the body 
em-py-ee-muh /,empar'i:mo/ 
empyreal relating to heaven 
em-py-ree-uhl /,emparri:al/ 


Less commonly also em-pirr-i-uhl. 


en bloc all together 
on blok /,on ‘blok/ 
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The word en, here and in other phrases, can 
also be pronounced in the French manner, 
as ah(ng). 


Encaenia annual celebration at Oxford 
University 
en-see-ni-uh /en'si:nia/ 

enceinte pregnant 
on-sant /pn'sant/ 


Can also be pronounced in the French 
manner, as ah(ng)-sa(ng)t. 


Enceladus moon of Saturn 
en-sel-uh-duhss /en'seladas/ 
encephalitis inflammation of the brain 
en-kef-uh-ly-tiss /en,kefa'laitrs/ 
The element -cephal- can also be 


pronounced sef-uhl, here and in other 
words. 


enchilada filled tortilla 
en-chil-ah-duh / entfr'la:da/ 
enchiridion book containing essential 
information on a subject 
en-ky-rid-i-uhn /enkar'ridien/ 
enclave enclosed territory 
en-klayv /‘enklerv/ 
Sometimes also onk-layv. 


encomium praise 
en-koh-mi-uhm /en‘keumiem/ 

encompass surround 
en-kum-puhss /en'kampas/ 

en croute in a pastry crust 
on kroot /,on ‘kru:t/ 

encyclical papal letter 
en-sik-lik-uhl /en‘stklikal/ 

encyclopedia (also encyclopaedia) 
book giving information on many 
subjects 
en-sy-kluh-pee-di-uh 
/en,satkle'pi:die/ 

endemic regularly found among 
particular people 
en-dem-ik /en'demik/ 

Endemol Dutch television production 
company 
en-duh-mol /‘endempl/ 

Enderby Land part of Antarctica 
end-uhr-bi /‘enda(r)bi/ 

endive salad leaves 
en-dyv /‘endarv/ 

endocrine relating to hormonal glands 
en-duh-kryn /‘endakram/ 
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Sometimes also pronounced en-dub-krin or 


en-duh-kreen. 


endogamy marrying within a 
community 
en-dog-uh-mi /en'dvgemi/ 
endogenous having an internal cause 
en-doj-uh-nuhss /en'dod3enas/ 


endometriosis gynaecological condition 


en-duh-mee-tri-oh-siss 

/ enda,mi:tri'ausis/ 
endorphin hormone 

en-dor-fin /en'do:(r)fin/ 
endoscopy internal medical 

investigation 

en-dosk-uh-pi /en'doskapi/ 
endow give 

en-dow /en'dau/ 


Endymion Greek mythological character 


en-dim-i-uhn /en'dimien/ 
Eneolithie archaeological period 

ee-ni-uh-lith-ik /,i:mia'l@1k/ 
enfant terrible controversial person 


on-fon terr-ee-bluh /,onfon te'ri:bla/ 


Enfant can also be pronounced in the 
French manner, as ah(ng)-fah(ng). 


enfeoff give property in exchange for 
service 
en-feef /en'fi:f/ 

enfranchise permit to vote 
en-fran-chyz /en'frantfarz/ 


Engels, Friedrich German philosopher 


freed-rikh eng-uhlss /,fri:drig 'enals/ 
Enisey see Yenisei 
Eniwetok island in the North Pacific 
en-i-wee-tok / eni'wi:tok/ 
enjambement (also enjambment) 
poetic term 
en-jamb-muhnt /en'djambment/ 
en masse in a group 
on mass /,on 'mas/ 
ennead group of nine 
en-i-ad /‘eniad/ 
Enniskillen town, Northern Ireland 
en-isk-il-uhn /ents'kilan/ 
Ennius, Quintus Roman poet and 
dramatist 
kwint-uhss en-i-uhss /,kwintas 'enias/ 
ennui listlessness 
on-wee /non'wi:/ 
Eno, Brian English musician 
ee-noh /‘i:nav/ 


endogamy | entremets 


Enoch biblical character 
ee-nok /‘i:nvk/ 

enoki Japanese mushroom 
en-oh-ki /e‘nauki/ 

Enola Gay American plane which 
dropped the first atomic bomb on 
Hiroshima 
uh-noh-luh gay /a,naule 'ger/ 

enosis hypothetical political union of 
Cyprus and Greece 
en-uh-siss /‘enasts/ 

en papillote cooked and served in a 
paper wrapper 
on pap-i-yot /,on papi'jpt/ 

Enron American energy company 
en-ron /'enron/ 

Enschede city, Netherlands 
enss-khuh-day /‘ensxode1/ 

ensemble group of musicians 
on-som-buhl /on'sombeal/ 

en suite adjoining a bedroom 
on sweet /on 'swi:t/ 

Entebbe town, Uganda 
en-teb-i /en'tebi/ 

entelechy realization of potential 
en-tel-uh-ki /en'telaki/ 

entente cordiale friendly 
understanding between states 
on-tont kor-di-ahl /on'tont 
kaz(r)di'‘azl/ 

Can also be pronounced in the French 
manner, as ah(ng)-tah(ng)t kord-yal. 


enteritis inflammation of the intestine 
en-tub-ry-tiss /,enta'raitis/ 
enthalpy thermodynamics term 
en-thuhl-pi /‘endalpi/ 
enthral fascinate 
en-thrawl /en'6ro:1/ 
entomology study of insects 
en-tuh-mol-uh-ji /,enta'mvled3i/ 
entr’acte interval between two acts of a 
play or opera 
on-trakt /on'trakt/ 
en travesti cross-dressed 
on trav-est-ee /,on trave'sti:/ 
entrecéte boned steak 
on-truh-koht /‘pntrakaut/ 
entrée main course 
on-tray /‘ontre1/ 
entremets light dish served between 
courses 
ont-ruh-may /pntra'me1/ 


entrepreneur | epoch 


entrepreneur businessperson 
on-truh-pruh-nur /,ontrapra'na:(r)/ 

entropy thermodynamics term 
en-truh-pi /‘entrapi/ 

enuresis involuntary urination 
en-yoor-ee-siss / enjue'ri:sis/ 

envelope flat paper container with a flap 
en-vuh-lohp /‘envalaup/ 


Less commonly also on-vuh-lohp. 


Enver Pasha Turkish political and 
military leader 
en-vuhr pash-uh /,enva(r) ‘pafe/ 

environs surrounds 
en-vy-ruhnz /en'vairanz/ 

envoi (also envoy) a short stanza 
concluding a poem 
en-voy /‘envol/ 

Enya Irish composer 
en-yuh /‘enja/ 

Enzed New Zealand or a New Zealander 
en-zed /en'zed/ 

enzyme biochemical substance 
en-zym /‘enzaim/ 

Eocene geological epoch 
ee-oh-seen /‘i:ausi:n/ 

Eoin Irish boy's name 
oh-in /‘aum/ 

Eos Greek goddess 
ee-oss /‘i:ps/ 

Eowyn character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
ay-oh-win /‘eraowin/ 

eparchy province of the Orthodox 
Church 
ep-ar-ki /‘epa:(r)ki/ 

€pater shock conventional people 
ep-at-ay /epa'ter/ 

epaulette shoulder piece on clothing 
ep-ub-let /epa'let/ 

épée fencing sword 
ep-ay /‘eper/ 

epenthesis pl. epentheses insertion of a 
sound or an unetymological letter 
ep-en-thuh-siss, pl. ep-en-thuh-seez 
/e'pen8asis/, pl. /-si:z/ 

ephedra shrub 
ef-ed-ruh /e'fedra/ 

ephedrine stimulant drug 
ef-uh-dreen /‘efadri:n/ 

ephemeral transient 
ef-em-uh-ruhl /e‘femearal/ 
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Sometimes also ef-ee-muh-ruhl. 


Ephesians book of the New Testament 
ef-eezh-uhnz /e'fi:zanz/ 
Ephesus ancient Greek city 
ef-uh-suhss /‘efasas/ 
epicene having characteristics of both or 
neither sex 
ep-iss-een /‘episi:n/ 
Epictetus Greek philosopher 
ep-ik-tee-tuhss /epik'ti:tas/ 
Epicurus Greek philosopher 
ep-ik-yoor-uhss /,epi'kjuaras/ 
epidemiology study of epidemics 
ep-id-ee-mi-ol-uh-ji / eptdi:mi'vlad3i/ 
epidural spinal anaesthetic 
ep-id-yoor-uhl /,epr'djuaral/ 
epigeal growing on the ground 
ep-ij-ee-uhl /,epr'dgi:al/ 
epilepsy neurological disorder 
ep-il-ep-si /‘eprlepsi/ 
epilogue concluding section 
ep-il-og /‘epiing/ 
epiphany revelation 
uh-pif-uh-ni /a'pifani/ 
Epirus region, Greece 
uh-py-ruhss /a'parras/ 
episcopalian of or advocating 
government of a Church by bishops 
ep-isk-uh-pay-li-uhn /,piska'perlian/ 
episiotomy obstetric procedure 
ep-ee-zi-ot-uh-mi /e,pi:zi'ptami/ 
epistemology theory of knowledge 
ep-ist-im-ol-uh-ji /e,pistr'mpled3i/ 
epistle letter 
uh-piss-uhl /a'prsal/ 
epistolary relating to letters 
uh-pist-uh-luh-ri /a'prstalari/ 
epithalamium song or poem celebrating 
a marriage 
ep-ith-uh-lay-mi-uhm 
/,ep18a'lermiam/ 
epithet phrase 
ep-ith-et /‘eprdet/ 
epitome perfect example 
ep-it-uh-mi /e'pitami/ 
e pluribus unum ‘one out of many’ 
(Latin), the motto of the US 
ay ploor-ib-uuss oo-nuum /er 
\pluaribus 'u:num/ 
epoch period of time 
ee-pok /‘i:pok/ 
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AM is commonly ep-ok. 


epode lyric poem 
ep-ohd /‘epaud/ 
eponymous giving their name to 
something 
uh-pon-im-uhss /a'ponimas/ 
EPOS electronic point of sale 
ee-poss /‘i:pos/ 
epoxy polymer 
ep-ok-si /e‘poksi/ 
epsilon letter of the Greek alphabet 
ep-sil-on /‘epsilon/ 


Sometimes also ep-sy-lon. 


Epstein, Brian English manager of the 
Beatles 
ep-styn /‘epstain/ 
Epstein, Jacob American-born sculptor 
ep-styn /‘epstain/ 
equatorial at or near the equator 
ek-wuh-taw-ri-uhl / ekwa'ta:riel/ 
equerry royal servant 
uh-kwerr-i /a'kweri/ 
Sometimes also ek-wub-ri. 


equine relating to horses 
ek-wyn /‘ekwain/ 

equinox time when day and night are of 
equal length 
ek-win-oks /‘ekwinpks/ 


The equt- element can also be pronounced 


eek-wi, here and in some other words such 
as equilibrium, equilateral, etc. 


equitable fair and impartial 
ek-wi-tuh-buhl /‘ekwitabel/ 
equivocate use ambiguous language 
uh-kwiv-uh-kayt /a'kwivakeit/ 
era period of history 
eer-uh /‘1ara/ 


AM is sometimes also err-uh. 


Erasmus, Desiderius Dutch humanist 
and scholar 
dess-id-air-i-uuss err-ass-muuss 
/desi,de:rius e'rasmus/ 


A more anglicized pronunciation, 
uh-raz-muhss, is also sometimes heard. 


Erato Greek mythological character 
err-uh-toh /‘eratau/ 

Eratosthenes Greek scholar and 
astronomer 
err-uh-toss-thuh-neez / era'tps8eni:z/ 


epode | Ekel, Ferenc 


Erbil (also Arbil, Irbil) town, Iraq 
air-beel /e:(r)'bi:1/ 

erbium chemical element 
ur-bi-uhm /'a:(r)biem/ 

Erdogan, Recep Tayyip Turkish prime 
minister 
rej-ep ty-ip air-doh-uhn / red3ep tap 
‘ex(r)dauen/ 

ere before 
air /ex(r)/ 

Erebus Greek god 
err-uh-buhss /‘erabas/ 

Erekat, Saeb Palestinian politician 
sah-eb err-uh-kaht /,sa:eb era‘ka:t/ 

eremite Christian recluse 
err-uh-myt /‘eramait/ 

Erevan see Yerevan 

Erfurt city, Germany 
air-foort /'e:(r)fua(r)t/ 

ergometer apparatus which measures 
energy expended 
ur-gom-uh-tuhr /a:(r)'gomata(r)/ 

ergot cereal disease 
ur-got /'a:(r)got/ 

erhu (also erh hu) Chinese two-stringed 
musical instrument 
ur-khoo /,a:(r)'xu:/ 

Ericsson Swedish mobile 
telecommunications company 
err-ik-suhn /‘ertksan/, ['e:rikson] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Eridanus constellation 
err-id-uh-nuhss /e’ridanas/ 

Erie, Lake lake, US-Canada border 
eer-i /‘1ari/ 

Eriksson, Sven-Goran Swedish 
football manager 
sven yoer-an ay-rik-son /sven ,joe:ran 
‘eirikspn/ 

Erin literary name for Ireland 
err-in /‘ertn/ 

Erinyes Greek mythological characters 
err-in-i-eez /e’rmii:z/ 

Eriskay island, Scotland 
err-isk-ay /‘erisket/ 

Erith district of London 
eer-ith /‘1er10/ 

Eritrea autonomous state, east Africa 
err-it-ray-uh /,err'tre1a/ 

Ekel, Ferenc Hungarian composer 
ferr-ents air-kel / ferents ‘e:kel/ 


Erlangen | espouse 


Erlangen town, Germany 
air-lang-uhn /‘e:(r)lanen/ 
ermine stoat 
ur-min /'a:(r)mm/ 
Ernst, Max German artist 
maks airnst /,maks 'e:(r)nst/ 
Eros Greek god 
eer-oss /‘larps/ 
Eroica symphony by Beethoven 
err-oh-ik-uh /e'raurke/ 
err be mistaken 
ur /ax(r)/ 
errant straying 
err-uhnt /‘crant/ 
ersatz substitute 
air-zats /e:(r)'zats/ 


Sometimes also ur-zats. 


Erse Gaelic language 
urss /a:(r)s/ 

Erté Russian-born French fashion 
designer 
air-tay /e:(r)'te1/ 

erudite showing great knowledge 
err-uud-yt /‘erudait/ 

eruwv pl. eruvim area which symbolically 
extends the private domain of Jewish 
households 
err-uuy, pl. err-uuv-im /‘eruv/, pl. 
/-vim/ 

erythema reddening of the skin 
err-ith-ee-muh /,er1'8i:mo/ 

Eryri Welsh name for Snowdonia 
err-urr-i /e'rari/ 

Erzgebirge mountain range, 
Germany-Czech Republic border 
airts-guh-beer-guh 
/'€(r)tsge,bia(r)ge/ 

Erzurum city, Turkey 
air-zuu-ruum /'e:(r)zurum/ 

Esau biblical character 
ee-saw /‘i:so:/ 

Esbjerg port, Denmark 
ess-byair /‘esbje:(r)/ 

escalope thin slice of meat 
esk-al-uhp /e'skalap/ 


Sometimes also esk-uh-lop. 


escargot edible snail 
esk-ar-goh /e’ska:(r)gou/, French 
[eskargo] 

escarole salad leaf 
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esk-uh-rohl /‘eskaraul/ 

eschatology theological term 
esk-uh-tol-uh-ji /,eska'toled3i/ 

Escaut see Scheldt 

escheat reversion of property on the 
owner's death 
ess-cheet /es'tSi:t/ 

eschew deliberately avoid 
ess-choo /es'tSu:/ 

Escoffier, Georges-Auguste French 
chef 
zhorzh oh-guest esk-of-yay /,30:(r)3 
au,gyst esko'fjer/ 

escolar large fish 
esk-uh-lar /,eske'la:(r)/ 

Escorial monastery and palace in Spain 
esk-orr-i-al / eskori'al/ 

escritoire small writing desk 
esk-ri-twar /,eskri'twa:(r)/ 

escrow US legal term 
esk-roh /‘eskrau/ 

escutcheon shield 
esk-utch-uhn /e'skatfen/ 

Esfahan (also Isfahan) city, Iran 
ess-fuh-hahn /,esfe'ha:n/ 

Esher town, England 
ee-shuhr /‘i:fa(r)/ 

Eskisehir city, Turkey 
esk-ish-uh-heer /es'k1fahia(r)/ 

esoteric likely to be understood by only a 
small number of people 
ee-suh-terr-ik /i:sa'terik/ 
Sometimes also ess-uh-terr-ik. 


espada fish 
esp-ah-duh /e'spa:do/ 
espadrille canvas shoe 
esp-uh-dril /‘espadrtl/ 
espalier tree trained to grow against 
a wall 
esp-al-yuhr /e'spalja(r)/ 
Sometimes also esp-al-yay. 


Esperanto artificial language 
esp-uh-ran-toh /,espe'ranteu/ 

Espirito Santo state, Brazil 
esp-ee-rit-oo san-too /e,spi:ritu: 
‘santu:/ 

esplanade open area 
esp-luh-nayd /esple'nerd/ 
Sometimes also esp-luh-nahd. 


espouse support a cause 
esp-owz /e'spauz/ 
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espressivo musical term 
esp-ress-ee-voh / espre'si:vau/ 
espresso coffee 
esp-ress-oh /e'spresau/ 


Sometimes erroneously pronounced 
eks-press-oh. 


esprit de corps mutual loyalty 
esp-ree duh kor /e,spri: da 'ka:(r)/ 
Esquiline one of the seven hills of Rome 
esk-wil-yn /‘eskwilain/ 
Esquipulas town, Guatemala 
esk-ee-poo-lass /,eski:‘pu:las/ 
esquire title appended to a man’s name 
esk-wy-uhr /e'skwata(r)/ 
Essen city, Germany 
ess-uhn /‘esan/ 
Essequibo river, Guyana 
ess-uh-kee-boh / esa'ki:bau/ 
Estadio da Luz football stadium, 
Lisbon 
ish-taj-oo duh loosh /1J,tad3u: da 
‘lu:J/ 
Estadio Santiago Bernabeu football 
stadium, Madrid 
est-ath-yoh sant-yag-oh 
bair-nab-ay-oo /e'stadjau san'tjagau 
be:(r)na'‘beru:/ 
estancia cattle ranch 
est-anss-i-uh /e'stansia/ 
Estefan, Gloria Cuban singer 
glaw-ri-uh est-ef-an /,glo:ria e'stefan/ 
Estée Lauder American cosmetics 
company 
est-ay law-duhr / ester ‘lo:da(r)/ 
Esterhazy, Pal Hungarian composer 
pahl est-uhr-hah-zi /,pa:l ‘esta(r)ha:zi/ 
Estevez, Emilio Amcrican actor 
uh-meel-i-oh est-uh-vez /a,mi:liau 
‘estavez/ 
Estima potato variety 
est-ee-muh /e'sti:ma/ 
Estonia country 
est-oh-ni-uh /e'staunia/ 


Established anglicization. The Estonian 
name is Eesti, pronounced ay-sti ['e:sti]. 


Estoril town, Portugal 
ish-tuh-reel /1fta'ri:1/ 


Sometimes anglicized to est-uh-ril. 


Estremadura region, Portugal 
ish-truh-muh-doo-ruh 


espressivo | étouffée 


/,ftrama'du:ra/ 

Esztergom town, Hungary 
est-uhr-gom /‘esta(r)gpm/ 

ETA Estimated Time of Arrival 
ee-tee-ay / i:ti:'e1/ 

ETA Basque separatist movement 
et-uh /‘eta/ 

eta letter of the Greek alphabet 
ee-tuh /‘i:ta/ 

étagére furniture 
et-uh-zhair /eta‘'3e(r)/ 

et al. ‘and others’ (Latin) 
etal /et ‘al/ 

et cetera (also etcetera) ‘and so on’ 
(Latin) 
et-set-uh-ruh /et'setara/ 
Sometimes erroneously pronounced 
ek-set-uh-ruh. 

eth (also edh) Old English letter 
eth /ed/ 

ethane flammable gas 
ee-thayn /'i:demn/ 
Sometimes also eth-ayn. 


ethanol ethy! alcohol 
eth-uh-nol /‘e6enpl/ 
Ethelred English king 
eth-uhl-red /‘e6alred/ 
ether flammable liquid 
ee-thuhr /'i:6a(r)/ 
ethereal unworldly 
uh-theer-i-uhl /a'@1erial/ 
Ethiopia country 
ee-thi-oh-pi-uh /,i:6i'aupia/ 
ethology science of animal behaviour 
ee-thol-uh-ji /i:'6vlad3i/ 
ethos spirit of a culture, era, or 
community 
ee-thoss /‘i:6ps/ 
AM is sometimes also eth-oss. 


ethyl derived from ethane 
ee-thyl /‘i:@arl/ 
Sometimes also eth-il. 


Etna, Mount volcano, Italy 
et-nuh /‘stna/ 

Eton College boys’ public school, 
England 
ee-tuhn /‘i:tan/ 

étouffée spicy Cajun stew 
ay-too-fay /,ertu:'‘fer/ 


Etruscan | Ewoia 


Etruscan relating to an ancient Italian 
state 
uh-trusk-uhn /a'traskan/ 

étude short musical composition 
ay-tyood /er'tju:d/, French [etyd] 

etymology study of the origin of words 
et-im-ol-uh-ji /,etr'mpled3i/ 

Euboea island, Greece 
yoo-bee-uh /ju:'bi:o/ 


Established anglicization. The Greek name 
is Evvoia, pronounced ev-yuh. 


Eucharist Christian sacrament 
yoo-kuh-rist /‘ju:karist/ 

euchre card game 
yoo-kuhr /‘ju:ka(r)/ 

Euclid Greek mathematician 
yoo-klid /‘ju:klid/ 

Euclidean system of geometry 
yoo-klid-i-uhn /ju:'klidian/ 

Eugene Onegin opera by Tchaikovsky 
yoo-jeen on-yay-gin /,ju:d3in 
on'jeigin/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

eugenics selective breeding 
yoo-jen-iks /ju:'dgentks/ 

Eugénie wife of Napoleon III 
yoo-zhay-ni /ju:'3e1ni/, French [o3eni] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Eugenie, Princess member of the UK 
royal family 
yoo-zhuh-ni /‘ju:3zeni/ 

eukaryote organism 
yoo-karr-i-oht /ju:'kariaut/ 

Euler, Leonhard Swiss mathematician 
lay-on-hart oy-luhr /,leronha:(r)t 
‘olla(r)/ 

eulogy praise 
yoo-luh-ji /‘ju:lad3i/ 

Eumenides Greek mythological 
characters 
yoo-men-id-eez /ju:'menidi:z/ 

euphonious pleasing to the ear 
yoo-foh-ni-uhss /ju:'feunias/ 

euphorbia plant 
yoo-for-bi-uh /ju:'fo:(r)bia/ 

Euphrates river, Iraq 
yoo-fray-teez /ju:‘freiti:z/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Eurasia Europe and Asia combined 
yoor-ay-zhuh / jua'rer3za/ 

Euratom European Atomic Energy 
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Community 
yoor-at-uhm /jua'ratam/ 

eureka cry of joy 
yoor-ee-kuh /jua'ri:ka/ 

Euridice opera by Peri 
ay-oor-id-ee-chay /etvari'di:tfe1/ 
This Italian pronunciation of Eurydice is 
also appropriate for several other operas. 


Euripides Greek dramatist 
yoor-ip-id-eez / jua'ripidi:z/ 
euro currency unit 
yoor-oh /‘joorau/ 
* Established anglicization. 
europium chemical element 
yoor-oh-pi-uhm /juar'aupiem/ 
Europoort port, Netherlands 
yoor-oh-port /‘juaraupa:(r)t/, 
['a:ro:po:rt] 
* Established anglicization. 
Eurydice Greek mythological character 
yoor-id-iss-i /jua'ridisi/ 
Eurynome Greek mythological character 
yoor-in-uh-mi /joa'rinemi/ 
Eusebius Syrian bishop 
yoo-see-bi-uhss /ju:'si:bias/ 
Eustachian tube passage leading from 
the pharynx to the ear 
yoo-stay-shuhn /ju:'sterfan/ 
Euterpe Greek mythological character 
yoo-tur-pi /ju:'ta:(r)pi/ 
evanesce pass out of sight 
ev-uh-ness /eva'nes/ 
Sometimes also ee-vuh-ness. 


Evelyn, John English diarist 
eev-lin /‘i:vlm/ 
The British boy’s or girl’s name Evelyn is 
variously pronounced eev-lin and ev-uh-lin, 
depending on individual preference. 


Everest, Mount mountain, Himalayas 
ev-uh-ruhst /‘everast/ 
Curiously, explorer Sir George Everest (after 


whom the mountain was named) 
pronounced his name eev-uh-rest. 


Evian trademark mineral water 
ev-yah(ng) /‘evja/ 

evolution biological process 
ev-uh-loo-shuhn / eva'lu:fan/ 
Commonly also ee-vuh-loo-shuhn. 


Evwvoia see Euboea 
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Ewe west African ethnic group and 
language 
ay-way /'erwel/ 
ewe female sheep 
yoo /ju:/ 
Ewelme town, England 
yoo-elm /‘ju:elm/ 
ewer jug 
yoo-uhr /‘ju:a(r)/ 
exalt speak highly of 
eg-zawit /eg'z9:1t/ 


Commonly also eg-zolt. The prefix ex- is 
variously pronounced eks or egz. 


Ewe | Ezra 


exogamy marrying outside a community 
ek-sog-uh-mi /ek'sogemi/ 

expatiate speak in detail about 
ek-spay-shi-ayt /ek'sperfiert/ 

expiate make reparation for 
ek-spi-ayt /‘ekspiert/ 

expletive swear word 
eks-plee-tiv /ek'spli:trv/ 
AM is eks-pluh-tiv. 


exposé media revelation 
ek-spoh-zay /ek'spauzer/ 
AM is ek-spoh-zay. 


Excalibur legendary sword 
ek-skal-ib-uhr /eks'kaliba(r)/ 
ex cathedra with full authority 
eks kuh-thee-druh /,eks ka'@i:dra/ 
excelsior hotel name 
ek-sel-si-or /ek'selsio:(r)/ 
exchequer treasury 
eks-chek-uhr /eks'tfeke(r)/ 
excoriate scar 
ek-skaw-ri-ayt /ek'ska:riert/ 
exeat permission for temporary absence 
eks-i-at /‘eksiat/ 
exegesis , pl. exegeses critical 
interpretation of a text 
ek-sij-ee-siss, pl. ek-sij-ee-seez 
/ eksr'dzi:sis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
exequy funeral rites 
ek-suh-kwii /‘eksekwi/ 
Exeter city, England 
ek-suh-tuhr /‘eksata(r)/ 
exeunt stage direction 
ek-si-unt /‘eksiant/ 
ex gratia done as a favour and not under 
compulsion 
eks gray-shuh / ks ‘grerfa/ 
exigency urgent need 
ek-sij-uhn-si /‘eksid3ensi/ 


Sometimes also ek-sij-uhn-si. 


ex libris bookplate inscription 
eks leeb-riss /,eks ‘li:bris/ 
ex nihilo out of nothing 
eks ny-hil-oh /,eks 'nathilau/ 
Exocet trademark missile 
ek-suh-set /'eksaset/ 
exodus mass departure 
ek-suh-duhss /'eksadas/ 


expurgate bowdlerize 
ek-spur-gayt /‘ekspa:(r)gert/ 

exquisite beautiful and delicate 
eks-kwiz-it /ek'skwizit/ 
Sometimes also eks-kwuh-zit. 


extant still in existence 
ek-stant /ek'stant/ 


Sometimes also ek-stuhnt. 


extol praise 
ek-stohl /ek'staul/ 
extrados architectural term 
eks-tray-doss /ek'strerdps/ 
extrasystole arrhythmic heartbeat 
eks-truh-sist-uh-li /ekstra'sistali/ 
Extremadura region, Spain 
eks-tray-muh-door-uh 
/,ekstrerma'dvera/ 
Exuma islands, Bahamas 
ek-soo-muh /ek'su:ma/ 
ex-voto offering 
eks voh-toh /,eks 'vauteu/ 
Exxon Mobil company name 
ek-son moh-bil /,ekson ‘maubrl/ 
eyot island in a river; also called ait 
ay-uht /‘e1at/ 
eyre medieval court 
air /ex(r)/ 
eyrie eagle’s nest 
eer-i /‘tari/ 


Sometimes also y-ri or air-i. 
Ezekiel Hebrew prophet 
uh-zee-ki-uhl /e'zi:kiel/ 
Ezra Hebrew prophet 
ez-ruh /‘ezra/ 
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F 


faba broad bean; also called fava 
fah-buh /‘fa:ba/ 

Faber & Faber book publishers 
fay-buhr / ferbo(r)/ 

Faber, Johann German composer 
yoh-han fah-buhr /,jauhan ‘fa:ba(r)/ 

Fabergé, Carl Russian goldsmith and 
jeweller 
karl fab-uhr-zhay /,ka:(r)l ‘faba(r)3e1/ 

Fabian Society socialist organization 
fay-bi-uhn /‘ferbien/ 

Fabius Roman general and statesman 
fay-bi-uhss /‘ferbias/ 

Fabre, Jean Henri French 
entomologist 
zhah(ng) ah(ng)-ree fab-ruh /34 Gri: 
‘fabra/ 

Fabricius, David German astronomer 
dah-vit fab-reet-si-uuss /,da:vit 
fab'ri:tsius/ 

fabulate relate invented stories 
fab-yuul-ayt /‘fabjulert/ 

facile ignoring the true complexities of 
an issue 
fass-yl /'fasarl/ 


AM usually fass-il. 


facsimile exact copy 
fak-sim-il-i /fak'stmili/ 
factotum employee who does all 
kinds of work 
fak-toh-tuhm /fak'tavtam/ 
factual concerned with facts 
fak-choo-uhl /‘faktfual/ 


The pronunciation fak-tyoo-uhl is less 
common now. 


facula pl. faculae bright region on the 
surface of the Sun 
fak-yuul-uh, pl. fak-yuul-ee /‘fakjole/, 
pl. /-li:/ 

fado type of Portuguese music 
fad-oo /‘fadu:/ 

Faenza town, Italy 
fah-ent-suh /fa:'entsa/ 

Faeroe Islands see Faroe Islands 


Fahrenheit scale of temperature 
farr-uhn-hyt /‘faranhait/ 


Less commonly also far-uhn-hyt. 


faience glazed ceramic ware 
fy-o(ng)ss /far'ds/, French [faja:s] 

faille light-woven fabric 
fayl /ferl/ 

failte ‘welcome’ (Irish Gaelic) 
fawl-chuh /‘fo:ltfa/ 

Faisal name of two kings of Iraq 
fy-suhl /‘farsol/ 

Faisalabad city, Pakistan 
fy-suh-luh-bad /‘farsala,bad/ 

fait accompli thing that has already 
happened 
fayt uh-kom-pli /,fert a‘kompli/, French 
/fet ak5pli/ 

Faizabad city, India 
fy-zuh-bad /‘faizabad/ 

fajitas Mexican dish 
fuh-hee-tuhz /fa‘hi:taz/, Spanish 
{fa'xitas} 

fakir (also faquir) Muslim religious 
ascetic 
fay-keer /‘ferkia(r)/ 


Commonly also fuh-keer. 

Falabella horse of a miniature breed 
fal-uh-bel-uh / fala‘bela/ 

falafel (also felafel) Middle Eastern dish 
fuh-laf-uhl /fa'lafal/ 

Falange Spanish Fascist movement 
fal-an-khay /fa'lanxe1/ 


Amore anglicized pronunciation, fuh-lanj, 
is also common. 


falangist member of the Falange party 
fuh-lan-jist /fe'land3ist/ 

falchion sword 
fawl-chuhn /‘fo:ltfen/ 

falciparum most severe form of malaria 
fal-sip-uh-ruhm /fal'srperam/ 

falcon bird of prey 
fawl-kuhn /‘fo:lkan/ 
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Commonly also fol-kuhn and fal-kuhn. 


Falconer, Lord Scottish politician 
folk-uh-nuhr /‘folkana(r)/ 
Falconio, Peter English backpacker 
who disappeared in Australia 
fal-koh-ni-oh /fal'kauniau/ 
Faldo, Nick English golfer 
fal-doh /‘faldau/ 
Faliraki resort, Rhodes 
fal-i-rak-i /fali'raki/ 
Falkirk town, Scotland 
fawl-kurk /‘fo:lka:(r)k/ 


Commonly also fol-kurk. 


Falkland Islands group of islands, 
South Atlantic 
fawl-kluhnd /‘fo:lkland/ 


Commonly also folk-luhnd. 


Falla, Manuel de Spanish composer 
man-wel day fal-yuh /man,wel der 
‘falja/ 

Fallopian tube part of the female 
reproductive system 
fuh-loh-pi-uhn /fa'levpian/ 

Falluja, al- city, Iraq 
uhl fuh-loo-juh /al fa'lu:d3a/ 

Falmouth port, England 
fal-muhth /‘falme6/ 

Falstaffian relating to the 
Shakespearean character Falstaff 
fawl-stah-fi-uhn /fo:!'sta:fien/ 


Commonly also fol-staf-i-uhn. 


Falster island, Denmark 
fal-stuhr /‘falsta(r)/ 

Faltskog, Agnetha Swedish singer 
ang-nay-tuh felt-skoog /an,neita 
‘feltsku:g/ 

Falun Gong Chinese meditation regime 
fah-luun guung /,fa:lon ‘gun/ 

famulus pl. famuli assistant or servant 
fam-yuul-uhss, pl. fam-yuul-y 
/'‘famjulas/, pl. /-1a1/ 

Fanakalo (also Fanagalo) South African 
lingua franca 
fun-uh-kuh-toh /,fanoke'leu/ 

fandango Spanish dance 
fan-dang-goh /fan'dangau/ 

Fangio, Juan Manuel Argentine 
motor-racing driver 
khwan man-wel fan-ji-oh /xwan 
man,wel ‘fand3iau/ 


Falconer, Lord | Faroe Islands 


fantasia musical composition 
fan-tay-zi-uh /fan'teizia/ 
Commonly also fan-tuh-zee-uh. 


Fante (also Fanti) Ghanaian people 
fan-ti /‘fanti/ 

faquir see fakir 

farad SI unit of electrical capacitance 
farr-ad /‘farad/ 

faraday unit of electric charge 
farr-uh-day /'‘faradet/ 

Faramir character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
farr-uh-meer / faremia(r)/ 

farandole Provencal dance 
farr-uhn-dohl / faran‘daul/ 

farang Thai term for a European 
farr-ang /fa'ray/ 

FARC Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias 
de Colombia (Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia) 
fark /fa:(r)k/ 

fardel bundle or collection 
far-duhl /‘fa:(r)dal/ 

farfalle type of pasta 
far-fal-ay /fa:(r)'falet/ 

Faridabad city, northern India 
fuh-ree-duh-bad /fa'ri:dabad/ 

farina type of flour 
fuh-ree-nuh /fe'ri:na/ 
Sometimes also fuh-ry-nuh. 


Farkas, Ferenc Hungarian composer 
ferr-ents for-kosh / ferents ‘fo:(r)kpJ/ 

Farnborough town, England 
farn-buh-ruh /‘fa:(r)nbera/ 

Farne Islands group of islands, England 
farn /fa:(r)n/ 

Farnese, Alessandro Italian general 
and statesman 
al-ess-an-droh far-nay-say 
/alesandraw fa:(r)'netse1/ 

Faro port, Portugal 
farr-oo /‘faru:/ 

faro card game 
fair-oh /‘fe:rau/ 

Faro island, Sweden 
faw-roe /'fo:ra:/ 

Faroe Islands (also Faeroe Islands) 
group of islands, North Atlantic 
fair-oh /‘fe:rau/ 


Faroese | Faustus, Dr 


Faroese (also Faeroese) relating to the 
Faroe Islands 
fair-oh-eez / fe:rav'i:z/ 

farouche sullen or shy in company 
fuh-roosh /fa'ru:S/ 

Farouk king of Egypt 
fuh-rook /fa'ru:k/ 

Farquhar islands, Seychelles 
far-kuhr /‘fa:(r)ka(r)/ 

Farquhar, David New Zealand 
composer 
fark-war /‘fa:(r)kwa:(r)/ 

Farquhar, George Irish dramatist 
far-kuhr /‘fa:(r)ka(r)/ 

farrago confused mixture 
fuh-rah-goh /fe'ra:gau/ 

Farrell, Colin Irish actor 
farr-uhl /‘faral/ 

farrier smith who shoes horses 
farr-i-uhr /‘faria(r)/ 

farruca type of flamenco dance 
fuh-roo-kuh /fa'ru:ka/ 

Farsi official language of Iran 
far-si /‘fa:(r)si/ 

fartlek system of athletic training 
fart-lek /‘fa:(r)tlek/ 

fasces Roman emblem of power 
fass-eez /‘fasi:z/ 

fascia sheath of tissue enclosing a muscle 
fash-uh /‘fasa/ 

fascicle separately published instalment 
of a book 
fass-ik-uhl /‘fastkal/ 

fasciitis inflammation of the fascia 
fash-i-y-tiss /fafr'artis/ 

fascioliasis liver fluke infection 
fass-i-uh-ly-uh-siss / fasia'latasis/ 

Fashanu, John English footballer 
fash-uh-noo /‘fafanu:/ 

fashionista designer of haute couture 
fash-uh-neest-uh /,fafa‘ni:sta/ 

Faslane bay, Scotland 
faz-layn /faz'lern/ 

Fassbinder, Rainer Werner German 
film director 
ry-nubr vair-nuhr fass-bind-uhr 
/,rama(r) ,ve:(r)na(r) 'fasbinda(r)/ 

Fastnet rocky islet, Republic of Ireland 
fahst-net /‘fa:stnet/ 

Fatah, al- Palestinian political and 
military organization 
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uhl fut-uh /al ‘fata/ 

Fata Morgana mirage 
fah-tuh mor-gah-nuh / fa:ta 
mo:(r)'ga:na/ 

Fatiha (also Fatihah) short first sura of 
the Koran 
fah-ti-uh /‘fa:tia/ 

Fatima youngest daughter of the prophet 
Muhammad 
fat-im-uh /‘fatima/ 

Fatima village, Portugal 
fat-im-uh /‘fatima/ 

Fatimid descended from Fatima 
fat-im-id /‘fatrmid/ 

fatoush Middle Eastern dish 
fat-oosh /fa'tu:S/ 

fatuous silly and pointless 
fat-yoo-uhss /‘fatjuas/ 

fatwa legal Islamic pronouncement 
fat-wah /'fatwa:/ 

faubourg suburb, especially one in Paris 
foh-boor /‘faubua(r)/ 

fauces opening at the back of the mouth 
leading to the pharynx 
faw-seez /‘fo:si:z/ 

faucet tap 
faw-suht /‘fo:sat/ 

faujdar (also faujidar) Indian police 
officer 
faw-jid-ar /'fo:d3ida:(r)/ 

Faulkner, William American novelist 
fawk-nuhr /‘fo:kna(r)/ 

Faulks, Sebastian English writer 
fohks /fauks/ 

faun Roman god 
fawn /fo:n/ 

fauna pl. faunae animals of a region 
faw-nuh, pl. faw-nee /‘fo:na/, pl. /-ni:/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Fauntleroy excessively well-mannered 
young boy 
font-luh-roy /‘fontlaro1/ 

Faunus Roman mythological god 
faw-nuhss /‘fo:nes/ 

Fauré, Gabriel French composer and 
organist 
gab-ri-el faw-ray /gabri,el fo: re1/ 

Faust German astronomer and 
necromancer 
fowst /faust/ 

Faustus, Dr see Doctor Faustus 
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faute de mieux ‘for want of better’ 
(French) 
foht duh myoe / feut de 'mja/ 

Fauve group of painters who favoured 
fauvism 
fohv /fauv/ 

fauvism style of painting 
foh-viz-uhm /‘fasvizam/ 

faux pas embarrassing or tactless act 
foh pah /fau ‘pa:/ 

fava broad bean; also called faba 
fah-vuh /‘fa:va/ 

favela Brazilian shack or shanty town 
fav-el-uh /fa'vela/ 

favrile glass coloured iridescent glass 
fuh-vreel /fa'vri:1/ 

Fawcett, Farrah American actress 
farr-uh faw-suht / fare ‘fo:sat/ 

Fawkes, Guy English conspirator 
fawks /fo:ks/ 

Fayed, Emad ‘Dodi’ son of Mohamed 
Al Fayed 
ee-mad doh-di fy-uhd /,i:mad ,deudi 
‘farad/ 

Fayed, Mohamed AI Egyptian 
chairman of Harrods 
muh-ham-uhd uhl fy-uhd /ma,hamad 
al ‘farad/ 

fazenda Portuguese estate or large farm 
fuh-zen-duh /fa'zenda/ 

fazendeiro person who owns a fazenda 
faz-en-day-roo / fazen'deiru:/ 

Featherstonehaugh British family 
name 
feth-uhr-stuhn-haw, fan-shaw, 
fest-uhn-haw, fee-suhn-hay, 
feer-stuhn-haw /‘feda(r)stanho:/, 
/‘fanfo:/, /'festanha:/, /‘fi:zsanhet/, 
/'‘fia(r)stenho:/ 

febrifuge medicine used to reduce fever 
feb-rif-yooj /‘febrifju:d3/ 

February month 
feb-roo-uh-ri /‘februari/ 


Commonly also feb-yoo-uh-ri, and 
sometimes also feb-ruu-ri or feb-yuu-ri. 


Fechner, Gustav German physicist and 
psychologist 
guust-ahf fekh-nuhr / gusta:f 
‘fegna(r)/ 

fedayeen (also fidayeen) Arab guerrillas 
fed-uh-yeen / feda'ji:n/ 


faute de mieux | Fenian 


Federer, Roger Swiss tennis player 
roj-uhr fed-uh-ruhr /,rod3a(r) 
‘federa(r)/, German ['fe:dare] 


This is his own anglicized pronunciation. 


Federline, Kevin American dancer 
fed-uhr-lyn /‘feda(r)lamn/ 

fedora felt hat 
fuh-daw-ruh /fa'do:ra/ 

feijoada Brazilian or Portuguese dish 
fay-zhwad-uh /fer'3wada/ 

feis pl. feiseanna Irish or Scottish music 
festival 
fesh, pl. fesh-uh-nuh /feJ/, pl. /‘fefane/ 

felafel see falafel 

felid mammal of the cat family 
fee-lid /'fi:lid/ 

felix culpa ‘fortunate fault’ (Latin) 
fay-liks kuul-puh / ferlks 'kulpo/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Felixstowe port, England 
fee-lik-stoh /‘fi:liksteu/ 

fellah pl. fellahin Egyptian peasant 
fel-uh, pl. fel-uh-heen /'fela/, pl. 
/fela'hi:n/ 

Fellini, Federico Italian film director 
fed-uh-ree-koh fel-ee-ni /feda,ri:kau 
fe'li:ni/ 

felo de se suicide 
fee-loh dee see / fi:lau di: 'si:/ 

felucca smal! boat 
fel-uk-uh /fe'laka/ 

femme fatale seductive woman 
fam fuh-tahl /,fam fe'ta:l/ 

femur pi. femora bone of the thigh 
fee-muhr, pl. fem-uh-ruh /‘fi:ma(r)/, 
pl. /‘femara/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

fenestella niche in a church 
fen-uh-stel-uh /,fena'stele/ 

fenestra pl. fenestrae hole or opening 
fuh-nest-ruh, pi. fuh-nest-ree 
/fa'nestra/, pl. /-tri:/ 

feng shui Chinese system of laws in 
relation to the flow of energy 
fung shway /,fay 'Swe1/ 

Amore anglicized pronunciation, feng 
shwee, is also heard. 


Fenian member of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood 
fee-ni-uhn /‘fi:nian/ 


fennec | fez 


fennec small fox 
fen-ek /‘fenek/ 
Fennoscandia land mass in NW Europe 
fen-oh-skan-di-uh /,fenau'skandia/ 
fenugreek plant 
fen-yoo-greek /‘fenju:gri:k/ 
feral in a wild state 
ferr-uhl /‘feral/ 
fer de lance viper 
fair duh lahnss /,fe:(r) da ‘la:ns/ 
feretory shrine containing the relics 
of a saint 
ferr-uh-tuh-ri /‘feratari/ 
Fergana city, Uzbekistan 
fuhr-gah-nuh /fa(r)'ga:na/ 
This is the Uzbek pronunciation. A 
Russified pronunciation, fyuhr-guh-nah, is 
also heard. 


feria Spanish fair 
ferr-i-uh /'ferio/ 

ferial denoting an ordinary weekday 
feer-i-uhl /‘fiarial/ 

Ferlinghetti, Lawrence American 
poet and publisher 
fur-ling-get-i /,fa:(r)lin'geti/ 

Fermanagh county, Northern Ireland 
fuhr-man-uh /fa(r)‘mana/ 

Fermat, Pierre de French 
mathematician 
pyair duh fair-mah /,pje:(r) da 
fe:(r)'ma:/ 

fermata musical term 
fur-mah-tuh /fa:(r)'ma:ta/ 

Fermi, Enrico Italian-born American 
atomic physicist 
en-ree-koh fur-mi /en,ri:kau ‘fa:(r)mi/ 

fermi unit of length 
fur-mi /‘fa:(r)mi/ 

fermium chemical! element 
fur-mi-uhm /‘fa:(r)miam/ 

ferox trout 
ferr-oks /‘feroks/ 

Ferranti, Sebastian English electrical 
engineer 
fuh-ran-ti /fa'ranti/ 

Ferrara city and province, Italy 
ferr-ar-uh /fe'ra:ra/ 

Ferrari, Enzo Italian car designer and 
manufacturer 
ent-soh ferr-ar-i / entsau fe'ra:ri/ 


The make of car is fuh-rar-i. 
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Ferreira, Wayne South African tennis 
player 
fuh-rair-uh /fo're:ra/ 

Ferrer, Ibrahim Cuban singer 
eeb-rah-eem ferr-air /i:bra:,i:m 
fe're:(r)/ 

Ferrero, Juan Carlos Spanish tennis 
player 
khwan kar-loss ferr-air-oh /xwan 
.ka:(r)lps fe're:rau/ 

Ferrier, Kathleen English contralto 
ferr-i-uhr /‘feria(r)/ 

ferrous containing iron 
ferr-uhss /‘feras/ 

ferruginous containing rust 
ferr-oo-jin-uhss /fe'ru:d3inas/ 

Fés see Fez 

Fessenden, Reginald Aubrey 
Canadian-born Amcrican pioncer of 
radio-telephony 
fess-uhn-duhn /‘fesandan/ 

festoon garland of flowers 
fest-oon /fe'stu:n/ 

feta (also fetta) Greek cheese 
fet-uh /‘feta/ 

féte public function 
fayt /fert/ 

fetid (also foetid) smelling extremely 
unpleasant 
fet-id /‘fetid/ 

Commonly also fee-tid. 


fetor a strong, foul smell 
fee-tuhr /‘fi:ta(r)/ 
fettuccine (also fettucini) type of pasta 
fet-uu-chee-ni / fetu'tfimi/ 
Feuerbach, Ludwig German 
philosopher 
loot-vikh foy-uhr-bakh /,lu:tvi¢ 
‘fora(r)bax/ 
Feydeau, Georges French dramatist 
zhorzh fay-doh /,z9:(r)3 fer'dav/ 
Feyenoord Dutch football team and 
suburb of Rotterdam 
fy-uhn-ort /‘farana:(r)t/ 
@ See DUTCH panel. 
Feynman, Richard Phillips American 
physicist 
fyn-muhn /‘fammen/ 
Fez (also Fés) city, Morocco 
fez /fez/ 
fez Turkish hat 
fez /fez/ 
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fiancé (also fiancée) person to whom one 
is engaged to be married 
fi-on-say /fi'onser/ 


Commonly also fi-ahn-say, and in AM also 
fee-ahn-say. 


fianchetto chess move 
fyan-ket-oh /fjan'ketau/ 
Fianna Fail Irish political party 
fee-uh-nuh foyl / fi:ane 'forl/, 
Trish Gaelic [ Piane 'fa:})] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Fibonacci, Leonardo Italian 
mathematician 
lay-oh-nar-doh fee-boh-nah-chi 
/lerab,na:(r)dae fi:beu'na:tfi/ 
fibroma pl. fibromata benign fibrous 
tumour 
fy-broh-muh, fy-broh-muh-tuh 
/far'brauma/, pl. /-mata/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
fibromyalgia rheumatic condition 
fy-broh-my-al-ji-uh 
/ farbreumat'ald3ia/ 
fibula pl. fibulae leg bone 
fib-yuul-uh, pl. fib-yuul-ee /‘fibjole/, 
pl. /-li:/ 
« Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Fichte, Johann Gottlieb German 
philosopher 
yoh-han got-leep fikh-tuh /,javhan 
\gvtli:p ‘ficta/ 
ficus plant 
fy-kuhss /‘faikes/ 


Commonly also fee-kuhss; see LATIN panel. 


fidayeen see fedayeen 

FIDE world chess federation 
fee-day /'fi:der/ 

Fiennes, Ralph English actor 
rayf fynz /,rerf ‘famnz/ 

Fiennes, Ranulph English explorer 
ran-uhlf fynz /,ranelf ‘famz/ 

FIFA Fédération Internationale de 
Football Association 
fee-fuh /‘fi:fo/ 

Figaro character in Mozart's opera The 
Marriage of Figaro 
fee-guh-roh /‘fi:garau/ 

Fiji country 
fee-jee /‘fi:d3i:/ 

Fijian relating to Fiji 
fee-jee-uhn /fi:'d3i:en/ 


fiancé | Finucane, Patrick 


filariasis tropical disease 
fil-uh-ry-uh-siss /,frle'ratesis/ 

filet mignon tender piece of beef 
fil-ay meen-yo(ng) / filer 'mi:njo/ 
AM is fil-ay min-yawn. 


Filipino relating to the Philippines 
fil-ip-ee-noh / filr'pinau/ 

film noir film genre 
film nwar / film 'nwa:(r)/ 

filo (also phyilo) pastry 
fee-loh /‘fi:lau/ 

filovirus virus 
fee-loh-vy-ruhss /‘fi:lev,vatres/ 

fils used to distinguish a son from a father 
of the same name 
feess /fi:s/ 

finale last part of an event 
fin-ah-li /fi'na:}i/ 

finance management of money 
fy-nanss /‘famans/ 


Less commonly also fy-nanss and fin-anss. 


financial relating to finance 
fy-nan-shuhl /far'nanfal/ 
Less commonly also fin-an-shuhl. 


fin de siécle relating to the end of a 
century 
fa(ng) duh syek-luh / fé do ‘sjeklo/ 

fine French brandy 
feen /fim/ 

fine musical term 
fee-nay /'fi:ner/ 

Fine Gael Irish political party 
fin-uh gayl /fma ‘gerl/, Irish Gaelic 
[Pinte 'ge:1} 

Finisterre, Cape promontory, Spain 
fin-ist-air / fmr'ste:(r)/ 

Finland country 
fin-luhnd /‘finland/ 

Established anglicization. The Finnish name 
is Suomi, pronounced soo-om-i. 


Finn MacCool (also Finn Mac 
Cumhaill) Irish mythological character 
fin muh-kool /,fm mea'ku:]/ 

Finno-Ugric group of languages 
fin-oh-yoo-grik /,fmao'ju:grik/ 

fino sherry 
fee-noh /‘finav/ 

Finucane, Patrick Northern Irish 


lawyer 
fin-oo-kuhn /fr'nu:kan/ 


Fiorentina | Florence 


Fiorentina Italian football club 
fyorr-en-tee-nuh /fjoren'ti:na/ 
fioritura pl. fioriture musical term 
fi-aw-ri-toor-uh, pl. fi-aw-ri-toor-ay 
/fia:ri'tuara/, pl. /-rer/ 
fiqh philosophy of Islamic law 
feek /fi:k/ 
Firenze see Florence 
firn crystalline or granular snow 
feern /‘fran/ 
firni Indian dish 
feer-ni /‘fia(r)ni/ 
Fischer-Dieskau, Dietrich German 
baritone 
deet-rikh fish-uhr dee-skow / di:tri¢ 
ftfa(r) ‘di:skau/ 
Fischer, Joschka German politician 
yosh-kuh fish-uhr / jofka 'fifa(r)/ 
Fish Hoek suburb of Cape Town 
fish huuk /‘frf huk/ 
fistula pl. fistulae abnormal or surgically 
made passage 
fist-yuul-uh, pl. fist-yuul-ee /‘fistjule/, 
pl. /-li:/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
FISU International University Sports 
Federation 
fee-zoo /'fi:zu:/ 
fitché heraldic term 
fitch-ay /'‘fitfer/ 
Fiume see Rijeka 
fjord deep inlet of the sea between high 
cliffs 
fyord /fjo:(r)d/, Norwegian [fju:r] 
flageolet French kidney bean 
flaj-uh-let /fladga'let/, [flazole] 


Commonly also flaj-uh-lay. The same 
pronunciations are used for the musical 
instrument. 


flagon container in which drink is served 
flag-uhn /‘flagan/ 

Flaine resort, France 
flen /flen/ 

flambé covered with spirits and set alight 
briefly 
flom-bay /‘flomber/, French [flabe] 

Flamborough Head promontory, 
England 
flam-buh-ruh /‘flambara/ 

Flamengo Brazilian football club 
fluh-meng-goo /fla'‘mengu:/ 
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Flamsteed, John English astronomer 
flam-steed /‘flamsti:d/ 


Flanagan, Fionnula Irish actress 
fin-oo-luh /fi'nu:la/ 

Flanders region, divided between 
Belgium, France, and the Netherlands 
flahn-duhrz /‘fla:nda(r)z/ 

Established anglicization. The Flemish 
name is Vlaanderen, pronounced 
vlahn-duh-ruh(n), and the French name is 


Flandre (or Flandres), both pronounced 
flah(ng)-druh. 


Flandrian geological stage 
flahn-dri-uhn /‘flandrien/ 


Flaubert, Gustave French novelist 
gue-stahv floh-bair /gy,sta:v 
flau'be:(r)/ 

Flavian dynasty of Roman emperors 
flay-vi-uhn /‘flervien/ 

flavin pigment 
flay-vin /‘flervim/ 

fleadh Irish music festival 
flah /fla:/ 

Fleming native of Flanders 
flem-ing /‘flemm/ 

Flemish relating to Flanders 
flem-ish /‘flem1f/ 

Flensburg city, Germany 
flenss-boork /'flensbua(r)k/ 

fleur-de-lis lily 
flur-duh-lee / flo:(r)do'li:/ 

fleury decorated with fleurs-de-lis; 
also flory 
floor-i /‘fluari/ 

Flevoland province, Netherlands 
flay-voh-lunt /‘flerveulant/ 

floccinaucinihilipilification action of 
estimating something as worthless 
flok-sin-aw-si-ni-hil-ip-il-if-ik-ay- 
shuhn / floks1,no:sinihth,prlifi‘kerfan/ 

floccus pl. flocci tuft of wool 
flok-uhss, pl. flok-y /‘flokas/, pl. /-ka1/ 


Plural is sometimes also flok-sy. 
flokati Greek rug 

flok-ah-ti /flo’ka:ti/ 
Florence city, Italy 

florr-uhnss /‘florans/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Firenze, pronounced firr-ent-say. 
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Florentine relating to Florence 
florr-uhn-tyn /‘florantam/ 
Flores island, Indonesia 
flaw-ress /‘flo:res/ 
Flores island, the Azores 
florr-uhsh /‘floras/ 
Floriano city, Brazil 
florr-i-an-oo /flori'anu:/ 
Florianépolis city, Brazil 
florr-i-uh-nop-uul-iss / flo:rie'nopults/ 
floriferous producing many flowers 
florr-if-uh-ruhss /flo'rifaras/ 
florilegium pl. florilegia collection of 
literary extracts 
florr-il-ee-ji-uhm, pl. florr-il-ee-ji-uh 
/florr'li:d3iam/, pl. /-d3ie/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
florin former British coin 
florr-in /‘florin/ 
Florio, John English lexicographer 
flaw-ri-oh /‘flo:riau/ 
flory decorated with fleurs-de-lis; also 
fleury 
flaw-ri /‘flo:ri/ 
flotilla small fleet of ships 
fluh-til-uh /fla'tile/ 
Flotow, Friedrich German composer 
freed-rikh floh-toh / fri:dri¢ ‘flautau/ 
flotsam wreckage of a ship 
flot-suhm /‘flotsam/ 
floweret floret 
flow-uh-ruht /‘flavaret/ 
flugelhorn musical instrument 
floo-guhl-horn /‘flu:galho:(r)n/ 
Fluminense Brazilian football club 
floo-min-e(ng)-si /flu:mr'nési/ 
fluoresce shine or glow brightly 
flaw-ress /flo:'res/ 
Sometimes also floo-uh-ress. 


fluoride chemical compound 
floor-yd /‘fluaraid/ 


Commonly also flaw-ryd. 


fluorine chemical element 
floor-een /‘fluari:n/ 
Commonly also flaw-reen. 


Fluoxetine trademark antidepressant drug 
floo-ok-suh-teen /flu:'vksati:n/ 
Flushing port, Netherlands 
flush-ing /‘flasin/ 


Florentine | Folsom 


Established anglicization. The Dutch name 

is Vlissingen, pronounced vliss-ing-uh(n). 
fluvial relating to rivers 

floo-vi-uhl /‘flu:viel/ 

fluvoxamine antidepressant drug 
floo-voks-uh-meen /flu:'voksemi:n/ 

Fo, Dario Italian writer 
dar-i-oh foh /,da:riau ‘fau/ 

Foga city, Turkey 
fotch-uh /‘fotsSa/ 

focaccia Italian bread 
fuh-katch-uh /fa'katSa/ 

Foch, Ferdinand French general 
fair-dee-nah(ng) fosh /fe:(r)di:,nd 
‘fos/ 

foetid see fetid 

Foggia town, Italy 
foj-uh /‘fod3a/ 

Fogh Rasmussen, Anders see 
Rasmussen, Anders Fogh 

fogow Cornish earth-house 
foh-goo /‘fougu:/ 

féhn (also foehn) hot wind 
foen /fo:n/ 

foie gras short for paté de foie gras 
fwah grah /,fwa: ‘gra:/ 

Fokine, Michel Russian-born American 


dancer 

mee-shel fuh-keen /mi:,fel fa'ki:n/ 
Fokker, Anthony Dutch-born 

American aircraft designer 


fok-uhr /‘foka(r)/ 


The same pronunciation is used for the 
make of aircraft. 


folacin another term for folic acid 
fohl-uh-sin /‘faulesin/ 

folic acid vitamin of the B complex 
foh-lik /‘favlik/ 


Sometimes also fol-ik. 


folio individual leaf of paper or 
parchment 
foh-li-oh /‘fauliau/ 
Folketing Danish parliament 
fol-kuh-ting /‘folkatin/ 
Folkestone port, England 
fehk-stuhn /‘faukstan/ 
follis Roman coin 
fol-iss /‘folrs/ 
Folsom Palaeo-Indian culture 
fohl-suhm /‘feulsam/ 


Fomalhaut | fortis 


Fomalhaut star 
foh-muhl-hawt /‘favmal,ho:t/ 

foment instigate or stir up 
foh-ment /fau'ment/ 

fomites objects or materials which are 
likely to carry infection 
foh-mit-eez /‘faumiti:z/ 

fondant thick paste made of sugar and 
water 
fon-duhnt /‘fondent/ 

fondue French dish 
fon-doo /‘fondu:/, (fsdy] 

fontanelle space between the bones of 
the skull in an infant 
fon-tuh-nel / fonta'nel/ 

Fonteyn, Margot English ballet dancer 
mar-goh fon-tayn /,ma:(r)gau 
fon'tem/ 

fontina Italian cheese 
fon-tee-nuh /fon'ti:na/ 

foo yong Chinese dish 
foo yong /,fu: '‘jon/ 

foramen 1. foramina opening or 
passage 
fuh-ray-men, pl. fuh-ram-in-uh 
/fa'rermen/, pl. /-'ramima/ 

forastero cacao tree 
forr-uh-stair-oh /,fora'ste:rau/ 

foray sudden attack 
forr-ay /‘fore1/ 

Forbes American magazine 
forbz /fo:(r)bz/ 

The British surname is variously 


pronounced for-buhss and forbz, 
depending on individual preference. 


fordo (also foredo) kill 
for-doo /fo:(r)'du:/ 

forehead part of the face 
fawr-hed /‘fo:(r)hed/ 


Less commonly also forr-id. 


Forfar town, Scotland 
for-fuhr /‘fo:(r)fa(r)/ 
forfeit lose or be deprived 
for-fit /‘fo:(r)fit/ 
forint currency unit, Hungary 
forr-int /‘forint/ 
formaldehyde gas, used in solution as a 
preservative 
for-mal-duh-hyd /fo:(r)'‘maldahaid/ 
Forman, Milos Czech-born American 
film director 
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mee-losh for-muhn /,mi:lof 
‘fo:(rymen/ 
Formentera island, Mediterranean 
for-men-tair-uh / fo:(r)men'te:ra/ 
Formica trademark plastic laminate 
for-my-kuh /fo:(r)'maika/ 
formicarium ant'’s nest 
for-mik-air-i-uhm / fo:(ymr'ke:riem/ 
formidable inspiring fear or respect 
for-mid-uh-buhl /‘fo:(r)midabal/ 
Commonly also for-mid-uh-buhl. 


Formosa former name for Taiwan 
for-moh-suh /fo:(r)'mausa/ 
formula pl. formulae mathematical rule 
for-myuul-uh, pl. for-myuul-ee 
/'fo:(r)mjule/, pl. /-li:/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
formulary collection of set forms 
for-myuul-uh-ri /‘fo:mjolari/ 
Fornax constellation 
for-naks /'‘fo:(r)naks/ 
Fornells resort, Menorca 
for-nelss /fo:(r)'nels/ 
Forster, E. M. English novelist 
for-stuhr /'fo:(r)sta(r)/ 
Forsyth, Frederick English novelist 
for-syth /fo:(r)'sa10/ 
Forsyth, Bruce English entertainer 
for-syth /‘fo:(r)sa10/ 
forsythia shrub 
for-sy-thi-uh /fo:(r)'sa1@ia/ 
Fortaleza port, Brazil 
for-tuh-lay-zuh /,fo:(r)ta'lerza/ 
Fort-de-France capital of Martinique 
for-duh-frah(ng)ss / fo:(r)da'fras/ 
forte thing at which someone excels 
for-tay /'fo:(r)te1/ 


Sometimes also fort-i, but fort is less 
common now. 


forte musical term 
for-tay /‘fo:(r)te1/ 
fortepiano type of piano 
for-tay-pyan-oh /,fo:(r)ter'pjanau/ 
forthwith immediately 
forth-with /fo:6'w16/ 
Sometimes also forth-with. 


fortis strongly articulated 
for-tiss /‘fo:(r)tis/ 


135 


fortissimo p!. fortissimi musical term 
for-tiss-i-moh, pl. for-tiss-im-i 
/fo:(r)'tistmaov/, pl. /-mi/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Fort Knox military reservation, US 
noks /noks/ 
Fort Lamy former name for N’Djamena 
for lam-ee /,fo:(r) ‘lami:/ 
Fortuyn, Pim Dutch politician 
pim for-toeyn /,pim fo:(r)'toemn/ 
Forza Italia Italian political party 
fort-suh ee-tahl-yuh /,fo:(r)tsa 
irtalja/ 
Fosbury, Richard American 
high-jumper 
foz-buh-ri /‘fozbari/ 
fossa pl. fossae hollow 
foss-uh, pl. foss-ee /‘fosa/, pl. /-si:/ 
Fosse, Bob American theatre and film 
director 
foss-i /‘fosi/ 
fosse narrow trench or excavation 
foss /fos/ 
fossiliferous containing fossils 
foss-il-if-uh-ruhss / fosi'lifaras/ 
Foucault, Michel French philosopher 
mee-shel foo-koh /mi:,Jel fu:'kau/ 
Foulah see Fula 
foulard material of silk or silk and cotton 
foo-lard /‘fu:la:(r)d/ 
Foulkes, Imogen BBC journalist 
fohks /fauks/ 
This British surname is variously 


pronounced fohks and fowks, depending 
on individual preference. 


Fourier, Joseph French mathematician 
zhoh-zef foor-i-ay /3au,zef fuari'e1/ 


The same pronunciation is used for Fourier 
analysis. 


fovea pl. foveae depression in the retina 
foh-vi-uh, pl. foh-vi-ee /‘fauvia/, pl. 
/-vii:/ 

Fowles, John English novelist 
fowlz /faulz/ 

Fox, Vivica American actress 
viv-ik-uh /‘vivika/ 

Fox Quesada, Vicente Mexican 
president 
vee-sen-tay foks kay-sah-thuh 
/vi:senter foks ker'sa:da/ 

foyer entrance hall 


fortissimo | Frau 


foy-ay /‘forer/ 


Fra title given to an Italian monk or friar 
frah /fra:/ 


fracas disturbance or quarrel 
frak-ah /‘fraka:/ 


Fragonard, Jean-Honoré French 
painter 
zhah(ng) on-orr-ay frag-on-ar /34 
pnp,rei frago’na:(r)/ 

franc former currency unit, France 
frank /frank/, [fra] 


France country 
frahnss /fra:ns/, [fras] 
Established anglicization. 
Franche-Comté region, France 
frah(ng)sh ko(ng)-tay /,fraf k5'ter/ 
francium chemical element 
fran-si-uhm /‘fransiam/ 
Franck, César Belgian-born French 
composer 
say-zar frah(ng)k /se1,za:(r) ‘frak/ 
Franconia medieval duchy, Germany 
frank-oh-ni-uh /fray'keonio/ 
francophone French-speaking 
frank-oh-fohn /‘frankevfaun/ 
Frankenstein nove! by Mary Shelley 
frank-uhn-styn /‘frankenstam/ 
Frankfort city, US 
frank-fuhrt /‘frankfe(r)t/ 
Frankfurt city, Germany 
frank-furt /‘frankfo:(r)t/, German 
/‘frankfort/ 
© Established anglicization. 
Franklin, Aretha American singer 
uh-ree-thuh frank-lin /a,ri:@a 
‘franklin/ 
Franz Josef emperor of Austria 
frants yoh-zef / frants ‘jauzef/ 
frappé iced drink 
frap-ay /fra'pet/ 
Frascati region, Italy; also white wine 
made there 
frask-ah-ti /fra'ska:ti/ 
frater refectory of a monastery 
fray-tuhr /‘freita(r)/ 
Frattini, Franco Italian politician 
frank-oh frat-ee-ni /frankau fra'ti:ni/ 
Frau pl. Frauen German title for a 
woman 
frow, pl. frow-uhn /frau/, pl. /‘fravan/ 


Fraulein | Frostrup, Mariella 


Fraulein German title for a young 
woman 
froy-lyn /‘froilam/ 
Fray Bentos port, Uruguay 
fray bent-oss / fret ‘bentns/ 
Frazier, Joe American boxer 
fray-zi-uhr /‘freizia(r)/ 


This surname can also be pronounced 
fray-zhuhr in AM. 


Fredericton city, Canada 
fred-rik-tuhn /‘fredrikten/ 


freesia plant 
free-zhuh /‘fri:30/ 


‘Commonly also free-zi-uh. 


Frege, Gottlob German philosopher 
got-lohp fray-guh / gotloup ‘freiga/ 
Freiburg city, Germany 
fry-boork /‘fraibua(r)k/ 
Frelimo Mozambican political party 
frel-ee-moh /fre'li:mau/ 
Fremantle port, Australia 
free-mant-uhl /‘fri:mantel/ 
Frémont, John Charles American 
explorer 
free-mont /‘fri:zmont/ 
freon trademark aerosol propellant 
free-on /'fri:on/ 
Frescobaldi, Girolamo Italian 
composer 
jirr-ol-uh-moh fresk-oh-bal-di 
/d31,rolemau freskau'baldi/ 
Fresno city, US 
frez-noh /‘freznau/ 
Freud, Lucian German-born British 
painter 
loo-si-uhn froyd /lu:sian 'froid/ 
Freud, Sigmund Austrian 
psychotherapist 
zeek-muunt froyd /,zi:kmunt ‘fraid/ 
Frey Norse god 
fray /fret/ 
Freya Norse goddess 
fray-uh /'frera/ 
fricative type of speech sound 
frik-uh-tiv /‘frikativ/ 
Friedan, Betty American feminist and 
writer 
free-duhn /‘fri:dan/ 
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Friedrich, Caspar David German 
painter 
kasp-ar dah-vit freed-rikh / kaspa:(r) 
Ga:vit ‘fri:dri¢/ 

Friel, Anna English actress 
freel /fri:1/ 

Friesian breed of cow 
free-zhuhn /‘fri:3an/ 

Friesland province, Netherlands 
freez-luhnd /‘fri:zland/, {‘fri:slant] 
* Established anglicization. 

Frigga Norse mythological character 
frig-uh /‘friga/ 

frijoles beans 
fri-hoh-less /fri'havles/ 

Frisia ancient region, Europe 
free-zhuh /‘fri:3a/ 

Commonly also friz-i-uh. 


frittata Italian dish 
frit-ah-tuh /fri'ta:ta/ 

fritto misto Italian mixed dish 
free-toh mist-oh / fri:teu 'mistau/ 

Friuli historic region, Europe 
fri-oo-li /fri'u:li/ 

Friuli-Venezia Giulia region, Italy 
fri-oo-li ven-ets-i-uh joo-li-uh /frili 
ve,netsie 'd3u:lia/ 

frizzante semi-sparkling 
frit-san-tay /frit'santet/ 

Frobisher, Martin English explorer 
froh-bish-uhr /‘fraubifa(r)/ 

Frodo character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
froh-doh /'fraudau/ 

Fréhliche Weihnachten ‘Happy 
Christmas’ (German) 
froe-likh-uh vy-nakh-tuhn / fra:lica 
“vainaxten/ 

fromage frais soft cheese 
from-ahzh fray /fro,ma:3 ‘fret/ 

Fronde series of civil wars, France 
fro(ng)d /frid/ 

frontier border separating two countries 
frun-teer /‘frantia(r)/ 


Commonly also frun-teer. 


Frostrup, Mariella Norwegian-born 
English television presenter 


Friedman, Milton American economist —_marr-i-el-uh frost-ruup /mari,clo 


freed-muhn /‘fri:dman/ 


‘frostrup/ 
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French 


French is a Romance language, spoken by over 100 million people as 
their mother tongue. It is an official language in many countries, such 
as Belgium, Switzerland, Canada, and numerous African countries. 
French pronunciation is difficult because it is unpredictable. Like 
English—although less so—the pronunciation does not always reflect 
the spelling. You may get different sounds represented by the same let- 
ter, and there are letters which are sometimes pronounced and some- 
times silent. For example, should the S in the family name Ramus be 
pronounced? As it happens, both forms are used and not even a native 
French speaker could be sure without checking with the owner of the 
name first! Having said that, here are some general pronunciation tips. 


Stress 

French does not have stressed syllables in the same way as English. In a 
French word all syllables are given more or less equal weight, while the 
last syllable in a sentence is pronounced with a little more force. This 
sentence-level tonal pattern is sometimes mistaken for word-final 
stress. 

Despite this, when giving advice on how to pronounce French names 
in an English context it becomes necessary to use stress. Traditionally, 
English speakers like to stress the first syllable of French words, and 
will say kal-ay and shat-oh for Calais and chateau. The BBC sometimes 
gets complaints about this, as it is perceived as less ‘French’. These 
days, when we research French names for our broadcasters we often 
give last-syllable stress, as you will see in the many French entries in 
this dictionary. 


Accents 

Accents in French therefore do not indicate stress, but vowel quality. 

An acute accent over E makes a sound close to ay (although not diph- 
thongal in French). André, for example, is pronounced ah(ng)-dray. A 
grave accent over E is pronounced as in English bed. Iréne is ee-ren. 


Nasalized vowels 

Vowels are nasalized before N or M at the end of a word or when N or 
M is followed by another consonant. Otherwise, the vowel is not nasal- 
ized and the N or M is pronounced. So bon is pronounced bo(ng), and 
bonne is bon. The letter E can be pronounced either ah(ng) or a(ng) 
when nasalized. Contrary to popular belief, the composer Poulenc is in 
fact pronounced poo-la(ng)k, not poo-lah(ng)k. 
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Liaison 

The letters S, Z, X, T, D, N, M, R, P, and G are usually silent at the 
end of a word, but if the next word begins with a vowel sound they are 
generally pronounced. Petit is puh-tee, but petit enfant is puh-teet 
ah(ng)-fah(ng). This phenomenon is known as liaison. There are many 
rules governing the occurrence of liaison in French. For example, it is 
more common in formal language than in an informal, colloquial con- 
text. 


Some other letters 

Cis pronounced s before the letters I, E, and Y. It is pronounced k 
before A, U, O, and all consonants. ¢ is always pronounced s. CH is 
always sh. 

Gis pronounced zh before I, E, and Y. It is pronounced g before A, O, 
U, and all consonants. 

H in word-initial position is always silent, although there are two kinds 
of silent H. One kind, known in French as H aspiré, prevents liaison 
taking place. Loanwords from other languages (hi-fi, hot-dog) are 
likely to be H aspiré. 

J is always pronounced zh. 

O can be either oh or o. O is always oh. 

Q is always k. 

S is usually s. Between vowels and in a liaison it is voiced z. 

U is always ue, the close, rounded vowel you find in French vu. 

W can be either v or w, more usually v. 

X can be pronounced in different ways, usually ks, but gz between 
vowels. In some cases it is also pronounced s, as in the place name 
Auserre. 

Y is ee as a vowel, and y as a consonant. 


Frottola Italian madrigal fyoo-shuh /'fju:fo/ 
frot-oh-luh /‘froteule/ fuchsin (also fuchsine) red synthetic dye 
fructose sugar fook-seen /‘fu:ksi:n/ 
fruk-tohz /‘frakteoz/ fuehrer see fiihrer 
FTSE London stock exchange index Fuentes, Carlos Mexican writer 
fuut-si /‘fotsi/ kar-loss fwent-ess /ka:(r)lps ‘fwentes/ 
Fuad name of two kings of Egypt Fuerteventura island, Canary Islands 
foo-ad /'fu:ad/ fwair-tay-ven-toor-uh 
Fuchs, Klaus German-born British / fwe:(r)terven'tuare/ 
physicist Fugard, Athol South African dramatist 
klowss fuuks / klaus 'fuks/ ath-uhl fyoo-gard /,a99l ‘fju:ga:(r)d/ 
Fuchs, Vivian English geologist and fugato musical term 
explorer foo-gah-toh /fu:'ga:tau/ 
fuuks /foks/ fugu poisonous pufferfish 


fuchsia shrub foo-goo /'fu:gu:/ 
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fugue musical composition 
fyoog /fju:g/ 
fahrer (also fuehrer) tyrannical leader 
fyoor-uhr /‘fjuara(r)/, German ['fy:re] 
Fujairah state, United Arab Emirates 
foo-jy-ruh /fu:'d3arre/ 
Fuji, Mount volcano, Japan 
foo-ji /‘fu:d3i/ 
Fujian province, China 
foo-ji-an /,fu:d3i'an/ 


The strain of influenza of the same name, 
however, is usually pronounced foo-ji-uhn. 


Fujitsu Japanese company 
foo-jit-soo /fu:'d3itsu:/ 
* Established anglicization; see JAPANESE 
panel. 

Fukuoka city, Japan 
foo-koo-oh-kuh / furku:'‘auko/ 

Fula (also Foulah) Fulani language 
foo-luh /‘fu:lo/ 

Fulani West African ethnic group 
foo-lah-ni /fu:'la:ni/ 

fulvous reddish yellow 
ful-vuhss /‘falvas/ 


Sometimes also fuul-vuhss. 


fumarole opening in a volcano 
fyoo-muh-rohl /‘fju:maraol/ 

Funafuti capital of Tuvalu 
foo-nuh-foo-ti /,fu:na'fu:ti/ 

Funchal port, Madeira 
fuun-shal /fun'Sal/, Portuguese [fi' Jal] 
Established anglicization. 

fundus pl. fundi part of a hollow organ 
fun-duhss, pl. fun-dy /‘fandas/, pl. 
/-dat/ 

Funen island, Denmark 
fyoo-nuhn /‘fju:nan/ 


Established anglicization. The Danish name 
is Fyn, pronounced fuen [fy:n]. 


fungus pl. fungi mushroom 
fung-guhss, pl. fung-gy /‘fanges/, pl. 
f-gat/ 
Plural less commonly also fun-jy; standard 
-es plural is also possible. 


Far Sudanese ethnic group 
foor /fua(r)/ 

Fir Elise piano piece by Beethoven 
fuer el-ee-zuh / fy:(r) e'li:za/ 

furioso musical term 
fyoor-i-oh-zoh /,fjvari'avzeu/ 


fugue | fyrd 


Furneaux Islands group of islands, 
Tasmania 
fur-noh /‘fa:(r)nau/ 

furore outbreak of public anger or 
excitement 
fyoo-raw-ri / fju'ro:ri/ 
Sometimes also fyoor-or. AM is fyoor-uhr. 


Furtwangler, Wilhelm German 
conductor 
vil-helm foort-veng-luhr /,vilhelm 
‘foa(r)t,venla(r)/ 

fuscous dark and sombre in colour 
fusk-uhss /‘faskas/ 

fuselage main body of an aircraft 
fyoo-zuh-lahzh /‘fju:zala:3/ 
Commonly also fyoo-zuh-lij. 


Fuseli, Henry Swiss-born British 
painter 
fyoo-zuh-li /‘fju:zali/ 
Very commonly also fyoo-zel-i. 


fusel oil mixture of several alcohols 
fyoo-zuhl /'fju:zal/ 

Fushun city, China 
foo-shuun /,fu:'fon/ 

fusilier member of various British 
regiments 
fyoo-zil-eer / fju:zr'lia(r)/ 

fusillade series of shots fired 
fyoo-zil-ayd /,fju:zr'lerd/ 
Sometimes also fyoo-zil-ahd. 


fusilli type of pasta 
foo-zee-li /fu:'zi:li/ 
fustanella Greek and Albanian kilt 
fust-uh-nel-uh / fasta'nela/ 
futhark runic alphabet 
foo-thark /'fu:6a:(r)k/ 
futon type of mattress 
foo-ton /‘fu:ton/ 
Futuna see Wallis and Futuna Islands 
Fuxin city, China 
foo-shin /,fu:'[1n/ 
Fuzhou port, China 
foo-joh / fu:'d3au/ 
fylfot swastika 
fil-fot /‘fulfot/ 
Fyn see Funen 
fyrd English militia before 1066 
furd /fa:(r)d/ 
Sometimes also feerd. 


Ga Ghanaian language 
gah /ga:/ 

Gaarder, Jostein Norwegian writer 
yoo-stayn gor-duhr /,ju:stem 
'gox(r)da(r)/ 

gaberdine worsted or cotton cloth 
gab-uhr-deen / gaba(r)'‘di:n/ 

Gabés (also Qabis) port, Tunisia 
gah-biss /‘ga:bis/ 

Gabo, Naum Russian-born American 
sculptor 
nawm gab-oh /,no:m ‘gabau/ 

Gabon country 
guh-bon /ga'bon/, French [gab3] 


Established anglicization; sometimes also 
gab-on. 


Gabonese relating to Gabon 
gab-uh-neez /gaba‘ni:z/ 

Gaboon viper snake 
guh-boon /ga‘bu:n/ 

Gabor, Zsa Zsa Hungarian-born 
American actress 
zhah zhah gab-or /,3a: 3a: ga'bo:(r)/ 


The pronunciation of the Hungarian 
surname Gabor is gah-bor. 


Gaborone capital of Botswana 
gab-uh-roh-ni /,gaba'rauni/ 


Established anglicization. A more native 
pronunciation, khab-uu-roo-ni, is also 


heard. 


Gabriel biblical name 
gay-bri-uhl /'getbrial/ 

Gabrieli, Giovanni Italian composer 
and organist 
juh-vah-ni gab-ri-ay-li /d3a,va:ni 
gabri'erli/ 

Gad biblical name 
gad /gad/ 

Gaddafi, Mu’ammer (also Qaddafi) 
Libyan head of state 
muu-um-uhr guh-dah-fi /mo,ama(r) 
ga‘da:fi/, Arabic [mu'amma(r) 
qad'dz:fi] 
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© Established anglicization; see ARABIC 
panel. 

Gade, Niels Danish composer 
neelss gay-thuh / ni:ls ‘getda/, ['ge:69] 

gadolinium chemical element 
gad-uh-lin-i-uhm /,gada'lmiam/ 

Gaea Greek mythological character; also 
called Gaia 
jee-uh /‘d3i:o/ 

Gael Gaelic-speaking person 
gayl /gerl/ 

Gaelic relating to the Gaels or their 
language 
gay-lik, gal-ik /‘gerlik/, /‘galik/ 
Irish Gaelic is usually pronounced gay-lik, 
while Scottish Gaelic is more commonly 
gal-ik. 

Gaeltacht region, Ireland 
gayl-tuhkht /‘geiltaxt/ 

Gagarin, Yuri Russian cosmonaut 
yoor-i guh-gar-in /,juari ga'ga:rim/ 

Gagauz Moldovan ethnic group 
gag-uh-ooz /gage'u:2/ 

Gaia Greek mythological character; also 
called Gaea 
gy-uh /‘gata/ 

gaijin Japanese word for a foreigner 
gy-jin /gar'd3in/ 

gaillardia plant of the daisy family 
gay-lar-di-uh /ger'la:(r)dia/ 

Gainsborough, Thomas English 
painter 
gaynz-buh-ruh /‘gemzbara/ 

Gainsbourg, Serge French singer 
sairzh ga(ng)z-boor /,se:(r)3 
‘gézbua(r)/ 

gaita bagpipe 
gy-tuh /'gaita/ 

Gaitskell, Hugh English statesman 
gayt-skuhl /‘gertskal/ 

gala social occasion 
gah-luh /‘ga:la/ 
Sometimes also, and commonly in AM, 
gay-luh. 
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Gaelic 


Irish Gaelic (usually pronounced gay-lik, and sometimes just called 
Irish) and Scottish Gaelic (usually pronounced gal-ik) are two distinct 
languages. However, they are closely related to one another, and it is 
possible to generalize about the pronunciation that should be used 
when words or names from either language are being spoken in an 
English-language context. The BBC broadcasts in both Scottish Gaelic 
://www.bbc.co.uk/scotland/alba) and Irish (see http:// 
, and we usually consult native 

speak ers working within the BBC to verify our recommendations. As 
always, these are anglicized in line with our policy and the constraints 
of the respelling. 
There can be a considerable level of anglicization of Gaelic place 
names, since English is usually also spoken. There is also some regional 
variation between speakers of Gaelic. Our consultation with native 
speakers allows us to gauge the appropriate level of anglicization, as 
well as giving us guidance with the more complex areas of Gaelic pro- 
nunciation. A few broad guidelines are listed below. 
Stress in Gaelic generally falls on the first syllable, with a few specific 
exceptions. 


Vowels 
An acute accent (called a fada in Irish Gaelic) indicates that a vowel is 
long. In our recommendations we advise that A is pronounced uh and 
Ais aw; Eis pronounced e and £ is ay; I is pronounced i and { is ee; O 
is pronounced 0 and O is oh; and U is pronounced u and U is 00. Other 
vowel pronunciations such as diphthongs are more complex, and we 
consult native speakers for guidance. 


Consonants 
B, C, F, L, M, and R are pronounced approximately as in English. D, G, 
L, N, S, and T are as in English before A, O, or U, but they change 
before E or I; D becomes j, G is gy, L is ly, N is ny, S is sh, and T is ch. 
For example, the Gaelic toast Sldinte can be pronounced slahn-chuh. 

H at the beginning of a word is pronounced h, but H after a conson- 
ant indicates a pronunciation change. BH and MH are usually both 
pronounced v. For example, the Scottish name Mhairi can be pro- 
nounced vah-ri (although mar-i is also used), and the Irish name 
Siobhan is shiv-awn. DH and GH are both pronounced similarly to kh 
(as in loch) before A, O, or U, and y before E or I or in the middle of a 
word. PH is pronounced f, CH is pronounced kh (as in loch), and SH 
and TH are both pronounced h. Sequences of consonants with H can 
also become completely silent; we consult dictionaries and native 
speakers for further guidance. 


galactagogue | galliot 


galactagogue food or drug promoting 
flow of a mother's milk 
guh-lakt-uh-gog /ga‘laktagng/ 
Galadriel character from The Lord of 
the Rings 
gal-ad-ri-el /ga'ladriel/ 
galago bushbaby 
guh-lay-goh /ga'‘legau/ 
Galahad knight 
gal-uh-had /‘galahad/ 
galangal herb 
gal-uhng-gal /‘galengal/ 
galant musical term 
ga!-ant /ga'lant/ 
galantine dish of white meat or fish 
gal-uhn-teen /‘galonti:n/ 
Galapagos Islands islands, Pacific 
Ocean 
guh-lap-uh-goss /ga'lapagns/ 
Galatas resort, Crete 
gal-at-ass /gala‘tas/ 
Galatea Greek mythological character 
gal-uh-tee-uh /,gala'ti:a/ 
Galatasaray Turkish football club 
guh-lat-uh-suh-ry /ga,latasa'rat/ 
Galati city, Romania 
gal-ats /ga'lats/ 
Galatia ancient region, Asia Minor 
guh-lay-shuh /ga'leifa/ 
Galatians book of the New Testament 
guh-lay-shuhnz /ga'lerfanz/ 
Galba Roman emperor 
gal-buh /‘galba/ 
Galbraith, John Kenneth 
Canadian-born American economist 
gal-brayth /‘galbre16/ 


The BR pronunciation of this surname is 


gal-brayth. 


Galeao airport, Rio de Janeiro 
gal-i-ow(ng) /gali'‘au/ 

Galen Greek physician 
gay-luhn /‘gerlen/ 

galenic relating to Galen 
gubh-len-ik /ga'lenik/ 

galette savoury pancake 
guh-let /ga'let/ 

galia melon small melon 
gah-li-uh /‘ga:lia/ 

Galicia autonomous region, Spain 
guh-liss-i-uh /ga‘lisia/, [ga'li8ja] 


142 


Established anglicization. Also known as 
Galiza in Galician, pronounced gal-ee-thuh. 


Galilean relating to Galileo 
gal-il-ay-uhn /,galr'leran/ 

Galilean relating to Galilee 
gal-il-ee-uhn / galr'li:en/ 

Galilee region, ancient Palestine 
gal-il-ee /‘galnli:/ 

Galileo Galilei Italian astronomer 
gal-il-ay-oh gal-il-ay-i /,galr'lerau 
galr'leri/ 

Galiza see Galicia 

gall impudent behaviour 
gawl /ga:l/ 

Gallagher, Liam and Noel English 
musicians 
gal-uh-guhr /‘galaga(r)/ 

This British surname is variously 
pronounced gal-uh-huhr, gal-uh-khuhr, 
and gal-uh-guhr, depending on individual 
preference. 


gallant charming man 
guh-lant /ga'lant/ 

Galle port, Sri Lanka 
gawil /go:1/ 

* Established anglicization. 

galleria collection of shops under a 
single roof 
gal-uh-ree-uh / gale'ri:a/ 

Gallia Narbonensis Roman province 
gal-i-uh nar-buh-nen-siss / galia 
wna:(r)ba'nensis/ 

Galliano Italian liqueur 
gal-i-ah-noh / gali'anau/ 

galliard dance 
gal-i-ard /‘galia:(r)d/ 

Gallic relating to France 
gal-ik /‘galrtk/ 

Gallican relating to the ancient Church 
of Gaul or France 
gal-ik-uhn /‘galiken/ 

Gallicism French idiom 
gal-iss-iz-uhm /‘gali,sizom/ 

galligaskins breeches, trousers, or 
gaiters 
gal-ig-ask-inz /,galr'gaskinz/ 

gallimimus dinosaur 
gal-im-y-muhss /,galr'matmas/ 
galliot ship 


gal-i-uht /‘galiat/ 
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Gallipoli peninsula, Turkey 
guh-lip-uh-li /ga‘lipeli/ 

gallium chemical element 
gal-i-uhm /‘galiam/ 

galliwasp lizard 
gal-i-wosp /'galiwnsp/ 

galloglass mercenary 
gal-oh-glahss /‘galaugla:s/ 

gallon unit of volume 
gal-uhn /‘galen/ 

galloon ornamental strip of fabric 
guh-loon /ge'lu:n/ 

Galloway area, Scotland 
gal-uh-way /‘galowe1/ 

gallstone hard mass formed in the gall 
bladder 
gawl-stohn /‘go:Istaun/ 

Gallup poll trademark assessment of 
public opinion 
gal-uhp /‘galep/ 

Galois, Evariste French mathematician 
ay-varr-eest gal-wah /erva,ri:st 
gal'wa:/ 

galop ballroom dance 
gal-uhp /‘galap/ 

Sometimes also gal-op. 


galosh waterproof overshoe 
guh-losh /ga'lps/ 

Galsworthy, John English novelist 
gawlz-wur-thi /'go:1zwa:(r)di/ 

Galtieri, Leopoldo Argentinian 
politician 
lay-op-ol-doh galt-yair-i /lero.poldau 
galtj'e:ri/ 

Galton, Francis English scientist 
gawl-tuhn /‘go:lten/ 

Galvani, Luigi Italian anatomist 
luu-ee-ji gal-vah-ni /lu,i:d3i gal'va:ni/ 

galvanic relating to electric currents 
produced by chemical action 
gal-van-ik /gal'vantk/ 

galvanize shock someone into taking 
action 
gal-vuh-nyz /‘galvanatz/ 

galvanometer instrument for 
measuring electric currents 
gal-vuh-nom-it-uhr / galva'npmita(r)/ 

Galveston port, US 
gal-vuh-stuhn /‘galvastan/ 

Galway county, Republic of Ireland 
gawl-way /’ga:lwet/ 


Gallipoli | Gandhi, Mahatma 


Gama, Vasco da see da Gama, Vasco 

Gamay variety of black wine grape 
gam-ay /‘game1/ 

gamba see viola da gamba 

Gambia country 
gam-bi-uh /‘gambia/ 

Gambier Istands group of coral islands, 
South Pacific 
gam-bi-uhr /‘gambie(r)/ 

Gambon, Michael Irish-born British 
actor 
gam-bon /‘gambon/ 

gamelan traditional Indonesian 
instrumental ensemble 
gam-ub-lan /‘gamalan/ 

gamgee surgical dressing 
gam-ji /‘gamd3i/ 

Gamla Stan historic area of Stockholm 
gam-luh stahn / gamla ‘sta:n/ 

gamma letter of the Greek alphabet 
gam-uh /'gama/ 

Gamow, George Russian-born 
American physicist 
gay-moh /‘germau/ 

gamut complete range of something 
gam-uht /‘gamat/ 

Gan dialect of Chinese 
gan /gan/ 

ganache whipped filling of chocolate 
and cream 
guh-nash /go'nas/ 

Ganapati another name for Ganesh 
gun-uh-put-i /,gana'pati/ 

Gane city, Azerbaijan 
guhn-juh /‘gend3a/ 

Gance, Abel French film director 
ab-el gah(ng)ss /a,bel ‘gas/ 

Gand see Ghent 

Gandalf character from The Lord of 
the Rings 
gan-dalf /‘gandalf/ 

Gander town, Newfoundland 
gan-duhr /‘ganda(r)/ 

gander male goose 
gan-duhr /‘ganda(r)/ 

Gandhi, Indira Indian stateswoman 
in-dirr-uh gahn-di /,mdrra ‘ga:ndi/ 
Gandhi, Mahatma Indian nationalist 

and spiritual leader 
muh-haht-muh gahn-di /ma,ha:tma 
‘ga:ndi/ 


Gandhi, Rajiv | Garuda 


Gandhi, Rajiv Indian statesman 
rah-jeev gahn-di /ra:,d3i:v ‘ga:ndi/ 
Gandhi, Sonia Italian-born Indian 
politician 
son-yuh gahn-di /,spnja ‘ga:ndi/ 
Gandhinagar city, India 
gahn-di-nug-uhr /,ga:ndi'naga(r)/ 
Ganesh Hindu god; also called Ganesha 
guh-naysh /go’nerS/ 
Ganesha Hindu god; also called Ganesh 
guh-nay-shuh /ga'‘nerfa/ 
Ganges river, India and Bangladesh 
gan-jeez /‘gand3i:z/ 
Established anglicization. The Hindi name 
is Ganga, pronounced gung-guh. 


gangrene death and decomposition of 
body tissue 
gang-green /'gaygri:n/ 

Gangtok city, India 
gang-tok /gan'tok/ 

ganja cannabis 
gan-juh /‘gand3o/ 

Gansu province, China 
gan-soo /gan'su:/ 

Ganymede Greek mythological 
character 
gan-im-eed /‘ganimi:d/ 

garage building for housing vehicles 
garr-ij /‘garid3/ 
Very commonly also garr-ahj and 


garr-ahzh. AM is usually guh-rahzh. 


Garai, Romola English actress 
ruh-moh-luh guh-ry /ra,maula ga'rar/ 
masala Indian spice mixture 
gurr-uhm muh-sah-luh /,garem 
ma'sa:la/ 
garand rifle 
garr-uhnd /‘garand/ 
garbanzo bean chickpea 
gar-ban-zoh /ga:(r)'banzau/ 
Garbarek, Jan Norwegian jazz 
musician 
yahn guhr-bar-ek /,ja:n ga(r)‘ba:rek/ 
Garbo, Greta Swedish actress 
gret-uh gar-boh / greta ‘ga:(r)bau/, 
L,gre:ta 'garbu] 
Established anglicization. Her real name 


was Greta Gustafsson, pronounced 
guust-af-son. 


Garcia Bernal, Gael Mexican actor 
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gah-el gar-see-uh bair-nal /ga:,2} 
ga:(r),si:a bex(r)'nal/ 

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel Colombian 
novelist 
gab-ri-el gar-see-uh mar-kess 
/gabri,el gax(r), si:a ‘ma:(r)kes/ 

garcon waiter in a French restaurant or 
hotel 
gar-son /‘ga:(r)spn/, [garsd] 

Garda pl. Gardai Irish state police force 
gar-duh, pl. gar-dee /'ga:(r)da/, pl. 
}-'di:/ 

Garda, Lake lake, Italy 
gar-duh /‘ga:(r)da/ 

Gardena city, US 
gar-dee-nuh /ga:(r)'di:na/ 

gardenia tree or shrub 
gar-dee-ni-uh /ga:(r)'di:nia/ 

garderobe toilet in a medieval building 
gar-drohb /‘ga:(r)draub/ 
gargantuan enormous 
gar-gan-tyoo-uhn /ga:(r)'gantjuen/ 
gargoyle grotesque carved human or 
animal face 
gar-goyl /‘ga:(r)gorl/ 

Garibaldi, Giuseppe Italian military 
leader 
juuz-ep-ay garr-ib-al-di /d3u,zeper 
gari'baldi/ 

garibaldi biscuit 
garr-ib-awl-di /,garr’bo:1di/ 

Garmisch-Partenkirchen town, 
Germany 
gar-mish par-tuhn-keer-khuhn 
/,ga:(r)m1f pa:(r)tan'kra(r)¢an/ 

Garonne river, France 
garr-on /ga'ron/ 

Garoua port, Cameroon 
garr-o0-uh /ga'ru:a/ 

garron Highland pony 
garr-uhn /‘garen/ 

Garros, Roland French aviator 
rol-ah(ng) garr-oss /rv,lé ga'rps/ 
The same pronunciation is used for the 
Roland-Garros sports stadium in Paris. 


garrotte kill by strangulation 
guh-rot /ga'rot/ 

garrulous excessively talkative 
garr-uh-luhss /‘garalos/ 

Garuda mythical bird in Hinduism 
garr-uud-uh /‘garuda/ 
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Garvey, Marcus Jamaican political 
activist 
gar-vi /‘ga:(r)vi/ 

Gascoigne, Paul English footballer 
gask-oyn /‘gaskoin/ 

Gascon relating to Gascony 
gask-uhn /'gaskan/ 

Gascony region, France 
gask-ub-ni /‘gaskani/ 


Established anglicization. The French name 
is Gascogne, pronounced gask-on-yuh 
Cgaskonj]. 


gaseous relating to gas 
gass-i-uhss /‘gasias/ 


Sometimes also gay-si-uhss. 


Gaskell, Elizabeth English novelist 
gask-uhl /‘gaskal/ 

Gassendi, Pierre French astronomer 
and philosopher 
pyair gass-a(ng)-dee / pje:(r) gasé'di:/ 

Gastarbeiter guest worker 
gast-ar-by-tuhr /‘gast,a:(r)baita(r)/ 

Gasthaus pl. Gasthauser German 
inn or hotel 
gast-howss, pl. gast-hoy-zuhr 
/‘gasthaus/, pl. /-,ho1za(r)/ 

Gasthof pl. Gasthéfe German hotel 
gast-hohf, pl. gast-hoe-fuh 
/‘gasthauf/, pl. /-,ha:fa/ 

« Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Gastornis extinct flightless bird 
gast-or-niss /ga'sta:(r)nis/ 

gastrectomy surgical removal of the 
stomach 
gast-rek-tuh-mi /ga’strektomi/ 

Zastritis inflammation of the lining of 
the stomach 
gast-ry-tiss /ga'straitis/ 

gastronome gourmet 
gast-ruh-nohm /‘gastranaum/ 

Gastropoda class of molluscs 
gast-rop-uh-duh /gas'tropada/ 

gateau cake 
gat-oh /‘gatau/ 

Gatha poem attributed to Zoroaster 
gah-thah /‘ga:6a:/ 

gauche unsophisticated 
gohsh /gauS/ 

Gaucher’s disease hereditary disease 
goh-shayz /gau' fe1z/ 

gaucho cowboy 


Garvey, Marcus | gavelkind 


gow-choh /‘gautfau/ 

Gaudi, Antonio Spanish architect 
an-tohn-yoh gow-dee /an‘taunjau 
gau'di:/, [gau'di] 

Gaudier-Brzeska, Henri French 
sculptor 
ah(ng)-ree goh-dyay bzhesk-uh /a,ri: 
gau,djet 'b3eska/ 

gauge instrument 
gayj /ge1d3/ 

Gauguin, Paul French painter 
pol goh-ga(ng) /,pol gavu'gé/ 

Gauhati city, India 
gow-hah-ti /gau'ha:ti/ 

Gaul ancient region, Europe 
gawil /go:1/ 

Gauleiter official under Nazi rule 
gow-ly-tuhr /‘gaulaita(r)/ 

Gaulle, Charles de see de Gaulle, 
Charles 

Gaullism principles and policies of 
Charles de Gaulle 
goh-liz-uhm /‘gavlizam/ 

Gaultier, Jean-Paul French fashion 
designer 
zhah(ng) pol goh-tyay /3a pol 
gav'tjer/ 

gaur wild ox 
gow-uhr /‘gaua(r)/ 

Gauss, Karl Friedrich German 
mathematician 
karl freed-rikh gowss / ka:(r)l frisdri¢ 
‘gaus/ 

gauss unit of magnetic induction 
gowss /gaus/ 

Gautama see Siddhartha Gautama 

Gauteng province, South Africa 
khow-teng /‘xauten/ 

gauze transparent fabric 
gawz /go:2/ 

gavage administration of food or drugs 
by force 
gav-ahzh /ga'va:3/ 

Gavaskar, Sunil Indian cricketer 
soo-neel gah-vuhsk-uhr /su:,ni:1 
‘ga:vaska(r)/ 

gavel auctioneer’s hammer 
gav-uhl /‘gavel/ 

gavelkind system of inheritance 
gav-uh!-kynd /‘gavalkamnd/ 


Giavle | geminate 


Gavle city, Sweden 
yay-vluh /‘jervla/, [‘je:vla] 
gavotte French dance 
guh-vot /ga'vot/ 
Gawain knight in Arthurian legend 
gah-wayn /‘ga:wein/ 


Commonly also guh-wayn. 


Gaya city, India 
gy-uh /‘garo/ 
gayal ox 
gy-al /gar‘al/ 
Gazankulu former Tsonga homeland, 
South Africa 
gaz-ank-oo-loo /,gazan'ku:lu:/ 
gazar kind of silk fabric 
guh-zar /ga'za:(r)/ 
Gaza Strip strip of territory, Palestine 
gah-zuh /'ga:za/ 
gazebo small building 
guh-zee-boh /ga'zi:bau/ 
gazetteer geographical index or 
dictionary 
gaz-uh-teer /,gaza'tia(r)/ 
Gaziantep city, Turkey 
gah-zee-an-tep /ga:‘zi:an,tep/ 
gazpacho Spanish dish 
gaz-patch-oh /gaz'patfau/, [gad'patfo]} 
Gdahsk port, Poland 
guh-dansk /ga'dansk/, (gdaisk] 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Danzig, pronounced dant-sikh 
(‘dantsi¢]. 


Gdynia port, Poland 
guh-din-yuh /ga'dinja/ 

gean cherry 
geen /gi:n/ 

Geber Arab chemist 
jee-buhr /‘d3i:ba(r)/ 

gecko lizard 
gek-oh /‘gekau/ 

Geechee English creole spoken in South 
Carolina and Georgia 
gee-chee /'gi:tfi:/ 

Geelong port, Australia 
jee-long /d3i:'lon/ 

Ge’ez ancient Semitic language of 
Ethiopia 
gee-ez /‘gi:ez/ 

gefilte fish Jewish dish 
guh-fil-tuh /ga'filte/ 


146 


gegenschein light seen in the night sky 
opposite the position of the sun 
gay-guhn-shyn /‘gergan,Jain/ 

Gehenna hell 
guh-hen-uh /ga‘hena/ 

Gehrig, Lou American baseball player 
gerr-ig /‘ger1g/ 

Gehry, Frank Canadian-born American 
architect 
gair-i /‘ge:ri/ 

Geiger, Hans Wilhelm German 
nuclear physicist 
hanss vil-helm gy-guhr /,hans 
vilhelm ‘garga(r)/ 

Geikie, Archibald Scottish geologist 
gee-ki /‘gi:ki/ 

geisha Japanese hostess 
gay-shuh /‘gersa/ 

geist spirit 
gyst /gaist/ 

Gejiu (also Geju) city, China 
gej-00 /ge'd3u:/ 

gelada baboon 
juh-lah-duh /d3a'la:da/ 

gelato pl. gelati Italian ice cream 
juh-lah-toh, pl. juh-lah-ti /d3a'la:tau/, 
pl. /d3a'la:ti/ 

Gelderland province, Netherlands 
gel-duhr-land /‘gelda(r)land/, 
['yeldarlant] 

* Established anglicization. 

Geldof, Bob Irish musician 
gel-dof /‘geldof/ 

Geller, Uri Israeli celebrity 
oor-i gel-uhr /,uari ‘gela(r)/ 

Gell-Mann, Murray American 
theoretical physicist 
gel-man /gel'man/ 

Gelsenkirchen city, Germany 
gel-zuhn-keer-khuhn 
/,gelzan'kia(r)can/ 

gematria Cabbalistic method of 
interpreting the Hebrew scriptures 
gee-may-tri-uh /gi:'‘mettria/ 

Gemayel, Pierre Lebanese political 
leader 
pyair juh-my-uhl /,pje:(r) d3a'matel/ 

Gemeinschaft social relations between 
individuals 
guh-myn-shaft /ga'mainfaft/ 

geminate identical adjacent speech 
sounds 
jem-in-uht /‘d3emmat/ 
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geminate double a speech sound 
jem-in-ayt /‘dgemmeit/ 
Gemini constellation 
jem-in-y /‘djemmat/ 
gemsbok antelope 
khemz-bok /'xemzbok/ 
gendarme French police officer 
zhah(ng)-darm /3an‘da:(r)m/ 
genealogy study of lines of descent 
jee-ni-al-uh-ji /d3imni'aled3i/ 
generalissimo commander 
jen-uh-ruh-liss-im-oh 
/,d3enara'listmeu/ 
Genesis book of the Bible 
jen-uh-siss /‘d3enasts/ 
Genet, Jean French novelist 
zhah(ng) zhuh-nay /,34 3a'ner/ 
Geneva city, Switzerland 
juh-nee-vuh /d3e'ni:va/ 


geminate | gesundheit 


jen-tee-lay dah fab-ri-ah-noh 
/d3en,ti:let da: fabrr‘a:neu/ 
gentoo penguin 
jen-too /d3en'tu:/ 
genus pl. genera grouping of organisms 
jee-nuhss, pl. jen-uh-ruh /‘d3i:nas/, pl. 
/‘dzenera/ 
georgette dress fabric 
jor-jet /d3o:(r)'d3et/ 
Gera city, Germany 
gay-ruh /‘gerra/ 
Geraldton port, Australia 
jerr-uhl-tuhn /‘d3eraltan/ 
geranial fragrant oil 
juh-ray-ni-uhl /d3e'remial/ 
geranium plant 
juh-ray-ni-uhm /d3e'remniom/ 
gerbera plant 
jur-buh-ruh /'d3a:(r)bara/ 


Established anglicization. The French name 
is Genéve, pronounced zhuh-ney, and the 


German name is Genf, pronounced genf. 


genever Dutch gin 
juh-nee-vuhr /d3a‘ni:va(r)/ 
Genghis Khan Mongol emperor 
jeng-giss kahn /,d3engis 'ka:n/ 
genic relating to genes 
jen-ik /‘d3entk/ 


Commonly also jee-nik. 


genizah room attached to a synagogue 
gen-ee-zuh /ge'ni:za/ 

Genoa port, Italy 
jen-oh-uh /‘d3enaua/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Genova, pronounced jay-nov-uh 
{‘d3e:nova ]. 


genocide killing of a large group of 
people 
jen-uh-syd /‘’d3enasaid/ 
genotype genetic constitution of an 
organism 
jen-uh-typ /‘d3enatarp/ 


Commonly also jee-nuh-typ. 


genre style or category 
zhon-ruh /'3onra/ 
Gent see Ghent 
gentamicin antibiotic 
jen-tuh-my-sin /,dzenta'maisin/ 
Gentile da Fabriano Italian painter 


Sometimes also gur-buh-ruh. 


gerbil rodent 
jur-bil /'d3e:(r)b1l/ 
gerenuk antelope 
gerr-uh-nuuk /‘geranuk/ 
Géricault, Théodore French painter 
tay-od-or zherr-ik-oh /terp,do:(r) 
3er1'kau/ 
germanium chemical element 
jur-may-ni-uhm /d3a:(r)'memiam/ 
Germiston city, South Africa 
jur-mist-uhn /'d3e(r)misten/ 
Gerona city, Spain 
kherr-oh-nuh /xe'rauna/ 
Geronimo Apache chief 
juh-ron-im-oh /d3a'ronmmau/ 
Gershwin, George and Ira American 
songwriters 
y-ruh gursh-win /,a1re ‘ga:(r)Swm/ 
gerund grammatical term 
jerr-uhnd /‘d3erand/ 
gerundive grammatical term 
juh-rund-iv /d3a'randiv/ 
Gervais, Ricky English comedian 
juhr-vayss /d3a(r)'vers/ 
Gestapo Nazi secret police 
gest-ah-poh /ge'sta:pau/, 
German [ge'sta:po | or [ga'Sta:po]} 
gesundheit used to wish good health to 
a person who has just sneezed 
guh-zuunt-hyt /ga'zonthait/ 
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German 


German (Deutsch, pronounced doytsh, in German) is spoken in Austria, 
Germany, Switzerland, and neighbouring countries, and is one of the 
three official languages of the EU. There are a number of German loan- 
words in English (e.g. doppelganger and Schadenfreude), and others 
from Yiddish, which was originally a dialect of German. Stress in 
German is not always predictable, and a good German dictionary 
should be consulted for word-specific stress information. 


Vowels 

German vowels are either short or long. The rules governing this are 
complicated and subject to exceptions. As a rough guideline, vowels 
followed by two or more consonants (as in Punkt, pronounced puunkt) 
are short. Where vowels are doubled (as in Saal, pronounced zahi) or 
followed by H (as in sehr, pronounced zair), they are long, and they are 
usually also long when followed by just one consonant or where they 
are at the end of a word and stressed (as in Biro, pronounced bue-roh). 
As with stress, it is best to consult a good German dictionary for word- 
specific information. 

In our anglicized recommendations we advise that A is pronounced a 
if short, ah if long. A (sometimes spelled AE) is e if short, or ay if long. 
AU is ow, and AU (or AEU) is oy: so frau is frow, and frdulein is 
froy-lyn. E is pronounced e if short, ay if long, and I is pronounced i if 
short, or ee if long. IE is pronounced ee, and E] is pronounced y: so 
Kiel is keel and Rhein is ryn. O is pronounced 0 if short, oh or aw if long, 
and O (sometimes spelled OE) is oe, either as in French peu or coeur. U 
is pronounced uu if short, 00 if long, and U (or UE) is ue as in French 
vu or German funy. 


Consonants 

B, D, and G are pronounced as b, d, and g, except at the end of a word, 
where they become devoiced to p, t, and k. Therefore Tage is tah-guh, 
but Tag is tahk. 

C appears only in foreign words in German, and is pronounced k 
before A and O, and ts before E, I, and Y. 

CH is pronounced kh as in loch after A, O, and U, and kh as in German 
ich in most other positions. This latter sound is close to the hy sound 
at the start of English Hugh. CH appears at the beginning only of 
foreign words in German, and may be pronounced sh, kh, or k 
depending on the word. 

H is silent after a consonant: Goethe is pronounced goe-tuh. 
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Gethsemane, Garden of | Giacometti, Alberto 


J is pronounced y as in yes. K and P are always pronounced even in 
consonant sequences (i.e. in words like Knecht and Pfeffer). 

NG is pronounced ng (not ng-g). QU is pronounced kv. 

S is usually z: Sieg is pronounced zeek. S becomes devoiced to s at the 
end of words and before K. Before P and T, S becomes sh, and the 
sequence SCH is also pronounced sh. 

TH appears sometimes in older spellings of German, and is pro- 


nounced t. 


V is pronounced f at the beginning of words, otherwise v. W is pro- 


nounced v. 


X is pronounced ks, Y appears only as a vowel and is pronounced ue or 
occasionally ee, and Z is pronounced ts. 


Gethsemane, Garden of garden 
between Jerusalem and the Mount 
of Olives 
geth-sem-uh-ni /ge6'semani/ 

Gettysburg town, US 
get-iz-burg /‘getizba:(r)g/ 

Gewiirztraminer variety of white grape 
guh-vuerts-tram-ee-nuhr 
/ga'vy(r)tstra,mi:na(r)/ 

geyser hot spring 
gay-suhr /‘gerse(r)/ 

Commonly also gy-zuhr or gee-zuhr. 


Ghali, Boutros Boutros see 
Boutros-Ghali, Boutros 
Ghana country 
gah-nuh /‘ga:na/ 
Ghanaian relating to Ghana 
gah-nay-uhn /ga:'neren/ 
gharara Indian trousers 
gurr-ar-uh /ga‘ra:ra/ 
ghatam Indian musical instrument 
gah-tum /'ga:tam/ 
Ghats mountain ranges, India 
gahts /ga:ts/ 
ghazal lyric poem 
guz-ul /'‘gazal/ 
Ghazi Muslim fighter against 
non-Muslims 
gah-zi /‘ga:zi/ 
Ghaziabad city, India 
gah-zi-uh-bad /‘ga:ziabad/ 
Ghaznavid Turkish Muslim dynasty 
gaz-nah-vid /gaz'na:vid/ 
ghee clarified butter 


gee /gi:/ 

Gheg Albanian ethnic group 
geg /ge9/ 

Ghent city, Belgium 
gent /gent/ 

Established anglicization. The Flemish 
name is Gent, pronounced khent [xent], 
and the French name is Gand, pronounced 
gah(ng) [9a]. 

Gheorghiu, Angela Romanian soprano 
an-jel-uh gyor-gyoo /an,d3ele 
gjox(r)'gju:/ 

Ghibelline faction in Italian medieval 
politics 
gib-uh-lyn /‘g1balain/ 

Ghiberti, Lorenzo Italian sculptor and 
goldsmith 
lorr-ent-soh gee-bair-ti /lp,rentseu 
gi:'be:(r)ti/ 

Ghibli Japanese animation film studio 
jeeb-li /dgi:bli/ 

ghibli hot southerly wind of North Africa 
gib-li /gtbli/ 

Ghirlandaio Italian painter 
geer-lan-dy-oh /,gta(r)lan'darau/ 

ghoul evil spirit or phantom 
gool /gu:l/ 

Ghulghuleh ancient city, Afghanistan 
guul-guul-uh /gul'gula/ 

gi jacket worn in judo 
gee /gi:/ 

Giacometti, Alberto Swiss sculptor 
and painter 
al-bair-toh jak-uh-met-i /al,be:(r)tau 
d3zaka'meti/ 


Giamatti, Paul | girandole 


Giamatti, Paul American actor 
jee-uh-mat-i /d3i:o'mati/ 

gibberish meaningless speech or writing 
jib-uh-rish /‘d3rbar1J/ 
Less commonly also gib-uh-rish. 


giblets liver, heart, gizzard, and neck of a 
chicken 
jib-lits /‘dgrblits/ 

Gibraltar British dependency, Iberian 
peninsula 
jib-rawl-tuhr /d3r'bro:lta(r)/ 

Gibraltarian relating to Gibraltar 
jib-rawl-tair-i-uhn /d3rbro:]'te:rion/ 

Gibran, Khali] Lebanese-born 
American writer 
kuh-leel zhib-rahn /kali:] 31’bra:n/ 

gibus top hat 
jy-buhss /‘d3arbas/ 

gid disease of sheep and goats 
gid /gid/ 

Gide, André French novelist 
ah(ng)-dray zheed /a,dret '3i:d/ 

Gideon biblical name 
gid-i-uhn /‘gidian/ 

Gielgud, John English actor and 
director 
geel-guud /‘gi:lgud/ 

Gifu city, Japan 
gee-foo /‘gi:fu:/ 

gigabyte unit of information 
gig-uh-byt /‘gigabait/ 

Gigli, Beniamino Italian tenor 
ben-yam-ee-noh jeel-yi /benja,mi:nau 
‘dzidji/ 

gigolo young man financially supported 
by a woman 
jig-uh-loh /‘d3igalau/ 

Sometimes also zhig-uh-loh. 


gigot leg of mutton or lamb 
jig-uht /‘d3igat/ 

gigue musical composition 
zheeg /3i:g/ 

Gijon city, Spain 
khee-khon /xi:'xon/ 

Gila river, US 
hee-luh /‘hi:la/ 


The same pronunciation is used for the Gila 
lizard. 


gilet sleeveless padded jacket 
zhee-lay /'3i:le1/ 
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Gilgamesh legendary king 
gil-guh-mesh /‘gilgames/ 

Gill, Eric English sculptor 
gil /gtl/ 

gill unit of liquid measure 
jil /agul/ 

gill deep ravine 
gil /gul/ 

gill female ferret 
jil fazrl/ 

Gillespie, Dizzy American jazz 
musician 
gil-esp-i /gr'lespi/ 

Gilliam, Terry American cartoonist and 
film director 
gil-i-uhm /‘giliam/ 

Gillingham town, England 
jil-ing-uhm /‘d3tlmam/ 
The village in Dorset is pronounced 
gil-ing-uhm. This is also a British surname, 
variously pronounced jil-ing-uhm and 
gil-ing-uhm, depending on individual 
preference. 


Gimli character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
gim-li /‘gimli/ 

gimp twisted silk, worsted, or cotton 
gimp /gimp/ 

Ginastera, Alberto Argentine 
composer 
al-bair-toh khee-nast-air-uh 
{al,be:(r)tau xiznas'te:ra/ 

gingham checked cotton cloth 
ging-uhm /‘g1nam/ 

gingival concerned with the gums 
jin-jy-vuhl /d3m‘d3arval/ 

gingivitis inflammation of the gums 
jin-jiv-y-tiss /,d3md3r'vaitis/ 

ginkgo (also gingko) Chinese tree 
gink-oh /‘ginkau/ 

Ginsberg, Allen American poet 
ginz-burg /‘ginzba:(r)g/ 

ginseng plant 
jin-seng /‘d3insen/ 

Giorgione Italian painter 
jor-joh-nay /,d30:(r)'dgeuner/ 

Giotto Italian painter 
jot-oh /‘d3ntau/ 

girandole candlestick 
jirr-uhn-dohl! /‘dgirendaul/ 
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giro system of electronic credit transfer 
jy-roh /‘dgarrau/ 

Gironde river estuary, France 
zhee-ro(ng)d /3i:'r5d/ 

Girondist member of the French 
moderate republican party 
jirr-on-dist /d3r'rondist/ 

Gisborne port, New Zealand 
giz-buhrn /‘gizba(r)n/ 

Giscard d’Estaing, Valéry French 
statesman 
val-air-ee zhee-skar dest-a(ng) 
/vale: ri: 3i:,ska:(r) de'sté/ 

Gish, Lillian American actress 
gish /gtS/ 

Gissing, George English novelist 
giss-ing /‘gistn/ 

gite French holiday house 
zheet /3i:t/ 

gittern medieval stringed instrament 
git-urn /‘gtta:(r)n/ 

Giuliani, Rudy American politician 
joo-li-ah-ni /dgu:li‘a:ni/ 

Givenchy French fashion house 
zhee-vah(ng)-shee /3i:va'fi:/ 

Giza city, Egypt 
gee-zuh /‘gi:za/ 

glabrous free from hair 
glay-bruhss /‘glerbras/ 

glacé preserved in sugar 
glass-ay /‘glase1/ 

glacial relating to ice 
glay-shuhl /‘glerfal/ 


The pronunciation glay-si-uhl is less 
common now. 


glacier mass of ice 
glass-i-uhr /‘glasia(r)/ 


Sometimes also glay-si-uhr. 


gladiolus pl. gladioli plant of the iris 
family 
glad-i-oh-luhss, pl. glad-i-oh-ly 
/ gladi‘aules/, pl. /-La1/ 
¢ Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Glagolitic alphabet based on Greek 
minuscules 
glag-ub-lit-ik /,glaga'litik/ 
glaive sword 
glayv /glerv/ 
Glamorgan former county, South Wales 
gluh-mor-guhn /gla'mo:(r)gan/ 


giro | Glenrothes 


glandular relating to glands 
glan-juul-uhr /‘gland3ula(r)/ 
The pronunciation gland-yuul-uhr is less 
common now. 


Glasgow city, Scotland 
glahz-goh /‘gla:zgau/ 
This is a standardized version of the place 
name; locally, the pronunciation is 
glaz-goh. 


Glashow, Sheldon Lee American 
physicist 
glash-ow /‘glafsau/ 

glasnost policy of more open 
consultative government 
glass-nost /‘glasnpst/, Russian 
C'glasnas'ti] 

glassine glossy transparent paper 
glah-seen /‘gla:si:n/ 

Glastonbury town, England 
glast-uhn-buh-ri /‘glastanbari/ 
Commonly also glah-stuhn-buh-ri; both 
pronunciations are used locally. 


Glaswegian relating to Glasgow 
glaz-wee-juhn /glaz'wi:d3en/ 


Sometimes also glahz-wee-juhn. 


glaucoma disease of the eye 
glaw-koh-muh /glo:'kaoma/ 

glaucous greyish-green or blue colour 
glaw-kuhss /'glo:kas/ 

Glazunov, Aleksandr Russian 
composer 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr glaz-uun-of 
/alak sa:nda(r) 'glazonof/, [glezu'nof ] 
* Established anglicization. 

Gleichschaltung standardization of 
political, economic, and cultural 
institutions 
glykh-shal-tuung /‘glaic,faltun/ 

Glendower, Owen Welsh chief 
glen-dow-uhr /glen'dava(r)/ 
Established anglicization. The Welsh name 
is Owain Glyndwr, pronounced oh-yn 
glin-door. 


Gleneagles valley, Scotland 
glen-ee-guhlz /glen‘i:galz/ 

Glenmorangie whisky distillery 
glen-morr-uhn-ji /glen'morend3i/ 

Glenrothes town, Scotland 
glen-roth-uhss /glen'rp6as/ 


Glevum | Godavari 


Glevum Roman name for Gloucester 
glee-vuhm /‘gli:vam/ 

glia connective tissue of the nervous 
system 
gly-uh /‘glara/ 

Glinka, Mikhail Russian composer 
mee-khuh-eel glin-kuh /mi:xa,i:1 
‘glinka/ 

glioma pl. gliomata tumour 
gly-oh-muh, pl. gly-oh-muh-tuh 
/glar'auma/, pl. /-mata/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

glissando pl. glissandi musical term 
gliss-an-doh, pl. gliss-an-di 
/gl1'sandau/, pl. /-di/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

glissé ballet movement 
glee-say /gli:'ser/ 

Glittertind mountain, Norway 
glit-uhr-tin /‘glita(r)tm/ 

Gliwice city, Poland 
glee-veet-suh /gli:'vi:tsa/ 

globular globe-shaped 
glob-yuul-uhr /‘globjula(r)/ 

globulin protein found in blood 
glob-yuul-in /‘globjulin/ 

glockenspiel musical instrument 
glok-uhn-shpeel /'glokanfpi:l/ 

glégg Scandinavian mulled wine 
gloeg /gloeg/ 

Gloriana Queen Elizabeth I 
glaw-ri-ah-nuh / glo:ri'a:na/ 

Gloucester city, England 
glost-uhr /‘glosta(r)/ 

Glover, Fi BBC journalist 
fee gluv-uhr / fi: ‘glava(r)/ 

glower have an angry look on one's face 
glow-uhr /‘glava(r)/ 

gloxinia plant 
glok-sin-i-uh /glok'sinio/ 

Gluck, Christoph Willibald von 
German composer 
krist-of vil-ib-alt fon gluuk /,kristof 
\vilibalt fon ‘gluk/ 

glucose simple sugar 
gloo-kohz /‘glu:keuz/ 

Gliihwein German mulled wine 
glue-vyn /‘gly:vam/ 

gluten protein 
gloo-tuhn /‘glu:tan/ 

glycaemia presence of glucose in the 
blood 
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gly-see-mi-uh /glar'si:mia/ 
glycerine syrupy liquid 
gliss-uh-reen /‘glisari:n/ 
glycogen starch-like substance 
gly-kuh-juhn /glaiked3en/ 
glycolysis breakdown of glucose 
gly-kol-iss-iss /glar'kplisis/ 
Glyndebourne annual opera festival 
glynd-born /'glamdba:(r)n/ 
Glyndwr see Glendower 
glyph hieroglyphic symbol 
glif /glif/ 
Gnassingbe Eyadéma, Faure 
Togolese president 
for nyass-eeng-bay ay-ah-day-muh 
/,fo:(r) nja,si:nbe1 er'a:derma/ 
gneiss kind of rock 
nyss /nats/ 
gnocchi Italian dumplings 
nyok-i /‘njoki/ 
gnome statement of a general truth 
nohm /neum/ 


Sometimes also noh-mee. 


gnostic relating to knowledge 
nost-ik /‘nostik/ 

gnu kind of antelope 
noo /nu:/ 


The pronunciation guh-noo is generally 
only used in jocular contexts. 


Goa state, India 
goh-uh /'gaue/ 
goatee beard 
goh-tee /gau'ti:/ 
Commonly also goh-tee. 


Gobbels, Joseph see Goebbels 

Gobbi, Tito Italian baritone 
tee-toh gob-i /,ti:tau 'gobi/ 

Gobi desert, Mongolia and China 
goh-bi /'gaubi/ 

Gobineau, Joseph Arthur French 
writer 
zhoh-zef ar-tuer gob-ee-noh /3a0,2ef 
a:(r),ty:(r) gobi:'nau/ 

gobo Japanese vegetable root 
goh-boh /'gaubau/ 

Godard, Jean-Luc French film director 
zhah(ng) tuek god-ar /3a lyk 
go‘da:(r)/ 

Godavari river, India 
guh-dah-vuh-ri /ga‘da:vari/ 
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Goddard, Robert Hutchings 
American physicist 
god-ard /‘goda:(r)d/ 

godetia plant 
goh-dee-shuh /gau'di:fa/ 

Godhavn town, Greenland 
god-hah-vuhn /‘god,ha:van/, Danish 
[‘godhawn] 
* Established anglicization. 

Godiva, Lady English noblewoman 
guh-dy-vuh /ga'darva/ 

Godunov, Boris tsar of Russia 
borr-iss god-uun-of / boris 'godunovf/, 
(ba riis gadu'nof] 


Established anglicization; also suitable for 
the opera of the same name by Mussorgsky. 


Goebbels, Joseph (also Gébbels) 
German Nazi leader 
yoh-zuhf goeb-uhiss /,jauzaf ‘goebals/ 
Goering, Hermann (also Goring) 
German Nazi leader 
hair-man goer-ing /,he:(r)man ‘go:r1/ 
Goes, Hugo van der Flemish painter 
hue-khoh vun dair khooss / hy:xau 
van de:(r) 'xu:s/ 
goest archaic second person singular 
present of go 
goh-uhst /‘gauast/ 
goeth archaic third person singular 
present of go 
goh-uhth /'gaua0/ 
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von 
German poet 
yoh-han volf-gang fon goe-tuh 
/ jevhan ,volfgan fon 'ga:ta/ 
Gog and Magog biblical names 
gog may-gog /‘gpg 'meigng/ 
Gogol, Nikolai Russian novelist 
nik-uh-ly gog-uhl /ntka,la1 ‘gogal/ 
Goiania city, Brazil 
goy-ahn-yuh /gor‘a:nja/ 
Goias state, Brazil 
goy-ass /gor'as/ 
Goidelic group of Celtic languages 
goy-del-ik /gar'delik/ 
goitre swelling of the neck 
goy-tuhr /‘gaita(r)/ 
Gokhale, Gopal Krishna Indian 
political leader 
goh-pal krish-nuh goh-kuh-luh 
/, gaupal krifna ‘gaukala/ 


Goddard, Robert Hutchings | googol 


Golan Heights hills, Middle East 
goh-lahn /gau'la:n/ 

Goldberg, Whoopi American actress 
wuup-i gohid-burg /,wupi 
,gauldba:(r)g/ 

Goldblum, Jeff American actor 
gohld-bloom /‘gauldblu:m/ 

goldwasser liqueur 
golt-vass-uhr /‘gvitvasa(r)/ 

golem figure in Jewish legend 
goh-luhm /‘gavlem/ 

Golestan province, Iran 
guul-est-ahn /gule'sta:n/ 

Golgotha site of the crucifixion of Jesus 
gol-guh-thuh /‘gplga6a/ 

Goliath biblical name 
guh-ly-uhth /ga‘la1a6/ 

Gollancz, Victor English publisher 
guh-lants /ga‘lants/ 

Gollum character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
gol-uhm /‘gplam/ 

Gomorrah town, ancient Palestine 
guh-morr-uh /ga'mora/ 

Gonaives city, Haiti 
gon-ah-eev /gpna:'i:v/ 

Goncharov, Ivan Russian novelist 
ee-vahn guhn-chuh-rof /i:,va:n 
gentfa'rof/ 

gondola Venetian boat 
gon-duh-luh /‘gondala/ 

gondolier person who steers a gondola 
gon-duh-leer / gonda'lia(r)/ 

Gondor place in The Lord of the Rings 
gond-or /‘gondo:(r)/ 

Gondwana prehistoric continental area 
gond-wah-nuh /gon'dwa:na/ 

gonfalon banner 
gon-fuh-luhn /‘gonfalen/ 

gonococcus pl. gonococci bacteria 
gon-uh-kok-uhs, pl. gon-uh-kok-y 
/,gona'kokas/, pl. /-kat/ 
Plural is sometimes also -kok-sy; see LATIN 
panel. 


gonorrhoea venereal disease 
gon-uh-ree-uh /, gone'ri:a/ 

Gooding Jr, Cuba American actor 
kyoo-buh /‘kju:ba/ 

googol equivalent to ten raised to the 
power of a hundred 
goo-gol /‘gu:gpl/ 


googolplex | goulash 


googolplex equivalent to ten raised to 
the power of a googol 
goo-guhl-pleks /‘gu:galpleks/ 
goombay drum 
goom-bay /‘gu:mbe1/ 
Goossens, Eugene English composer 
goo-suhnz /‘gu:sanz/ 
The Dutch pronunciation of this surname is 
khoh-suhnss ['xo:sans]. 


gopak Ukrainian dance 
goh-pak /'gaupak/ 

gopher rodent 
goh-fuhr /‘gaufa(r)/ 

gopura pyramidal tower 
goh-puu-ruh /‘gaupura/ 

Gorakpur city, India 
gaw-ruhk-poor /'go:rak,pua(r)/ 

goral goat-antelope 
gaw-ruhl /‘go:ral/ 

Gorbachev, Mikhail Soviet statesman 
mee-khuh-eel gor-buh-chof /mi:xa,i:] 
ga:(r)ba'tSof/ 

Gorbacheva, Raisa wife of Mikhail 
Gorbachev 
ruh-ee-suh gor-buh-choh-vuh /ra,i:sa 
ga:(r)ba'tfauva/ 

Gorballs district of Glasgow 
gor-buhlz /‘go:(r)balz/ 

Gordian knot difficult problem 
gor-di-uhn /'go:(r)dien/ 

Gordimer, Nadine South African 
novelist 
nuh-deen gor-dim-uhr /na,di:n 
"go:(r)dima(r)/ 

Gordium ancient city, Asia Minor 
gor-di-uhm /'g9:(r)diam/ 

gordo variety of grape 
gor-doh /‘ga:(r)dau/ 

Gorecki, Henryk Polish composer 
hen-rik goo-ret-ski /,henrtk gu:'retski/ 

Goreme valley, Turkey 
goe-rem-uh /gce‘rema/ 

Gore-tex trademark waterproof fabric 
gor-teks /‘go:(r)teks/ 

gorgon Greek mythological character 
gor-guhn /‘go:(r)gan/ 

gorgoneion pl. gorgoneia representation 
of a gorgon’s head 
gor-guh-ny-uhn, pl. gor-guh-ny-uh 
/,go:(r)ga'naran/, pl. /-‘nata/ 

Gorgonzola Italian cheese 
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gor-guhn-zoh-luh /,go:(r)gen‘zaule/ 

Goring, Hermann see Goering 

Gorky, Maxim Russian writer 
muhk-seem gor-ki /mak,si:m 'ga:(r)ki/ 

GGrlitz city, Germany 
goer-lits /‘gce(r)lits/ 

Gorno-Altai autonomous republic, 
Russia 
gor-noh al-ty /,go:(r)nau al'tar/ 

Gorno-Altaisk city, Russia 
gor-noh al-tysk /,g9:(r)nau al'tarsk/ 

Gorsedd council of Celtic bards and 
Druids 
gor-seth /'go:(r)se0/ 

gosht Indian term for red meat 
gohsht /gauSt/ 

Gotama see Siddhartha Gotama 

Goth Germanic ethnic group 
goth /gn@/ 

Gotha city, Germany 
goh-thuh /‘gau6a/, [‘go:ta] 

* Established anglicization. 

Gotham nickname for New York 
goth-uhm /'gp6am/ 

Gotham village, England 
goh-tuhm /‘gavtam/ 

Gothenburg port, Sweden 
goth-uhn-burg /‘gn8anba:(r)g/ 
Established anglicization. The Swedish 
name is Goteborg, pronounced 
yoe-tuh-bory [jete’borj]. 

Gotland island, Sweden 
got-land /‘gotland/ 

G6tterdémmerung opera by Wagner 
goet-uhr-dem-uh-ruung 
/‘goeta(r),demaron/ 

G6ttingen town, Germany 
goet-ing-uhn /‘gcetman/ 

Gouda town, Netherlands 
gow-duh /‘gauda/, ['xouda:] 
Established anglicization; also suitable for 
the cheese of the same name. 


gouge chisel 
gowj /gaud3/ 
Gough Island island, South Atlantic 
gof /gpf/ 
goujons deep-fried chicken or fish 
gooj-uhnz /‘gu:d3anz/, French [gu35] 
goulash Hungarian dish 
goo-lash /‘gu:laJ/ 
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Gould, Glenn Canadian pianist and 
composer 
goold /gu:ld/ 
This surname is variously pronounced 
goold and gohld, depending on individual 
preference. 


Gould, John English artist 
goold /gu:ld/ 
Gounod, Charles French composer 
sharl goo-noh / fa:(r)] gu:'neu/ 
gourd fruit 
goord /gua(r)d/ 
Commonly also gord. 


gourde currency unit, Haiti 
goord /gua(r)d/ 

gourmet connoisseur of good food 
goor-may /'gua(r)met/ 


Commonly also gor-may. 


gout disease 
gowt /gaut/ 
goy pl. goyim Jewish name for a non-Jew 
goy, pl. goy-im /gar/, pl. /‘gormm/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Goya Spanish painter 
goy-uh /‘gata/ 
Gozo island, Malta 
goh-zoh /‘gavzau/ 
Gracchus, Tiberius Sempronius 
Roman tribune 
ty-beer-i-uhss sem-proh-ni-uhss 
grak-uhss /tar,biarias sem,praunias 
‘grakas/ 
Gracias a Dios cape, Central America 
grass-yass ah dyoss /,grasjas a: ‘djps/ 
graduand person receiving an academic 
degree 
graj-oo-and /‘grad3uand/ 
Graecism Greek idiom 
gree-siz-uhm /‘gri:sizam/ 
Graf, Steffi German tennis player 
shtef-i grahf / Stefi ‘gra:f/ 
graffiti sing. graffito drawing or writing 
scratched on a wall 
gruh-fee-ti, sing. gruh-fee-toh 
/gra'fi:ti/, sing. /-tau/ 
Grainger, Percy Australian-born 
American composer 
grayn-juhr /‘gremd3e(r)/ 
gramicidin antibiotic 
gram-iss-y-din /,gramr‘saidin/ 


Gould, Glenn | Grasse 


Grammaticas, Damian BBC journalist 
gruh-mat-ik-uhss /gre'matikes/ 

Grampian former region, Scotland 
gram-pi-uhn /‘grampian/ 

Gramsci, Antonio Italian political 
theorist 
an-tohn-yoh gram-shi /an,taunjoo 
‘gramfi/ 

Granada city, Spain 
gruh-nah-duh /gra‘na:da/, [gra'nada] 
© Established anglicization. 

granadilla passion fruit 
gran-uh-dil-uh /grana'dile/ 

Granados, Enrique Spanish composer 
en-ree-kay gran-ah-thoss /en,ri:ker 
gra'na:dps/ 

Gran Canaria island, Canary Islands 
gran kuh-nair-i-uh /,gran ka'ne:ria/, 
Spanish [,gray ka'narja] 

* Established anglicization. 

Gran Chaco plain, South America 
gran chak-oh / gran 'tfakau/ 

grandam archaic term for grandmother 
gran-dam /‘grandam/ 

Grande Comore island, Comoros 
grah(ng)d kuh-mor /,grad ke'ma:(r)/ 

grand mal form of epilepsy 
gron mal /,gron ‘mal/ 

Grand Marnier trademark liqueur 
gron mar-ni-ay /,gron '‘ma:(r)nie1/, 
French [gra marnje] 

Grand Prix motor-racing contest 
gron pree / gron 'pri:/, French [gra 
pri] 

granola kind of breakfast cereal 
gruhn-oh-luh /gra‘nevle/ 

Grantha southern Indian alphabet 
grun-tuh /‘grant/ 

gran turismo car 
gran tuu-riz-moh / gran tu'rizmau/ 

grapheme smallest meaningful unit in a 
writing system 
graf-eem /‘grafi:m/ 

Grappelli, Stephane French jazz 
violinist 
stay-fan gruh-pel-i /ste1,fan gra‘peli/ 

Grasmere village and lake, England 
grahss-meer /‘gra:smta(r)/ 

Grass, Giinter German novelist 
guen-tuhr grass / gynta(r) ‘gras/ 

Grasse town, France 
grass /gras/ 


gratis | griffon 


gratis without charge 
grat-iss /‘gratis/ 


Sometimes also grah-tiss or gray-tiss. 


gratuitous done without good reason 
gruh-tyoo-it-uhss /gra'tju:itas/ 

gravad lax Scandinavian dish; also 
called gravlax 
grav-uhd laks /‘gravad laks/, Swedish 
(,gra:vad ‘laks] 

gravamen pl. gravamina most serious 
part of a complaint or accusation 
gruh-vay-men, pl. gruh-vay-min-uh 
/gro'vermen/, pl. /-mme/ 

grave accent diacritic (+) 
grahv /gra:v/ 

Gravenstein apple 
grah-vuhn-styn /‘gra:van stain/ 

Graves, Robert English poet 
grayvz /greivz/ 

Graves district, France; also wine made 
there 
grahv /gra:v/ 

Graves’ disease enlargement of the 
thyroid 
Qrayvz /gre1vz/ 

Gravettian Upper Palaeolithic culture 
gruh-vet-i-uhn /gra‘vetian/ 

gravitas dignity and seriousness 
grav-it-ass /‘gravitas/ 

gravlax Scandinavian dish; also called 
gravad lax 
grav-laks /‘gravlaks/, Swedish 
(U'gra:vlaks] 

Graz city, Austria 
grahts /gra:ts/ 

grebe waterbird 
greeb /gri:b/ 

Greco, El see E! Greco 

Greenland island, Denmark 
green-luhnd /‘gri:nland/ 


Established anglicization. The Danish name 
is Grenland, pronounced groen-lan 
['greenlzn], and the Inuit name is 
Kalaallit Nunaat, pronounced kuh-lah-lit 
nuh-naht. 


Greenock port, Scotland 
green-uhk /‘gri:nak/ 

Greenwich borough, London 
gren-itch /‘grenitS/ 

Greer, Germaine Australian feminist 
and author 
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juhr-mayn greer /d3a(r),mem ‘gria(r)/ 
gregarious fond of company 
gruh-gair-i-uhss /gra'ge:rias/ 

Gregorian calendar calendar 
introduced by Pope Gregory XIII 
gruh-gaw-ri-uhn /gra‘go:rien/ 

Gregory of Nazianzus, St Doctor of 
the Church 
naz-i-an-zuhss / nazi'anzas/ 

Gregory of Nyssa, St Doctor of the 
Eastern Church 
niss-uh /‘niso/ 

Gregory of Tours, St Frankish bishop 
and historian 
toor /tua(r)/ 

Grenache black wine grape 
gruh-nash /gra'naJ/ 

Grenada country 
gruh-nay-duh /gra‘neida/ 

grenade small bomb 
gruh-nayd /gre'ne1d/ 

Grenadian relating to Grenada 
gruh-nay-di-uhn /gra‘neidian/ 

grenadier soldier armed with grenade 
gren-uh-deer / grena‘dia(r)/ 

grenadine sweet cordial 
gren-uh-deen /‘grenadi:n/ 

Grenadine Islands chain of islands, 
Caribbean 
gren-uh-deen /‘grenadi:n/ 

Grendel fictional creature in Beowulf 
gren-duhl /‘grendal/ 

Grenfell, Joyce English entertainer and 
writer 
gren-fuhl /‘grenfal/ 

Grenoble city, France 
gruh-noh-buhl /gra'naubel/, [granabl] 
Established anglicization. 

Gresham, Thomas English financier 
gresh-uhm /‘grefam/ 

Gresley, Nigel British railway engineer 
grez-li /‘grezli/ 

Gretzky, Wayne Canadian ice-hockey 
player 
gret-ski /‘gretski/ 

Greuze, Jean-Baptiste French painter 
zhah(ng) bat-eest groez /3a ba,ti:st 
‘gro:z/ 

Grieg, Edvard Norwegian composer 
ed-vard greeg /,edva:(r)d ‘gri:g/ 

griffon breed of dog 
grif-uhn /‘grifen/ 
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Greek 


Greek is a modern European language, and also an ancient language 
which was a rich source for the vocabulary of English, producing, for 
example, phobia, tele-, micro-, meta-, eu-, and dys-. Many medical and 
scientific terms have Greek roots. Modern Greek and ancient Greek 
differ in many respects, including pronunciation. 

This panel offers a brief overview of the pronunciation of modern 
and ancient Greek, both of which are written using the Greek alphabet. 
When we encounter Greek words for which pronunciation advice is 
required, they have usually already been transliterated into the Roman 
alphabet. The transliteration represents an attempt to supply a 
phonetic version, so some aspects of the pronunciation are straight- 
forward. However, other aspects, in particular the correct stress 
placement, are not. 


Modern Greek 


Stress can fall on any of the last three syllables of a word. Although this 
is marked with acute accents in the original Greek, these accents are 
usually absent from transliterations, so we consult dictionaries and 
native speakers for guidance. Most consonants, as they appear in trans- 
literations, are pronounced as in English, except that B is often v, and 

D is th, as in this. The sequence NT is usually pronounced nd; 
Konstantinos is pronounced kon-stan-dee-noss. PH is pronounced f, 
TH is pronounced th, and KH is pronounced kh as in loch, which can 
be anglicized to k. G is pronounced g unless it appears before G, K, KS, 
or KH, in which case it is ng, or before E or I, in which case it is y: Agia 
Napa is pronounced y-uh nap-uh. Vowels are roughly A: a, E: e, I: ee, 
O: o and U/Y: oo. Diphthongs EI and OI are both pronounced ee, and 
Al is e. Modern Greek does not distinguish between long and short 
vowels. Modern Greek pronunciation standards are generally also used 
for New Testament and medieval Greek, although liturgical or sung 
Greek (e.g. kyrie eleison) is usually subject to further anglicization. 


Ancient Greek 

The precise correct pronunciation of Ancient Greek is a matter of con- 
siderable and continuing debate, too complex to rehearse here. Ancient 
Greek had pitch accents, indicated with acute, circumflex, and grave 
diacritics. As with Modern Greek, accents could fall on any of the last 
three syllables and are frequently missing from transliterations. In the 
absence of native speakers, dictionaries must be consulted for guid- 
ance. Ancient Greek also had diacritics to indicate whether or not an h 
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sound was made before a word-initial vowel. The symbol ‘ over a vowel 
indicates rough breathing (i.e. a preceding A sound), and the symbol’ 
indicates smooth breathing (no initial A sound). 

B is pronounced b and D is pronounced d. PH, TH, and KH are pro- 
nounced 9, t, and k. (Each of these consonants is strongly aspirated to 
contrast with the unaspirated consonants P, T, and K. The consonant 
sequences in the English words uphill, fathead, and backhand may 
give an idea of how the aspirated consonants should sound. 
Unaspirated consonants are pronounced as in the English words spin, 
stick, and skin.) Vowels in ancient Greek were either long or short. In 
general, when anglicized, A is pronounced a if short, ah if long; E is e if 
short, ay if long, I is i or ee, O is 0 or aw, and U or Y is ue (as in German 


Fiinf) or oo. EI is pronounced as in feud. 

Names from ancient Greek are generally pronounced as classical 
Latin, with the same range of systems (see Latin panel). For example, 
Bacchae can be pronounced as anglicized bak-ee or as classical bak-y, 
and the C in words like encephalitis can be pronounced as anglicized s 


or classical k. 


grillage framework forming a foundation 
for buildings 
gril-ij /‘grilid3/ 
grilse salmon 
grilss /grils/ 
grimace twisted expression 
grim-uhss /‘gr1mes/ 


Sometimes also grim-ayss. 


Grimaldi, Francesco Maria Italian 
astronomer 
fran-chesk-oh muh-ree-uh grim-al-di 
/fran,tfeskeo ma,ri:e gri‘maldi/ 

Grimaldi, Joseph English circus 
entertainer 
grim-al-di /grt'maldi/ 

grimalkin cat 
grim-al-kin /grt'‘malkm/ 

Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm German 
philologists and folklorists 
yah-kop vil-helm grim /ja:kop 
ivilhelm ‘grim/ 

Grimond, Jo Scottish politician 
grim-uhnd /‘grimand/ 

gringo white person from an 
English-speaking country 
gring-goh /‘gringau/ 

grippe old-fashioned term for influenza 
grip /grip/ 


Griqua South African ethnic group 
greek-wuh /‘gri:kwa/ 

Gris, Juan Spanish painter 
khwan greess /,xwan 'gri:s/ 

griseofulvin antibiotic 
griz-i-oh-fuul-vin /,griziau'fulvin/ 

grisette mushroom 
griz-et /gri'zet/ 

gris-gris charm or amulet 
gree gree /‘gri: gri:/ 

griskin lean part of a loin of pork 
grisk-in /‘griskin/ 

grison South American monkey 
griz-uhn /‘grizan/ 

grissini Italian breadsticks 
griss-ee-ni /grt'sizni/ 

Grivas, George Greek-Cypriot patriot 
gree-vuhss /‘gri:vas/ 

grivet African monkey 
griv-uht /‘grivat/ 

Grobbelaar, Bruce South African-born 
English footballer 
grob-uh-lar /‘grobala:(r)/ 

Groening, Matt American cartoonist 
gray-ning /‘gremm/ 

grogram fabric made of silk 
grog-ruhm /‘grpgram/ 
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Gromyko, Andrei Soviet statesman 
an-dray gruh-mee-koh /an,dre1 
gra'mi:kau/ 

Groningen city, Netherlands 
groh-ning-uhn /‘graunman/, 
['yro:nina(n) ] 

* Established anglicization. 

Grenland see Greenland 

Gropius, Walter German-born 
American architect 
groh-pi-uhss /‘graupias/ 

grosbeak songbird 
grohss-beek /‘grausbi:k/ 

grosgrain fabric 
groh-grayn /‘graugrein/ 

Grosjean, Sébastien French tennis 
player 
say-bast-ya(ng) groh-zhah(ng) 
/seibas,tjé grav'3G/ 

Grosseteste, Robert English 
churchman 
groh-stest /‘graustest/ 

Grossglockner mountain, Austria 
grohss-glok-nuhr /‘gravs,glokna(r)/ 

Grosvenor British family name 
groh-vnuhr /‘graovna(r)/ 

Grosz, George German-born American 
painter 
grohss /graus/ 

Grotius, Hugo Dutch jurist and 
diplomat 
hyoo-goh groh-shi-uhss / hju:gau 
‘grausias/ 

* Established anglicization. 
groupuscule political or religious 

splinter group 

groo-puh-skyool /'gru:pa,skju:l/ 

Grozny capital of Chechnya 
groz-ni /‘grozni/ 

Gruffydd, Ioan Welsh actor 
yoh-uhin grif-ith /jauon ‘grifi/ 

Grundig German electronics company 
grun-dig /‘grandig/, [‘grondi¢] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Griinewald, Mathias German painter 
mat-ee-ass grue-nuh-valt /ma.ti:as 
‘gry:navalt/ 

Grus constellation 
gruss /gras/ 

Gruyére cheese 
groo-yair /‘gru:je:(r)/, French (gryje:r) 

grysbok antelope 


Gromyko, Andrei | guava 


gryss-bok /‘gratsbok/ 

Grytviken settlement on the island of 
South Georgia, South Atlantic 
grit-vee-kuhn /‘grit,vi:kan/ 

Gstaad resort, Switzerland 
guh-shtahd /ga'fta:d/, German [kSta:t] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

guacamole avocado dish 
gwak-uh-moh-li /,gwaka'mauli/ 

Guadalajara city, Spain 
gwad-al-akh-ar-uh /,gwadala'xa:ra/ 

Guadalcanal island, Pacific 
gwad-al-kan-al /,gwadalka'nal/ 

Guadalquivir river, Spain 
gwad-al-kee-veer / gwadalki:'via(r)/ 

Guadeloupe group of islands, Lesser 
Antilles 
gwad-uh-loop /,gwada'lu:p/ 

Guadiana river, Spain and Portugal 
gwad-i-an-uh /,gwadi'ana/ 

Guam island, Pacific 
gwahm /gwa:m/ 

Guanajuato state, Mexico 
gwan-akh-wat-oh /gwana‘xwatau/ 

Guanche Canary Islands aboriginal 
ethnic group 
gwan-chay /‘gwantfer/ 

Guangdong province, China 
gwang-duung / gwan'dun/ 

Guangxi Zhuang autonomous region, 
China 
gwang-shee jwang /,gwanfi: 'd3wan/ 

Guangzhou city, China 
gwang-joh /,gwan'd3au/ 

Guantanamo Bay bay and prison, Cuba 
gwan-tan-uh-moh /gwan'tanemau/ 

Guarani American Indian ethnic group 
gwar-uh-nee /,gwa:ra'ni:/ 

guardant heraldic term 
gar-duhnt /‘ga:(r)dant/ 

Guardi, Francesco Italian painter 
fran-chesk-oh gwar-di /fran,tfeskou 
‘gwa:(r)di/ 

Guarneri, Giuseppe Italian 
violin-maker 
juuz-ep-ay gwar-nair-i /d3u,zeper 
gwa:(r)'ne:ri/ 

Guatemala country 
gwat-uh-mah-luh / gwata'ma:le/ 

guava fruit 
gwah-vuh /‘gwa:vo/ 


Guayaquil | Gunnell, Sally 


Guayaquil port, Ecuador 
gwy-ak-eel /gwata'ki:l/ 

Gucci Italian fashion label 
goo-chi /‘gu:tSi/ 

Guelph faction in Italian medieval 
politics 
gwelf /gwelf/ 

guenon African monkey 
guh-non /ga'non/ 

Guericke, Otto von German engineer 
and physicist 
ot-oh fon gair-ik-uh /,ntau fon 
‘ge:rike/ 

Guerin, Orla BBC journalist 
or-luh geer-in /,0:(r)le 'grerm/ 

Guerin, Veronica Irish journalist 
gair-in /‘ge:rm/ 

Guernica town, Spain 
gair-nee-kuh /ge:(r)'ni:ke/ 

Guernsey island, English Channel 
gurn-zi /'ga:(r)nzi/ 

Guerrero state, Mexico 
gerr-air-oh /ge're:rau/ 

guerrilla independent fighter 
guh-ril-uh /ga'rilo/ 

Guevara, Ernesto ‘Che’ Argentine 
revolutionary leader 
air-nest-oh chay guh-var-uh 
/e:(r) nesta ,tfer ge'va:ra/ 

Guggenheim, Meyer Swiss-born 
American industrialist 
my-uhr guug-uhn-hym /,mara(r) 
‘guganhaim/ 


The same pronunciation is used for the 
Guggenheim museums. 


Guiana region, South America 
gi-ah-nuh /gi'a:na/ 

Guignol French puppet show 
geen-yol /gi:'njol/ 

guilder former currency unit, 
Netherlands 
gil-duhr /‘gilda(r)/ 

Guildford town, England 
gil-fuhrd /‘gilfa(r)d/ 

Guilin city, China 
gway-lin /,gwer'lin/ 

Guillain-Barré syndrome nervous 
disorder 
gee-ya(ng) barr-ay /,g1jé 'baret/ 

guillotine cutting machine 
gil-uh-teen /‘gileti:n/ 
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Guinea country 
gin-i /‘gmi/ 
guinea former currency unit, UK 
gin-i /‘gmi/ 
Guinea-Bissau country 
gin-i biss-ow /,gint bi'sau/ 
Guinean relating to Guinea 
gin-i-uhn /‘gmian/ 
Guinevere wife of King Arthur 
gwin-uh-veer /‘gwinavia(r)/ 
Guinness, Alec English actor 
gin-uhss /‘gmas/ 
guiro (also giiiro) musical instrument 
gweer-oh /‘gwierau/ 
Guiyang city, China 
gway-yang /,gwer'jan/ 
Guizhou province, China 
gway-joh / gwer'd3au/ 
Gujarat state, India 
guuj-uh-raht /,gud3a'ra:t/ 
Gujarati relating to Gujarat 
guuj-uh-rah-ti /,gud3a'ra:ti/ 
Gujranwala city, Pakistan 
guuj-ruhn-wah-luh /,god3ren'wa:lo/ 
Gujrat city, Pakistan 
guuj-raht /gud3'ra:t/ 
Giil, Abdullah Turkish politician 
ab-duul-uh guel /ab,dule ‘gyl/ 
gulab jamun Indian sweet 
guul-ahb jah-mun /gu,la:b 'dga:man/ 
Gulag system of Soviet labour camps 
goo-lag /‘gu:lag/, Russian [gu‘lak} 
© Established anglicization. 
Gulbarga city, India 
guul-bar-guh /gul'ba:(r)ga/ 
Gulbenkian, Calouste Sarkis 
Turkish-born British oil magnate and 
philanthropist 
kuh-loost sar-keess guul-benk-i-uhn 
/ka lu:st sa:(r),ki:s gul'benkian/ 
gulden guilder 
guuld-uhn /‘guldan/ 
gules heraldic term 
gyoolz /gju:lz/ 
Gullah American ethnic group 
gul-uh /‘gala/ 
Gullit, Ruud Dutch footballer 
ruet khuul-it /,ry:t ‘xolit/ 
Gunnell, Sally English athlete 
gun-uhl /‘ganal/ 
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Gunter’s chain former measuring 
instrument 
gun-tuhrz /‘ganta(r)z/ 

Guntur city, India 
guun-toor /gun'tua(r)/ 

gunwale (also gunnel) upper edge of a 
ship’s side 
gun-uhl /‘ganal/ 
Inwale, however, is pronounced in-wayl. 


guppy fish 
gup-i /‘gapi/ 
Gupta Hindu dynasty 
guup-tuh /‘gupte/ 
Gur West African language group 
goor /gua(r)/ 
gur type of brown sugar 
goor /gua(r)/ 
Gurdjieff, George Russian spiritual 
leader and occultist 
goor-ji-uhf /‘gua(r)d3iaf/ 
gurdwara Sikh place of worship 
goor-dwar-uh /gua(r)'dwa:ra/ 
Gurkha Nepalese ethnic group 
gur-kuh /‘ga:(r)ka/ 
Commonly also goor-kuh. 


Gurkhali Nepali 
gur-kah-li /ga:(r)'ka:li/ 

Gurmukhi script used for writing 
Punjabi 
goor-muuk-i /‘gua(r)muki/ 

guru Hindu spiritual teacher 
guu-roo /'guru:/ 

Gustavus Adolphus former king of 
Sweden 
guust-ah-vuhss uh-dolf-uhss 
/gu,sta:vas a'dolfas/ 

Gutenberg, Johannes German printer 
yoh-han-uhss goo-tuhn-bairk 
/jau,hanas 'gu:tenbe:(r)k/ 

Guthrie, Woody American folk singer 


Gunter’s chain | Gyumri 


guth-ri /'ga6ri/ 

Guyana country 
gy-an-uh /gar'ana/ 

Guyenne region, France 
gwee-yen /gwi:'jen/ 

Gwalior city, India 
gwab-li-or /'gwa:lio:(r)/ 

Gwent former county, Wales 
gwent /gwent/ 

Gwynedd county, Wales 
gwin-eth /‘gwined/ 

gwyniad fish 
gwin-i-ad /‘gwiniad/ 

gyan knowledge 
gyahn /gja:n/ 

Gyanendra king of Nepal 
gyuh-nen-druh /gje'nendra/ 

Khana equestrian day event 

jim-kah-nuh /d31m'ka:na/ 

Gyllenhaal, Jake and Maggie 
American actors 
jil-uhn-hawil /‘d3nlanho:1/ 

gymnasium pl. gymnasia building 
equipped for gymnastics 
jim-nay-zi-uhm, pl. jim-nay-zi-uh 
/d3rm'neiziam/, pl. /-zie/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

gynaeceum part of a Greek or Roman 
building set apart for women 
jy-nee-si-uhm /dgar'ni:siom/ 
Sometimes also gy-nee-si-uhm; see GREEK 
panel. 


gynaecology branch of medicine 
gy-nubh-kol-uh-ji /,gama’kpleds3i/ 
Less commonly also jy-nuh-kol-uh-ji. 

gyratory circular motion 
jy-ray-tuh-ri /d3arrertari/ 
Sometimes also jy-ruh-tuh-ri. 


Gyumri city, Armenia 
gyuum-ri /‘gjomri/ 
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H 


H letter of the alphabet 
aytch /ertS/ 
The pronunciation haytch is the usual 


pronunciation in Irish English, but often 
seen as a mispronunciation in BR and AM. 


Haagen-Dazs American ice cream 
company 
hah-guhn-dahss /‘ha:gen,da:s/ 
Commonly also hah-guhn-dahss. The name 
is made up, and not based on any particular 
language. 


Haakon Crown Prince of Norway 
haw-kon /‘ho:kon/ 

Ha’aretz Israeli newspaper 
huh-ar-uhts /ha'‘a:rats/ 

Haarlem city, Netherlands 
har-luhm /‘ha:(r)lam/ 

Habakkuk Hebrew prophet 
hab-uh-kuhk /‘habakak/ 

Haba, Alois Czech composer 
al-oyss hah-buh /,alots ‘ha:bo/ 

Habana see Havana 

habanera Cuban dance 
ab-an-air-uh /aba'‘ne:ra/ 

Habdalah (also Havdalah) Jewish 
religious ceremony 
hav-dah-luh /hav‘da:le/ 

haberdasher dealer in sewing items 
hab-uhr-dash-uhr /‘haba(r),daSa(r)/ 

habergeon coat of mail 
hab-uhr-juhn /‘haba(r)d3an/ 
Sometimes also huh-bur-juhn. 


Habermas, Jiirgen German 
philosopher 
yuer-guhn hah-buhr-mahss /,jy()gon 
‘ha:ba(r)ma:s/ 

habitué resident 
huh-bitch-oo-ay /ha'bitSuer/ 

habitus general constitution 
hab-it-uhss /‘habrtes/ 

haboob desert wind 
huh-boob /ha'bu:b/ 


Habsburg (also Hapsburg) European 
dynasty 
haps-burg /‘hapsbe:(r)g/, German 
(‘ha:psburk] 
© Established anglicization. . 

haéek diacritic () 
hah-chek /‘ha:tSek/ 

hachures parallel lines 
hash-yoorz /ha‘Sjua(r)z/ 

hacienda large estate 
hass-i-en-duh / hasi’enda/, 
Spanish (a'@jenda], [a'sjenda] 
© See SPANISH panel. 

Hadamar German Nazi concentration 
camp 
had-uh-mar /‘hadema:(r)/ 

Hades Greek mythological underworld 
hay-deez /‘herdi:z/ 

Hadhramaut region, Yemen 
had-ruh-mowt / hadra'maut/ 


Hadith collection of Muslim traditions 
had-eeth /ha’di:0/ 
Hadlee, Richard New Zealand 
cricketer 
had-li /hadli/ 
Hadrian Roman emperor 
hay-dri-uhn /‘heidrian/ 
hadrosaur dinosaur 
had-ruh-sor /‘hadraso:(r)/ 
haemal concerning the blood 
hee-muhl /‘hi:mal/ 
haematoma pl. heematomata swelling 
of clotted blood 
hee-muh-toh-muh, pl. 
hee-muh-toh-muh-tuh / hi:ma'tauma/, 
pl. /-mata/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
haemoglobin protein 
hee-muh-gloh-bin /,hi:ma'glaubm/ 
haemophilia reduced ability of the 
blood to clot 
hee-mub-fil-i-uh / hi:ma'filia/ 
haemorrhage bleeding 
hem-uh-rij /hemarid3/ 
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haemorrhoid swollen veins around the 
anus 
hem-uh-royd /‘hemeraid/ 
haere mai Maori greeting 
hy-ruh my /,hatra ‘mat/ 
hafiz Muslim who knows the Koran by 
heart 
hab-fiz /‘ha:f1z/ 
Haflinger breed of pony 
haf-ling-uhr /‘haflme(r)/ 
hafnium chemical element 
haf-ni-uhm /‘hafnieam/ 
haft handle of a knife 
hahft /ha:ft/ 
Hagar biblical name 
hay-gar /‘heiga:(r)/ 
Hagen city, Germany 
hah-guhn /‘ha:gan/ 
Haggai Hebrew prophet 
hag-y /‘hagat/ 
Hagia Sophia building in Istanbul 
y-uh soh-fee-uh /,a1a sau'fi:a/ 
Hagiographa books of the Bible 
hag-i-og-ruh-fuh / hagi'pgrafe/ 
Hagrid character from the Harry Potter 
books 
hag-rid /‘hagrid/ 
Hague, The city, Netherlands 
hayg /herg/ 


Established anglticization. The Dutch name 
is Den Haag, pronounced den hahkh (den 
‘ha:x]. 


Haguenau city, French 
ag-noh /ag'nau/ 
haham (also chacham) person learned in 
Jewish law 
hah-huhm /‘ha:ham/ 
Hahn, Otto German chemist 
ot-oh hahn /,ptau ‘ha:n/ 
Haida American Indian ethnic group 
hy-duh /‘haide/ 
Haifa port, Israel 
hy-fuh /‘harfe/ 
haik North African garment 
hyk /hatk/ 
Haikou capital of Hainan autonomous 
region 
khy-koh /,xar'kau/ 
haiku Japanese poem 
hy-koo /‘harku:/ 
Haile Selassie Ethiopian emperor 


haemorrhoid | halberd 


hy-li suh-lass-i /,hatli so'lasi/ 
Hainan autonomous region, China 
khy-nan / xar'nan/ 
Hainault part of London 
hayn-awilt /‘hemo:lt/ 


Commonly also hayn-olt or hayn-awt. 


Hainaut province, Belgium 
en-oh /e'neu/ 

Haiphong port, Vietnam 
hy-fong /har'fon/ 

Haiti country 
hay-ti /‘heiti/, French [aiti] 

* Established anglicization. 

Haitian relating to Haiti 
hay-shuhn /‘herJan/ 

Haitink, Bernard Dutch conductor 
bair-nart hy-tink /bexr)na:(r)t 
‘hartink/ 

hajj (also haj) Muslim pilgrimage to 
Mecca 
haj /had3/ 

hajji (also haji) Muslim who has been to 
Mecca 
haj-i /had3i/ 

haka Maori ceremonial war dance 
hah-kuh /‘ha:ko/ 

hakama Japanese garment 
hak-am-uh /‘hakama/ 

Hakenkreuz swastika 
hah-kuhn-kroyts /*ha:ken,krorts/ 

hakim governor in Muslim countries and 
India 
hak-eem /ha'ki:m/ 

Hakka Chinese ethnic group 
hak-uh /‘haka/ 

Hakluyt, Richard English geographer 
and historian 
hak-loot /‘haklu:t/ 

Hakodate port, Japan 
hah-koh-dah-tay / ha:kau'da:ter/ 

Halab see Aleppo 

Halabjah city, Iraq 
hal-uhb-juh /‘halebd3e/ 

Halacha Jewish law 
hal-ah-khah / hala:'xa:/ 

Halafian prehistoric culture 
huh-lah-fi-uhn /ha'la:fien/ 

halal meat prepared as prescribed by 
Muslim law 
huh-lahl /ha‘la:1/ 

halberd combined spear and battleaxe 
hal-burd /‘halba:(r)d/ 


halberdier | Hamm 


halberdier man armed with a halberd 
hal-buhr-deer / halba(r)'dia(r)/ 

Haldane, J. B. S. Scottish biologist 
hawl-dayn /‘ho:ldem/ 

haldi Indian term for turmeric 
hul-di /‘haldi/ 

Halesowen town, England 
hayl-zoh-uhn /herlz'avan/ 

Haley, Bill American rock-and-roll 
singer 
hay-li /‘herli/ 

halfpenny former British coin 
hayp-ni /‘herpni/ 


The British surname Halfpenny is usually 


pronounced hahf-puh-ni. 


halfpennyworth as much as could be 
bought for a halfpenny 
hay-puhrth /‘herpa(r)6/ 


Sometimes also hayp-ni-wuhrth. 


halibut fish 
hal-ib-uht /‘halibat/ 

Halicarnassus ancient Greek city 
hal-ik-ar-nass-uhss / halrka:(r)'nasas/ 

halitosis bad breath 
hal-it-oh-siss / halr'tausis/ 

Halle city, Germany 
hal-uh /‘hala/ 

Hallé, Charles German-born pianist 
and conductor 
hal-ay /‘halet/ 

Haller, Albrecht von Swiss anatomist 
and physiologist 
al-brekht fon hal-uhr /,albregt fon 
‘hala(r)/ 

Halley, Edmond English astronomer 
hal-i /*hali/ 


The same pronunciation is used for Halley's 
comet. This British surname is variously 
pronounced hal-i, hay-li, and haw-li, 
depending on individual preference. 


halloumi Cypriot cheese 
huh-loo-mi /ha'lu:mi/ 
Hallstatt archaeological phase 
hal-shtat /‘halftat/ 
hallucinogen drug that causes 
hallucinations 
huh-loo-sin-uh-juhn /ha'lu:sinad3en/ 
hallux pl. halluces big toe 


hal-uhks, pl. hal-yuu-seez /‘halaks/, pl. 


/-josi:z/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 
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halma board game 
hal-muh /‘halma/ 

Halmahera island, Indonesia 
hal-muh-heer-uh / halma‘hiare/ 

haloperidol antidepressant drug 
hal-oh-perr-id-ol / halau'peridpl/ 

Hals, Frans Dutch painter 
frunss hulss / frans ‘hals/ 

Hialsingborg see Helsingborg 

halva Middle Eastern sweet 
hal-vuh /‘halva/ 

Ham biblical name 
ham /ham/ 

Hama (also Hamah) city, Syria 
hah-muh /‘ha:ma/ 

Hamada, Shoji Japanese potter 
shoh-ji ham-ad-uh /,Jaud3i ‘hamada/ 

hamadryad Greek mythological 
character 
ham-uh-dry-uhd /,hama'’drated/ 

hamadryas baboon 
ham-uh-dry-uhss /,hamo'draras/ 

Hamamatsu city, Japan 
ham-uh-mat-soo / hama'matsu:/ 

hamamelis witch hazel 
ham-uh-mee-liss /,hama'mi:lis/ 

Hamas Palestinian Islamic movement 
ham-ass /ha‘mas/ 

hamate hand bone 
hay-muht /‘hermat/ 

Hamburg port, Germany 
ham-burg /‘hamba:(r)g/, [‘hamburk] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Hamelin town, Germany 
ham-lin /‘hamlin/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Hameln, pronounced hah-muhln. 


Hamhung city, North Korea 
ham-hung /ham'han/ 


Hamilcar Carthaginian general 
ham-il-kar /ha'milka:(r)/ 


Commonly also ham-il-kar. 


Hamite North African ethnic group 
ham-yt /hamait/ 

Hamitic group of African languages 
huh-mit-ik /ha'mitik/ 

Hamm city, Germany 
ham /ham/ 
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Hammarskjold, Dag Swedish 
diplomat and politician 
dahg ham-uhr-shoeld /,da:g 
‘hama(r), fold/ 
Hammerfest port, Norway 
ham-uhr-fest /‘hama(r)fest/ 
Hammerstein, Oscar American 
librettist 
ham-uhr-styn /‘hama(r)stam/ 
Hammett, Dashiell American novelist 
dash-eel ham-uht /da,fi:1 ‘hamat/ 
Hammurabi king of Babylonia 
ham-uu-rah-bi /,hamu'ra:bi/ 
Hamnett, Katharine English fashion 
designer 
ham-nuht /‘hamnat/ 
Hamsun, Knut Norwegian novelist 
knoot ham-soon /,knu:t ‘hamsu:n/ 
Hamza, Abu Egyptian-born British 
radical Muslim 
ab-oo ham-zuh / abu: ‘hamza/ 
Handel, George Frederick 
German-born English composer 
han-duhl /‘handel/ 


Established anglicization. The German 


name is Handel, pronounced hen-duhl. 


Hang Seng Hong Kong stock exchange 


index 
hang seng /,han 'sen/ 

Hangzhou city, China 
hang-joh /,han'd3au/ 

Haniyah, Ismail Palestinian prime 
minister 
iss-muh-eel han-ee-yuh /1sma,i:1 
ha'ni:ja/ 

Hanna-Barbera American cartoon film 
makers 
han-uh bar-bair-uh / hana 
ba:(r)'be:ra/ 

Hannibal Carthaginian general 
han-ib-uhl /‘hanrbal/ 

Hanoi capital of Vietnam 
han-oy /ha'no1/ 

Hanover city, Germany 
han-oh-vuhr /‘hanaova(r)/ 


Established anglicization. The German form 
is Hannover, pronouced han-oh-fuhr 
[ha'no:fe]. 


Hanoverian relating to Hanover 
han-uh-veer-i-uhn / hana'vierian/ 
Hanse medieval guild of merchants 


Hammarskjéld, Dag | haricot 


han-suh /‘hansa/ 

Hanseatic League medieval association 
of north German cities 
han-si-at-ik / hansi'atik/ 

Hanukkah (also Chanukkah) Jewish 
festival 
han-uh-kuh /‘haneke/, Hebrew 
{xanu'ka]} 


Sometimes also hon-uh-kuh or 
hah-nuh-kuh. 


Hanuman Hindu monkey-like being 
hun-uum-ahn / hano'ma:n/ 

Happisburgh resort, England 
hayz-buh-ruh /‘heizbara/ 

Hapsburg see Habsburg 

hara-kiri ritual samurai suicide 
harr-uh-kirr-i / hara'kiri/ 

haram forbidden by Islamic law 
har-ahm /ha:'ra:m/ 

Harappa ancient city of the Indus valley 
huh-rap-uh /ha'rapa/ 

Harare capital of Zimbabwe 
huh-rar-i /ha'ra:ri/ 
* Established anglicization. 

harass annoy or pester 
harr-uhss /‘haras/ 
This is the traditional British English 
pronunciation. The variant huh-rass is 
gaining ground in BR but still disliked by 


many in the UK, and the same applies to the 
word harassment. AM is huh-rass. 


Harbin city, China 
har-been /,ha:(r)'bi:n/ 
Hardanger district, Norway 
har-dang-uhr /ha:(r)'dana(r)/ 
Hardecanute king of Denmark and 
England 
har-duh-kuh-nyoot /‘ha:(r)dakanju:t/ 
Hardwar city, India 
hard-war /ha:(r)'dwa:(r)/ 
Hare Krishna religious cult 
har-ay krish-nuh /ho:ret 'krifna/ 
harem part of a Muslim household 
reserved for women 
har-eem /‘ha:ri:m/ 
Commonly also hair-uhm. 


Hargeisa city, Somalia 
har-gay-suh /ha:(r)'getsa/ 

haricot French bean 
harr-ik-oh /‘hartkau/ 


Harijan | Havana 


Harijan Hindu group of the lowest 
social status 
hurr-ij-un /hartd3an/ 

Haringey part of London 
harr-ing-gay /‘haringe1/ 

Hariri, Rafik al- Lebanese politician 
ruh-feek uh! huh-ree-ri /ra,fi:k al 
ha'ri:ri/ 

harissa North African spicy paste 
huh-riss-uh /ha'risa/ 

Harlech village, Wales 
har-lek /‘ha:(r)lek/, (‘harlex] 

* Established anglicization. 
harmattan dry wind 

har-mat-uhn /ha:(r)'maten/ 
harpsichord keyboard instrument 

harp-sik-ord /‘ha:(r)pstko:(r)d/ 
harquebus gun 

har-kwib-uhss /‘ha:(r)kwibas/ 

Harri, Guto BBC journalist 
git-oh harr-i /,grtau ‘hari/ 

Harrovian member of Harrow School 
huh-roh-vi-uhn /ho'raovian/ 


Harte, Bret American short-story writer 


hart /ha:(r)t/ 
hartebeest antelope 
har-tuh-beest /‘ha:(r)tabi:st/ 
Hartlepool port, England 
hart-luh-pool /‘ha:(r)tle,pu:l/ 
Harun ar-Rashid caliph of Baghdad 
harr-oon uh-rash-eed /ha,ru:n 
ara'fi:d/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 


haruspex pl. haruspices religious official 


huh-rusp-eks, pl. huh-rusp-iss-eez 
/ha'raspeks/, pl. /-sprsi:z/ 
Harwich port, England 
harr-ij /‘harid3/ 
Haryana state, India 
hurr-i-ah-nuh / hari‘a:na/ 
Harz Mountains range of mountains, 
Germany 
harts /ha:(r)ts/ 
Hasdrubal Carthaginian general 
haz-druub-uhl /‘hazdrubal/ 
Hasek, Jaroslav Czech novelist 
yarr-oss-laf hash-ek / jarvslaf thaSek/ 
hashish cannabis 
hash-ish /haSrJ/ 


Commonly also hash-eesh. 
Hasidic (also Chasidic or Chassidic) 
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relating to Hasidism 
hass-id-ik /ha'stdik/ 

Hasidism (also Chasidism or 
Chassidism) mystical Jewish movement 
hass-id-iz-uhm /‘has1,dizoam/ 

Hasmonean Jewish dynasty 
haz-muh-nee-uhn /,hazme'ni:an/ 

Hasselt city, Belgium 
huss-uhlt /‘hasalt/ 

Hasselbaink, Jimmy Floyd Dutch 
footballer 
huss-uhl-bynk /‘hasalbamk/ 

hassium chemical element 
hass-i-uhm /‘hasiem/ 

Hathaway, Anne wife of William 
Shakespeare 
hath-uh-way /‘ha8ewe1/ 

hatha type of yoga 
hath-uh /‘ha@a/ 


Sometimes also hut-uh. 


Hathor ancient Egyptian goddess 
hath-or /‘ha6o:(r)/ 

Hatshepsut ancient Egyptian queen 
hat-shep-suut /hat'fepsut/ 

Hattusa capital of the ancient Hittite 
empire 
hat-uuss-uh /‘hatusa/ 

Hauer, Rutger Dutch actor 
ruut-guhr how-uhr /,rotga(r) 
‘hava(r)/ 

Hau-Hauism Maori religion 
how how-iz-uhm /‘ha ,havizam/ 

Hauptmann, Gerhart German 
dramatist 
gair-hart howpt-man /,gex(ryha:(r)t 
‘hauptman/ 

haurient heraldic term 
haw-ri-uhnt /‘ho:riant/ 

Hausa Nigerian language and ethnic 
group 
how-suh /‘hausa/ 

haute couture fashion design 
oht kuu-tyoor /,aut ko'tjua(r)/ 

haute cuisine cooking of high-quality 
food 
oht kwiz-een / aut kwr'zi:n/ 

hauteur proud haughtiness of manner 
oh-tur /au'ta:(r)/ 

havan Hindu ritual burning of offerings 
hav-uhn /‘haven/ 

Havana capital of Cuba 
huh-van-uh /ha'vana/ 
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Established anglicization. The Spanish 
name is Habana, pronounced ab-an-uh 


{a'Bana]. 


Havant town, England 
hav-uhnt /‘havant/ 
Havdalah see Habdalah 
Havel, Vaclav Czech dramatist and 
statesman 
vaht-slaf hav-el / va:tslaf ‘havel/ 
Hawaii state, US 
huh-wy-i /he'wazi/ 
hawala Arab system of transferring 
money 
huh-wah-luh /ha'wa:la/ 
Hawick town, Scotland 
hoyk /hork/ 
Haworth, Walter Norman English 
chemist 
how-uhrth /‘haswa(r)6/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced how-uhrth and haw-uhrth, 
depending on individual preference. 


Haydn, Franz Joseph Austrian 
composer 
frants yoh-zuhf hy-duhn /,frants 
Jeuzef thaidan/ 

Hayek, Salma Mexican actress 
sal-muh hy-ek /,salmea ‘hatek/ 

Hayward Gallery art gallery in London 
hay-wuhrd /‘herwa(r)d/ 

Hazchem system of labelling hazardous 
chemicals 
haz-kem /‘hazkem/ 

Hazlitt, William English essayist 
hayz-lit /herzlit/ 


This is the family pronunciation, but the 


name is commionly also pronounced haz-lit. 


HBOS banking group 
aytch-boss /‘e1t{bps/ 
Heaney, Seamus Irish poet 
shay-muhss hee-ni / fermes ‘hi:ni/ 
hearken listen 
har-kuhn /‘ha:(r)ken/ 
Hearst, William Randolph American 
newspaper publisher 
hurst /ha:(r)st/ 
Heaviside, Oliver English physicist 
hev-iss-yd /‘hevisaid/ 
hebdomadal weekly 
heb-dom-uh-duhl /heb'domedal/ 
Hebe Greek mythological character 


Havant | heiau 


hee-bi /‘hi:bi/ 
Hebei province, China 
khuh-bay /,xo'be1/ 
hebephrenia form of schizophrenia 
hee-buh-free-ni-uh / hi:ba'fri:nio/ 
Hebraic relating to Hebrew 
huh-bray-ik /ha'bremk/ 
Hebraist scholar of the Hebrew 
language 
heeb-ray-isst /‘hi:brerst/ 
Hebrew Israeli language 
hee-broo /‘hi:bru:/ 
Hebrides group of islands, Scotland 
heb-rid-eez /‘hebridi:z/ 


Hebron city, West Bank 
heb-ron /‘hebron/ 

Hecate Greek goddess 
hek-uh-ti /*hekati/ 

hecatomb great public sacrifice 
hek-uh-toom /‘heketu:m/ 


Heche, Anne American actress 
hesh /heJ/ 


hectare unit of square measure 
hek-tair /hekte:(r)/ 


Sometimes also hek-tar. 
Hector Greek mythological character 
hek-tuhr /‘hekta(r)/ 


Hecuba Greek mythological character 
hek-yuub-uh /‘hekjoba/ 


heder see cheder 


hedonism pursuit of pleasure 
hee-duh-niz-uhm /‘hi:danizem/ 


Commonly also hed-uh-niz-uhm. 


Hefei city, China 
khuh-fay /,xa'fer/ 
Hegel, Georg Wilhelm Friedrich 
German philosopher 
gay-ork vil-helm freed-rikh hay-guhl 
/,geio(r)k ,vilhelm fri:dri¢ 'hergal/ 
hegemonic dominant 
heg-uh-mon-ik /,hege'montk/ 
Sometimes also hej-uh-mon-ik. 


Hegira (also Hejira) Muhammad's 
departure from Mecca to Medina 
hej-irr-uh /hed3ire/ 

heiau ancient Hawaiian temple 
hay-oh /‘hetau/ 


Heidegger, Martin | helot 


Heidegger, Martin German 
philosopher 
mar-teen hy-deg-uhr /,ma:(r)ti:n 
‘hai,dega(r)/ 

Heidelberg city, Germany 
hy-duhl-burg /‘haidalba:(r)g/, 
[‘haidalberk] 

« Established anglicization. 

Heilbronn city, Germany 
hyl-bron /hail'bron/ 

Heilongjiang province, China 
khay-luung-ji-ang / xetlond3i'an/ 

Heimat ‘homeland’ (German) 
hy-maht /‘harma:t/ 

Heimlich manoeuvre first-aid 
procedure 
hym-lik /‘harmltk/, German ['haimlic] 
© Established anglicization. 

Heine, Heinrich German poet 
hyn-rikh hy-nuh /,hamrig ‘haina/ 

Heinlein, Robert A. American writer 
hyn-lyn /hamlain/ 

heinous utterly wicked 
hay-nuhss /‘hernas/ 


Sometimes also hee-nuhss, and erroneously 


hee-ni-uhss. 


Heinz, Henry John American food 


manufacturer 
hynz /hamnz/ 
Heisenberg, Werner Karl German 
philosopher 
vair-nuhr karl hy-zuhn-bairk 
/,vex(ryna(r) ,ka:(r)l haizanbe:(r)k/ 
hei-tiki Maori neck ornament 
hay-tik-i /her'trki/ 
Hejaz (also Hijaz) region, Saudi Arabia 
huh-jaz /he'd3az/ 
Hejira see Hegira 
Hekla volcano, Iceland 
hek-luh /‘heklo/ 
HeLa cells immortal cell line used in 
research 
hee-luh /‘hi:lo/ 
Helena city, US 
hel-uh-nuh /‘helane/ 
Helena, St Roman empress 
hel-uh-nuh /‘helena/ 
* See also the island of ST HELENA. 
Helgoland see Heligoland 
heliacal relating to the sun 
huh-ly-uh-kuhl /ha'larakal/ 
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helianthus plant 
hee-li-an-thuhss / hi:li‘an9es/ 

helical having the shape of a helix 
hel-ik-uhl /‘heltkal/ 


Sometimes also hee-lik-uhl. 


helicon musical instrument 
hel-ik-uhn /‘heliken/ 

Helicon, Mount mountain, Greece 
hel-ik-uhn /‘heltkon/ 

Heligoland island, Germany 
hel-ig-oh-land /‘heligevland/ 
Established anglicization. The German 


name is Helgoland, pronounced 
hel-goh-lant. 


Heliogabalus Roman emperor 
hee-li-oh-gab-uh-luhss 
/ hi:lie'gabeles/ 
Heliopolis ancient Egyptian city 
hee-li-op-uh-liss / hi:li'ppalis/ 
Helios Greek god 
hee-li-uhss /‘hi:lias/ 
helium chemical element 
hee-li-uhm /‘hi:liam/ 
helix pl. helices spiral form 
hee-liks, pl. hel-iss-eez /‘hi:ltks/, pl. 
/helisi:z/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Helladic Bronze Age cultures of Greece 
hel-ad-ik /he'ladik/ 
Hellas Greece 
hel-ass /‘helas/ 
hellebore plant 
hel-ib-or /‘helibo:(r)/ 
Hellene ancient Greek 
hel-een /‘heli:n/ 
Hellenic Greek 
hel-en-ik /he‘lentk/ 
Hellenize make Greek 
hel-uh-nyz /‘helenarz/ 
Hellespont ancient name for the 
Dardanelles 
hel-uhss-pont /*helespont/ 
Helmand river and province, 
Afghanistan 
hel-mand /hel'mand/ 
helminthiasis infestation with 
parasitic worms 
hel-min-thy-uh-siss /,helmin‘@atasts/ 
helot serf in ancient Sparta 
hel-uht /‘helet/ 
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Helsingborg (also Hiilsingborg) port, 
Sweden 
hel-sing-borg /helsin'bo:(r)g/, 
{,helsm'borj] 
* Established anglicization. 
Helsinggr see Elsinore 
Helsinki capital of Finland 
hel-sink-i /helsmki/ 
® Note the stress on the first syllable! 
Helvetia Latin name for Switzerland 
hel-vee-shuh /hel'vi:fa/ 
hemianopia blindness over half the field 
of vision 
hem-i-uh-noh-pi-uh / hemia'naupia/ 
hemiola musical term 
hem-i-oh-luh /,hemi'aule/ 
hemiplegia paralysis of one side of the 
body 
hem-ip-lee-juh /,hemr'pli:d3a/ 
hemistich half of a line of verse 
hem-ist-ik /‘hemistik/ 
Hemkund lake, India 
hem-kuund /hem'kund/ 
Henan province, China 
khuh-nan /,xe'nan/ 
hendecagon figure with eleven 
straight sides 
hen-dek-uh-guhn /hen'dekegen/ 
hendiadys grammatical structure 
hen-dy-uh-diss /hen‘daradis/ 
Hengist and Horsa semi-mythological 
Jutish leaders 
heng-gist hor-suh /‘hengist ‘ho:(r)so/ 
Henin-Ardenne, Justine Belgian 
tennis player 
zhue-steen en-a(ng) ar-den /3y’sti:n 
€,né a:(r)'den/ 
Henri, Robert American painter 
hen-ri /‘henri/ 
Henrician relating to Henry VIII of 
England 
hen-rish-uhn /hen'rifan/ 
Henry, Thierry French footballer 
tyerr-ee ah(ng)-ree /tje,ri: @'ri:/ 
Henze, Hans Werner German 
composer 
hanss vair-nuhr hent-suh / hans 
.ve(r)na(r) ‘hentsa/ 
heparin compound occurring in the liver 
hep-uh-rin /‘heparm/ 
hepatic relating to the liver 
hep-at-ik /he'patik/ 


Helsingborg | Herculaneum 


hepatitis inflammation of the liver 
hep-uh-ty-tiss / hepe'tartis/ 
hepatoma pl. hepatomata liver cancer 
hep-uh-toh-muh, pl. 
hep-uh-toh-muh-tuh /,hepa'tauma/, pl. 
/-mata/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Hephaestus Greek god 
huh-fee-stuhss /ha'fi:stas/ 
heptad group or set of seven 
hep-tad /‘heptad/ 
heptagon figure with seven sides 
hep-tuh-guhn /‘heptagan/ 
heptahedron figure with seven plane 
faces 
hep-tuh-hee-druhn / hepta’hi:dren/ 
Sometimes also hep-tuh-hed-ruhn. 


heptameter line of verse consisting of 
seven metrical feet 
hep-tam-uh-tuhr /hep‘tamata(r)/ 
heptarchy region consisting of seven 
autonomous regions 
hep-tar-ki /‘hepta:(r)ki/ 
Heptateuch books of the Bible 
hep-tuh-tyook /‘hepta,tju:k/ 
heptathlon athletic event 
hep-tath-lon /hep'ta§lon/ 
Hera Greek goddess 
heer-uh /‘hiara/ 
Heracles Greek mythological character; 
also called Hercules 
herr-uh-kleez /‘herakli:z/ 
Heraclitus Greek philosopher 
herr-uh-kly-tuhss /,hera'klattas/ 
Heraklion capital, Crete 
huh-rak-li-uhn /ha'raklion/ 
Herat city, Afghanistan 
herr-aht /he'ra:t/ 
herbaceous relating to herbs 
hur-bay-shuhss /ha:(r)'berfas/ 
herbarium 91. herbaria collection of 
dried plants 
hur-bair-i-uhm, pl. hur-bair-i-uh 
/ha:(r)'be:riam/, pl. /-ria/ 
herbivore animal that feeds on plants 
hur-biv-or /‘ha:(r)brvo:(r)/ 
Herceptin cancer drug 
hur-sep-tin /ha:(r)'septmn/ 
Herculaneum ancient Roman town 
hur-kyuul-ay-ni-uhm 
/ ha:(r)kjo'lemiam/ 


Herculean | hetman 


Herculean requiring great strength 
hur-kyuul-ee-uhn /,ha:(r)kju'li:an/ 


Sometimes also hur-kyoo-li-uhn. 


Hercules Greek mythological character; 
also called Heracles 
hur-kyuul-eez /‘ha:(r)kjuli:z/ 

Hereford city, England 
herr-uh-fuhrd /‘herafa(r)d/ 

Herero African ethnic group 
huh-rair-oh /ha're:rau/ 

Hereward the Wake semi-legendary 
Anglo-Saxon leader 
herr-uh-wuhrd /‘herawa(r)d/ 

Hergé Belgian cartoonist 
air-zhay /e:(r)'3e1/ 

hermaphrodite human or animal 
having both male and female sex organs 
hur-maf-ruh-dyt /ha:(r)'mafredait/ 

Hermaphroditus Greek mythological 
character 
huhr-maf-ruh-dy-tuhss 
/ha,mafrea'daitas/ 

Hermes Greek mythological character 
hur-meez /‘ha:(r)mi:z/ 

Hermés French fashion label 
air-mess /e:(r)'mes/ 

Hermosillo city, Mexico 
air-moss-eel-yoh /,€:(r)mo'si:ljau/ 

hernia p!. herniae medical condition 


hur-ni-uh, pl. hur-ni-ee /*ha:(r)nia/, pl. 


/-nti:/ 
Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Herning city, Denmark 
hair-ning /‘he(r)nm/ 
Herod name of several rulers of ancient 
Palestine 
herr-uhd /‘herad/ 
Herodotus Greek historian 
herr-od-uh-tuhss /he'rodatas/ 
Herophilus Greek anatomist 
heer-of-il-uhss /hia'rpfiles/ 

Herr pl. Herren German title for a man 
hair, pl. herr-uhn /he:(r)/, pl. /‘heren/ 
Herri Batasuna Basque political party 
err-i bat-ass-oo-nuh / eri bata'su:ne/ 
Herschel, William German-born 

British astronomer 
hur-shuhl /‘ha:(r)fal/ 
Hertford town, England 
hart-fuhrd /‘ha:(r)tfa(r)d/ 
Hertz, Heinrich Rudolf German 
physicist 
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hyn-rikh roo-dolf hairts /hamric 
u:dolf ‘he:(r)ts/ 

hertz SI unit of frequency 
hurts /ha:(r)ts/ 

Herut Israeli political party 
herr-oot /he'ru:t/ 

Herzegovina see Bosnia-Herzegovina 

Herzl, Theodor Hungarian-born 
Austrian Zionist leader 
hurt-suhl /‘ha:(r)tsel/, German 
[,te:odo:e ‘hertsl] 

Established anglicization. 

Herzog, Werner German film director 
vair-nuhr hairt-sohk /,ve(ryna(r) 
‘he:(r)tsauk/ 

Heshvan see Hesvan 


Hesiod Greek poet 
hee-si-uhd /‘hi:siad/ 
Hesperian concerning the Hesperides 
hesp-eer-i-uhn /he'sprarian/ 
Hesperides Greek mythological 
characters 
hesp-err-id-eez /he'speridi:z/ 
hesperidium p!. hesperidia fruit 
hesp-uh-rid-i-uhm, 
pl. hesp-uh-rid-i-uh /,hespa'ridiem/, 
pl. /-dia/ 
Hesperus name for the planet Venus 
hesp-uh-ruhss /‘hesperes/ 


Hess, Rudolf German Nazi politician 
roo-dolf hess /,ru:dolf ‘hes/ 

Hesse state, Germany 
hess /hes/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Hessen, pronounced hess-uhn. 


Hesse, Hermann German-born Swiss 
novelist 
hair-man hess-uh / he:(ryman ‘hesa/ 
Hesvan (also Heshvan) Jewish month 
hess-vuhn /‘hesvon/ 
heterogeneous diverse 
het-uh-ruh-jee-ni-uhss 
/ hetera'd3i:nias/ 


Less commonly also het-uh-ruh-jen-i-uhss. 
Sometimes also spelled heterogenous, in 
which case the pronunciation 
het-uh-roj-uh-nuhss is commonly used. 


hetman Polish or Cossack military 
commander 
het-muhn /‘hetmen/ 
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heurige wine from the latest harvest 
hoy-rig-uh /‘horriga/ 

heuristic enabling a person to learn 
something for themselves 
hyoo-uh-rist-ik / hjua'ristik/ 

Heugh British family name 
hyoo /hju:/ 


The place in Northumberland, however, is 
hyoof. 


Hewitt, Lleyton Australian tennis 
player 
lay-tuhn hyoo-it /lertan ‘hju:tt/ 
hexachord musical scale of six notes 
hek-suh-kord /‘heksako:(r)d/ 
hexad set of six 
hek-sad /‘heksad/ 
hexagon figure with six straight sides 
hek-suh-guhn /‘heksagan/ 
hexahedron figure with six plane faces 
hek-suh-heed-ruhn / heksa‘hi:dran/ 


Sometimes also hek-suh-hed-ruhn. 


hexamerous having parts arranged in 
groups of six 
hek-sam-uh-ruhss /hek'samares/ 
hexameter line of verse consisting of six 
metrical feet 
hek-sam-uh-tuhr /hek'samota(r)/ 
Hexateuch books of the Bible 
hek-suh-tyook /‘heksatju:k/ 
hexavalent having a valency of six 
hek-suh-vay-luhnt /,heksa'verlant/ 
Heyer, Georgette English novelist 
hay-uhr /‘heta(r)/ 
Heyerdahl, Thor Norwegian 
anthropologist 
toor hay-uhr-dahl /,tua(r) ‘hete(r)da:l/ 
Heysel football stadium, Belgium 
hy-suhl /‘harsel/ 
© See DUTCH panel. 
Hezbollah (also Hizbullah) extremist 
Shiite Muslim group 
hez-buul-ah / hezbu'la:/ 
Hezekiah biblical name 
hez-uh-ky-uh /heza’ka1a/ 
hiatus pause 
hy-ay-tuhss /har'eitas/ 
Hiawatha legendary North American 
Indian chieftain 
hy-uh-woth-uh / hara'wo6e/ 
hiba Japanese conifer 
hee-buh /‘hi:ba/ 


heurige | Hilfiger, Tommy 


hibachi portable cooking apparatus 
hib-atch-i /hr'batSi/ 

hibakusha survivor of either of the 
atomic explosions at Hiroshima or 
Nagasaki 
hib-uh-koo-shuh /‘hiba,ku:Sa/ 

Hibernian relating to Ireland 
hy-bur-ni-uhn /har'ba:(r)nian/ 
The Scottish football team of the same name 
is hib-ur-ni-uhn. 


hibiscus plant 
hib-isk-uhss /hi'biskas/ 


hic jacet epitaph 
hik jay-set / hk ‘d3erset/ 


Commonly also yak-et. 


Hidalgo state, Mexico 
ee-dal-goh /i:'dalgau/ 

Hidatsa American Indian ethnic group 
hid-at-suh /hi'datsa/ 

hidrosis sweating 
hid-roh-siss /hr'drausts/ 

hierarch chief priest or other leader 
hy-uh-rark /‘hatera:(r)k/ 

hierarchy system of ranking 
hy-uh-rar-ki /‘harera:(r)ki/ 

hieratic concerning priests 
hy-uh-rat-ik / hato'ratrk/ 

hieroglyph symbol in ancient Egyptian 
hy-ruh-glif /‘hatraglif/ 

hierophant priest who interprets sacred 
mysteries 
hy-roh-fant /‘harravfant/ 

Hierro island, Canary Islands 
yerr-oh /‘jerau/ 

hijab head covering worn by some 
Muslim women 
hij-ahb /hr'd3a:b/ 

Hijaz see Hejaz 

hijra transvestite or eunuch 
hij-ruh /‘hid3ra/ 

Hildegard of Bingen, St German 
abbess 
hil-duh-gard bing-uhn / hildaga:(r)d 
‘bmen/ 

Hildesheim city, Germany 
hil-duhss-hym /‘hildas,haim/ 

Hilfiger, Tommy American fashion 
designer 
hil-fig-uhr /‘hilfiga(r)/ 


Hilla, al- | histrionic 


Hilla, al- province and town, Iraq 
uhl hil-uh /al ‘hie/ 

Hilversum town, Netherlands 
hil-vuhr-suhm /‘hilva(r)sam/ 

Himachal Pradesh state, India 
him-ah-chuhl pruh-daysh /h1,ma:tfal 
pra'derf/ 

Himalayas mountain system, Asia 
him-uh-lay-uhz /,hima'letez/ 


Established anglicization. Less commonly 
also him-ah-li-uhz. 


himation ancient Greek garment 
him-at-i-on /hi'mation/ 
Himmler, Heinrich German Nazi 
leader 
hyn-rikh him-luhr /hamrig ‘himle(r)/ 
Hims see Homs 
Himyarite ancient ethnic group of the 
Arabian peninsula 
him-yuh-ryt /‘himjeratt/ 
Hinault, Bernard French racing cyclist 
bair-nar ee-noh /be:(r),na:(r) i::nau/ 
Hinayana branch of Buddhism 
hee-nuh-yah-nuh / hi:na'ja:na/ 
Hindemith, Paul German composer 
powl hin-duh-mit /,pavl ‘hmdemit/ 
Hindenburg, Paul von German 
statesman 
powl fon hin-duhn-boork /,paul fon 
‘hinden, bua(r)k/ 


A more anglicized pronunciation, 
hin-duhn-burg, is used for the Zeppelin 
named after him. 


Hindi Indian language 
hin-di /‘hmdi/ 

Hindley, Myra English murderer 
hind-li /‘hmdli/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced hind-li and hynd-li, depending 
on individual preference. 


Hindu relating to Hinduism 
hin-doo /‘hindu:/ 

Hindu Kush range of mountains, Asia 
hin-doo kuush /,hmdu: ‘kuS/ 


Sometimes also koosh. 


Hindustan historical region, Asia 
hin-duust-ahn / hmdo'sta:n/ 

Hindustani group of Indian languages 
hin-duust-ah-ni /,hmdo'sta:ni/ 

Hindutva strong sense of Hindu identity 
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hin-duut-vuh /hin‘dotve/ 

hinoki Japanese tree 
hin-oh-ki /hi'neuki/ 

Hingis, Martina Swiss tennis player 
mar-tee-nuh hing-giss /ma:(r),ti:zne 
‘hingis/ 

Hipparchus Greek astronomer 
hip-ar-kuhss /hr'pa:(r)kas/ 

hippeastrum amaryllis 
hip-i-ast-ruhm / hipi'astram/ 

hippocampus pl. hippocampi part of 
the brain 
hip-oh-kam-puhss, pl. hip-oh-kamp-y 
/ hrpau'kampes/, pl. /-pa1/ 

hippocras wine flavoured with spices 
hip-uh-krass /‘hipokras/ 

Hippocrates Greek physician 
hip-ok-ruh-teez /hr'ppkrati:z/ 

hippogriff mythical creature 
hip-oh-grif /‘hrpeugrif/ 

Hippolytus Greek mythological 
character 
hip-ol-it-uhss /hr'pplitas/ 

hippopotamus pl. hippopotami African 
mammal 
hip-uh-pot-uh-muhss, 
pl. hip-uh-pot-uh-my /,hipa'potamas/, 
pl. /-mat/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 

hiragana Japanese writing system 
hirr-uh-gah-nuh /hira'ga:na/ 

hircine relating to goats 
bur-syn /‘ha:(r)sain/ 

Hirohito emperor of Japan 
hirr-oh-hee-toh / hira‘hi:tav/, 
{cirocito] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Hiroshima city, Japan 
hirr-osh-im-uh /hr'rosima/ 

This anglicized pronunciation is closer to 
the Japanese than the also common 
pronunciation hirr-uh-shee-muh. See 
JAPANESE panel. 


Hispaniola island, Caribbean 
isp-an-yoh-luh /,1span'jaula/ 
Hispanist expert in Spanish language 
and culture 
hisp-uh-nist /‘hispenist/ 
histamine chemical involved in immune 
responses 
hist-tuh-meen /‘histami:n/ 
histrionic excessively dramatic 
hist-ri-on-ik /,histri‘on1k/ 
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Hitchens, Ivon English painter 
y-vuhn hitch-uhnz /,atvan ‘hitSenz/ 

Hittite ancient ethnic group of Asia 
Minor 
hit-yt /‘hitart/ 

Hizbullah see Hezbollah 

Hmong Asian ethnic group; also called 
Meo or Miao 
hmong /hmpn/ 

Hobart capital of Tasmania, Australia 
hoh-bart /‘havba:(r)t/ 

Hobbema, Meindert Dutch painter 
myn-duhrt hob-uh-muh /, mainda(r)t 
‘hobama/ 

* See DUTCH panel. 

Hobbes, Thomas English philosopher 
hobz /hvbz/ 

Hoboken city, US 
hoh-boh-kuhn /‘heubauken/ 

Ho Chi Minh Vietnamese statesman 
hoh chee min /,hao tfi: ‘min/ 

Hodeida port, Yemen 
huh-day-duh /ha'derda/ 

hodiernal relating to the present day 
hod-i-ur-nuhl / hodi'a:(r)nal/ 

Hgeg, Peter Danish writer 
pay-duhr hoe /,perda(r) ‘ho/ 

Hoffa, Jimmy American trade union 
leader 
hof-uh /‘hofa/ 

Hofmannsthal, Hugo von Austrian 
poet and dramatist 
hoo-goh fon hof-muhnss-tah! 
/,hu:gas fon 'hofmans,ta:l/ 

hogan Navajo Indian hut 
hoh-guhn /‘havgan/ 

Hogarth, William English painter 
hoh-garth /‘houga:(r)6/ 


Commonly also hog-uhrt. 


Hoggar Mountains mountain range, 
Algeria 
hog-uhr /‘hyga(r)/ 
Hogmanay New Year’s Eve 
hog-muh-nay /‘hogmane:/ 
Hohenstaufen German dynastic family 
hoh-uhn-shtow-fuhn / haven 'staufen/ 
Hohenzollern German dynastic family 
hoh-uhn-tsol-uhrn /, haven'tspla(r)n/ 


Hitchens, Ivon | holothurian 


Hohhot capital of Inner Mongolia 
autonomous region, China 
hoh-hot /heu‘hot/ 

* Established anglicization. 
hoisin Chinese cooking sauce 
hoy-zin /‘horzin/ 

Hokan group of American Indian 
languages 
hoh-kan /‘havkan/ 

hoki fish 
hoh-ki /‘hevki/ 

Hokkaido island, Japan 
hok-y-doh /ho'kaidau/ 

Hokusai, Katsushika Japanese painter 
kat-suu-shee-kuh hok-uu-sy 
/katsu,Si:ka 'hokusar/ 

Holarctic zoogeographical region 
hoh-lark-tik /hau'la:(r)kttk/ 

Holbein, Hans German painter 
hanss hol-byn /,hans ‘holbam/ 

Holborn part of London 
hoh-buhrn /‘hauba(r)n/ 
Sometimes also hohl-buhrn. 


H6lderlin, Friedrich German poet 
freed-rikh hoel-duhr-leen / fri:dric¢ 
‘heelda(r)lizn/ 

Holi Hindu festival 
hoh-lee /‘hauli:/ 

Holinshed, Raphael English 
chronicler 
hol-in-shed /‘holinfed/ 

hollandaise sauce creamy sauce 
hol-uhn-dayz /,holen'de1z/ 

Hollerith, Herman American engineer 
hol-uh-rith /‘holerr6/ 

Holm island, Scotland 
holm /holm/ 

holm (also holme) islet 
hohm /haum/ 

holmium chemical element 
hohl-mi-uhm /‘haulmiam/ 

holocaust destruction on a mass scale 
hol-uh-kawst /‘holeka:st/ 

Holocene the present epoch 
hol-uh-seen /‘holesi:n/ 

Holofernes biblical name 
hol-uh-fur-neez / hola'fe:(r)ni:z/ 
Sometimes also huh-lof-uhr-neez. 


A more anglicized pronunciation, 
hoh-uhn-zol-uhrn, is also common. 


holothurian sea cucumber 
hol-oh-thyoor-i-uhn / holav'@juarian/ 


Holst, Gustav | Hooghly 


Holst, Gustav English composer 
guust-ahv hohlst /,gusta:v ‘houlst/ 

Holstein former duchy of Saxony 
hol-shtyn /‘holftam/ 

Holsteinian geological period 
hol-sty-ni-uhn /hol'stamian/ 

holt den of an otter 
hohlt /haolt/ 

Holyfield, Evander American boxer 
uh-van-duhr hoh-li-feeld /a,vanda(r) 
‘haulifi:ld/ 

Holyhead port, Wales 
hol-i-hed /‘holihed/ 

Holyoake, Keith New Zealand 
statesman 
hoh-li-ohk /‘hauliauk/ 

Holyrood Scottish parliament 
hol-i-rood /‘holiru:d/ 

homage special honour or respect 
hom-ij /‘hom1d3/ 

hombre ‘man’ (Spanish) 
omb-ray /‘ombre1/ 

homeopath practitioner of homeopathy 
hoh-mi-oh-path /‘haumiaupaé/ 
Less commonly also hom-i-oh-path. 


homeopathy system of complementary 


medicine 
hoh-mi-op-uh-thi /,haumi'ppe@i/ 


Less commonly also hom-i-op-uh-thi. 


Homer Greek epic poet 
hoh-muhr /‘heuma(r)/ 
Homeric relating to Homer 
hoh-merr-ik /hau'mertk/ 
homily religious discourse 
hom-il-i /‘homrli/ 
homogamy inbreeding 
hom-og-uh-mi /ho’mogemi/ 
homogeneous of the same kind 
hom-oh-jee-ni-uhss /,homau'd3i:nias/ 


Less commonly also pronounced 
huh-moj-uh-nuhss. 


homogeny uniformity 
huh-moj-uh-ni /ha'mod3ani/ 
homologate approve for sale 
huh-mol-uh-gayt /ha'movlageit/ 
homonym word having the same 
pronunciation or spelling as another, but 
a different meaning 
hom-uh-nim /‘homanim/ 
homophone word having the same 
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pronunciation as another, but a different 
meaning 
hom-uh-fohn /‘homafaun/ 

Homo sapiens primate species 
hoh-moh sap-i-enz /,haumau ‘sapienz/ 
Commonly also hoh-moh say-pi-uhnz. 


homosexual sexually attracted to people 
of one’s own sex 
hom-oh-sek-shoo-uhl 
/,homeu'sek fual/ 
Words that contain the prefix homo- can 


usually be pronounced hom-oh or 
hoh-moh. 


Homs (also Hims) city, Syria 
homss /homs/ 
homunculus p!. homunculi small 
human or humanoid creature 
hom-unk-yuul-uhss, 
pl. hom-unk-yuul-y /ho'mankjoles/, 
pl. /-lat/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Honda, Soichiro Japanese motor 
manufacturer 
soh-ee-chirr-oh hon-duh /sau,i:tsrrau 
‘honda/ 
Honduras country 
hon-dyoor-uhss /hon'djueras/, Spanish 
{on'duras] 
© Established anglicization. 
Honecker, Erich East German 
statesman 
ay-rikh hon-ek-uhr /,erri¢ ‘honeka(r)/ 
Honegger, Arthur French composer 
hon-uhg-uhr /‘honaga(r)/, [artyr 
onege:r] 
* Established anglicization. 
honewort plant 
hohn-wurt /‘heunwa:(r)t/ 
hongi Maori greeting 
hong-i /‘hoyi/ 
Honiara capital of the Solomon Islands 
hon-i-ar-uh /,honi'a:ra/ 
Honolulu state capital of Hawaii 
hon-uh-loo-loo /,hona'lu:lu:/ 
honorand person to be publicly 
honoured 
on-uh-rand /‘pnerand/ 
Honshu island, Japan 
hon-shoo /‘honfsu:/ 
Hooghly (also Hugli) river, India 
hoog-li /hu:gli/ 
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Hoogstraten, Nicholas van English 
property magnate 
van hoog-strah-tuhn /van 
‘hu:gstra:tan/ 


The Dutch pronunciation of this surname is _ 


hohkh-strah-tuhn. 


hookah oriental tobacco pipe 
huuk-uh /‘huka/ 

hoopoe bird 
hoo-poo /‘hu:pu:/ 

Hoosier native of Indiana, US 
hoo-zhuhr /‘hu:3a(r)/ 

Hopi American ethnic group 
hoh-pi /‘haupi/ 

hoplite ancient Greek soldier 
hop-lyt /‘hoplart/ 

hora (also horah) Romanian or Israeli 
dance 
haw-ruh /‘ho:ra/ 

Horace Roman poet 
horr-uhss /‘horas/ 


Established anglicization. The Latin is 
Horatius, usually pronounced 
horr-ay-shi-uhss; see LaTin panel. 


horal relating to hours 
haw-ruhl /‘ho:ral/ 
Horatian relating to Horace 
horr-ay-shuhn /ho'rerfan/ 
horchata drink made from tiger nuts 
or-chah-tuh /9:(r)'tfa:ta/ 
Horkheimer, Max German 
philosopher 
maks hork-hym-uhr /,maks 
‘hox(r)k hamma(r)/ 
Hormuz island, Iran 
hor-mooz /ho:(r)'mu:z/ 
Hornung, Ernest William English 
novelist 
hor-nuhng /‘ho:(r)nan/ 
Horologium southern constellation 
horr-uh-loj-i-uhm /, hora'lod3iem/ 
Horowitz, Vladimir Russian-born 
American pianist 
viad-im-eer horr-uh-vits /,vladumia(r) 
‘horavits/ 
horror vacui fear of leaving empty 
spaces 
horr-uhr vak-yoo-y /hora(r) 'vakjuat/ 
hors d’oeuvre small savoury dish 
or durv /,0:(r) ‘da:(r)v/, French [or 
dee:vr] 


Hoogstraten, Nicholas van | Houston 


Horsens port, Denmark 
hor-suhnss /‘ho:(r)sans/ 
Horst Wessel Song official song of the 
Nazi Party in Germany 
horst vess-uhl /,ho:(r)st 'vesal/ 
Horta, Victor Belgian architect 
veek-tor or-tah /vi:k,ta:(r) 9:(r)‘ta:/ 
hortatory aiming to exhort 
hor-tuh-tuh-ri /‘ho:(r)tatari/ 
hortensia plant 
hor-ten-si-uh /ho:(r)'tensia/ 
Horus ancient Egyptian god 
haw-ruhss /‘ho:ras/ 
Hosay Muslim festival 
hoh-zay /hav'zer/ 
Hosea Hebrew prophet 
hoh-zee-uh /hau'zi:a/ 
hospitable friendly and welcoming 
hoss-pit-uh-buhl /ho'spitabal/ 


Sometimes also hosp-it-uh-buhl. 


hospitaller member of a charitable 
religious order 
hosp-it-uh-luhr /‘hospitala(r)/ 
hospodar Ottoman governor 
hosp-uh-dar /‘hospada:(r)/ 
Hdss, Rudolf German Nazi 
commandant of Auschwitz 
roo-dolf hoess /,ru:dnif ‘hees/ 
Houdini, Harry Hungarian-born 
American magician 
hoo-dee-ni /hu:'di:ni/ 
Houellebecq, Michel French writer 
mee-shel wel-bek /mi: fel wel'bek/ 
Hough, Stephen English pianist 
huf /haf/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced huf, hof, and how, depending 
on individual preference. Hough End in 
Manchester is huf. 


Houllier, Gérard French football 
manager 
zhay-rar ool-yay /3e1,ra:(r) u:l'je1/ 

houmous chickpea spread 
huum-uhss /‘homeas/ 

houngan voodoo priest 
hoong-guhn /‘hu:ngan/ 

houri beautiful young woman 
hoor-i /‘huari/ 

Housatonic river, US 
hoo-suh-ton-ik /,hu:sa'tonik/ 

Houston port, US (Texas) 
hyoo-stuhn /‘hju:stan/ 


houting | Huon pine 


There are many US towns called Houston, 
most of which are pronounced as above. 
Houston in Delaware and in Georgia, 
however, are how-stuhn. The NASA space 
centre is in Houston, Texas. 


houting fish 
how-ting /‘havtin/ 

howdah seat for riding on an elephant or 
camel 
how-duh /‘hauda/ 

howitzer gun 
how-it-suhr /‘haurtsa(r)/ 

Howrah city, India 
how-ruh /‘haura/ 

howtowdie Scottish dish 
how-tow-di /hau'taudi/ 

Hoxha, Enver Albanian statesman 
en-vuhr hoj-uh /,enva(r) ‘hod3a/ 

Hoxnian geological period 
hoks-ni-uhn /‘hoksnian/ 

hoya shrub 
hoy-uh /‘hota/ 

Hozier, Clementine maiden name of 
Clementine Churchill 
kiem-uhn-teen hoh-zi-uhr 
/,kKlementi:n ‘hauzia(r)/ 

Hradec Kralové town, Czech Republic 
hrad-ets krah-lov-ay /,hradets 
‘kra:hover/ 

Hrodna city, Belarus 
hrod-nuh /‘hrodna/ 

Hrvatska see Croatia 

hryvna (also hrivna) currency unit, 
Ukraine 
hreev-nuh /‘hri:vna/ 

Huainan city, China 
khwy-nan /,xwar'nan/ 

Huallaga river, Peru 
wal-yag-uh /wa'ljaga/ 

Huambo city, Angola 
wam-boo /‘wambu:/ 

Huang Hai Yellow Sea 
khwang khy /,xway 'xa1r/ 

Huang Ho Yellow River 
khwang hoh /.xwan ‘hau/ 

huarache sanda! 
warr-atch-ay /wa'ratfe1/ 

Huascaran volcano, Peru 
wask-arr-an /waska‘ran/ 

Hubei province, China 
khoo-bay /,xu:'bet/ 
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Hubli city, India 
hoo-bli /‘hu:bli/ 
hubris excessive self-confidence 
hyoo-briss /*hju:bris/ 
huchen type of salmon 
hoo-kuhn /‘hu:ken/ 
Hué city, Vietnam 
hway /hwer/ 
Hugli see Hooghly 
Hugo, Victor French poet, novelist, and 
dramatist 
vik-tuhr hyoo-goh /,vikta(r) ‘hju:gau/, 
{vikto:r ygo] 
* Established anglicization. 
Huguenot French Protestant 
hyoo-guh-noh /‘hju:ganav/ 
hui large ceremonial gathering 
hoo-i /‘hu:i/ 
hula Hawaiian dance 
hoo-luh /‘hu:le/ 
Hu Jintao Chinese president 
khoo jin-tow / xu: d3in‘tau/ 
Hulce, Tom American actor 
hulss /hals/ 
Humber estuary, England 
humb-uhr /‘hamba(r)/ 
humectant preserving moisture 
hyuum-ek-tuhnt /hju'mektant/ 
humerus pi. humeri arm bone 
hyoo-muh-ruhss, pl. hyoo-muh-ry 
/hju:mares/, pl. /-rar/ 
humidor airtight container 
hyoo-mid-or /‘hju:mido:(r)/ 
humoral relating to the body fluids 
hyoo-muh-ruhl /‘hju:maral/ 
humoresque short piece of music 
hyoo-muh-resk / hju:ma'resk/ 
Humperdinck, Engelbert German 
composer 
eng-uhl-bairt huum-puhr-dink 
/ egalbe:(r)t ‘hompa(r)dink/ 
The 1970s pop singer Engelbert 
Humperdinck, who named himself after the 
German composer, is usually eng-guhl-burt 
hump-uhr-dink. 


humus organic component of soil 
hyoo-muhss /‘hju:mas/ 

Hunan province, China 
khoo-nan /,xu:'nan/ 

Huon pine conifer 
hyoo-on /‘hju:pn/ 
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hurdy-gurdy musical instrament 
hur-di-gur-di /‘ha:(r)di,ga:(r)di/ 

Huron North American ethnic group 
hyoor-uhn /‘hjuaran/ 


The same pronunciation is used for Lake 
Huron. 


Hurrian ancient ethnic group 
burr-i-uhn /‘harian/ 

hurricane storm 
hurr-ik-uhn /‘hariken/ 


Commonly also hurr-ik-ayn. 


Husak, Gustav Czechoslovak statesman 
guust-ahf huuss-ahk / gusta:f ‘husa:k/ 
Huss, John Bohemian religious 
reformer 
huss /has/ 


Established anglicization. The Czech form is 
Jan Hus, pronounced yan huuss. 


Hussein, ibn Talal (also Husain) 
former king of Jordan 
ib-uhn tuh-lal huuss-ayn /,1ban ta,lal 
hu'sem/ 

Hussein, Saddam (also Husain) Iraqi 
statesman 
sad-ahm huuss-ayn /sa,da:m hu'sein/ 

Husserl, Edmund German philosopher 
et-muunt huuss-uhrl /,etmont 
‘husa(r)l/ 

Hussite follower of John Huss 
huss-yt /‘hasait/ 

Hutterite Christian sect established in 
Moravia 
hut-uh-ryt /‘hatarart/ 

Hutu African ethnic group 
hoo-too /‘hu:tu:/ 

Huw Welsh boy’s name 
hyoo /hju:/ 

Huygens, Christiaan Dutch physicist, 
mathematician, and astronomer 
krist-i-ahn hy-guhnz /kristia:n 
‘harganz/, [,kristia:n ‘hoeyxens] 


Established anglicization. The space probe 
named after him is anglicized differently, 
and is pronounced hoy-guhnz! 


Huyton area of Liverpool 
hy-tuhn /‘haiten/ 

Hwange town, Zimbabwe 
hwang-gi /‘hwangi/ 

hwy] feeling of emotional motivation and 
energy 


hurdy-gurdy | hyperalgesia 


hoo-il /‘hu:l/ 
hyacinth plant 
hy-uh-sinth /‘haresin6/ 
Hyacinthus Greek mythological 
character 
hy-uh-sinth-uhss /,hato'sm6as/ 
Hyades star cluster 
hy-uh-deez /‘haradi:z/ 
hyaenodon extinct mammal 
hy-ee-nuh-don /har'i:nedpn/ 
hydatid cyst 
hy-duh-tid /‘haidatid/ 
Hyderabad city, India 
hy-duh-ruh-bad /‘haidarabad/ 
Hydra Greek mythological creature 
hyd-ruh /‘haidro/ 
hydramnios medical condition 
hy-dram-ni-oss /har'dramnivs/ 
hydrangea shrub 
hy-drayn-juh /hardremd3a/ 
hydria ancient Greek pitcher 
hy-dri-uh /‘hardria/ 
hydropathy treatment of illness through 
the use of water 
hyd-rop-uh-thi /ha1'drppai/ 
Hydrus southern constellation 
hyd-ruhss /‘haidras/ 
hygroscope instrument which measures 
humidity of the air 
hyg-roh-skohp /*haigrauskeup/ 
Hyksos ancient ethnic group 
hik-soss /‘hiksps/ 
hyoid neck bone 
hy-oyd /‘hatoid/ 
hypaesthesia diminished physical 
sensitivity 
hy-peess-thee-zi-uh /hampi:s'8i:zia/ 
Hypatia Greek philosopher 
hy-pay-shuh /har'perfa/ 
hyperaemia excessive accumulation of 
blood 
hy-puhr-ee-mi-uh / harpar'i:mia/ 
hyperaesthesia excessive physical 
sensitivity 
hy-puhr-eess-thee-zi-uh 
/ harperi:s'@i:zia/ 
hyperalgesia heightened sensitivity to 


pain 
hy-puhr-al-jee-zi-uh 
/ hatperal'd3i:zia/ 


hyperbaton | Hyundai 


hyperbaton inversion of the normal 
order of words 
hy-pur-buh-ton /har'pa:(r)baton/ 
hyperbole exaggerated statements 
hy-pur-buh-li /har'pa:(r)bali/ 
hyperglycaemia excess of glucose in the 
bloodstream 
hy-puhr-gly-see-mi-uh 
/ harpa(r)glar'si:mia/ 
hypericum plant 
hy-perr-ik-uhm /har'pertkem/ 
Hyperion moon of Saturn 
hy-peer-i-uhn /har'prarien/ 
hyperlipaemia high concentration of 
fats in the blood 
hy-puhr-lip-ee-mi-uh 
/ harpe(r)l'pi:mia/ 
hypermetropia long-sightedness 
hy-puhr-muht-roh-pi-uh 
/,harpa(r)ma'traupia/ 
hyperthermia high body temperature 
hy-puhr-thur-mi-uh 
/ harpa(r)'6a:(r)mia/ 
hypertrophy enlargement of an organ 
hy-pur-truh-fi /har'pa:(r)trefi/ 
hyphen sign (-) 
hy-fuhn /‘harfen/ 
hypnagogic relating to the state 
immediately before falling asleep 
hip-nuh-goj-ik /,htpna'god3ik/ 
hypnopompic relating to the state 
immediately preceding waking up 
hip-nuh-pom-pik /,hipna'pomprk/ 
Hypnos Greek god 
hip-noss /‘hipnps/ 
hypocalcaemia deficiency of calcium in 
the bloodstream 
hy-poh-kal-see-mi-uh 
/ harpeukal'si:mia/ 
hypocaust ancient Roman heating 
system 
hy-poh-kawst /‘harpauka:st/ 
hypochondria chronic anxiety about 
one’s health 
hy-puh-kon-dri-uh / harpa’kondrio/ 
hypochondriacal affected by 


hypochondria 
hy-poh-kon-dry-uh-kuhl 
/ harpevkon'drarakeal/ 
hypogeal underground 
hy-poh-jee-uhl /harpau'dgi:al/ 
hypogeum underground chamber 
hy-poh-jee-uhm / harpau'd3i:em/ 
hypoglycaemia deficiency of glucose in 
the bloodstream 
hy-poh-gly-see-mi-uh 
/ harpavglar'si:mia/ 
hypokalaemia deficiency of potassium 
in the bloodstream 
hy-poh-kuh-lee-mi-uh 
/ harpauke'li:mia/ 
hypomagnesaemia deficiency of 
magnesium in the blood 
hy-poh-mag-niz-ee-mi-uh 
/ harpau,magnr'zi:mia/ 
hypostasis pl. hypostases accumulation 
of fluid in the lower parts of the body 
hy-post-uh-siss, pl. hy-post-uh-seez 
/har'postasis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
hypostatic relating to the persons of the 
Trinity 
hy-poh-stat-ik /,harpau'statik/ 
hypotaxis grammatical term 
hy-poh-tak-siss /,harpau'taksis/ 
hypothermia low body temperature 
hy-poh-thur-mi-uh / harpou'da:(r)mia/ 
hypoxaemia low concentration of 
oxygen in the blood 
hy-pok-see-mi-uh /,harpok'si:mio/ 
hypsilophodont dinosaur 
hip-sil-of-uh-dont /,hipsr'lofedont/ 
hyson type of green China tea 
hy-suhn /‘haisan/ 
hyssop plant 
hiss-uhp /‘hisap/ 
hysterectomy surgical removal of the 
womb 
hist-uh-rek-tuh-mi /,hista'rektami/ 
Hyundai Korean motor company 
hyuun-dy /‘hjonda1/, [hjan de] 
Established anglicization, commonly also 
hy-un-dy. AM is usually hun-day. 
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fambic poetic metre 
y-am-bik /arambik/ 

Iannucci, Armando Scottish comedy 
writer 
ar-man-doh yan-oo-chi /a:(r),mandau 
ja'nu:tfi/ 

Tapetus one of Saturn’s moons 
y-ap-uh-tuhss /ar'apatas/ 

Tasi city, Romania 
yash /jaS/ 

IATA International Air Transport 
Association 
y-ah-tuh /ar‘a:te/ 

Ibadan city, Nigeria 
ib-ad-uhn /1'badan/ 

Ibarretxe, Juan José Basque politician 
khwan khoss-ay ee-barr-etch-ay 
/xwan xp,se1 i:bar'etSer/ 

Ibarruri Gémez, Dolores Spanish 
communist politician 
dol-orr-ess ee-barr-oo-ri goh-meth 
/do,lores i:'‘baru:ri ‘gaume6/ 

Theria peninsula, SW Europe; also 
Spanish airline 
y-beer-i-uh /arbraria/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Ibert, Jacques French composer 
zhahk ee-bair /,3a:k i:'be:(r)/ 

ibex mountain goat 
y-beks /‘atbeks/ 

Ibibio Nigerian ethnic group and 
language 
ib-ib-i-oh /1'brbieu/ 

ibid. in the same source 
ib-id /‘tbid/ 

Ibiza island, Spain 
ib-eeth-uh /1'bi:0a/ 

Ibn Batuta Arab explorer 
ib-uhn bah-too-tah / ban ba:'tu:ta:/ 

Ibo (also Igbo) Nigerian ethnic group 
and language 
ee-boh /'i:bau/, ['‘igbo] 

* Established anglicization. 

Ibrox Park Glasgow Rangers’ football 

ground 


y-broks /‘aibroks/ 


Ibsen, Henrik Norwegian dramatist 
hen-rik ib-suhn /,henrtk ‘ibsan/ 


ibuprofen anti-inflammatory drug 
y-byoo-proh-fuhn /,atbju:‘praufan/ 
Sometimes also y-byoo-pruh-fen. 


Icarus Greek mythological character 
ik-uh-ruhss /‘1keras/ 

Iceni tribe of ancient Britain 
y-see-ny /ar'si:nal/ 


Sometimes also y-see-ni. 


ich dien ‘I serve’ (German); motto of the 
Prince of Wales 
ikh deen /,1¢ ‘di:n/ 

Ichikawa, Kon Japanese film director 
kohn itch-i-kah-wuh /,kaon 
Itfi'ka:wa/ 

I Ching ancient Chinese divination 
manual 
ee ching /,i:'tf{1n/ 

ichthus symbol of Christianity 
ik-thuhss /'1k8es/ 

I-chun see Yichun 

iconoclasm rejection of cherished beliefs 
y-kon-uh-klaz-uhm /ar'konaklazam/ 

icosahedron mathematical figure 
y-koss-uh-hee-druhn /,arkosa‘hi:dran/ 
Sometimes also y-koss-uh-hed-ruhn. 


Ictinus ancient Greek architect 
ik-ty-nuhss /1k'tames/ 

id part of the mind 
id /1d/ 

Id see Eid 

Ida mountain, Crete 
y-duh /‘aida/ 

Idaho state, US 
y-duh-hoh /‘ardahau/ 

idée fixe idea that dominates the mind 
ee-day feeks / i:det ‘fizks/ 

idem used to indicate an author who has 
just been mentioned 
y-dem /‘aidem/ 


ideology | Illyria 


Also pronounced id-em. 


ideology a system of ideas and ideals 
y-di-ol-uh-ji /,ardr'vlad3i/ 


Sometimes also id-i-ol-uh-ji. 


ides day falling roughly in the middle of 
each month 
ydz /aidz/ 

idigbo West African tree 
id-ig-boh /1'digbau/ 

idiolect speech habits peculiar to a 
particular person 
id-i-uh-lekt /‘1dialekt/ 

idiot savant person who has a mental 
disability but is extremely gifted in a 
particular way 
eed-i-oh sav-o(ng) /,i:diau sa'vi/, 
French [idjo sava] 


Sometimes further anglicized to id-i-uht 
sav-uhnt. 


idli south Indian steamed cake of rice 
id-lee /idli:/ 

idolater person who worships idols 
y-dol-uh-tuhr /ar'dplata(r)/ 

Idomeneo opera by Mozart 
id-om-uhn-ay-oh /1dpmo'nereu/ 

Idomeneus Greek mythological 
character 
y-dom-uhn-yooss /a1'dpmanju:s/ 

idyll peaceful or picturesque situation 
id-il /‘1dil/ 

Testyn Welsh boy’s name 
yest-in /‘jestin/ 

Ieuan Welsh boy’s name 
yy-uhn /‘jaran/, [‘jaran] 

Ifans, Rhys Welsh actor 
reess ee-vanz /,ri:s 'i:vanz/ 

Ife city, Nigeria 
ee-fay /‘i:fer/ 

Iftar meal eaten during Ramadan 
if-tar /1ftax(r)/ 

Igbo see Ibo 

Iglesias, Julio Spanish singer 
hoo-li-oh ig-lay-zi-uhss /,hu:liau 
I'gleizias/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Iglesias, Enrique Spanish singer 
en-ree-kay ig-lay-zi-uhss /en,ri:ker 
I'gleizias/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Ignatius Loyola, St Spanish theologian 
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ig-nay-shuhss loy-oh-luh /1g,nersas 
lor'avle/ 

ignominy public shame or disgrace 
ig-nuh-min-i /‘1gnemimi/ 

Iguaga (also Iguazit) river, South 
America 
ig-wuh-soo /,1gwe'su:/ 

iguana lizard 
ig-wah-nuh /1r'gwa:na/ 

iiwi Hawaiian bird 
i-ee-wi /i'i:wi/ 

littala Finnish glassware company 
ee-tal-uh /‘i:tale/ 

Jjo (also Ijaw) Nigeran ethnic group 
ee-joh /‘i:d3au/ 

IJssel river, Netherlands 
y-suhl /‘arsal/ 

IJsselmeer lake, Netherlands 
y-suhl-meer /‘arsalmta(r)/ 

Ikaria island, Greece 
ik-air-i-uh /’ke:ria/ 

ikat fabric 
ee-kat /‘i:kat/ 

Ikea Swedish furniture retailer 
y-kee-uh /ar'ki:o/, [1'ke:a] 
Established anglicization. 

ikebana Japanese flower arrangement 
ik-uh-bah-nuh /,1ke‘ba:na/ 

fle-de-France region, France 
eel duh frah(ng)ss /,i:] da ‘fras/ 

Mlesha city, Nigeria 
il-aysh-uh /rletfa/ 

ileum part of the small intestine 
il-i-uhm /‘thiam/ 

Iliad Greek epic poem 
il-i-ad /‘liad/ 

Tliescu, Ion former Romanian president 
yohn il-yes-koo /,jaun 1'jesku:/ 

illegible unreadable 
il-ej-ib-uhl /r'led3rbal/ 

Illich, Ivan Austrian-born American 
writer 
y-vuhn il-itch /,arvan ‘tit/ 

Hlinois state, US 
il-in-oy /r'notr/ 

illuminati people claiming to possess 
special enlightenment 
il-oo-min-ah-ti /1Ju:mr'na:ti/ 

Tlyria ancient region along the coast of 
the Adriatic Sea 
il-irr-i-uh /1'liria/ 
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Nloilo port, Philippines 
ee-loh-ee-loh / i:lou'i:lou/ 

Nlorin city, Nigeria 
il-orr-in /r'lorm/ 

imagism movement in 20th-century 
English and American poetry 
im-ij-iz-uhm /‘tm1d31zam/ 

imago p|. imagines the final stage of an 
insect 
im-ay-goh, pl. im-ay-jin-eez 
/'mergau/, pl. /1'meitd3mi:z/ 
Standard -s plural is also possible. The UK 


publishing company of the same name is 
im-ah-goh. 


imam person who leads prayers in a 
mosque 
im-ahm /1'ma:m/ 

Iman Somali supermodel 
im-ahn /rma:n/ 

Imari a type of Japanese porcelain 
im-ar-i /t'ma:ri/ 

IMAX trademark a technique of 
widescreen cinematography 
y-maks /‘armaks/ 

Imbole ancient Celtic festival 
im-bolk /‘tmbplk/ 

imbroglio complicated or embarrassing 
situation 
im-broh-li-oh /1m'braulieu/ 

Imbros island, Turkey 
im-bross /‘Imbros/ 


Established anglicization. The Turkish name 
is Imroz, pronounced im-roz. 


Imbruglia, Natalie Australian singer 
and actress 
im-broo-li-uh /1m'bru:lia/ 
imbue permeate 
im-byoo /1m'bju:/ 
Imhotep Egyptian architect and scholar 
im-hoh-tep /1m‘haotep/ 
imipramine antidepressant drug 
im-ip-ruh-meen /1'miprami:n/ 
immolate kill or offer as a sacrifice 
im-uh-layt /‘meleit/ 
impala antelope 
im-pah-luh /1m‘pa:lo/ 
impatiens plant 
im-pat-i-enz /1m'patienz/ 
Commonly also im-pay-shenz 


impecunicus having little money 


lloilo | incubus 


im-puh-kyoo-ni-uhss /,mpa‘kju:nias/ 
imperator commander 

im-puh-rah-tor /,1mpe'ra:ta:(r)/ 
impetigo bacterial skin infection 

im-puh-ty-goh /,1mpe'taigau/ 
Imphal city, India 

im-fahl /1m‘fa:l/ 
impious showing a lack of respect for 

religion 

im-pi-uhss /‘tmpias/ 

Commonly also im-py-uhss. 


importune harass 
im-por-tyoon /,1mpo:(r)'tju:n/ 

impresario concert organizer 
im-pruh-sar-i-oh /,1mpre'sa:riau/ 

imprimatur Catholic licence to print a 
religious book 
im-prim-ah-tuhr /1mprt'ma:ta(r)/ 

impugn dispute the truth of 
im-pyoon /1m'pju:n/ 

in absentia not present 
in ab-sen-ti-uh /,1n ab'sentia/ 

Inari lake, Finland 
in-arr-i /‘mari/ 

Ifaritu, Alejandro Gonzalez 
Mexican film director 
al-ekh-and-roh gon-sah-less 
een-yarr-ee-too /ale xandrou 
gon,sa:les i:'‘njari:tu:/ 

incarnadine crimson colour 
in-kar-nuh-dyn /1n’ka:(r)nadain/ 

inchoate not fully formed or developed 
in-koh-uht /m‘keuat/ 
Sometimes also in-koh-ayt. 


Inchon port, South Korea 
in-chon /in'tfon/ 
inclement unpleasant 
in-klem-uhnt /m’klement/ 
incognito concealing one’s true identity 
in-kog-nee-toh /,mkpg'ni:tau/ 
Less commonly also in-kog-nit-oh. 


incommunicado not communicating 
in-kuh-myoo-nik-ah-doh 
/ nkemjucnr'ka:deu/ 

inconnu unknown person 
a(ng)-kon-ue /éko'ny/ 

incubus pl. incubi male demon 
ink-yuub-uhss, pl. ink-yuu-by 
/‘rgkjubas/, pl. /-bat/ 


incunabula | Inkatha 


incunabula early printed books 
in-kyuu-nab-yuul-uh /,mkjo’nabjule/ 

incus pl. incudes small bone in the 
middle ear 


ink-uhss, p]. ink-yuu-deez /‘inkes/, pl. 


/nkjodi:z/ 

index pl. indices alphabetical list 
in-deks, pl. in-duh-seez /‘indeks/, pl. 
/‘mdasi:z/ 


Standard -es plural is also possible. 


Indiana state, US 
in-di-an-uh /,mndi‘ana/ 
Indianapolis city, US 
in-di-uh-nap-uh-liss /,mdia'napelis/ 
indict formally charge with a crime 
in-dyt /im‘dait/ 
indigent poor 
in-dij-uhnt /‘mdidgent/ 
Indigirka river, Russia 
in-dig-eer-kuh /,mdt'gta(r)ka/ 
indigo dye 
in-dig-oh /‘ndigau/ 
indium chemical element 
in-di-uhm /‘indiam/ 
indolent lazy 
in-duh-luhnt /‘mdelent/ 
indomitable impossible to subdue 
in-dom-it-uh-buhl /in’dpmitabal/ 
Indonesia country 
in-doh-neezh-uh /,ndeu'ni:32/ 


Less commonly also in-doh-neesh-uh and 
in-doh-neez-i-uh. 


Indore city, India 
in-dor /1n'da:(r)/ 

Indre river and department, France 
a(ng)d-ruh /'édra/ 

Indurain, Miguel Spanish cyclist 
mee-gel in-doo-ryn /,mi:gel 
Indu:'rain/ 

Indus river, Asia 
in-duhss /‘indas/ 

ineluctable unable to be avoided 
in-uh-luk-tuh-buhl /,ma'laktabal/ 

inexorable impossible to stop 
in-ek-suh-ruh-buhl /in‘eksarabal/ 

in extremis in an extremely difficult 
situation 
in ek-stree-miss /.1n ek'stri:mis/ 
inextricable impossible to separate 
in-ek-strik-uh-buhl /mek‘strrkabal/ 
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Less commonly also in-eks-trik-uh-buhl. 


infamous well known for a bad quality 
or deed 
in-fuh-muhss /‘Infemes/ 

infarct dead tissue after failure of blood 
supply 
in-farkt /nfax(r)kt/ 

infidel person with no religion 
in-fid-uhl /'nfidal/ 

infinitesimal extremely small 
in-fin-it-ess-im-uhl / mfmr'tesrmal/ 

in flagrante delicto in the act of 
wrongdoing 
in fluh-gran-tay duh-lik-toh 
/tn fla,grante1 da'‘liktau/ 

infra dig beneath one 
in-fruh dig /,:nfra ‘dig/ 

Ingenhousz, Jan Dutch scientist 
yun ing-guhn-howss /,jan ‘imgenhaus/ 
* Established anglicization. 

ingénue unsophisticated young woman 
a(ng)zh-uh-nue /‘é3any/ 
Commonly also anglicized to 
an-zhuh-nyoo. 


ingenuity the quality of being original 
and inventive 
in-juh-nyoo-it-i /, nd3a'nju:iti/ 
ingenuous innocent and unsuspecting 
in-jen-yoo-uhss /in‘d3enju:as/ 
Inglis British family name 
ing-guhlz, ing-gliss /‘ingalz/, /‘1nglis/ 
ingot a block of metal 
ing-guht /‘ingat/ 
Ingres, Jean Auguste Dominique 
French painter 
zhah(ng) oh-guest dom-in-eek 
a(ng)g-ruh /34 au,gyst dpmr'nik ‘égro/ 
Ingush relating to Ingushetia 
ing-guush /‘mguf/ 
Ingushetia autonomous republic, Russia 
ing-guush-et-i-uh /,1ngu'fetia/ 
inherent existing in something as a 
permanent attribute 
in-herr-uhnt /im‘herant/ 


Less commonly also in-heer-uhnt. 


inimical tending to obstruct or harm 
in-im-ik-uhl /r'nimikal/ 

injera Ethiopian bread 
in-jeer-uh /‘ind31era/ 

Inkatha South African political party 
in-kah-tuh /m'ka:ta/ 
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in loco parentis in the place of a parent 
in loh-koh puh-ren-tiss /1n aukeo 
pa'rentis/ 

Inmarsat [Nternational MARitime 
SATellite organization 
in-mar-sat /‘Inma:(r)sat/ 

in medias res into the middle of a 
narrative 
in mee-di-ass rayz /1n ,mi:dias 're1z/ 

innovative featuring new methods 
in-uh-vuh-tiv /‘mavativ/ 


Sometimes also in-uh-vay-tiv and less 
commonly in-oh-vuh-tiv. 


Innsbruck city, Austria 
inz-bruuk /‘Inzbruk/, [‘insbruk] 
« Established anglicization. 

Ino Greek goddess 
y-noh /‘amau/ 

inquilab revolution or uprising 
ink-il-ahb /'mkila:b/ 

in re in the legal case of 
in ree /in ‘ri:/ 

insectivore animal that feeds on insects 
in-sek-tiv-or /m'‘sektrvo:(r)/ 

insectivorous feeding on insects 
in-sek-tiv-uh-ruhss /,nsek'trvares/ 

inshallah ‘Allah willing’ (Arabic) 
in-shah-luh /1n‘fa:la/, [in'fa:?a'la:h] 
* Established anglicization. 

insidious proceeding in a gradual way 
in-sid-i-uhss /m'sidias/ 

insignia emblem of military rank 
in-sig-ni-uh /1n'signia/ 

in situ in the original place 
in sit-yoo /1n 'sitju:/ 

insouciance casual lack of concern 
in-soo-si-uhnss /m'su:siens/ 

in statu pupillari under guardianship 
in stat-yoo pyoo-pil-ar-i /im statju: 
pju:pr'la:ri/ 

insuperable impossible to overcome 
in-soo-puh-ruh-buhl /m'su:parabel/ 


The pronunciation in-syoo-puh-ruh-buhl is 
now rather dated. 


intaglio design engraved into a material 
in-tal-yoh /in'taljau/ 

intarsia method of knitting 
in-tar-si-uh /m'ta:(r)sia/ 

integer whole number 
in-tuh-juhr /‘mted3a(r)/ 

integral fundamental or included 


in loco parentis | intestate 


in-tuh-gruhl /‘ntagral/ 


Commonly also in-teg-ruhl, although not 
for the mathematical term. 


integument outer protective layer 
in-teg-yuum-uhnt /m'‘tegjumant/ 
intelligentsia intellectuals 
in-tel-lij-ent-si-uh /1n,telr'd3entsia/ 
inter alia among other things 
int-uhr ay-li-uh / mter ‘erlia/ 
interdict a prohibition 
int-uhr-dikt /‘inta(r)dikt/ 
interdict prohibit 
int-uhr-dikt /nta(r)'dikt/ 
Interlagos Formula One racing venue, 
Brazil 
in-tair-lah-guuss /,1nte:(r)'‘la:gus/ 
Interlaken town, Switzerland 
int-uhr-lah-kuhn /‘mnte(r),la:ken/ 
interlocutor person who takes part in a 
dialogue 
int-uhr-lok-yuut-uhr 
/,nta(r)'‘lokjuta(r)/ 
interloper person in a situation where 
they do not belong 
int-uhr-loh-puhr /'mta(r)laupa(r)/ 
interment burial 
in-tur-muhnt /m'ta:(r)ment/ 
Inter Milan Italian football team 
in-tuhr mil-an / mta(r) mr'lan/ 
Internationale revolutionary song 
composed in France 
in-tuhr-nash-uh-nahl 
/,mta(r)ynafa'na:l/ 
internecine destructive to both sides in 
conflict 
in-tuhr-nee-syn /,nta(r)'ni:sain/ 
Interpol international police 
organization 
in-tuhr-pol /‘inta(r)pol/ 
interpolate insert 
in-tur-puh-layt /in'ta:(r)palert/ 
interregnum period when government 
is suspended 
in-tuhr-reg-nuhm /,mta(r)'regnem/ 
interrogative questioning 
in-tuhr-rog-uh-tiv / mta(r)'rogetiv/ 
interstice intervening space 
in-tur-stiss /1n'ta:(r)stis/ 
intestate not having made a will before 
death 
in-test-ayt /in'testert/ 
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intestinal relating to the intestines 
in-test-in-uhl /in’testinal/ 


Less commonly also in-test-y-nuhl. 


intichiuma Aboriginal ceremonies 
in-titch-i-oo-muh / mtitSi'u:mo/ 
intifada Palestinian uprising 
in-ti-fah-duh / inti'fa:do/ 
intrados inner curve of an arch 
in-tray-doss /mn'tretdps/ 
intransigent stubborn 
in-tran-sij-uhnt /m'transid3zant/ 
intravenous within a vein 
in-truh-vee-nuhss / intra'vi:nas/ 
intricacy detail 
in-trik-uh-si /‘mtrikasi/ 
introit psalm 
in-troyt /‘mtrait/ 
Sometimes also in-troh-it. 


intubate insert a tube into 
in-tyuub-ayt /‘mtjubert/ 
intuit understand by instinct 
in-tyoo-it /m'tju:tt/ 
Inuit North American and Greenlandic 
ethnic group 
in-uu-it /‘murt/ 
Inuk a member of the Inuit people 
in-uuk /‘mok/ 
Inuktitut Inuit language 
in-uuk-tit-uut /1'noktitut/ 
inundate overwhelm 
in-un-dayt /‘mandeit/ 
Inupiag Alaskan ethnic group 
in-oo-pi-ak /1r’nu:piak/ 
inure accustom 
in-yoor /1'njua(r)/ 
in utero in the uterus 
in yoot-uh-roh /m ‘ju:tarau/ 
inveigle persuade by flattery 
in-vay-guhl /m'vergal/ 
Sometimes also in-vee-guhl. 


inventory list of items 
in-vuhn-tuh-ri /‘invantari/ 
Invercargill city, New Zealand 
in-vuhr-kar-gil /,mva(r)'ka:(r)gtl/ 
Inverness city, Scotland 
in-vuhr-ness /mva(r)'nes/ 
Invernessian relating to Inverness 
in-vuhr-neezh-uhn / inva(r)‘ni:3an/ 


inveterate having a long-established 
habit 
in-vet-uh-ruht /in'vetarat/ 

in vino veritas ‘there is truth in wine’ 
(Latin) 
in vee-noh verr-it-ass /1n ,viznou 
‘veritas/ 

in vitro in a test tube 
in veet-roh /in 'vi:trau/ 

in vivo in a living organism 
in vee-voh /1n ‘vi:vau/ 

inwale structural piece on the inside of a 


in-wayl /‘Inwerl/ 
Gunwale, however, is pronounced gun-ubl. 


INXS Australian rock band 
in-ek-sess /,mek'ses/ 

inyanga traditional healer 
in-yang-guh /in'jango/ 

Io Greek mythological character 
y-oh /‘arau/ 

Ioan Welsh boy's name 
yoh-uhn /‘javen/ 

iodine chemical element 
y-uh-deen /‘atadi:n/ 
Sometimes also y-uh-dyn. 


ion atom or molecule with a net electric 
charge 
y-uhn /‘aran/ 

Iona island, Scotland 
y-oh-nuh /ar'auna/ 

Ionesco, Eugéne Romanian-born 
French dramatist 
oe-zhen ee-uh-nesk-oh /o,3en 
i:a'neskau/ 

Tonic relating to a classical order of 
architecture 
y-on-ik /at'pnik/ 

ionosphere layer of the earth's 
atmosphere 
y-on-uhss-feer /ar'pnasfta(r)/ 

iota letter of the Greek alphabet 
y-oh-tuh /ar‘aute/ 

Iowa state, US 
y-uh-wuh /‘atawa/ 

Ipatieff, Viadimir Nikolaievich 
Russian-born American chemist 
vluh-dee-meer nik-uh-ly-uh-vitch 
ip-at-i-ef /vla,di:mia(r) nikaarevitS 
I'patief/ 
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ipecacuanha drug 
ip-ik-ak-yuu-an-uh /,1prkakju'ana/ 
The short form ipecac is pronounced 
ip-uh-kak. 


Iphigenia Greek mythological character 
if-ij-in-y-uh /1ftd3r'nate/ 

Ipoh city, Malaysia 
ee-poh /‘i:pau/ 

ippon point scored in martial sports 
ip-on /‘1pon/ 

ipse dixit unproven statement 
ip-say dik-sit /1pser ‘diksit/ 


Sometimes also ip-see. 


ipso facto ‘by that very fact’ (Latin) 
ip-soh fak-toh / 1psau ‘faktau/ 
Iqbal, Muhammad Indian poet and 
philosopher 
muu-ham-uhd ik-bal /mu,hamed 
‘tkbal/ 
Iquitos city, Peru 
ik-ee-toss /1'ki:tos/ 
Iran country 
irr-ahn /r'ra:n/ 
Less commonly also irr-an, although this 


sounds less like the Farsi pronunciation. 


Iraq country, Middle East 
irr-ahk /r'ra:k/ 


Less commonly also irr-ak, although this 


sounds less like the Arabic pronunciation. 
The pronunciation y-rak is sometimes heard 
in AM. 


irascible easily angered 
irr-ass-ib-uhl /rrasibal/ 

irate feeling great anger 
y-rayt /arrert/ 

Irbil see Erbil 

Irenaeus, St Greek theologian 
y-rin-ee-uhss /,atart'ni:as/ 

Irgun Zionist organization 
eer-guun /ia(r)'gun/ 

Irian Jaya province, Indonesia 
irr-i-uhn jy-uh / rian ‘d3ara/ 

iridescent showing luminous colours 
irr-id-ess-uhnt /,1r1'desant/ 

iridium chemical element 
irr-id-i-uhm /1'ridiam/ 


Less commonly also y-rid-i-uhm. 


irie pleasing 
y-ree /‘arri:/ 
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Irkutsk city, Russia 
eer-kuutsk /1a(r)'kutsk/ 

iroko African tree 
irr-oh-koh /rraukau/ 

Troquois American Indian ethnic group 
and place name 
irr-uh-kwoy /‘trakwo1/ 

Irrawaddy river, Burma 
irr-uh-wod-i /1ra'wodi/ 

irrevocable not able to be reversed 
irr-ev-uh-kuh-buhl /r'revakebeal/ 

Irtysh river, central Asia 
eer-tish /1a(r)'trS/ 

irukandji Australian jellyfish 
irr-uh-kan-ji /1ra‘kand3i/ 

Irvine, Andrew English Arctic explorer 
and mountaineer 
ur-vin /‘a:(r)vin/ 

Irvine, Eddie Northern Irish Formula 
One racing driver 
ur-vyn /'a:(r)vain/ 

ISA Individual Savings Account 
y-suh /‘arsa/ 

Isaac Hebrew patriarch 
y-zuhk /‘a1zak/ 

Isaiah Hebrew prophet 
y-zy-uh /ar'zate/ 

Isar river, Germany 
ee-zuhr /'i:za(r)/ 

ischaemia inadequate blood supply to 
an organ 
isk-ee-mi-uh /1'ski:mia/ 

Ischia island, Italy 
isk-i-uh /‘tskia/ 

Ise city, Japan 
ee-say /‘i:se1/ 

Iseabail Gaelic girl's name 
ish-uh-bal /‘1fabal/ 

Isengard place in The Lord of the Rings 
y-zuhn-gard /‘aizanga:(r)d/ 

Isére department and river, France 
ee-zair /i:'ze:(r)/ 

Tseult (also Yseult) mythological 
character; also called Isolde 
ee-soolt /i:'su:lt/ 

Isfahan see Esfahan 

Ishiguro, Kazuo Japanese-born British 
novelist 
kaz-00-oh ish-ig-oor-oh /,kazu:a0 
Jfi'guarau/ 


Ishihara test | Itanagar 


Ishihara test test for colour blindness 
ish-i-har-uh /1fr'ha:ra/ 
Ishmael biblical name 
ish-may-uhl /‘1fmetal/ 
Ishtar Babylonian goddess 
ish-tar /‘1Sta:(r)/ 
Isidore tropical storm 
iz-id-or /‘1z1do:(r)/ 
Isildur character from The Lord of the 
Rings 
iss-il-door /‘tstldua(r)/ 
isinglass gelatin obtained from fish 
y-zing-glahss /‘a1zm,gla:s/ 
Isis Egyptian goddess of fertility 
y-siss /'A1sts/ 
Iskandariyah, al- city, Iraq 
uhl isk-uhn-duh-ree-yuh 
Jal iskanda'ri:jo/ 
Iskenderun port, Turkey 
isk-en-duh-roon /1s'kendaru:n/ 
Islam religion 
iss-lahm /1s‘la:m/ 
There are many possible pronunciations of 
this word in English. This form is closest to 


the Arabic, and is the one recommended by 
the British Council of Muslims. 


Islamabad capital of Pakistan 
iss-lahm-uh-bad /1s'la:mabad/ 
Islamic relating to Islam 
iss-lam-ik /1s'lamtk/ 
Islas Malvinas Spanish name for the 
Falkland Islands 
eess-lass mal-vee-nass /‘i:slas 
mal'‘vi:nas/ 
Islay island, Scotland 
y-luh /‘atle/ 
Ismaili member of a branch of Shiite 
Muslims 
iss-my-ee-li /.1smar‘i:li/ 
isobar line indicating pressure on a 
weather map 
y-soh-bar /'arsauba:(r)/ 
isochronous occurring at the same time 
y-sok-ruh-nuhss /a1'sokranas/ 
Isocrates Athenian orator 
y-sok-ruh-teez /ar'spkrati:z/ 
Isolde mythological character; also called 
Iseult 
iz-old-uh /1'zplde/ 
isosceles of a triangle with two sides of 
equal length 
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y-soss-uh-leez /ar'spseli:z/ 

isotherm line indicating temperature on 
a weather map 
y-soh-thurm /'a1sau6a:(r)m/ 

isotope chemical element with a 
particular nuclear composition 
y-soh-tohp /‘atsavtaup/ 

ispaghula dried seeds of a southern 
Asian plantain 
isp-uh-goo-luh / 1spe'gu:lo/ 

Israel country, Middle East 
iz-ray-uhl /'1zretal/ 

Israeli relating to Israel 
iz-ray-li /1z'rerli/ 

Israelite member of the ancient Hebrew 
nation 
iz-ruh-lyt /izralart/ 

Israfel angel 
iz-ruh-fel /‘1zrafel/ 

Issachar Hebrew patriarch 
iss-uh-kuhr /‘1saka(r)/ 

issei Japanese immigrant to North 
America 
ee-say /‘i:ser/ 

Issigonis, Alec Turkish-born British car 
designer 
iss-ig-oh-niss /,1s1'gaunts/ 

Istanbul port, Turkey 
ist-an-buul / 1stan'bol/, [is‘tanbul] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

isthmus strip of land with sea on either 
side 
iss-muhss /‘smas/ 


Sometimes also isth-muhss. 


Isuzu Japanese vehicle manufacturer 
ee-S00-Zz00 /i:'su:zu:/ 
Sometimes anglicized to y-soo-zoo. 


Ita Gaelic girl’s name 
ee-tuh /‘i:ta/ 
Itala city, Italy 
ee-tuh-luh /‘i:tale/ 
The Itala car manufacturer is commonly 
anglicized to it-ah-luh. 
Itaipu dam, Brazil 
ee-ty-poo /i:tal'pu:/ 
italic kind of typeface 
it-al-ik /1'talrk/ 
Itanagar city, India 
ee-tuh-nug-ubr /,i:te'nagea(r)/ 
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ITAR-Tass Russian news agency 
ee-tar tass /,i:ta:(r) 'tas/ 

Ithaca Greek island 
ith-uh-kuh /'16aka/ 

itinerary planned journey 
y-tin-uh-rub-ri /ar'trnareri/ 

Ito, Prince Hirobumi Japanese 
statesman 
hirr-ob-oo-mi ee-toh /hirp,bu:zmi 
‘i:tau/ 

Ito, Robert Canadian actor 
ee-toh /‘i:tau/ 

Ivan various Russian rulers 
y-vuhn /‘atvan/ 
© Established anglicization. 

IvaniSevié, Goran Croatian tennis 
player 
gorr-an ee-van-eesh-uh-vitch /, goran 
ivan'i:fSavitf/ 

Ivanov, Sergei Russian defence minister 
suhr-gay eev-uh-nof /sa(r),ger 
i:va'nof/ 

Tvanovo city, Russia 
ee-vahn-uh-voh /i:'va:nevau/ 

Ivel river, England 
y-vuhl /’arvel/ 

Iwan, Dafydd president of Plaid Cymru 
dav-ith yoo-uhn /,davié ‘ju:an/ 

Iwerks, Ub American animator 
ub y-wurks /,ab 'arwa:(r)ks/ 


ITAR-Tass | Izzard, Eddie 


iwi Maori ethnic group 
ee-wi /‘i:wi/ 
Iwo Jima volcanic island, western Pacific 
ee-woh jee-muh / i:wau ‘d3i:ma/ 
Ixion Greek mythological character 
ik-sy-uhn /tk'saren/ 

ixnay used in rejecting something 
specified 
iks-nay /‘tksne1/ 

Ixtaccihuatl volcano, Mexico 
ee-stak-see-wuh-tuh /i:stak'si:watal/ 

Ixtapa city, Mexico 
ee-stap-uh /i:s'tapa/ 

Iyengar type of yoga 
i-yeng-gar /i'jenga:(r)/ 

Iyyar Hebrew month 
ee-yar /'i:ja:(r)/ 

izard chamois 
iz-uhrd /‘1za(r)d/ 

Izhevsk city, Russia 

: izh-efsk /1'3efsk/ 

Izmir port, Turkey 

. iz-meer /‘1zmia(r)/ 

Iamit city, Turkey 
iz-mit /1z'mit/ 

Izvestia (also Izvestiya) Russian 
newspaper 
iz-vest-i-uh /1z'vestia/ 

Izzard, Eddie British comedian 
iz-ard /‘1za:(r)d/ 
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Italian 


Italian has retained more similarity to Latin than any of the other 
Romance languages. As well as being spoken in Italy, Italian is one of 
the official languages of Switzerland, and is also spoken by large com- 
munities in America, Argentina, and Brazil. English has numerous 
Italian loanwords, particularly in the fields of food and music. 

There are many dialects of Italian. One of the standard forms is 
commonly referred to as the RAI accent—RAI is the Italian national 
broadcaster. 

The Italian given here is, as always, somewhat anglicized in line with 
BBC policy and the constraints of the phonetic respelling. 


Vowels 

The Italian vowels A, E, I, O, and U have seven corresponding vowel 

sounds, as both E and O can be realized in two different ways. 

A, I, and U are generally pronounced a (or ah, depending on length), ee 
(or i), and oo. 

E can be pronounced either as e or as close to ay (although not diph- 
thongal in Italian). A long Italian e is also pronounced ay. 

O can be pronounced either as 0 or as close to oh (although not diph- 
thongal in Italian). A long Italian 0 is traditionally often also pro- 
nounced oh, although aw is closer to the native pronunciation. 

Some of these vowel qualities are commonly reduced to schwa (uh) in 
anglicized Italian. We always treat unstressed word-final A as uh 
rather than ah. Furthermore, an unstressed U is sometimes treated 
as uu in anglicized Italian, particularly when it is followed by a con- 
sonant in the same syllable. 


Consonants 
The Italian consonant sounds themselves offer no difficulty for 
English speakers, although they are not always easily predicted from 
the spelling. 

Our treatment of the Italian double consonants is dealt with below 
in the stress section. 

The letters B, D, F, L, M, N, P, T, and V are pronounced as in Eng- 
lish. 

C and CC are pronounced k before the letters A, O, and U, and ch 
before E and I. Enrico is en-ree-koh, and Pacino is patch-ee-noh. 

Please note that although the presence of I turns the pronunciation 
of C into ch (and G into j, and GL into ly: see below), the I itself is not 
pronounced if another vowel is following. Luciano is pronounced 
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loo-chah-noh, not loo-chee-ah-noh, and Giovanni is pronounced 

jov-ah-ni, not jee-ov-ah-ni. The only function of I in this position is to 

indicate the pronunciation of C, G, and GL. 

CH and CCH are always pronounced k. Greta Scacchi is skak-i. 

G and GG are pronounced g before A, O, and U, and j before E and I. 
Gondola is gon-dol-uh, and Gino is jee-noh. 

GH is always pronounced g. Ghetto is get-oh. 

GLI is almost always pronounced lyi (or lyee). Gigiz is jeel-yi. 

GN is pronounced ny. Gnocchi is nyok-i. 

GU is pronounced gw. Guido is gwee-doh. 

J is pronounced y. Juventus is yoo-ven-tuuss. 

QU is pronounced kw. Questa is kwest-uh. Quattrocento is 
kwat-roh-chen-toh. 

S is pronounced s initially, but can be either s or z between two vowels. 
Santo is san-toh, casa is kah-suh, but paradiso is parr-uh-dee-zoh. 

S is always z before B, D, and G. Sbarco is zbar-koh. 

SC is pronounced sk before A, O, and U, and sh before I and E. Scuola 
is skwoh-luh, and scena is shay-nuh. 

SCH is always pronounced sk. Scherzo is skairt-soh. 

Zand ZZ are mostly pronounced ts, but can also be dz. Zio is tsee-oh, 
but Donizetti is don-id-zet-i. 


Stress 

Italian words are commonly stressed on the second-to-last syllable, but 
stress is variable and it is advisable to check each individual case by 
consulting an Italian dictionary. The perceived penultimate stress pat- 
tern sometimes leads to mispronunciations of names like Stefano as 
stef-ah-noh, when it should be stef-an-oh. Sometimes stress falls on the 
last syllable, and this is usually indicated by a grave accent. Cittd is 
chit-ah. 

It is argued that a stressed syllable must have either a long vowel or a 
long (double) consonant. Double consonants in Italian words and 
names, such as the CC in Scacchi, are always pronounced as such, but 
since this does not occur in English it is usually not something we can 
reflect when giving Italian recommendations to programme makers. It 
is therefore common to compensate with a long vowel instead, so pizza 
becomes peet-suh instead of just pit-suh. 
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J 


ja South African term for yes 
yah /ja:/ 
Jabaliya refugee camp, Middle East 
juh-bah-li-uh /d3a’ba:lie/ 
Jabalpur city, India 
jub-uhl-poor /,d3abal'pua(r)/ 
jabberwocky invented or meaningless 
language 
jab-uhr-wok-i /'d3aba(r), woki/ 
jabot frill on the front of a blouse 
zhab-oh /'sabau/ 
jacal thatched hut 
huh-kahl /ha‘ka:1/ 
jacamar tropical American bird 
jak-uh-mar /‘d3akema:(r)/ 
jacaranda tropical American tree 
jak-uh-ran-duh /,dgake'randa/ 
jacinth reddish-orange gem 
jass-inth /‘dzasmn6/ 
Sometimes also jay-sinth. 


jackanapes cheeky or impertinent 
person 
jak-uh-nayps /‘d3akaneips/ 
jackeen city-dweller 
jak-een /dga'ki:n/ 
Jackson, Mahalia American singer 
muh-hay-li-uh /ma‘herlia/ 
Jacob Hebrew patriarch 
jay-kuhb /‘dgerkab/ 
Jacobean relating to the reign of James I 
jak-uh-bee-uhn /,d3aka'bi:an/ 
Jacobethan combining Elizabethan and 
Jacobean styles 
jak-uh-beeth-uhn /,d3aka'bi:6an/ 
Jacobi, Derek English actor 
jak-uh-bi /‘dgakabi/ 
Jacobi, Frederick American composer 
juh-koh-bi /d3a’keubi/ 
Jacobi, Karl Gustav Jacob German 
mathematician 
karl guust-ahf yah-kop yak-oh-bi 
/,ka:(r)l gusta:f ja:kop ja'kaubi/ 
Jacobsen, Arne Danish architect and 
furniture designer 
ar-nuh yak-uhb-suhn /,a:rna 


‘jakebsan/ 

Jacobsen, Howard English author 
jay-kuhb-suhn /‘d3erkabsen/ 

jacquard apparatus used in weaving 
jak-ard /‘dzaka:(r)d/ 

jacuzzi trademark bath with underwater 
jets of water 
juh-koo-zi /d3a'ku:zi/ 
Established anglicization. The Italian 
inventor, Candido Jacuzzi, is pronounced 
kan-did-oh yuh-koot-si. 

Jadida, el- city, Morocco 
uh-zhuh-dee-duh /a3a'di:da/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

Jadoube term in chess 
zhah-doob /3a:'du:b/ 

Jaeger English fashion label 
yay-guhr /‘je1ga(r)/ 

jaeger bird 
jay-guhr /‘d3erga(r)/ 

Jaén province and town, Spain 
khah-en /xa:'en/ 

Ja’fari, Ibrahim al- Iraqi prime 
minister 
ib-ruh-heem uhl jah-fuh-ri /ibra,hi:m 
al 'd3a:fori/ 

Jaffa city and port, Israel 
jaf-uh /‘dgafa/ 

Jaffna city and port, Sri Lanka 
jaf-nuh /‘d3afna/ 

Jaffrey, Madhur Indian actress and 
cookery expert 
mad-uhr jaf-ri /,mada(r) ‘d3afri/ 

Jagannatha form of Krishna; also called 
Juggernaut 
jag-uh-nah-thuh /,d3aga'na:6a/ 

Jagdeo, Bharrat Guyanese president 
barr-uht jag-day-oh /,barat 
‘dzagdeiau/ 

jaggery dark brown sugar 
jag-ub-ri /‘d3agari/ 

Jagielto Polish dynasty 
yag-yay-woh /jag'jerwau/ 

jaguar large cat 
jag-yuu-uhr /‘d3agjoa(r)/ 
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AM is jag-war. 


Jah Rastafarian name for God 
jah /d3a:/ 

Jahorina mountain, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina 
yah-horr-een-uh /‘ja:hori:na/ 

Jai ‘victory!’ (Hindi) 
jy /dgar/ 

jai alai Basque game 
hy uh-ly /,hat e'tar/ 
Established anglicization. 

Jainism religious movement 
jy-niz-uhm /‘a3amizom/ 


Sometimes also jay-niz-uhm. 


Jaipur city, India 
jy-poor /dgar'pua(r)/ 
Jakarta (also Djakarta) capital of 
Indonesia 
juh-kar-tuh /d3o’ka:(r)te/ 
Jakobson, Roman Russian-born 
American linguist 
ruh-mahn yak-uhb-suhn /ra,ma:n 
‘jakebsan/ 
JAL Japan AirLines 
jal /d3al/ 
Jalalabad city, Afghanistan 
juh-lah-luh-bad /d3e'la:lebad/ 
Jalandhar (also Jullundur) city, India 
juh-lun-duhr /d3a‘landa(r)/ 
Jalapa city, Mexico 
khal-ap-uh /xa'lapo/ 
jalapeiio green chilli pepper 
khal-uh-payn-yoh / xala'pemjau/ 


Often anglicized to hal-uh-payn-yoh or 
hal-uh-pee-noh. 


jalebi Indian sweet 
juh-lay-bi /d3a'lerbi/ 
jaleo Spanish dance 
khal-ay-oh /xa‘lerau/ 
jalfrezi Indian dish 
jal-fray-zi /d3al'freizi/ 
Jalisco state, Mexico 
khal-eesk-oh /xa'li:skou/ 
Jalén town and river, Spain 
khal-on /xa'lon/ 
Jamaat-e-Islami Pakistani political 
party 
juh-mabh-tay iss-lah-mi /d3e,ma:ter 
1s'la:mi/ 
jambalaya Cajun dish 


Jah | Jaques-Dalcroze, Emile 


jam-buh-ly-uh /,dgambe'lara/ 
jamboree large celebration 
jam-buh-ree /d3ambea'ri:/ 

Jamelia English singer 
juh-mee-li-uh /d3e'mi:lia/ 

Jamia district of Baghdad 
jam-i-uh /‘dgamia/ 

Jamieson, Robert Alan Scottish 
writer 
jim-iss-uhn /‘d31misan/ 

Jammu town, India 
jum-oo /'d3amu:/ 

Jamnagar port, India 
jum-nug-uhr /d3am'naga(r)/ 

Jamshedpur city, India 
jum-shed-poor / d3amJed'pua(r)/ 

Jamshid legendary king of Persia 
jam-sheed /d3am'fi:d/ 

Janabi, Adnan al- Iraqi politician 
ad-nan uh! juh-nah-bi /ad,nan al 
d3e'na:bi/ 

Janaéek, Leos Czech composer 
lay-osh yan-uh-chek /,lemf ‘janatJek/, 
['jana:tfek] 

* Established anglicization. 

jankers punishment for military offence 
jank-uhrz /‘d3anka(r)z/ 

Jan Mayen island, Arctic 
yan my-uhn /jan ‘matan/ 

Jansen, Cornelius Otto Flemish 
theologian 
kor-nay-li-uuss ot-oh yun-suhn 
/ko:(r) nerlius ,ptau ‘jansan/ 

The Catholic reform movement he founded, 
Jansenism, has an anglicized pronunciation: 
jan-suh-niz-uhm. 


Janssen, Famke Dutch actress 
fum-kuh yun-suhn /,famka ‘jansan/ 
Jansson, Tove Finnish author 
too-vuh yahn-son /,tu:va ‘ja:znson/ 
Janus ancient Italian deity 
jay-nuhss /‘d3ernas/ 
Janus, Samantha English actress 
jan-uhss /‘d3anas/ 
Japheth biblical name 
jay-feth /‘d3erfe6/ 
japonica Asian shrub 
juh-pon-ik-uh /d3a'ponike/ 
Jaques-Dalcroze, Emile 
Austrian-born Swiss composer 
ay-meel zhahk dal-krohz /e1,mi:] 3a:k 
dal’krauz/ 
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Japanese 


Since Japanese has its own writing system, Japanese names and words 
that appear in an English language context have usually already been 
transliterated into the Roman alphabet. As with Greek and other 
transliterated languages, these transliterations attempt to be ‘phonetic’, 
so that the pronunciation ought to be more or less predictable from the 
transliterated spelling. 


Stress and syllable structure 

There is no syllable stress in Japanese, and each syllable should be 
given equal weight and length for an authentic-sounding pronunci- 
ation. However, because English speakers tend to look for stress in a 
word, and might apply stress where it sounds worst, we include stress 
in our anglicized recommendations. We apply stress where it seems 
least obtrusive, in many cases consulting native speakers for their pref- 
erence. This is particularly useful in counteracting the English ten- 
dency to apply stress on the second-last syllable. For example, 
Hiroshima is better pronounced birt-osh-im-uh than hirr-uh-shee-muh. 
However, when names and words are anglicized, the stress does often 
fall on the second-last syllable, as in Toshiba or sudoku. 

Japanese has a much simpler syllable structure than English. Each 
basic syllable element is made up of one of five short vowels (A, E, I, O, 
and U), either on their own or preceded by a single consonant. There 
are no consonant clusters, and the only consonant that appears on its 
own without a vowel is N. When foreign words with consonant clusters 
are taken into Japanese, vowels are inserted: for example, strike 
becomes sutoraiku. 


Vowels 

The five vowels of Japanese A, E, I, O, and U are approximately a, e, ee, 
aw or 0, and 00. Two vowels can appear in sequence. If the two vowels 
are different, a diphthong sequence is produced: sensei is pronounced 
sen-say. If the two vowels are identical, a long vowel is produced: 
hontoo is pronounced hon-taw. In some transliterated spellings these 
double vowels are written as one vowel with a macron (honto) rather 
than as a sequence of two vowels, but the pronunciation is the same. 
Sometimes the macron can be lost, so Toky6 (which has four syllable 
elements in Japanese, to-o-kyo-o) appears spelled Tokyo. The vowels U 
and I are often whispered when they appear between two voiceless 
consonants or at the end of a word, and a better English pronunciation 
can be achieved by missing out these vowels altogether. For example, 
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daisuki desu (I love it) is best pronounced dy-ski dess. 


Consonants 

Most Japanese consonants in transliteration have a similar pronunci- 
ation to English consonants. The letter L does not occur in Japanese, 
and R can be pronounced to sound like either r or |. (It is for this rea- 
son that Japanese speakers learning English have particular trouble 
producing and distinguishing between these two sounds.) G is usually 
pronounced g, but between vowels it is pronounced ng as in singer. H 
before I is pronounced kh in German ich. N is usually n, but it is pro- 


nounced m before M, P, and B, and ng before K and G. 


Jarama river, Spain 
kharr-am-uh /xa'rama/ 

jarl Norse or Danish chief 
yarl /ja(r)l/ 

Jarlsberg trademark Norwegian cheese 
yarlz-burg /'‘ja:(r)lzba:(r)g/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Jarmusch, Jim American film director 
jar-muhsh /'d3a:(r)maf/ 

Jarnefelt, Armas Finnish conductor 
ar-mass yair-nuh-felt /,a:(r)mas 
‘je:(r)nofelt/ 

Jarre, Jean-Michel French composer 
zhah(ng) mee-shel zhar /34 mi:,fel 
‘3a:(r)/ 

Jarreau, Al American jazz musician 
juh-roh /d3a'rau/ 

Jarry, Alfred French dramatist 
al-fred zharr-ee /al fred 3a'ri:/ 

Jaruzelski, Wojciech Polish general 
and statesman 
voy-chekh yarr-oo-zel-ski /,voitSex 
jaru:'zelski/ 

Jasenovac Second World War 
concentration camp, Croatia 
yuh-sen-uh-vats /ja'senavats/ 

Jasna ski resort, Slovakia 
yass-nah /‘jasna:/ 

Jataka story of the former life of the 
Buddha 
jut-uh-kuh /‘dgataka/ 

jatha armed Sikh parade 
jah-tuh /‘d3a:ta/ 

JATO Jet Assisted Take-Off 
jay-toh /‘d3ertau/ 

jaundice medical condition 


jawn-diss /'d3o:nd1s/ 

Java island, Indonesia 
jah-vuh /‘d3a:va/ 

Java trademark computer programming 
language 
jah-vuh /‘d3a:va/ 

Jawf, al- region and city, Saudi Arabia 
uhl jowf /al ‘d3auf/ 

Jazeera, al- Arabic satellite TV channel 
uhl juh-zeer-uh /al d3a‘ziare/ 

Jean, Wyclef American pop singer 
wy-klef zhahn /,warklef '3a:n/ 

Jeddah (also Jiddah) seaport, Saudi 
Arabia 
jed-uh /‘d3eda/ 

Jedi knight in the Star Wars films 
jed-y /‘d3eda1/ 

Jehoshaphat biblical name 
juh-hosh-uh-fat /d3r'hofSafat/ 

Jehovah ‘God’ (Hebrew) 
juh-hoh-vuh /d3a'‘hauva/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Jekyll, Dr see Doctor Jekyll 

Jekyll, Gertrude English 
horticulturalist 
jee-kuhl /‘d3i:kel/ 

Jelinek, Elfriede Austrian author 
el-free-duh yel-in-ek /el,fri:da 
‘jelinek/ 

jellaba see djellaba 

Jemaah Islamiyah south-east Asian 
Islamic terrorist organization 
jem-ah iss-luh-mee-yuh /d3e,ma: 
tsle'mi:ja/ 

Jena town, Germany 
yay-nuh /‘jemoa/ 


Jenin | Johansson, Lennart 


Jenin city, Palestine 
juh-neen /d3e'ni:n/ 

Jenifa opera by Jandéek 
yen-oo-fuh /‘jenu:fa/ 

Jerba see Djerba 

jerboa desert-dwelling rodent 
jur-boh-uh /d30:(r)'baue/ 

jeremiad long, mournful lamentation 
jerr-uh-my-ad /,d3era'maiad/ 

Jeremiah Hebrew prophet 
jerr-uh-my-uh /,d3era'mata/ 

Jerez town, Spain 
kherr-eth /xe're0/ 

Jericho town, Palestine 
jerr-ik-oh /‘dgerikau/ 

jeroboam large wine bottle 
jerr-uh-boh-uhm /,d3era'bavem/ 

Jérriais Jersey form of French 
zherr-i-ay /‘3erie1/ 

Jerusalem capital of Israel 
juh-roo-suh-luhm /d3a'ru:salam/ 
Established anglicization. 

Jervis, John British admiral 
jar-viss /‘d3a:(r)vis/ 

Jesse biblical name 
jess-i /‘d3esi/ 

Jesu archaic form of Jesus 
jeez-yoo /‘d3i:zju:/ 

Sometimes also yay-zoo. 


jeté ballet-step 
zhuh-tay /3a'ter/ 
Jethou island, Channel Islands 
jet-oo /‘dgetu:/ 
jeunesse dorée gilded youth 
zhoe-ness daw-ray /39,nés do:'re1/ 
Jewry Jews collectively 
joor-i /‘d3vari/ 
Jezebel biblical name 
jez-uh-be! /‘d3ezabel/ 
Jhansi city, India 
jahn-si /'d3a:nsi/ 
Jharkand state, India 
jar-kuhnd /‘d3a:(r)kend/ 
Jhelum river, Himalayas 
jee-luhm /‘d3i:lam/ 
Jiangsu province, China 
ji-ang-soo /d3i,an'su:/ 
Jiangxi province, China 
ji-ang-shee /d3i,an'Si:/ 
jibba long coat worn by Muslim men 
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jib-uh /‘d31ba/ 

Jibuti see Djibouti 

Jiddah see Jeddah 

jihad war against unbelievers 
ji-hahd /d3rha:d/ 
Commonly also ji-had. 


jihadi person involved in a jihad 
ji-hah-di /d3rha:di/ 

jilbab Muslim floor-length robe 
jil-bab /d31l'bab/ 

Jilin province, China 
jee-lin /,d3ivlin/ 

Jimmu legendary first emperor of Japan 
jim-oo /‘d3mmu:/ 

Jin Chinese dynasty 
jin /d3im/ 

Jinan city, China 
jee-nan / d3i:'‘nan/ 

Jinnah, Muhammad Ali Indian 
statesman 
muu-ham-uhd al-i jin-uh /mu,hamad 
,ali 'd3ma/ 

jiu-jitsu see ju-jitsu 

Joao Pessoa city, Brazil 
zhuu-ow(ng) pess-oh-uh /3u,40 
pe'sava/ 

Job biblical name 
johb /d3aub/ 

Jobs, Steven American computer 
entrepreneur 
jobz /d3nbz/ 

Jocasta Greek mythological character 
joh-kast-uh /d3au'kasta/ 

jocose playful or humorous 
juh-kohss /d3a‘kaus/ 

Jodhpur city, India 
jod-poor /‘d3ndpua(r)/ 

jodhpurs trousers worn for horse riding 
jod-puhrz /‘d3ndpa(r)z/ 

Jodrell Bank site of radio telescope, 
England 
jod-ruhl! /‘d3pdral/ 

Joffre, Joseph Jacques Césaire 
French marshal 
zhoh-zef zhahk say-zair zhof-ruh 
{3a0,zef 3a:k se1,ze:(r) ‘3pfra/ 

Jogjakarta see Yogyakarta 

Johansson, Lennart Swedish 
president of UEFA 
len-art yoo-han-son /lena:(r)t 
‘ju:hanspn/ 
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Johansson, Scarlett American actress 
skar-luht joh-han-suhn /,ska:(r)lat 
dgau'‘hansan/ 

Johansson, Thomas Swedish tennis 
player 
too-mass yoo-han-son /,tu:mas 
‘ju:zhanspn/ 

John Menzies Scottish booksellers and 
stationers 
ming-iss /‘minis/ 

Often also erroneously men-ziss. 


Johansson, Scarlett | Jubilate 


Jorvik (also Yorvik) Viking name for 
York 
yor-vik /‘ja:(r)vik/ 

Jospin, Lionel French politician 
lee-on-el zhoss-pa(ng) /li:n'nel 3ns'pé/ 

jota Spanish folk dance 
khoh-tuh /*xauta/ 

Jotunheim world in Norse mythology 
yoh-tuun-haym /‘jautun,herm/ 
In Germanic contexts commonly also 
yoh-tuhn-hym. 


Johor (also Johore) state, Malaysia 
juh-hor /d3a‘ho:(r)/ 

Johor Baharu city, Malaysia 
juh-hor bar-oo /d3a,ho:(r) ‘ba:ru:/ 

joie de vivre exuberant enjoyment of life 
zhwah duh veev-ruh /.3wa: da 'vi:vra/ 

jojoba oil extracted from an American 
shrub 
hoh-hoh-buh /hau‘hauba/ 


Jolie, Angelina American actress 
an-juh-lee-nuh zhoh-lee /and3e'li:na 
390'li:/ 

jolie laide attractive woman with ugly 
features 
zhol-ee led / 3pli: ‘led/ 

Joliot, Jean-Frédéric French nuclear 
physicist 
zhah(ng) fray-day-reek zhol-yoh /3a 
frerde1,ri:k 30)'jau/ 

jollof West African rice stew 
jol-uhf /‘d3plof/ 

Jolson, Al Russian-born American 
singer and comedian 
johl-suhn /‘d3aulsan/ 

Jonagold dessert apple 
jon-uh-gohld /‘d3pna,gauld/ 

Jonah Hebrew prophet 
joh-nuh /‘d3auna/ 

Jong, Erica American author 
err-ik-uh jong / erika 'd3pn/ 

Jonképing city, Sweden 
yoen-shoep-ing /‘jo:n,fo:p1n/ 

jonquil narcissus 
jonk-wil /‘d3onkw1l/ 

Jonze, Spike American film director 
spyk johnz / spark ‘'d3a0nz/ 

Jordaens, Jacob Flemish painter 
yah-kop yor-dahnss / ja:kop 
ja:(r)'da:ns/ 


joual non-standard form of Canadian 
French 
zhwal /3wal/ 

jouk turn or bend quickly 
jook /d3u:k/ 

Joule, James Prescott English 
physicist 
jool /d3u:l/ 

joule unit of work or energy 
jool /d3u:l/ 

Jove Greek god 
johv /‘d3auv/ 

Jovovich, Milla American actress and 
model 
mee-luh yoh-vuh-vitch /,mi:lo 
‘jauvevitl/ 

Jowell, Tessa English culture minister 
jow-uhl /‘dgaval/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced jow-uhl and joh-uh!, 
depending on individual preference. 


JPEG format for compressing images 
jay-peg /'‘jeipeg/ 

Juan tropical storm name 
hwahn /hwa:n/ 

Juan Carlos de Borbén y Borbon 
king of Spain 
khwan kar-loss day bor-bon ee 
bor-bon /xwan ,ka:(r)lps det bo:(r),bon 
i: bo:(r)'bon/ 

Juarez, Benito Pablo Mexican 
statesman 
ben-ee-toh pab-loh khwarr-ess 
/be,ni:teu pableu ‘xwares/ 

Juba city, Sudan 
joo-buh /‘d3u:ba/ 

Jubba river, East Africa 
juub-uh /'d3ube/ 

Jubilate hundredth psalm 
joo-bil-ah-tay /,d3u:br'la:ter/ 


jubilate | Jyvaskyla 


jubilate show great happines 
joo-bil-ayt /‘dzu:bilert/ 

Judaea southern part of ancient 
Palestine 
joo-dee-uh /d3u:'di:a/ 

Judah Hebrew patriarch 
joo-duh /‘d3u:de/ 

Judaism religion 
joo-day-iz-uhm /'d3u:derzam/ 

Judas Maccabaeus Jewish leader 
joo-duhss mak-uh-bee-uhss /,d3u:das 
maka'bi:as/ 

Judenrat Jewish council 
yoo-duhn-raht /‘ju:denra:t/ 

judoka expert in judo 
joo-doh-kuh /‘d3u:dauke/ 


Sometimes also joo-doh-kuh. 


Jugendstil German term for art nouveau 
yoo-guhnt-shteel /‘ju:gant, fti:l/ 

Juggernaut form of Krishna; also called 
Jagannatha 
jug-uhr-nawt /‘dgaga(r)na:t/ 

juggernaut large vehicle 
jug-uhr-nawt /‘d3aga(r)no:t/ 

jugular of the neck or throat 
jug-yuul-uhr /‘d3agjule(r)/ 
Less commonly also joog-yuul-uhr. 

ju-jitsu (also jiu-jitsu or ju-jutsu) 
Japanese system of wrestling 
joo-jit-soo /d3u:'d3itsu:/ 

jujube fruit of a Eurasian plant 
joo-joob /‘d3u:d3u:b/ 

Juilliard school of music in New York 
joo-li-ard /‘dgu:lia:(r)d/ 

julep sweet drink 
joo-lep /‘dju:lep/ 

julienne portion of food cut into short 
strips 
joo-li-en /,d3u:li'en/ 

Jullundur see Jalandhar 

jumar climbing clamp 
joo-muhr /‘d3u:ma(r)/ 

Jumeirah luxury hotel complex, United 
Arab Emirates 
joo-my-ruh /dgu:'matra/ 

Jumna river, India 
jum-nuh /‘d3amna/ 

Juncker, Jean-Claude prime minister 
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of Luxembourg 
zhah(ng) klohd yuunk-uhr /3a ,klevd 
‘jonke(r)/ 

Juneau port, Alaska 
joo-noh /‘d3u:nau/ 

Jung, Carl Swiss psychologist 
karl yuung /,ka:(r)! ‘jon/ 

Junge, Traud] German private secretary 
to Hitler 
trow-duhl yuung-uh / traudal ‘juna/ 

Jungfrau mountain, Switzerland 
yuung-frow /‘jonfrau/ 

jungli uncultured 
jung-gli /‘d3angli/ 

juniper evergreen shrub 
joo-nip-uhr /‘d3u:nipa(r)/ 

junket dish of flavoured curds of milk 
junk-uht /‘d3zankat/ 

Juno Roman goddess 
joo-noh /‘d3zu:nau/ 

Juno beach D-day landing code name 
joo-noh /‘d3u:neu/ 

junta political group taking power by 
force 
jun-tuh /‘d3ante/, Spanish ['xunta]} 
* Established anglicization. 

Juppé, Alain French politician 
al-a(ng) zhue-pay /al,é 3y'pet/ 

Jura mountain ranges, France and 
Switzerland 
joor-uh /‘d3uara/, French [3yra]} 
* Established anglicization. 

Jura island, Scotland 
joor-uh /‘d3uara/ 

Justinian Byzantine emperor 
just-in-i-uhn /dga‘stinien/ 

Jute Germanic ethnic group 
joot /d3u:t/ 

Jutland peninsula, NW Europe 
jut-luhnd /‘d3atland/ 
* Established anglicization. 

Juvenal Roman satirist 
joo-vuh-nuhl /‘d3u:vanal/ 

Juventus Italian football club 
yoo-ven-tuuss /ju:'ventus/ 

Jyvaskyla city, Finland 
yue-vask-uel-uh /‘jyvaskylo/, 
Ciyveskyle] 
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K 


Ka spiritual part of a human being or god 


kah /ka:/ 
Kaaba (also Caaba) Muslim shrine in 
Mecca 
kah-buh /’ka:ba/ 
Kaapenaar inhabitant of Cape Town 
kah-puh-nar /‘ka:pa,na:(r)/ 
kabaddi sport 
kuh-bad-i /ka'badi/ 
kabaka ruler of the Baganda people of 
Uganda 
kuh-bah-kuh /ko'ba:ko/ 
Kabalega Falls waterfall, Uganda 
kab-uh-lay-guh / kaba'leiga/ 
Kabardian relating to Kabardino 
kuh-bar-di-uhn /ke'ba:(r)dien/ 
Kabardino-Balkaria autonomous 
republic, Russia 
kuh-buhr-dyee-nuh buhl-kar-i-uh 
/ keba(r)'djizna bal'ka:ria/ 
Kabbalah see Cabbala 
kabeljou fish 
kab-uhl-yoh /,kabal'jau/ 
Kabila, Laurent-Désiré African 
politician 
lorr-ah(ng) day-zee-ray kab-ee-luh 
/lo,r@ deizi:,rer ka'bi:la/ 
Kabinett German wine 
kab-in-et /,kabr'net/ 
kabloona pl. kabloonat person who is 
not an Inuit 
kuhb-loo-nuh, pl. kuhb-loo-nat 
/ka'blu:na/, pl. /-nat/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
kabuki traditional form of Japanese 
drama 
kuh-boo-ki /ka'bu:ki/ 
Kabul capital of Afghanistan 
kah-buul /‘ka:bul/ 
Kabwe town, Zambia 
kab-way /‘kabwe1/ 
Kabyle Algerian ethnic group 
kuh-by! /ke'ban/ 
Kabylia region, Algeria 
kuh-bil-i-uh /ka'bilia/ 


Established anglicization. The French name 
is Kabylie, pronounced kab-il-ee. 


Kachin Asian ethnic group 
katch-in /‘katfin/ 
kachina spirit in the Pueblo Indian 
mythology 
kuh-chee-nuh /ke'tfi:na/ 
kadaitcha Aboriginal mission of 
vengeance 
kuh-dy-chuh /ka'daitJa/ 
Kadar, Janos Hungarian statesman 
yah-nosh kah-dar /,ja:nvf ‘'ka:da:(r)/ 
Kaddish Jewish prayer sequence 
kad-ish /‘kadiS/ 


Established anglicization. The Hebrew 
spelling of the word is Kaddisch, 
pronounced kad-eesh. 


Kadima Israeli political party 
kuh-dee-muh /ka'di:ma/ 
kaffiyeh see keffiyeh 
Kafir Afghan ethnic group 
kaf-eer /‘kafia(r)/ 
kafir person who is not a Muslim 
kaf-eer /‘kafia(r)/ 
Kafka, Franz Czech novelist 
frants kaf-kuh / frants ‘kafka/ 
kaftan long tunic 
kaf-tan /‘kaftan/ 
Kagame, Paul Rwandan president 
pol kuh-gah-may /,pol ka'ga:mer/ 
Kagoshima city, Japan 
kag-osh-im-uh /ka'gpfima/ 
kagu bird 
kah-goo /‘ka:gu:/ 
kahikatea New Zealand tree 
ky-kuh-tee-uh / karka'ti:a/ 
Kahlo, Frida Mexican painter 
free-duh kah-loh / fri:da ‘ka:lau/ 
Kahliia trademark liqueur 
kuh-loo-uh /ka'lu:a/ 
kahuna Hawaiian wise man 
kuh-hoo-nuh /ke‘hu:na/ 
Kaifeng city, China 
ky-fung /,kar'fan/ 


kairos | kampong 


kairos propitious moment for decision or 
action 
ky-ross /‘kairps/ 
Kairouan city, Tunisia 
ky-ruu-ahn / kairu'a:n/ 
Kaiser, Georg German dramatist 
gay-ork ky-zuhr /,gero:(r)k 'kaiza(r)/ 
kaiser German emperor 
ky-zuhr /'kaiza(r)/ 
Kaiserslautern city, Germany 
ky-zuhrss-low-tuhrn 
/ Karza(r)s'lauta(r)n/ 
kaizen Japanese business philosophy 
ky-zen /kat'zen/ 
kakapo parrot 
kah-kuh-poh /‘ka:kapau/ 
kakemono Japanese painting 
kak-em-oh-noh / kake'maunau/ 
Kakiemon style of Japanese porcelain 
kak-ee-em-on /ka'ki:emon/ 
Kalaallit Nunaat see Greenland 
kala-azar form of leishmaniasis 
kah-luh uh-zar /,ka:la 9'za:(r)/ 
Kalahari Desert desert, Africa 
kal-uh-har-i /,kala‘ha:ri/ 
kalanchoe plant 
kal-uhn-koh-i /kalen'kaui/ 
Kalashnikov rifle 
kuh-lash-nik-of /ka'lafnikof/ 
kale cabbage 
kayl /kerl/ 
Kalevala Finnish national epic 
kal-ev-al-uh /‘kalevala/ 
Kalgoorlie town, Australia 
kal-goor-li /kal'gua(r)li/ 
Kali Hindu goddess 
kah-li /‘ka:li/ 
kali saltwort 
kay-ly /‘kerla1/ 


Sometimes also kal-i. 


Kalidasa Indian poet 
kal-id-ah-suh /,kalr'da:sa/ 

Kalimantan region, Indonesia 
kal-im-an-tan / kali'‘mantan/ 

kalimba African thumb piano 
kuh-limb-uh /ke'limba/ 

Kalinin, Mikhail Soviet statesman 
mee-khuh-eel kuh-lee-nin /mi:xa,i:1 
ka'liznin/ 

Kaliningrad port and region, Russia 
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kuh-lee-nin-grat /ke'li:znmgrat/ 
Kalisz city, Poland 
kal-eesh /‘kali:S/ 
Kalmar port, Sweden 
kal-mar /‘kalma:(r)/ 
kalmia shrub 
kal-mi-uh /‘kalmio/ 
Kalmyk Kalmykian ethnic group 
kal-mik /‘kalmrk/ 
Kalmykia autonomous republic, Russia 
kal-mik-i-uh /kal'mikia/ 
kalong flying fox 
kah-long /‘ka:lon/ 
kalpa period of time 
kal-puh /‘kalpe/ 
Kaluga city, Russia 
kuh-loo-guh /ka‘lu:ga/ 
Kalyan city, India 
kul-yahn /kal'‘ja:n/ 
Kama Hindu god 
kah-muh /‘ka:ma/ 
kamahi tree 
kah-mub-hi /‘ka:mahi/ 
Kama Sutra ancient Sanskrit treatise 
kah-muh soo-truh / ka:ma ‘su:tra/ 
Kamba Kenyan ethnic group 
kam-buh /'kambo/ 
Kamchatka peninsula, Russia 
kam-chat-kuh /kam'tfatko/ 
kameez Indian tunic 
kuh-meez /ka'mi:z/ 
Kamensk-Uralsky city, Russia 
kah-muhnsk uu-ral-ski /,ka:mansk 
v'ralski/ 
Kamerlingh Onnes, Heike Dutch 
physicist 
hy-kuh kah-muhr-ling on-uhss /,haika 
.Ka:ma(r)imn ‘pnas/ 
kami divine being in the Shinto religion 
kah-mi /‘ka:mi/ 
kamikaze Japanese suicidal aircraft 
crash 
kam-ik-ah-zi /,kami’ka:zi/ 
Kamilaroi Australian Aboriginal ethnic 
group 
kuh-mil-uh-roy /ke'milerar/ 
Kampala capital of Uganda 
kam-pah-luh /kam'pa:le/ 
kampong Malaysian enclosure or village 
kam-pong /kam'poy/ 
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Kampuchea former name for Cambodia 
kam-puutch-ee-uh /kampu'tSi:a/ 
kana system of Japanese writing 
kah-nuh /‘ka:na/ 
kanaka native of Hawaii 
kuh-nak-uh /ka'‘nako/ 
kanamycin antibiotic 
kan-uh-my-sin /, kana'marsin/ 
Kanarese Indian ethnic group 
kan-uh-reez / kana'ri:z/ 
Kanawa, Kiri Te see Te Kanawa, Kiri 
Kanchenjunga mountain, Himalayas 
kan-chen-jung-guh / kantfen'd3anga/ 
Kandahar city, Afghanistan 
kan-duh-har / kanda‘ha:(r)/ 
Kandinsky, Wassily Russian painter 
vuh-see-li kan-din-ski /va,si:li 
kan'dinski/ 
Kandy city, Sri Lanka 
kan-dee /‘kandi:/ 
Kangar city, Malaysia 
kang-gar /‘kanga:(r)/ 
KaNgwane former Swazi homeland, 
South Africa 
kah-uhng-gwabh-nay /,ka:an'gwa:ner/ 
kanji Japanese writing system 
kan-ji /‘kand3i/ 
Kannada Dravidian language 
kan-uh-duh /‘kaneda/ 
Kano city, Nigeria 
kah-noh /‘ka:nau/ 
Kanpur (also Cawnpore) city, India 
kahn-poor /ka:n'pua(r)/ 
Kansas state, US 
kan-zuhss /‘kanzas/ 
Kant, Immanuel German philosopher 
im-ahn-wel kant /1,ma:nwel ‘kant/ 
Kanto region, Japan 
kan-toh /'kantou/ 
KANU Kenya African National Union 
kah-noo /‘ka:nu:/ 
kanuka tree 
kah-nuuk-uh /‘ka:nuka/ 
Kanuri Nigerian language 
kuh-noor-i /ka'nuari/ 
kanzu East African robe 
kan-zoo /‘kanzu:/ 
Kaohsiung port, Taiwan 
kow-shi-uung /.kavfi'un/ 
Kaonde Zambian ethnic group 
kah-on-day /ka:'pnde1/ 


Kampuchea | karanga 


Kapachira Falls waterfalls, Malawi 
kap-uh-cheer-uh / kapa'tfiara/ 

kapellmeister conductor of an 
orchestra or choir 
kuh-pel-my-stuhr /ka'pel marsta(r)/ 

Kapil Dev Indian cricketer 
kap-il dev /,kapil ‘dev/ 

Kaposi’s sarcoma form of cancer 
kuh-poh-siz sar-koh-muh /ka,pausiz 
sa:(r)'kauma/ 

kappa letter of the Greek alphabet 
kap-uh /‘kapa/ 

Kapral, Vaclav Czech composer 
vaht-slaf kap-rahl /,va:tslaf ‘kapra:l/ 

Kapranos, Alex Scottish singer 
kuh-prah-noss /koe'pra:nps/ 

Kaprun resort, Austria 
kuh-proon /ke'pru:n/ 

kapur tree 
kap-uhr /’kapa(r)/ 

kaput broken and useless 
kuh-puut /ka'put/ 

Karachai-Cherkessia autonomous 
republic, Russia 
karr-uh-chy chair-kess-i-uh /kara,tfar 
tfex(r)'kesia/ 

Karachi city, Pakistan 
kuh-rah-chi /ko'ra:tSi/ 

Karaganda see Qaraghandy 

karahi (also karai) Indian frying pan 
kurr-y /Ka'rat/ 

Karaite Jewish sect 
kair-uh-yt /‘ke:raatt/ 

Karaj city, Iran 
karr-ahj /ka'ra:d3/ 

Karajan, Herbert von Austrian 
conductor 
hair-bairt fon karr-uh-yahn 
/ he:(r)be:(r)t fon 'karaja:n/ 

Karakalpak autonomous republic, 
Russia 
karr-uh-kal-pak / kara‘kalpak/ 

Karakoram mountain system, central 
Asia 
karr-uh-kaw-ruhm / kara‘ko:ram/ 

karakul breed of sheep 
karr-uh-kuul /‘karakul/ 

Kara Kum desert, central Asia 
karr-uh koom / kara ‘ku:m/ 

karanga Maori ritual chant 
karr-ang-uh /‘karana/ 


karaoke | Kauai 


karaoke Japanese form of entertainment 
karr-uh-oh-ki / kara'auki/ 

Kara Sea part of the Arctic Ocean 
kar-uh /'ka:ra/ 

karate oriental system of unarmed 
combat 
kuh-rah-ti /ka'ra:ti/, Japanese [karate] 
© Established anglicization. 

karateka practitioner of karate 
kuh-rah-tik-ah /ke'ra:trka:/ 

Karbala (also Kerbala) city, Iraq 
kar-buh-lah /ka:(r)be'la:/ 

Karelia region, NE Europe 
kuh-ray-li-uh /ke'rerlia/ 

Karen Burmese ethnic group 
kuh-ren /ka'ren/ 

Kariba lake, central Africa 
kuh-ree-buh {ka'ri:ba/ 

Karloff, Boris British-born American 
actor 
kar-lof /'ka:(r)lof/ 

Karlovy Vary town, Czech Republic 
kar-lov-i varr-i /,ka:(r)lovs 'vari/ 

Karlsruhe town, Germany 
karlss-roo-uh /‘ka:(r)ls,ru:a/ 

Karnak village, Egypt 
kar-nak /‘ka:(r)nak/ 

Karnataka state, India 
kuhr-nah-tuh-kuh /ka(r)’na:taka/ 

Karnten see Carinthia 

Karoo plateau, South Africa 
kuh-roo /ka'ru:/ 

karoshi death caused by overwork 
karr-oh-shi /ka'rauSi/ 

Karpov, Anatoli Russian chess player 
an-uh-tol-i kar-puhf /ana,toli 
‘Ka:(r)pof/ 

Kars city and province, Turkey 
karss /ka:(r)s/ 

Karsh, Yousuf Armenian-born 
Canadian photographer 
yuuss-uuf karsh / jusof 'ka:(r)J/ 

Kartvelian South Caucasian 
kart-vee-li-uhn /ka:(r)t'vi:lien/ 

karyotype appearance of the 
chromosomes in a cell nuclei 
karr-i-oh-typ /‘karioutaip/ 

kasbah citadel of a North African city 
kaz-bah /‘kazba:/ 

Kashmir region, border of India and 
Pakistan 
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kash-meer /kaS‘mia(r)/ 
Kashmiri relating to Kashmir 
kash-meer-i /kaf'mieri/ 
kashrut body of Jewish religious laws 
kash-root /kaJ'ru:t/ 
Kasparov, Garry Azerbaijani chess 
player 
kuhsp-ar-uhf /ka'spa:raf/ 
Kassel city, Germany 
kass-uhl /‘kasol/ 
Kasur city, Pakistan 
kuh-soor /ka'sua(r)/ 
kata training exercises in karate 
kah-tah /‘ka:ta:/ 
katakana Japanese writing system 
kat-uh-kah-nuh / kata‘ka:no/ 
katana Japanese samurai sword 
kuh-tah-nuh /ka'ta:na/ 
Katanga region, Democratic Republic of 
Congo 
kuh-tang-guh /ka'tanga/ 
Katangese relating to Katanga 
kat-ang-geez /,katan'gi:z/ 
Kathak Indian dance 
kut-uhk /‘katak/ 
Kathakali Indian dance 
kut-uh-kul-i /kata'kali/ 
katharevousa form of modern Greek 
kath-uh-rev-oo-suh / ka8a'revu:sa/ 
katharometer instrument for detecting 
a gas 
kath-uh-rom-it-uhr /ka6a'romita(r)/ 
Kathiawar peninsula, India 
kat-i-uh-war / katia'wa:(r)/ 
Kathmandu (also Katmandu) capital of 
Nepal 
kat-man-doo / katman'du:/ 
katipo venomous spider 
kat-ip-oh /‘katipau/ 
Katowice city, Poland 
kat-ov-eet-suh / katn'vi:tsa/ 
Katsav, Moshe Israeli statesman 
mosh-ay kat-sav /mp,fe1 kat'sav/ 
katsuobushi Japanese dried fish 
kat-swoh-buush-i / katsweu'boJi/ 
Kattegat strait between Sweden and 
Denmark 
kat-uh-gat /‘katagat/ 
katydid insect 
kay-tid-id /‘kertidid/ 
Kauai island, Hawaii 
kow-ah-i /kavu'a:i/ 
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Kauffmann, Angelica Swiss painter 
an-jel-ik-uh kowf-man /an,d3elika 
‘kaufman/ 

Kaufman, Charlie American 
screenwriter 
kowf-muhn /‘kaufman/ 

This English surname is variously 
pronounced kowf-muhn and kawf-muhn, 
depending on individual preference. 


kaumatua Maori elder 
kow-mah-tuu-uh /kau'ma:tua/ 

Kaunas city, Lithuania 
kow-nuhss /‘kaunas/ 

Kaunda, Kenneth Zambian statesman 
kah-uun-duh /ka;'unda/ 

kauri forest tree 
kow-ri /‘kaori/ 

kava Polynesian narcotic sedative drink 
kah-vuh /‘ka:va/ 

Kavalla port, Greece 
kuh-val-uh /ka'vala/ 

Kawabata, Yasunari Japanese novelist 
yass-uun-ar-i kah-wuh-bah-tuh 
/jasu,na:ri ka:wa'ba:ta/ 

Kawasaki city, Japan 
kah-wuh-sah-ki /,ka:wa'sa:ki/ 

kayak canoe 
ky-ak /‘karak/ 

kayakeet shrub 
ky-uh-keet /‘karaki:t/ 

Kayseri city, Turkey 
ky-suh-ri /'katsari/ 

kazachoc Slavic dance 
kaz-uh-chok /,kaza'tfok/ 

Kazakh relating to Kazakhstan 
kuh-zak /ka'zak/ 


Commonly also kaz-ak. 


Kazakhstan country 
kaz-ak-stahn / kazak'sta:n/ 
Kazan port, Russia 
kuh-zahn /ke'za:n/ 
Kazan, Elia Turkish-born American 
film director 
ee-li-uh kuh-zahn /,i:lia ka'za:n/ 
kazoo musical instrument 
kuh-zoo /ka'zu:/ 
kea parrot 
kee-uh /‘ki:a/ 
kebab pieces of meat roasted on a skewer 
kuh-bab /ka'bab/ 


Kauffmann, Angelica | Kennedy, Helena 


Keble, John English churchman 
kee-buhl /‘ki:bal/ 

Kebnekaise mountain, Sweden 
keb-nuh-ky-suh /kebne'katsa/ 

Kedah state, Malaysia 
ked-uh /‘keda/ 

kedgeree fish dish 
kej-uh-ree /‘ked3eari:/ 

keema minced meat 
kee-muh /‘kizma/ 

Keemun Chinese tea 
kee-moon /‘ki:mu:n/ 

keeshond breed of dog 
kayss-hond /‘ketshond/ 

Kefallinia see Cephalonia 

keffiyeh (also kaffiyeh) Arab headdress 
kuh-fee-yuh /ka'fi:ja/ 

Keflavik port, Iceland 
kef-luh-veek /‘keflavi:k/ 

keftedes Greek meatballs 
kef-teth-eez /kef'tedi:z/ 

Kehlstein Hitler's mountain retreat in 
the Alps 
kayl-shtyn /‘kerlStamn/ 

Keighley town, England 
keeth-li /*ki:6li/ 

keiretsu business conglomeration 
kay-ret-soo /ker'retsu:/ 

Kelantan state, Malaysia 
kuh-lan-tuhn /ke'lantan/ 

Kellogg, Will Keith American food 
manufacturer 
kel-og /‘kelvg/ 

keloid irregular tissue formed at a scar 
kee-loyd /‘ki:lord/ 

kelpie water spirit of Scottish folklore 
kel-pi /‘kelpi/ 

Kemerovo city, Russia 
kyem-uh-ruh-vuh /'kjemarava/ 

Kendal town, England 
ken-duhl /‘kendal/ 

kendo Japanese form of fencing 
ken-doh /‘kendau/ 

Keneally, Thomas Australian novelist 
kuh-nee-li /ka’ni:li/ 

Kennebec river, US 
ken-uh-bek /‘kenabek/ 

Kennebunkport town, US 
ken-uh-bunk-port /kena'bankpa:(r)t/ 

Kennedy, Helena Scottish barrister 
huh-lay-nuh /ha‘lema/ 


keno | Khalsa 


keno game similar to bingo 
kee-noh /‘ki:nau/ 
kenosis renunciation of the divine nature 
kuh-noh-siss /ko'nausis/ 
kente Ghanaian cloth 
ken-tuh /'Kenta/ 
Kentucky state, US 
ken-tuk-i /ken'taki/ 
Kenya country 
ken-yuh /‘kenja/ 
This has been the BBC Pronunciation Unit 


recommendation since 1965. The 
pronunciation keen-yuh is now dated. 


Kenyatta, Jomo Kenyan statesman 
joh-moh ken-yat-uh / dzaumeu 
ken'jata/ 

kepi French military cap 
kep-i /‘kepi/ 

Kepler, Johannes German astronomer 
yoh-han-uhss kep-luhr /jau,hanes 
‘kepla(r)/ 

Kerala state, India 
kerr-uh-luh /‘kerala/ 

keratectomy surgical removal of a 
section of the cornea 
kerr-uh-tek-tuh-mi / kera'tektami/ 

keratin protein 
kerr-uh-tin /‘keratin/ 

keratinize change into a form 
containing keratin 
kerr-uh-tin-yz /‘keratinaiz/ 


Sometimes also kuh-rat-in-yz. 


keratinous containing keratin 
kuh-rat-in-uhss /ka'ratinas/ 
keratitis inflammation of the cornea 
kerr-uh-ty-tiss /kera'tartis/ 
keratomileusis surgical reshaping of 
the cornea 
kerr-uh-toh-my-loo-siss 
/ keratoumar'lu:sis/ 
keratoplasty surgery on the cornea 
kerr-uh-toh-plast-i /‘kerateu plasti/ 
keratosis growth on the skin 
kerr-uh-toh-siss / kera'teusis/ 
Kerbala see Karbala 
Kerch city, Ukraine 
kairtch /ke«r)tS/ 
Keres Pueblo Indian ethnic group 
kerr-ess /‘keres/ 
Kerguelen Islands group of islands, 
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Indian Ocean 
kur-guh-lin /‘ka:(r)galin/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Kérkira see Corfu 
Kerkrade town, Netherlands 
kairk-rah-duh /‘ke:(r)kra:da/ 
Kermadec Islands group of islands, 
South Pacific 
kur-mad-ek /ka:(r)'madek/ 
kermes red dye 
kur-miz /’ka:(r)miz/ 
kerosene fuel oil 
kerr-uh-seen /’kerasi:n/ 
Kerouac, Jack American novelist 
kerr-oo-ak /'keruak/ 
Kerr, Deborah Scottish actress 
deb-uh-ruh kar / debarea ‘ka:(r)/ 
This British surname is variously 


pronounced kur, kar, and kair, depending 
on individual preference. 


Kertész, Imre Hungarian author 
im-ruh kair-tayss /,1mra ‘ke:(r)te1s/ 

Kesey, Ken American novelist 
kee-zi /‘ki:zi/ 

Keswick town, England 
kez-ik /‘keztk/ 

ketamine anaesthetic drug 
ket-uh-meen /‘ketami:n/ 

kewpie doll 
kyoo-pi /'kju:pi/ 

Keynes, John Maynard English 
economist 
kaynz /keinz/ 

Khabarovsk region, Russia 
khuh-bar-uhfsk /xe’ba:rafsk/ 

Khakassia autonomous republic, Russia 
khuh-kass-i-uh /xa'kasia/ 

khaki cotton fabric of a brownish-yellow 
colour 
kah-ki /‘ka:ki/ 
AM is kak-i. 


Khalistan proposed independent Sikh 
state 
kah-li-stahn /‘ka:lista:n/ 

Khalkha Mongolian ethnic group 
kahl-kuh /‘ka:Iko/ 

Khalkis see Chalcis 

Khalsa body or company of fully 
initiated Sikhs 
kul-suh /‘kalsa/ 
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Khama, Seretse Botswanan statesman 
suh-ret-si kah-muh /sa,retsi ‘ka:ma/ 

Khamene’i, Ayatollah Ali Iranian 
supreme leader 
y-uh-tol-uh al-ee khah-muh-nuh-ee 
/ate,tola ali: xazmane'i:/ 

khamsin hot Egyptian wind 
kam-sin /‘kamsm/ 

Khan, Chaka American singer 
chak-uh kahn /,tfaka ‘ka:n/ 

Khan, Imran Pakistani cricketer 
im-rahn kahn /mra:n ‘ka:n/, Urdu 
{xa:n] 

* Established anglicization. 

khan Muslim title 
kahn /ka:n/ 

Khania see Chania 

Khao Lak resort, Thailand 
kow lak /,kau ‘lak/ 

Kharg island, Persian Gulf 
kharg /xa:(r)g/ 

Kharkiv city, Ukraine 
khar-kif /‘xa:(r)kif/ 

Khartoum capital of Sudan 
kar-toom /ka:(r)'tu:m/, Arabic 
(xar'tu:m] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

khat see gat 

khayal traditional Indian song 
kuh-yahl /ka'ja:]/ 

Khayelitsha township, South Africa 
ky-yuh-leet-shuh / karja'li:tfa/ 

Khayyam, Omar see Rubaiyat 

Khazar Turkic ethnic group 
kuh-zar /ka'za:(r)/ 

Khedive title of the viceroy of Egypt 
kuh-deev /ka'di:v/ 

Kherson port, Ukraine 
khuhr-son /xa(r)'spn/ 

khichri Indian dish 
kitch-ree /‘kitfri:/ 

Khios see Chios 

khir Indian dish 
keer /‘kra(r)/ 

Khmer ancient kingdom, Asia 
kmair /kme:(r)/ 

Khmer Rouge Cambodian guerrilla 
organization 
kmair roozh /,kme:(r) 'ru:3/ 

Khoikhoi South African ethnic group 
koy-koy /'korko1/ 


Khama, Seretse | Kielce 


Khoisan South African ethnic group 
koy-sahn /‘kotsa:n/ 

kho-kho Indian game 
koh koh /‘kau kau/ 

Khomeini, Ruhollah Iranian Shiite 
Muslim leader 
roo-huul-ah khom-ay-nee /ru:ho,la: 
xpmer'ni:/ 

Khonsu Egyptian god 
kon-soo /‘konsu:/ 

Khorramshahr port, Iran 
khuu-ruhm-shar /,xuram'fa:(r)/ 

Khrushchev, Nikita Soviet statesman 
nik-ee-tuh kruush-chof /niki:te 
‘krujtJof/, Russian [xruJ'tSof] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Khufu Egyptian pharaoh 
khoo-foo /‘xu:fu:/ 

Khulna city, Bangladesh 
kuul-nuh /‘kulna/ 

Khunjerab Pass pass through the 
Himalayas 
kun-yuh-rahb /‘kanjera:b/ 

Khyber Pass mountain pass in the 
Hindu Kush 
ky-buhr /‘karba(r)/ 

ki see qi 

kia ora Maori greeting 
kee-uh aw-ruh / kisa 'o:ra/ 

kibbutz pl. kibbutzim communal 
settlement in Israel 
kib-uuts, pl. kib-uuts-eem /krbuts/, pl. 
/Krbu'tsi:m/ 

kibbutznik member of a kibbutz 
kib-uuts-nik /ki'butsnik/ 

kibitz look on and offer unwelcome 
advice 
kib-its /‘krbits/ 

Kickapoo American Indian ethnic group 
kik-uh-poo /‘kikapu:/ 

Kidderminster town, England 
kid-uhr-min-stuhr /‘kida(r),mmsta(r)/ 

kiddush Jewish ceremony 
kid-uush /‘kiduS/ 

Kiel port, Germany 
keel /ki:l/ 

kielbasa Polish sausage 
keel-bass-uh /ki:l'basa/ 

Kielce city, Poland 
kyelt-suh /‘kjeltso/ 


Kierkegaard, Seren | kippa 


Kierkegaard, Seren Danish 
philosopher 
soer-uhn keer-kuh-gor /,sce:ran 
‘kra(r)kaga:(r)/ 

Kieslowski, Krzysztof Polish film 
director 
kshish-tof kyesh-lof-ski /kfiftof 
kjeJ‘lofski/ 

Kiev capital of Ukraine 
kee-ef /‘ki:ef/ 


Established anglicization. The Ukrainian 
name is Kyiv, pronounced ki-yif [‘kijif]. 


Kigali capital of Rwanda 
kig-ah-li /kr'ga:li/ 

Kikladhes see Cyclades 

Kikongo Bantu language 
kik-ong-goh /kr'kpygau/ 

Kikuyu Kenyan ethnic group 
kik-o0-yoo /kr'ku:ju:/ 

Kilauea volcano, Hawaii 
kee-low-ay-uh / ki:lav'eta/ 

Kildare county, Republic of Ireland 
kil-dair /kil'de:(r)/ 

kilderkin cask for liquids 
kil-duhr-kin /‘kiida(r)kin/ 

kilim Turkish carpet 
kil-eem /kr'li:m/ 

Kilimanjaro, Mount mountain, 
Tanzania 
kil-im-uhn-jar-oh /,kilrman'd3a:rau/ 

Kilkenny county, Republic of Ireland 
kil-ken-i /k1l'keni/ 

Killarney town, Republic of Ireland 
kil-ar-ni /kr'la:(r)ni/ 

Kilmarnock town, Scotland 
kil-mar-nuhk /k1l'ma:(r)nok/ 

kilometre unit of measurement 
kil-uh-mee-tuhr /‘kila,mi:ta(r)/ 


This is the traditional pronunciation, but 
kil-om-uh-tuhr is equally, if not more, 
common, and equally acceptable. AM is 
usually kil-om-uh-tuhr. 


kimchi Korean dish 
kim-chi /‘kimtfi/ 
Kim Il-sung Korean statesman 
kim il sung /,kim 11 'san/ 
kimono Japanese robe 
kim-oh-noh /kr'maunau/ 
kina currency unit, Papua New Guinea 
kee-nuh /‘ki:na/ 
Kinabalu, Mount mountain, Malaysia 
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kin-uh-bah-loo /kme‘ba:lu:/ 
kinaesthesia sense of muscular effort 
kin-uhss-thee-zi-uh /kinas'@i:zia/ 
Kincardineshire former county, 
Scotland 
kin-kar-din-shuhr /km‘ka:(r)dinfa(r)/ 
kine cows collectively 
kyn /Kain/ 
kinematies branch of mechanics 
kin-uh-mat-iks /,kme'matiks/ 
kinesics study of gestures as non-verbal 
communication 
kin-ee-siks /kr'ni:siks/ 
kinesis movement 
kin-ee-siss /kr'ni:sis/ 
kinetic relating to motion 
kin-et-ik /kr'netik/ 
kinetoscope early motion-picture device 
kin-ee-toh-skohp /kr'ni:tauskeup/ 
kinin substance formed in body tissue in 
response to injury 
ky-nin /‘kainin/ 
kinkajou racoon-like animal 
kink-uh-joo /‘kmka,d3u:/ 
Kinki region, Japan 
keen-kee /‘ki:nki:/ 
Kinnear, Greg American actor 
kin-eer /ki‘nta(r)/ 
This surname is variously pronounced 
kin-eer and kin-air, depending on 
individual preference. 


Kinneret, Lake another name for the 
Sea of Galilee 
kin-uh-ret /‘kinaret/ 

kinnikinnick substitute for tobacco 
kin-ik-in-ik /kintkr'nik/ 

kino gum 
kee-noh /‘ki:nav/ 

Kinross-shire former county, Scotland 
kin-ross shuhr /kin'ros fa(r)/ 

Kinsey, Alfred Charles American 
zoologist and sex researcher 
kin-zi /‘kinzi/ 

Kinshasa capital of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo 
kin-shah-suh /kin'Ja:sa/ 

Kinski, Nastassja German-born actress 
nast-ass-yuh kin-ski /nas,tasja ‘kinski/ 

Kintyre peninsula, Scotland 
kin-ty-uhr /kin'tara(r)/ 

kippa Jewish skullcap 
kip-ah /kr'pa:/ 
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Kipling, Rudyard Indian-born British 
writer 
rud-yuhrd kip-ling /,radja(r)d ‘kiplin/ 

Kir trademark alcoholic drink 
keer /kra(r)/ 

Kirchhoff, Gustav Robert German 
physicist 
guust-ahf roh-bairt keerkh-hof 
/,gosta:f raube:(r)t 'kia(r)chof/ 

Kirchner, Ernst Ludwig German 
painter 
airnst loot-vikh keerkh-nuhr /,¢:(r)nst 
Juctvig 'kra(r)y¢na(r)/ 

Kirchner, Nestor Argentine president 
nest-or keertch-nuhr / nesto:(r) 
'kra(r)tsna(r)/ 

Kiribati country 
kirr-ib-ass / kirt'bas/ 


A pronunciation closer to the spelling, 
kirr-ib-ah-ti, is also common. 


kirk church 
kurk /ka:(r)k/ 
Kirkealdy town, Scotland 
kur-kod-i /ka:(r)'kodi/ 
Kirkcudbright town, Scotland 
kur-koob-ri /ka:(r)'ku:bri/ 
kirkman clergyman 
kurk-muhn /‘ka:(r)kmen/ 
Kirkuk city, Iraq 
keer-kuuk /kra(r)’kuk/ 
Kirkwall port, Scotland 
kurk-wawl /'ka:(r)kwo:l/ 
Kirman carpet 
keer-mahn /k1a(r)'ma:n/ 
kirpan sword worn by Sikhs 
kur-pahn /ka:(r)'pa:n/ 
kirsch cherry brandy 
keersh /kra(r)§/ 
kirtan Hindu devotional song 
keer-tun /‘kra(r)tan/ 
Kiruna town, Sweden 
kirr-uun-ub /‘kirona/ 
Kirundi language of Burundi 
kirr-uun-di /kr'rondi/ 
Kisangani city, Democratic Republic 
of Congo 
kiss-ang-gah-ni / kisan'ga:ni/ 
kishke beef intestine 
kish-kuh /‘kiJka/ 
Kislev Jewish month 
kiss-lef /*kislef/ 


Kipling, Rudyard | Klee, Paul 


kismet destiny 
kiz-met /‘kizmet/ 

kissel Russian dessert 
kiss-uhl /‘kisal/ 

Kissinger, Henry German-born 
American statesman 
kiss-in-juhr /‘kismd3a(r)/ 

Kiswahili another term for Swahili 
kee-swuh-hee-li / ki:swa'hi:li/ 

kitab the Koran 
kit-ahb /kr'ta:b/ 

Kitakyushu port, Japan 
kee-tuh-kyoo-shoo /,ki:ta‘kju:Su:/ 

Kitchener, Herbert British soldier and 
statesman 
kitch-uh-nuhr /‘kitfana(r)/ 

kitenge East African cotton fabric 
kit-eng-gi /k1'tengi/ 

kith one's relations 
kith /kx6/ 

kittiwake gull 
kit-i-wayk /‘kitiwerk/ 

Kitwe city, Zambia 
kit-way /‘kitwet/ 

Kitzbiihel town, Austria 
kits-bue-uhl /‘kitsby:el/ 

kiva underground chamber 
kee-vuh /‘ki:va/ 

Kivu, Lake lake, central Africa 
kee-voo /‘ki:vu:/ 

Kiwanis Club North American society 
of business and professional people 
ki-wah-niss /ki'wa:nts/ 

Klagenfurt city, Austria 
klah-guhn-foort /‘kla:gan,fua(r)t/ 

Klaipeda port, Lithuania 
kly-puh-duh /‘klatpada/ 

Klamath American Indian ethnic group 
klam-uhth /’klamaé@/ 

Kjaproth, Martin Heinrich German 
chemist 
mar-teen hyn-rikh klap-roht 
/,ma:(r)tizn |hamri¢ ‘klapravt/ 

klaxon trademark electric horn 
kiak-suhn /‘klaksan/ 

Klebsiella bacterium 
kleb-zi-el-uh / klebzi'ela/ 

Klee, Paul Swiss painter 
pow! klay /,paul 'kle1/ 


Klein, Calvin | Koehler, Horst 


Klein, Calvin American fashion 
designer 
klyn /klatn/ 

Klein, Melanie Austrian-born 
psychoanalyst 
klyn /klatn/ 

Klemperer, Otto German-born 
conductor and composer 
ot-oh klem-puh-ruhr / tau 
‘klempara(r)/ 

klepht Greek independence fighter 
kleft /kleft/ 

kleptomania recurrent urge to steal 
klep-tuh-may-ni-uh /,klepte'memio/ 

Klerksdorp city, South Africa 
klarks-dorp /‘kla:(r)ksdo:(r)p/ 

kletterschuh climbing boot 
klet-uhr-shoo /‘kleta(r)Su:/ 

Klezmer traditional Jewish music 
klez-muhr /‘klezma(r)/ 

klieg light powerful electric lamp 
kleeg /kli:g/ 

Klimt, Gustav Austrian painter 
guust-ahf klimt /,gusta:f 'klimt/ 

Klinefelter’s syndrome genetic 
condition 
klyn-felt-uhrz /'klam felta(r)z/ 

Klingon alien in Star Trek 
kling-on /‘klinon/ 

klipspringer antelope 
klip-spring-uhr /‘kiip,sprina(r)/ 

Klondike tributary of the Yukon River, 
Canada 
klon-dyk /‘klondark/ 

Klosters resort, Switzerland 
kloh-stuhrz /‘kleusta(r)z/, German 
/‘klo:stes/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Kluxer member of the Ku Klux Klan 
kluk-suhr /‘klaksa(r)/ 

knackwurst German sausage 
nak-vurst /‘nakva:(r)st/, [‘knakvurst] 

knaidel pl. knaidlach Jewish dumpling 
knay-duhl, pl. knayd-lakh /‘knerdal/, 
pl. /‘kneidlax/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
knawel weed 
naw-uhl /'no:al/ 

knell sound of a bell 
nel /nel/ 

Knesset Israeli parliament 
kness-et /‘kneset/ 
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Knightley, Keira English actress 
keer-uh /‘kiara/ 
kniphofia plant 
nip-hoh-fi-uh /nip‘hevfia/ 
knish dumpling 
knish /kni$/ 
Knole kind of sofa 
nohl /naul/ 
knoll smal! hill or mound 
nohl /naul/ 
Knorr food company 
nor /no:(r)/ 
Knossos city, Crete 
knoss-oss /‘knosps/ 
knout whip 
nowt /naut/ 
Knox, John Scottish Protestant 
reformer 
noks /nvks/ 
Knoxville port, US 
noks-vil /‘noksvil/ 
knur wooden or porcelain bail 
nur /na:{r)/ 
Knut see Canute 
koa tree 
koh-uh /‘keua/ 
koala Australian marsupial 
koh-ah-luh /kav‘a:la/ 
koan paradoxical anecdote 
koh-ahn /‘kava:n/ 
Kobe port, Japan 
koh-bi /‘kaubi/, [koobe] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Kgbenhavn see Copenhagen 
kobo currency unit, Nigeria 
koh-boh /‘kaubau/ 
kobold spirit in German folklore 
koh-buhld /‘kaubald/ 
Koch, Robert German bacteriologist 
roh-bairt kokh / raube:(r)t 'kox/ 
KGchel number given to each of Mozart's 
compositions 
koe-khuhl /‘keecel/ 
Kodaly, Zoltan Hungarian composer 
zol-tahn koh-dy /,zplta:n ‘kaudar/ 
Kodiak island, Alaska 
koh-di-ak /‘kaudiak/ 
koel cuckoo 
koh-uh! /‘kovel/ 
Koehler, Horst see Kéhler, Horst 
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Koestler, Arthur Hungarian-born 
British novelist 
koest-luhr /‘keestla(r)/ 
kofta rissole 
kof-tuh /‘knfta/ 
Kohima city, India 
koh-hee-muh /kau'hi:ma/ 
Koh-i-noor Indian diamond 
koh i noor /kau i 'nua(r)/ 
Kohl, Helmut German statesman 
hel-moot kohl / helmu:t 'kaul/ 
KGhler, Horst (also Koehler) German 
president 
horst koe-luhr /,ho:(r)st 'ko:la(r)/ 
kohlrabi cabbage 
kohl-rah-bi /kaol'ra:bi/ 
Koh Samui island, Thailand 
koh sam-oo-i /,kau sa'mu:i/ 
koi carp 
koy /ko1/ 
koine Greek language 
koy-nee /‘komi:/ 
koinonia Christian fellowship 
koy-noh-ni-uh /kor'naunie/ 
Koizumi, Junichiro Japanese prime 
minister 
joo-nee-chirr-oh koy-z00-mi 
/d3u: ni:tfirau ‘koizu:mi/ 
Koje island, Korea 
koh-jay /’kaud3et/ 
kokanee salmon 
koh-kan-i /‘kavkani/ 
Kola Peninsula peninsula, Russia 
koh-luh /‘kaule/ 
Kolhapur city, India 
kohl-hah-poor / kavlha:’pua(r)/ 
Kolkata city, India; formerly known as 
Calcutta 
kol-kut-uh /kol'kate/, Bengali 
[kolkata] 
® Established anglicization. 
kolkhoz collective farm in the former 
USSR 
kol-koz /kol'knz/, [Kal'xos] 
K6ln see Cologne 
Kol Nidre Aramaic prayer 
kol need-ray / kvl ‘ni:drez/ 
kolo Slavic dance 
koh-loh /‘kaulou/ 
Kolyma river, Siberia 
kol-im-ah /koli'ma:/ 


Koestler, Arthur | kora 


komatik sledge drawn by dogs 
kom-uh-tik /‘komattk/ 
kombu Japanese seaweed 
kom-boo /‘kombu:/ 
Komi autonomous republic, Russia 
koh-mi /‘kaumi/ 
Komodo island, Indonesia 
kuh-moh-doh /ka'maudau/ 
Komondor breed of sheepdog 
kom-uhn-dor /‘koman,da:(r)/ 
Komsomol Soviet organization for 
communist youth 
kom-suh-mol /kpmsa'mol/ 
Komsomolsk city, Russia 
kom-suh-molsk /,komsa'mplsk/ 
koneke farm or logging wagon 
kon-ek-i /‘koneki/ 
konfyt fruit preserve 
kon-fayt /kon'fert/ 
Kongo African ethnic group 
kong-goh /‘kongau/ 
kongoni kind of hartebeest 
kong-goh-ni /kon'gauni/ 
K6nigsberg former name for 
Kaliningrad 
koe-nikhss-bairk /"ka:nicsbe:(r)k/ 
Konigsberg, Alan Stewart real name 
of Woody Allen 
koh-nigz-burg /‘kounigzba:(r)g/ 
Konkani Indian language 
konk-uh-ni /‘koykani/ 
Konstanz see Constance 
Kon-Tiki Thor Heyerdahl’s raft; also 
Inca god 
kon-tee-ki /kon'ti:ki/ 
Konya city, Turkey 
kon-yuh /‘konjo/ 
kookaburra Australasian kingfisher 
kuuk-uh-burr-ruh /'kuka,bara/ 
Kooning, Willem de see de Kooning, 
Willem 
Koopman, Ton Dutch conductor 
ton kohp-muhn /,ton ‘kaupman/ 
Koori Australian Aboriginal 
koor-i /‘kuari/ 
kopek currency unit, Russia 
koh-pek /‘kaupek/ 
Kopernik, Mikolaj see Copernicus, 
Nicolaus 
kora West African musical instrument 
kaw-ruh /‘ko:re/ 


koradji | Kra, Isthmus of 


koradji Aboriginal who has skills in 
traditional medicine 
korr-uh-ji /‘korad3i/ 

Koran (also Quran or Qur'an) Islamic 
sacred book 
korr-ahn /ko'ra:n/, Arabic [qur'?a:n] 
¢ Established anglicization; see ARABIC 
panel. 

Korbut, Olga Soviet gymnast 
ol-guh kor-buut /,plga 'ko:(r)bot/ 

Korchnoi, Viktor Russian chess player 
veek-tuhr kortch-noy /,vi:kta(r) 
ka:(r)tf'nar/ 

Korda, Alexander Hungarian-born 
British film director 
kor-duh /‘ko:(r)da/ 

Kordofan region, Sudan 
kor-doh-fahn /,ko:(r)dau'fa:n/ 

Kore Greek mythological character 
kaw-ray /’ko:re1/ 

Korea region, Asia 
kuh-ree-uh /ka'ri:a/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

korfball ball game 
korf-baw! /'ko:(r)fbo:1/ 

K6rinthos see Corinth 

korma Indian curry dish 
kor-muh /‘ko:(r)ma/ 

Korsakoff’s syndrome mental illness 
kor-suh-kofs /‘ko:(r)sakpfs/ 

Kortrijk city, Belgium 
kort-ryk /‘ka:(r)tratk/ 
© See DUTCH panel. 

koru motif in Maori carving 
korr-oo /‘koru:/ 

koruna currency unit, Czech Republic 
and Slovakia 
korr-uun-uh /‘koruna/ 

Korup national park, Cameroon 
korr-oop /ko'ru:p/ 

Koryak Russian ethnic group 
kuhr-yahk /ka(r)'ja:k/ 

Kos (also Cos) island, Greece 
koss /kps/ 

Kosciusko, Mount mountain, Australia 
koz-i-usk-oh /,kozr'askau/ 

kosher satisfying the requirements of 
Jewish law 
koh-shuhr /‘kaufa(r)/ 

KoSice city, Slovakia 
kosh-it-suh /‘kpfitsa/ 

Kosovo autonomous province, Serbia 
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koss-uh-voh /‘kpsavau/ 

Kossuth, Lajos Hungarian statesman 
and patriot 
loy-osh kosh-oot / loins 'kpfu:t/ 

Kostroma city, Russia 
kost-ruh-mah / kpstra'ma:/ 

KoStunica, Vojislav Serbian prime 
minister 
voy-iss-laf kosh-too-nit-suh /,vouslaf 
kof'tu:nitsa/ 

Kosygin, Aleksei Soviet statesman 
al-uhk-say kuh-see-gin /alok,ser 
ka'si:gin/ 

Kota city, India 
koh-tuh /‘kauta/ 

Kota Baharu city, Malaysia 
koh-tuh buh-har-oo / kauta ba'ha:ru:/ 

Kota Kinabalu port, Malaysia 
koh-tuh kin-uh-bah-loo / kavta 
kina'ba:lu:/ 

Kotka port, Finland 
kot-kuh /‘kotka/ 

koto Japanese musical instrument 
koh-toh /‘kautau/ 

Kotzebue, August von German 
dramatist 
ow-guust fon kot-suh-boo /,august 
fon 'kptsabu:/ 

koumiss fermented liquor 
koo-miss /‘ku:mis/ 

kouprey breed of ox 
koo-pray /‘ku:pret/ 

Kournikova, Anna Russian tennis 
player 
kor-nik-oh-vuh /ko:(r)ni'kauva/, 
Ckurntkeva} 

* Established anglicization. 

kouros pl. kouroi ancient Greek statue of 
a young man 
koo-ross, pl. koo-roy /‘ku:rps/, pl. 
/-rou/ 

Kourou town, French Guiana 
kuu-roo /ko'ru:/ 

kowari marsupial 
kuh-war-i /ka'wa:ri/ 

Kowloon peninsula, China 
kow-loon /,kau'lu:n/ 

kowtow act in a subservient manner 
kow-tow /kau'tau/ 

Kra, Isthmus of part of the Malay 
Peninsula 
krah /kra:/ 
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kraal traditional African village of huts 
krahl /kra:]/ 

Krafft-Ebing, Richard von German 
physician and psychologist 
rikh-art fon kraft ay-bing /,rica:(r)t 
fon kraft ‘erbin/ 

Kragujevac city, Serbia 
krag-uu-yuh-vats /‘kraguje,vats/ 

krai administrative territory of Russia 
kry /krat/ 

krait venomous Asian snake 
kryt /kratt/ 

Krajiéek, Richard Dutch tennis player 
kry-chek /‘kraitfek/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Krakatoa volcanic island, Indonesia 
/ krake'tava/ 

kraken mythical sea monster 
krah-kuhn /'kra:kan/ 

Krakow see Cracow 

Krall, Diana Canadian singer 
krawl /kro:1/ 

Krapina town, Croatia 
krah-pin-uh /‘kra:pma/ 

Krasnodar region, northern Caucasus 
krass-nuh-dar /krasno'da:(r)/ 

Krasnoyarsk region, Russia 
krass-nuh-yarsk /,krasna'ja:(r)sk/ 

Kraszewski, J6zef Ignacy Polish 
writer 
yoo-zef ig-nat-si krash-ef-ski / ju:zef 
1g,natsi kra'fefski/ 

Krause, Peter American actor 
krow-zuh /‘krauza/ 

Krauss, Alison American singer 
krowss /kraus/ 

Kraut derogatory term for a German 
krowt /kravt/ 

Krav Maga Israeli form of self-defence 
and physical training 
krahv mah-guh / kra:v 'ma:ga/ 

Krefeld town, Germany 
kray-felt /‘kreifelt/ 

Kreisler, Fritz Austrian-born American 
violinist and composer 
frits kryss-luhr /frits *kraisla(r)/ 

Kremenchuk city, Ukraine 
krem-uhn-chook / kreman'tfu:k/ 

kremlin citadel within a Russian town 
krem-lin /‘kremlin/ 


kraal | Kuala Lumpur 


kreplach noodles filled with meat or 
cheese 
krep-lahkh /‘krepla:x/ 

Kriemhild Burgundian princess 
kreem-hilt /kri:mhilt/ 

Krio creole language of Sierra Leone 
kree-oh /‘kri:au/ 

kris Malay or Indonesian dagger 
kreess /kri:s/ 

Krishna Hindu god 
krish-nuh /‘krifna/ 

Kristallnacht violence by Nazis against 
Jews on the night of 9-10 November 
1938 
krist-al-nakht /kris'talnaxt/ 

Kristiansand port, Norway 
krist-yan-san /kristjan'san/ 

Kriti see Crete 

kromesky Polish dish 
kruh-mesk-i /kra'meski/ 

krona currency unit, Sweden 
kroh-nuh /‘krauna/, ['kru:na] 
Established anglicization. 

krone currency unit, Denmark and 
Norway 
kroh-nuh /‘krauna/, Danish ['kro:ne], 
Norwegian ['kru:na] 
Established anglicization. 

Kronos see Cronus 

Kropotkin, Prince Russian anarchist 
kruh-pot-kin /kra'potkin/ 

Kroto, Harry English chemist 
kroh-toh /‘krautau/ 

Kru West African ethnic group 
kroo /kru:/ 

krummhorn medieval wind instrument 
kruum-horn /‘kromho:(r)n/ 

Krupp, Alfred German arms 
manufacturer 
al-frayt kruup /,alfreit ‘krup/ 

Krym see Crimea 

krypton chemical element 
krip-ton /‘kripton/ 

Kryvy Rih city, Ukraine 
kriv-ee reekh /kr1,vi: 'ri:x/ 

Kshatriya Hindu caste 
kshat-ri-uh /‘kfatria/ 

Kuala Lumpur capital of Malaysia 
kwah-luh luump-oor /,kwa:la 
‘lompua(r)/ 


Kuala Trengganu | Kurile Islands 


Kuala Trengganu city, Malaysia 
kwah-luh truhng-gan-oo /,kwa:la 
tran’ganu:/ 

Kuantan city, Malaysia 
kwahn-tahn /kwa:n'ta:n/ 

Kuan Yin Buddhist goddess 
kwahn yin /,kwa:n ‘jm/ 

Kublai Khan Mongo! emperor 
koob-ly kahn /ku:blai'ka:n/ 

Kubrick, Stanley American film 
director 
kyoo-brik /‘kju:brik/ 

kuchen German cake 
koo-khuhn /‘ku:xan/ 

Kuching port, Malaysia 
koo-ching /‘ku:tSin/ 

kudos praise and honour received for an 
achievement 
kyoo-doss /'kju:dps/ 

kudu African antelope 
koo-doo /‘ku:du:/ 

Kufic early form of the Arabic alphabet 
kyoo-fik /*kju:fik/ 

kugel Jewish savoury pudding 
koo-guhl /‘ku:gal/ 

Kuiper belt region of the solar system 
ky-puhr /‘karpa(r)/ 

Ku Klux Klan American extremist 
right-wing secret society 
koo kluks klan /,ku: klaks ‘klan/ 

kukri curved knife 
kuuk-ri /‘kokri/ 

kulak Russian peasant 
koo-lak /‘ku:lak/ 

kulcha Indian bread 
kuul-chuh /‘kultSo/ 

kulfi Indian ice cream 
kuul-fi /kolfi/ 

kultarr marsupial mouse 
kuul-tar /‘kulta:(r)/ 

Kultur German civilization and culture 
kuul-toor /kul'tua(r)/ 

Kum see Qom 

Kumamoto city, Japan 
koo-muh-moh-toh /, ku:ma'mautao/ 

kumara sweet potato 
koom-uh-ruh /‘ku:mera/ 

Kumasi city, Ghana 
koo-mass-i /ku:'masi/ 

Kumbh Mela Hindu festival 
kuumb may-luh /,kumb ‘merla/ 
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Kumina Jamaican religious ceremony 
kum-ee-nuh /‘kami:no/ 

kumite freestyle fighting 
koo-mit-ay /‘ku:mitet/ 

kumkum red pigment 
kuum-kuum /‘kumkom/ 

kiimmel liqueur 
kuum-uhl /‘kumel/, German ['kymal] 

kumquat fruit 
kum-kwot /‘kamkwot/ 

Kuna American Indian ethnic group 
koo-nuh /‘ku:na/ 

kuna currency unit, Croatia 
koo-nuh /‘ku:no/ 

Kundera, Milan Czech novelist 
mil-uhn kuun-derr-uh / milan 
‘kundera/ 

Kunduz city, Afghanistan 
kuun-dooz /kun'du:z/ 

Kung southern African ethnic group and 
language 
kuung /kon/ 
© Established anglicization. 

kung fu Chinese martial art 
kung foo /,kan ‘fu:/ 

A pronunciation closer to the Chinese, 
kuung foo, is also sometimes heard. 


Kunlun Shan range of mountains, 
China 
kuun-luun shahn / kunlun ‘fa:n/ 
Kunming city, China 
kuun-ming /,kon'mim/ 
Kuomintang Chinese political party 
kwoh-min-tang /,kwaomin'tan/ 
Kuopio city, Finland 
koo-op-i-oh /‘ku:ppiac/ 
Kurd Kurdish ethnic group 
kurd /ka:(r)d/ 
Kurdish relating to the Kurds 
kur-dish /'ka:(r)dif/ 
Kurdistan region, Middle East 
kur-dist-ahn / ka:(r)d1'stan/ 
Kure city, Japan 
koor-ay /‘kuaret/ 
Kureishi, Hanif English writer 
huh-neef kuu-ray-shi /ha,ni:f ku'rerfi/ 
Kurgan city, Russia 
koor-gahn /kua(r)‘ga:n/ 
Kurile Islands islands, Pacific Ocean 
kuu-reel /ko'ri:1/ 
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Kurosawa, Akira Japanese film 
director 
ab-kirr-uh kuu-ruh-sah-wuh /,a:kira 
ikura'sa:wa/ 

Kuroshio warm current, Pacific Ocean 
kuu-ruh-shee-oh / kura'fi:au/ 

Kursk city, Russia 
koorsk /kua(r)sk/ 

Kurtag, Gy6rgy Hungarian composer 
joerj koor-tahg /,d3ce(r)d3 ‘kua(r)ta:g/ 

kuru degenerative disease of the brain 
kuu-roo /‘kuru:/ 

Kugadasi town, Turkey 
koosh-ah-dah-suh /‘ku:fa:,da:sa/ 

Kushan Iranian dynasty 
kuush-ahn /‘kufa:n/ 

Kut, al- town, Iraq 
uhl kuut /al ‘kot/ 

Kutaisi city, Georgia 
koo-tuh-ee-si /,ku:ta’'i:si/ 

Kutani kind of Japanese porcelain 
kuut-ah-ni /ko'ta:ni/ 

Kutch, Gulf of inlet of the Arabian Sea 
kutch /katS/ 

Kuwait country 
koo-wayt /ku:'weit/ 
A more anglicized pronunciation, 
kyoo-wayt, is sometimes also heard. 


Kuznets Basin region, Russia 
kuuz-nyets /kuz'njets/ 

kvass fermented drink 
kvass /kvas/ 

Kwa African language group 
kwah /kwa:/ 

kwacha currency unit, Zambia and 
Malawi 
kwah-chuh /‘kwa:tfa/ 

kwaito South African style of popular 
music 
kwy-toh /‘kwaitao/ 


Kurosawa, Akira | Kyzyl Kum 


Kwakiutl American Indian ethnic group 
kwah-ki-oo-tuhl /kwa:ki'u:tel/ 
Kwangju city, South Korea 
kwang-joo /kwan'd3u:/ 
kwanza currency unit, Angola 
kwan-zuh /‘kwanza/ 
Kwanzaa African American festival 
kwan-zah /‘kwanza:/ 
kwashiorkor form of malnutrition 
kwosh-i-or-kor /.kwofi'o:(r)ko:(r)/ 
kwela central and southern African style 
of popular music 
kway-luh /‘kweile/ 
kyat currency unit, Burma 
kee-aht /ki:‘a:t/ 
kylin Chinese mythical animal 
kee-lin /‘ki:lm/ 
kylix ancient Greek cup 
ky-liks /‘karliks/ 
Kyoto city, Japan 
kyoh-toh /‘kjautau/ 
kyphosis curvature of the spine 
ky-foh-siss /kar'fausis/ 
Kyrgyz relating to Kyrgyzstan 
kur-giz /‘ka:(r)g12z/ 
Sometimes also keer-giz. 
Kyrgyzstan country 
kur-gist-ahn /ka:(r)gr'sta:n/ 


Established anglicization; sometimes also 
keer-gist-ahn. 


Kyrie Eleison section of the Mass 
keer-i-ay el-ay-iss-on / krarier 
e'leuspn/ 

Kyushu island, Japan 
kyoo-shoo /‘kju:fu:/ 

Kyzy] city, Russia 
kuh-zil /ke'z11/ 

Kyzyl Kum desert region, central Asia 
kuh-zil koom /ka,z1) ‘ku:m/ 
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L 


laager encampment 
lah-guhr /‘la:ga(r)/ 

Laayoune capital of Western Sahara 
lah-yoon /la:'ju:n/ 


Established anglicization. The Arabic name 
is El Aaitin, pronounced uhl y-oon. 


Laban, Rudolf von Hungarian 
choreographer 
roo-dolf fon lah-buhn /,ru:dolf fon 
‘la:ban/ 


However, labanotation (a system of dance 
notation which he devised) is usually 
pronounced lay-buh-noh-tay-shuhn. 


labia majora outer folds of the vulva 
lay-bi-uh muh-jaw-ruh /lerbia 
me'd3a:ra/ 

labia minora inner folds of the vulva 
lay-bi-uh min-aw-ruh /Jetbia 
mi'na:re/ 

La Bohéme opera by Puccini 
lah boh-em /la: beu'em/ 

laboratory room equipped for scientific 
experiments 
luh-borr-uh-tuh-ri /lo'bora,tari/ 


Commonly also luh-borr-uh-tri. The AM 
pronunciation, and an alternative older BR 
pronunciation, is lab-rub-tri. 


Labrador breed of dog 
Jab-ruh-dor /‘labrado:(r)/ 


The same pronunciation is used for a region 
of Canada of the same name. 


La Brea tar pits in Los Angeles, US 
luh bray-uh /la 'breia/ 


The same pronunciation is used for a town 
in Trinidad of the same name. 


labret lip ornament or piercing 
lay-bruht /‘lerbrat/ 

La Bruyére, Jean de French writer 
zhah(ng) duh lah brue-yair /,34 da la: 
bry'jex(r)/ 

Labuan island, Malaysia 
luh-boo-uhn /le’bu:an/, [labuan] 

* Established anglicization. 


labyrinthine like a labyrinth 
lab-uh-rinth-yn /abe'rméam/ 

Lacan, Jacques French psychoanalyst 
zhahk lak-ah(ng) /,3a:k la'ka/ 

Laccadive Islands islands, India 
lak-uh-dyv /‘lakedatv/ 

Lacedaemon area of ancient Greece 
lass-id-ee-mon / lasr'di:zmpn/ 

La Ceiba port, Honduras 
lah say-buh /la: 'setba/ 

La Cenerentola opera by Rossini 
lah chen-ay-rent-ol-uh /la: 
tfener'rentola/ 

lacertid lizard 
luh-sur-tid /la'sa:(r)trd/ 

laches unreasonable delay in asserting a 
claim 
latch-uhz /‘latfoz/ 

Lachesis Greek mythological character 
lak-iss-iss /‘lakists/ 

Lachlan river, Australia 
lak-luhn /‘laklan/ 

lachrymose weepy 
lak-rim-ohss /‘lakrimeus/ 

lackadaisical lacking enthusiasm and 
determination 
lak-uh-day-zik-uhl /,lake'derzikel/ 

Lac Léman French name for Lake 
Geneva 
lak lem-ah(ng) /lak le'ma/ 

La Clemenza di Tito opera by Mozart 
lah klay-ment-suh dee tee-toh /la: 
kler,mentse di: 'ti:tou/ 

Laclos, Pierre Choderlos de French 
novelist 
pyair shod-air-loh duh lak-loh 
/ pjex(r) Sode:(r),lau da la'kleu/ 

Laconia ancient region, Greece 
luh-koh-ni-uh /la'kaunio/ 

laconic using very few words 
luh-kon-ik /le'konik/ 

La Corufia see Corunna 

lactose sugar present in milk 
fak-tohz /‘laktauz/ 
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lacuna pl. lacunae gap 
tuh-kyoo-nuh, pl. luh-kyoo-nee 
fla'kju:na/, pl. /-ni:/ 


Also lak-oo-nuh; see LaTIN panel. 


Ladakh region, India, Pakistan, and 
China 
luh-dahk /la‘da:k/ 

Ladefoged, Peter English phonetician 
lad-uh-foh-guhd /‘ladafeuged/ 

Laden, Osama Bin see Bin Laden, 
Osama 

Ladin Rhaeto-Romance dialect 
luh-deen /la'di:n/ 

Ladino language of some Sephardic Jews 
luh-dee-noh /la‘di:nau/ 

Ladoga lake, Russia 
lah-duh-guh /‘la:daga/ 

La donna é mobile aria by Verdi 
lah don-uh ay moh-bee-lay /la: dona 
er ‘maubi:le1/ 

Lae port, Papua New Guinea 
lay /ler/ 

Laennec’s cirrhosis liver disease 
luh-en-eks sirr-oh-siss /loeneks 
sI'rausis/ 

Lafayette, Marquis de French soldier 
and statesman 
mar-kee duh laf-y-et /ma:(r),ki: da 
Jlafar'et/ 

La Fontaine, Jean de French poet 
zhah(ng) duh laf-o(ng)-ten /,34 do la 
fd'ten/ 

La Forza del Destino opera by Verdi 
lah fort-suh del dest-ee-noh /la: 
fo(r)tsa del de'stiznau/ 

Lag b’Omer Jewish festival 
lahg boh-muhr /,la:g ‘bauma(r)/ 

Lagerlof, Selma Swedish novelist 
sel-muh lah-guhr-loev /,selma 
‘la:ga(r)lo:v/ 

laggard person who makes slow progress 
lag-uhrd /‘laga(r)d/ 

La Gioconda another name for Mona 
Lisa 
lah jok-on-duh /,la: d3u'kondo/ 

Lagos city, Nigeria 
lay-goss /‘lergos/ 

Lagos city, Portugal 
lah-guush /‘la:guJ/ 

Lagos, Ricardo Chilean statesman 


lacuna | Lamartine, Alphonse de 


ree-kar-doh lag-oss /ri:,ka:(r)deu 
‘lagos/ 
© See SPANISH panel. 
Lagrange, Comte de Italian-French 
mathematician 
ko(ng)t duh lag-rah(ng)zh /,k5t da 
la’gra3/ 
La Guardia airport, US 
lah gwar-di-uh /la: ‘gwa:(r)dia/ 
lahar destructive mudflow 
lah-har /‘la:ha:(r)/ 
Lahnda language 
lahn-duh /‘la:nda/ 
Lahore city, Pakistan 
luh-hor /la'ho:(r)/ 
Lahoud, Emile Lebanese president 
ay-meel lah-hood / ermi:! la:"‘hu:d/ 
Laing, R. D. Scottish psychiatrist 
lang /lan/ 
Not all people with this surname pronounce 
it in this way; for instance, the English 
construction company Laing use the 
pronunciation layng. 


laissez-faire policy of leaving things to 
take their own course 
less-ay fair /leser 'fe:(r)/ 
laity lay people 
lay-it-i /lemti/ 
Laius Greek mythological character 
ly-uhss /‘lates/ 
La Jolla resort, US 
lah hoy-uh /la: ‘harja/ 
laksa Malaysian noodle dish 
fahk-suh /‘la:ksa/ 
Lakshadweep islands, India 
luk-shud-weep / lakSad'wi:p/ 
Lakshmi Hindu goddess 
luksh-mi /‘lakSmi/ 
Lalique, René French jeweller 
ruh-nay lal-eek /ra,net la'li:k/ 
Lallans Scottish literary form of English 
fal-uhnz /‘lalenz/ 
La Louviére city, Belgium 
lah loov-yair /Ja lu:'vje(r)/ 
lama Buddhist spiritual leader 
lah-muh /‘la:ma/ 
Lamartine, Alphonse de French poet 
and historian 
al-fo(ng)ss duh lam-ar-teen /al,fas da 
Jama:(r)'tin/ 


Lamaze | lanthanum 


Lamaze method of childbirth 
luh-mahz /la'ma:z/ 
© Established anglicization. 

lambada dance 
lam-bah-duh /lam'‘ba:da/ 

lambda letter of the Greek alphabet 
lam-duh /‘lamda/ 

lambrequin drapery over a door 
lam-bruh-kin /‘lambrakin/ 

Lambrusco wine grape 
lam-bruusk-oh /lam‘bruskeu/ 

lamé fabric with interwoven gold or silver 
threads 
lah-may /‘la:me1/ 

lamella |. lamellae thin layer 
luh-mel-uh, pl. luh-mel-ee /la'mele/, 
pl. /-li:/ 

lamentable very bad 
lam-uhn-tuh-buhl /‘lamantabal/ 


Less commonly also luh-men-tuh-buhl. 


lamington Australian sponge cake 
lam-ing-tuhn /‘lammtan/ 
Lammas first day of August 
lam-uhss /‘lamas/ 
lammergeier (also lammergeyer) 
vulture 
lam-uhr-gy-uhr /‘lama(r),gata(r)/ 
Lamont, Norman English politician 
luh-mont /la'‘mont/ 
This surname is generally pronounced in 
this way in England and Ireland, but usually 
as lam-uhnt in Scotland. 


Lampedusa, Giuseppe Tomasi de 
Italian novelist 
juuz-ep-ay tom-ah-zi day 
lam-ped-oo-zuh /d3u,zepei to,ma:zi det 
Jampe'du:za/ 
Lampeter town, Wales 
lamp-uh-tuhr /‘lampata(r)/ 
lamprey eel-like vertebrate 
lamp-ri /‘lampri/ 
Lamy, Pascal French European 
Commissioner 
pask-al lam-ee /pa,skal la'mi:/ 
Lanarkshire former county, Scotland 
lan-uhrk-shuhr /‘lana(r)kSa(r)/ 
Lancaster town, England 
lank-ast-uhr /‘lankasta(r)/ 
Lancelot mythological character, one of 
Arthur's knights 
lahn-suh-lot /‘la:nsalpt/ 
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Land pl. Lander German province 
lant, pl. lend-uhr /lant/, pl. /‘lenda(r)/ 

Landau, Lev Soviet theoretical physicist 
lyef lan-dow / ljef lan'dau/ 

landau horse-drawn carriage 
fand-aw /‘lando:/ 

Tandler Austrian folk dance 
lend-luhr /‘lendla(r)/ 

Landseer, Edwin English painter 
land-seer /‘landsra(r)/ 

Landshut city, Germany 
tants-hoot /‘lantshu:t/ 

langar communal free kitchen 
lung-guhr /‘langa(r)/ 

Lange, Jessica American actress 
lang /lan/ 

Langland, William English poet 
fang-luhnd /‘lanlend/ 

langlauf cross-country skiing 
lang-lowf /‘lanlauf/ 

langoustine crustacean 
long-guust-een /‘longusti:n/ 

Langtry, Lillie English actress 
lang-tri /‘lantri/ 

langue de chat thin biscuit 
lo(ng)g duh shah /,lig de 'fa:/, French 
(a:g da faj 

langue d’oc form of medieval French 
spoken south of the Loire 
lah(ng)g dok /,lag ‘dok/ 

langue d’oil form of medieval French 
spoken north of the Loire 
lah(ng)g doyl /,lag ‘dorl/ 

Languedoc-Roussillon region, France 
lah(ng)g-dok roo-si-yo(ng) /lag,dvk 
ru:si'j3/ 

languor tiredness or inactivity 
lang-guhr /‘langa(r)/ 

La Niiia cool stream in the Pacific 
lah neen-yuh /la: 'ni:nja/ 

Lansing city, US 
lan-sing /‘lansin/ 

lansquenet gambling game 
lan-skuh-net /‘lanska,net/ 

lantana shrub 
lan-tah-nuh /lan‘ta:na/ 

Lantau island, Hong Kong 
lan-tow /lan'tau/ 

lanthanum chemical element 
lan-thuh-nuhm /‘lanéanam/ 
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lanugo fine hair on the body 
luh-nyoo-goh /la'nju:gau/ 
lanyard rope 
fan-yuhrd /‘lanja(r)d/ 
Lanzarote island, Spain 
lan-zuh-rot-i /,lanza'roti/, [lan@a‘rote] 
* Established anglicization. 
Lanzhou city, China 
lan-joh /,lan'd300/ 
Laoco6n Greek mythological character 
lay-ok-oh-on /ler'pkaunn/ 
Laodicean half-hearted or indifferent 
lay-oh-diss-i-uhn / leraodi'sian/ 
laogai Chinese labour camps 
low-gy /lau’ga1/ 
Laois (also Laoighis, Leix) county, 
Republic of Ireland 
leesh /li:S/ 
Laos country 
lah-oss /‘la:ps/ 


Less commonly also lowss, and in AM 
commonly lay-oss. 


Laotian relating to Laos 
low-shuhn /‘lavfan/ 


Commonly also laa-oh-shuhn, and in AM 


lay-oh-shuhn. 


Lao-tzu Chinese philosopher 
low tsoo /lau 'tsu:/ 
laparoscopy surgical procedure 
lap-uh-rosk-uh-pi /,lapa'rpskapi/ 
La Paz capital of Bolivia 
lah pass /la: 'pas/ 
Laphroaig whisky distillery, Scotland 
luh-froyg /le'fraig/ 
lapidary relating to stones and gems 
lap-id-uh-ri /‘laprderi/ 
lapis lazuli bright blue rock 
lap-iss laz-yuul-i / lapis ‘lazjuli/ 
Laplace, Marquis de French 
mathematician 
mar-kee duh lap-lass /ma:(r)‘ki: da 
la'plas/ 
Lapland region, Europe 
lap-land /‘lapland/ 
La Plata port, Argentina 
lah plat-uh /la: 'plata/ 
lapsang souchong variety of tea 
lap-sang soo-shong /,lapsan ‘su:Son/ 
lapsus linguae slip of the tongue 
lap-suhss ling-gwy /,lapsas ‘Imgwat/ 


lanugo | larynx 


Laptev Sea part of the Arctic Ocean 
lap-tef /‘laptef/ 

Lara, Brian West Indian cricketer 
far-uh /‘la:ra/ 

Laramie city, US 
larr-uh-mi /‘larami/ 

larceny theft 
lar-suh-ni /‘la:(r)sani/ 

Laredo city, Texas 
juh-ray-doh /la'reidau/ 

lares Roman household gods 
lah-reez /‘la:ri:z/ 

largesse generosity 
lar-zhess /la:(r)'3es/ 

largo musical term 
lar-goh /‘la:(r)gau/ 

lari currency unit, Georgia 
lar-ee /‘la:ri:/ 

lariat rope used as a lasso 
farr-i-uht /‘lariat/ 

Larissa city, Greece 
luh-riss-uh /la'risa/ 

Larnaca (also Larnaka) town, Cyprus 
lar-nuh-kuh /‘la:(r)naka/ 

La Rochefoucauld, Duc Francois de 
French writer and moralist 
duek frah(ng)-swah duh lah 
rosh-foo-koh /,dyk fra,swa: da la: 
rpffu:'kau/ 

La Rochelle port, France 
lah rosh-el /la rv'Jel/ 

Larousse, Pierre French lexicographer 
pyair larr-ooss / pje:(r) la'ru:s/ 

larrup thrash or whip 
larr-uhp /‘larap/ 

Lars Porsenna legendary Etruscan 
chieftain; also called Lars Porsena 
larss por-sen-uh /,la:(r)s pa:(r)'sena/ 

larva pl. larvae immature form of an 
insect 
lar-vuh, pl. far-vee /‘la:(r)va/, pl. /-vi:/ 

laryngeal relating to the larynx 
lub-rin-juhl /le'rindgal/ 

laryngology branch of medicine that 
deals with the larynx 
larr-in-gol-uh-ji /,larm'golad3i/ 

larynx pl. larynges organ holding the 
vocal cords 
larr-inks, pl. luh-rin-jeez /Jarmks/, pl. 
/la'rmd3i:z/ 


lasagne | laver 


lasagne pasta in the form of sheets 
luh-san-yuh /la‘sanja/ 

La Scala opera house, Milan 
lah skah-luh /la: 'ska:lo/ 

Lascaux site of a cave, France 
lask-oh /la'skau/ 

LASIK corrective eye surgery 
lay-zik /‘le1zik/ 

Las Palmas port, Spain 
lass pal-mass /las ‘palmas/ 

La Spezia port, Italy 
lah spayt-syuh /la: 'spertsja/ 

Lassa fever viral disease 
lass-uh /‘lasa/ 

lassi Indian yogurt drink 
lass-i /‘lasi/ 

lasso rope with a noose at one end 
luh-soo /la'su:/ 

Lassus, Orlando de Flemish composer 
or-land-oh duh tass-uhss /9:(r),landao 
da ‘lasas/ 

Las Vegas city, US 
lass vay-guhss /las ‘vergas/ 

Latakia port, Syria 
lat-uh-kee-uh / lata‘ki:a/ 

lateen triangular sail 
lat-een /la'ti:n/ 

Lateran site in Rome 
lat-uh-ruhn /‘lataron/ 

latex milky fluid found in many plants 
lay-teks /‘letteks/ 

LaTeX computer typesetting program 
lay-tek /‘lertek/ 


The final X represents the Greek letter cH1, 
hence this pronunciation. 


lathe machine for shaping wood 
layth /le10/ 

Latino Latin American inhabitant of the 
United States 
lat-ee-noh /la'ti:nau/ 


Female form is Latina, pronounced 
lat-ee-nuh. 


latke potato pancake 
lut-kuh /‘latka/ 

La Tour, Georges de French painter 
zhorzh duh lah toor /,30:(7)3 da la: 
‘tua(r)/ 

La Traviata opera by Verdi 
lah trav-i-ah-tuh /la: travi'a:ta/ 

La Trobe university, Australia 
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luh trohb /la ‘traub/ 

Jatte milky coffee drink 
lat-ay /‘later/, Italian [latte] 
The pronunciation lah-tay is widespread 
especially in AM, but deprecated because it 
is felt to be less like the Italian 
pronunciation. 


Latvia country 
lat-vi-uh /‘latvia/ 

Laud, William English prelate 
lawd /lo:d/ 

Lauda, Niki Austrian motor-racing 
driver 
nik-i low-duh / niki ‘lauda/ 

laudanum narcotic painkiller 
law-duh-nuhm /‘lo:danom/ 

Laudate Dominum part of the mass 
low-dah-tay dom-in-uum /lau,da:ter 
‘dommum/ 

laudatory expressing praise and 
commendation 
law-duh-tuh-ri /lo:datari/ 

Lauder, Harry Scottish music-hall 
comedian 
law-duhr /‘lo:da(r)/ 

Laughton, Charles British-American 
actor 
law-tuhn /'lo:ten/ 

launce sand eel 
lahnss /la:ns/ 

Launceston city, Tasmania 
lawn-suh-stuhn /‘lo:nsastan/ 

Launceston town, England 
fawn-suhn /‘lo:nsan/ 

laureate person honoured with an award 
lorr-i-uht /‘loriat/ 

Laurier, Wilfrid Canadian statesman 
law-ri-ay /‘lo:rie1/ 

Lauren, Ralph American fashion 
designer 
lorr-uhn /‘loren/ 

Lausanne town, Switzerland 
loh-zan /lav'zan/ 

lavage washing out of a body cavity 
lav-ij /‘lavid3/ 
Also luh-vahzh, especially in AM. 


Laver, Rod Australian tennis player 
lay-vuhr /‘letva(r)/ 

laver edible seaweed 
lah-vuhr /‘la:va(r)/ 


217 Latin 


Latin 


Latin is an ancient language originally spoken in the Roman Empire. 
Despite being thought of as ‘dead’, Latin is spoken all the time in Eng- 
lish contexts. Many Latin words and phrases are used in legal and 
medical language. There are also many more general words and 
phrases such as ad hoc, curriculum vitae, and reductio ad absurdum. 
English speakers may wish to know how to pronounce the Latin words 
to prayers, poems, or music, or perhaps botanical and zoological 
names. 

Various systems are used today for the pronunciation of Latin. 
Rather than always insisting on one particular system, we feel that 
three different systems are appropriate for different contexts, and 
advise our broadcasters accordingly. Firstly, there is reconstructed clas- 
sical Latin, the pronunciation taught to students of the language and as 
close as we can get to the way the ancient Romans spoke. Julius 
Caesar’s famous phrase veni, vidi, vici was, according to the classical 
system, pronounced way-ni, wee-di, wee-ki, and his own name as 
yoo-li-uuss ky-sahr. Secondly, there is ecclesiastical Latin, as used by the 
Catholic Church. This is greatly influenced by Italian and is generally 
the pronunciation favoured, for example, by choirs singing in Latin. 
(There are small variations from country to country in the exact pro- 
nunciation of ecclesiastical Latin.) Thirdly, there is anglicized Latin, 
which might anachronistically be termed ‘schoolboy Latin’. These are 
the traditional pronunciations no longer taught in schools but used for 
Latin which has become assimilated into English. This is generally the 
best system to use for words and phrases in common use and those 
which relate to the fields of medicine, botany, and the law. 

However, even within specialist fields, there is a good deal of vari- 
ation as to which pronunciation system is preferred, so no one 
pronounciation can be considered definitively correct. The treatment of 
the sequence CC is one example. Occipito- is pronounced ok-sip-it-oh 
and, according to the same system, cocci (as in e.g. streptococci ) would 
be pronounced kok-sy. However, it is commonly also pronounced kok-y 
(perhaps because the singular form is coccus, always pronounced 
kok-uhss). 


Consonants 
In classical Latin C is always pronounced k, G is always g, and T is t, 
whichever vowel follows. S is always s. J (classically spelled I) is y as in 
yes, and V is w. H is pronounced. 

In ecclesiastical Latin several consonants are as in classical Latin 
before A, O, and U, but change before I, E, Ai, and CE. C becomes ch, 
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G becomes j, and SC (as in ascendit or suscipe) becomes sh. TI (as in 
gratias) is pronounced ts. The sequence GN (as in agnus Dez) is pro- 
nounced ny. S becomes z between vowels. V is pronounced y, although J 
is still y as in yes. H is silent. 

In anglicized Latin G, V, and S are pronounced as in ecclesiastical 
Latin. C becomes s rather than ch before I, E, Ai, and , although Cl 
becomes sh in suffixes, as does TI (e.g. Portia). J is pronounced j. H is 
pronounced. 


Vowels 

Latin has a five-vowel system, and vowels can be either long or short. 
Long vowels are usually written with a macron (a). The vowel pronun- 
ciations of classical and ecclesiastical Latin are broadly the same. A is 
pronounced a if short, ah if long; E is e if short, ay if long; I is i if short 
or ee if long, O is 0 if short or oh if Jong, and U (classically spelled V) is 
uu if short or oo if long. Anglicized Latin, however, pronounces the 
long vowels differently. Long A is ay, long E is ee, long I is y as in cry, 
long O is oh, and long U is yoo. Therefore pater is pronounced pay-tuhr 
not pah-tair, and vagina is vuh-jy-nuh not wag-ee-na. 

In classical Latin diphthongs can be thought of as sequences of their 
component parts: AU is ow, EU is ay-oo, EI is ay, AI and & are y as in 
cry, and OI and & are oy. Ecclesiastical Latin pronounces AU, EU, and 
EI in the same way as classical Latin, but A and & are both pro- 
nounced ay. In anglicized Latin AU is aw, EU is yoo, and Ai and C are 
pronounced ee. 


Stress 

This stress rule applies whichever pronunciation system is being used. 
In words with two syllables, stress the first. In words with more than 
two syllables, examine the second-last syllable (the penult). If this syl- 
lable has a long vowel or is closed by a consonant (double consonants 
should be split between the syllables), then stress it. If this syllable is 
open and has a short vowel, stress the previous syllable (the antepen- 
ult). If you are not sure whether a vowel is long or not, consult a Latin 
dictionary. 


Lavoisier, Antoine Laurent French ly-uh-muhn /‘laramen/ 
scientist Lazio region, Italy 
ah(ng)-twahn lorr-ah(ng) lats-yoh /‘latsjau/ 
lav-waz-yay /a,twa:n lo'ra lavwa'zjet/ lazuli see lapis lazuli 
Law, Andrew Bonar Leahy, Terry English businessman 
Canadian-Scottish statesman fee-hi /‘li:hi/ 
bon-uhr /bona(r)/ Leamington Spa town, England 
lawrencium chemical element lem-ing-tuhn /‘lemmtan/ 
lorr-en-si-uhm /lp'rensiom/ Leander Greek mythological character 


Layamon English poet and priest li-and-uhr /li'anda(r)/ 
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Lear Shakespearean character 
leer /lia(r)/ 

learned having acquired knowledge 
through study 
lur-nuhd /‘lo:(r)ned/ 

leaven yeast 
lev-uhn /‘levan/ 

Leavis, F. R. English literary critic 
lee-viss /‘li:vis/ 

Lebanon country 
leb-uh-nuhn /‘lebanen/ 

Lebensraum territory needed for a 
state's development 
lay-buhnz-rowm /‘lerbanz,raum/, 
German [‘le:bns,raum ] 
* Established anglicization. 

Leblanc, Nicolas French chemist 
nee-kol-ah luh-blah(ng) /ni:ko la: 
la’bla/ 

Lebrun, Charles French painter 
sharl luh-broe(ng) /,fa:(r)1 le'bree/ 

Le Carré, John English novelist 
luh karr-ay /la 'karet/ 

lechery lustfulness 
letch-uh-ri /‘letSari/ 

lecithin vitamin 
less-ith-in /‘les161n/ 

Le Corbusier Swiss-French architect 
luh kor-buez-yay /,la ko:(r)by'zje1/ 

lecythus pl. lecythi narrow-necked vase 
from ancient Greece 


less-ith-uhss, pl. less-ith-y /‘les18as/, pl. 


/-Oa1/ 
Leda Greek mythological character 
lee-duh /'li:de/ 
lederhosen German leather shorts 
lay-duhr-hoh-zuhn /‘letda(r),havzen/ 
Lee Jong Wook Korean head of the 
WHO 
lee jong wuuk /,i: d3oy 'wuk/ 


The Korean surname Lee is generally 
pronounced ee, but this is the anglicization 
that Mr Lee prefers. 


Leeuw, Ton de see de Leeuw 
Leeuwenhoek, Anton van Dutch 
naturalist 
un-ton vun lay-oo-wuhn-hook 
/,anton van ‘leru:wanhu:k/ 
* See DUTCH panel. 
Leeward Islands islands, Caribbean 
lee-wuhrd /‘li:wa(r)d/ 


Lear | Leia, Princess 


Le Fanu, Joseph Sheridan Irish 
novelist 
lef-uh-noo /‘lefanu:/ 

legalese formal legal language 
lee-guh-leez /,li:ga'li:z/ 

legate member of the clergy 
leg-uht /‘legat/ 

legato musical term 
luh-gah-toh /le'ga:tau/ 

Léger, Fernand French painter 
fair-nah(ng) lay-zhay /fe:(r),na ler'3e1/ 

legerdemain skilful use of one’s hands 
lej-uhr-duh-mayn /,led3a(r)de'mem/ 

leger line short line added for notes 
above or below the range of a stave 
lej-uhr /ledza(r)/ 

leghorn fine plaited straw; also a breed 
of hen 
leg-orn /le'go:(r)n/ 
Leghorn, pronounced leg-horn, is also an 


older anglicization for the Italian town of 
Livorno. 


Légion d’Honneur French award 
lay-zho(ng) don-oer /le1,35 donce:(r)/ 
legionella pl. legionellae bacterium 
lee-juh-nel-uh, pl. lee-juh-nel-ee 
/ li:dge'nele/, pl. /-1i:/ 
legionnaire member of a legion 
lee-juh-nair /,li:dga'ne:(r)/ 
legislative having the power to make 
laws 
lej-iss-luh-tiv /led3rsletrv/ 
legume plant of the pea family 
leg-yoom /‘legju:m/ 
Less commonly also luh-gyoom. 


leguminous relating to legumes 
luh-gyoo-min-uhss /le'gju:minas/ 
Leh town, India 
lay /le1/ 
Lehar, Franz Hungarian composer 
frants lay-har /,frants 'letha:(r)/ 
Le Havre port, France 
luh ahv-ruh /la ‘a:vra/ 
lei garland of flowers 
lay /let/ 
Leia, Princess character in Star Wars 
films 
lay-uh /‘leta/ 
However, the pronunciation lee-uh was also 
used in the first film. 


Leibniz, Gottfried | Leonids 


Leibniz, Gottfried German rationalist 
philosopher 
got-freet lyp-nits / gptfri:t ‘larpnits/ 

Leibovitz, Annie American 
photographer 
leeb-uh-vits /‘li:bavits/ 

Leicester city, England 
lest-uhr /‘lesta(r)/ 

Leichhardt, Ludwig Australian 
explorer 
loot-vikh lykh-hart /lu:tvi¢ 
‘larcha:(r)t/ 

Leiden city, Netherlands 
ly-duhn /‘laidan/ 
* See DUTCH panel. 

Leinster province, Republic of Ireland 
lenst-uhr /‘lensta(r)/ 

Leipzig city, Germany 
lyp-sig /‘larpsig/, [‘laiptsi¢] 
Established anglicization. 

leishmaniasis disease 
leesh-muh-ny-uh-siss /,li:{moa'natesis/ 

leitmotif recurrent theme 
lyt-moh-teef /‘laitmau,ti:f/ 

Leitrim county, Republic of Ireland 
leet-rim /‘li:trim/ 

Leix see Laois 

Lely, Peter Dutch-English painter 
lee-li /‘li:li/ 

Lemalu, Jonathan Samoan 
bass-baritone 
luh-mal-oo /la'malu:/ 

Le Mans town, France 
luh mah(ng) /la ‘ma/ 

Le Mesurier, John English actor 
luh mezh-uh-ruhr /la '‘mezera(r)/ 


Some other people with this surname 
pronounce it differently, but this was the 
actor's preferred pronunciation. 


lemma pl. lemmata intermediate 
theorem in an argument or proof 
lem-uh, pl. fem-uh-tuh /‘lema/, pl. 
/-mata/ 

Lemnos island, Greece 
lem-noss /‘lemnps/ 

Lemper, Ute German singer 
oo-tuh lemp-uhr /,u:ta ‘lempa(r)/ 

Lempicka, Tamara de see de 
Lempicka 

lempira currency unit, Honduras 
lem-peer-uh /lem'prera/ 
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Jemur primate 
lee-muhr /‘li:ma(r)/ 
Lena river, Siberia 
lay-nuh /‘lema/ 
Lendl, Ivan Czech-American tennis 
player 
ee-van lend-uhl /,i:van ‘lendal/ 
lenient more merciful than expected 
lee-ni-uhnt /‘li:niant/ 
Lenin, Vladimir Ilyich Soviet 
statesman 
viluh-dee-meer il-yitch len-in 
/via,di:mia(r) jitf ‘lenm/, ('Mensin) 
lenis weakly articulated 
lee-niss /‘li:nts/ 


Less commonly also len-iss or lay-niss. 


lenity kindness 
len-it-i /eniti/ 

Leno, Jay American comedian 
len-oh /‘lenau/ 

Le Notre, André French landscape 
gardener 
ah(ng)-dray luh noh-truh /a,dret la 
‘nautra/ 

Lens town, France 
lah(ng)ss /las/ 

lentigo pl. lentigines small brown 
patches on the skin 
len-ty-goh, pl. len-tij-in-eez 
/len'targau/, pl. /-'trdgmi:z/ 

Leofric earl of Mercia, husband of Lady 
Godiva 
lay-ub-frik /‘lerafrik/ 

Le6n city, Spain 
lay-on /ler'on/ 

Leonardo da Vinci Italian painter and 
scientist 
li-uh-nar-doh duh vin-chi 
/liana:(r)dau da 'vintfi/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Leonberg breed of dog 
lee-uhn-burg /‘li:anba:(r)g/ 

Leoncavallo, Ruggiero Italian 
composer 
roo-jair-oh lay-onk-av-al-oh 
/ru,dzeirav leronka'valou/ 

Leone, Sergio Italian film director 
sair-joh lee-oh-ni /,se:(r)d3eu li’auni/, 
[le'o:neJ 

Leonids meteor shower 
lee-uh-nidz /‘li:anidz/ 
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leonine relating to lions 
lee-uh-nyn /‘li:anamn/ 

Leopold I first king of Belgium 
lee-uh-pohld /‘li:apauld/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Lepanto naval battle site 
luh-pan-toh /le'panteu/ 

Le Pen, Jean Marie French politician 
zhah(ng) marr-ee luh pen /,34 ma,ri: 
Ja 'pen/ 

lepidopterist person who studies 
butterflies and moths 
lep-id-op-tuh-rist /lepr'doptarist/ 

Lepidus, Marcus Aemilius Roman 
statesman and triumvir 
mar-kuhss ee-mil-i-uhss lep-id-uhss 
/,ma:(r)kas i:,milias 'lepides/ 

* See LATIN panel. 

leporine relating to hares 
lep-uh-ryn /‘lepararn/ 

leprechaun small, mischievous sprite 
lep-ruh-kawn /‘leprako:n/ 

lepton subatomic particle 
lep-ton /‘lepton/ 

leptospirosis disease of animals 
lep-toh-spy-roh-siss 
/eptauspar'rausis/ 

Lepus small constellation 
leep-uhss /‘li:pas/ 

Lérida city, Spain 
lerr-ee-thuh /‘leri:da/ 

Lerwick capital of the Shetland Islands 
lur-wik /‘le:(r)wrk/ 

Lesage, Alain-René French novelist 
and dramatist 
al-a(ng) ruh-nay luh-sahzh /a,1a ra,ner 
la'sa:3/ 

lese-majesty behaviour insulting to a 
monarch 
leez maj-uh-sti /li:z 'mad3asti/ 


Also layz mazh-uh-stay, especially when 
the French spelling ‘lése-majesté’ is used. 


Les Halles market, Paris 
lay al /ler‘al/ 
© See FRENCH panel. 
lesion wound or ulcer 
feezh-uhn /'li:3an/ 
Leskovace city, Serbia 
lesk-uh-vats /‘leskavats/ 
Lesmahagow town, Scotland 
less-muh-hay-gow /lesma‘heigau/ 


leonine | leverage 


Lesotho country 
luh-soo-too /la‘su:tu:/ 

Lesseps, Ferdinand de French 
diplomat 
fair-di-nah(ng) duh less-uhps 
/fe:(r)di,nG@ da 'lesaps/ 

Les Six group of six Parisian composers 
lay seess /let 'si:s/ 

lethargy lack of energy 
leth-uhr-ji /le8a(r)d3i/ 

Lethe Greek mythological river 
lee-thi /‘1i:6i/ 

Leticia port, Colombia 
let-eess-yuh /le'ti:sja/ 

Leto Greek mythological character 
lee-toh /‘li:tau/ 

leu pl. lei currency unit, Romania 
lay-oo, pl. lay /‘leru:/, pl. /le1/ 

Leuchars village and RAF base, Scotland 
lookh-uhrz /‘lu:xa(r)z/ 

leucocyte (also leukocyte) blood cell 
loo-koh-syt /‘lu:kausart/ 

leukaemia disease 
loo-kee-mi-uh /lu:'ki:mia/ 

Leuven town, Belgium 
loe-vuhn /‘le:van/ 


This is the Flemish name. The French name 
is Louvain, pronounced loo-va(ng). 


Levallois prehistoric flint-working 
technique 
luh-val-wah /le'valwa:/ 

Levant archaic term for the eastern 
Mediterranean 
luh-vant /le‘vant/ 


Levantine relating to the Levant 
luh-van-tyn /la'vantain/ 


Commonly also lev-uhn-tin. 


levator muscle 
luh-vay-tuhr /Ja'verta(r)/ 
levee embankment 
lev-i /‘levi/ 
lever bar resting on a pivot 
lee-vuhr /‘li:va(r)/ 
AM is lev-uhr. 


leverage exertion of force by means of a 
lever 
lee-vuh-rij /li:var1d3/ 


Commonly also lev-uh-rij. 


Leverhulme, Viscount | Liddell Hart, Basil 


Leverhulme, Viscount English 
industrialist and philanthropist 
lee-vuhr-hyoom /‘li:va(r)hju:m/ 

Leverkusen city, Germany 
lay-vuhr-koo-zuhn /‘lerva(r) ku:zan/ 

Le Verrier, Urbain French 
mathematician 
uer-ba(ng) luh verr-i-ay /y(r),bé lo 
veri'er/ 

Levi Hebrew patriarch 
lee-vy /‘li:val/ 

Levi, Primo Italian novelist and poet 
pree-moh lay-vi /,pri:mau ‘lervi/ 

leviathan sea monster 
luh-vy-uh-thuhn /le'varasen/ 

levirate custom by which a man may be 
obliged to marry his brother’s widow 
lee-virr-uht /‘li:virat/ 

Lévi-Strauss, Claude French social 
anthropologist 
klohd lev-i strowss / klaud levi 
'straus/ 

Leviticus book of the Bible 
luh-vit-ik-uhss /la‘vittkes/ 

Levitra trademark drug used to treat 
impotence 
luh-veet-ruh /le'vi:tra/ 

levonorgestrel synthetic hormone 
lee-vuh-nor-jest-ruht 
/ li:vauno:{r)'d3estral/ 

levy impose 
lev-i /‘levi/ 

Levy, Andrea English author 
and-ri-uh lee-vi / andria ‘li:vi/ 

Lewes town, England 
loo-iss /‘lu:1s/ 

lexicography compiling of dictionaries 
lek-sik-og-ruh-fi /,lekstk'pgrafi/ 

Lewinsky, Monica American former 
White House staff member 
luh-win-ski /le'winski/ 

ley farming method 
lay /ler/ 

leylandii cypress tree 
lay-land-i-y /lerlandia1/ 

Leyte island, Philippines 
lay-tay /‘letter/ 

Lhasa capital of Tibet 
lah-suh /‘la:sa/ 

li Chinese unit of distance 
lee /li:/ 

liaise cooperate 
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li-ayz /li'erz/ 

liana woody climbing plant 
li-ah-nuh /lr'a:na/ 

Liao river, China; also a dynasty 
lyow /ljau/ 

Liaodong peninsula, China 
tyow-duung /ljav'dun/ 

Liaoning province, China 
lyow-ning /,ljau'nm/ 

lias geological epoch 
ly-uhss /‘latas/ 

libation drink poured out as an offering 
to a deity 
ly-bay-shuhn /lar'berfan/ 

libellous containing a libel 
ly-buh-luhss /‘larbales/ 

Liberace American pianist and 
entertainer 
lib-uh-rah-chi /aba'ra:tSi/ 

Libération French newspaper 
lee-bair-ass-yo(ng) /li:be:ra'sj5/ 

Liberia country 
ly-beer-i-uh /lar'braria/ 

Liberia city, Costa Rica 
li-bair-i-uh /li'be:ria/ 

Libeskind, Daniel American architect 
lee-buhss-kind /‘li:baskmd/ 

libido sexual desire 
lib-ee-doh /Ir'bi:dau/ 

LIBOR London InterBank Offered Rate 
ly-bor /‘laiba:(r)/ 

libretto pi. libretti text of a vocal work 
lib-ret-oh, pl. lib-ret-i /lr'bretau/, pl. 
[tif 

Libreville capital of Gabon 
leeb-ruh-veel /‘li:bravi:1/ 

Libya country 
lib-i-uh /‘libie/ 

lichen plant 
ly-kuhn /‘latken/ 


Less commonly also fitch-uhn. 


Lichfield town, England 
litch-feeld /‘litffi:ld/ 
Lichtenstein, Roy American painter 
lik-tuhn-styn /‘ikten,stamn/ 
licit not forbidden 
liss-it /‘lisit/ 
Liddell Hart, Basil British military 
historian 
lid-ubl hart / lidal ‘ha:(r)t/ 
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Lidice Czech town destroyed by the 
Nazis during the Second World War 
lid-it-suh /‘I1ditsa/ 

Liding6 island suburb, Stockholm 
lee-ding-oe /‘li:dina:/ 

lido public open-air swimming pool 
lee-doh /‘li:dau/ 


Less commonly also ly-doh. lee-doh is 
often argued to be the correct pronunciation 
on the basis that there is also an Italian 
island reef of the same name pronounced in 
this way. 


Lie, Trygve Norwegian statesman 
trueg-vuh lee /,trygva ‘li:/ 

Liebchen term of endearment 
leeb-shuhn /'li:bfan/, German 
['li:peen] 

Liebfraumilch white wine 
leep-frow-milkh /‘li:pfrau,mil¢/ 

Liebig, Justus von German chemist 
yuust-uuss fon lee-bikh /,justus fon 
izbi¢/ 

Liebknecht, Karl German 
revolutionary leader 
karl leep-knekht /,ka:(r)I ‘li:pknect/ 

Liechtenstein principality, Europe 
likh-tuhn-shtyn /‘lictan,shtain/ 


Sometimes anglicized to lik-tuhn-styn. 


lied pl. lieder type of German song 
leet, pl. leed-uhr /li:t/, pl. /‘li:da(r)/ 
lief as happily 
leef /li:f/ 
Liége province, Belgium 
li-ezh /li'e3/ 


This is the French name. The Flemish name 
is Luik, pronounced loeyk. 


liege feudal relationship 
leej /li:d3/ 
lien right to keep property until a debt is 
discharged 
lee-uhn /'li:an/ 
Also leen. 


lieu instead 
loo /lu:/ 


Commonly also lyoo. 


lieutenant deputy acting for a superior 
lef-ten-uhnt /lef'tenant/ 


AM is loo-ten-uhnt. 
LIFFE London International Finance 


Lidice | Limburg 


and Futures Exchange 
lyf /larf/ 

Liffey river, Ireland 
lif-i /"1rfi/ 

Ligeti, Gyérgy Hungarian composer 
joerj lig-et-i /,a3ce(r)d3 ‘ligeti/, [,joery 
‘ligeti] 

lignocaine local anaesthetic 
lig-nuh-kayn /‘lignekem/ 

ligule strap-shaped part of a plant 
lig-yool /‘ligju:]/ 

Liguria region, Italy 
lig-yoor-i-uh /Irgjuaria/ 

Likert scale scale used to represent 
psychological attitudes 
lyk-uhrt /‘laika(r)t/ 

Likud Israeli political party 
lik-ood /I1'ku:d/ 

lilangeni p!. emalangeni currency unit, 
Swaziland 
lee-lang-gay-ni, pl. 
em-uh-lang-gay-ni /,i:lan'geimi/, pl. 
/e,malan'geini/ 

liliaceous relating to plants of the lily 
family 
lil-i-ay-shuhss /,ili'erfas/ 

Lili Marlene German song, popular 
during the Second World War 
lil-i mar-layn / Jui ma:(r)‘lemn/ 

Lilith Jewish mythological demon 
lil-ith /"11116/ 

Lille city, France 
leel /li:l/ 

Lillehammer town, Norway 
til-uh-ham-uhr /‘Inlahama(r)/ 

Lillibullero folk song 
lil-ib-uul-air-oh /,hlibu'le:rau/ 

Lilliputian very small 
lil-ip-yoo-shuhn /J]1r'pju:fen/ 

Lilongwe capital of Malawi 
lil-ong-way /lr'lonwer/ 

Lima capital of Peru 
fee-muh /‘li:mo/ 

Limassol port, Cyprus 
lim-uh-sol /‘Irmaspl/ 

Limbaugh, Rush American radio talk 
show host 
lim-baw /‘limbau/ 

Limburg province, Belgium and 
Netherlands 
lim-burg /‘limba:(r)g/, Dutch 
(‘limbyrx] 


limen | Lippi, Fra Filippo 


Established anglicization. The German town 
of the same name may be pronounced in the 
same way, or with a more German-sounding 
pronunciation, lim-buurk. 


limen pl. limina psychological threshold 
ly-men, pl. ly-min-uh /‘lammen/, pl. 
/Yarminea/ 

Limerick county, Republic of Ireland 
lim-uh-rik /‘umartk/ 

liminal relating to a transitional stage 
lim-in-uhl /‘immeal/ 

Limoges city, France 
lim-ohzh /lr'mau3/ 

Lim6n port, Costa Rica 
lee-mon /li:‘mpn/ 

Limousin region, France 
lee-moo-za(ng) /li:mu:'zé/ 

limousine large, luxurious car 
lim-uh-zeen /]ima'zi:n/ 

Limpopo river, Africa 
lim-poh-poh /lrm‘paupau/ 

Linacre, Thomas English physician 
and scholar 
lin-uh-kuhr /‘linaka(r)/ 

Lincoln city, England 
link-uhn /‘inkan/ 

linctus thick liquid medicine 
link-tuhss /‘linktas/ 

Lindbergh, Charles American aviator 
lind-burg /‘Imdba:(r)g/ 

Lindgren, Astrid Swedish writer 
ast-rid lind-grayn /,astrid ‘lindgrern/ 

Lindisfarne island, UK 
lin-diss-farn /‘lundis,fa:(ryn/ 

lineage direct descent from an ancestor 
lin-i-uhj /‘lmiad3/ 

lineament distinctive feature 
lin-i-uh-muhnt /‘liniemont/ 

Lineker, Gary English footballer 
lin-uh-kuhr /‘ltnaka(r)/ 

Lingala African language 
ling-gah-luh /lrn‘ga:la/ 

lingam Hindu symbol 
ling-gam /‘lmgam/ 

lingerie women’s underwear 
lan-zhuh-ri /‘langari/, French [1é3riJ 


Commonly also lon-zhuh-ri or lan-juh-ray. 


lingua franca common language 
fing-gwuh frank-uh / lmgwa ‘franke/ 
linguine kind of pasta 
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ling-gwee-ni /lin'gwi:ni/ 
linguistics study of language 
ling-gwist-iks /lm'gwistiks/ 
liniment embrocation 
lin-im-uhnt /‘Immant/ 
Linklater, Magnus Scottish journalist 
link-luh-tuhr /‘linkleta(r)/ 
Link6ping town, Sweden 
leen-shoe-ping /‘lin,Je:pmy/, 
(lines:pin] 
Linnaeus, Carolus Swedish botanist 
kuh-roh-luhss lin-ay-uhss /ka,raules 
lr'neras/ 


His real name was Kar] von Linné, 
pronounced lin-ay. This Latinized version of 
his name can also be pronounced 
lin-ee-uhss, but the pronunciation we 
recommend is that preferred by the Linnean 
Society (themselves pronounced 
lin-ee-uhn). 


linoleum flooring material 
lin-oh-li-uhm /Ir'navliem/ 

Linux US trademark computer operating 
system 
lin-uhks /‘lineks/ 
Less commonly also ly-nuhks. Our 


recommendation is that used by its designer, 
Linus Thorvalds, after whom it is named. 


Linz city, Austria 
lints /lmts/ 

lionize give public attention to 
ly-uh-nyz /‘laranarz/ 

Lipari island, Italy 
lee-parr-i /‘li:pari/ 

Lipchitz, Jacques Lithuanian-French 
sculptor 
zhahk lip-shits /,3a:k ‘lrpfits/ 

Lipetsk city, Russia 
lee-pitsk /‘li:pitsk/ 

Lipizzaner (also Lippizaner) breed of 
horse 
lip-it-sah-nuhr / Irpr'tsa:na(r)/ 

lipoma p!. lipomata benign tumour 
lip-oh-muh, pl. lip-oh-muh-tuh 
/lr'pauma/, pl. /-mata/ 

liposuction cosmetic surgery to remove 
fat 
lip-oh-suk-shuhn /‘l1pau,sakfan/ 
Sometimes also ly-poh-suk-shuhn, 
especially in AM. 


Lippi, Fra Filippo Italian painter 
frah fil-ee-poh lip-i /fra: f1,lizpao ‘Irpi/ 
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liqueur alcoholic spirit 
lik-yoor /Irkjua(r)/ 


Commonly also lik-yur or lik-yor. 


liquor alcoholic drink 
fik-uhr /‘lika(r)/ 
liquorice sweet 
lik-uh-riss /‘ltkeris/ 
Lir Irish sea god 
leer /lia(r)/ 
lira pl. lire former currency unit, Italy 
leer-uh, pl. leer-uh /‘hara/, pl. /‘lere/ 
lis alibi pendens ‘lawsuit pending 
elsewhere’ (Latin) 
liss al-ib-y pen-denz /lis ,aliba1 
‘pendenz/ 
Lisbon capital of Portugal 
liz-buhn /‘lizban/ 


Established anglicization. The Portuguese 
name is Lisboa, pronounced leezh-boh-uh. 


Lisburn city, Northern Ireland 
liss-burn /‘lisba:(r)n/ 

Lisdoonvarna town, Republic of 
Ireland 
liss-doon-var-nuh / lisdu:n'va:(r)ne/ 

Lisieux town, France 
leez-yoe /li:'zjo/ 

lisle fine cotton thread used for stockings 
lyl /laql/ 

Lissajous mathematical looped figure 
fiss-azh-oo /‘l1sa3u:/ 

listeria bacterium 
list-eer-i-uh /lr'straria/ 

Listowel town, Republic of Ireland 
list-oh-uhl /l1s'taval/ 

Liszt, Franz Hungarian composer and 
pianist 
frants list /frants ‘list/ 

Li T’ai Po Chinese poet 
lee ty poh / li: tar ‘pau/ 

litany series of petitions for use in church 
services 
lit-uh-ni /‘litani/ 

litas currency unit, Lithuania 
lee-tass /‘li:tas/ 

literae humaniores honours course in 
classics, philosophy, and ancient history 
at Oxford University 
lit-uh-ry hyoo-man-i-aw-rayz /literar 
hju:,manr'o:re1z/ 


liqueur | Livy 


Various other pronunciations may be used; 
see LATIN panel. The course is frequently 
referred to as Lit. Hum., pronounced lit 
hum, for short. 


literati well-educated people who are 
interested in literature 
lit-uh-rah-ti /lite'ra:ti/ 

lithium chemical element 
lith-i-uhm /‘liéiam/ 

lithograph lithographic print 
lith-uh-grahf /‘éagra:f/ 
Also lyth-oh, especially for the abbreviated 
form ‘litho’. 


lithosphere rigid outer part of the earth 
lith-uhss-feer /‘l8asfia(r)/ 

Lithuania country 
lith-oo-ay-ni-uh /116u:'emnia/ 
Less commonly also lith-yoo-ay-ni-uh. 


litigious tending to take legal action 
lit-ij-uhss /lr'tid3as/ 

litmus indicator dye 
fit-muhss /‘litmas/ 

litotes rhetorical understatement 
ly-toh-teez /lar'tauti:z/ 

littoral relating to the shore 
lit-uh-ruhl /‘litaral/ 

Littré, Emile French lexicographer 
ay-meel lee-tray /e1,mi:l lis'trer/ 

liturgy form of public religious worship 
lit-uhr-ji /‘lite(r)d3i/ 

Liuzhou city, China 
lyoo-joh / lju:'d3au/ 

livelong entire 
liv-long /‘livlon/ 

Liverpool port, England 
fiv-uhr-pool /‘lrva(rypu:l/ 
However, the Liver Building and Liver Birds 


associated with the city are pronounced 
ly-vuhr. 


Liverpudlian native of Liverpool 
liv-uhr-pud-li-uhn / |iva(r)'padlian/ 
liverwort plant 
liv-uhr-wurt /‘lrva(r)wa:(r)t/ 
Livonia region, Latvia and Estonia 
liv-oh-ni-uh /Ir'vaunia/ 
Livorno port, Italy 
liv-or-noh /l'va:(r)neu/ 
Livy Roman historian 
liv-i /‘livi/ 


Ljubljana | logo 


Ljubljana capital of Slovenia 
lyuub-lyah-nuh /lju’blja:na/ 

Ljungberg, Fredrik Swedish footballer 
fray-drik yuung-bairg / frerdrik 
‘jonbe:(r)g/, [.fre:dr1k 'jenberj] 

Lladré Spanish porcelain manufacturers 
lyad-roh /ljad'rau/, [Aad'ro} 

Nama animal 
lah-muh /‘la:ma/ 

Llandudno town, Wales 
hlan-did-noh /tan‘didnau/ 
* See WELSH panel. 

Llanelli town, Wales 
hlan-ehLi /dan‘edi/ 
© See WELSH panel. 

Llanfairpwllgwyngyllgogery- 
chwyrndrobwilllantysiliogogogoch 
village, Wales 
hlan-vyr-poohl-gwin-gih!-goh-gerr- 
uh-khwurn-droh-boohl-hlan-duh- 
sil-i-oh-goh-goh-gokh 
/Janvar(r)puss,gwingiigau,gerexwa:(r)n 
draubul,tanda silisugaugau'gox/ 
© See WELSH panel. Official name is 
Llanfair PG. 

Hano grassy plain 
lah-noh /‘lamnau/ 

Lloyd, Marie English music-hall 
entertainer 
mar-i loyd /,ma:ri ‘lord/ 

Llywelyn ap Gruffydd medieval Welsh 
prince 
hloo-el-in ap grif-ith /tu:'elm ap 
‘grifid/ 

loath (also loth) reluctant 
lohth /lau6/ 

loathe feel intense dislike for 
lohth /lavd/ 

Lobachevsky, Nikolai Ivanovich 
Russian mathematician 
nik-uh-ly iv-ah-nuh-vitch 
lob-uh-chef-ski /nika,lai 1,va:znevitf 
doba'tfefski/ 

Lobito port, Angola 
luub-ee-too /lu'bi:tu:/ 

locale place where something happens 
loh-kahl /lau'ka:1/ 

Locarno resort, Switzerland 
lok-ar-noh /lp'ka:(r)nau/ 

locative grammatical case 
lok-uh-tiv /‘lokatrv/ 

loch lake (Scottish) 
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lokh /lpx/ 

Lochaber district, Scotland 
lokh-ab-uhr /lvx'aba(r)/ 

lochan small loch 
fokh-uhn /‘loxen/ 

lochia discharge from the uterus after 
childbirth 
lok-i-uh /‘lnkia/ 

Lochnagar small lake, Scotland 
lokh-nuh-gar /loxna'ga:(r)/ 

Lockerbie town, Scotland 
lok-uhr-bi /‘Inka(r)bi/ 

Lockyer, Norman English astronomer 
lok-yuhr /‘Inkja(r)/ 

Locrian musical mode 
lok-ri-uhn /‘lokrien/ 

locum tenens pl. locum tenentes 
professional stand-in 
loh-kuhm ten-enz, pl. loh-kuhm 
ten-ent-eez /laukem ‘tenenz/, pl. 
/te'nenti:z/ 

locus pl. loci particular position or place 
loh-kuhss, pl. loh-ky /‘laukas/, pl. /-kat/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

locution word or phrase 
luh-kyoo-shuhn /la'kju:san/ 

loden thick woollen cloth 
loh-duhn /‘laudan/ 

L6dz city, Poland 
wootch /wu:tS/ 

Loeb American publishers 
lohb /laub/ 

loess deposit of sediment 
loh-ess /‘laues/ 

Lofoten Islands islands, Norway 
luh-foh-tuhn /le'fautan/, [‘lu:futen] 
* Established anglicization. 

Logan, Mount mountain, Canada 
loh-guhn /‘laugan/ 

logarithm mathematical quantity 
log-uh-rith-uhm /‘logartéam/ 

Loge Wagnerian character 
loh-guh /‘lauga/ 

loggia gallery or room with one or more 
open sides 
loj-uh /‘Ind3e/ 

logistics organization and 
implementation of a complex operation 
luh-jist-iks /le'dgrstrks/ 

logo identifying symbol 
loh-goh /‘laugau/ 
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logorrhoea tendency to extreme 
loquacity 
log-uh-ree-uh /,lnga'ri:a/ 

Logos theological term 
log-oss /‘logus/ 

Logrojio town, Spain 
log-ron-yoh /lp‘grpnjau/ 

Lohan, Lindsey American actress 
loh-han /‘leuhan/ 

Lohengrin opera by Wagner 
loh-uhn-grin /‘leven,grin/, German 
[‘lo:an,gri:n] 

* Established anglicization. 

Loire river, France 
lwar /lwa:(r)/ 

Loki Norse god 
loh-ki /‘lauki/ 

Lok Sabha lower house of the Indian 
Parliament 
lohk sub-hah / Jauk sab'ha:/ 

Lolita sexually precocious girl 
loh-lee-tuh /lau'li:ta/ 

lollapalooza particularly impressive 
thing or person 
lol-uh-puh-loo-zuh /lolepe'lu:za/ 

Lollard follower of John Wyclif 
lol-uhrd /‘lnla(r)d/ 

lollo rosso lettuce 
lol-oh ross-oh / Inlau 'rosau/ 

Lombardy region, Italy 
lom-buhr-di /‘lomba(r)di/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Lombardia, pronounced 
lom-buhr-dee-uh, 


Lombok island, Indonesia 
fom-bok /‘lombnk/ 
Lomé capital of Togo 
loh-may /‘laumet/ 
Lomond loch, Scotland 
loh-muhnd /‘leumand/ 
Lomu, Jonah New Zealand rugby 
player 
joh-nuh loh-moo /,dgaunea ‘lavmu:/ 
Londonderry county, Northern Ireland 
lund-uhn-derr-i /‘landan deri/ 
longeron structural component of an 
aircraft's fuselage 
lon-juh-ron /‘lond3erpn/ 
longevity long life 
lon-jev-it-i /lon‘dgeviti/ 
Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 


logorrhoea | Loren, Sophia 


American poet 
wodz-wurth long-fel-oh 
/,wodzwa:(r)0 ‘lonfelau/ 
Longinus Greek scholar 
lon-jy-nuhss /lnn'd3ames/ 
longitude distance of a place east or 
west of the Greenwich meridian 
long-git-yood /‘longitju:d/ 
Less commonly also lon-jit-yood; this 
applies also to longitudinal (below). 
Because of the changing pronunciation of 
‘tu’ in English (e.g. Tuesday), the 
pronunciation lon-gitch-ood is also 
possible. 


longitudinal running lengthwise rather 
than across 
long-git-yood-in-uhl /,longr'tju:dinal/ 

longueur tedious passage, e.g. in a book 
long-gur /lon'ga:(r)/ 

loop of Henle part of the kidney 
hen-li /‘henli/ 

Loos, Anita American writer 
looss /lu:s/ 

Loos, Rebecca Dutch-born celebrity 
lohss /laus/ 

loperamide drug used to treat diarrhoea 
loh-perr-uh-myd /lau'peramaid/ 

loquacious tending to talk a great deal 
luh-kway-shuhss /la’kwersas/ 

loquat fruit 
loh-kwot /‘laukwot/ 

loquitur ‘speaks’ (stage direction) 
lok-wit-uhr /‘lokwita(r)/ 

lorazepam drug of the benzodiazepine 
group 
law-rayz-uh-pam /lo:'rerzapam/ 
As with other drugs in this group, the 
pronunciation !aw-raz-uh-pam is also 
common. See note on BENZODIAZEPINE. 


Lorca, Federico Garcia Spanish poet 
and dramatist 
fedd-air-ee-koh gar-thee-uh lork-uh 
/fede:,ri:keo ga:(r),Bi:a 'lo:(r)ka/ 

lordosis curvature of the spine 
lor-dobh-sis /lo:(r)'dausis/ 

LOréal international beauty company 
lorr-ay-al /lvrer‘al/ 

Lorelei rock on the Rhine, held to be the 
home of a siren 
forr-uh-ly /‘loralat/ 

Loren, Sophia Italian actress 
suh-fee-uh law-ruhn /sa,fi:a '‘lo:ran/ 


Lorenz, Konrad | lozenge 


Commonly also lorr-en. However, the 
pronunciation we recommend is confirmed 
by various sources and is used throughout a 
film of her life, in which she participated. 


Lorenz, Konrad Austrian zoologist 
kon-rat lorr-ents / konrat ‘lorents/ 
Loreto town, Italy 
luh-ray-toh /la'rertau/ 
lorgnette (also lorgnettes) pair of 
glasses on a long handle 
lor-nyet /lo:(r)'njet/ 
Lorient port, France 
lorr-i-ah(ng) /lori'a/ 
lorikeet bird 
lorr-ik-eet /‘loriki:t/ 
loris primate 
law-riss /‘lo:r1s/ 
Lorraine region, France 
lorr-en /lo'ren/ 
Lorre, Peter Hungarian-American actor 
lorr-i /‘lori/ 
lory parrot 
law-ri /‘lo:ri/ 
Los Alamos town, US 
loss al-uh-moss /lns ‘alomps/ 
Los Angeles city, US 
loss an-juh-luhss /los 'andgalas/ 
Lostwithiel town, England 
loss-with-i-uh} /los'wiéial/ 
Lot river, France 
lot /lot/ 
loth see loath 
Lothario man who behaves irresponsibly 
in his sexual relationships 
luh-thar-i-oh /la‘6a:riau/ 
Commonly also luh-thair-i-oh. 


Lothian region, Scotland 
loh-thi-uhn /‘laudian/ 

Loti, Pierre French novelist 
pyair lot-ee / pje:(r) lo'ti:/ 

loti pl. maloti currency unit, Lesotho 
loo-ti, pl. muh-loo-ti /‘lu:ti/, pl. 
/ma'lu:ti/ 

Lotto, Lorenzo Italian painter 
luh-rent-soh lot-oh /la,rentsau ‘lnteu/ 

louche disreputable in an appealing way 
loosh /lu:S/ 

lough lake (Irish) 
lokh /\px/ 

Loughborough town, England 
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luf-buh-ruh /‘lafbara/ 

Louis name of eighteen kings of France 
loo-i /‘lu:i/, [wi] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Louis, Joe American boxer 
loo-iss /‘lu:ts/ 

Louisiana state, US 
loo-ee-zi-an-uh /lu:,i:zi'ana/ 

Louisville city, US 
loo-i-vil /lu:ivil/ 

loupe small magnifying glass 
loop /lu:p/ 

lour (also lower) look angry or sullen 
low-uhr /‘laua(r)/ 

Lourdes town, France 
loord /lua(r)d/ 

Louth county, Republic of Ireland 
lowth /lau6/ 

Louvain see Leuven 

Louvre museum, Paris 
loo-vruh /‘lu:vra/ 

louvre angled slat in a door or shutter 
loo-vuhr /‘lu:va(r)/ 

Louys, Pierre French poet 
pyair tweess /,pje:(r) ‘lwi:s/ 

lovage plant of the parsley family 
luv-ij /lavid3/ 

lovat muted green colour 
luv-uht /‘lavat/ 

Lovell, Bernard English astronomer 
luv-uhl /‘laval/ 

Lowell, Percival American astronomer 
loh-uhl /‘leual/ 

Léwenbraiu trademark German beer 
loev-uhn-broy /‘le:vanbrar/ 

lower see tour 

Lowestoft port, England 
loh-stoft /‘leustoft/ 


Also pronounced loh-uh-stoft or, locally, 
loh-stuhf. 


Lowry, L. S. English painter 
low-ri /‘lavari/ 

lox smoked salmon 
loks /lnks/ 

Loya Jirga Afghan parliament 
loy-uh jur-guh /,lota 'd3a:(r)ga/ 

Lozells district of Birmingham 
loh-zelz /leu'zelz/ 

lozenge rhombus or diamond shape 
loz-uhnj /‘Iozand3/ 
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Lualaba river, Africa 
loo-uh-lah-buh /,Ju:a'la:ba/ 

Luanda capital of Angola 
loo-and-uh /lu:'anda/ 

Luang Prabang (also 
Louangphrabang) city, Laos 
loo-ung pruh-bung /,lu:an pra'ban/ 

Tuau Hawaiian party 
loo-ow /‘lu:au/ 

Lubbock city, US 
lub-uhk /‘labak/ 

Liibeck port, Germany 
lue-bek /‘ly:bek/ 

Lublin city, Poland 
loo-bleen /‘lu:bli:n/ 

Lubumbashi city, Democratic Republic 
of Congo 
loo-buum-bash-i /,lu:bum‘bafi/ 

Lubyanka building in Moscow used as a 
prison 
loo-byank-uh /lu:'bjanko/ 

Lucan Roman poet, born in Spain 
too-kuhn /‘lu:ken/ 

Lucan relating to St Luke 
loo-kuhn /‘lu:kan/ 

Lucas van Leyden Dutch engraver 
loo-kuhss vun ly-duhn /,lu:kas van 
‘latdon/ 
© See DUTCH panel. 

Lucca city, Italy 
loo-kuh /‘lu:ka/ 

luce pike (fish) 
looss /lu:s/ 

Lucerne lake and resort, Switzerland 
loo-surn /lu:’sa:(r)n/, French /lysern/ 
Established anglicization. The German 
spelling is Luzern, pronounced loot-sairn. 


Lucia di Lammermoor opera by 
Donizetti 
loo-chee-uh di lam-uhr-moor /lu:,tfi:a 
di ‘lama(r)mua(r)/ 

lucite trademark perspex 
Joo-syt /‘lu:sait/ 

Lucknow city, India 
luk-now /‘laknau/ 

lucre money 
loo-kuhr /‘lu:ka(r)/ 

Lucretius Roman poet and philosopher 
loo-kree-shuhss /lu:’kri:fas/ 

luculent clearly expressed 
loo-kyuul-uhnt /‘lu:kjulant/ 


Lualaba | Lukacs, Gyorgy 


Lucullan extremely luxurious 
loo-kul-uhn /lu:’kalen/ 

Luda port, China 
loo-dah / lu:'da:/ 

Luddite English worker who destroyed 
machinery 
fud-dyt /‘ladait/ 

Ludendorff, Erich German general 
ay-rikh loo-duhn-dorf /,erri¢ 
‘lu:den,do:(r)f/ 

Ludhiana city, India 
luud-i-ah-nuh / lodi'a:na/ 

Ludwig name of three kings of Bavaria 
luud-vig /‘ludvig/, German /‘lu:tvi¢/ 
Established anglicization. 

Ludwigshafen port, Germany 
loot-vikhss-hah-fuhn /‘lu:tvics,ha:fan/ 

Lufthansa German airline 
luuft-han-zuh /‘lufthanze/ 

Luftwaffe German air force 
luuft-vaf-uh /‘loftvafa/ 

Luganda African language 
loo-gan-duh /lu;‘ganda/ 

Lugano lake and town, Switzerland 
loo-gah-noh /lu:'ga:nau/ 

Lugdunum Roman name for Lyons 
luug-doo-nuum /lug'du:num/ 

luge light toboggan 
loozh /lu:3/ 

Luger US trademark type of German 
automatic pistol 
loo-guhr /‘lu:ga(r)/ 

Lughnasa Celtic festival 
loo-nuh-suh /‘hu:nasa/ 

Lugosi, Bela Hungarian-American 
actor 
bel-uh !oo-goh-si /,bela lu:'gausi/ 

lugubrious looking or sounding sad 
luug-oo-bri-uhss /lu'gu:brias/ 

Luhansk city, Ukraine 
loo-hansk /lu:‘hansk/ 

Luhrmann, Baz Australian film 
director 
baz lur-muhn / baz ‘la:(r)man/ 

Luik see Liége 

Lukaecs, Gyérgy Hungarian philosopher 
and politician 
joerj loo-kahtch /,d30e(r)d3 ‘lu:ka:tJ/, 
[jeer ‘luka:tS] 


Lukashenko, Alexander | Luvale 


Lukashenko, Alexander (also 
Lukashenka) president of Belarus 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr loo-ka-sheng-kuh 
/alak‘sa:nda(r) luka'Senka/ 

Lula see Da Silva, Luiz 

Lully, Jean-Baptiste French composer, 
born in Italy 
zhah(ng) bat-eest iue-lee /34 ba,ti:st 
ly'li:/ 

lumbago back pain 
lum-bay-goh /lam'beigau/ 

lumen SI unit of luminous flux 
loo-men /‘lu:men/ 

Lumet, Sidney American film director 
loo-met /lu:'met/ 

Lumiere, Louis French pioneer of 
cinema 
lwee loom-yair /,lwi: lu:'mje:(r)/ 

Luminal trademark drug 
loo-min-uhl /‘lu:mmal/ 

luminary person who inspires others 
loo-min-uh-ri /‘lu:minari/ 

lumme expression of surprise 
lum-i /‘lami/ 

Lund city, Sweden 
luund /lond/ 

Lundy island, UK 
lun-di /‘landi/ 

lunette arched aperture 
loo-net /lu:'net/ 

Lunghi, Cherie English actress 
sherr-i luung-gi /,Seri ‘lungi/ 

lungi sarong-like garment 
luung-gi /‘lungi/ 

lunula p|. lunulae white area at the base 
of a fingernail 
loo-nyuul-uh, pl. loo-nyuul-ee 
/Tuznjula/, pl. /-li:/ 

Luo African ethnic group 
loo-oh /‘lu:au/ 

Luoyang city, China 
lwaw-yang /,lwo:'jan/ 

Lupercalia (sing. Lupercal) ancient 
Roman festival 
loo-puhr-kay-li-uh, sing. loo-puhr-kal 
/ lu:pa(r)'ketlia/, sing. /‘lu:pa(r)kal/ 

lupine relating to wolves 
loo-pyn /‘lu:pam/ 

lupus erythematosus skin disease 
loo-puhss err-rith-ee-muh-toh-suhss 
/‘lu:pas ,er18i:ma'tausas/ 

lur (also lure) Scandinavian trumpet 
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loor /lua(r)/ 
lure tempt 
loor /lua(r)/ 


Commonly also lyoor or lyor. 


Turex trademark yarn or fabric with a 
glittering metallic thread 
lyoor-eks /‘ljuareks/ 

lurgy indeterminate illness 
lur-gi /'la:(r)gi/ 

lurid unpleasantly colourful 
loor-id /‘luarid/ 

Commonly also lyoor-id or lyaw-rid. 


Lurie, Alison American writer 
lyoor-i /‘Ijuari/ 

Lusaka capital of Zambia 
loo-sah-kuh /lu:‘sa:ke/ 

Lushun port, China 
loo-shuun /lu:'‘Sun/ 

Lusitania ancient name for Portugal; 
also a ship 
loo-sit-ay-ni-uh /,lu:si'ternia/ 

lusophone Portuguese-speaking 
loo-suh-fohn /‘lu:safaun/ 

luteinizing hormone female hormone 
loo-tuh-ny-zing /‘lu:tanarzin/ 
lutetium (also lutecium) chemical 
element 
loo-tee-shi-uhm /lu:'ti:siem/ 

Luther, Martin German Protestant 
theologian 
loo-thuhr /‘lu:6a(r)/, [lute] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

luthier maker of stringed instruments 
loo-ti-uhr /‘lu:tia(r)/ 

Luthuli, Albert John South African 
political leader 
loo-too-li /lu:'tu:li/ 

Lutine Bell bell kept at Lloyd’s in 
London and rung to communicate news 
to the underwriters 
loo-teen /lu:'ti:n/ 

Lutostawski, Witold Polish composer 
vee-tolt loo-toss-waf-ski /,vi:tolt 
lu:to'swafski/ 

Lutyens, Edwin English architect 
lut-yuhnz /‘latjanz/ 

lutz jump in skating 
luuts /luts/ 

Luvale African ethnic group 
luuv-ah-lay /lu'va:ler/ 
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Luwian ancient language 
loo-wi-uhn /‘lu:wian/ 
lux SI unit of illuminance 

luks /Iaks/ 


Luxembourg (also Luxemburg) 
country 
fuk-suhm-burg /‘laksamba:(r)g/, 
French [lyksabu:r], German 
[luksambork] 
* Established anglicization. 


Luxemburg, Rosa Polish-German 
revolutionary leader 
roh-zuh luuk-suhm-boork /,rauza 
‘luksambua(r)k/ 
Luxemburgish language, a form of 
German 
luk-suhm-bur-gish /‘laksam,ba:(r)gtJ/ 
Luxor city, Egypt 
luk-sor /‘lAkso:(r)/ 


Established anglicization; the Arabic name 
is el-Uqsur, pronounced uhl uk-soor, 


luxuriate enjoy something as a luxury 
lug-zhoor-i-ayt /lag'zuariert/ 
Luzern see Lucerne 
Luzon island, Philippines 
loo-zon /lu:'zon/ 
Lviv city, Ukraine 
lveev /Ivi:v/ 


The Russian transliteration is Lvov, 
pronounced Ivof, and the Polish spelling is 
Lwow, pronounced lvoof. 


lycaenid butterfly 
ly-see-nid /lar'si:nid/ 
lycanthrope werewolf 
ly-kuhn-throhp /‘larkan,6raup/ 


Commonly also ly-kan-throhp. 


lycée state secondary school in France 
lee-say /li:'se1/ 

Lyceum garden at Athens in which 
Aristotle taught 
ly-see-uhm /lar'si:am/ 

lychee fruit 
ly-chee /‘lartfi:/ 

lychgate roofed gateway to a churchyard 
litch-gayt /‘lit{gert/ 

Lycia ancient region of Asia Minor 
liss-i-uh /‘lisia/ 

Lycidas poem by Milton 
liss-id-ass /‘listdas/ 


Luwian | Lysol 


lycopene red pigment present in 
tomatoes 
ly-koh-peen /‘latkaupi:n/ 

Lycurgus Spartan lawgiver 
ly-kur-guhss /lar'ka:(r)gas/ 

Lydia ancient region of Asia Minor 
lid-i-uh /‘lidia/ 

Lyell, Charles Scottish geologist 
ly-uhl /‘laral/ 

Lyly, John English dramatist 
Wil-i /li/ 

Lyme disease form of arthritis 
lym /laim/ 

lymphoma p!. lymphomata cancer of 
the lymph nodes 
lim-foh-muh, pl. lim-foh-muh-tuh 
/lim'faumay/, pl. /-mata/ 

lyonnaise cooked with onions 
lee-uh-nayz / lisa’nerz/ 

Lyons city, France 
lee-o(ng) /‘1i:5/, [135] 
Established anglicization; the French 
spelling is Lyon. An older anglicization, 
ly-uhnz, exists, but we have not 
recommended it for fifty years. 


Lyotard, Jean-Francois French 
philosopher and critic 
zhah(ng) frah(ng)-swah lyot-ar /3a 
fra,swa: ‘Ijpta:(r)/ 

Lyra constellation 
ly-ruh /‘latre/ 

Lysaght, Cornelius BBC sports 
correspondent 
ly-suht /‘laisat/ 


Lysander Spartan general 
ly-sand-uhr /lat'sanda(r)/ 

Lysenko, Trofim Denisovich Soviet 
biologist and geneticist 
truh-feem din-eess-ub-vitch 
liss-yen-kuh /trafi:m dini:savitf 
lr'sjenka/ 

lysergic acid compound from which the 
drug LSD can be made 
ly-sur-jik /Lar’sa:(r)d31k/ 

Lysippus Greek sculptor 
ly-sip-uhss /Lar'srpas/ 

Lysistrata play by Aristophanes 
ly-sist-ruh-tuh /lar'sistrate/ 

Lysol trademark disinfectant 
ly-sol /‘larsol/ 
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M 


Ma, Yo Yo Chinese-American cellist 
yoh yoh mah /,jau jau 'ma:/ 

Maal, Baaba Senegalese musician 
bub-uh mahl / baba 'ma:]/ 

Maasai see Masai 

Maastricht city, Netherlands 
mah-strikht /ma:'strixt/ 


There is no established anglicization, 
although pronunciations such as mah-strikt 
are sometimes used. 


Maat ancient Egyptian goddess 
maht /ma:t/ 
Mabinogion collection of Welsh prose 
tales 
mab-in-og-i-uhn /,mabr'nvgien/ 
Mabuse, Jan Flemish painter 
yun muh-buez /,jan ma'by:2/ 
macabre disturbing 
muh-kah-bruh /ma‘ka:bra/ 
macadam broken stone used for 
surfacing roads 
muh-kad-uhm /ma'kadem/ 
macadamia tree with edible nuts 
ma-kuh-day-mi-uh /,maka'dermio/ 
McAleese, Mary Irish stateswoman 
mak-uh-leess /,make'li:s/ 
Macanese native of Macao 
mak-uh-neez /,make'ni:z/ 
Macao (also Macau) former Portuguese 
dependency, China 
muh-kow /ma‘kau/ 
Macapa town, Brazil 
mak-uh-pah /,make'pa:/ 
macaque monkey 
muh-kak /ma’kak/ 
macaroon light biscuit 
mak-uh-roon /, maka'ru:n/ 
Macaulay, Thomas English historian 
and philanthropist 
muh-kaw-li /ma‘ko:li/ 
McAvoy, Doug English trade unionist 
mak-uh-voy /‘makavo1/ 
macaw parrot 
muh-kaw /ma'ko:/ 


Maccabees followers of Judas 
Maccabaeus 
mak-uh-beez /‘makeabi:z/ 
macchiato espresso coffee with steamed 
milk 
mak-i-ah-toh / maki‘a:tau/ 
McCoist, Ally Scottish footballer 
muh-koyst /ma‘kaist/ 
MacDiarmid, Hugh Scottish poet 
muhk-dur-mid /mak'da:(r)mid/ 
Macedonia ancient country 
mass-uh-doh-ni-uh /,masa'daunia/ 
Macei6 port, Brazil 
mass-ay-oh /,maser'au/ 
McEnroe, John American tennis player 
mak-uhn-roh /‘makenrau/ 
macerate soften by soaking 
mass-uh-rayt /‘masoreit/ 
Macgillicuddy’s Reeks range of hills, 
Republic of Ireland 
muh-gil-ik-ud-iz reeks /ma,gri,kadiz 
'rizks/ 
McGonagall, William Scottish poet 
muh-gon-uh-guhl /ma‘gnnagal/ 
Mach, Ernst Austrian physicist 
airnst makh /,:(r)nst ‘max/ 


The unit of speed named after him is often 
anglicized to mak or mahk. 


Machado, Antonio Spanish poet 
an-tohn-yoh match-ah-thoh 
/an,taunjeu ma'tfa:dau/ 

macher person who gets things done 
(Yiddish) 
makh-uhr /‘maxa(r)/ 

machete broad, heavy knife 
muh-shet-i /ma'Seti/ 

Machiavelli, Niccol6é Italian 
philosopher 
nik-uh-loh mak-yuh-vel-i /nika'leu 
smakje'veli/ 

machicolation defensive architectural 
feature 
muh-chik-uh-lay-shun 
/ma,tSika'le1fan/ 
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machination scheme 
mash-in-ay-shuhn /,.mafr'nerfan/ 

machismo aggressive masculine pride 
muh-chiz-moh /ma'tfrzmau/ 

macho aggressively masculine 
match-oh /'matfau/ 

Machtpolitik power politics 
makht-pol-it-eek /‘maxtppl1,ti:k/ 

Machu Picchu Inca town, Peru 
match-oo peek-choo /,matfu: 
‘pi:ktSu:/ 

Machynileth town, Wales 
muh-khun-hluhth /ma'xanie/ 

Mackay port, Australia 
muh-ky /ma'kat/ 

Mackerras, Charles 
Australian-American conductor 
muh-kerr-uhss /ma‘keras/ 

mackinaw short woollen coat 
mak-in-aw /‘makino:/ 

McKinlay, John Scottish explorer 
muh-kin-li /ma'kmli/ 

McKinley, William American 
statesman 
muh-kin-li /ma‘kinli/ 

Maclean, Alistair Scottish novelist 
muh-klayn /me’klem/ 

Maclean, Donald English Soviet spy 
muh-kiayn /ma‘klem/ 

Macleod, John Scottish physiologist 
muh-klowd /ma‘klaud/ 

McLuhan, Marshall Canadian writer 
muh-kloo-uhn /ma‘klu:an/ 

McNaghten rules criteria for judging 
criminal responsibility 
muhk-naw-tuhn /mak'no:tan/ 

MacNeice, Louis Northern Irish poet 
loo-i muhk-neess /lu:i mak'ni:s/ 

Macon town, France 
mah-ko(ng) /ma:'k5/ 

Macquarie university and river, 
Australia 
muh-kworr-i /me'kwori/ 

macramé art of knotting string 
muh-krah-may /ma'‘kra:mei/ 

macrocosm whole of a complex 
structure 
mak-ruh-koz-uhm /‘makrakpzam/ 
macron diacritic () 
mak-ron /‘makron/ 


Sometimes also may-kron. 


machination | Madurai 


McTimoney form of chiropractic 
treatment 
muhk-tim-uh-ni /mak'timani/ 
macumbza Brazilian religious cult 
muh-koom-buh /ma'ku:mba/ 
macushla affectionate form of address 
(Irish) 
muh-kuush-luh /ma‘kofla/ 
Madagascar country 
mad-uh-gask-uhr /,made'gaska(r)/ 
Madame French title for a woman 
muh-dam /ma'dam/ 
Madeira island, Portugal 
muh-deer-uh /ma‘diara/ 


Madejski, John English businessman 
muh-day-ski /moa‘derski/ 


Pronunciation also appropriate for his 
various endowments, including the 
Madejski football stadium in Reading and 
the Madejski Fine Rooms at the Royal 
Academy of Arts. 


madeleine small rich sponge cake 
mad-uh-len /‘madoalen/ 
Mademoiselle French title for a young 
woman 
mad-mwaz-el / madmwa‘zel/ 
Madhya Pradesh state, India 
mud-yuh pruh-daysh /,madje 
pra‘deiS/ 
Madikizela-Mandela, Winnie South 
African politician 
mad-ik-i-zel-uh man-del-uh 
/madiki:,zela man‘delo/ 
Madras former name for Chennai 
muh-drahss /ma‘dra:s/ 
madrasa (also madrassah) Islamic 
college 
muh-drass-uh /ma'drasa/ 
Madrid capital of Spain 
muh-drid /ma'drid/, [mad'rid] 
* Established anglicization. 
madrigal part-song 
mad-rig-uhl /‘madrigal/ 
Madrilejio native of Madrid 
mad-ril-ayn-yoh /,madrr'lemjou/, 
Spanish [maéri'leno] 
Madura island, Indonesia 
muh-door-uh /ma'duara/ 
Madurai city, India 
mud-oor-y /madua'ral/ 


Maecenas, Gaius | Magnitogorsk 


Maecenas, Gaius Roman statesman 
gy-uhss my-see-nuhss /,garas 
mar'si:nas/ 

maedi sheep disease 
may-di /‘merdi/ 

Mae Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau ‘Land of 
my Fathers’, the Welsh national anthem 
my hen uu-lad vuhn hahd-y /mat hen 
u,lad van ‘ha:da1/ 
© See WELSH panel. 


maelstrom whirlpool 
mayl-struhm /‘meilstram/ 


maenad female follower of Bacchus 
mee-nad /‘mi:nad/ 

Maersk Danish airline 
mairsk /me:(r)sk/ 

maestoso musical term 
my-stoh-soh /mar'stausau/ 

maestro pl. maestri distinguished 
musician 
my-stroh, pl. my-stri /‘maistrau/, pl. 
/-stri/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Maeterlinck, Maurice Belgian poet 
and dramatist 
may-tuhr-link /‘merta(r)link/ 

Mafeking town, South Africa 
maf-uh-king /‘mafekm/ 

Mafia organized body of criminals 
maf-i-uh /‘mafia/ 

mafioso pl. mafiosi member of the Mafia 
maf-i-oh-soh, pl. maf-i-oh-si 
/ maft'ausau/, pl. /-si/ 

Magadha ancient kingdom, India 
mug-uh-duh /'magada/ 

magdalen name for St Mary Magdalene 
mag-duh-luhn /‘magdalan/ 


However, Magdalen College, Oxford, and 
Magdalene College, Cambridge, are both 
pronounced mawd-lin. 


Magdalena river, Colombia 
mag-duh-lay-nuh /,magda'leina/ 


Magdeburg city, Germany 
mag-duh-boork /'magda,bua(r)k/ 
mage magician 
mayj /merd3/ 


Magellan, Ferdinand Portuguese 
explorer 
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muh-gel-uhn /ma'gelan/ 


Established anglicization. This 
pronunciation is also appropriate for the 
Magellan spacecraft and the Straits of 
Magellan. 


Magen David symbol of Judaism 
mag-en da-veed /ma,gen da'vi:d/ 
Maggiore, Lake lake, Italy 
maj-aw-ray /ma'd3o:re1/ 
Maghrib (also Maghreb) region of 
Africa 
mug-rib /‘magrib/ 
Magi biblical characters 
may-iy /‘me1d3a1/ 
Maginot Line system of fortifications, 
France 
mazh-in-oh /‘ma3inau/ 
magisterial showing great authority 
maj-ist-eer-i-uhl /,mad3r'strarial/ 
magistrate civil officer who administers 
the law 
maj-ist-rayt /‘madzistreit/ 
Commonly also maj-ist-ruht. 


magna cum laude ‘with great 
distinction’ (Latin) 
mag-nuh kuum low-day /,magna kum 
‘lauder/ 


Used largely with reference to university 
degrees. More anglicized pronunciations 
such as kum law-di are also heard; see 
LATIN panel. 


Magna Graecia ancient Greek cities of 
southern Italy 
mag-nuh gree-shuh /,magna ‘gri:fa/ 
See LATIN panel. 

magnate influential businessperson 
mag-nayt /‘magneit/ 

magnesium chemical element 
mag-nee-zi-uhm /mag'ni:ziam/ 

magnetometer instrument for 
measuring magnetic forces 
mag-nuh-tom-uh-tuhr 
/, magna'tomata(r)/ 

Magnier, John Irish businessman 
mag-nuhr /'magnor/ 

Magnificat canticle 
mag-nif-ik-at /mag‘nifikat/ 

Magnitogorsk city, Russia 
mag-nit-uh-gorsk /,magnita‘go: ()sk/ 
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magnum opus pl. magna opera great 
work of art 
mag-nuhm oh-puhss, pl. mag-nuh 
op-uh-ruh /,magnam ‘aupes/, pl. 
/,magna 'ppara/ 

Magritte, René Belgian surrealist 
painter 
ruh-nay mag-reet /ra,ne1 ma’gri:t/ 

magus pl. magi priest of ancient Persia 
may-guhss, pl. may-jy /‘mergas/, pl. 
/‘meid3a1/ 

Magyar Hungarian ethnic group 
moj-or /‘mvd3a:(r)/ 


Commonly also anglicized to mag-yar. 


Mahabad city, Iran 
muh-hah-bahd / maha:'ba:d/ 
Mahabharata Sanskrit epic 
muh-hah-bah-ruh-tuh 
/ma,ha:'ba:rate/ 
maharaja (also maharajah) Indian 
prince 
mah-huh-rah-juh /,mazha'ra:d3a/ 
Maharashtra state, India 
mah-huh-rush-truh /,ma:zha'raStre/ 
Maharishi Hindu sage 
mah-huh-ree-shi /,ma:zha'ri:Si/ 
Mahathir bin Mohamad Malaysian 
statesman 
muh-hud-eer bin moh-ham-uhd 
/ma,hadta(r) bin ma‘hamad/ 
mahatma revered person 
muh-hat-muh /ma‘hatma/ 
Mahaweli river, Sri Lanka 
muh-hah-wel-i /ma’ha:weli/ 
Mahayana tradition of Buddhism 
mah-huh-yah-nuh /,mazha'ja:na/ 
mahdi spiritual leader or messiah 
mah-di /‘ma:di/ 


Established anglicization. For the Al-Mahdi 


Army (an Iraqi organization), we 
recommend makh-dee, a pronunciation 
closer to the Arabic. 


Mahfouz, Naguib Egyptian writer 
nag-eeb maf-ooz /na'gi:b ma'fu:z/ 

Mahilyow city, Belarus 
mab-hil-yoh / ma:hr'ljau/ 

mah-jong (also mah-jongg) Chinese 
game 
mah-jong /ma:'d30n/ 

Mahler, Gustav Austrian composer 
guust-af mah-luh(r) /, gustaf ‘ma:la(r)/ 


magnum opus | major-domo 


Mahmood, Mazher English 
investigative journalist 
maz-uhr muh-mood / maza(r) 
ma‘'mu:d/ 
mahogany timber 
muh-hog-uh-ni /ma‘hogani/ 
Mahon town, Spain 
mah-on /ma:'pn/ 
Maia Greek and Roman goddess 
my-uh /‘mata/ 
maieutic denoting the Socratic mode of 
enquiry 
may-yoo-tik /mer'ju:tik/ 
Maikop city, Russia 
my-kop /markpp/ 
Mailer, Norman American writer 
may-luhr /‘meila(r)/ 
maillot pair of tights 
my-yoh /mar'‘jau/ 
Maimonides Jewish philosopher 
my-mon-id-eez /mar'monidi:z/ 
Main river, Germany 
myn /main/ 
Mainz city, Germany 
mynts /maints/ 
maiolica earthenware 
my-ol-ik-uh /marplika/ 
mai tai cocktail 
my ty /'mai tat/ 
maitre d’hétel head waiter 
may-truh doh-tel /,meitra dau'tel/, 
French [metr dotel]} 


Often abbreviated to maitre d; pronounced 
may-truh dee. 


Maitreya Buddha of the future 
my-tray-uh /mar'treta/ 

majlis parliament in various countries 
maj-leess /mad3'li:s/ 

majolica earthenware made in imitation 
of Italian maiolica 
mubh-jol-i-kuh /ma‘d3plike/ 

Majorca island, Spain 
muh-yor-kuh /ma'jo:(r)ke/[ma'sorka] 
Established anglicization; the Spanish name 
is Mallorca, pronounced mal-yor-kuh (IPA 
above). We stopped recommending the 
anglicized pronunciation muh-jor-kuh in 
1973. 


major-domo chief steward 
may-juhr doh-moh /, merd3a(r) 
‘daumau/ 


majuscule | Malinke 


majuscule large lettering 
maj-uh-skyool /‘mad3eskju:]/ 
Makarios III Greek Cypriot archbishop 
and statesman 
muh-kar-i-oss /ma'ka:rins/ 
Makgadikgadi Pans salt pans in 
Botswana 
mag-uh-dee-guh-di /,mage'di:gedi/ 
Makhachkala capital of Dagestan 
makh-uhtch-kuh-lah / maxatfke'la:/ 
Makkah see Mecca 
mako shark 
mah-koh /'ma:kau/ 
Makybe Diva Australian champion 
racehorse 
muh-ky-bi dee-vuh /ma,katbi 'di:va/ 
Malabar Coast coast, India 
mal-uh-bar /‘maleba:(r)/ 
Malabo capital of Equatorial Guinea 
muh-lah-boh /ma'la:bau/ 
malacca cane 
muh-lak-uh /ma'laka/ 
Malachi book of the Bible 
mal-uh-ky /‘malaka1/ 
malachite bright green mineral 
mal-uh-kyt /‘malakait/ 
maladroit inept 
mal-uh-droyt /,mala'drait/ 
Malaga port, Spain 
mal-uh-guh /‘malaga/ 
Malagasy language spoken in 
Madagascar 
mal-uh-gass-i /,mala'gasi/ 
malaguefia Spanish dance 
mal-ag-ayn-yuh /,mala'gernja/ 
malaise feeling of unease 
mal-ayz /ma‘le1z/ 
Malamud, Bernard American novelist 
mal-uh-mud /‘malemad/ 
malamute breed of dog 
mal-uh-myoot /'malamju:t/ 
malapropism mistaken use of a word in 
place of a similar-sounding one 
mal-uh-prop-iz-uhm /‘malaprv,pizam/ 
malar relating to the cheek 
may-luhr /‘merla(r)/ 
Mailaren lake, Sweden 
may-luh-ruhn /‘merlaren/[‘me:laran] 
malarkey meaningless talk 
muh-lar-ki /ma‘la:(r)ki/ 
Malawi country 
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muh-lah-wi /ma'la:wi/ 
Malay people inhabiting Malaysia and 
Indonesia 
muh-lay /ma'ler/ 
Malayalam language 
mal-uh-yah-luhm /,male'ja:lem/ 
Malaysia country 
muh-lay-zhuh /ma'ler3a/ 
Also muh-lay-zi-uh. 


mal de mer seasickness 

mal duh mair /.mal da ‘me:(r)/ 
Maldives country 

mawl-deev /‘ma:ldi:v/ 


Less commonly also other pronunciations, 
such as mol-dyv and mawl-div. 


Maldivian native or of the Maldives 
mawl-div-i-uhn /mo:I'drvien/ 

Male capital of the Maldives 
mah-lay /‘ma:ler/ 

malefactor wrongdoer 
mal-uh-fakt-uhr /‘mala fakta(r)/ 

Malegaon city, India 
mah-luh-gown /'ma:legaun/ 

Malenkov, Georgi Russian statesman 
gyor-gi mal-uhn-kof /,gjo:(r)gi 
malan'kof/ 

Malevich, Kazimir Russian painter 
kaz-im-eer mal-yay-vitch /kazi,mia(r) 
ma'ljervitS/ 

malfeasance wrongdoing 
mal-feez-uhnss /mal'fi:zons/ 

Malherbe, Francois de French poet 
frah(ng)-swah duh mal-airb /fra,swa: 
da ma‘le:(r)b/ 

Mali country 
mah-li /‘ma:li/ 

Malibu resort, US; also a kind of 
surfboard 
mal-ib-00 /‘malibu:/ 

malignant evil in effect 
mub-lig-nuhnt /ma'lignant/ 

Malik, Zubeida BBC journalist 
zoo-bay-duh mal-ik /zu:,berda ‘maltk/ 

malinger pretend to be ill 
muh-ling-guhr /ma‘linga(r)/ 

Malin Head point, Republic of Ireland 
mal-in /‘malin/ 

Malinke African ethnic group 
mub-link-ay /ma‘linker/ 
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Malinowski, Bronistaw Polish 
anthropologist 
bron-eess-waf mal-in-of-ski 
/bro,ni:swaf mal'npfski/ 

mall large enclosed shopping area 
mal /mal/ 


Commonly also mawl or mol. The Mall in 
London is pronounced mal. 


Mallarmé, Stéphane French poet 
stay-fan mal-ar-may /ster,fan 
smala:(r)'me1/ 

Malle, Louis French film director 
twee mal / lwi: 'mal/ 

malleus pl. mallei bone in the middle ear 
mal-i-uhss, pl. mal-i-y /‘malies/, pl. 
/'maliat/ 

malm soft rock 
mahm /ma:m/ 

Malm port, Sweden 
mal-moe /‘malma:/ 

malmsey sweet wine 
mahm-zi /‘ma:mzi/ 

Malory, Thomas English writer 
mal-uh-ri /‘malori/ 

Malpighi, Marcello Italian 
microscopist 
mar-chel-oh mal-pee-gi /mar,tfelau 
mal'pi:gi/ 

Malplaquet battle site, France 
mal-pluh-kay /‘malple,ker/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Malraux, André French novelist and 
politician 
ah(ng)-dray mal-roh /a,drer mal'rau/ 

malt grain that has been steeped, 
germinated, and dried 
mawilt /moz:lt/ 


Commonly also molt. 


Malta country 
mawl-tuh /'‘ma:lta/ 

Malthus, Thomas English economist 
mal-thuhss /'maléas/ 


Malverns range of hills, England 
mawl-vuhrnz /‘mo:lva(r)nz/ 

Malvinas see Islas Malvinas 

malvoisie grape variety 
mal-vwaz-ee /malvwa'zi:/ 

Malvolio Shakespearean character 
mal-voh-li-oh /mal'vauliau/ 

mama (also mamma) one’s mother 
muh-mah /me'ma:/ 


Malinowski, Bronislaw | mandatory 


The pronunciation mam-uh is also possible, 
especially in AM and in children’s speech. 


mamba snake 
mam-buh /‘mambea/ 
Mameluke ruling military caste in 
Ottoman Egypt 
mam-uh-look /‘mamalu:k/ 
Mamet, David American dramatist 
mam-uht /‘mamoet/ 
Mammon wealth 
mam-uhn /‘mamen/ 
Mamoutzu capital of Mayotte 
mam-oot-soo /ma'mu:tsu:/ 
Managua capital of Nicaragua 
man-ag-wuh /ma'nagwa/ 
Manama capital of Bahrain 
muh-nah-muh /ma'na:mo/ 
maniana ‘tomorrow’ (Spanish) 
man-yah-nuh /man'ja:no/, [ma'nana] 
manat currency unit, Azerbaijan and 
Turkmenistan 
man-at /‘manat/ 
manatee sea cow 
man-uh-tee /‘manati:/ 
Manaus city, Brazil 
muh-nowss /me'naus/ 
Manche department, France 
mah(ng)sh /maf/ 
Manchuria region, China 
man-choor-i-uh /man'tfueria/ 
Mancini, Henry American composer 
man-see-ni /man'si:ni/ 
manciple person in charge of buying 
provisions 
man-sip-uhl /‘mansrpel/ 
Mancunian native or inhabitant of 
Manchester 
man-kyoo-ni-uhn /man'kjunien/ 
mandala circular symbol 
man-duh-luh /‘mandsla/ 
Mandalay port, Burma 
man-duh-lay /,mando'le1/ 
mandamus judicial writ 
man-day-muhss /man'dermas/ 
Mandaric¢, Milan Serbian-American 
businessman; owns Portsmouth FC 
mee-luhn man-duh-ritch /,mi:len 
‘manderitJ/ 
Mandarin form of Chinese 
man-duh-rin /‘manderin/ 
mandatory required by law 
man-duh-tuh-ri /‘mandateari/ 


Mande | manqué 


Mande African ethnic group 
man-day /‘mande1/ 

Mandela, Nelson Rolihlahla South 
African statesman 
roh-li-hlah-hluh man-del-uh 
/ravlija:te man‘dela/ 

Mandelbrot, Benoit Polish-French 
mathematician 
buhn-wah man-duhl-broht /ben,wa: 
‘mandalbraut/ 


His surname may be Gallicized to 
mah(ng)-duhl-broh, but this is less usual. 
Mandelbrot sets are almost always 
pronounced as we suggest. 


Mandeville, John English nobleman 
man-duh-vil /‘mandavil/ 
mandible jaw 
man-dib-uhl /‘mandibel/ 
Mandinka African ethnic group and 
language 
man-dink-uh /man'dinka/ 
mandir Hindu temple 
man-deer /‘mand1a(r)/ 
mandola musical instrument 
man-doh-luh /man'davle/ 
mandragora mandrake used as a 
narcotic 
man-drag-uh-ruh /man‘dragara/ 


However, there is a ballet of the same name 


by Szymanowski, for which the Polish 
pronunciation man-drag-orr-uh is 
appropriate; see POLISH panel. 


manége enclosed area in which horses 


and riders are trained 
man-ezh /ma'ne3/ 
Manet, Edouard French painter 
ay-dwar man-ay /e1d'wa:(r) ma'net/ 
Manetho ancient Egyptian priest 
man-eth-oh /ma‘nedau/ 
manga Japanese genre of cartoons, 
comic books, and animated films 
mang-guh /‘manga/ 
mangabey monkey 
mang-guh-bay /‘mangeber/ 
manganese chemical element 
mang-guh-neez /‘mangani:z/ 
mange skin disease 
maynj /meind3/ 
mangetout pea with an edible pod 
mah(ng)zh-too /ma3'tu:/ 
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mangonel military device for throwing 
missiles 
mang-guh-nuhl /‘mangenal/ 
mangosteen tropical fruit 
mang-guh-steen /‘mangasti:n/ 
maniacal wild 
muh-ny-uh-kuhl /ma'narakal/ 
Manicaland province, Zimbabwe 
muh-nee-kuh-land /ma‘ni:keland/ 
Manichaean (also Manichean) relating 
to a dualistic religious system 
man-ik-ee-uhn /,manr'ki:en/ 
manifold many and various 
man-if-old /‘manifauld/ 
Manila capital of the Philippines 
muh-nil-uh /ma‘nila/ 
Use this pronunciation also for manila (or 
manilla) ropes, envelopes, etc. 


manioc cassava 
man-i-ok /‘manivk/ 
Manipur state, India 
mun-i-poor /,mani'pua(r)/ 
Manitoba province, Canada 
man-it-oh-buh /,manr'taube/ 
manitou good or evil spirit 
man.-it-oo /‘manitu:/ 
Mannar island, Sri Lanka 
muh-nar /ma‘na:(r)/ 
Manneken Pis statue in Brussels 
man-uh-kuhn peess /,manekan 'pi:s/ 
mannequin dummy 
man-uh-kin /‘manakin/ 
Mannesmann German 
telecommunications company 
man-uhss-man /‘manesman/ 
Mannheim port, Germany 
man-hym /‘manharm/ 
mano-a-mano head-to-head 
man-oh uh man-oh /,manou a 
‘manau/ 
manoeuvre series of moves 
muh-noo-vuhr /ma'nu:va(r)/ 
manoir large French country house 
man-war /man'wa:(r)/ 
Manon Lescaut opera by Puccini 
man-o(ng) lesk-oh /ma‘ni le'skau/ 
manqué having failed to become what 
one might have been 
mah(ng)-kay /‘make1/ 
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Mansart, Francois French architect 
frah(ng)-swah mah(ng)-sar /fra,swa: 
ma'sa:(r)/ 

Mansell, Nigel English motor-racing 
driver 
man-suhl /‘mansol/ 

Mantegna, Andrea Italian painter 
and-ray-uh man-tayn-yuh /an,drera 
man'teinja/ 

Mantell, Gideon English geologist 
man-tel /man'tel/ 

mantilla lace scarf 
man-til-uh /man'‘tilo/ 

Mantoux test test for immunity to 
tuberculosis 
man-too /‘mantu:/ 

Mantua town, Italy 
mant-yoo-uh /‘mantjua/ 

Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Mantova, pronounced man-toh-va. 


Manu archetypal first man of Hindu 
mythology 
mun-oo /‘manu:/ 

Manueline architectural style 
man-yuu-ub-lin /‘manjualin/ 

manuka New Zealand tree 
mah-nuuk-uh /‘ma:nuka/ 

manumit release from slavery 
man-yoo-mit /,manju'mit/ 
manzanilla Spanish sherry 
man-zuh-nil-luh / manza‘nile/, 
{man@a'nifa] 
* Established anglicization. 

Manze, Andrew English violinist 
man-zi /‘manzi/ 

Manzoni, Alessandro Italian writer 
al-ess-and-roh mant-soh-ni 
fale,ssandrav man'tseuni/ 

Maori aboriginal people of New Zealand 
mow-ri /‘mauri/ 


A more authentic-sounding pronunciation, 
mah-ub-ri, is also used, especially in New 
Zealand. 


Maoritanga Maori culture 
mow-ri-tang-uh / mauri'tana/ 

Mao Zedong (also Mao Tse-tung) 
Chinese statesman 
mow dzuh duung /,mau dza ‘dun/ 

Mapanje, Jack Malawian poet 
muh-pan-ji /ma'pand3i/ 

Mappa Mundi 13th-century map of the 
world 


Mansart, Frangois | Marburg 


map-uh muun-di /,mapa 'mundi/ 
Maputo capital of Mozambique 
muh-poo-too /ma'pu:tu:/ 
maquette sculptor’s small preliminary 
model 
mak-et /ma’ket/ 
maquillage make-up 
mak-i-yahzh / maki'ja:3/ 
Maquis French resistance movement 
mak-ee /ma‘ki:/ 
maquisard member of the Maquis 
mak-i-zar /,maki'za:(r)/ 
marabou large stork 
marr-uh-boo /‘marabu:/ 
marabout Muslim holy man 
marr-uh-boot /‘marabu:t/ 
maraca percussion instrument 
muh-rak-uh /ma‘rako/ 
Maracaibo port and lake, Venezuela 
marr-uh-ky-boh /,mara'karbau/ 
Maradona, Diego Argentinian 
footballer 
di-ay-goh marr-uh-don-uh /di'ergau 
¢mara’dona/ 
marae courtyard of a Maori meeting 
house 
muh-ry /ma'rat/ 
maraging steel steel alloy 
mah-ray-jing /'ma:re1d31n/ 
Marais quarter of Paris 
marr-ay /ma'rel/ 
Maramba city, Zambia 
muh-ram-buh /ma'ramba/ 
Maran breed of chicken 
marr-uhn /‘maran/ 
Maranhio state, Brazil 
marr-uhn-yow(ng) /,mara'njau/ 
Marafion river, Peru 
marr-uhn-yon /,mara'njon/ 
maraschino liqueur made from cherries 
marr-uh-skee-noh / mare'ski:nou/ 
Marat, Jean Paul French revolutionary 
and journalist 
zhah(ng) pol marr-ah / 34 pol ma'ra:/ 
Marathi language 
muh-rah-ti /ma'ra:ti/ 
Marbella town, Spain 
mar-bay-uh /ma:(r)'bera/, [mar‘BeXa] 
Marburg city, Germany 
mar-buurk /'ma:(r)bu(r)k/ 


marcasite | marionette 


marcasite semi-precious stone 
mar-kuh-syt /‘ma:(r)kasait/ 
marcato musical term 
mar-kah-toh /ma:(r)‘ka:tau/ 
Marceau, Marcel French mime artist 
mar-sel mar-soh /ma:(r),sel 
ma:(r)'seu/ 
marchesa pl. marchese Italian 
marchioness 
mar-kay-zuh, pl. mar-kay-zay 
/ma:(r)'kerza/, p). /ma:(r)'kerze1/ 
marchese pl. marchesi Italian marquis 
mar-kay-zay, pl. mar-kay-zi 
/ma:(r)'kerzer/, pl. /ma:(r)'ke1zi/ 
marchioness wife or widow of a 
marquess 
mar-shuh-ness /,ma:(r)fa'nes/ 
Marciano, Rocky Italian-American 
boxer 
mar-si-ah-noh /,ma:(r)si'a:nau/ 


The Italian pronunciation of this surname is 
mar-chah-noh. 


Marconi, Guglielmo Italian electrical 
engineer 
gool-yel-moh mar-koh-ni /gu:l,jelmau 
ma:(r)'kauni/ 

Marco Polo Italian traveller 
mar-koh poh-loh /,ma:(r)kau 'paulau/ 

Marcos, Imelda Filipino political figure 
im-el-duh mar-koss /1,melda 
‘ma:(r)kps/ 

Mar del Plata port, Argentina 
mar del plah-tuh /,ma:(r) del 'pla:ta/ 

Mardi Gras carnival held on Shrove 
Tuesday 
mar-di grah /,ma:(r)di ‘gra:/ 

Marduk Babylonian god 
mar-duuk /‘ma:(r)duk/ 

mare pl. maria plain on the surface of the 
moon 
mar-ay, pl. mar-i-uh /'ma:(r)e1/, pl. 
/'ma:ria/ 

Marfan’s syndrome hereditary 
disorder 
mar-fah(ng)z /'ma:(r)faz/ 

margarine butter substitute 
mar-juh-reen /,ma:(r)d3a'ri:n/ 


The older pronunciation mar-guh-reen is 
almost never used today. 


margarita cocktail 
mar-guh-ree-tuh /,ma:(r)ga'ri:ta/ 
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marginalia notes written in the margins 
of a text 
mar-ji-nay-li-ub /,ma:(r)d3r'neilia/ 
Margolyes, Miriam English actress 
mar-guh-leez /'ma:(r)gali:z/ 
Margrethe II queen of Denmark 
mar-gray-tuh /ma:(r)'greito/ 
marguerite ox-eye daisy 
mar-guh-reet /,ma:(r)ga’ri:t/ 
Mari Russian ethnic group 
mar-ee /'ma:ri:/ 
mariachi Mexican folk music 
marr-i-ah-chi /,mari‘a:tJi/ 
mariage blanc unconsummated 
marriage 
marr-i-ahzh blah(ng) /,marta:3 ‘bla/ 
Marian relating to the Virgin Mary 
marr-i-uhn /‘marien/ 
Our research indicates that this 


pronunciation is more common among 
priests, although mair-i-uhn is also used. 


Marianas islands and deep-sea trench in 
the western Pacific 
marr-i-an-uhz /,mari‘anaz/ 

Maria Theresa former archduchess of 
Austria 
muh-ree-uh tuh-ray-zuh /ma,ri:a 
ta'reiza/ 

Maribor city, Slovenia 
marr-ib-or /‘martbo:(r)/ 

Marie Antoinette former French 
queen, wife of Louis XVI 
marr-i ah(ng)-twan-et /,mari 
,Dtwa'net/ 

Marie Byrd Land region of Antarctica 
mar-i burd / ma:ri 'ba:(r)d/ 

Marie de Médicis former French queen 
muh-ree duh may-di-seess /ma,ri: da 
meidi'si:s/ 

Mari El autonomous republic, Russia 
mar-ee el / ma:ri: ‘el/ 

marijuana (also marihuana) cannabis 
marr-i-wah-nuh /,mari'wa:na/ 

marimba musical instrument 
muh-rim-buh /mea'rimba/ 

Marinetti, Filippo Italian poet and 
dramatist 
fil-ee-poh marr-i-net-i /f1,lizpau 
¢mari'neti/ 

marionette string puppet 
marr-i-uh-net / maria‘net/ 
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Marischal College part of Aberdeen 
University 
mar-shuhl /‘ma:(r)fal/ 

Maris Piper variety of potato 
marr-iss /‘marts/ 

Marist member of Roman Catholic order 
the Society of Mary 
mar-ist /‘ma:rist/ 


This is the order's preferred pronunciation, 
although mair-ist and marr-ist are also 
heard. 


Maritsa river, Europe 
muh-rit-suh /ma'ritsa/ 
Mariupol port, Ukraine 
marr-i-oo-pol /,mari'u:pol/ 
marjoram herb 
mar-juh-ruhm /‘ma:(r)d3aram/ 
Markaryan, Andranik Armenian 
statesman 
and-ruh-neek mar-kuhr-yahn 
/andra,ni:k ma:(r)ka(r)'ja:n/ 
Markiewicz, Constance Irish 
politician; first woman elected as an MP 
mar-kiv-itch /'ma:(r)kivitS/ 


Established anglicization of her surname; 


the Polish pronunciation is 
mar-kyev-eetch. 


Markova, Alicia English ballet dancer 
uh-leess-i-uh mar-koh-vuh /ali:sia 
ma:(r)'kauva/ 

Markov model statistical model 
mar-kof /‘ma:(r)kof/ 

Marlborough, Duke of British general 
mawl-buh-ruh /'mo:lbare/ 

However, Marlborough in New Zealand and 


in Zimbabwe, and the cigarette brand 
Marlhoro, are pronounced marl-buh-ruh. 


Marischal College | Martenot, Maurice 


mar-muht /‘ma:(r)mat/ 
Marne river, France 
marn /ma:(r)n/ 
marque make of car 
mark /ma:(r)k/ 
marquee large tent 
mar-kee /ma:(r)'ki:/ 
Marquesas Islands islands, French 
Polynesia 
mar-kay-suhss /ma:(r)’ketsas/ 


However, the Marquesas Keys in Florida are 
pronounced mar-keez-uhss. 


marquess (also marquis) nobleman 
mar-kwiss /‘ma:(r)kwis/ 
marquetry inlaid work 
mar-kuh-tri /‘ma:(r)katri/ 
Marquette, Jacques French missionary 


and explorer 

zhahk mar-ket /,30:k ma:(r)'ket/ 
marquise wife or widow of a marquis 

mar-keez /ma:(r)'ki:z/ 

Marrakesh (also Marrakech) city, 
Morocco 
marr-uh-kesh /, mara'keJ/ 

Marryat, Frederick English novelist 
marr-i-uht /‘mariat/ 

Marsala dessert wine produced in Sicily 
mar-sah-luh /ma:(r)'sa:la/ 

Marsalis, Wynton American trumpeter 
win-tuhn mar-sah-liss /,;winten 
ma:(r)'sa:lis/ 

Marseillaise French national anthem 
mar-say-yayz /,ma:(r)ser'je1z/ 

Marseilles city, France 
mar-say /ma:(r)'se1/ 


marline light rope 
mar-lin /‘ma:(r)lm/ 
Marmara, Sea of sea, Turkey 
mar-muh-ruh /‘ma:(r)mara/ 
Marmite trademark savoury spread 
mar-myt /‘ma:(r)mait/ 
marmite earthenware cooking container 
mar-meet /ma:(r)'mi:t/ 
marmoreal made of or compared to 
marble 
mar-maw-ri-uhl /ma:(r)'mo:rial/ 
marmoset monkey 
mar-muh-zet /'ma:(r)mazet/ 
marmot rodent 


The French spelling is Marseille. An older 
anglicized pronunciation of the English 
spelling, mar-saylz, is rarely heard now. 


Marsyas Greek mythological character 
mar-si-uhss /‘ma:(r)sias/ 
Martaban, Gulf of part of the Indian 
Ocean 
mar-tuh-bahn /,ma:(r)ta‘ba:n/ 
Martello small circular fort 
mar-tel-oh /ma:(r)'telau/ 
Martenot, Maurice French pianist and 
inventor 
morr-eess mar-tuh-noh /mp,ri:s 
ma:(r)ta’nao/ 


Martial | mastodon 


This pronunciation is also correct for the 
musical instrument he invented, the 
ondes-martenot. 


Martial Roman epigrammatist 
mar-shuhl /‘ma:(r)fal/ 

Martineau, Harriet English writer 
mar-tin-oh /‘ma:(r)tineu/ 

martinet person who demands complete 
obedience 
mar-tin-et /,ma:(r)tr'net/ 

Martinique island, Caribbean 
mar-tin-eek /.ma:(r)ti'ni:k/ 

Maruts Hindu mythological characters 
murr-uuts /‘maruts/ 

Marvell, Andrew English metaphysical 

oet 

mar-vuhl /‘ma:(r)val/ 

Maryland state, US 
mair-i-luhnd /'me:riland/ 
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mayss-feeld /‘meisfi:ld/ 
Maseru capital of Lesotho 
muh-sair-oo /me'se:ru:/ 
Mashal, Khaled (also Meshal!) 
Palestinian statesman 
khah-luhd muh-shal /,xa:lad ma'fal/ 
Mashhad (also Meshed) city, Iran 
mash-had /maf‘had/ 
Mashona African ethnic group 
muh-shon-uh /mo'sona/ 
masjid mosque 
muss-jid /‘masd31d/ 
masquerade pretence 
mask-uh-rayd /,masko'reid/ 
Massachusetts state, US 
mass-uh-choo-suhts /,masa'tSu:sets/ 
massage rubbing of the body with the 
hands 
mass-ahzh /'masa:3/ 


This is the usual BR pronunciation. AM is 
often also merr-i-luhnd or marr-i-luhnd. 


Marylebone district of London 
marr-uh-luh-buhn /'‘maralaban/ 


Sometimes also marl-uh-buhn. 


Masaccio Italian painter 
maz-ah-choh /ma'za:tfau/ 

Masada architectural ruins, Israel 
muh-sah-duh /mea‘sa:da/ 

Masai (also Maasai) Kenyan ethnic 
group 
mah-sy /ma:'sa1/ 

masala mixture of spices 
muh-sah-luh /mea'sa:le/ 

Masaryk, Tomas Czechoslovak 
statesman 
tom-ahsh mass-arr-ik /,toma:S 
‘masarik/ 

Masbate island, Philippines 
mass-bah-ti /mas'ba:ti/ 

Mascagni, Pietro Italian composer and 
conductor 
pyay-troh mask-ahn-yi / pjeitrau 
ma'ska:nji/ 

Mascarenes group of islands, Indian 
Ocean 
mask-uh-reenz / maska'ri:nz/ 

mascarpone cream cheese 
mass-kuhr-poh-nay 
/,maska(r)'paonel/ 

Masefield, John English poet and 
novelist 


Commonly also muh-sahzh. 


massasauga rattlesnake 
mass-uh-saw-guh /,masa‘so:ga/ 
Massawa port, Eritrea; also called 
Mitsiwa 
muh-sah-wuh /ma'sa:wa/ 
masseter cheek muscle 
mass-ee-tuhr /ma’si:ta(r)/ 
masseur person who provides massage 
professionally 
mass-ur /ma'sa:(r)/ 
masseuse female masseur 
mass-u(r)z /ma'sa:z/ 
AM is mass-ooss. 


Massif Central mountainous plateau, 
France 
mass-eef sah(ng)-tral /,ma,si:f sd’tral/ 
Massine, Léonide Russian-French 
choreographer 
lay-on-eed mass-een /le1p,ni:d 
ma’sizn/ 
Massinger, Philip English dramatist 
mass-in-juhr /‘masind3a(r)/ 
Masson, André French artist 
ah(ng)-dray mass-o(ng) /a,drer ‘mas3/ 
mastaba ancient Egyptian tomb 
mast-uh-buh /‘mastaba/ 
mastectomy surgical operation to 
remove a breast 
mast-ek-tuh-mi /ma'stektami/ 
mastodon large extinct mammal 
mast-uh-don /‘mastadon/ 
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Mastroianni, Marcello Italian actor 
mar-chel-oh mast-ruh-yan-i 
/ma:(r),tfelao mastra'jani/ 

Masuria region, Poland 
muh-zoor-i-uh /ma'zuaria/ 

Matabele African ethnic group 
mat-uh-bee-li /,mata'bi:li/ 

Mata Hari Dutch dancer and secret 
agent 
mat-uh hah-ri /,mata ‘ha:ri/ 

Mataram town, Indonesia 
mut-uh-rahm /mata'ra:m/ 

Mataskelekele, Kalkot Vanuatuan 
statesman 
kal-kot mat-uh-skel-uh-kay-iuh 
/kal kot ,mateaskele'kerla/ 

maté bitter infusion 
mat-ay /‘mater/ 

matelot sailor 
mat-loh /‘matlau/ 

mater ‘mother’ (dated) 
may-tuhr /‘meita(r)/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

mater dolorosa Virgin Mary sorrowing 
for the death of Christ 
mah-tuhr dol-uh-roh-suh /,ma:ta 
dola'rausa/ 

materfamilias female head of a family 
may-tuhr-fuh-mil-i-ass 
/,merta(r)fe'milias/ 

materia medica body of remedial 
substances used in medicine 
muh-teer-i-uh med-ik-uh /ma,tiaria 
‘medika/ 

Mathura city, India 
mut-oor-uh /‘matuara/ 

matinee afternoon performance 
mat-in-ay /‘matiner/ 

Matisse, Henri French artist 
ah(ng)-ree mat-eess /d,ri: ma'ti:s/ 

Mato Grosso region, Brazil 
mat-oo gross-oo /,matu: 'grpsu:/ 

matriarch female head of a family 
may-tri-ark /‘mettria:(r)k/ 

matriculate be enrolled at a university 
muh-trik-yuul-ayt /me'trikjulert/ 

matrimony state of being married 
mat-rim-uh-ni /*matrimeani/ 

matronymic name derived from a 
mother or female ancestor 
mat-ruh-nim-ik /,matra'nmmik/ 

matryoshka pl. matryoshki Russian doll 


Mastroianni, Marcello | Maupassant, Guy de 


muht-ri-osh-kuh, pl. muht-ri-osh-ki 
/ metri'pfka/, pl. /-ki/ 

matsuri Shinto festival 
mat-soo-ri /mat'su:ri/ 

Matsuyama city, Japan 
mat-suu-yah-muh /,matso'ja:ma/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

Mattel American toy manufacturers 
muh-tel /ma'tel/ 

Matterhorn mountain, Switzerland 
mat-uhr-horn /‘mata(ryho:(r)n/ 

Matthau, Walter American actor 
mat-ow /‘matau/ 

Matthias, St apostle 
muh-thy-uhss /me'8atas/ 

Maturin, Charles Irish novelist 
mat-yoor-in /‘matjuerin/ 

matutinal occurring in the morning 
mat-yoo-ty-nuhl / matju'tamal/ 
Also muh-tyoo-tin-uhl. 


matzo (also matzoh or matzah) 
unleavened biscuit, traditionally eaten by 
Jews during Passover 
mot-suh /‘mptsa/ 
Can also be pronounced mut-suh or, 
influenced by the spelling, mat-soh. 


mauby West Indian drink 
moh-bi /‘maubi/ 

maudlin self-pityingly sentimental 
mawd-lin /‘mo:dlin/ 

Maugham, Somerset British novelist 
mawm /mo:m/ 

Maui island, Hawaii 
mow-i /‘maui/ 

Mau Mau African secret society 
mow mow /'mau mau/ 


Mauna Kea volcano, Hawaii 
mow-nuh kay-uh /,mauna ‘keto/ 

Mauna Loa volcano, Hawaii 
mow-nuh loh-uh /,mauna 'laua/ 

Maunganui mountain, New Zealand 
mong-uh-noo-i /moye'nu:i/ 

Maundy Thursday Thursday before 
Easter 
mawn-di /'mo:ndi/ 

Maupassant, Guy de French writer 
gee duh moh-pass-ah(ng) / gi: da 
maupa'sd/ 


Maupin, Armistead | meatus 


Maupin, Armistead American writer 
ar-mist-ed maw-pin /,a:(r)misted 
‘mo:pin/ 

Mauresmo, Amélie French tennis 
player 
am-ay-lee maw-rez-moh /amei li: 
mo:rez'mau/ 

Mauriac, Francois French novelist 
frah(ng)-swah morr-i-ak /fra,swa: 
mori'ak/ 

Mauritania African country 
morr-it-ay-ni-uh /,mort'temta/ 

Mauritius island country 
muh-rish-uhss /ma'rifas/ 

Maury, Matthew American 
oceanographer 
maw-ri /‘mo:ri/ 

Maurya ancient Indian dynasty 
mow-ri-uh /‘maurio/ 

Mauser trademark make of firearm 
mow-zuhr /‘mauza(r)/ 

mausoleum building housing a tomb or 
tombs 
maw-suh-lee-uhm /,moa:sa'‘liam/ 

mauve pale purple colour 
mohv /mauv/ 

maven expert 
may-vuhn /‘meiven/ 

Ma Vlast symphonic poem by Smetana 
mah vlast /,ma: ‘vlast/ 

maxilla p!. maxillae jaw 
mak-sil-luh, pl. mak-sil-lee /mak‘stla/, 
pl. /-li:/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

maxixe Brazilian dance 
muh-shee-shuh /ma'fi:fa/ 

Maya Central American ethnic group 
my-uh /‘mata/ 

maya Hindu supernatural power 
mah-yuh /‘mazja/ 

Mayakovsky, Vladimir Georgian poet 
and dramatist 
vluh-dee-meer my-uh-kof-ski 
/ mate'kofski/ 

Mayan family of Central American 
languages 
my-uhn /‘matan/ 

Maynooth town, Republic of Ireland 
may-nooth /mer'nu:6/ 

mayoral relating to the office of mayor 
mair-uhl /‘me:ral/ 

Mayotte island, Indian Ocean 
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mah-yot /ma:'jot/ 

Mayr, Ernst Walter German-American 
zoologist 
airnst val-tuhr myr /,e:(r)nst ,valta(r) 
‘mara(r)/ 

Mazar-e-Sharif city, Afghanistan 
muh-zar-esh-uh-reef /ma,za:refa'ri:f/ 

Mazarin, Jules Italian-French 
statesman 
zhuel maz-arr-a(ng) /,3yl maza'ré/ 

mazarine blue butterfly 
maz-uh-reen /‘mazari:n/ 

Mazatlan port, Mexico 
mass-at-lan /,masat'lan/ 

Mazdaism Zoroastrianism 
maz-duh-iz-uhm /‘mazda,1zam/ 

mazdoor Indian labourer 
muz-door /maz‘dua(r)/ 

maze] tov ‘congratulations’ (Hebrew) 
maz-uhl tof /‘mazal ,tof/ 

mazer wooden drinking bowl 
may-zuhr /‘meiza(r)/ 

mazurka Polish dance 
muh-zur-kuh /ma'za:(r)ka/ 

Mazzini, Giuseppe Italian nationalist 
leader 
juuz-ep-ay mat-see-ni /d3u,zeper 
mat'si:ni/ 

Mbabane capital of Swaziland 
uhm-bab-ah-ni /, amba'ba:ni/ 

mbagqanga South African popular music 
style 
uhm-bak-ang-guh /,amba'kangoa/ 

Mbeki, Thabo South African statesman 
tah-boh uhm-bek-i /,ta:bau am'bek1/ 

mbira thumb piano 
uhm-beer-uh /am'biara/ 

Mbundu African ethnic group 
uhm-buun-doo /am'bundu:/ 

Mbuti African ethnic group 
uhm-boo-ti /am’bu:ti/ 

mea culpa acknowledgement of one’s 
error 
may-uh kuul-puh /,meta ‘kulpa/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

meander follow a winding course 
mi-and-uhr /mi‘anda(r)/ 

Meath county, Republic of Ireland 
meeth /mi:6/ 

meatus passage leading to the interior of 
the body 
mi-ay-tuhss /mi'eitas/ 
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mebos fruit preserve 
mee-boss /‘mi:bos/ 
Mebyon Kernow Cornish nationalist 
political party 
meb-i-on kur-noh /,mebinn ‘ka:(r)nau/ 
Mecca (also Makkah) city, Saudi Arabia 
mek-uh /‘meka/ 


Established anglicization. Sometimes also 
mak-uh, a more Arabic-sounding 
pronunciation. 


Meccano trademark construction toy 
muh-kah-noh /ma‘ka:nau/ 

Mechelen city, Belgium 
mekh-uh-luhn /‘mexalan/ 

Mechlin type of lace 
mek-lin /‘meklin/ 

Mecklenburg former state, Germany 
mek-luhn-burg /‘meklanba:(r)g/, 
{'meklenburk] 

* Established anglicization. 
meconium faeces of a newborn infant 

mi-koh-ni-uhm /mi'kauniom/ 
meconopsis poppy 

mek-uh-nop-siss /:meka'nnpsis/ 
médaillon round cut of meat or fish 

may-dy-yo(ng) /,merdarja/ 

Medan city, Indonesia 
may-dun /‘meidan/ 

Medau rhythmical exercise 
may-dow /‘merdau/ 

Medawar, Peter English immunologist 
med-uh-wuhr /'medewa(r)/ 

Medb Irish mythological queen 
mayv /meiv/ 

Medea Greek mythological figure 
muh-dee-uh /ma’di:a/ 

Médecins sans Frontiéres 
international charity 
med-sa(ng) sah(ng) fro(ng)t-yair 
/ medsé sa frd'tje(r)/ 

Medellin city, Colombia 
med-el-yeen / medel'ji:n/, [mede' Ain] 

Media ancient region of Asia 
mee-di-uh /'mi:dia/ 

medicament substance used for medical 
treatment 
muh-dik-uh-muhnt /ma‘dikamant/ 

Medicean relating to the Medici family 
med-i-chee-uhn / medi'tfi:an/ 

Medici powerful Italian family 
med-itch-i /‘meditJi/, {'‘me:ditfi] 


mebos | megrim 


Established anglicization. Another 
anglicization, med-ee-chi, is seen as less 
correct. 


medieval (also mediaeval) relating to 
the Middle Ages 
med-i-eev-uhl / medi‘i:val/ 

Medina city, Saudi Arabia; also the name 
for the old walled part of a North African 
town 
med-ee-nuh /me'di:na/ 

mediocre of average quality 
mee-di-ohk-uhr / mi:di’auka(r)/ 

meditative relating to meditation 
med-it-uh-tiv /‘medi,tativ/ 

Mediterranean sea, Europe 
med-it-uh-ray-ni-uhn 
/, medita'remnian/ 

Médoc red wine 
may-dok /mer'dok/ 

medulla oblongata part of the 
brainstem 
muh-dul-uh ob-long-gah-tuh 
/ma,dalo ,vblon'ga:ta/ 

Medusa Greek mythological character 
muh-dyoo-zuh /mea'dju:za/ 

Other pronunciations such as muh-doo-suh 
are also used. 


meerkat mongoose 
meer-kat /‘mia(r)kat/ 
meerschaum white clay-like material 
meer-showm /‘mia(r)sfaum/ 
Meerut city, India 
meer-uht /‘miarat/ 
mefloquine antimalarial drug 
mef-luh-kween /'meflakwi:n/ 
megalopolis very large city 
meg-uh-lop-uh-liss / mega'lopalis/ 
megalosaurus dinosaur 
meg-uh-loh-saw-ruhss 
/, megalau'sa:ras/ 
Meghalaya state, India 
may-gah-luh-yuh /mer‘ga:laja/ 
Megiddo ancient city, Palestine 
muh-gid-oh /ma'gidau/ 
Megillah book of Hebrew scriptures 
mub-gil-uh /ma‘gila/ 
megilp mixture added to oi! paints 
muh-gilp /ma‘gilp/ 
megrim fish 
mee-grim /‘mi:grim/ 


Meiji Tenno | Memphis 


Meiji Tenno former emperor of Japan 
may-ji ten-oh /,merd3i 'tenau/ 

meiosis pl. meioses type of cell division 
my-oh-siss, pl. my-oh-seez /mar'ausis/, 
pl. /-si:z/ 

Meir, Golda Israeli stateswoman 
gol-duh may-eer /,gplda mer'1a(r)/ 

Meirelles, Fernando Brazilian film 
director 


fair-nan-doo may-rel-ish /fe:(r) nandu: 


mer'relif/ 
Meirionnydd district, Wales 
mair-i-on-uhth /me:ri'pned/ 
Meissen city, Germany; also a type of 
porcelain 
my-suhn /‘maisen/ 
Meissner effect magnetic flux 
myss-nuhr /‘marsna(r)/ 
Meistersinger member of a guild of 
German lyric poets 
my-stuhr-zing-uhr /‘matsta(r)zina(r)/ 
Meitner, Lise Austrian-Swedish 
physicist 
lee-zuh myt-nuhr /,li:za ‘maitna(r)/ 
meitnerium chemical element 
myt-neer-i-uhm /mait'niariom/ 
Meiwes, Armin German cannibal 
ar-meen my-vuhss /,a:(r)mi:n 'marvas/ 
Mekele city, Ethiopia 
muh-kay-li /ma'kerli/ 
Meknés city, Morocco 
mek-ness /mek'nes/ 
Mekong river, Asia 
mee-kong /mi:'kon/ 
mela Hindu fair or festival 
may-luh /'‘merla/ 
Melaka state, Malaysia 
mub-lak-uh /ma'‘laka/ 
melamine compound used in making 
plastics 
mel-uh-meen /‘melemi:n/ 
melancholia sadness 
mel-uhn-koh-li-uh /,melon‘kavlia/ 
Melanchthon, Philipp German 
Protestant reformer 
fil-ip mel-ank-thon / flip me'lank@on/ 
Melanesia region of the western Pacific 
mel-uh-nee-zhuh /,mela'ni:3a/ 
melange varied mixture 
may-lo(ng)zh /mer'li3/ 
melanin pigment 
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mel-uh-nin /‘melonm/ 
melanoma tumour 
mel-uh-noh-muh / mele'naome/ 
melatonin hormone 
mel-uh-toh-nin /,mela'taunin/ 
Melbourne city, Australia 
mel-buhrn /‘melba(r)n/ 
Melchior traditional name of one of the 
Magi 
mel-ki-or /'‘melkio:(r)/ 
Melchizedek biblical character 
mel-kiz-uh-dek /mel'kizedek/ 
Meleager Greek poet 
mel-i-ay-guhr / meli'erga(r)/ 
melee confused fight 
mel-ay /‘mele1/ 
Melilla Spanish enclave in Morocco 
mel-ee-yuh /me'li:ja/ 
melisma pl. melismata group of notes 
sung to one syllable of text 
muh-liz-muh, pl. muh-liz-muh-tuh 
/ma'lizma/, pl. /-mata/ 
Melkite Orthodox Christian 
mel-kyt /‘melkait/ 
mellifluous pleasingly smooth and 
musical to hear 
mel-if-loo-uhsss /me'liflues/ 
Mellon, Andrew American financier 
and philanthropist 
mel-uhn /‘melon/ 
Melos see Milos 
Melpomene Greek mythological 
character 
mel-pom-uh-ni /mel'ppmeni/ 
meltemi Mediterranean wind 
mel-tem-i /mel'temi/ 
Melua, Katie Georgian-born singer 
mel-oo-uh /‘melue/ 
membrum virile man’s penis 
memb-ruhm virr-ee-ti /,;membram 
vi'ri:li/ 
meme element of a culture passed from 
one individual to another 
meem /mi:m/ 
memento mori reminder of the 
inevitability of death 
mem-en-toh maw-ri /me,menteo 
‘mo:ri/ 
Memphis ancient city, Egypt; also 
city, US 
mem-fiss /‘memfts/ 
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memsahib Indian term of address for a 
married white woman 
mem-sahb /‘memsa:b/ 


Sometimes also mem-sah-hib. 


ménage a trois arrangement in which 
three people live together 
may-nahzh ah trwah /mer1,na:3 a: 
‘trwa:/ 

menagerie collection of wild animals 
muh-naj-uh-ri /ma'nadgari/ 

Menai Strait sea channel, Wales 
men-y /‘menal/ 

Menander Greek dramatist 
muh-nan-duhr /ma'nanda(r)/ 

Menapian relating to a glaciation in 
northern Europe 
muh-nap-i-uhn /ma‘napien/ 

menaquinone one of the K vitamins 
men-uh-kwin-ohn / mena‘kwinaun/ 

menarche onset of menstruation 
men-ark-i /me'na:(r)ki/ 

Mencius Chinese philosopher; also 
called Meng-tzu 
men-si-uhss /‘mensias/ 

Mencken, H. L. American journalist 
menk-uhn /‘menken/ 

Mendel, Gregor Moravian monk, the 
father of genetics 
greg-or men-duhl /,grego:(r) '‘mendal/ 
The term Mendelian, referring to his theory, 
is usually pronounced men-deel-i-uhn. 


Mendeleev, Dmitri Russian chemist 
duh-meet-ri men-duhl-yay-uhf 
/da,mi:tri ,menda‘ljetaf/ 

mendelevium chemical element 
men-duh-lee-vi-uhm /,menda'li:viem/ 

Mendelssohn, Felix German composer 
and pianist 
fay-liks men-duhl-suhn /,fetlrks 
‘mendalsan/, ('mendalszo:n] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Menderes river, Turkey 
men-duh-ress /'mends,res/ 

Mendes, Sam English film director 
men-dez /‘mendez/ 

Mendoza city, Argentina 
men-doh-zuh /men‘davza/, Spanish 
{men‘dosa] 

* Established anglicization. 

Mendoza, Antonio de Spanish 

colonial administrator 


memsahib | Mennonite 


an-tohn-yoh day men-doh-thuh 
/an,taonjau der men'dau8a/ 


Menelaus Greek mythological character 
men-uh-lay-uhss / mene'leras/ 

Menelik (also Menelek) Ethiopian king 
men-uh-lek /.mena'lek/ 


Menes Egyptian pharaoh 
mee-neez /‘mi:ni:z/ 

Menezes, Jean Charles de see de 
Menezes 


Mengele, Josef German Nazi war 
criminal 
yoh-zuhf meng-uh-luh / jouzaf 
'menalo/ 
Meng-tzu Chinese philosopher; also 
called Mencius 
mung-tsoo /man'tsu:/ 
menhaden fish 
men-hay-duhn /men‘heidan/ 


menhir upright stone 
men-heer /‘menhia(r)/ 


menial not requiring much skill 
mee-ni-uhl /‘mi:nial/ 

Ménieére’s disease medical condition 
men-yairz /men’je:(r)z/ 

meninges sing. meninx membranes 
lining the skull 
muh-nin-jeez, sing. mee-ninks 
/ma'nind3i:2/, sing. /‘mi:zninks/ 

meningitis disease in which there is 
inflammation of the meninges 
men-in-jy-tiss /menm'd3aitis/ 

meningococcus pl. meningococci 
bacterium involved in some forms of 
meningitis 
muh-ning-goh-kok-uhlss, pl. 
muh-ning-goh-kok-y 
/ma,ningau'kokas/, pl. /-"koka1/ 


The plural form -cocci is sometimes also 
-kok-sy; see LATIN panel. 


meniscus pl. menisci curved upper 
surtace of a liquid in a tube 
mub-nisk-uhss, pl. muh-niss-y 
/ma'niskas/, pl. /-sai/ 

Menkes, Suzy Australian newspaper 
editor 
menk-uhss /‘menkas/ 


Mennonite member of a Protestant sect 
men-uh-nyt /‘menenait/ 


menologion | merguez 


menologion calendar of the Greek 
Orthodox Church 
men-oh-log-i-on /,menau'logivn/ 

meno mosso musical term 
men-oh moss-oh /,menau 'mpsau/ 

menorah Jewish candelabrum 
muh-naw-ruh /ma‘no:ra/ 
menorrhagia abnormally heavy 
bleeding at menstruation 
men-uh-ray-ji-uh /,mene'reid3ia/ 
menorrhoea flow of blood at 
menstruation 
men-uh-ree-uh /,mena'ri:a/ 
menses discharge from the uterus at 
menstruation 
men-seez /‘mensi:z/ 

Menshevik member of the moderate 
non-Leninist wing of the Russian Social 
Democratic Workers’ Party 
men-shuh-vik /‘menfavik/ 

mens rea knowledge of wrongdoing that 
constitutes part of a crime 
menz ree-uh /,menz 'ri:a/ 

* See LATIN panel. 

mensural involving measuring 
men-shuh-ruhl /‘menfaral/ 

Menuhin, Yehudi American-British 
violinist 
yuh-hoo-di men-yuu-in /ya‘hu:di 
‘menjuin/ 

Menzies, Robert Gordon Australian 
statesman 
men-ziz /'‘menziz/ 


This name can be pronounced either as 
above or as ming-iss. The latter 
pronunciation is traditional in most parts of 
Scotland; see JOHN MENZIES and CAMPBELL, 
MENZIES. 


Meo Asian ethnic group; also called Miao 
or Hmong 
mi-oh /mi'au/ 

Mephistopheles mythological demon 
mef-ist-of-uh-leez /,mefis'tpfali:z/ 

Mephistophelian (also 
Mephistophelean) wicked 
mef-ist-uh-fee-li-uhn / mefista'fi:lian/ 
Less commonly also mub-fist-uh-fee-li-uhn 
or mef-ist-of-uh-lee-uhn. 


Mercalli scale scale for expressing the 
local intensity of an earthquake 
muhr-kal-i /ma(r)'kali/ 

mercantile relating to trade 
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mur-kuhn-tyl /‘ma:(r)kentan/ 
Mercator, Gerardus Flemish 
cartographer 
juh-rard-uhss mur-kay-tuhr 
/d3a,ra:(r)das ma:(r)’keita(r)/ 
Merced city, US 
muhr-sed /ma(r)‘sed/ 
Mercedes Benz trademark German car 
manufacturers 
muhr-say-deez benz /ma(r),seidi:z 
‘benz/, [mer,tse:des ‘bents] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Merchant, Ismail Indian film producer 
iss-myl! mur-chuhnt /1s,mail 
‘ma:(r)tfant/ 
Mercia former kingdom of central 
England 
mur-si-uh /'‘ma:(r)sie/ 
Merckx, Eddy Belgian cyclist 
ed-i mairks / edi 'me:(r)ks/ 
Mercosur customs union between 
Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay, and 
Uruguay 
mair-koh-soor /'me:(r)kausua(r)/ 
Mercouri, Melina Greek actress and 
politician 
muh-lee-nuh muhr-koor-i /ma,lina 
ma(r)'kuari/ 
mercurial subject to unpredictable 
changes of mood 
mur-kyoor-i-uhl /ma:(r)'kjuarial/ 
merde ‘shit’ (French) 
maird /me:(r)d/ 
mere Maori war club 
merr-i /‘meri/ 
Meredith, George English novelist and 
poet 
merr-uh-dith /‘meradi6/ 
However, the usual Welsh pronunciation of 
this surname is muh-red-ith. 


merengue style of dance music 
merr-eng-gay /me'renge1/ 
mereology philosophical study 
merr-i-ol-uh-ji /,mert'pled3i/ 
meretricious attractive but having no 
real value 
merr-uh-trish-uhss /,merea'trifas/ 
merganser diving duck 
mur-gan-suhr /ma:(r)'gansa(r)/ 
merguez spicy beef and lamb sausage 
mur-gez /ma:(r)'gez/ 
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Mérida city, Spain 
mair-id-uh /‘me:rida/, [‘merida] 
* Established anglicization. 
meridian circle of constant longitude 
muh-rid-i-uhn /mea'ridian/ 
meridional in the south 
muh-rid-i-uh-nuhl /ma'ridianal/ 
meringue baked sugar and egg whites 
muh-rang /ma'ran/ 
merino breed of sheep 
muh-ree-noh /ma'ri:nau/ 
meritocracy government by people 
selected according to merit 
merr-it-ok-ruh-si /,meri'tokrasi/ 
meritorious deserving reward or praise 
merr-it-aw-ri-uhss /,meri'to:rias/ 
Merkel, Angela German stateswoman 
ang-gel-uh mair-kuhl /,angela 
'me:(r)kal/ 
merilon solid part of a crenellated 
parapet 
mur-luhn /'ma:(r)len/ 
Merlot wine grape 
mur-loh /ma:(r)'lau/ 
Meroe ancient city, Sudan 
merr-oh-i /‘meraui/ 
Merope Greek mythological character 
merr-uh-pi /‘merapi/ 
Merovingian Frankish dynasty of 
medieval Europe 
merr-uh-vin-ji-uhn /,mera’vind3ien/ 
Mersa Matruh town, Egypt 
mur-suh muh-troo /,ma:(r)se ma'tru:/ 
Mersey river, England 
mur-zi /'‘ma:(r)zi/ 
Mersin port, Turkey 
mair-sin /me:(r)'stn/ 
Merthyr Tydfil town, Wales 
mur-thuhr tid-vil /,ma:(r)6a(r) ‘trdvil/ 
mesa flat-topped hill 
may-suh /‘meisa/ 
mésalliance unsuitable marriage 
mez-al-i-uhnss /me'zalians/ 
mescalin (also mescaline) 
hallucinogenic compound 
mesk-uh-lin /‘meskalin/ 


Less commonly also mesk-uh-leen with the 
latter spelling. 


mesclun green salad 
mesk-loon /mes‘klu:n/ 


Mesdames plural form of Madame 


Mérida | Messina 


may-dam /mer'dam/ 
mesembryanthemum plant 

muh-zem-bri-anth-uh-muhm 

/mazembri'anBamam/ 

Meshal, Khaled see Mashal, Khaled 

Meshed see Mashhad 

meshuga (also meshugga) crazy 
(Yiddish) 
muh-shuug-uh /ma'fuga/ 

meshuggener crazy person (Yiddish) 
muh-shuug-uh-nuhr /ma'Sugana(r)/ 

Mesié, Stjepan Croatian president 
styep-an mess-itch /,stjepan 'mesitf/ 

Mesmer, Franz Anton Austrian 
physician 
frants an-ton mez-muhr / frants 
anton 'mezma(r)/ 

mesmeric causing a person to become 
transfixed 
mez-merr-ik /mez'mertk/ 

Mesnes region near Wigan, England 
maynz /meinz/ 

meson subatomic particle 
mee-zon /‘mi:zon/ 

Mesopotamia ancient region, Asia 
mess-uh-puh-tay-mi-uh 
/ mesapa'termia/ 

mesothelioma cancer 
mez-oh-thee-li-oh-muh 
/,mezau,6i:li'auma/ 

Mesozoic geological era 
mess-uh-zoh-ik /,mesa'zourk/ 

mesquite tree 
mesk-eet /me'ski:t/ 

Messalina (also Messallina) Roman 
empress 
mess-uh-lee-nuh / mesa'li:na/ 

Messerschmidt, Willy German 
aircraft designer 
vil-i mess-uhr-shmit /,vili 
‘mesa(r),fmit/ 

Messiaen, Olivier French composer 
ol-eev-yay mess-yah(ng) /vli:,vjer 
me'sja/ 

messiah promised deliverer of the 
Jewish nation 
muh-sy-uh /me‘sata/ 

messianic relating to the Messiah 
mess-i-an-ik /.mesi'anik/ 

Messier, Charles French astronomer 
sharl mess-yay /,Ja:(r)l me'sje1/ 

Messina city, Sicily 
mess-ee-nuh /me'si:na/ 


Messines | mezuzah 


Messines First World War battle site, 
France 
mess-een /me'si:n/ 

mestizo person of mixed race 
mest-ee-zoh /me'sti:zau/, Spanish 
[mes'tiso] 

metabolism chemical processes that 
occur within a living organism 
muh-tab-uh-liz-uhm /ma'tabalizam/ 

metallurgy branch of science concerned 
with metals 
met-uh-lur-ji /‘metala:(r)d3i/ 


This pronunciation was preferred by 
metallurgists whom we consulted, but the 
pronunciation met-al-uhr-ji is also possible. 


metamorphose undergo 
metamorphosis 
met-uh-mor-fohz /,meta'mo:(r)fauz/ 
metamorphosis pl. metamorphoses 
transformation 
met-uh-mor-fuh-siss, pl. 
met-uh-mor-fuh-seez 
/,meta'mo:(r)fasis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
A differently stressed pronunciation, 
met-uh-mor-foh-siss, is also possible. 


metastasis p|. metastases development 


of secondary cancers 
met-ast-uh-siss, pl. met-ast-uh-seez 
/me'tastasis/, pl. /-si:z/ 

Metazoa division of the animal kingdom 
met-uh-zoh-uh / meta'zava/ 

mete dispense or allot justice 
meet /mi:t/ 

meteorology branch of science 
concerned with the atmosphere 
mee-ti-uh-rol-uh-ji /,mi:tio'rvled3i/ 

methadone heroin substitute drug 
meth-uh-dohn /'‘me8adeun/ 


methane flammable gas 
mee-thayn /'mi:8ern/ 


The alternative pronunciation meth-ayn is 
increasingly rare. 


methanol flammable liquid alcohol 
meth-uh-nol /‘me8anvl/ 

Methodius, St brother of St Cyril 
muh-thoh-di-uhss /ma'6audias/ 

Methuselah biblical character 
muh-thyoo-zuh-luh /ma‘8ju:zale/ 

methyl chemical derived from methane 
mee-thyl /‘mi:6a1l/ 
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Less commonly also meth-il, meth-yl, or 
mee-thil. 


metical currency unit, Mozambique 
met-ik-al / meti'kal/ 

métier profession or occupation 
may-tyay /‘meitjer/ 

metonymy substitution of the name of 
an attribute or adjunct for that of the 
thing meant 
met-on-im-i /me'tonimi/ 

Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer American film 
corporation 
met-roh gohld-win may-uhr /,metrau 
gauldwin ‘meta(r)/ 

metronome device that marks time 
met-ruh-nohm /‘metranaum/ 

Mette-Marit Norwegian crown princess 
met-uh mar-it /.meta ‘ma:rit/ 

Metternich, Prince Austrian statesman 
met-uhr-nikh /‘meta(r)ni¢/ 

Metz city, France 
mets /mets/ 

Meucci, Antonio Italian engineer 
an-tohn-yoh may-oo-chi /an,taunjau 
mer'u:tSi/ 

meuniere culinary term 
moen-yair /moen'je:(r)/ 

Meursault burgundy wine 
moer-soh /moe(r)'sau/ 

Meuse river, France 
moez /me:2/ 

Mevrouw Dutch title for a married 
woman 
muh-vrow /ma‘vrau/ 

Mexicali city, Mexico 
mek-si-kah-li /meksi'ka:li/ 

Meyerbeer, Giacomo German 
composer 
jah-kuh-moh my-uhr-beer 
/,d3a:kamau 'mata(r),bia(r)/, 
['marebe:e] 

Meyerhof, Otto German-American 
biochemist 
my-uhr-hof /‘mata(r)hof/ 

meze selection of dishes 
mez-ay /'mezel/ 

mezuzah pl. mezuzoth parchment 
attached in a case to the doorpost of a 
Jewish house 
mez-oo-zuh, pl. mez-oo-zoht 
/me'zu:za/, /-zaut/ 
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Sometimes also mez-uuz-ah, a 
pronunciation closer to the Hebrew. 


mezzaluna semi-circular blade for 
chopping herbs 
met-suh-loo-nuh /,metsa'lu:na/ 
mezzanine storey between two others in 
a building 
met-suh-neen /'metsani:n/ 


Commonly also mez-uh-neen. 


mezzo female singer 
met-soh /‘metsau/ 
Mezzogiorno region, Italy 
med-zoh-jor-noh /,medzau'd3o:(r)nau/ 
Mhairi Gaelic girl's name 
var-i /‘va:ri/ 
Miami city, US 
my-am-i /mar'ami/ 
Miao Asian ethnic group; also called 
Meo or Hmong 
mi-ow /mi'av/ 
miasma unhealthy vapour 
mi-az-muh /mi'azma/ 
mica shiny mineral 
my-kuh /‘marka/ 
Micah Hebrew minor prophet 
my-kuh /‘marke/ 
Micawber, Mr Dickensian character 
mik-aw-buhr /mi'ko:ba(r)/ 
Michaelmas feast of St Michael 
mik-uhl-muhss /‘mikalmas/ 
Michelangelo Italian artist 
my-kuhl-an-juh-loh 
/,markeal'andgalau/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Michelin tyre manufacturers 
mitch-uh-lin /‘mitfalin/ 


Established anglicization. This 
pronunciation is appropriate for the 
company and its products. The French 
pronunciation meesh-la(ng) [miJlé] is 
appropriate for the names of the company’s 
French founders. 


Michelob American beer brand 
mik-uh-lohb /‘mikalaub/ 
Michelozzo Italian architect and 
sculptor 
mik-el-ot-soh /,mrke'lotsou/ 
Michigan lake and state, US 
mish-ig-uhn /‘mifigan/ 
Michoacan state, Mexico 
mee-choh-ak-an / mi:tfava'kan/ 


mezzaluna | migraine 


Mickiewicz, Adam Polish poet 
ad-am meets-kyev-eetch /,adam 
mic-ts'kjevi:tJ/ 

microcosm encapsulation in miniature 
my-kroh-koz-uhm /'‘matkravkpzam/ 


microfiche film containing 
microphotographs of the pages of a 
document 
my-kroh-feesh /‘matkraufi:S/ 


micrometer gauge which measures 
small distances 
my-krom-uh-tuhr /markromata(r)/ 


micrometre unit of measurement 
my-kroh-mee-tuhr 
/‘matkrau,mi:ta(r)/ 


micron unit of measurement 
my-kron /‘markron/ 


Micronesia region, Pacific 
my-kroh-nee-zhuh /,markreu'ni:30/ 


micturate urinate 
mik-tyoor-ayt /‘miktjoreit/ 
Midas Greek mythological character 
my-duhss /'matdas/ 


Midler, Bette American entertainer 
bet mid-luhr /,bet 'midle(r)/ 


Midlothian area, Scotland 
mid-loh-thi-uhn /m1d'levdian/ 


Mido Egyptian footballer 
mee-doh /'mi:dau/ 


Midrash ancient commentary on part of 
the Hebrew scriptures 
mid-rash /‘midraf/ 


Miele German appliance manufacturers 
mee-luh /'mi:la/ 

mien person’s appearance or manner 
meen /mi:n/ 

Mies van der Rohe, Ludwig 
German-American architect and 
designer 
loot-vikh meess van dair roh-uh 
/ lu:tvig ,mi:s van de:(r) 'raue/ 


mifepristone drug given to induce 
abortion 
mif-ep-rist-ohn /,mife'pristaun/ 


migraine throbbing headache 
mee-grayn /‘mi:grein/ 


Commonly also my-grayn. 


Mihailovi¢, Draza | Minerva 


Mihailovié, DrazZa Yugoslav general 
drazh-uh mi-hy-luh-vitch /,dra3a 
mi‘hailavitJ/ 

mihrab niche in the wall of a mosque at 
the point nearest to Mecca 
mee-rahb /‘mi:ra:b/ 

mikado title given to the emperor of 
Japan 
mik-ah-doh /mr'ka:dau/ 

mikva Jewish ritual bath 
mik-vuh /‘mikva/ 

Milan city, Italy 
mil-an /mr'lan/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Milano, pronounced mil-ah-noh. 


milch cow kept for milk 
miltch /multJ/ 

miles gloriosus pl. milites gloriosi 
boastful soldier 
mee-layz glaw-ri-oh-suhss, pl. 
mil-it-ayz glaw-ri-oh-see /,mi:le1z 
glo:rr‘ausas/, pl. /,muliterz ,glo:rr'ausi:/ 

Milesian inhabitant of ancient Miletus 
my-leesh-uhn /marli:fan/ 

Miletus ancient city, Asia Minor 
my-lee-tuhss /mar'li:tas/ 

Milhaud, Darius French composer 
darr-i-uess mee-yoh /dari,ys mi:'jau/ 

milieu pl. milieux social environment 
mil-yoe, pl. mil-yoe /mr'ljo/, pl. 
/mr'ljo/ 

Millais, John Everett English painter 
mil-ay /‘mile1/ 

millefeuille pastry cake 
meel-foey /mi:!'foer/ 

millefiori ornamental glass 
mil-i-fyaw-ri /,muli'fjo:ri/ 

millenary period of a thousand years 
mil-en-uh-ri /mr'leneri/ 

Millet, Jean French painter 
zhah(ng) mee-yay /,34 mi:'jer/ 

Millett, Kate American feminist 
mil-uht /‘mrlat/ 

Milngavie town, Scotland 
mul-gy /mal'gat/ 

milometer instrument for measuring 
the number of miles travelled 
my-lom-uh-tuhr /mar'lomata(r)/ 

Milos island, Greece 
mee-lioss /‘mi:lps/ 
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The former name, Melos, is pronounced in 
the same way, although there are a number 
of musical ensembles named Melos who 
generally use the more classical 
pronunciation may-loss. 


MiloSevié, Slobodan Serbian 
statesman 
slob-od-an mil-osh-uh-vitch 
/slo,bodan mr'InfevitS/ 

Milquetoast timid person 
milk-tohst /‘milkteust/ 

Miltiades Greek general 
mil-ty-uh-deez /mil'tatadi:z/ 

Milton Keynes town, England 
keenz /ki:nz/ 

Milupa baby food manufacturers 
mil-oo-puh /mil'u:pe/ 

Milwaukee port, US 
mil-waw-ki /mil'wo:ki/ 

Mimas moon of Saturn 
my-mass /‘marmas/ 

Mime Wagnerian character 
mee-muh /‘mi:ma/ 

mimesis imitation 
mim-ee-siss /m1'mi:sis/ 

mimosa Australian tree 
mim-oh-suh /m1'mausa/ 

Mina site of pilgrimage near Mecca 
mee-nuh /‘mi:na/ 

Minangkabau Indonesian language 
mee-nank-uh-bow /,mi:nanka‘bau/ 

minaret part of a mosque 
min-uh-ret /‘mmaret/ 

Minas Gerais state, Brazil 
mee-nuhzh zhub-ryss /,mi:na3 
3a°rais/ 

Minas Morgul fictional place in The 
Lord of the Rings 
min-ass mor-gool /,mmas 'ma(r)gu:]/ 

Minas Tirith fictional place in The Lord 
of the Rings 
min-ass tirr-ith /,mmas 'tir10/ 

minatory expressing a threat 
min-uh-tuh-ri /‘mmatari/ 

minaudiére small handbag 
min-ohd-yair /,mmav‘dje:(r)/ 

Mindanao island, Philippines 
min-duh-now /,mmda'nau/ 

Mindoro island, Philippines 
min-daw-roh /mim‘do:rau/ 

Minerva Roman goddess 
min-ur-vuh /mi'na:(r)va/ 
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Minervois French wine 
min-air-vwah /,mine:(r)'vwa:/ 

minestrone thick soup 
min-uh-stroh-ni /.mma'strauni/ 

Minghella, Anthony English film 
director 
ming-gel-uh /min'gela/ 

minging foul-smelling 
ming-ing /‘minin/ 

Mingus, Charlie American jazz 
musician 
ming-guhss /‘mimgas/ 

mingy mean 
min-ji /*mimd3i/ 

Minho river, Portugal; also called Mifio 
in Spain 
meen-yoo /‘mi:nju:/ 

Minicoy Islands islands, Indian Ocean 
min-ik-oy /‘mmiko1/ 

miniver fur used for lining or trimming 
clothes 
min-iv-uhr /‘mmiva(r)/ 

minke whale 
mink-i /‘mmki/ 

Minkowski, Hermann 
Russian-German mathematician 
hair-man min-kof-ski / he:(ryman 
min'kofski/ 

Minneapolis city, US 
min-i-ap-uh-liss /,mini'apalis/ 

Minnelli, Liza American singer 
ly-zuh min-el-i /,la1za mr'neli/ 

minneola citrus fruit 
min-i-oh-luh /,mini‘avlo/ 

Minnesinger German lyric poet 
min-uh-zing-uhr /‘mimazima(r)/ 

Minnesota state, US 
min-uh-soh-tuh /,mmoa'saute/ 

Miiio river, Spain; also called Minho in 
Portugal 
meen-yoh /'mi:njau/ 

Minoan relating to a Bronze Age 
civilization centred on Crete 
min-oh-uhn /mi'naven/ 

Minorca Balearic island 
min-or-kuh /m1'no:(r)ka/ 

Minogue, Kylie Australian singer 
ky-li min-ohg /katli mr'navg/ 

Minos Greek mythological character 
my-noss /‘mainps/ 

Minotaur Greek mythological creature 


Minervois | misandry 


my-nuh-tor /‘mamato:(r)/ 
Minquiers islands, Jersey, UK 
mink-iz /mipkiz/ 
Minsk capital of Belarus 
minsk /minsk/ 
minuscule extremely small 
min-uhss-kyoo! /‘minaskju:l/ 
minutiae precise details of something 
my-nyoo-shi-ee /marnju:fii:/ 


Commonly also min-yoo-shi-y. 


minyan pl. minyanim quorum of ten 
men required for traditional Jewish 
public worship 
min-yuhn, pl. min-yuhn-im /‘minjan/, 
pl. /‘minjenim/ 

Miocene geological epoch 
my-oh-seen /‘mazausi:n/ 

miosis excessive constriction of the pupil 
of the eye 
my-oh-siss /mar'austs/ 

Miquelon islands, Atlantic 
mee-kuh-lon /mi:kalon/, French 
Cmikl13] 

* Established anglicization. 

Mir Soviet space station 
meer /mia(r)/ 

Mira star 
my-ruh /‘matra/ 

Mirabeau, Comte de French 
revolutionary politician 
ko(ng)t duh mirr-uh-boh /,k5t da 
mira'bau/ 

mirabelle plum-like fruit 
mirr-uh-bel /‘mirabel/ 

mirabile dictu wonderful to relate 
mirr-ah-bil-ay dik-too /m1,ra:brler 
‘diktu:/ 

mirage optical illusion 
mirr-ahzh /mrr'a:3/ 

Mirchandani, Rajesh BBC journalist 
rah-jesh mur-chuhn-dah-ni /,ra:d3ef 
ma:(r)tfen'da:ni/ 

mirepoix mixture of sautéed chopped 
vegetables used in sauces 
meer-pwah / mia(r)'pwa:/ 

mirin rice wine 
mirr-in /‘mirm/ 

Miré, Joan Spanish painter 
zhoo-an mee-roh /3u:,an mi:'rau/ 

misandry hatred of men 
miss-an-dri /mr'sandri/ 


misanthrope | mithai 
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Top ten 


mispronunciations 


The following list gives examples of ten words and names that are 
commonly mispronounced. Look up each individual entry for the 
Pronunciation Unit recommendation! 


Beijing 

Mohamed E\Baradei 
genealogy 

Medici 

Melbourne 


Slobodan MiloSevié 
nuclear 

Vladimir Putin 
restaurateur 

J. K. Rowling 


misanthrope person who dislikes 
humankind 
miss-uhn-throhp /‘misan$raup/ 
miscegenation interbreeding 
miss-ej-uh-nay-shuhn 
/ mised3a'netfan/ 
miscellany collection of different items 
miss-el-luh-ni /mr'selani/ 
mischievous causing trouble 
miss-chuh-vuhss /‘mistfivas/ 


The mispronunciation mis-cheev-i-uhss, 
probably founded on a misspelling, is 
sometimes heard but should be avoided. 


miscreant wrongdoer 
misk-ri-uhnt /‘miskriant/ 
mise en scéne arrangement of scenery 
in a play 
meez ah(ng) sen /,mi:z G'sen/ 
miserere psalm 
miz-uh-rair-uh /miza're:ra/ 
© See LATIN panel. 
misericord ledge projecting from the 
underside of a hinged seat 
miz-air-i-kord /mr'ze:riko:(r)d/ 
Mishcon de Reya British law firm 
mish-kon duh ray-uh /,mifkon da 
‘rela/ 
Mishima, Yukio Japanese writer 
yoo-ki-oh mee-shim-uh / ju:kiau 
‘mi:Srma/ 


Misirlou Greek folk song 
miz-eer-loo /mizia(r)'lu:/ 
Miskolc city, Hungary 
mish-kolts /‘miskolts/ 
miso paste made from fermented soya 
beans 
mee-soh /‘mi:sau/ 
misogyny hatred of women 
miss-oj-uh-ni /mr'sod3zani/ 
missa brevis short mass 
miss-uh bray-viss /,misa 'breivis/ 
missal book containing the texts used in 
the Catholic Mass 
miss-uhl /'‘misal/ 
Mississauga town, Canada 
miss-iss-aw-guh /,misi'so:ga/ 
Mississippi river, US 
miss-iss-ip-i /,misr'stpi/ 
Missolonghi city, Greece 
miss-uh-long-gi /,misa'longi/ 
Missoula town, US 
miz-ool-uh /mr'zu:la/ 
Missouri river, US 
miz-oor-i /mr'zvari/ 
mistral strong French wind 
mist-rahl /mr'stra:l/ 
Mitchell, Joni Canadian singer 
joh-ni /‘d3auni/ 
mithai Indian sweets 
mit-y /mr'tat/ 
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mither make a fuss 
my-thuhr /‘matda(r)/ 

Mithraeum temple of the god Mithras 
mith-ree-uhm /mr‘éri:am/ 

Mithras god, probably of Persian origin 
mith-rass /'‘mréras/ 

Mithridates ancient king of Pontus 
mith-rid-ay-teez / mrOrr'detti:z/ 

Mitla ancient city, Mexico 
meet-luh /'mi:tlo/ 

mitochondrion p|. mitochondria 
organelle found in most cells 
my-tuh-kon-dri-uhn, pl. 
my-tuh-kon-dri-uh / maita'kondrian/, 
pl. /-ria/ 

mitosis type of cell division 
my-toh-siss /mar'tausis/ 

Mitsiwa port, Eritrea; also called 
Massawa 
mit-see-wuh /mr'tsi:wo/ 

Mittal, Lakshmi Indian businessman 
luk-shmi mit-uhl /JakSmi 'mital/ 

Mittelland canal, Germany 
mit-uhl-lant /‘mitallant/ 

Mitterrand, Francois French 
statesman 
frah(ng)-swah meet-uhr-ah(ng) 
/frd,swa: mi:ta'ra/ 

mitzvah p!. mitzvoth Jewish precept or 
commandment 
mits-vuh, pl. mits-voht /‘mitsva/, pl. 
/-vaut/ 

Mixolydian musical mode 
mik-suh-lid-i-uhn / miksa'lidien/ 

Miyagi prefecture, Japan 
mi-yah-gi /mi'ja:gi/ 

Miyake, Issey Japanese fashion 
designer 
iss-i mi-yak-i /,1si mi'jaki/, [isi 
mijake ] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Mizoram state, India 
miz-aw-ram /'mizo:ram/ 

Mizrahi, Isaac American fashion 
designer 
miz-rah-hi /miz'razhi/ 

mizuna salad leaves 
miz-oo-nuh /mr'zu:na/ 

Mmabatho city, South Africa 
mab-ah-toh /ma‘ba:tau/ 

mnemonic device which assists in 


mither | Moét et Chandon 


remembering something 
ni-mon-ik /nr'montk/ 

Mnemosyne Greek mythological 
character 
nim-oz-in-i /ni'mvzmi/ 

Moab ancient kingdom, Dead Sea 
moh-ab /‘mavab/ 

Moabite biblical people 
moh-uh-byt /‘mauabait/ 

moai Easter Island statues 
moh-y /‘mavai/ 

Mobile city, Alabama 
moh-beel /mau'bi:1/ 

Mobius strip surface with one 
continuous side 
moe-bi-uhss /'ma:bias/ 

Mobutu Sese Seko African statesman 
muh-boo-too sess-ay sek-oh 
/ma'bu:tu: ,seser sekau/ 

mocha type of coffee 
mok-uh /‘mpka/ 

modal relating to form as opposed to 
substance 
moh-duhl /‘maudal/ 


modem device for modulation and 
demodulation 
moh-dem /‘maudem/ 

Modena city, Italy 
mod-in-uh /‘modina/['mo:dena] 
Established anglicization. Less commonly 


also mod-ee-nuh, an anglicization which we 
do not recommend. 


moderne artistic style 
muh-dairn /moa‘de:(r)n/ 

modicum small quantity 
mod-ik-uhm /‘mpdikem/ 

Modigliani, Amedeo Italian painter 
and sculptor 
am-uh-day-oh mod-il-yah-ni 
/ame'detav modr'lja:ni/ 

modus operandi |. modi operandi 
particular way of doing something 
moh-duhss op-uh-ran-di, pl. moh-di 
/,maodas vpa'randi/, pl. /;maudi/ 

Moesia ancient country, Europe 
meesh-uh /‘mi:fa/ 

Moét et Chandon brand of champagne 
moh-uht ay shah(ng)-do(ng) /,mavat 
er ‘fad3/ 


Mogadishu | molto 


The company’s preferred anglicization, 
influenced by the Dutch origins of the first 
name. However, the pronunciation moh-ay 
is also often heard. 


Mogadishu capital of Somalia 
mog-uh-dish-oo /,moge'difu:/ 
Mogadon trademark drug 
mog-uh-don /‘mogadon/ 
Mogae, Festus president of Botswana 
fest-uhss muukh-y / festas ‘moxat/ 
Mogul (also Moghul) Muslim dynasty of 
Mongol origin 
moh-guhl /‘maugal/ 


This pronunciation is also appropriate for 
other meanings of the word: an important 
person or a bump on a ski slope. The 
etymologically related word MUGHAL is 
pronounced differently. 


Mohacs port, Hungary 
moh-hahtch /‘mauha:tS/ 

Mohammed see Muhammad 

Mohave see Mojave 

Mohegan (also Mohican) American 
Indian ethnic group 
moh-hee-guhn /mau‘hi:gan/ 

mohel Jew who performs the rite of 
circumcision 
moh-huhl /‘mavhel/ 

Mohenjo-Daro ancient city, Pakistan 
moh-hen-joh dah-roh /mau,hend3au 
‘da:rau/ 

Moholy-Nagy, Laszl6 
Hungarian-American artist 
lah-sloh moh-hoy noj /,la:slau ,mavhor 
nnd3/ 

Mohoroviéié discontinuity surface 
between the earth's crust and the mantle 
moh-huh-rov-itch-itch 
/,mauha'rovitfitf/ 


Often shortened by geologists to ‘Moho, 
pronounced moh-hoh. 


Mohs’ scale scale of hardness of 
minerals 
mohz /moauz/ 

Moi, Daniel Arap Kenyan statesman 
arr-uhp moy /,arap 'mat/ 

moiety each of two parts into which a 
thing is divided 
moy-ubh-ti /‘motati/ 

Moirai Greek mythological characters 
moy-ry /‘morrai/ 
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moiré silk fabric 
mwar-ay /‘mwa:re/ 

Moissan, Ferdinand French chemist 
fair-di-nah(ng) mwass-ah(ng) 
/fe:(r)di'na mwa'sa/ 

Mojave (also Mohave) desert, US 
moh-hah-vi /mao'ha:vi/ 

Mojito cocktail 
moh-hee-toh /mau'hi:tau/ 

mojo magic charm 
moh-joh /‘maud3au/ 

moko traditional Maori tattoo 
moh-koh /‘maukau/ 

Mold town, Wales 
mohld /mauld/ 

Moldavia former principality, Europe 
mol-day-vi-uh /mol'dervia/ 

Moldova country 
mol-doh-vuh /mpl'dauva/ 

mole (also mol) ST unit of amount of 
substance 
mohl /maul/ 

mole Mexican sauce 
moh-lay /‘mauler/ 

Moliére French dramatist 
mol-i-air /‘molie:(r)/, [moljer] 

Molinaro, Simone Italian composer 
sim-oh-nay mol-in-ar-oh /s1,mauner 
molr'na:rau/ 

Molise region, Italy 
mol-ee-zay /mp'li:ze1/ 

Mollweide map projection 
mol-vy-duh /‘mplvaida/ 

Molnar, Ferenc Hungarian writer 
ferr-ents mol-nar /,ferents 'mpina:(r)/ 

Moloch Canaanite idol to whom children 
were sacrificed 
moh-lok /‘mavlok/ 

Molokai island, Hawaii 
moh-luh-ky /maula’kat/ 

Molotov, Vyacheslav Soviet statesman 
vyatch-uh-slaf mol-uh-tuhf 
/vjatfa,slaf 'molatef/ 

Molsheim town, France 
mol-zem /mpl'zem/ 

As is common in Alsace-Lorraine, this town 
has a German name which is given a French 


pronunciation as standard. The German 
pronunciation is mohlz-hym. 


molto musical term 
moltoh /mplteu/ 
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Molucca island group, Indonesia 
muh-luk-uh /ma‘laka/ 

molybdenum chemical element 
muh-lib-duh-nuhm /ma'libdenam/ 

Molyneaux, James Northern Irish 
politician 
mol-in-oh /‘mplinau/ 

Mombasa port, Kenya 
mom-bass-uh /mpm'basa/ 

Mommsen, Theodor German 
historian 
tay-uh-dor mom-zuhn /,tetado:(r) 
‘mpmzan/ 

Mompou, Federico Spanish composer 
fed-err-ee-koh muum-poh-oo 
/fede,ri:kav mum'pavu:/, Catalan 
C{mum'pou ] 

Monaco principality, Europe 
mon-uh-koh /‘monekau/ 

monad single unit 
mon-ad /‘monad/ 

Monadhliath mountains, Scotland 
mon-uh-lee-uh /mpna‘li:a/ 

monadnock isolated hill or ridge 
muh-nad-nok /ma'nadnok/ 

Monaghan county, Republic of Ireland 
mon-uh-huhn /‘mpnahen/ 

Mona Lisa painting by Leonardo da 
Vinci 
moh-nuh lee-zuh /,mauna ‘li:za/ 

Monash university, Australia 
mon-ash /‘mpna$/ 

Monbazillac sweet white wine 
mo(ng)-baz-i-yak /mSbazi'jak/ 

Monbiot, George English writer and 
activist 
mon-bi-oh /‘monbiav/ 

MOnchengladbach city, Germany 
moen-khuhn-glat-bakh 
/,moencgen'‘glatbax/ 

Monck, George English general 
munk /mank/ 

mondaine belonging to fashionable 
society 
mo(ng)-den /m3'den/ 

Mondeo model of Ford car 
mon-day-oh /mon'derau/ 

mondial relating to the whole world 
mon-di-uhl /‘mondial/ 

Mondrian, Piet Dutch painter 
peet mon-dri-ahn / pi:t ‘mondria:n/ 

Monégasque native of Monaco 


Molucca | Monseigneur 


mon-eg-ask /,mone'gask/ 
Monel trademark alloy metal 
moh-nuhl /‘maunol/ 
Monet, Claude French painter 
klohd mon-ay /,klaud mo'ne1/ 
Mongol native of Mongolia 
mong-guhl /‘mvngeal/ 
Mongolia country 
mon-goh-li-uh /mvn'gavlia/ 
Monmouth town, Wales 
mon-muhth /'‘mpnmad/ 
Monoceros constellation 
muh-noss-uh-ruhss /ma'npsaras/ 
Monod, Jacques French biochemist 
zhahk mon-oh / 3a:k mv'neu/ 
monodactyly malformation of the hands 
or feet 
mon-uh-dak-til-i /, mona'daktili/ 
monody Greek ode 
mon-uh-di /‘mpnadi/ 
monomer molecule that forms a 
polymer 
mon-uh-muhr /‘mpnama(r)/ 
monophthong vowel that has a single 
perceived auditory quality 
mon-uhf-thong /‘monafenn/ 
Sometimes also mon-uhp-thong or, 
especially in AM, muh-nop-thong. 
Monostatos character in Mozart opera 
mon-ost-uh-toss /mv'npstatns/ 
monotheism belief that there is only 
one God 
mon-uh-thee-iz-uhm /‘mona,6i:1zam/ 
Monroe, James American statesman 
muhn-roh /man'rau/ 


The same pronunciation is used for Marilyn 
and others of the name, and for the US city. 


Monrovia capital of Liberia 
muhn-roh-vi-uh /man'rauvia/ 
Mons town, Belgium 
monz /monz/ 
Monsanto American agrichemical 
company 
mon-san-toh /mon'santau/ 
Monsarrat, Nicholas English writer 
mon-suh-rat /‘mpnsarat/ 
Monseigneur pl. Messeigneurs title of a 
French-speaking prince, cardinal, or 
bishop 
mo(ng)-sen-yoer, pl. mess-en-yoer 
/ mise‘njoe:(r)/, pl. / mese'njoe:(r)/ 


Monsieur | Montserrat 


Monsieur pl. Messieurs title of a 
French-speaking man 
muh-syoe, pl. mess-yoe /mea'sja/, pl. 
/me'sjo/ 

Monsignor title of various senior 
Roman Catholic posts 
mon-seen-yor /mpn'si:njo:(r)/ 

monstera plant 
mon-steer-uh /mon'‘stiara/ 

Montagnard Vietnamese Christian 
ethnic group 
mont-uhn-yard /,monta'nja:(r)d/ 

Montaigne, Michel de French essayist 
mee-shel duh mon-tayn /mi:, fel da 
mon'tetn/, [mifel da mdtenj 
* Established anglicization. 

Montana state, US 
mon-tan-uh /mpn'tana/ 

Mont Blanc peak in the Alps 
mo(ng) blah(ng) /m3 'bla/ 

Montcalm, Louis French general 
lwee mo(ng)-kalm /lwi: m3'kalm/ 


This pronunciation also correct for the place 
in Quebec of the same name. 


Monte Alban ancient city, Mexico 
mon-tay al-ban /,monte1 al'ban/ 

Monte Carlo resort, Monaco 
mon-ti kar-loh /,monti 'ka:(r)lou/ 
© Established anglicization. 

Monte Cassino hill, Italy 
mon-tay kass-ee-noh /,monte1 
ka'si:nau/ 

Monte Cervino Italian name for 
Matterhorn 
mon-tay chair-vee-noh /,monter 
tJex(r)'viznau/ 

Montego Bay port, Jamaica 
mon-tee-goh /mon'ti:gau/ 

Montenegro autonomous republic, 
Europe 
mon-ti-neeg-roh /, montr'ni:grau/ 


Established anglicization. The native name 
is Crna Gora, pronounced tsur-nuh gorr-uh 
('tsr:na: gpra ]. 


Montepulciano red wine 
mon-tay-puul-chah-noh 
/,monterpul'tfa:nau/ 

Monterey city, US 
mon-tuh-ray /,monte're1/ 

Monterrey city, Mexico 
mon-terr-ay /,monte're1/ 
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Montesquieu, Baron French political 
philosopher 
mo(ng)-tesk-yoe /mite'skja/ 

Montessori system of education for 
young children 
mon-tiss-aw-ri /,mpntt'sa:ri/ 

Monteverdi, Claudio Italian composer 
klow-di-oh mon-tiv-air-di / klaodiau 
smonti've:(r)di/ 

Montevideo capital of Uruguay 
mon-tiv-id-ay-oh /,montivr'derau/, 
Spanish /montefi'deo/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Montez, Lola Irish dancer 
mon-tez /‘mpntez/ 

Montezuma Aztec emperor 
mont-uh-zoo-muh /,monta'zu:ma/ 
Montfort, Simon de English soldier 

mont-fort /‘montfo:(r)t/ 

Montgolfier brothers French hot-air 
balloon pioneers 
mo(ng)-go!lf-yay /m3gnl'fjer/ 

Montgomery capital of Alabama, US 
muhnt-gum-ub-ri /mant'gamari/ 

Montgomery, Field Marshal English 
soldier 
muhnt-gum-uh-ri /mant'gamari/ 

Montmartre district, Paris 
mo(ng)-mar-truh /m3'ma:(r)tra/ 

Montonero member of a left-wing 
guerrilla organization in Argentina 
mont-on-air-oh /, mpntp‘ne:rau/ 

Montparnasse district, Paris 
mo(ng)-par-nass /m5pa:(r)'nas/ 

Montpelier capital of Vermont 
mont-peel-yuhr /mont'pi:lja(r)/ 

Montpellier city, France 
mo(ng)-pel-yay /m5pel'jet/ 

Montreal port, Canada 
mon-tri-awl /, montri'‘9:1/ 

Established anglicization. Sometimes also 


mo(ng)-ray-al, a pronunciation closer to the 
French version. 


Montreux town, Switzerland 
mo(ng)-troe /m3'tre/ 

Mont St Michel rocky islet, France 
mo(ng) sa(ng) mee-shel /,m5 sé 
mi:'fel/ 

Montserrat island, Caribbean 
mont-suh-rat /,mpntsa'rat/ 
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Moodyson, Lukas Swedish film 
director 
loo-kuhss mod-iss-on /,lu:kes 
"modison/ 

Moog electronic music synthesizer 
mohg /maug/ 


Invented by Robert Moog, who advised that 
his name should rhyme with ‘vogue’. 
Nevertheless, commonly pronounced moog. 


moolah money 
moo-luh /‘mu:la/ 

Moor north African ethnic group 
moor /mua(r)/ 


Also mawr. This difference in pronunciation 
depends on regional accent. The same is 
true, and the same two pronunciations 
possible, for other meanings of the word 
moor and for the surname Moore. 


Moore, Demi American actress 
duh-mee mawr /da,mi: 'mo:(r)/ 

Mopti city, Mali 
mop-ti /‘mopti/ 

moquette thick pile fabric used for 
carpets 
mok-et /mo'ket/ 

Moradabad city, India 
maw-rah-duh-bad / mo:ra:da'bad/ 

moraine rocks deposited by a glacier 
muh-rayn /ma'rein/ 

Morales, Cristobal de see de Morales, 
Cristobal 

Morales, Evo president of Bolivia 
ay-voh morr-ah-less /,ervau mo'ra:les/ 

Moran, Dylan Irish comedian 
maw-ruhn /'mo:ren/ 

Morar, Loch loch, Scotland 
maw-ruhr /‘moa:ra(r)/ 

morass area of boggy ground 
muh-rass /ma‘ras/ 

Moravia region of the Czech Republic 
muh-ray-vi-uh /ma‘reivia/ 
* Established anglicization. 

Moray area and firth, Scotland 
murr-i /‘mari/ 

moray eel-like fish 
morr-ay /‘mpre1/ 

morbilli measles 
mor-bil-y /ma:(r)'brlat/ 

morceau short literary or musical 
composition 
mor-soh /mo:(r)'sau/ 


Moodyson, Lukas | Morpeth 


Mordor fictional place in The Lord of the 
Rings 
mor-dor /‘mo:(r)do:(r)/ 

Mordred Arthurian character 
mor-druhd /’mo:(r)drad/ 

Mordvinia autonomous republic, Russia 
mord-vin-i-uh /mo:(r)'dvinia/ 

Moreau, Jeanne French actress 
zhan morr-oh /,3an mo'rau/ 

more] edible fungus 
muh-rel /ma'rel/ 

Morelia city, Mexico 
morr-ay-li-uh /mo'retlia/ 

morello cherry 
muh-rel-oh /ma'relau/ 

Morelos state, Mexico 
morr-ay-loss /mo'rerlps/ 

mores customs and conventions of a 
society 
maw-rayz /'mo:reiz/ 

morganatic denoting a marriage in 
which one spouse has no claim to the 
other's possessions 
mor-guh-nat-ik /,mo:(r)ga'natik/ 

Morgan le Fay legendary enchantress 
mor-guhn tuh fay /,mo:(r)gan la ‘fer/ 

MORI Market and Opinion Research 
International 
morr-i /‘mori/ 

moribund at the point of death 
morr-i-bund /'‘moriband/ 

Morike, Eduard German poet 
ayd-wart moe-rik-uh /,erdwa:(r)t 
‘me:rtka/ 

Morisco Spanish Moor 
mub-risk-oh /ma'riskau/ 

Morisot, Berthe French painter 
bairt morr-iz-oh /,be:(r)t morr'zau/ 

Mormon member of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints 
mor-muhn /‘mo:(r)man/ 

mornay served in a cheese-flavoured 
white sauce 
mor-nay /‘mo:(r)ne1/ 

Morocco country 
muh-rok-oh /ma‘rokau/ 

Moroni capital of Comoros 
muh-roh-ni /ma’reuni/ 

Morpeth town, England 
mor-puhth /'mo:(r)pae/ 


Morpheus | Mostar 
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Top ten most 
frequently asked 
questions 


The following list gives examples of the words and names we are asked 
about the most, both by BBC programme makers and by members of 


the audience. 


Look up each individual entry for the Pronunciation Unit recom- 


mendation! 
Basle/Basel 
Boudicca 
cervical 
Niger 
al-Qaeda 


Morpheus Roman mythological 
character 
morf-yooss /'mo:(r)fju:s/ 


Commonly also mor-fi-uhss. 


morphine drug 
mor-feen /‘mo:(r)fimn/ 
Morpurgo, Michael English children’s 
writer 
mor-pur-goh /mo:(r)'pa:(r)gau/ 
Morricone, Ennio Italian composer 
en-yoh morr-i-koh-nay /,enjau 
mpri'kauner/ 
mortadella Italian sausage 
mor-tuh-del-uh /,mo:(r)ta‘dela/ 
mortgage loan 
mor-gij /'mo:(r)g1d3/ 
mosaic picture produced by arranging 
tiles 
moh-zay-ik /mou'zer1k/ 
moscato Italian dessert wine 
mosk-ah-toh /mp'ska:tau/ 
Moschino Italian fashion label 
mosk-ee-noh /mn'skineu/ 
Moscow capital of Russia 


Roosevelt 
scone 
Shrewsbury 
Van Gogh 
Uranus 


mosk-oh /‘moskau/ 


Established anglicization; AM commonly 
mosk-ow. The Russian name is Moskva, 
pronounced muhsk-vah. 


Mosel river, Europe 
moh-zuhl /‘mauzal/ 


This is the German pronunciation; the river 
also runs through France, where the spelling 
is Moselle and the pronunciation is moz-el. 
Wine of the same name is produced in both 
countries, 


moshav cooperative association of Israeli 
smallholders 
moh-shahv /mau'Ja:v/ 

Moslem see Muslim 

Mosley, Oswald English fascist leader 
mohz-li /‘mauzli/ 

Mossad Israeli secret intelligence service 
moss-ad /mp'sad/ 

Mossbauer effect chemical nuclear 
effect 
moess-bow-uhr /‘mcesbaua(r)/ 

Mostar city, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
most-ar /‘mosta:(r)/ 
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Mosul city, Iraq 
moo-suhl /‘mu:sal/ 


Commonly also moh-suhl, which is 
becoming an established anglicization. Our 
recommendation is based on the advice of 
Iraqi Arabic speakers. 


motet short piece of sacred choral music 
moh-tet /mau'tet/ 
motif decorative image 
moh-teef /mau'ti:f/ 
mot juste appropriate word 
moh zhuest /,mau ‘3yst/ 
Moto, Severo Equatorial Guinean 
statesman 
sev-air-oh mot-oh /se,ve:rau 'motav/ 
motorcade procession of motor vehicles 
moh-tuhr-kayd /‘mavta(r)ke1d/ 
Motown trademark type of music 
moh-town /‘mautaun/ 
motte mound forming the site of a castle 
mot /mot/ 
moue pouting expression 
moo /mu:/ 
moules mariniére mussels cooked in a 
wine and onion sauce 
mool marr-in-yair /,mu:1 marin‘je:(r)/ 
Mouli trademark kitchen utensil 
moo-li /‘mu:li/ 
Moulin Rouge cabaret in Montmartre, 
Paris 
moo-la(ng) reozh /,mu:zlé 'ru:3/ 
mountebank person who deceives 
others 
mown-tuh-bank /‘mauntabayk/ 
Mount Isa town, Australia 
y-zuh /‘aiza/ 
Mourne Mountains range of hills, 
Northern Ireland 
morn /mo:(r)n/ 
moussaka (also mousaka) Greek dish 
moo-sah-kuh /mu:'‘sa:ka/ 
mousseline fine fabric 
mooss-leen /‘mu:sli:n/ 
mousseux sparkling 
moo-soe /mu:'sa/ 
Mowgli character in The Jungle Book 
mow-gli /‘maugli/ 


Various sources indicate that this is the 
pronunciation Kipling would have used, 
although the name was pronounced 
moh-gli in the Disney film. 


Mosul | mudra 


Moygashel trademark type of Irish linen 
moy-gash-uhl /mor'gafal/ 

Mozambique country 
moh-zam-beek / mauzam'bi:k/ 

Mozart, Wolfgang Amadeus 
Austrian composer 
volf-gang am-uh-day-uuss moht-sart 
/, volfgan ama,detus 'mavtsa:(r)t/ 

mozzarella cheese 
mot-suh-rel-uh / mptsa'rela/ 

MPEG international standard for 
encoding and compressing video images 
em-peg /‘empeg/ 

Mpumalanga province, South Africa 
uhm-poo-muh-lang-guh 
/am,pu:mea'lange/ 

mridangam drum 
uhm-rid-ung-guhm /amrr'dangam/ 

Ms womans title 
muhz /mez/ 


MSS manuscripts 
em-ess-iz /em'esiz/ 

Mswati Swazi king 
uhm-swat-i /am'swati/ 

mu letter of the Greek alphabet 
myoo /mju:/ 

Mubarak, Hosni Egyptian statesman 
huuss-ni moo-bar-uhk /,husni 
mu:'ba:rek/ 

Mucha, Alphonse Czech painter and 
designer 
al-fonss muukh-uh /alfons ‘moxa/ 

muchacha ‘young woman’ (Spanish) 
moo-chatch-uh /mu:'tfatfa/ 

muchacho ‘young man’ (Spanish) 
moo-chatch-oh /mu:'tfatfau/ 

Muchinga Mountains mountain 
range, Zambia 
moo-ching-guh /mu:'tfmgo/ 

mucho ‘much’ or ‘many’ (Spanish) 
muutch-oh /‘mutfau/ 

mucosa pl. mucosae mucous membrane 
myoo-koh-suh, pl. myoo-koh-see 
/mju:’kausa/, pl. /-si:/ 

Mudejar pl. Mudejares Gothic-Islamic 
architectural style 
moo-day-khar, pl. moo-day-khar-ayss 
/mu:der'xa:(r)/, pl. /-rers/ 

mudra symbolic hand gesture used in 
Indian dance 
mud-ruh /'madra/ 


muesli | Munch, Edvard 


muesli cereal mixture 
mooz-li /‘mu:zli/ 


Sometimes also myooz-li; both are 
anglicizations of the German word miisli, 
pronounced muess-li ['my:sli]. 


muezzin man who calls Muslims to 
prayer 
moo-ez-in /mu:'ezin/ 

mufti plain clothes 
/'mafti/ 

Mugabe, Robert Zimbabwean 
statesman 
muug-ah-bi /mo'ga:bi/ 

Mughal Muslim dynasty of Mongol 
origin 
moog-uhl /‘mu:gal/ 

Muhajiroun, al- extremist Islamic 
group 
uhl muu-haj-irr-oon 
/al mu,had3r'ru:n/ 

Muhammad (also Mohammed) Arab 
prophet and founder of Islam 
moh-ham-uhd /mau'‘hamad/ 

Muhammad Ali see Ali, Muhammad 

Muharram Islamic month 
mub-hurr-uhm /ma‘haram/ 

Muir, Jean English fashion designer 
myoor /mjua(r)/ 

mujahidin (also mujahedin, 
mujaheddin, or mujahideen) guerrilla 
fighters in Islamic countries 
moo-jah-huh-deen /,mu:dga:ha'di:n/ 

Mujibur Rahman Bangladeshi 
statesman 
muuj-ee-boor rakh-mahn 
/mu,d3i:bua(r) rax'ma:n/ 

Mukalla port, Yemen 
muuk-al-uh /mu‘kalo/ 

mukhtar Arab head of local government 
muukh-tar /‘moxta:(r)/ 

mukluk high, soft boot 
muk-luk /‘maklak/ 

muktuk whale blubber 
muk-tuk /‘maktak/ 

Muldoon, Robert New Zealand 
statesman 
mul-doon /mal'du:n/ 

mulefa creature in Philip Pullman's His 
Dark Materials 
muul-ef-uh /mu'lefa/ 

Mulhacén mountain, Spain 
moo-lath-en / mu:la'éen/ 
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Miilheim city, Germany 
muel-hym /‘my:lharm/ 

Mulhouse city, France 
muel-ooz /my'lu:2z/ 
The German name of this city in 
Alsace-Lorraine is Mihthausen, pronounced 
muel-how-zuhn ['my:Ihauzen ]. 


mullah Muslim learned in Islamic 
theology 
muul-luh /‘mule/ 

mullein plant 
mul-in /‘malm/ 

Muller, Hermann Joseph American 
geneticist 
mul-uhr /‘mala(r)/ 

Miiller, Johannes German anatomist 
and zoologist 
yoh-han-uhss muel-uhr /jau,hanas 
‘myla(r)/ 

muller grinding stone 
mul-uhr /‘mala(r)/ 

Miiller-Thurgau white wine grape 
muel-uhr toor-gow /,myla(r) 
‘tua(r)gau/ 

mulligatawny spicy soup 
mul-ig-uh-taw-ni /, maliga'ta:ni/ 

Mullingar town, Republic of Ireland 
mul-ing-gar /,malin'ga:(r)/ 

Mulroney, Brian Canadian statesman 
mul-roo-ni /mal'ru:ni/ 

Multan city, Pakistan 
muul-tahn /mol'ta:n/ 

multiparous having borne more than 
one child 
mul-tip-uh-ruhss /mal'tipares/ 

multiply in several different ways 
mul-tip-li /'maltrpli/ 

multivalent having many applications 
mul-ti-vay-juhnt /,malti'verlent/ 

multum in parvo a great deal in a small 
space 
muul-tuhm in par-voh /,multam m 
‘pa:(r)vau/ 

Mumbai city, India; also called Bombay 
muum-by /mom'bat/ 

mumpsimus traditional custom or idea 
adhered to although shown to be 
unreasonable 
mump-sim-uhss /‘mampsimes/ 

Munch, Edvard Norwegian painter 
ed-vard muunk / edva:(r)d ‘munk/ 
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Munchausen syndrome mental 
disorder in which a person feigns illness 
muuntch-ow-zuhn /‘munt!,auzen/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
pronunciation of the original Baron 
Miinchhausen’s name (note the difference in 
spelling) is muenkh-how-zuhn 
E'mynchauzen]. 


Munich city, Germany 
myoo-nik /‘mju:nik/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Miinchen, pronounced 
muen-khuhn ['‘myncan]. 


Munro high mountain in Scotland 
mun-roh /man'rau/ 

Munsell system of classifying colours 
mun-suhl /‘mansal/ 

Munster province, Republic of Ireland 
mun-stuhr /‘mansta(r)/ 

Minster city, Germany 
muen-stuhr /‘mynsta(r)/ 

Miintefering, Franz German politician 
frants muen-tuh-fay-ring /,frants 
‘myntefeirin/ 

muntjac small deer 
munt-jak /‘mantd3ak/ 

muon subatomic particle 
myoo-on /‘mju:on/ 

Murano glass decorative glassware, 
associated with the island of Murano, 
near Venice 
myuu-rah-noh /mju'ra:nau/ 


Established anglicization; the island itself is 
pronounced moor-ah-noh. 


Murat, Joachim French general and 
former king of Naples 
zhoh-ash-a(ng) mue-rah /3a0a'sé 
my'ra:/ 

Murcia region, Spain 
moor-thi-uh /‘mua(r)6ia/ 

murex pl. murices mollusc 
myoor-eks, pl. myoor-iss-eez 
/'‘mjuareks/, pl. /-risi:z/ 

murgh chicken (Indian) 
moorg /mua(r)g/ 

Murillo, Bartolomé Spanish painter 
bar-tol-uh-may moor-eel-yoh 
/ba:(r)tola,mei musa'ri:ljau/ 
© See SPANISH panel. 

murine relating to rodents 
myoor-yn /‘mjoarain/ 


Munchausen syndrome | muskellunge 


Murmansk port, Russia 
moor-mansk /mua(r)'mansk/ 
Murnau, Friedrich (F.W.) German 
film director 
freed-rikh moor-now / fri:dri¢ 
‘mua(r)ynau/ 
muzrain disease affecting cattle 
murr-in /‘marm/ 
Murrumbidgee river, Australia 
murr-uhm-bij-ee / maram'bid3i:/ 
Mururoa atoll, French Polynesia 
moor-oo-roh-uh /,muaru'rave/ 
Musala mountain, Bulgaria 
moo-sal-ah /mu:sa'la:/ 
Muscadet white wine 
musk-uh-day /‘maskadet/ 


Muscat capital of Oman 
musk-at /‘maskat/ 

muscat grape variety 
musk-at /‘maskat/ 

muscatel muscat grape 
musk-uh-tel / maske'tel/ 


muscovado unrefined sugar 
muss-kuh-vah-doh / maske'va:dau/ 


Muscovite native or citizen of Moscow 
musk-uh-vyt /‘maskevait/ 

Muscovy medieval principality, Russia 
muss-kuh-vi /‘maskevi/ 

musculature arrangement of muscles 
musk-yuul-uh-chuhr /‘maskjulatfa(r)/ 

Musée d’Orsay museum, Paris 
mue-zay dor-say /my,ze1 do:(r)'ser/ 

musette small bagpipe 
myoo-zet /mju:'zet/ 

Museveni, Yoweri Ugandan statesman 
yoh-werr-i moo-sev-en-i /ju,weri 
mu:'seveni/ 

mush person's mouth or face 
muush /muS/ 

Musharraf, Pervez Pakistani president 
Pair-vayz muush-arr-uhf /pe:(r),verz 
mo'faraf/ 

Musil, Robert Austrian novelist 
mooss-eel /‘mu:si:1/ 


In standard German the name is 
pronounced moo-zeel; our 
recommendation reflects the author's own 
Austrian pronunciation. 


muskellunge pike fish 
musk-uh-lunj /‘maska,land3/ 


Muskogee | Mysia 


Muskogee American Indian ethnic 
group 
musk-oh-gi /ma'skeugi/ 

Muslim (also Moslem) follower of the 
religion of Islam 
muuss-lim /‘muslim/ 


Our research indicates that pronunciations 
with z such as muuz-lim or muz-lim, 
although common, can cause offence among 
Arabic speakers. 


muso musician, especially one 
over-concerned with technique 
myoo-zoh /'mju:zau/ 

musquash muskrat 
musk-wosh /‘maskwoJ/ 

Mussolini, Benito Italian Fascist 
statesman 
ben-ee-toh muuss-uh-lee-ni /be,ni:tau 
smusa'li:ni/ 

Mussorgsky, Modest Russian 
composer 
mod-est muuss-org-ski /mv,dest 
mo'so:(r)gski/ 

mustang American feral horse 
must-ang /‘mastan/ 

mustelid weasel 
must-uh-lid /‘mastalid/ 

Mustique island, Caribbean 
must-eek /ma'sti:k/ 

Mut Egyptian goddess 
muut /mut/ 

mutagen agent which causes mutation 
myoo-tuh-juhn /‘mju:tadgan/ 

Mutare town, Zimbabwe 
moo-tar-i /mu:'ta:ri/ 

mutatis mutandis making necessary 
alterations while not affecting the main 
point at issue 
moo-tah-tiss moo-tan-diss /mu:,ta:tis 
mu:'tandis/ 

Mutharika, Bingu wa Malawian 
president 
bing-goo wuh muut-arr-ee-kuh 
/,bingu: wa mu'tari:ka/ 

muti African medicine or magical charms 
moo-ti /‘mu:ti/ 

muumuu loose, brightly coloured dress 
moo-moo /'mu:mu:/ 

Muzaffarabad town, Pakistan 
muuz-uf-uh-ruh-bad /mu'zafera,bad/ 

muzak trademark light background music 
myoo-zak /‘mju:zak/ 
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muzhik Russian peasant 
moo-zhik /mu:'31k/ 

Muztag mountain, China 
moo-stahg /mu:s'ta:g/ 

myalgia pain in a muscle 
my-al-juh /mar'ald3a/ 

myalism Jamaican folk religion 
my-uh-liz-uhm /'‘matelizem/ 

Myanmar alternative name for Burma 
myan-mar /,mjan'ma:(r)/ 

Mycenae ancient city, Greece 
my-see-ni /mar'simi/ 

Mycenaean (also Mycenean) late 
Bronze Age civilization in Greece 
my-sin-ee-uhn /,maist'ni:en/ 

mycology scientific study of fungi 
my-kol-uh-ji /mar'koled3i/ 

myelitis inflammation of the spinal cord 
my-uh-ly-tiss /,mate'lartis/ 

myeloma pl. myelomata malignant 
tumour of the bone marrow 
my-uh-loh-muh, pl. 
my-uh-loh-muh-tuh /,mare'lavme/, pl. 
/-mato/ 

Mykolayiv city, Ukraine 
mik-uh-lah-yif /,mtke'la:jrf/ 

Mykonos island, Greece 
mik-uh-noss /‘mikenps/ 

My Lai site of a massacre, Vietnam 
mee ly /,mi: ‘Lar/ 

Mymensingh port, Bangladesh 
my-men-sing /,marmen'sin/ 

mynah bird 
my-nuh /‘maino/ 

myocarditis inflammation of the heart 
muscle 
my-oh-kar-dy-tiss 
/,matavka:(r)'daitis/ 

myopathy disease of muscle tissue 
my-op-uh-thi /mar'ppedi/ 

myopia short-sightedness 
my-oh-pi-uh /marsupia/ 

myrmidon follower of a powerful person 
mur-mid-uhn /'ma:(r)miden/ 

Myron Greek sculptor 
my-ruhn /'‘matran/ 

myrth fragrant gum resin 
mur /ma:(r)/ 

Mysia ancient region, Asia Minor 
miss-i-uh /‘misia/ 
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Mysore city, India 
my-sawr /mat'so:(r)/ 
mythopoeia myth-making 
mith-oh-pee-uh /, m16au'pi:a/ 


mythos p!. mythoi myth or mythology 
mith-oss, pl. mith-oy /‘mr6ps/, pl. /-601/ 


Mysore | mzungu 


Mytileni town, Greece 
mit-il-ee-ni /,mitr'lizni/ 

myxomatosis disease of rabbits 
mik-suh-muh-toh-siss 
/,miksama'teusis/ 

mzungu white person 
uhm-zuung-goo /am'zungu/ 
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N 


NAAFI Navy, Army, and Air Force 
Institutes 
naf-i /‘nafi/ 

Naas town, Republic of Ireland 
nayss /neis/ 

Nabeul town, Tunisia 
nab-oel /na'beel/ 

Nablus town, West Bank 
nah-bluhss /‘na:blas/ 

nabob Mogu! official 
nay-bob /'nerbob/ 

Nabokov, Vladimir Russian-born 
American novelist 
vluh-dee-meer nuh-boh-kof 
/vle,di:mia(r) na'baukof/ 


Although the author's surname is often 


pronounced nab-ub-kof, he told the BBC 
that this was his preferred English 
pronunciation, with the middle syllable 
stressed, and rhyming with ‘smoke’. 


Nabucco opera by Verdi 
nuh-boo-koh /na'bu:kau/ 

nacelle aircraft engine casing 
nuh-sel /ne'sel/ 

naches (also nachas) parental pride 
nukh-uhss /'naxas/ 

nacho Spanish food 
natch-oh /‘natfou/ 

Nachtigal, Gustav German explorer 
guust-af nakh-tig-al / gustaf 
‘naxtigal/ 

nacre mother-of-pearl 
nay-kuhr /‘netka(r)/ 

nada ‘nothing’ (Spanish) 
nah-duh /‘na:da/, ['nada} 

* Established anglicization. 

Na-Dene North American Indian 
language group 
nah den-ay /na: ‘dene1/ 

Nader, Ralph American politician 
nay-duhr /‘nerda(r)/ 

nadir lowest point 
nay-deer /‘neidra(r)/ 


Commonly also nad-eer. 


Nadolig Llawen ‘Happy Christmas’ 
(Welsh) 
nuh-dol-ig hlah-wen /na,dolig ‘ta:wen/ 
¢ See WELSH panel. 

naevus birthmark 
nee-vuhss /‘ni:vas/ 

Nagaland state, India 
nah-guh-land /‘na:galand/ 

Nagasaki city, Japan 
nag-uh-sah-ki /naga'sa:ki/ 

* See JAPANESE panel. 

Nagorno-Karabakh region, Azerbaijan 
nuh-gor-noh karr-uh-bakh 
/na,go:(r)neu kara'bax/ 

Nagoya city, Japan 
nuh-goy-uh /ne'gote/ 

Nagpur city, India 
Nnag-poor /nag‘pua(r)/ 

Nagra, Parminder British actress 
par-min-duhr nah-gruh 
/pa:(r),minda(r) 'na:gra/ 

Nagy, Imre Hungarian politician 
im-ruh noj /mmra 'nvd3/, [noj] 
¢ Established anglicization for surname. 

Naha port, Japan 
nah-huh /‘na:ho/ 

Na h-Eileanan an [ar ‘Western Isles’ 
(Scottish Gaelic) 
nuh hil-uh-nuhn uhn yeer /na 
‘hilenen an'jra(r)/ 

Nahuatl Central American ethnic group 
and language 
nah-wah-tuhl /‘na:wa:tal/ 

Nahum Hebrew prophet 
nay-huhm /‘netham/ 

naiad pl. naiades water nymph 
ny-ad, pl. ny-uh-deez /‘naiad/, pl. 
/natedi:z/ 

naif (also naif) ingenuous person 
ny-eef /nar'i:f/ 

Naipaul, V. S. Trinidadian writer 
ny-pawl /‘narpa:l/ 
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naira currency unit, Nigeria 
ny-ruh /'narra/ 
Nairobi capital of Kenya 
ny-roh-bi /nar'raubi/ 
Naisi (also Naoise) Irish boy’s name 
nee-shuh /‘ni:fa/ 
naissant heraldic term 
nay-suhnt /‘netsont/ 
Najaf (also an-Najaf) city, Iraq 
naj-af, uh-naj-af /‘nadgaf/, /a'nad3af/ 
* See ARABIC panel. 
nakfa currency unit, Eritrea 
nak-fuh /‘nakfo/ 
Nakhichevan see Naxcivan 
Nakuru city, Kenya 
nak-oo-roo /na’ku:ru:/ 
Nalbandian, David Argentinian tennis 
player 
dav-eeth nal-ban-dyan /da,vid 
nalban'djan/ 


Commonly also anglicized to day-vid 
nal-band-i-uhn. 


Nalchik capital of Kabardino-Balkarian 
republic, Russia 
nal-chik /‘naltf1k/ 

Namangan city, Uzbekistan 
nam-uhn-gahn /naman'ga:n/ 

Namaqualand region, Africa 
nuh-mah-kwuh-land 
/ne'ma:kweland/ 

namaskar South Asian greeting 
num-uh-skar /namas'ka:(r)/ 

namaste South Asian greeting 
num-uh-stay /‘nameaster/ 

namaz Islamic prayers 
nuh-mahz /na'ma:z/ 

Namib desert, Africa 
nah-mib /‘na:mib/ 

Namibia country 
nuh-mib-i-uh /na'mibia/ 

Namoi river, Australia 
nam-oy /‘namo1/ 

Namur town, Belgium 
nam-oor /na'moa(r)/, French [namy:r] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

nan bread (Indian) 
nahn /na:n/ 

Nanaimo port, Canada 
nan-y-moh /na'nammay/ 

Nanak Sikh guru 


naira | Naples 


nah-nuk /‘na:nak/ 
Nanchang city, China 
nan-chang /,nan'tfan/ 
Nancy city, France 
nah(ng)-see /na'si/ 
© See FRENCH panel. 
nandrolone steroid 
nan-druh-lohn /‘nandraleun/ 
nan Gaidheal Radio nan Gaidheal is the 
BBC's Gaelic language radio in Scotland 
nuhn gay! /nen ‘gerl/ 
Nanga Parbat mountain, Pakistan 
nung-guh par-but /,nange ‘pa:(r)bat/ 
Nanjing city, China 
nan-jing / nan'd31n/ 
Historically also called Nanking, 
pronounced nan-king. 


Nanning capital of Guangxi, China 
nan-ning /,nan'nin/ 

nanometre unit of measurement 
nan-oh-mee-tuhr /‘nanau,mi:ta(r)/ 

Nansen, Fridtjof Norwegian explorer 
freet-yof nan-suhn / fri:tjpf 'nansen/ 

Nanterre city, France 
nah(ng)-tair /na'te:(r)/ 

Nantes city, France 
nah(ng)t /nat/ 

Nantucket island, USA 
nan-tuk-it /nan'‘takit/ 

Naoise see Naisi 

napalm weapon 
nay-pahm /‘nerpa:m/ 

napery household linen 
nay-puh-ri /‘nerpari/ 

Naphtali Hebrew patriarch 
naf-tuh-ly /‘naftelar/ 

naphtha flammable oil 
naf-thuh /‘nafe/ 

Napier port, New Zealand 
nayp-yuhr /‘nerpja(r)/ 

Napier, John Scottish mathematician 
nayp-yuhr /‘nerpja(r)/ 

Naples city, Italy 
nay-puhiz /‘nerpelz/ 
Established anglicization; the Italian name 
is Napoli, pronounced nah-pol-i [‘na:poli] 
but often anglicized to nap-uh-li where it 
appears e.g. in the name of sports teams. 


Napoleon | navarin 


Napoleon French emperor 
nuh-poh-li-uhn /na'paulian/, 
{napole3] 

* Established anglicization. 

Napoleonic relating to Napoelon 
nuh-poh-li-on-ik /napauli'onrk/ 

Nara city, Japan 
nah-ruh /‘na:ra/ 

Narayan, R. K. Indian writer 
nuh-rah-yuhn /na'ra:jan/ 

Narayanan, K. R. Indian statesman 
nuh-rah-yuh-nuhn /na'ra:janan/ 

Narayanganj port, Bangladesh 
nuh-rah-yuhn-gunj /na'ra:jan,gand3/ 

Narbonne city, France 
nar-bon /na:(r)'bon/ 

narcissism vanity 
nar-siss-iz-uhm /‘na:(r)sisizem/ 

Narcissus Greek mythological character 
nar-siss-uhss /na:(r)'stsas/ 

narcolepsy medical condition 
nar-kuh-lep-si /‘na:(r)kelepsi/ 

Nares, James British composer 
nairz /ne:(r)z/ 

nares sing. naris nostrils 
nair-eez, sing. nair-iss /‘ne:ri:z/, sing. 
/ne:rts/ 

narghile hookah 
nar-gil-ay /‘na:(r)grler/ 

Narita airport, Japan 
narr-ee-tuh /‘nari:ta/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

Narmada river, India 
nar-mud-uh /‘na:(r)made/ 

Narragansett North American Indian 
ethnic group 
narr-uh-gan-suht /nara'gansat/ 

Narvik port, Norway 
nar-vik /‘na:(r)vik/ 

narwhal Arctic whale 
nar-wuhl /‘na:(r)wel/ 

nary not 
nair-i /‘ne:ri/ 

NASA National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration 
nass-uh /'nasa/ 

Nasca see Nazca 

nascent coming into existence 
nass-uhnt /‘nasant/ 


Also nay-suhnt. 
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Naseby English civil war battle site 
nayz-bi /‘nerzbi/ 

nasi goreng Indonesian rice dish 
nah-si guh-reng /,na:si go'ren/ 

Nasik city, India 
nah-sik /‘na:stk/ 

Nasiriyah, al- city, Iraq 
uh-nass-i-ree-yuh /a,nasi'ri:jo/ 
See ARABIC panel. 

Nasmyth, James Scottish engineer 
nay-smith /‘neism16/ 

Nassau capital of Bahamas 
nass-aw /‘naso:/ 

Nassau former duchy, Germany 
Nnass-ow /'nasau/ 

Nastase, Ilie Romanian tennis player 
il-ee-uh nuh-stah-say /r'li:a na'sta:se1/ 

Natal former province, South Africa 
nub-tal /na‘tal/ 

NATO North Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 
nay-toh /‘nertau/ 

Natron lake, Tanzania 
nay-truhn /‘neitran/ 

naturopathy alternative medicine 
nay-chuh-rop-uh-thi / neitfa'ropaéi/ 

Naugahyde US trademark artificial leather 
naw-guh-hyd /‘na:gahaid/ 

Naughtie, James Scottish broadcaster 
nokh-ti /‘noxti/ 

Nauru island, Pacific 
now-roo /navu'ru:/ 

nausea sickness 
naw-zi-uh /'no:zia/ 

nauseous affected by nausea 
naw-2zi-uhss /'no:zias/ 


AM is naw-zhuhss or naw-shuhss. 


Nausicaa Greek mythological name 
naw-sik-ay-uh /no:'siketa/ 

Navajo (also Navaho) North American 
Indian ethnic group and language 
nav-uh-hoh /‘navahau/ 

Navan town, Republic of Ireland 
nav-uhn /‘naven/ 

Navanagar former state, India 
nuv-uh-nug-uhr / nava'naga(r)/ 

Navaratri Hindu festival 
nuv-uh-rut-ri / nava'ratri/ 

navarin French casserole 
nav-uh-rin /‘navarin/, [navaré] 
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Navarino naval battle 
nav-uh-ree-noh /nave'ri:nau/ 

Navarone, The Guns of film title 
nav-uh-rohn /nave'raun/ 

Navarre region, Spain 
nuh-var /na'va:(r)/ 

Navratilova, Martina Czech-born 
American tennis player 
mar-tee-nuh nav-rat-il-oh-vuh 
/ma:(r),time navrati'leove/ 


This is her preferred anglicization. The 
Czech pronunciation would be mar-tee-na 
nav-ruh-til-ov-ah. 


nawab Indian mogul governor 
nuh-wahb /ne'wa:b/ 

Naworth town, England 
nah-wuhrth /‘na:wa(r)6/ 


However, Naworth Castle is pronounced 
narth. 


Naxcivan (also Nakhichevan) republic, 
Azerbaijan 
nakh-chiv-ahn /naxtSr'va:n/ 

Naxos island, Greece 
nak-soss /‘naksps/ 

Nazarene native of Nazareth 
naz-uh-reen /‘nazari:n/ 

Nazareth town, Israel 
naz-uh-ruhth /‘nazerad/ 

Nazca (also Nasca) ancient culture, Peru 
nass-kuh /‘naske/ 

Nazi German fascist 
naht-si /‘na:tsi/ 

Nazran capital of Ingushetia, Russia 
naz-rahn /‘nazra:n/ 

Neube, Welshman Zimbabwean 
politician 
noo-bay /‘nu:be1/ 


Established anglicization. When not 
anglicized, the surname contains a dental 
click sound; the BBC was told by Mr Ncube 
that he preferred the sound to be omitted 
altogether in English, rather than another 
consonant being substituted. See cLicks 
panel. 


Ndebele African ethnic group and 


language 
uhn-duh-bay-li /ando'berli/ 
N’Djamena capital of Chad 


uhn-ja-may-nuh /and3a'meina/ 
Ndola city, Zambia 
uhn-doh-luh /an‘deule/ 


Navarino | Negev 


N’Dour, Youssou Senegalese singer 
yoo-soo uhn-door /,ju:su: an'dua(r)/ 
Neagh, Lough lake, Northern Ireland 
lokh nay /,1px ‘ne1/ 
Neanderthal early human 
ni-an-duhr-tahl /ni'ande(r)ta:l/ 
Neapolitan relating to Naples 
nee-uh-pol-i-tuhn / ni:s'politan/ 
Nearchus Macedonian general 
ni-ar-kuhss /ni'a:(r)kes/ 
Neath town, Wales 
neeth /ni:6/ 
Neatishead RAF base, England 
neets-hed /‘ni:tshed/ 
Nebbiolo grape variety 
neb-yoh-loh /neb'jaulau/ 
Nebo, Mount mountain, Jordan 
nee-boh /‘ni:bau/ 
Nebraska state, US 
nuh-brass-kuh /na‘braska/ 
Nebuchadnezzar Babylonian king; also 
a large wine bottle 
neb-yuu-kuhd-nez-uhr 
/ nebjokad'neza(r)/ 
nebula gas cloud 
neb-yuu-luh /‘nebjulo/ 
Necaxa river, Mexico 
nek-akh-uh /ne'kaxa/ 
necessarily inevitably 
ness-uh-sair-uh-li /,nesa'se:rali/ 
An alternative pronunciation with the stress 


on the first syllable, ness-uh-suh-ruh-li, is 
also possible, but is becoming less common. 


Nechells suburb of Birmingham, 
England 
nee-chuhlz /‘ni:tfelz/ 

Neckar river, Germany 
nek-ar /‘neka:(r)/ 

necrosis death of tissue 
nek-roh-siss /ne’krausis/ 

necrotizing fasciitis flesh-eating 
disease 
nek-ruh-ty-zing fash-i-y-tiss 
/nekrataiziyn faSi'artis/ 

née (also né) originally called 
nay /nei/ 

Nefertiti Egyptian queen 
nef-uhr-tee-tee / nefa(r)'ti:ti:/ 

Negev region, Israel 
neg-ev /‘negev/ 


négligée | Neuchatel 


négligée garment 
neg-li-zhay /‘neglizer/ 
Negombo port, Sri Lanka 
nuh-gom-boh /na'‘gombau/ 
Negri Sembilan state, Malaysia 
neg-ree sem-bee-luhn / negri: 
sem'bdi:len/ 
negroni cocktail 
nuh-groh-ni /na'grauni/ 
Negroponte, John American politician 
neg-roh-pon-tay /,negrau'pontel/ 
Negros island, Philippines 
neg-ross /‘negrps/ 
Nehemiah book of the Bible 
nee-huh-my-uh /ni:he'mate/ 
Nehru, Jawaharlal Indian statesman 
juh-wah-huhr-lah! nair-oo 
/d3a'wa:ha(r)la:] ‘ne:ru:/ 
Neisse river, Europe 
ny-suh /‘natse/ 
neither not one nor the other 
ny-thuhr /‘narda(r)/ 


Equally commonly nee-thuhr. Traditionally, 
BR is ny-thuhr and AM is nee-thuhr. 


Nejd region, Saudi Arabia 
nejd /ned3d/ 

Nellore city, India 
nel-or /né'la:(r)/ 

Nelspruit town, South Africa 
nel-sproeyt /‘nelspreeit/ 

Nemean lion Greek mythological 
animal 
nuh-mee-uhn /na'mi:an/ 

nemesis agent of downfall 
nem-uh-siss /‘nemasis/ 

nemo dat legal term 
nee-moh dat / ni:mau ‘dat/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

nemo me impune lacessit ‘no-one 
provokes me with impunity’ (Latin), 
motto of the kings of Scotland 
nay-moh may im-poo-nay lak-ess-it 
/,nesmau mel 1m,pu:ne! la’kesit/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

Nene river, England 
nenn, neen /nen, nin/ 


Pronounced differently in different 
locations. Usually nenn in 
Northamptonshire; neen in 
Cambridgeshire. 
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Nennius Welsh chronicler 
nen-i-uhss /‘nenias/ 

Neogaea zoogeographical area 
nee-oh-jee-uh / ni:au'd3i:a/ 

neonatal newborn 
nee-oh-nay-tuhl / ni:au'nertal/ 

Neot, St English monk 
nee-uht /‘ni:at/ 

Nepal country 
nuh-pawl /na'pa:1/ 

Nepalese relating to Nepal 
nep-uh-leez /nepa'li:z/ 

ne plus ultra perfect example 
nay pluuss uul-trah /net plus ‘ultra:/ 


nepotism favouring of relatives 
nep-uh-tiz-uhm /‘nepatizam/ 

nereid Greek nymph 
neer-i-id /‘niaritd/ 

Nernst, Walther Hermann German 
chemist 
val-tuhr hair-mann nairnst /,valta(r) 
he:(ryman 'ne:(r)nst/ 

Nero Roman emperor 
neer-oh /‘niarau/ 

Neruda, Pablo Chilean poet 
pab-loh nerr-oo0-thuh /,pablau 
ne'ru:6a/ 

nescient lacking knowledge 
ness-i-uhnt /‘nestont/ 

Nesperennub Egyptian mummy 
nes-puh-ren-uub /,nespa'renub/ 

Nestlé food company 
ness-lay /‘nesle1/ 

The company used to be known as 
ness-uhlz in the UK, but has been using 


this pronunciation for at least the last 
twenty years. 


Nestor Greek mythological character 
ness-tuhr /‘nesta(r)/ 


Netanyahu, Binyamin Israeli 
politician 
bin-yuh-meen net-uhn-yah-hoo 
/binjo'mi:n netan'ja:hu:/ 

netsuke Japanese ornament 
net-skay /‘netsker/ 
* See JAPANESE panel. 

Neuberger, Julia English rabbi 
noy-bur-guhr /‘narba:(r)ga(r)/ 

Neuchatel canton and lake, Switzerland 
noe-shat-el /noSa'tel/ 
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Neue Sachlichkeit arts movement 
noy-uh zakh-likh-kyt / nara 
‘zaxlickait/ 

Neumann, John von 
Hungarian-American mathematician 
noy-man /‘no1man/ 

neuralgia nerve pain 
nyoor-al-juh / njua'rald3a/ 

neurosis pl. neuroses mental condition 
nyoor-oh-siss, pl. nyoor-oh-seez 
/ njua'rausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 

Neusiedler See lake, Austria 
noy-zeed-luhr zay /‘noizi:dla(r) zer/ 

Neva river, Russia 
nee-vuh /‘ni:va/, [n‘1'va] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Nevada state, US 
nuh-vah-duh /na'va:da/ 

Nevers city, France 
nuh-vair /na've:(r)/ 

Nevis island, Caribbean 
nee-viss /‘ni:vis/ 

Newark city, US and UK 
nyoo-uhrk /‘nju:a(r)k/ 

Newcastle city, England 
nyoo-kah-suhl /‘nju:ka:sal/ 


This is a standardized version of the place 


name; locally, the pronunciation is 
nyoo-kass-uhl. 


Newfoundland island, Canada 
nyoo-fuhnd-land /,nju:fend'land/ 


The stress can fall on all three syllables but 
this is the pronunciation preferred by 
Newfoundlanders. However, the breed of 
dog is usually nyoo-fownd-luhnd. 


Ne Win Burmese politician 
nay win /,net ‘win/ 
New Orleans city, US 
nyoo or-li-uhnz /nju: '0:(r)lianz/ 


Other pronunciations are also heard; this 
stress placement is the most common in 
both BR and AM. 


Newry city, Northern Ireland 
nyoor-i /'njuari/ 
Nez Percé North American ethnic group 
nez pair-say /,nez 'pe:(r)set/ 
Ng Cantonese family name 
ng /n/ 
ngaio New Zealand tree 
ny-oh /‘natau/ 


Neue Sachlichkeit | Nicene Creed 


Ngaliema mountain, central Africa 
ng-gah-li-ay-muh /n,ga:]r'erma/ 

Ngbandi language, Democratic Republic 
of Congo 
ng-ban-di /n'bandi/ 

Ngoni Malawian ethnic group 
ng-goh-ni /n‘gauni/ 

Ngorongoro volcanic crater, Tanzania 
ng-gorr-ong-gorr-oh /n,gorvn'gorau/ 

ngultrum currency unit, Bhutan 
ng-guul-truhm /n'goltram/ 

Nguyen Vietnamese family name 
nue-en /ny'en/ 

Nhulunbuy town, Australia 
nuul-uhn-boy /‘nulenbot/ 

Ni ‘daughter of” in Irish surnames 
nee /ni:/ 

niacin vitamin 
ny-uh-sin /‘natasin/ 

Niagara Falls city and waterfalls, 
Canada/US 
ny-ag-ruh /nar'agra/ 

Niamey capital of Niger 
nyah-may /nja:‘mer/ 

Niamh Irish girl’s name 
neev /ni:v/ 

Nibelung mythological dwarf 
nee-buh-luung /‘ni:balun/ 

Nibelungenlied German poem 
nee-buh-luung-uhn-leet 
/'ni:balonan,li:t/ 

Nicaea ancient city, Asia Minor 
ny-see-uh /nar'si:a/ 

Nicam digital sound format 
ny-kam /'‘naikam/ 

Nicaragua country 
nik-uh-rag-yuu-uh / nike'ragjua,/ 
Spanish [nika'raywa] 


Established anglicization. A pronunciation 
closer to the Spanish, nik-uh-rag-wuh, is 
also common, and nik-uh-rah-gwuh is 
typical of AM. 


NICE National Institute for Clinical 
Excellence 
nyss /nais/ 

Nice city, France 
neess /ni:s/ 

Nicene Creed Christian text 
ny-seen /‘natsi:n/ 


niche | Njal 


niche recess 
neesh /ni:S/ 


AM is nitch. 


Nichiren Buddhist sect 
nish-uh-ruhn /‘nifaran/ 

Nicklaus, Jack American golfer 
nik-luhss /‘niklas/ 

Nicobar island group, India 
nik-uh-bar /‘ntkaba:(r)/ 

nigoise salad 
nee-swahz /ni:'swa:z/ 

Nicosia capital of Cyprus 
nik-uh-see-uh / nika'si:a/ 

Niemédller, Martin German pastor 
mar-teen nee-moel-uhr /,ma:(r)ti:n 
‘nizmeela(r)/ 

Niépce, Joseph Nicéphore French 
inventor 
zhoh-zef nee-say-for nyeps /3au'zef 
ni:se1,fo:(r) ‘njeps/ 

Niersteiner white wine 
neer-shty-nuhr /‘nra(r),ftama(r)/ 

Nietzsche, Friedrich German 
philosopher 
treed-rikh neet-shuh / fri:drig¢ 'ni:tfa/ 

Niflheim Nordic mythological 
underworld 
niv-uhl-haym /‘nivalheim/ 


Established anglicization. The Icelandic 


version of the name, Niflheimr, is 
pronounced nee-buhl-hay-muhr. 


Niger country 
nee-zhair /ni:'3e:(r)/ 


An older, more anglicized pronunciation 
ny-juhr is also heard, but we no longer 
recommend this. 


Niger river, Africa 
ny-juhr /'naid3a(r)/ 
Nigeria country 
ny-jeer-i-uh /nard3reria/ 
nihilism philosophy 
ny-il-iz-uhm /naulizam/ 
Niigata port, Japan 
nee-gat-uh /‘ni:gata/ 
Nijinsky, Vaslav Russian dancer 
vass-luhf nizh-in-ski /,vaslef n1'3inski/ 


Sometimes anglicized to nij-in-ski. 


Nijmegen town, Netherlands 
ny-may-guhn /‘nammergan/, 
['‘neime:ya(n)] 
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Nike Greek goddess, also a sportswear 
company 
ny-ki /‘narki/ 

Nikkei stock market index 
nik-ay /‘nike1/ 

nil desperandum ‘don’t give up’ (Latin) 
nil desp-uh-ran-duhm /‘nil 
,despa'randam/ 

nimbostratus cloud 
nim-boh-strah-tuhss 
/ mmmbau'stra:tes/ 

NIMBY Not In My Back Yard 
nim-bi /‘n1mbi/ 

Nimes city, France 
neem /ni:m/ 

Nin, Anais French writer 
an-uh-eess neen /ana,i:s 'ni:n/ 

Nineveh ancient city, Assyria 
nin-uh-vuh /‘nmeva/ 

Ningxia autonomous region, China 
ning-shyah /,nin‘fja:/ 

Ninian, St Scottish bishop 
nin-i-uhn /‘ninien/ 

Niobe Greek mythological name 
ny-uh-bi /‘natabi/ 

niobium chemical element 
ny-oh-bi-uhm /nar'aubiem/ 

Nipissing district, Canada 
nip-iss-ing /‘nipisiy/ 

NIREX Nuclear Industry Radioactive 
Waste Executive 
ny-reks /‘natreks/ 

nirvana transcendent state 
neer-vah-nuh /nta(r)'va:na/ 

Ni8 (also Nish) city, Serbia 
neesh /ni:f/ 

nisi legal term 
ny-sy /‘narsat/ 

Niterdi port, Brazil 
nee-tuh-roy /,ni:ta'ro1/ 

nitrogen chemical element 
ny-truh-juhn /naitradgan/ 

Niue island, New Zealand 
ni-oo-ay /ni'u:er/ 

Nizhniy Novgorod port, Russia 
nizh-ni nov-guh-rod /,n13n1 
‘novgernd/, [,n‘izni ‘novgerat] 

* Established anglicization. 

Njal Icelandic mythological character 

nyowl /njaul/ 
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Nkrumah, Kwame Ghanaian politician 
kwam-i ng-kroo-muh / kwami 
y'kru:mo/ 

Nobel, Alfred Swedish chemist 
al-fred noh-bel / alfred neu'bel/ 


Stress sometimes shifts to the first syllable 
in the phrase ‘Nobel Prize’: noh-bel pryz. 


nobelium chemical element 
noh-bee-li-uhm /nau'bi:lram/ 
noblesse oblige aristocratic duty 
noh-bless uh-bleezh /nau,bles a'bli:3/ 
Noh (also No) Japanese theatre 
noh /nau/ 
noisette piece of meat 
nwaz-et /nwa'zet/ 
noisome smelly 
noy-suhm /'narsam/ 
Nokia telecommunications company 
nok-i-uh /‘npkia/ 
noli me tangere ‘don’t touch me’ 
(Latin) 
noh-li may tang-guh-ray /,nauli mer 
‘tangerel/ 


Other pronunciations are possible; see LATIN 
panel. 


nolle prosequi legal term 
nol-i pross-uh-kwy /,nvli ‘prosokwat/ 
Nolte, Nick American actor 
nohi-ti /noulti/ 
nom de guerre assumed name 
nom duh gair /, nom da 'ge:(r)/ 
nom de plume pen name 
nom duh ploom / nom de 'plu:m/ 
Nome city, US 
nohm /navm/ 
nomenclature naming 
nuh-men-kluh-chuhr 
/na'menkletfa(r)/ 


AM is noh-muhn-klay-chuhr. 


nonagon nine-sided shape 
non-uh-guhn /‘npnagan/ 

nonchalant relaxed 
non-shuh-luhnt /‘nonfelent/ 

nonpareil matchless 
non-puh-rayl / nonps'rerl/ 

non sequitur illogical statement 
non sek-wi-tuhr /non ‘sekwita(r)/ 

Nootka Canadian ethnic group 
nuut-kuh /‘nutke/ 

nori edible seaweed 


Nkrumah, Kwame | nous 
naw-ri /‘no:ri/ 

Noriega, Manuel Panamanian 
statesman 
man-wel norr-i-ay-guh /man,wel 
Morr'erga/ 

Norrképing city, Sweden 
nor-shoe-ping /‘no:(r), fo:pin/ 

Northampton town, England 
nor-thamp-tuhn /no:(r)'@ampten/ 

Northumberland county, England 
nor-thum-buhr-luhnd 
/nox(r)'8amba(r)lend/ 

Norway country 
nor-way /'no:(r)wel/ 


Established anglicization. The Norwegian 
name is Norge, pronounced nor-guh. 


Norwalk virus virus causing 
gastroenteritis 
nor-wawk /'no:(r)wo:k/ 
Norwich city, England 
norr-ij /‘norid3/ 
Nosferatu vampire 
noss-fuh-rah-too / nvsfe'ra:tu:/ 
Nostradamus French astrologer 
noss-truh-dah-muhss / nvstra'da:mas/ 
Nostratic hypothetical language group 
noss-trat-ik /nv'stratik/ 
nota bene ‘observe carefully’ (Latin) 
noh-tuh ben-ay /,nauta ‘bener/ 
Notogaea zoogeographical area 
noh-tuh-jee-uh / navta'd3i:a/ 
Notre-Dame cathedral in Paris 
not-ruh-dahm / notre'da:m/ 


However, the US university of the same 
name is pronounced noh-tuhr daym. 


Nottingham city, England 
not-ing-uhm /‘nvtinam/ 
Nouadhibou port, Mauritania 
nwad-i-boo / nwadr'bu:/ 
Nouakchott capital of Mauritania 
nwak-shot /nwak'fot/ 
nougat sweet 
noo-gah /‘nu:ga:/ 


Less commonly also nug-uht. AM is 
noo-guht. 


Noumeéa capital of New Caledonia 
noo-may-uh /nu:'mere/ 

nous common sense 
nowss /naus/ 


nouveau riche | Nyx 


nouveau riche recently wealthy people 
noo-voh reesh /,nu:vao0 'ri:J/ 

nouvelle cuisine modern cookery 
noo-vel kwi-zeen /nu:vel kwr'zi:n/ 

Nova Scotia peninsula, Canada 
noh-vuh skoh-shuh /, nauva 'skeusa/ 

Novaya Zemlya islands, Arctic Ocean 
nov-uh-yuh zuhm-lyah / novaja 
zam'lja:/ 

Novello, Ivor Welsh songwriter 
nuh-vel-oh /na'velau/ 

Novgorod city, Russia 
nov-guh-rod /‘novgarnd/, [‘novgarat] 
* Established anglicization. 

Novosibirsk city, Russia 
nov-uh-sib-eersk /,novasi'bia(r)sk/ 

Novotny, Antonin Czechoslovakian 
statesman 
an-ton-een nov-ot-nee /,antoni:n 
npvot,ni:/ 

Noye’s Fludde opera by Britten 
noh-uhz flud /.nauaz 'flad/ 

NSAID Non-Steroidal 
Anti-Inflammatory Drug 
en-sed /‘ensed/ 

nu letter of the Greek alphabet 
nyoo /nju:/ 

Nuala Irish girl’s name 
noo-luh /‘nu:la/ 

nuance subtle difference 
nyoo-ahnss /‘nju:a:ns/ 

Nubia ancient region of Africa 
nyoo-bi-uh /‘nju:bia/ 

Nubuck leather 
nyoo-buk /'nju:bak/ 

nuchal relating to the nape of the neck 
nyoo-kuhl /‘nju:kal/ 

nuclear relating to the nucleus of an 
atom 
nyoo-kli-uhr /‘nju:klia(r)/ 
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numismatics study of coins 
nyoo-miz-mat-iks / nju:miz'matiks/ 
Nunavut territory, Canada 
noo-nuh-vuut /‘nu:navut/ 
Nunc Dimittis Christian canticle 
nuunk di-mit-tiss /nunk di'mitis/ 
nunchaku Japanese weapon 
nun-chak-oo /nan'tfaku:/ 
nuncio papal envoy 
nun-si-oh /‘nansiou/ 
nuoc mam Vietnamese fish sauce 
nwok mahm /nwok 'ma:m/ 
nuptial marital 
nup-shuhl /‘napfal/ 
Niirburgring motor-race track, 
Germany 
nuer-boork-ring /‘ny:(r)bua(r)krin/ 
Nuremberg city, Germany 
nyoor-uhm-burg /‘njuaramba:(r)g/ 
Established anglicization. The German 


name is Niirnberg, pronounced 
nuern-bairk. 


Nureyev, Rudolf Russian ballet dancer 
roo-dolf noo-ray-uhf /,ru:dolf 
nu:retof/ 

Nut Egyptian goddess 
nuut /not/ 

Nuuk capital of Greenland 
nook /nu:k/ 

Nyala city, Sudan 
nyah-luh /‘nja:la/ 

Nyerere, Julius Tanzanian statesman 
joo-li-uhss nyerr-air-i /,dzu:lias 
nje're:ri/ 

nyckelharpa musical instrument 
nuek-el-har-puh /‘nykel,ha:(r)pa/ 

Nyman, Michael English composer 
ny-muhn /‘naimen/ 

Nynorsk literary form of Norwegian 
nue-norshk /‘ny:no:(r)Sk/ 


An incorrect pronunciation, 
nyoo-kyuul-uhr, is sometimes heard. 


nugatory unimportant 
nyoo-guh-tri /‘nju:gatri/ 
Nukw’alofa capital of Tonga 
noo-koo-uh-loh-fuh / nu:ku:s'leufa/ 
Nullarbor Plain arid zone in Australia 
nul-uhr-bor /‘nala(r)bo:(r)/ 


Sometimes anglicized to nee-norsk. 


Nyquist criterion electronics term 
ny-kwist /‘natkwist/ 

Nystrém, Gésta Swedish composer 
yoess-tuh nue-stroem /,jasta 
'ny:strem/ 

Nyx Greek goddess 
niks /niks/ 
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Oahu island, Hawaii 
oh-ah-hoo /av'a:hu:/ 

Oaxaca city and state, Mexico 
wuh-hah-kuh /wa'ha:ka/, Spanish 
[wa’xaka] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Obadiah Hebrew prophet 
oh-buh-dy-uh /,auba'data/ 

Oban port, Scotland 
oh-buhn /‘auban/ 

Obasanjo, Olusegun Nigerian 
president 
ol-oo-sheg-oon ob-ass-an-joh 
/o'lu:Segu:n p'basand3au/ 

obbligato instrumental part 
ob-lig-ah-toh /,pbli'ga:tau/ 

obdurate stubborn 
ob-dyuu-ruht /‘obdjurat/ 

obeah sorcery 
oh-bi-uh /‘aubia/ 

obeisance respect 
oh-bay-suhnss /au'‘betsans/ 

obelisk tapering stone pillar 
ob-uh-lisk /‘obalisk/ 

Oberammergau village, Germany 
oh-buhr-am-uhr-gow 
/ aubar'ama(r)gau/ 

Oberhausen city, Germany 
oh-buhr-how-zuhn /‘auba(r),havzen/ 

Oberon Shakespearean character, also 
one of Uranus’s moons 
oh-buh-ron /‘aubarpn/ 

obfuscate make unclear 
ob-fuss-kayt /‘obfaskeit/ 

obi kimono sash 
oh-bi /‘aubi/ 

obiter dictum judge's opinion, not 
legally binding 
ob-it-uhr dik-tuhm /,pbita(r) 'diktam/ 

obituary death notice 
uh-bich-oo-uhr-i /a'bitfuari/ 

object thing 
ob-jekt /‘nbd3ekt/ 
object disagree 


uhb-jekt /ab‘d3ekt/ 
objet d’art decorative item 
ob-zhay dar /,pb3er ‘da:(r)/ 
objet trouvé found object, displayed as a 
work of art 
ob-zhay troo-vay /,pb3e1 'tru:ver/ 
oblast administrative region in Russia 
ob-last /‘oblast/ 
obligatory required by rule 
uh-blig-uh-tuh-ri /e'bligatari/ 
Oblomov play by Goncharov 
uh-blom-uhf /a'blomaf/ 
obloquy public condemnation 
ob-luh-kwi /‘pblakwi/ 
oboe d’amore musical instrument 
oh-boh dam-aw-ray /,aubau 
da'ma:re1/ 
Obote, Milton Ugandan statesman 
uh-boh-tay /a'baute1/ 
obscurantism deliberate hiding of 
information 
ob-skyuu-rant-iz-uhm 
/ vbskju'rantizam/ 
obsequies funeral rites 
ob-suh-kwiz /‘obsakwiz/ 
obsequious attentive to an excessive 
degree 
uhb-see-kwi-uhss /ab‘si:kwias/ 
obsidian volcanic rock 
uhb-sid-i-uhn /ab'sidian/ 
obstetrician doctor specializing in 
obstetrics 
ob-stuh-trish-uhn / vbsta'trifan/ 
obstetrics medicine concerned with 
childbirth 
uhb-stet-riks /ab'stetriks/ 
obstreperous difficult to control 
uhb-strep-uh-ruhss /ab'streparas/ 
obstruent speech sound 
ob-stroo-uhnt /‘pbstruent/ 
ocarina wind instrument 
ok-uh-ree-nuh /,oka'ri:na/ 
O’Cathain, Detta Irish-born British 
politician 
det-uh oh-kuh-hoyn / deta avka‘horn/ 


Occam’s razor | oedema 


Occam’s razor reductionist principle 
ok-uhmz /‘okemz/ 

Occident countries of the West 
ok-sid-uhnt /‘nksidant/ 

occipital bone bone in the skull 
ok-sip-it-uhl /ok’srpital/ 

Occitan language of southern France 
ok-si-tuhn /‘nksitan/ 

occult supernatural 
ok-ult /‘okalt/ 


Less commonly also ok-ult. 


Oceania islands of the Pacific Ocean 
oh-si-ah-ni-uh /,ausi'a:nia/ 


Commonly also oh-shi-ah-ni-uh; this 
variation in pronunciation is also possible 
with all the ocean- words below. 


oceanic relating to the ocean 
oh-si-an-ik /ausi‘antk/ 

Oceanid pl. Oceanides sea nymph 
oh-see-uh-nid, pl. oh-si-an-id-eez 
/av'sizenid/, pl. /,ausr'anidi:z/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Oceanus Greek god 
oh-see-uh-nuhss /au'si:anas/ 

ocelot wild cat 
oss-uh-lot /‘psalot/ 

och Scottish interjection 
okh /px/ 

oche line behind which darts players 
stand 
ok-i /'pki/ 

ochre pigment 
oh-kuhr /‘auka(r)/ 

Ockeghem, Johannes Flemish 
composer 
yoh-han-uhss ok-uh-khuhm 
/jou,hanas 'pkaxam/ 

Ocracoke island, US 
oh-kruh-kohk /‘aukrekauk/ 

octahedron three-dimensional shape 
ok-tuh-hee-druhn / okta‘hi:dran/ 

octameter line of verse consisting of 
eight metrical feet 
ok-tam-uh-tuhr /pk'tamata(r)/ 
octave series of eight notes 
ok-tuhv /‘oktav/ 

Octavian Roman emperor Augustus 
ok-tay-vi-uhn /ok'tervian/ 

octavo page size 
ok-tah-voh /pk'ta:vau/ 
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Less commonly also ok-tay-voh. 


octet group of eight people or things 
ok-tet /nk'tet/ 

octopus pl. octopodes, octopi sea 
creature 
ok-tuh-puhss, pl. ok-tuh-poh-deez, 
ok-tuh-py /‘oktapas/, pl. /okta'paudi:z/, 
/‘oktepat/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 

octuple consisting of eight parts 
ok-tyoo-puhl /pk'tju:pal/ 
Less commonly also ok-tyuup-uhl; see 
STRESS panel, 


ocular connected with the eyes or vision 
ok-yuul-uhr /‘okjole(r)/ 

odalisque female slave 
oh-dub-lisk /‘audalisk/ 

Odense port, Denmark 
oh-duhn-suh /‘audansa/ 

Odent, Michel French obstetrician 
mee-shel oh-dah(ng) /mi:'Sel av'da/ 

Oder river, central Europe 
oh-duhr /‘auda(r)/ 

Odessa port, Ukraine 
oh-dess-uh /au'desa/ 

Odets, Clifford American dramatist 
oh-dets /au'dets/ 

Odin Norse god; also called Wodin or 
Wotan 
oh-din /‘audin/ 

odium hatred or unpopularity 
oh-di-uhm /‘audiam/ 

odometer instrument for measuring 
distance 
oh-dom-uh-tuhr /au'domata(r)/ 

Odone, Christina British journalist 
kriss-tee-nuh oh-doh-nay /kris'ti:na 
au'daunel/ 

odontology scientific study of teeth 
od-on-tol-uh-ji /,odon'tolad3i/ 

odoriferous giving off a smell 
oh-duh-rif-uh-ruhss /,auda'rifaras/ 

Odysseus Greek mythological character 
uh-diss-yooss /a'disju:s/ 
Commonly also uh-diss-i-uhss. 


Odyssey Greek epic poem; also any long 
journey 
od-iss-i /‘pdisi/ 

oedema medical condition 
ee-dee-muh /i:'di:ma/ 
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Oedipus Greek mythological character 
ee-dip-uhss /‘i:dipas/ 


AM also ed-ip-uhss. 


OEIC Open-Ended Investment Company 
oyk /ork/ 

oenology study of wines 
ee-nol-uh-ji /i: nvlad3i/ 

Oenone Greek mythological character 
ee-noh-ni /i:'naoni/ 

oenophile connoisseur of wines 
ee-nub-fyl /i:nafail/ 

Oersted, Hans Christian Danish 
physicist 
hanss krist-yuhn oer-steth / hans 
skristjan ‘ce(r)sted/ 

oesophagus pl. oesophagi part of the 
alimentary canal 
uh-sof-uh-guhss, pl. uh-sof-uh-jy 
/a'svfagas/, pl. /-faza1/ 


Commonly also ee-sof-uh-guhss. Standard 
-es plural is also possible. 


oestrogen female hormone 
ee-struh-juhn /‘i:stradzan/ 
AM is est-ruh-juhn. 


oestrus period of fertility 
ee-struhss /‘i:stras/ 


AM is est-ruhss. 


oeuvre artist’s body of work 
ur-vruh /‘a:vra/ 
Offa historical king of Mercia 
of-uh /‘pfa/ 
Offaly county, Republic of Ireland 
of-uh-li /‘ofali/ 
Offenbach, Jacques German composer 
zhahk of-uhn-bakh /,30:k 'pfanbax/ 
officiate act in charge 
uh-fish-i-ayt /a'fifiert/ 
Ofgem OFfice of Gas and Electricity 
Markets 
of-jem /'vfdzem/ 
Ofili, Chris English artist 
kriss uh-fee-li / kris a'fi:li/ 
often frequently 
of-uhn /‘pfan/ 


Commonly also oft-uhn. 


Ofwat OF fice of WATer Services 
of-wot /‘ofwot/ 

Ogaden desert, Ethiopia 
og-uh-den /,nga‘den/ 


Oedipus | Olaf 


Ogbomosho city, Nigeria 
og-buh-moh-shoh /,ngba'maufau/ 

ogdoad group of eight 
og-doh-ad /‘ngdavad/ 

Ogen melon variety 
oh-gen /‘sugen/ 

ogham ancient British and Irish alphabet 
og-uhm /‘ngam/ 

ogonek diacritic symbol 
og-on-ek /v’gonek/ 

Ohio state, US 
oh-hy-oh /au'harau/ 

Ohm, Georg Simon German physicist 
gay-ork zee-mon ohm /,ge1o:(r)k 
zi:mpn ‘aum/ 

ohm unit of resistance 
ohm /aum/ 

Ohrid lake between Macedonia and 
Albania 
okh-rid /‘oxrid/ 

Oireachtas legislature of the Irish 
Republic 
err-uhk-tuhss /’eraktas/, Irish 
[ervaxtas/ 

Oisin mythical Irish bard; also called 
Ossian 
oh-sheen /av'fi:n/ 

okapi large mammal 
oh-kah-pi /av’ka:pi/ 

Okara city, Pakistan 
oh-kah-ruh /au'ka:ra/ 

Okayama city, Japan 
oh-kuh-yah-muh /,auka'ja:ma/ 

Okeechobee, Lake lake, US 
oh-kuh-choh-bee / auke't faubi:/ 

O'Keeffe, Georgia American painter 
jor-juh oh-keef /,d30:(r)d3a au'ki:f/ 

Okefenokee swamp, US 
oh-kuh-fuh-noh-kee /,aukafa'nauki:/ 

Okhotsk sea and town, Russia 
uh-khotsk /a'xptsk/ 

Okinawa region, Japan 
oh-kin-ah-wuh /,avk'na:wa/ 

Oklahoma state, US 
oh-kluh-hoh-muh /,aukla'‘hauma/ 

okra edible plant 
oh-kruh /‘aukra/ 

Okri, Ben Nigerian writer 
ben oh-kri /ben ‘aukri/ 

Olaf name of five kings of Norway 
oh-lav /‘aulav/, [u:laf} 


Oland | oncology 


¢ Established anglicization. 
Oland island, Sweden 

oe-land /‘e:land/ 
olde worlde quaint 

ohl-di wurl-di /,auldi 'wa:(r)ldi/ 


A pseudo-archaic pronunciation, often used 
to suggest inauthenticity. 


Oldenburg, Claes Swedish-American 
artist 
klahss ohl-duhn-burg /kla:s 
‘guldenba:(r)g/ 
Oldham town, England 
ohl-duhm /‘auldam/ 
Oldowan early Lower Palaeolithic 
culture of Africa 
ol-doh-wuhn /'‘pldauwan/ 
Olduvai gorge, Tanzania 
ol-duuv-y /‘olduva1/ 
olé ‘bravo’ (Spanish) 
oh-lay /au'let/ 
oleaginous oily 
oh-li-aj-in-uhss /,aul'ad3mas/ 
oleander poisonous shrub 
oh-li-an-duhr /ault'anda(r)/ 
Oleanna play by David Mamet 
ol-i-an-uh /,plr'ana/ 
Olestra trademark synthetic fat substitute 
ol-est-ruh /p'lestro/ 
olfactory relating to smell 
ol-fak-tuh-ri /ol'faktari/ 
oligarch ruler 
ol-ig-ark /'‘pliga:(r)k/ 
Oligocene geological epoch 
ol-ig-uh-seen /‘pligasi:n/ 
olingo nocturnal mammal 
ol-ing-goh /p'lingau/ 
olio spiced stew 
oh-li-oh /‘auliau/ 
Olivier, Laurence English actor 
lorr-uhnss uh-liv-i-ay /lprans a'livier/ 
Olmec ancient Meso-American 
civilization 
ol-mek /‘olmek/ 
Olomouc city, Czech Republic 
ol-uh-mohts /‘nlamauts/ 
oloroso dark sherry 
ol-uh-roh-soh /,vle'rauseu/ 
Olsztyn city, Poland 
ol-shtin /‘olftm/ 
Olympiad occasion when Olympic 
Games are held 
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uh-lim-pi-ad /s‘impiad/ 
Olympus home of the Greek gods 
uh-lim-puhss /a'limpas/ 
om Hindu mystic mantra 
ohm /aom/ 
Omaar, Rageh Somali BBC reporter 
tag-i oh-mar /,ragi ‘auma:(r)/ 
Omaha city, US 
oh-muh-hah /‘aumeha:/ 
Oman country 
oh-mahn /au'ma:n/ 
Omar Khayyam Persian poet and 
mathematician 
oh-mar ky-ahm / aoma:(r) kar'a:m/ 
ombudsman official who investigates 
complaints 
om-buudz-muhn /‘ombudzman/ 
Omdurman city, Sudan 
om-duhr-mahn / pmda(r)'ma:n/ 
omega letter of the Greek alphabet 
oh-mig-uh /‘aumiga/ 
omerta code of silence 
oh-mair-tah /,eume:(r)'ta:/ 
omicron letter of the Greek alphabet 
oh-my-kron /eu'markron/ 
Commonly also om-i-kron. 


omnipotent having unlimited power 
om-nip-uh-tuhnt /om'nipetent/ 
omniscient knowing everything 
om-niss-i-uhnt /om'nisiant/ 
omnivorous eating food of both plant 
and animal origin 
om-niv-uh-ruhss /pm'nivaras/ 
omphalos pl. omphaloi centre or hub 
om-fuh-loss, pl. om-fuh-loy /'‘pmfalps/, 
pl. /-lo1/ 
Omsk city, Russia 
omsk /omsk/ 
onanism masturbation 
oh-nuh-niz-uhm /‘aonenizam/ 
Onassis, Aristotle Greek businessman 
arr-ist-ot-uhl oh-nass-iss /,aristotal 
au'nasis/ 
onchocerciasis river blindness 
on-koh-sur-ky-uh-siss 
/ oykausa:(r)'katasis/ 
oncology study and treatment of 
tumours 
ong-kol-uh-ji /on'kvled3i/ 
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Ondaatje, Michael Sri 
Lankan-Canadian writer 
my-kuhl on-dah-tyuh /,markal 
on'‘da:tja/ 

ondes martenot electronic musical 
instrument 
o(ng)d mar-tuh-noh /dd 'ma:(r)tanau/ 

on dit piece of gossip 
o(ng) dee /i '‘di:/ 

Onega port and lake, Russia 
uh-nyeg-uh /a'njega/ 

Onegin, Eugene see Eugene Onegin 

Oneida American Indian ethnic group 
oh-ny-duh /au'naida/ 

oneiromancy interpretation of dreams 
uh-ny-ruh-man-si /a'naira,mansi/ 

onerous difficult 
oh-nuh-ruhss /‘aunaras/ 
Commonly also on-uh-ruhss. 


Ondaatje, Michael | Oran 


Exporting Countries 
oh-pek /‘aupek/ 
Opel, Wilhelm von German motor 
manufacturer 
vil-helm fon oh-puhl /,vulhelm fon 
‘aupel/ 
opéra bouffe French comic opera 
op-air-uh boof /,ope:ra ‘bu:f/ 
opera buffa Italian comic opera 
op-air-uh boo-fuh /,vpe:ra 'bu:fa/ 
Ophelia Shakespearean character 
uh-fee-li-uh /a'fi:lia/ 
ophicleide organ stop 
of-ik-lyd /oftklard/ 
Ophiuchus constellation 
oh-fyoo-kuhss /au'fju:kes/ 
ophthalmology branch of medicine 
concerned with the eye 
of-thal-mol-uh-ji /,oféal'mvlad3i/ 


Ono, Yoko Japanese-American musician 
yoh-koh oh-noh /,jaukas 'auneu/ 

onomastic relating to the study of 
proper names 
on-uh-mass-tik /pna'mastrk/ 

onomatopoeia formation of a word 
from an associated sound 
on-uh-mat-uh-pee-uh /, pnamata'pi:e/ 

Ontario province, Canada 
on-tair-i-oh /pn'te:riau/ 

ontology branch of metaphysics 
on-tol-uh-ji /on'tolad3i/ 

onus responsibility 
oh-nuhss /‘aonas/ 

onyx semi-precious variety of agate 
on-iks /‘ontks/ 

oocyte cell in an ovary 
oh-uh-syt /‘auasait/ 

oogenesis production or development of 
an ovum 
oh-uh-jen-ub-siss /aua'd3entsis/ 

oology collecting of birds’ eggs 
oh-ol-uh-ji /au'plad3i/ 

oolong dark-coloured China tea 
oo-long /‘u:lon/ 

Oort, Jan Hendrik Dutch astronomer 
yun hend-rik ort /jan jhendrtk '9:(r)t/ 

opacity opposite of transparency 
uh-pass-it-i /a'pasiti/ 

opaque not able to be seen through 
oh-payk /au'perk/ 

OPEC Organization of Petroleum 


Commonly also op-thal-mol-uh-ji. 


Oporto see Porto 

opossum mammal 
uh-poss-uhm /a'posam/ 

oppidum ancient Celtic fortified town 
op-id-uhm /‘ppidam/ 

opportune especially convenient 
op-puhr-tyoon /‘ppa(r)tju:n/ 

opprobrium harsh criticism 
uh-proh-bri-uhm /a'praubriam/ 

oppugn question the truth of 
uh-pyoon /a'pju:n/ 

opsimath person who begins to study 
late in life 
op-sim-ath /‘ppsimaé/ 

optative grammatical mood 
op-tuh-tiv /‘optativ/ 
Less commonly also op-tay-tiv. 


opus pl. opera musical composition 
oh-puhss, pl. op-uh-ruh /‘aupas/, pl. 
/‘vpera/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Opus Dei Catholic organization; ‘God's 
work’ (Latin) 
oh-puhss day-ee /,aupas 'deri:/ 
oracy ability to speak fluently 
aw-ruh-si /‘9:rasi/ 
Oradea city, Romania 
aw-rah-di-uh /9:'ra:dia/ 
Oran port, Algeria 
aw-rahn /9:'ra:n/ 


orang-utan | Orion 


orang-utan ape 
uh-rang-oo-tan /a'ranu:,tan/ 


If spelt orang-utang, pronounced 
uh-rang-oo-tang. 


Oranienburg town, Germany; site of a 
Second World War concentration camp 
orr-ah-ni-uhn-buurk /p'ra:nianbu(r)k/ 

Oranjestad capital of Aruba 
aw-ran-yuh-staht /o:'ranja,sta:t/ 

oratorio large-scale musical work 
o-ruh-tor-i-oh /,ora‘to:riau/ 

oratory small chapel 
orr-uh-tuh-ri /‘oratari/ 

Orbison, Roy American singer 
roy or-biss-uhn /,ra1 '0:(r)bisan/ 

orca whale 
or-kuh /'o:(r)ka/ 

Orcadian relating to the Orkney Islands 
or-kay-di-uhn /9:(r)'kerdian/ 

Orcagna, Andrea Italian painter and 
architect 
an-dray-uh or-kah-nyuh /an‘drera 
o:(r)'kamnja/ 

orchitis inflammation of the testicles 
or-ky-tiss /o:(r)'kaitis/ 

Orezy, Emmuska Hungarian-British 
novelist 
em-uush-kuh ort-si /,emufka ‘9:(r)tsi/ 

ordinand trainee priest 
or-di-nand /'o:(r)dimand/ 

ordinarily usually 
or-duh-nuh-ril-i /'9:(r)daneartli/ 


Commonly also or-di-nair-il-i. 


ordinary usual 
or-duh-nuh-ri /'o:(r)danari/ 


Reduced pronunciations such as ord-nuh-ri 
or ord-uhn-ri are common, and or-din-err-i 
is also possible. 


ordinate mathematical line 
or-di-nuht /‘o:(r)dimat/ 
Ordnance Survey organization which 
produces maps 
ord-nuhnss sur-vay /,0:(r)dnans 
'sa:(r)vel/ 
Ordovician geological period 
or-duh-vish-i-uhn /,o:(r)da'vifian/ 
ordure excrement 
or-dyuur /‘o:(r)djua(r)/ 
GOrebro city, Sweden 
oe-ruh-broo /,ce:ra'bru:/ 
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orecchiette small pieces of ear-shaped 
pasta 
orr-ek-kyet-ay /,pre'kjeter/ 

oregano culinary herb 
o-ruh-gah-noh /,vra‘ga:nau/ 
AM is uh-reg-uh-noh. 


Oregon state, US 
orr-uh-guhn /‘pragen/ 

Orel city, Russia 
uh-rel /a'rel/ 

Orenburg city, Russia 
orr-uhn-burg /‘pranba:(r)g/ 

Oreo trademark American chocolate 
biscuit 
aw-ri-oh /‘a:rian/ 

Oresteia play trilogy by Aeschylus 
orr-est-y-uh /pres'tato/ 

Orestes Greek mythological character 
orr-est-eez /v'resti:z/ 

@resund (also Gresund) strait between 
Sweden and Denmark 
oe-ruh-suund /,ce:ra'sund/ 

orfe fish 
orf /o:(r)E/ 

Orfeo ed Euridice opera by Gluck 
or-fay-oh ed ay-oo-rid-ee-chay 
/o:(r)'ferau ed eru:ri'di:tfer/ 

Orff, Car] German composer 
karl orf /ka:(r)] 'o:(r)f/ 

organdie cotton fabric 
or-guhn-di /'9:(r)gandi/ 

organum type of polyphonic music 
or-guh-nuhm /'s:(r)ganam/ 

organza dress fabric 
or-gan-zuh /9:(r)'ganza/ 

orgone excess life force 
or-gohn /‘9:(r)gaun/ 

oriel large upper-storey bay with a 
window 
aw-ri-uhl /‘o:rial/ 

orifice opening 
orr-if-iss /‘prifis/ 

origami Japanese art of folding paper 
orr-ig-ah-mi /,or1'ga:mi/ 

Origen Christian scholar and theologian 
orr-ij-uhn /‘oridzen/ 

Orinoco river, South America 
orr-in-oh-koh / prrnaukau/ 

oriole bird 
aw-ri-ohl] /‘o:rieul/ 

Orion constellation 
uh-ry-uhn /a'raran/ 
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orison prayer 
orr-iz-uhn /‘or1zan/ 
Orissa state, India 
uh-riss-uh /a'risa/ 
Orkneys islands, Scotland 
ork-neez /‘9:(r)kni:z/ 
Orlando city, US 
or-lan-doh /9:(r)‘landau/ 
Orleans city, France 
or-lay-ah(ng) /9:(r)ler'a/ 


Less commonly anglicized to or-lee-uhnz, 
which is the pronunciation used for the 
place of the same name in Quebec. See also 
NEW ORLEANS, 


Ormazd Zoroastrian god 
or-muhzd /‘s:(r)mezd/ 
ormolu metal alloy 
or-muh-loo /'9:(r)malu:/ 
ornery bad-tempered 
or-nuh-ri /'9:(r)nari/ 
ornithology study of birds 
or-nith-ol-uh-ji /,0:(r)nr'@vlad3i/ 
orography branch of geography dealing 
with mountains 
orr-og-ruh-fi /p'rografi/ 
Oromo member of an East African 
ethnic group 
orr-uh-moh /‘pramau/ 
Orontes river, Asia 
uh-ron-teez /a'ronti:z/ 
oropharynx part of the throat 
aw-roh-farr-inks /,o:rau'farinks/ 
orotund imposing 
orr-oh-tund /‘pravtand/ 
orpharion stringed instrument 
or-farr-i-uhn /9:(r)'farian/ 
Orpheus Greek mythological character 
or-fyooss /'9:(r)fju:s/ 


Commonly also or-fi-uhss. 


orrery model of the solar system 
orr-uh-ri /‘orari/ 
ortanique citrus fruit 
or-tuh-neek /,9:(r)ta'ni:k/ 
Ortega, Daniel Nicaraguan statesman 
dan-yel or-tay-guh /dan,jel 9:(r)'terga/ 
orthodontics treatment of dental 
irregularities 
or-thuh-don-tiks /,9:(r)6e‘dontiks/ 
orthoepy correct or accepted 
pronunciation of words 
or-thoh-uh-pi /a:(r)'dauapi/ 


orison | osmium 


Less commonly also or-thoh-ep-i or 
or-thoh-ee-pi. We find it ironic that the 
pronunciation of this word is so variable. 


orthognathous having a jaw which does 
not project forwards 
or-thog-nuh-thuhss /a:(r)'6ognatas/ 
orthogonal involving right angles 
or-thog-uh-nuhl /9:(r)'@ngenal/ 
orthography spelling system 
or-thog-ruh-fi /9:(r)'6ngrafi/ 
orthopaedics branch of medicine 
dealing with bones or muscle deformity 
or-thuh-pee-diks /,9:(r)6a'pi:diks/ 
orthosis pl. orthoses splint or brace 
or-thoh-siss, pl. or-thoh-seez 
/o:(r)'Bausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
ortolan bird 
or-tuh-luhn /‘s:(r)talen/ 
Oruro city, Bolivia 
uh-roo-roh /a'ru:rau/ 
Orvieto town, Italy 
or-vyay-toh /o:(r)'vjeitau/ 
oryx antelope 
orr-iks /‘oriks/ 
Orzo small pieces of pasta 
ort-soh /'0:(r)tsau/ 
Osaka port, Japan 
oh-sah-kuh /au'sa:ka/ 
* See Japanese panel. 
oscillate move in a regular rhythm 
oss-il-ayt /’pstleit/ 
oscular relating to kissing 
osk-yuul-uhr /’pskjula(r)/ 
Osh city, Kyrgyzstan 
osh /pf/ 
Oshawa city, Canada 
osh-uh-wuh /'pfawa/ 
osier willow 
oh-zi-uhr /‘auzia(r)/ 
Osijek city, Croatia 
oss-i-yek /‘pstjek/ 
Osiris Egyptian god 
oh-sy-riss /au'sairis/ 
Oslo capital of Norway 
o2-loh /‘vzlau/, [‘uslu] 
* Established anglicization. 
Osman I Turkish founder of the 
Ottoman empire 
oz-muhn /‘ozman/ 
osmium chemical element 
oz-mi-uhm /‘pzmiem/ 


osmosis | Ottoman 


osmosis process of diffusion 
oz-moh-siss /oz'mousis/ 
Osnabriick city, Germany 
oz-nuh-bruuk /‘pznabruk/, 
(,osna'bryk] 
osnaburg coarse linen 
oz-nuh-burg /‘pznaba:(r)g/ 
osprey bird of prey 
osp-ri /‘ospri/ 


Less commonly also osp-ray. 


Ossetia region, Caucasus 
oss-et-i-uh /vs'etia/ 


An older anglicized pronunciation, 
uh-see-shuh, is given in various reference 
works. Our research has indicated that the 
pronunciation we recommend, which is 
closer to the Russian, is more acceptable. 


Ossi citizen of the former German 
Democratic Republic 
oss-i /‘psi/ 
Ossian legendary Irish bard; also called 
Oisin 
oss-i-uhn /‘osian/ 
ossify turn into bone 
oss-i-fy /‘psifa1/ 
osso buco Italian dish made of shin of 
veal 
oss-oh boo-koh /,nsau 'bu:kau/ 
ossuary receptacle for bones 
oss-yoo-uh-ri /‘psjuari/ 
Ostade, Adriaen van Dutch painter 
and engraver 
ah-dri-ahn vun ost-ah-duh /‘a:dria:n 
van p'sta:da/ 
Ostend port, Belgium 
ost-end /p'stend/ 
ostensible appearing to be true, but not 
necessarily so 
ost-en-sib-uhl /p'stensibal/ 
ostentatious showy 
ost-en-tay-shuhss / psten'terfas/ 
osteomyelitis inflammation of bone or 
bone marrow 
ost-i-oh-my-uh-ly-tiss 
/,ostioumatea'laitis/ 
osteopathy branch of complementary 
medicine 
ost-i-op-uh-thi / psti'ppadi/ 
osteoporosis medical condition 
ost-i-oh-puh-roh-siss 
/,pstiaupa'rausis/ 
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Ostia ancient city, Italy 
ost-i-uh /‘pst1a/ 

ostinato pl. ostinati repeated musical 
phrase 
ost-in-ah-toh, pl. ost-in-ah-ti 
/ psti'na:tau/, pl. /-'na:ti/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
ostler person employed to look after 

guests’ horses 

oss-luhr /‘vsla(r)/ 

Ostpolitik foreign policy of détente with 
the former communist bloc 
ost-pol-it-eek /‘pstpoli,ti:k/ 

ostracize exclude 
ost-ruh-syz /'pstrasaiz/ 

Ostrava city, Czech Republic 
ost-ruh-vuh /‘pstrava/ 

Ostrogoth member of an ancient people 
ost-ruh-goth /‘pstragn6/ 

Ostwald, Friedrich German physical 
chemist 
freed-rikh ost-vait / fri:dri¢ 'pstvalt/ 

Oéwiecim town, Poland; site of 
Auschwitz concentration camp 
osh-vyen-cheem /vS'vjentSi:m/ 

Otago region, New Zealand 
ot-ah-goh /n'ta:gou/ 

otaku young people highly skilled in 
computer technology 
oh-tah-koo /au'ta:ku:/ 

otiose serving no practical purpose 
oh-ti-ohss /‘autiaus/ 

otology study of the ear 
oh-tol-uh-ji /au'toled3i/ 

Otomanguean family of American 
Indian languages 
oh-tuh-mang-gi-uhn /,auta'mangian/ 

otorhinolaryngology study of diseases 
of the ear, nose, and throat 
oh-toh-ry-noh-larr-in-gol-uh-ji 
/,aotau,rainav,larin‘gpled3i/ 

Otranto strait between Italy and Albania 
oh-tran-toh /‘autrantau/ 

Ottawa city, Canada 
ot-uh-wuh /‘ptawa/ 

ottocento relating to the 19th century in 
Italy 
ot-oh-chen-toh / ptau'tfentau/ 

Otzi mummified Stone Age man, 
discovered in Austria 
oet-si /‘cetsi/ 

Ottoman Turkish dynasty 
ot-uh-muhn /‘ntaman/ 
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Ouagadougou capital of Burkina 
wag-uh-doo-goo /,waga'du:gu:/ 

oubliette secret dungeon 
oo-bli-et /,u:bli'et/ 

oud musical instrument 
ood /u:d/ 

Oudenarde town and battle site, 
Belgium 
oo-duh-nard /'u:dana:(r)d/, Flemish 
[‘oudena:rda] 

Oudh region, India 
owd /aud/ 

ouguiya (also ougiya) currency unit, 
Mauritania 
o0o0-gee-yuh /u:'gi:ja/ 

Quida English novelist 
wee-duh /'wi:de/ 

Ouija board board with letters, 
numbers, and symbols around its edge 
wee-juh /'wi:d30/ 

Oulu city, Finland 
oh-loo /‘avlu:/ 

Ouse river, England 
002 /u:z/ 

oust drive out 
owst /aust/ 

outage period without power supply 
ow-tuhj /‘autad3/ 

outjie child (South African) 
oh-ki /‘auki/ 

outré unusual or shocking 
o0o-tray /‘u:tre1/ 

Outremer medieval French crusader 
states 
oo-truh-mair /‘u:trame:(r)/ 

o0uzo Greek aniseed-flavoured spirit 
00-zoh /‘u:zau/ 

ovarian relating to the ovaries 
oh-vair-i-uhn /av've:rien/ 

Overijssel province, Netherlands 
oh-vuhr-y-suhl /,auvar'arsal/ 

overt done openly 
oh-vurt /au've:(r)t/ 

Ovid Roman poet 


Ouagadougou | Ozymandias 


ov-id /'pvid/ 

Oviedo city, Spain 
ov-yay-thoh / pv'je1dau/ 

ovine relating to sheep 
oh-vyn /‘aovain/ 

ovulate discharge ova from the ovary 
ov-yuul-ayt /‘pvjulert/ 

ovum pl. ova female reproductive cell 
oh-vuhm, pl. oh-vuh /‘auvem/, pl. 
['aove/ 

owt anything (dialect) 
owt /aut/ 

oxalis plant 
ok-suh-liss /‘pksalis/ 
Less commonly also ok-sah-liss. 


oxbow loop in a river 
oks-boh /'nksbau/ 
Oxonian relating to Oxford or Oxford 
University 
ok-soh-ni-uhn /pk’seunien/ 
OxyContin trademark analgesic drug 
ok-si-kon-tin /,oksi'kontin/ 
oxygenate supply with oxygen 
ok-sij-uh-nayt /‘oksid3anert/ 
oxymoron contradictory figure of speech 
ok-si-maw-ron /,pksi'moa:ron/ 
oxytocin female hormone 
ok-si-toh-sin /,nksi'tausin/ 
Oyeyemi, Helen Nigerian writer 
oy-ay-uh-mi /or'eremi/ 
oyez call given to command attention 
before an announcement 
oh-yay /au'je1/ 
Less commonly also oh-yez. 


oy vey (also oy veh) Yiddish interjection 
of dismay 
oy vay /o1 'ver/ 

Ozarks mountains, US 
oh-zarks /‘a0za:(r)ks/ 

ozonosphere ozone layer 
oh-zohn-uh-sfeer /au'zaunasfia(r)/ 

Ozymandias poem by Shelley 
oz-i-man-di-ass /,ozi'mandias/ 
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P 


pa’anga currency unit, Tonga 
pah-ahng-guh /pa:'a:nga/ 

pace with due respect to 
Pay-si /‘persi/ 


Sometimes also pah-chay; see LATEN panel. 


Pachelbel, Johann German composer 
yoh-han pakh-uhl-bel /,jaohan 
‘paxalbel/ 

pachinko Japanese form of pinball 
puh-chink-oh /pa'tfinkau/ 

pachisi Indian board game 
puh-chee-zi /pa'tSi:zi/ 


Marketed in the US as parcheesi, 
pronounced par-chee-zi. 


Pachuca de Soto city, Mexico 
patch-oo-kuh day soh-toh /pa,tSu:ka 
der 'sautau/ 

pachyderm thick-skinned mammal 
pak-id-urm /‘pakida:(r)m/ 

Pacino, Al American actor 
puh-chee-noh /pa'tfinau/ 

Padang port, Indonesia 
pud-ung /‘padan/ 


Less commonly puh-dang. 


pademelon (also paddymelon) wallaby 
pad-i-mel-uhn /‘padi,melan/ 

Paderewski, Ignacy Jan Polish 
composer and statesman 
eeg-nat-si yan pad-uh-ref-ski 
/izgnatsi jan pada'refski/ 

Padma river, Bangladesh 
pud-muh /‘padma/ 

Padraig Irish boy’s name 
paw-rig /‘po:rig/ 

padre chaplain 
pah-dray /‘pa:drei/ 

padrona female boss 
pad-roh-nuh /pa‘drauna/ 

pad thai Thai noodle dish 
pad ty /pad 'ta1/ 

Padua city, Italy 
pad-yoo-uh /'padjua/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Padova, pronounced pah-dov-uh. 


paean song of praise 
pee-uhn /'‘pi:en/ 
paediatrics medicine dealing with 
children 
pee-di-at-riks / pi:di'atriks/ 
paedophilia sexual interest in children 
pee-duh-fil-i-uh /pi:da'ftlia/ 
paella Spanish rice dish 
py-el-uh /parelo/ 
Sometimes also py-ay-yuh, a more 
Spanish-sounding pronunciation. 


Pagan town, Burma 
puh-gahn /pa'ga:n/ 
Paganini, Niccolo Italian violinist and 
composer 
nee-kol-oh pag-uh-nee-ni /ni:ka,lao 
,paga‘nimni/ 
Paget’s disease medical condition 
paj-uhts /‘padzats/ 
Paglia, Camille American critic 
kuh-meel pahl-yuh /ka,mi:l ‘pa:lja/ 
Pagnol, Marcel French dramatist 
mar-sel pan-yol /ma:(r),sel pa'njol/ 
pagoda temple 
puh-goh-duh /pa'gauda/ 
Pahang state, Malaysia 
puh-hung /pa‘han/ 
pahoehoe smooth lava 
puh-hoh-i-hoh-i /pa'hauihaui/ 
paideia system of cultural education 
py-dy-uh /par'data/ 
pain au chocolat pastry 
pan oh shok-uh-lah / pan au ‘Sokala:/ 
Paine Towers granite peaks, Chile 
Py-nay /‘painei/ 
paisan fellow countryman 
py-zahn /par'za:n/ 
pak choi Chinese cabbage 
pak choy /pak ‘tJo1/ 
Pakeha non-Maori New Zealander 
pah-kuh-hah /‘pa:keha:/ 
Pakenham village, England 
pay-kuhn-uhm /‘petkanam/ 
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However, the family name is usually 
pronounced pak-uhn-uhm. 


Pakistan country 
pah-kist-ahn /pa:kis'ta:n/ 


Commonly also pak-ist-an. 


pakora Indian snack 
puh-kaw-ruh /pa‘ko:ra/ 

Palaeocene geological epoch 
pal-i-oh-seen /‘paliausi:n/ 


Commonly also pay-li-oh-, especially in 
AM. The same variation occurs in 
Palaeolithic and palaeontology (below). 


palaeography study of writing systems 
pay-li-og-ruh-fi / perli'pgrafi/ 
Palaeolithic early phase of the Stone 
Age 
a iva halhthelic / paliau'l6rk/ 
palaeontology science concerned with 
fossils 
pal-i-on-tol-uh-ji /,palion'toied3i/ 
palaestra wrestling school 
puh-lee-struh /pa'li:stra/ 
palais dance hall 
pal-ay /‘palet/ 
palanquin covered litter 
pal-uhn-keen /,palon'ki:n/ 
palantir object from The Lord of the 
Rings 
pal-an-teer /pal'antra(r)/ 
palatal relating to the palate 
pal-uh-tuhl /‘palatal/ 
palatinate territory 
puh-lat-i-nuht /pa'latmat/ 
Palau islands, Pacific 
puh-low /pa'lau/ 
palaver fuss 
puh-lah-vuhr /pa'la:va(r)/ 
Palawan island, Philippines 
puh-lah-wuhn /pa'la:wan/ 
palazzo pl. palazzi palatial building 
puh-lat-soh, pl. puh-lat-si /pa'latsau/, 
pl. /-tsi/ 
Palembang city, Indonesia 
pul-em-bung /pa‘lemban/ 
Palenque former Mayan city, Mexico 
pal-eng-ky /pa'lenket/ 
Palermo port, Italy 
pal-air-moh /pa'le:(r)mau/ 
Palestine territory, Middle East 
pal-uh-styn /‘palostam/ 


Pakistan | Palmyra 


Palestrina, Giovanni Pierluigi da 
Italian composer 
juh-vah-ni pyair-lwee-ji dah 
pal-uh-stree-nuh /d3a,va:ni 
pje:(r),]wi:d3i da: ,pale'stri:ne/ 
palette thin board 
pal-uht /‘palat/ 
palfrey docile horse 
pawl-fri /‘pa:lfri/ 
Palgrave, Francis Turner English 
critic and poet 
pal-grayv /‘palgretv/ 
Pali Indian language 
pah-li /‘pa:li/ 
palimony compensation after separation 
pal-im-uh-ni /palimani/ 
palimpsest manuscript on which later 
writing has been superimposed 
pal-imp-sest /‘palimpsest/ 
palindrome sequence that reads the 
same backwards as forwards 
pal-in-drohm /‘palmdraum/ 
palisade fence 
pal-iss-ayd /,palr'seid/ 
Palissy, Bernard French potter 
bair-nar pal-iss-i /be:(r),na:(r) pali'si/ 
Palk Strait inlet of the Bay of Bengal 
pawlk /po:1k/ 
Palladian relating to the architecture of 
Andrea Palladio 
puh-lay-di-uhn /pa'leidian/ 
Palladio, Andrea Italian architect 
and-ray-uh pal-ah-di-oh /an,dreta 
pa'‘la:diau/ 
palladium chemical element 
puh-lay-di-uhm /pa'letdiam/ 
palliasse straw mattress 
Pal-i-ass /‘palias/ 
palliative relieving pain 
pal-i-uh-tiv /‘paliativ/ 
Palma port, Majorca 
pal-muh /'palma/ 
Palmas town, Brazil 
pal-mass /‘palmas/ 
palmate botanical term 
pal-mayt /‘palmert/ 
Palme, Olof Swedish statesman 
oo-lof pal-muh /,u:lof ‘palma/ 
Palmerston, Lord English statesman 
pah-muhr-stuhn /'pa:ma(r)stan/ 
Palmyra city, Syria; also called Tadmur 
pal-my-ruh /pal'maira/ 


Palo Alto | panzer 


Palo Alto city, US 
pal-oh al-toh / palau ‘altau/ 
Palomar, Mount mountain, US 
pal-uh-mar /'palama:(r)/ 
palomino horse 
pal-uh-mee-noh /,pala'mi:nau/ 
palsy paralysis 
pawl-zi /‘po:]zi/ 
Paltrow, Gwyneth American actress 
pal-troh /‘paltrau/ 
paly heraldic term 
pay-li /‘peili/ 
Pamir Mountains mountain system, 
central Asia 
puh-meer /pa’mia(r)/ 
pampas treeless plains 
pam-puhss /‘pampas/ 
Pamphylia ancient region, Asia Minor 
pam-fil-i-uh /pam'filia/ 
Pamplona city, Spain 
pam-ploh-nuh /pam'plauna/ 
panacea cure-all 
pan-uh-see-uh /,pana'si:a/ 
panache flamboyance 
puh-nash /pa'naJ/ 
Panaji city, India 
pun-yj-i /‘panad3i/ 
Panama country 
pan-uh-mah /‘panema:/, 
Spanish [pana'ma} 
Panay island, Philippines 
pan-y /pa'nat/ 
pancetta pork 
pan-chet-uh /pan'tfeta/ 
panchayat Indian village council 
pun-chy-uht /pan'tfaret/ 
pancreas gland 
pank-ri-uhss /‘pankrias/ 
Pandarus Greek mythological character 
pan-duh-ruhss /‘pandaras/ 
pandemic prevalent over a whole area 
pan-dem-ik /pan'demik/ 
pandemonium wild disorder 
pan-duh-moh-ni-uhm 
/ panda'mauniam/ 
Pandit, Vijaya Lakshmi Indian 
politician 
vij-uh-yuh luk-shmi pun-dit /,vid3aja 
dakJmi ‘pandit/ 
paneer curd cheese 
pan-eer /pa'nia(r)/ 
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panegyric praiseful speech 
pan-uh-jirr-ik / pana‘d3irtk/ 

panettone rich Italian bread 
pan-et-oh-nay /,pane'tauner/ 

panga machete 
pang-guh /‘pange/ 

Pangaea prehistoric supercontinent 
pan-jee-uh /pan‘d3i:a/ 

Pangloss optimistic person 
pan-gloss /‘panglvs/ 

pangolin ant-eater 
pang-guh-lin /,panga‘lin/ 

Panini Indian grammarian 
pah-nin-i /‘pa:nmi/ 

panino 91. panini sandwich 
pan-ee-noh, pl. pan-ee-ni /pa‘ni:nau/, 
pl. /-ni/ 

Panjabi see Punjabi 

panjandrum influential person 
pan-jan-druhm /pan'd3andram/ 

Pankhurst family of English suffragettes 
pank-hurst /‘pankha:(r)st/ 

panoply extensive collection 
pan-uh-pli /‘panapli/ 

Pantagruel Rabelaisian giant 
pan-tuh-groo-el /,pantagru'el/, French 
{patagryel] 

The absence of syllable stress in French 


gives rise to other anglicized pronunciations 
such as pan-tag-roo-el. 


Pantagruelian enormous 
pan-tuh-groo-el-i-uhn 
/, pantagru'elien/ 

Pantalaimon fictional creature in Philip 
Pullman’s His Dark Materials 
pan-tuh-ly-muhn /,panta'larman/ 

Pantanal swampland, Brazil 
pan-tuh-now / panta'nau/ 

Pantelleria island, Italy 
pant-el-uh-ree-uh / pantela'ri:a/ 

pantheism religion 
pan-thee-iz-uhm /‘pan@iuzam/ 

pantheon gods 
pan-thi-uhn /‘panéien/ 

Pantocrator title of Christ 
pan-tok-ruh-tuhr /pan'tokrata(r)/ 

panzer German armoured unit 
pan-zuhr /‘panza(r)/, [‘pantse] 
* Established anglicization. 
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Paolozzi, Eduardo Scottish sculptor 
ed-war-doh pow-lot-si /ed'wa:(r)dau 
pau'lotsi/ 

papa one's father 
puh-pah /pa'pa:/ 


The pronunciation pap-uh is also possible, 
especially in children’s speech. 


papabile eligible to be pope 
pap-ah-bil-ay /pa'pa:bile1/ 
papacy office of the Pope 
pay-puh-si /‘perpasi/ 
Papageno character in Mozart opera 
pap-uh-gay-noh /papa'geinou/ 
paparazzo pl. paparazzi freelance 
photographer 
pap-uh-rat-soh, pl. pap-uh-rat-si 
/,papa'ratsau/, pl. /-tsi/ 
papaya tropical fruit 
puh-py-uh /pa'para/ 
Papeete capital of French Polynesia 
pah-pi-ay-tay /,pa:pi'eite1/ 
Papiementu Creole language 
pap-i-uh-men-too /,papia'mentu:/ 
papier maché mixture of paper and 
glue 
pap-yay mash-ay /,papjer 'maJer/ 
papilla pl. papillae protuberance 
puh-pil-uh, pl. puh-pil-ee /pa'prla/, pl. 
/-lit/ 
papilloma pl. papillomata wart-like 
growth 
pap-il-oh-muh, pl. pap-il-oh-muh-tuh 
/ papr‘lauma/, pl. /-mata/ 
papillon breed of dog 
pap-il-on /‘papilon/ 


Sometimes also pap-ee-yo(ng), a more 
French-sounding pronunciation. 


pappardelle kind of pasta 
pap-ar-del-ay /,papa:(r)'delet/ 
paprika spice 
pap-rik-uh /‘paprike/ 


Also puh-pree-kuh, especially in AM. 


Papua New Guinea country 
pap-wuh nyoo gin-i /‘papwa nju: 
‘gini/ 

papyrus material 
puh-py-ruhss /pa'pairas/ 

Para state, Brazil 
parr-ah /pa‘ra:/ 

parabola pl. parabolae curve 


Paolozzi, Eduardo | parens patriae 


puh-rab-uh-luh, pl. puh-rab-uh-lee 
/pa'rabala/, pl. /-li:/ 

Paracel Islands islands, South China 
Sea 
parr-uh-sel /,para'sel/ 

Paracelsus Swiss physician 
parr-uh-sel-suhss / para'selsas/ 

paracetamol drug 
parr-uh-see-tuh-mol /,para'si:tamol/ 
Commonly also parr-uh-set-uh-mol. 


Paraclete Holy Spirit 
parr-uh-kleet /‘parakli:t/ 
paradiddle drumming pattern 
parr-uh-did-uhl /‘para,didel/ 
paradigm typical example 
Parr-uh-dym /‘paradamm/ 
paradigmatic relating to a paradigm 
parr-uh-dig-mat-ik /paredig'matik/ 
parador pl. paradores government hotel 
in Spain 
parr-uh-dor, pl. parr-uh-daw-rayss 
/ para'da:(r)/, pl. /-'dazreis/ 
Paraguay country 
parr-uh-gwy /‘paregwal/, [para'ywaj] 
* Established anglicization. 
Paraiba state, Brazil 
parr-uh-ee-buh /,para'i:ba/ 
parallax visual effect 
parr-uh-laks /‘paralaks/ 
Paramaribo capital of Suriname 
parr-uh-marr-i-boh /,para'maribou/ 
paramecium single-celled animal 
parr-uh-mee-si-uhm /,para'mi:siam/ 
parameter factor 
puh-ram-uh-tuhr /pa'ramata(r)/ 
Parana river, South America 
parr-uh-nah / para’na:/ 
paraphernalia miscellaneous articles 
parr-uh-fuhr-nay-li-uh 
/,parefa(r)'neilia/ 
paraplegia paralysis of the lower body 
parr-uh-plee-juh / para'pli:d3a/ 
paraquat herbicide 
parr-uh-kwot /‘parakwot/ 
paratha flat bread 
puh-rah-tuh /pa'ra:ta/ 
par avion by airmail 
par av-yo(ng) /pa:r a'vj3/ 
Parcae Roman mythological characters 
par-ky /‘pa:(r)kar/ 
parens patriae legal term 
Parr-enz pat-ri-ee /,parenz ‘patrii:/ 


parenthesis | pascal 


parenthesis pl. parentheses bracket 
puh-ren-thuh-siss, pl. 
puh-ren-thuh-seez /pa’ren®asis/, pl. 
{-sizz/ 
pareve kosher food 
pah-ruh-vuh /‘pa:rava/ 
par excellence better than others 
par ek-suh-lah(ng)ss /,pa:r ekso'lans/ 
parfait cold dessert 
par-fay /pa:(r)'fer/ 
parget cover with plaster 
par-juht /‘pa:(r)d3at/ 
pariah outcast 
puh-ry-uh /pa'rara/ 
Paribas French bank 
parr-i-bah /‘pariba:/ 
Paris capital of France 
parr-iss /‘paris/, [pari] 


Established anglicization. Occasionally also 
referred to jocularly in English as parr-ee. 


Parisian relating to Paris 
puh-riz-i-uhn /pa'rizian/ 
AM is usally puh-ree-zhuhn. 


parlance particular way of speaking 
par-luhnss /‘pa:(r)lans/ 

parlando musical term 
par-land-oh /pa:(r)'landau/ 

parley conference 
par-li /‘pa:(r)li/ 

parliament legislature 
par-luh-muhnt /'pa:(r)lamant/ 


The alternative pronunciation 
parl-yuh-muhnt is increasingly rare. 


Parma city, Italy 
par-muh /‘pa:(r)ma/ 
Parmenides Greek philosopher 
par-men-id-eez /pa:(r)'menidi:2/ 
Parmesan hard cheese 
par-muh-zan /pa:(r)ma'‘zan/ 
Parmigiana cooked with Parmesan 
cheese 
par-mi-jah-nuh /,pa:(r)mi‘a3a:na/ 
Parmigianino Italian painter 
par-mi-jan-ee-noh 
/,pa:(r)midga‘ni:nau/ 
Parnassus, Mount mountain, Greece 
par-nass-uhss /pa:(r)‘nasas/ 
Parnell, Charles Stewart Irish 
nationalist leader 
Par-nuhl /‘pa:(r)nal/ 
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parochial relating to a parish 
puh-roh-ki-uhl /pa'raukial/ 
Paros island, Greece 
Parr-oss /‘parvs/ 
paroxysm sudden attack 
parr-uhk-siz-uhm /‘paraksizam/ 
parquet wooden flooring 
par-kay /‘pa:(r)ke1/ 
parramatta fabric 
parr-uh-mat-uh /,para'mata/ 
Parse resolve into component parts 
Parz /pa:(r)z/ 
AM is parss. 


Parsec unit of astronomical distance 
par-sek /‘pa:(r)sek/ 

Parsifal opera by Wagner 
par-sif-al /‘pa:(r)sifal/ 

parsimonious frugal 
par-sim-oh-ni-uhss /,pa:(r)s1'maunias/ 

Part, Arvo Estonian composer 
ar-voh pairt /,a:(r)vau pe:(r)t/, Larvo 
‘pert] 

Partenope opera by Handel 
par-ten-oh-pay /pa:(r)'tenaupel/ 

parthenogenesis reproduction without 
fertilization 
par-thuh-noh-jen-uh-siss 
/,pa:(r)8anav'd3enasis/ 

Parthenon temple, Greece 
par-thuh-nuhn /'pa:(r)@anan/ 

participle word formed from a verb 
par-tiss-ip-uhl /‘pa:(r)tisipal/ 

parti pris preconceived view 
par-ti pree / pa:(r)ti 'pri:/ 

partisan supporter of a cause 
par-tiz-an /‘pa:(r)tizan/ 

partita pl. partite musical suite 
par-tee-tuh, pl. par-tee-tay 
/pa:(r)'ti:ta/, pl. /-ter/ 

Parvati Hindu goddess 
par-vuh-ti /‘pa:(r)vati/ 

parvenu person of humble origin who 
has gained wealth 
par-vuh-noo /‘pa:(r)vanu:/ 

Pasadena city, California 
pass-uh-dee-nuh /,pasa'di:na/ 

Pascal, Blaise French physicist 
blayz pask-al / ble1z pas'kal/ 

Pascal computer programming language 
pask-al /pas'kal/ 

SI unit of pressure 

pask-al /pas'kal/ 
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Sometimes also pask-uhl. 


paschal relating to Easter 
pask-uhl /‘paskel/ 
pas de bourrée ballet step 
pah duh boor-ay /,pa: da bua'rei/ 
pas de chat ballet jump 
pah duh shah / pa: da ‘fa:/ 
pas de deux dance for two 
pah duh doe / pa: da 'da/ 
paseo leisurely walk 
pass-ay-oh /pa'se1au/ 
pasha Turkish officer 
pash-uh /‘paJa/ 
pashmina shawl 
pash-mee-nuh /paJ‘mi:no/ 
Pashto language 
push-toh /‘paStau/ 
PaSié, Nikola Serbian statesman 
nee-kol-uh pash-itch /,ni:kola ‘pasits/ 
Pasiphaé Greek mythological character 
puh-sif-uh-ee /pa'sifai:/ 
paso doble ballroom dance 
pass-oh doh-blay /,pasau ‘daubler/ 
Pasolini, Pier Italian film director 
pyair pass-uh-lee-ni /,pje:(r) 
\pasa'li:ni/ 
passacaglia musical composition 
pass-uh-kahl-yuh /,pasa'ka:ljo/ 
passant heraldic term 
pass-uhnt /'pasent/ 
passata tomato paste 
puh-sah-tuh /pa'sa:ta/ 
Passau city, Germany 
pass-ow /'pasau/ 
Passchendaele, Battle of First World 
War battle 
pash-uhn-dayl /‘pasanderl/ 
The Belgian village is now called Passendale, 
pronounced puss-uhn-dah-luh. 


passé no longer fashionable 
pass-ay /pa'se1/ 

passeggiata leisurely walk 
pass-ej-ah-tuh / pase'd3a:ta/ 

passepartout mounted picture 
Pasp-ar-too /,paspa:(r)'tu:/ 

Pasternak, Boris Russian writer 
borr-iss past-uhr-nak /‘boris 
‘pasta(r)nak/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Pasteur, Louis French bacteriologist 


paschal | paterfamilias 


lwee past-oer /,lwi: pa’stoe:(r)/ 
pastiche imitative artistic work 
past-eesh /pa'sti:S/ 
pastille sweet 
past-uhl /‘pastal/ 
pastis aperitif 
past-eess /pa'sti:s/ 
pastoral relating to care 
pah-stuh-ruhl /‘pa:staral/ 
Commonly also past-uh-ruhi. 


pastorale instrumental composition 
past-uh-rahl / pasta'ra:]/ 

pasty filled pastry 
past-i /‘pasti/ 

pasty unhealthily pale 
pay-sti /‘persti/ 

pataca currency unit, Macao 
puh-tah-kuh /pa'ta:ka/ 

Patagonia region, South America 
pat-uh-goh-ni-uh /,pata'gaunia/ 

patas monkey primate 
pub-tah /pa'ta:/ 

Patau’s syndrome congenital disorder 
pat-owz /‘patauz/ 

patchouli aromatic oil 
puh-choo-li /pa'tfu:li/ 

paté de foie gras goose liver paste 
pat-ay duh fwah grah / pater de fwa: 
‘gra:/ 

Patel surname of Indian origin 
puh-tel /pa'tel/ 

patella pl. patellae kneecap 
puh-tel-uh, pl. puh-tel-ee /po'tela/, pl. 
f-li:/ 

paten metal plate 
pat-uhn /‘patan/ 

patent government licence 
pay-tuhnt /‘peitant/ 
Sometimes also pat-uhnt, particularly with 
reference to the Patent Office or letters 
patent. Patent leather is usually pay-tuhnt. 


Pater, Walter English essayist 
Pay-tuhr /‘peita(r)/ 

pater father (dated) 
pay-tuhr /‘peita(r)/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

paterfamilias pl. patresfamilias male 
head of a family 
pay-tuhr-fuh-mil-i-ass, 
pl. pay-treez-fuh-mil-i-ass 
/ perta(r)fa'milias/, pl. /,pertri:z-/ 


paternoster | peau-de-soie 


Also pat-uhr-; see Latin panel. 


paternoster the Lord’s Prayer 
pat-uhr-nost-uhr / pata(r)'npsta(r)/ 
Pathé, Charles French film pioneer 
sharl path-ay / fa:(r)1 pa'éer/ 
pathogen micro-organism 
path-uh-juhn /‘paded3en/ 
pathos quality that evokes sadness 
pay-thoss /‘pe16ps/ 
patina film on metal 
pat-in-uh /‘patina/ 
patisserie cake shop 
puh-tee-suh-ri /pa'ti:sari/ 
Patmos island, Greece 
pat-moss /‘patmns/ 
Patna city, India 
pat-nuh /‘patno/ 
* Established anglicization. 
patois dialect 
pat-wah /‘patwa:/ 
Paton, Alan South African writer 
pay-tuhn /‘pertan/ 
Patras port, Greece 
puh-trass /pa'tras/ 
patria native country 
pat-ri-uh /‘patrio/ 
Sometimes also pay-tri-uh. 


patriarch male head 
pay-tri-ark /‘pertria:(r)k/ 
patrician nobleman 
puh-trish-uhn /pa'trifan/ 
patriot person who supports their 
country 
pay-tri-uht /‘pertriat/ 


Commonly also pat-ri-uht. 


Patroclus Greek mythological character 
puh-trok-luhss /pa'trokles/ 
patronymic name derived from a father 
pat-ruh-nim-ik / patre'nimik/ 
Pattaya resort, Thailand 
pat-ay-ah /‘patera:/ 
Patum Peperium trademark anchovy 
relish 
pat-uhm pep-air-i-uhm /,patem 
pe'pe:riam/ 
paua abalone 
pow-uh /‘pasa/ 
paucity insufficiency 
Paw-sit-i /‘pa:siti/ 
Pauli, Wolfgang Austrian-born 
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American physicist 
volf-gang pow-li /,volfgay 'pavli/ 

Pauline relating to St Paul 
paw-lyn /‘po:lam/ 

Pauling, Linus American chemist 
ly-nuhss paw-ling /,lamas 'pa:liy/ 

Pausanias Greek geographer and 
historian 
paw-say-ni-uhss /pa:'semnias/ 

pavane dance 
puh-van /pe'van/ 

Pavarotti, Luciano Italian operatic 
tenor 
loo-chah-noh pav-uh-rot-i /lu:,tfa:nau 
pave'roti/ 

Pavese, Cesare Italian writer 
chay-zuh-ray pav-ay-zay /,tferzaret 
pa'verzer/ 

Pavlov, Ivan Russian physiologist 
ee-vahn pav-luhf /i:,vamn '‘pavlof/ 

Pavlova, Anna Russian dancer 
an-uh pav-luh-vuh /,ana 'pavlava/ 
The anglicized pronunciation pav-loh-vuh 
is used for the dessert named after her. Our 
research indicates that the Russian 
pronunciation given above is the one heard 
and preferred in ballet circles. 


Pavlovian relating to conditioning 
pav-loh-vi-uhn /pav'lovvien/ 
Pavord, Anna English writer 
pay-vord /‘peiva:(r)d/ 
pawpaw tropical fruit 
paw-paw /'po:po:/ 
Pax Romana peace within the Roman 
Empire 
paks roh-mah-nuh /,paks rau'ma:na/ 
paysage landscape 
pay-zahzh /per'za:3/ 
Pays Basque Basque Country 
pay bask / pet 'bask/ 
Paz, Octavio Mexican poet 
ok-tahv-yoh pass /pk'ta:vjau ‘pas/ 
Peano, Giuseppe Italian 
mathematician 
juuz-ep-ay pay-ah-noh /d3u'zeper 
per'a:nau/ 
Pearce, Padraig Irish nationalist 
paw-rig peerss /,po:rik 'pia(r)s/ 
Pears, Peter English operatic tenor 
peerz /pia(r)z/ 
peau-de-soie fabric 
poh duh swah / pau da 'swa:/ 
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pecan nut 
pee-kan /'pi:kan/ 


Sometimes also pi-kan or pi-kahn, 
especially in AM. 


peccadillo minor sin 
pek-uh-dil-oh / peka'dilau/ 
peccavi expression of guilt 
pek-ah-vi /pe‘ka:vi/ 
Pechenga region, Russia 
petch-uhng-guh /‘petsenga/ 
Pechora river, Russia 
puh-chaw-ruh /pa'tfo:ra/ 
Peckinpah, Sam American film 
director 
pek-in-pah /‘pekinpa:/ 
pecorino Italian cheese 
pek-uh-ree-noh /,peka'rimau/ 
Pécs city, Hungary 
paytch /peitf/ 
pectoral relating to the chest 
pek-tuh-ruhl /‘pektaral/ 
pedagogue teacher 
ped-uh-gog /'pedagng/ 
pedagogy practice of teaching 
ped-uh-goj-i /‘pedagnd3i/ 
Also ped-uh-gog-i. 


pedalo pleasure boat 
ped-uh-loh /‘pedaleu/ 
pederasty paedophilia 
ped-uh-rast-i /‘pedarasti/ 
Pedersen, Mogens Danish composer 
moh-uhnss pay-thuhr-suhn /,mauans 
‘peida(r)san/ 
pedometer step-counter 
ped-om-uh-tuhr /pe'dvmata(r)/ 
peely-wally sickly in appearance 
(Scottish) 
pee-li wal-i /,pi:l'wali/ 
Peenemiinde village, Germany 
pay-nuh-muen-duh /,pema'mynda/ 
Peer Gynt opera by Grieg 
peer gint / pra(r) ‘gmt/ 
Pegu city, Burma 
peg-oo /pe'gu:/ 
Pei, I. M. Chinese-American architect 
pay /per/ 
peignoir nightwear 
payn-war /pern'wa:(r)/ 
Pejaéevic, Dora Croatian composer 
daw-ruh-pay-ah-chuh-vitch /,da:ra 


pecan | pemmican 


per‘a:tfevit/ 

pejorative expressing disapproval 
puh-jorr-uh-tiv /pa'd3prativ/ 

Pekinese lapdog 
pee-kin-eez / pi:ki'ni:z/ 

Peking former name for Beijing 
pee-king /pi:kin/ 

pekoe tea 
pee-koh /‘pi:kau/ 

pelagic relating to the open sea 
puh-laj-ik /pe'lad31k/ 

Pelagius British or Irish monk 
puh-lay-ji-uhss /pa'lerd3ias/ 

pelau spicy West Indian dish 
puh-low /pa'lau/ 

Pelé Brazilian footballer 
pel-ay /‘pelei/ 

Pelée, Mount volcano, Caribbean 
puh-lay /pe'le1/ 

Peleus Greek mythological character 
peel-i-uhss /‘pi:lias/ 

pelike pl. pelikai amphora 
pel-ik-i, pl. pel-ik-y /‘peliki/, pl. 
/'pelikat/ 

Pelion mountain, Greece 
pee-li-uhn /‘pi:lion/ 

pelisse cloak 
puh-leess /pa'li:s/ 

pellagra disease 
pel-ag-ruh /pe'lagra/ 

Pelléas et Mélisande opera by Debussy 
pel-ay-ass ay may-liz-ah(ng)d 
/pelei,as er metli'zad/ 

Pelmanism memory training 
pel-muh-niz-uhm /‘pelmanizam/ 

Peloponnese peninsula, Greece 
pel-uh-puh-neez / pelapa'ni:z/ 

Pelops Greek mythological character 
pee-lops /‘pi:lops/ 

pelorus sighting device 
puh-law-ruhss /pa'lo:ras/ 

pelota ball game 
pel-oh-tuh /pe'lauta/ 

Pemba port, Mozambique 
pem-buh /‘pemba/ 

Pembroke port, Wales 
pem-bruuk /‘pembruk/ 

There are also Oxford and Cambridge 
colleges of the same name, pronounced in 
the same way. 


pemmican dried meat cake 
pem-ik-uhn /‘pemrkan/ 


pemphigus | perchloroethylene 


pemphigus skin disease 
pem-fig-uhss /‘pemfigas/ 

Pejia, Paco Spanish guitarist 
pak-oh payn-yuh /,pakau ‘peinjo/ 

Penang island, Malaysia 
puh-nang /pe'nan/ 

penates Roman household gods 
puh-nah-teez /pa'na:ti:z/ 

penchant fondness for something 
po(ng)-sho(ng) /‘pdso/ 
Commonly also pen-shuhnt, a more 
anglicized pronunciation. 


Pencoed town, Wales 
pen-koyd /pen'kord/ 
Penderecki, Krzysztof Polish 
composer 
kshish-tof pen-duh-ret-ski /,kJiftof 
penda'retski/ 
Pendolino trademark tilting train 
pen-duh-lee-noh /pende'li:nau/ 
Pendragon ancient British title 
pen-drag-uhn /pen'dragan/ 
Penelope Greek mythological character 
puh-nel-uh-pi /pa'nelapi/ 
Penge district of London 
penj /pends/ 
penillion improvised Welsh singing 
pen-ihl-i-on /pe'nttivn/ 
penistone woollen cloth 
pen-is-tuhn /‘penistan/ 
penne kind of pasta 
Ppen-ay /‘pene1/ 
Pennine Hills hills, England 
pen-yn /'penain/ 
penn’orth pennyworth 
pen-uhrth /'pena(r)6/ 
Pennsylvania state, US 
pen-sil-vay-ni-uh /,pensil'vemnia/ 
Penobscot American Indian ethnic 
group 
pen-ob-skot /pe'nvbskot/ 
Pensacola resort, US 
pen-suh-koh-luh / pensa‘kaula/ 
pensée reflection 
pah(ng)-say /pa'se1/ 
pension small hotel, especially in France 
po(ng)-syo(ng) /‘pbsjb/ 
pensione pl. pensioni small hotel in Italy 
pen-syoh-nay, pl. pen-syoh-ni 
/ pen'sjaoner/, pl. /-ni/ 
pentameter line of verse 
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pen-tam-uh-tuhr /pen‘tamata(r)/ 
Pentateuch first five books of the Old 
Testament 
pen-tuh-tyook /‘pentatju:k/ 
pentatonic five-note scale 
pen-tuh-ton-ik /,penta’tontk/ 
Pentecost Christian festival 
pen-tuh-kost /‘pentakost/ 
Penthesilea Greek mythological 
character 
pen-thess-il-ee-uh / penest'li:a/ 
Pentothal trademark drug 
pen-tuh-thal /‘penta@al/ 
penult penultimate syllable 
pen-ult /‘penalt/ 
penumbra pl. penumbrae shadow 
region 
pen-um-bruh, pl. pen-um-bree 
/pe'nambra/, pl. /-bri:/ 
penury state of being very poor 
pen-yub-ri /‘penjari/ 
Penza city, Russia 
pyen-zuh /'pjenza/ 
Penzance town, England 
pen-zanss /pen'zans/ 
peony plant 
pee-uh-ni /‘pi:ani/ 
Peoria city, US 
pi-aw-ri-uh /pi'o:ria/ 
pepino plant 
pep-ee-noh /pe'pi:nau/ 
Pepys, Samuel English diarist 
peeps /pi:ps/ 
Péquiste supporter of the Canadian Parti 
Québecois 
pay-keest /per'ki:st/ 
Pequot American Indian ethnic group 
pee-kwot /‘pi:kwot/ 
Perak state, Malaysia 
peer-uh /‘piara/ 
percale cotton fabric 
puhr-kayl /pa(r)'‘kerl/ 
per capita for each person 
pur kap-it-uh /pa:(r) ‘kapita/ 
Perceval legendary figure 
pur-suh-vuhl /‘pa:(r)saval/ 
percheron draught horse 
pur-shuh-ron /’pa:(r)faron/ 
perchloroethylene dry-cleaning fluid 
puhr-klaw-roh-eth-il-een 
/pa(r),klo:revu'e@rli:n/ 
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per curiam legal term 
pur kyoor-i-am /,pa:(r) ‘kjoariam/ 
percuss tap gently 
puhr-kuss /pa(r)'kas/ 
per diem for each day 
pur dee-em /pa:(r) ‘dizem/ 
perdition eternal punishment 
puhr-dish-uhn /pa(r)'drfan/ 
pére father 
pair /pe:(r)/ 
peregrine falcon 
perr-uh-grin /‘peregrin/ 
Perelman, S. J. American writer 
perr-uhl-muhn /‘peralman/ 
Peres, Shimon Israeli statesman 
shi-mon perr-ess /Si,mon ‘peres/ 
perestroika policy of reform 
perr-uh-stroy-kuh / pero'strarko/ 
Pérez de Cuéllar, Javier Peruvian 
diplomat 
khav-yair perr-ess day kwel-yar 
/xav,jex(r) ,peres det ‘kwelja:(r)/ 
perfidy deceitfulness 
pur-fid-i /‘pa:(r)fidi/ 
Pergamum city, ancient Asia Minor 
pur-guh-muhm /'pa:(r)gamem/ 
Pergau dam, Malaysia 
puhr-gow /pa(r)'gau/ 
pergola arched structure 
pur-guh-luh /‘pa:(r)gala/ 
Pergolesi, Giovanni Battista Italian 
composer 
juh-vah-ni bat-ee-stuh pair-gol-ay-zi 
/d3a,va:ni ba'ti:sta pe:(r)gn'leizi/ 
Peri, Jacopo Italian composer 
yah-kuh-poh pair-i /,ja:kepeau ‘pe:ri/ 
peri mythical superhuman being 
peer-i /‘prori/ 
pericardium membrane enclosing the 
heart 
perr-i-kar-di-uhm / pert'ka:(r)diem/ 
Pericles Greek statesman 
perr-ik-leez /‘pertkli:z/ 
pericope extract from a text 
pub-rik-uh-pi /pa'rtkepi/ 
peridot semi-precious stone 
perr-id-ot /‘peridot/ 
Périgord area, France 
perr-ig-awr /‘perigo:(r)/ 
perihelion astronomical term 
perr-i-hee-li-uhn / peri‘hi:lian/ 


per curiam | Perpignan 


periodicity quality of occurring at 
regular intervals 
peer-i-uh-diss-it-i / proria‘disiti/ 
peripatetic roving 
perr-ip-uh-tet-ik / peripe'tetik/ 
peripeteia reversal of fortune 
perr-ip-uh-tee-uh /,pertpe'ti:e/ 
periphery edge 
puh-rif-uh-ri /pa'riferi/ 
periphrasis pl. periphrases indirect 
speech 
puh-rif-ruh-siss, pl. puh-rif-ruh-seez 
/pe'rifrasis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
perique tobacco 
perr-eek /pe'ri:k/ 
peritoneum abdominal lining 
perr-it-uh-nee-uhm / perita'ni:am/ 
peritus theological adviser 
puh-ry-tuhss /pa'raitas/ 
perjury lying under oath 
pur-juh-ri /‘pa:(r)d3ari/ 
Perlis state, Malaysia 
pur-liss /‘pa:(r)lis/ 
Perm city, Russia 
pyairm /pje:(r)m/ 
A semi-established anglicization, purm, is 
also heard. 


permeable able to be passed through 
pur-mi-uh-buhl /‘pa:(r)miabal/ 

Permian geological era 
pur-mi-uhn /'pa:(r)mian/ 

Pernambuco state, Brazil 
pair-nam-boo-koo /,pe:x(r)nam'bu:ku:/ 

Pernod trademark aperitif 
pur-noh /'pa:(rynau/ 

Peron, Eva Argentinian politician 
ay-vuh perr-on /,erva pe'ron/ 

Peron, Juan Argentinian statesman 
khwan perr-on /,xwan pe'ron/ 

perorate speak at length 
perr-uh-rayt /‘peroreit/ 

Perot, Ross American businessman 
puhr-oh /pe'rau/ 

Pérotin early French composer 
Pay-rot-a(ng) /peirv'té/ 

perpetuum mobile perpetual motion 
pur-pet-yoo-uhm moh-bil-ay 
/pa:(r),petjuam 'maubile1/ 

Perpignan city, France 
pair-peen-yah(ng) /pe:(r)pi:'nja/ 


perquisite { Petrine 


perquisite benefit 
pur-kwiz-it /‘pa:(r)kwizit/ 
Perrault, Charles French writer 
shart perr-oh /,fa:(r)l pe'rau/ 
Perrier trademark mineral water 
perr-i-ay /‘perie1/ 
Persaud, Raj English psychiatrist 
rahj puhr-sawd / ra:d3 pa(r)'sa:d/ 
per se in itself 
pur Say /,pa:(r) ‘ser/ 
Perseids meteor shower 
puhr-see-idz /pa(r)'si:1dz/ 
Persephone Greek goddess 
puhr-sef-uh-ni /pa(r)'sefani/ 
Persepolis ancient city, Persia 
puhr-sep-uh-liss /pa(r)'sepalis/ 
Perseus Greek mythological character 
purss-yooss /'pa:(r)sju:s/ 


Commonly also pur-si-uhss. 


perseverate prolong 
puhr-sev-uh-rayt /pa(r)'severeit/ 
Persia former name for Iran 
pur-zhuh /'pa:(r)30/ 
persiflage mockery 
pur-sif-lahzh /‘pa:(r)srfla:3/ 
persimmon fruit 
puhr-sim-uhn /pa(r)'stmen/ 
persona non grata pl. personae non 
gratae unwelcome person 
puhr-soh-nuh non grah-tuh, 
pl. puhr-soh-nee non grah-tee 
/pa(r),saunea non ‘gra:ta/, pl. /-ni:/, /-ti:/ 
See LATIN panel. 
Persson, Goran Swedish prime 
minister 
yoe-ran pair-shon /,joe:ran ‘pe:(r)Son/ 
pertussis whooping cough 
puhr-tuss-iss /pa(r)'tasis/ 
Peru country 
puh-roo /pa'ru:/ 
Perugia city, Italy 
puh-roo-juh /pa'ru:d3a/ 
peruke wig 
puh-rook /pa'ru:k/ 
peruse read thoroughly 
puh-rooz /pa'ru:z/ 
Pesach Jewish Passover festival 
pay-sahkh /‘persa:x/ 
Peshawar city, Pakistan 
puh-show-uhr /po' Jaua(r)/ 
peshmerga Kurdish nationalist 
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pesh-mur-guh /peJ'ma:(r)ga/ 

peso currency unit, various Latin 
American countries 
pay-soh /‘persau/ 

pessary medicine administered vaginally 
pess-uh-ri /‘peseri/ 

Pestalozzi, Johann Heinrich Swiss 
educational reformer 
yoh-han hyn-rikh pest-uh-lots-i 
/jashan hamri¢ ,peste'lotsi/ 

pestle grinding tool 
pess-uhl /'pesal/ 

Pétain, Philippe French statesman 
fil-eep pay-ta(ng) /fr'li:p per'té/ 

pétanque game 
puh-tah(ng)k /pa'tak/ 

petard small bomb 
puh-tard /pa'ta:(r)d/ 

petechia pl. petechiae spot on the skin 
pit-ee-ki-uh, pl. pit-ee-ki-ee /pr'ti:kia/, 
pl. /-kii:/ 

pethidine painkilling drug 
peth-id-een /'pe@idimn/ 

pétillant sparkling 
pet-i-yo(ng) /'petijé/ 

petiole leaf stalk 
pet-i-ohl /‘petiaul/ 

Petipa, Marius French choreographer 
marr-i-uhss pet-ip-ah /,maries 
peti'pa:/ 

petit four small cake 
puh-ti for / pati 'fo:(r)/ 

petit mal seizure 
puh-ti mal / pati '‘mal/ 

petit point embroidery 
puh-ti pwa(ng) /,poti ‘pwé/ 

Also anglicized to puh-ti poynt. 


petits pois young peas 
puh-ti pwah /,pati ‘pwa:/ 
Peté, Andras Hungarian educationalist 
ond-rahsh pet-oe /,ondra:f 'peta:/ 
Petra ancient city, Jordan 
pet-ruh /'petra/ 
Petrarch Italian poet 
pet-rark /‘petra:(r)k/ 
Petri dish shallow, transparent dish 
pet-ri /‘petri/ 
Petrie, Flinders English archaeologist 
flin-duhrz peet-ri /flinda(r)z 'pi:tri/ 
Petrine relating to St Peter 
peet-ryn /‘pi:tram/ 
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petroglyph rock carving 
pet-ruh-glif /petragitf/ 

Petronas Towers building in Kuala 
Lumpur 
pet-ruh-nass /‘petranas/ 

Petronius, Gaius Roman writer 
gy-uhss pet-roh-ni-uhss /,gatas 
pe'traunias/ 

Petropavlovsk port, Russia 
pet-ruh-pav-luhfsk /,petra'pavlofsk/ 

petrosal part of the skull 
puh-troh-suhl /pa'trausal/ 

Petrozavodsk city, Russia 
pet-ruh-zuh-votsk /,petraza'votsk/ 

Petrushka ballet by Stravinsky 
puh-troosh-kuh /puh'tru:fka/ 

pe tsai Chinese salad leaf 
pay tsy /pel ‘tsa1/ 

Peugeot car manufacturers 
poe-zhoh /‘po3au/ 

Pevsner, Nikolaus British art historian 
pevz-nuhr /‘pevzna(r)/ 

peyote cactus 
pay-oh-ti /per'auti/ 

Peyronie's disease medical condition 
perr-uh-neez /‘perani:z/ 

Pforzheim city, Germany 
pforts-hym /‘pfo:(r)tsharm/ 

phacelia plant 
fuh-see-li-uh /fa'si:lia/ 

Phaeacians ancient people 
fee-ay-shuhnz /fi:‘erfanz/ 

Phaedra Greek mythological character 
feed-ruh /‘fi:dra/ 


Sometimes also fyd-ruh or fay-druh; see 
GREEK panel. 


Phaéthon Greek mythological character 
fay-uh-thuhn /‘fera8en/ 

phaeton carriage 
fay-tuhn /‘feitan/ 

phagocyte cell 
fag-uh-syt /‘fagasart/ 

Phaidon British publishing company 
fy-duhn /'fardan/ 

phalanx pl. phalanges troops in close 
formation 
fal-anks, pl. fuh-lan-jeez /‘falanks/, pl. 
/fa'land3i:2/ 

phalarope bird 
fal-uh-rohp /‘falaraup/ 

phallus pl. phalli penis 


petroglyph | Phidias 


fal-uhss, pl. fal-y /‘falas/, pl. /-La1/ 
Phanerozoic geological aeon 
fan-uh-roh-zoh-ik /,fanarav'zeurk/ 
phantasm ghost 
fan-taz-uhm /‘fantazam/ 
phantasmagoria sequence of real or 
imaginary images 
fan-taz-muh-gorr-i-uh 
/fantazma'goria/ 
pharaoh ruler in ancient Egypt 
fair-oh /‘fe:rau/ 
Pharisee member of an ancient Jewish 
sect 
farr-iss-ee /‘farisi:/ 
Phar Lap Australian racehorse 
far lap /,fa:(r) ‘lap/ 
pharmacopoeia list of medicinal drugs 
far-muh-kuh-pee-uh /,fa:(r)make'pi:a/ 
Pharos lighthouse, Egypt 
fair-oss /‘fe:rvs/ 
pharyngitis inflammation of the 
pharynx 
farr-in-jy-tiss /farin'd3aitis/ 
pharynx pl. pharynges throat 
farr-inks, pl. fuh-rin-jeez /‘farinks/, pl. 
/fa'rind3i:z/ 
phascogale marsupial 
fask-og-uh-li /fa'skngali/ 
phatic used for social interaction 
fat-ik /‘fatik/ 
Pheidippides ancient Greek messenger 
fy-dip-id-eez /fai'drpidi:2/ 
phenobarbitone drug 
fee-noh-bar-bit-ohn 
/ fimav'ba:(r)bitaon/ 
phenolphthalein pH indicator 
fee-nolf-thal-een / fi:nn)'féalizn/ 
phenotype set of biological 
characteristics 
fee-noh-typ /‘fi:nautarp/ 
phenylketonuria inherited condition 
fee-nyl-keet-uh-nyoor-i-uh 
/ finatLki:ta'‘njoaria/ 
pheromone chemical substance 
ferr-uh-mohn /‘feramaun/ 
phi letter of the Greek alphabet 
fy /fat/ 
phial small bottle 
fy-uhl /‘fatal/ 
Phidias Greek sculptor 
fid-i-ass /‘fidias/ 


Philadelphia | phratry 


Philadelphia city, US 
fil-uh-delf-i-uh / fila'delfia/ 

philanthrope philanthropist 
fil-uhn-throhp /‘filan,6reup/ 

philanthropic seeking to promote the 
welfare of others 
fil-uhn-throp-ik / frlen'6ropik/ 

philately collection of postage stamps 
fil-at-uh-li /fr'lateli/ 

Phileas Fogg fictional character 
fil-i-uhss fog / filias ‘fog/ 

Philemon Greek mythological character 
fil-ee-muhn /fr'li:man/ 

Philippi ancient city, Macedonia 
fil-ip-y /‘ftlrpar/ 

Philippians epistle of St Paul 
fil-ip-i-uhnz /fr'lipienz/ 

Philippines country 
fil-ip-eenz /‘filipi:nz/ 

Philistine ancient Palestinian people 
fil-ist-yn /‘filistamn/ 

philodendron climbing plant 
fil-uh-den-druhn / fila‘dendran/ 

Philo Judaeus Alexandrian Jewish 
philosopher 
fy-loh joo-dee-uhss /,farlau d3u:'di:as/ 

Philomel Greek mythological character 
fil-uh-mel /‘filamel/ 

Philomela Greek mythological character 
fil-uh-mee-luh / fila'mi:la/ 

philtre love potion 
fil-tuhr /'fata(r)/ 

Phintias Greek mythological character 
fin-ti-ass /‘fmtias/ 

Phi Phi island, Thailand 
pee pee /,pi: 'pi:/ 

Phiz English illustrator 
fiz /fiz/ 

phlebotomy taking blood 
fluh-bot-uh-mi /fla'botami/ 

Phlegethon Greek mythological river 
fleg-uh-thon /‘flega¢on/ 

phlegm substance 
flem /flem/ 

phlegmatic calm 
fleg-mat-ik /fleg'matik/ 

phloem vascular tissue in plants 
floh-em /‘flavem/ 

Phnom Penh capital of Cambodia 
pnom pen /,pnom ‘pen/ 


A more anglicized pronunciation, nom pen, 
is also used. 
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Phobos moon of Mars 
foh-boss /‘faubns/ 
phocomelia congenital deformity 
foh-kuh-mee-li-uh / fauka'mi:lia/ 
Phoebe Greek mythological character 
fee-bi /'fi:bi/ 
Phoebus Greek god 
fee-buhss /‘fi:bas/ 
Phoenicia ancient country 
fuh-nee-shuh /fa'ni:Ja/ 
Phoenix city, US 
fee-niks /‘fimiks/ 
However, Phoenix in Mauritius is 
pronounced fay-neeks. 


Phoenix, Joaquin American actor 
wah-keen fee-niks /wa:,kimn ‘fi:ntks/ 

pholeodine drug 
fol-kuh-deen /‘folkodi:n/ 

phonation production of speech sounds 
foh-nay-shuhn /fau'nerfen/ 

phoneme sound unit 
foh-neem /‘founi:m/ 

phonetic relating to speech sounds 
fuh-net-ik /fe'netrk/ 

phonic relating to speech sounds 
fon-ik /‘fontk/ 

phoresy association between organisms 
fuh-ree-si /fa'ri:si/ 

phosphoresce emit light 
foss-fuh-ress / fosfo'res/ 

phosphorus chemical element 
foss-fuh-ruhss /‘fosfaras/ 

phot unit of illumination 
foht /faot/ 

Photius Byzantine scholar 
foh-ti-uhss /‘fautios/ 

photogenic looking attractive in 
photographs 
foh-tuh-jen-ik /,fauta'd3entk/ 
Sometimes also foh-tuh-jeen-ik. 


photometer instrument for measuring 
light intensity 
foh-tom-uh-tuhr /fou'tomota(r)/ 
photon particle 
foh-ton /‘fauton/ 
phragmites reed 
frag-my-teez /frag'marti:z/ 
phratry kinship group 
fray-tri /‘freitri/ 
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phreatic relating to underground water 
fri-at-ik /fri'attk/ 

phrenic relating to the diaphragm 
fren-ik /‘frentk/ 

Phrygia ancient region, Asia Minor 
frij-i-uh /‘frid3ia/ 

phthalate chemical substance 
fthal-ayt /‘féaleit/ 

phthisis wasting disease 
fthy-siss /‘fOaisis/ 

Phuket island, Thailand 
poo-ket /pu:'ket/ 

phulkari ornamental shawl 
puul-kah-ri /pol'ka:ri/ 

phycology botany concerned with algae 
fy-kol-uh-ji /farkvled3i/ 

phylactery box containing Hebrew texts 
fil-ak-tuh-ri /fr'laktari/ 

phyllo see filo 

phyllotaxis arrangement of leaves on a 
stem 
fil-oh-tak-siss / filau'taksis/ 

phylum 1. phyla taxonomic category 
fy-luhm, pl. fy-luh /‘farlam/, pl. /-1a/ 

physalis Chinese lantern plant 
fy-say-liss /far'serlis/ 


Also fiss-uh-liss or fy-sub-liss; see LATIN 


panel. 


physiognomy facial features 
fiz-i-on-uh-mi /,fizi'pnami/ 


Less commonly also fiz-i-og-nuh-mi. 


physique body form 
fiz-eek /fi'zi:k/ 
pi letter of the Greek alphabet 
py /pat/ 
pia mater brain membrane 
pee-uh mah-tuhr /,pi:a 'ma:ta(r)/ 
Piaf, Edith French singer 
ee-dith pyaf /,i:d16 ‘pjaf/ 


First name customarily anglicized; French 
pronunciation is ay-deet. 


Piaget, Jean Swiss psychologist 
zhah(ng) pyah-zhay /,34 pja:'3e1/ 

pianissimo very softly 
pyuh-niss-im-oh / pja‘ntsimau/ 

piano musical instrument 
pi-an-oh /pi'anau/ 

Piano softly 
pyah-noh /‘pja:nau/ 

pianoforte musical instrument 


phreatic | picot 


pi-an-oh-for-tay /pianav‘fo:(r)te1/ 
pianola trademark automatic piano 
pi-uh-noh-luh / pia'navle/ 

Piapiac crow 
pee-uh-pee-uhk /‘pi:api:ak/ 

Piatigorsky, Gregor Russian-American 
cellist 
greg-or pyat-ig-or-ski /,grega:(r) 
pjati'go:(r)ski/ 

Piaui state, Brazil 
pyow-ee /pjau'i:/ 

piazza public square 
pi-at-suh /pi'atsa/ 

Piazzolla, Astor Argentine composer 
ast-or pyass-oh-luh /,asta:(r) 
pja'saula/ 

pibroch bagpipe music 
pee-brokh /‘pi:brox/ 

pica craving to eat unusual substances 
py-kuh /‘patka/ 

picador horesback bullfighter 
pik-uh-dor /'prkada:(r)/ 

picante spicy 
pik-an-tay /pr’kante1/ 

Picardy region, France 
pik-uhr-di /‘pika(r)di/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

picaresque style of fiction 
pik-uh-resk /,pika'resk/ 

picaro rogue 
pik-uh-roh /‘prkerau/ 

Picasso, Pablo Spanish artist 
pab-loh pik-ass-oh / pablau pr'kasau/ 

Picayune of little value 
pik-uh-yoon /,pika‘jun/ 

pickethaube spiked helmet 
pik-uhl-how-buh /‘ptkal hauba/ 

Pico da Neblina mountain, Brazil 
pee-koo dah neb-lee-nuh / pi:ku: da: 
ne'bli:na/ 

Pico della Mirandola Italian 
philosopher 
pee-koh del-uh mirr-and-uh-luh 
/ pi:keu ,dela mr'randale/ 

Pico de Orizaba mountain, Mexico 
pee-koh day orr-ee-sab-uh /,pi:keu 
de pri:‘saba/ 

picot loop 
pee-koh /‘pi:kau/ 


piéce de résistance | pinguid 


piéce de résistance most important 
feature 
pyess duh ruh-ziss-to(ng)ss /,pjes da 
ra'zistds/ 


Also pyess duh rez-ist-ah(ng)ss, especially 


in AM. 


Pieck, Wilhelm German statesman 
vil-helm peek /,vilhelm 'pi:k/ 

pied having two or more different colours 
pyd /paid/ 

pied-a-terre smal! home for occasional 
use 
pyed-ah-tair / pjeda:'te:(r)/ 

Piedmont region, Italy 
peed-mont /‘pi:dmont/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian is 
Piemonte, pronounced pyay-mon-tay. 


pierid butterfly 
py-uh-rid /‘patartd/ 

Piero della Francesca Italian painter 
pyair-oh del-uh fran-chesk-uh 
/,pje:rau dela fran'tfeska/ 

pierogi dumplings 
peer-oh-gi /pia'raugi/ 

Pierre French boy’s name 
pyair /pje:(r)/ 

Pierre city, US 
peer /pia(r)/ 

Pierrot clown character 
peer-oh /'prarau/ 


Also pyerr-oh. 


Piesporter white wine 
peez-port-uhr /‘pi:z,po:(r)ta(r)/ 

pieta picture of the Virgin Mary 
pyay-tah /pjer'ta:/ 

Pietermaritzburg city, South Africa 
pee-tuhr-marr-its-burg 
/,pi:ta(r)'maritsba:(r)g/ 

Pietism pious sentiment 
py-uh-tiz-uhm /‘paiatizam/ 

piet-my-vrou South African cuckoo 
pit may froh /‘pit mer frau/ 

pietra dura mosaic work 
pyet-ruh doo-ruh / pjetra ‘du:ra/ 

piety religiosity 
py-ub-ti /‘pazati/ 

piezoelectricity clectric polarization in 
a substance 
py-ee-zoh-el-ek-triss-it-i 
/pa1,i:zouelek'trisiti/ 
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pika rabbit-like mammal 
py-kuh /'patka/ 
Pik Pobedy mountain, Kyrgyzstan 
peek puh-byed-uh / pi:k pa'bjeda/ 
pilaf rice dish 
pee-laf /‘pilaf/ 
pilaster rectangular column 
pil-ast-uhr /pr'lasta(r)/ 
Pilate, Pontius Roman procurator of 
Judaea 
pon-shuhss py-luht /, ponSes ‘partet/ 
Pilates system of exercises 
pil-ah-teez /pr'la:ti:z/ 
pilau rice dish 
pee-low /‘pi:lau/ 
pileus pl. pilei mushroom cap 
py-li-uhss, pl. py-li-y /‘patlias/, pl. 
/-Viat/ 
Pillai, Nisha BBC journalist 
nee-shuh pil-ay / ni:fa '‘piler/ 
Pilsen city, Czech Republic 
pil-zuhn /‘pilzan/ 
Pilsner lager beer 
pilz-nuhr /‘pulzna(r)/ 
pilule a small pill 
pil-yool /‘pilju:l/ 
pimento red sweet pepper; also 
pimiento 
pim-en-toh /pi'mentau/ 
pimiento red sweet pepper; also 
pimento 
pim-yen-toh /pr'mjentau/ 
pimpernel plant 
pim-puhr-nel /‘pimpa(r)nel/ 
pina colada cocktail 
pee-nuh kuh-lah-duh /,pi:na ka'la:da/ 
Pifiata sweet-filled container 
peen-yah-tuh /pi:'nja:ta/ 
pince-nez eyeglasses with a nose clip 
pa(ng)ss-nay /pés'net/ 
Pindar Greek lyric poet 
pin-duhr /‘pinda(r)/ 
Pindus mountain range, Greece 
pin-duhss /‘pindas/ 
pineal gland 
pin-i-uhl /‘pmial/ 
Pinero, Arthur Wing English 
dramatist 
pin-eer-oh /pr'nisrau/ 
pinguid plump 
ping-gwid /‘pmgwid/ 
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pinguin prickly plant 
ping-gwin /‘pingwin/ 

pinion cogwheel 
pin-yuhn /‘pmjen/ 

pinnace boat 
pin-uhss /‘prnas/ 

Pinochet, Augusto Chilean statesman 
ow-goo-stoh pee-noh-shay 
/av,gu:stau pi:nav' ser/ 


A hispanized pronunciation, pee-notch-et, 
is also common in Chile (see BACHELET, 
MICHELLE). For this particular name, 
however, our research indicates that the 
French-sounding pronunciation we 
recommend is best. 


pinochle card game 
pee-nok-uhl /‘pi:nnkal/ 
Pifion pine tree 
pin-yon /pi'njon/ 
Pinot wine grape 
pee-noh /'pi:nav/ 
pinotage red wine grape 
pin-uh-tahzh /‘pinata:3/ 
Pinter, Harold English dramatist 
pin-tuhr /‘pinta(r)/ 
pinto piebald 
pin-toh /‘pintau/ 
Pinyin romanized spelling for Chinese 
pin-yin /pin'jin/ 
piolet ice pick 
pyoh-lay /pjau'let/ 
pion particle 
py-on /‘painn/ 
pipa Chinese musical instrument 
pee-puh /'pi:pa/ 
pipette dropper 
pip-et /pr'pet/ 
pipistrelle bat 
pip-ist-rel / prpr'strel/ 
piquant appetizing 
pee-kont /‘pi:kont/ 
Pique irritation 
peek /pi:k/ 
pique fabric 
pee-kay /‘pi:ke1/ 
piquet card game 
pik-et /pr'ket/ 
Piraeus port, Greece 
py-ree-uhss /par'ri:as/ 
* Established anglicization. 
piragua canoe 


pinguin | piste 


pirr-ag-wuh /pr'ragwa/ 

Pirandello, Luigi Italian dramatist 
lwee-ji pirr-uhn-del-oh / lwi:d3i 
\Piran'delau/ 

Piranesi, Giovanni Battista Italian 
engraver 
juh-vah-ni bat-ee-stuh pirr-uh-nay-zi 
/d30,va:ni ba,ti:ste prra’neizi/ 

piranha fish 
pirr-ah-nuh /pr'ra:na/ 

Less commonly also pirr-ah-nyuh, a more 
Portuguese-sounding pronunciation. 


Piri-piri chilli sauce 
pirr-i pirr-i /‘prri prri/ 

pirog Russian pie 
Pirr-og /pr'rog/ 

pirogue canoe 
pirr-ohg /pr'raug/ 

piroshki Russian savoury pastries 
peer-uhsh-kee /prara’fki:/ 

pirouette spin 
pirr-oo-et /,piru'et/ 

Pisa city 
pee-zuh /'pi:za/, ['pi:sa] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Pisano family of Italian sculptors 
pee-sah-noh /pi:'sa:nau/ 

piscatorial concerning fishing 
pisk-uh-taw-ri-uhl / piska'ta:rial/ 

Pisces constellation 
py-seez /‘paisi:z/ 

Piscine concerning fish 
piss-yn /‘pisain/ 

pishogue superstitious belief 
pish-ohg /pr‘faug/ 

Pisidia region, ancient Asia Minor 
py-sid-i-uh /par'sidio/ 

Pisistratus tyrant of Athens 
py-sist-ruh-tuhss /par'sistratas/ 

pissaladiére open tart 
piss-al-ad-yair / pisala‘dje:(r)/ 

pissant insignificant person or thing 
piss-ant /‘pisant/ 

Pissarro, Camille French painter 
kam-ee pee-sarr-oh /ka,mi: pi:sa'rau/ 
Sometimes also piss-ah-roh, a somewhat 
established anglicization. 


pistachio nut 
pist-ash-i-oh /pr'stafieu/ 
piste ski run 
peest /pi:st/ 


pistil | Plato 


pistil female parts of a flower 
pist-il /‘prstil/ 
pistole gold coin 
pist-ohl /pr'staul/ 
pistolero gunman 
pist-uh-lair-oh / pista'‘le:rau/ 
pitahaya cactus 
pit-uh-hy-uh /,pita‘hata/ 
Pitcairn Islands islands, South Pacific 
pit-kairn /‘pitke:(r)n/ 
pithivier tart 
pit-iv-yay / prtr'vjer/ 
piton spike 
pee-ton /‘pi:ton/ 
Pitti Florence art gallery 
pit-i /‘prti/ 
Pittsburgh city, US 
pits-burg /‘pitsbe:(r)g/ 
pituitary gland 
pit-yoo-it-uh-ri /pr'tju:ttari/ 
pit mosso musical term 
pyoo moss-oh /pju: 'mnsau/ 
Pius name of several popes 
py-uhss /‘paras/ 
Pizarro, Francisco Spanish 
conquistador 
fran-thee-skoh pee-tharr-oh 
/fran,@i:skeu pi:'6arau/ 
pizza Italian dish 
peet-suh /'pi:tse/ 
pizzeria pizza restaurant 
peet-suh-ree-uh / pi:tsa'ri:a/ 
pizzicato plucking an instrument's 
strings 
pit-sik-ah-toh /pitsi'ka:tau/ 
placate mollify 
pluh-kayt /pla‘kert/ 
placebo sugar pill 
pluh-see-boh /ple'si:bau/ 
placenta pl. placentae organ in the 
uterus 
pluh-sen-tuh, pl. pluh-sen-tee 
/ple'senta/, pl. /-ti:/ 
Placentia port, Canada 
pluh-sen-shuh /pla'senfo/ 
placet affirmative vote 
play-set /‘pletset/ 
plagal musical term 
play-guhl /‘plergel/ 
Plagge, Karl German army officer 
karl plag-uh /,ka:(r)l ‘plaga/ 
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plagiarize copy 
play-juh-ryz /‘plerd3araiz/ 

plaid chequered cloth 
plad /plad/ 

Plaid Cymru Welsh Nationalist party 
plyd kum-ri /,plaid 'kamri/ 

Plaistow various locations, England 
plah-stoh /‘pla:stau/ 
This is correct for the Plaistows in London 
and West Sussex. However, the one in Kent 
is sometimes also pronounced play-stoh, 
and those in Derbyshire and Herefordshire 
always are. 


planchette small board on castors 
plahn-shet /pla:n'fet/ 

plangent resonant 
plan-juhnt /‘pland3ent/ 

Plano city, US 
play-noh /‘plemnau/ 

Plantagenet English royal dynasty 
plan-taj-uh-nuht /plan'tad3zanat/ 

plantain banana 
plan-tayn /‘plantein/ 

plantar relating to the sole of the foot 
plan-tuhr /‘planta(r)/ 

plaque ornamental tablet 
plak /plak/ 

Plataea, Battle of battle of the Persian 
Wars 
pluh-tee-uh /pla'ti:a/ 

plat du jour dish of the day 
plah doo zhoor / pla: du: ‘3ua(r)/, 
French [pla dy 3ur} 

Plate, River estuary, South America 
playt /pleit/ 
Spanish name is Rio de la Plata, 
pronounced ree-oh day la plat-uh. 


Platée ballet by Rameau 
plat-ay /pla'ter/ 

Plater, Alan English playwright 
play-tuhr /‘plerta(r)/ 

plateau area of level high ground 
plat-oh /‘platau/ 

platen plate in a printing press 
plat-uhn /‘platen/ 

Plath, Sylvia American poet 
plath /pla6/ 

platinum chemical element 
plat-in-uhm /‘platmem/ 

Plato Greek philosopher 
play-toh /‘pleitau/ 
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Platonic associated with Plato 
pluh-ton-ik /ple'tonik/ 

Plattdeutsch German dialect 
plat-doytch /’platdortJ/ 

platypus egg-laying mammal 
plat-ip-uhss /‘platipas/ 

platysma pl. platysmata neck muscles 
pluh-tiz-muh, pl. pluh-tiz-muh-tuh 
/pla'tizma/, pl. /-mata/ 

plaudit praise 
plaw-dit /‘plo:dit/ 

Plautus, Titus Roman comic dramatist 
ty-tuhss plaw-tuhss / taitas ‘plo:tas/ 


Also classical pronunciation plow-tuuss; 
see LATIN panel. 


playa area of land 
ply-uh /‘plata/ 

plebeian commoner 
pluh-bee-uhn /pla'bi:an/ 

plebiscite direct vote 
pleb-iss-it /‘plebisit/ 


Sometimes also pleb-iss-yt. 


Pleiades constellation 
ply-uh-deez /‘platadi:z/ 
plein-air outdoors 
plen air /plen 'e:(r)/ 
Pleistocene geological epoch 
ply-stuh-seen /‘plaistasi:n/ 
plenary general meeting 
plee-nuh-ri /‘pli:nari/ 
plenipotentiary diplomat 
plen-ip-uh-ten-shuh-ri 
/,plenitpa'tenfari/ 
plenum assembly 
plee-nuhm /‘pli:znam/ 
pleonasm use of more words than are 
necessary to convey meaning 
plee-uh-naz-uhm /‘pli:a,nazam/ 
pleroma spiritual universe 
pluh-roh-muh /pla'rauma/ 
plesiosaur dinosaur 
plee-si-uh-sawr /‘pli:siaso:(r)/ 
plethora excess 
pleth-uh-ruh /‘ple6ara/ 
pleura pi. pleurae membrane enveloping 
the lungs 
ploor-uh, pl. ploor-ee /‘pluara/, pl. 
/-ri:/ 
pleurisy intlammation of the pleurae 
ploor-iss-i /‘pluartsi/ 


Platonic | pochette 


Pleven town, Bulgaria 
plev-en /‘pleven/ 
plié knee-bend in ballet 
plee-ay /‘pli:e1/ 
Pliny name of two Roman statesmen 
plin-i /‘plmi/ 
Pliocene geological epoch 
ply-uh-seen /‘platasi:n/ 
Ploiesti city, Romania 
ploh-yesht /plau'jest/ 
plongeur dish-washer 
plo(ng)-zhoer /pl5'30e:(r)/ 
Plotinus Roman philosopher 
pluh-ty-nuhss /pla‘tames/ 
Plovdiv city, Bulgaria 
plov-dif /‘plovadif/ 
plover wading bird 
pluv-uhr /‘plava(r)/ 
plumage bird's feathers 
ploo-mij /‘plu:mid3/ 
plus ¢a change expression 
acknowledging the fundamental 
immutability of human nature 
plue sah shah(ng)zh /,ply sa ‘Sa3/ 
Plutarch Greek biographer 
ploo-tark /’plu:ta:(r)k/ 
Plutino planet-like body 
ploo-tee-noh /plu:'ti:nau/ 
plutocracy government by the wealthy 
ploo-tok-ruh-si /plu:'tokrasi/ 
Plymouth port, England 
plim-uhth /‘plima6/ 
pneuma vital spirit 
nyoo-muh /'nju:ma/ 
pneumoconiosis miners’ lung disease 
nyoo-muh-koh-ni-oh-siss 
/ nju:mekaoni'ausis/ 
Pnyx place of assembly in ancient Athens 
pniks /pniks/ 
Poblacht na hEireann Republic of 
Ireland 
pob-lakht nuh hair-uhn / poblaxt na 
‘he:ran/ 
poblano green chilli pepper 
pob-lah-noh /po'bla:nau/ 
Pocahontas American Indian princess 
pok-uh-hont-uhss / poka‘hontes/ 
pochard duck 
poh-chuhrd /‘pautfa(r)d/ 
pochette small handbag 
posh-et /po‘set/ 


poco | polka 


Poco musical term 
poh-koh /‘paukau/ 
Podgorica capital of Montenegro 
pod-gorr-it-suh /‘podgnritse/ 
podiatry chiropody 
puh-dy-uh-tri /pa'datatri/ 
Podolsk city, Russia 
puh-dolsk /pa'dolsk/ 
Podunk hypothetical dull small 
American town 
poh-dunk /‘paudank/ 
poesy poetry 
poh-uh-zi /‘pauazi/ 
poetaster bad poet 
poh-uh-tast-uhr /,paue'tasta(r)/ 
poéte maudit unappreciated poet 
poh-et moh-dee /pau,et mau'di/ 
pogrom organized massacre 
pog-rom /'‘pogrom/ 
Pohamba, Hifikepunye Namibian 
statesman 
hif-ee-kuh-poon-yuh poh-ham-buh 
/hifi:ka,pu:nja pao‘ hambe/ 
Pohnpei (also Ponape) island, 
Micronesia 
pon-uh-pay /‘ponapel/ 
pohutukawa tree 
puh-hoo-tuh-kah-wuh 
/pa,hu:te'ka:wa/ 
poi Hawaiian dish 
poy /po1/ 
poignant evoking a sense of regret 
poyn-yuhnt /‘pornjant/ 
poilu French infantry soldier 
pwal-ue /pwa'ly/ 
Poincaré, Jules-Henri French 
mathematician 
zhuel ah(ng)-ree pwa(ng)-karr-ay 
/,3y) Gri: pwéka're1/ 
Poindexter boringly studious person 
poyn-dek-stuhr /‘pomndeksta(r)/ 
poinsettia plant 
poyn-set-i-uh / poin'setia/ 
pointe tips of the toes 
pwa(ng)t /pwét/ 
Pointe-a-Pitre port, Guadeloupe 
pwa(ng)t-ap-eet-ruh / pwéta'pi:tro/ 
pointelle lacy knitted fabric 
poyn-tel / pom'tel/ 
Pointe-Noire port, Congo 
pwa(ng)t nwar /pwét 'nwa:(r)/ 
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pointillism painting technique 
pwant-il-iz-uhm /‘pwantilizam/ 

Poitier, Sidney American actor 
pwah-ti-ay /‘pwa:tie1/ 

Poitiers city, France 
pwat-yay /‘pwatjei/ 

Poitou-Charentes region, France 
pwat-oo sharr-o(ng)t /pwatu: fa'rdt/ 

Pokémon Japanese game character 
poh-kay-mon /‘paukermon/ 
Less commonly also pok-em-on. This 
pronunciation seems etymologically more 
accurate, since the name is derived from the 
English words ‘pocket monster’. However, 
the pronunciation we recommend is that 
used in the theme tune of the television 
cartoon. 


Polanski, Roman French film director 
roh-muhn puh-lan-ski /,raumen 
pa'lanski/ 

Polaris star 
puh-lar-iss /pa‘la:r1s/ 

polder low-lying reclaimed land 
pohl-duhr /‘paulda(r)/ 

polemic verbal attack 
puh-lem-ik /pa‘lemik/ 

polenta maize flour 
puh-lent-uh /pa'lenta/ 

Poliakoff, Stephen English playwright 
pol-yuh-kof /‘poljakof/ 

policier crime film 
pol-iss-yay /,pplt'sjet/ 

poliomyelitis disease 
poh-li-oh-my-uh-ly-tiss 
/, pavliaomaia'laitis/ 

polis ‘police’ (Scottish and Irish) 
poh-liss /‘paulis/ 

polis city state in ancient Greece 
pol-iss /‘polis/ 

politburo policy-making committee 
pol-it-byoor-oh /'polit, bjuerau/ 

Polites Greek mythological character 
puh-ly-teez /pa'laiti:z/ 

politesse etiquette 
pol-i-tess / poli'tes/ 

polity form of government 
pol-it-i /‘politi/ 

Polk, James Knox American statesman 
pohk /pauk/ 

polka dance 
pol-kuh /‘polka/ 
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Polish 


Polish is a Slavic language, written in the Roman alphabet. It is spoken 
by about 40 million people, mainly in Poland, but also in neighbouring 
countries of the former Soviet Union, and in Polish communities 
around the world. 

Polish pronunciation is fairly predictable from the spelling. This is 
far from straightforward, however, due to the many diacritical marks 
that can be placed on letters to change the pronunciation. The correct 
Polish spelling must therefore be established before the pronunciation 
can be worked out, and the result may be unexpected! The city of Lédz, 
for example, is pronounced wootch. 

The Polish given here is, as always, somewhat anglicized in line with 
BBC policy and the constraints of the phonetic respelling. 


Stress 
Polish stress always falls on the second to last syllable. 


Vowels 


A is always pronounced a. Jan is yan. In anglicized Polish, A followed 
by R and another consonant is given as ar, and sometimes as schwa 
(uh) in unstressed positions. 

A is pronounced o(ng) word-finally and before the sounds f, v, s, z, sh, 
and zh. It is pronounced on before t, d, ch, j, ts, and dz, om before p 
and b, ong before k and g, and o before | and w. 

E is always pronounced e. Ewa is ev-uh. In anglicized Polish, E fol- 
lowed by R and another consonant is given as air, E followed by a 
vowel as ay, and sometimes as schwa (uh) in unstressed positions. 

E is pronounced a(ng) word-finally and before f, v, 5, z, sh, and zh. It is 
pronounced en before t, d, ch, j, ts, and dz, em before p and b, and eng 
before k and g. 

1 is usually represented as ee, although it is not as long as the ee in 
sleep. It is pronounced y as in yes before vowels. Marcin is mar-cheen 
and Gierek is gyerr-ek. 

O is always pronounced o. Antoni is an-ton-i. In anglicized Polish, 

O followed by R and another consonant is given as or, and O at the 
end of a word is given as oh. 

O is pronounced oo. Jézef is yoo-zef. 

U is pronounced 00. Janusz is yan-oosh. 

Y is pronounced close to i. Krystyna is krist-in-uh. 
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Consonants 

Polish has some consonant sounds that do not occur in English, which 

are difficult to represent in the respelling. There are also some rather 

tricky consonant combinations, which can be real tongue-twisters for 

English speakers. Former president Aleksander Kwasniewski, for 

example, is pronounced kfash-nyef-ski. 

B, D, F, G, K, L, M, N, P, T, V, and Z are pronounced as in English. 
However, B, D, G, V, and Z are devoiced to 9, t, k, f, and s respectively 
in word-final position, and next to other voiceless consonants (i.e. 
pronounced without vibration of the vocal cords). See also D and Z 
in combination with other letters below. 

C is pronounced ts. 

€ and Cl are pronounced close to ch, and CZ is pronounced ch. 

CH is pronounced kh (as in Scottish loch). 

DZI and DZ are pronounced close to j, and close to ch in word-final 
position. DZ is pronounced j. 

H is pronounced h initially, and kh (as in Scottish /och) before conson- 
ants. 

J is pronounced y. 

Lis pronounced w. 

N is pronounced i(ng), but ny as in onion finally. Gdarisk is 
g(uh)-dy(ng)sk (although often anglicized to guh-dansk) and Wer is 
vien-y(uh). 

RZ is pronounced zh, but sh finally and next to other voiceless conson- 
ants. 

S is always pronounced s. 

SI and § are pronounced close to sh, and SZ is pronounced sh. 

W is pronounced \, but f finally and next to other voiceless consonants. 

ZI and Z are pronounced close to zh, and Z is pronounced zh, but sh in 
word-final position. 


Pollaiuolo, Antonio Italian sculptor pol-on-uh-roo-wuh /pv,lona'ru:wa/ 
an-toh-nyoh pol-y-woh-loh polony bologna ham 
/an,taunjeu polai'wauleu/ puh-loh-ni /pa'leoni/ 
Pollux Greek mythological character Pol Pot Cambodian leader 
pol-uhks /’pplaks/ pol pot /,pol ‘pot/ 
Polokwane town, South Africa Poltava city, Ukraine 
pol-oh-kwah-ni /, poleu'kwa:ni/ pol-tah-vuh /pol'ta:va/ 
polonaise dance poltergeist ghost 
pol-uh-nayz /,pola‘neiz/ pol-tuhr-gyst /‘polta(r)gatst/ 
polonium chemical element polyamide synthetic polymer 
puh-loh-ni-uhm /pa'leuniam/ pol-i-ay-myd /,poli'emmatd/ 
Polonius fictional character polyamory having multiple sexual 
puh-loh-ni-uhss /pa'leunias/ partners 


Polonnaruwa Sri Lanka pol-i-am-uh-ri /,poli'amari/ 
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polyanthus plant 
pol-i-an-thuhss / ppli'an6as/ 
Polybius Greek historian 
puh-lib-i-uhss /pa'libias/ 
Polyclitus Greek sculptor 
pol-i-kly-tuhss /,poli'kLaitas/ 
Polydeuces Greek mythological 
character 
pol-i-dyoo-seez / poli'dju:si:z/ 
Polyeucte play by Corneille 
pol-yoekt /po'lja:kt/ 
polygyny polygamy in which a man has 
more than one wife 
puh-lij-in-i /pa‘lid3ini/ 
polyhedron 91. polyhedra solid figure 
with many plane faces 
pol-i-hee-druhn, pl. pol-i-hee-druh 
/ polr'hi:dran/, pl. /-dra/ 


Commonly also pol-i-hed-ruhn. 


Polyhymnia Greek mythological 
character 
pol-i-him-ni-uh /,ppli‘himnia/ 
Polynesia region of the Pacific 
pol-i-nee-zhuh /,poli’ni:3a/ 
polynomial consisting of several terms 
pol-i-noh-mi-uh! /,ppli‘navmial/ 
Polyphemus Greek mythological 
character 
pol-if-ee-muhss /,pol1'fi:mas/ 
polyphony musical style 
puh-lif-uh-ni /pa'lifoni/ 
polysemy coexistence of possible 
meanings 
puh-liss-uh-mi /pa'lisami/ 
polytheism belief in more than one god 
pol-i-thee-iz-uhm /‘poli,9i:1zam/ 
polyurethane synthetic resin 
pol-i-yoor-uh-thayn / polijuaradein/ 
Polzeath town, England 
pol-zeth /ppl'ze6/ 
pomace fruit pulp 
pum-iss /‘pamis/ 
pomade hair oi! 
puh-mayd /pa'merd/ 
pomander aromatic ball 
puh-man-duhr /pe'manda(r)/ 
pombe fermented drink 
pom-bay /‘ppmbe1/ 
pomelo citrus fruit 
pom-uh-loh /‘pomalau/ 
Pomerania region, Europe 


polyanthus | Pontine Marshes 


pom-uh-ray-ni-uh / pome'reimia/ 
pommes frites potato chips 
pom freet /,pom ‘fri:t/ 

Pomona city, US 
puh-moh-nuh /pe'mauna/ 

pompadour woman’ hairstyle 
pom-puh-door /‘pompadua(r)/ 

pompano fish 
pom-puh-noh /‘pompanau/ 

Pompeii ancient city, Italy 
pom-pay-i /pom'peli/ 

Pompey Roman statesman 
pom-pi /‘pompi/ 

Pompidou, Georges French statesman 
zhorzh pom-pid-o0 /,39:(r)3 
pompr'du:/ 

Ponape see Pohnpei 

Ponce de Leon, Juan Spanish explorer 
khwan pon-thay day lay-on /,xwan 
,ponéer der ler'pn/ 

ponderosa pine tree 
pon-duh-roh-suh /,ponda'rausa/ 

Pondicherry territory, India 
pon-ditch-err-i /,pondr'tferi/ 

pone maize bread 
pohn /paun/ 

ponga see punga 

pongal Tamil New Year festival 
pong-guh! /‘pongel/ 

pongee fabric 
pon-jee /pon'd3i:/ 

pons Varolii part of the brainstem 
ponz vuh-roh-li-y /,ponz va'raulra1/ 

Pontchartrain lake, US 
pon-chuhr-trayn /‘pontfartrein/ 

Pontefract cake liquorice sweet 
pon-tuh-frakt /'pontafrakt/ 

Pontiac fever disease 
pont-i-ak /‘pontiak/ 

Pontianak port, Indonesia 
pont-i-ah-nak /,ponti'a:nak/ 

pontifex pl. pontifices member of the 
principal college of priests 
pon-tif-eks, pl. pon-tif-iss-eez 
/'pontifeks/, pl. /pon’trfisi:z/ 

pontificate express one’s opinions in a 
pompous way 
pon-tif-ik-ayt /pon'tifikert/ 

pontificate office of a pope or bishop 
pon-tif-ik-uht /pon'trfiket/ 

Pontine Marshes marshland, Italy 
pon-tyn /‘pontain/ 


Pont PEvéque | Poseidon 


Pont l’Evéque soft cheese 
po(ng) luh-vek / pd le'vek/ 
Pontormo, Jacopo da Italian painter 
yah-kuh-poh dah pon-tor-moh 
/ja:kapeu da: pon'ta:(r)mau/ 
Pontypridd town, Wales 
pont-uh-preeth /ponte'pri:3/ 
pooka hobgoblin 
poo-kuh /'pu:ko/ 
Poona see Pune 
popinjay vain person 
pop-in-jay /‘popind3et/ 
Popocatépetl volcano, Mexico 
pop-uh-kat-uh-pet-uhl 
/,popa'kata,petal/ 
poppadom (also popadom) Indian fried 
bread 
pop-uh-duhm /'popadem/ 
Poppaea Sabina Roman empress, wife 
of Nero 
pop-ee-uh suh-by-nuh /pp,pi:a 
sa'baina/ 
« See LATIN panel. 
porcelain ceramic 
por-suh-lin /‘pa:(r)salin/ 
porcine relating to pigs 
por-syn /'po:(r)sain/ 
porcini wild mushrooms 
por-chee-ni /po:(r)'tfizni/ 
Porgy and Bess opera by Gershwin 
por-gi /'po:(r)gi/ 
Pori port, Finland 
porr-i /‘pori/ 
porphyria hereditary disease 
por-firr-i-uh /po:(r)'firia/ 
porphyry rock 
por-firr-i /‘po:(r)firi/ 
porpoise small whale 
por-puhss /'po:(r)pas/ 
porringer bowl 
porr-in-juhr /‘pormnd3a(r)/ 
Porsche Austrian car manufacturer 
porsh-uh /‘po:(r)fa/ 
Commonly also porsh, an anglicized 
pronunciation. Our recommendation is the 


pronunciation preferred by the company in 
the UK. 


portamento musical slide between notes 
por-tuh-men-toh /,po:(r)ta'mentau/ 

Port-au-Prince capital of Haiti 
port-oh-prinss /,po:(r)tau'prms/ 
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Established anglicization, also common in 
Haiti. A French pronunciation, 
por-oh-pra(ng)ss, and a French Creole 
pronunciation, port-oh-pra(ng)ss, are also 
both in current use. 


Port-Gentil port, Gabon 
por zhah(ng)-tee /,po:(r) 34'ti:/ 
Portia Shakespearean character 
porsh-uh /'pa:(r)Sa/ 
portico roofed structure 
por-tik-oh /‘pa:(r)tikau/ 
Portimao city, Portugal 
poor-tim-ow(ng) /pua(r)tr'mau/ 
Portishead town, England 
por-tiss-hed /‘po:(r)tished/ 
Portlaoise (also Portlaoighise) town, 
Republic of Ireland 
port-leesh /po:(r)t'li:S/ 
Port Louis capital of Mauritius 
port loo-ee /,pox(r)t ‘lu:i/ 
portmanteau travelling bag 
port-man-toh /po:(r)t'mantau/ 
Port Moresby capital of Papua New 
Guinea 
port morz-bi /,po:(r)t 'mo:(r)zbi/ 
Porto port, Portugal 
por-toh /'po:(r)teu/ 
Established anglicization. The Portuguese 
name is Oporto, pronounced 00-por-too. 


POrto Alegre city, Brazil 

port-oo uh-leg-ri /,po:(r)tu: a‘legri/ 
Porto Novo capital of Benin 

port-oh noh-voh /,po:(r)tau 'nawveu/ 
Porto Velho town, Brazil 

port-oo vel-yoo /,po:(r)tu: 'velju:/ 
Port Pirie port, Australia 

pirr-i /‘piri/ 
Port Said port, Egypt 

syd /said/ 

* Established anglicization. 
Port Salut mild cheese 

por sal-oo / po:(r) sa'lu:/ 
Portugal country 

port-yuu-guhl /‘po:(r)tjugal/, 

[portu‘gal} 

* Established anglicization. 
posada hotel in Spain 

poss-ah-thuh /pv'sa:6a/ 
Poseidon Greek god 

puh-sy-duhn /pa‘sardan/ 
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Portuguese 


Portuguese is a Romance language spoken in Brazil, in various parts of 
Africa, particularly Angola and Mozambique, and of course in Portu- 
gal. Some English speakers, who perhaps know a little Spanish, may 
imagine that the pronunciation of Portuguese is much more similar to 
Spanish than it actually is, and attempt to pronounce Portuguese in a 
Spanish manner. It is a common mistake, for example, to mispro- 
nounce Portuguese José as Spanish khoh-zay, rather than Portuguese 
zhuuz-ay. This can be particularly offensive to Portuguese speakers, 
who understandably do not wish to be lumped in with their Spanish- 
speaking neighbours. In fact, although the language is lexically 

and structurally similar to Spanish, the pronunciation is markedly 
different. 

Portuguese pronunciation is complicated. Although generalizations 
are usually made about European Portuguese compared to Brazilian 
Portuguese, there is also considerable variation within these and other 
lusophone countries. As with all the brief panels in this book, this is a 
rough and by no means exhaustive guide, and gives details of how we 
advise on the pronunciation of Portuguese, subject to the constraints of 
our anglicization policy and the respelling system. 


Stress 

Portuguese stress falls on the second-last syllable of the word if the 
word ends in A, E, O, M, or S; otherwise it falls on the last syllable. 
Exceptions to this rule are indicated in the spelling by an accent over 
the vowel of the syllable to be stressed, for example inglés, débil. 


Vowels 

In our recommendations we advise that A, I, and U are pronounced as 
a (if short) or ah (if long), ee, and oo. Lise, and £ is ay; O is 0, O is oh. 
Vowels which appear with no accent may be pronounced in either way; 
a dictionary or a native speaker must be consulted to be certain. O is 
pronounced uu when it is unstressed, and 00 at the end of a word. 
Other vowels in unstressed syllables are reduced to uh. Vowels can be 
nasalized, which may be indicated with a tilde (A). There is also a large 
set of diphthongs in Portuguese, which are pronounced more or less as 
sequences of their component parts. 


Consonants 
C is pronounced k before A, O, and U and s before E and I. 
¢ is pronounced s, and CH is pronounced sh. 


positron | Pouilly-Fumé 
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D is pronounced d unless it appears between vowels or at the end of 
words, in which case it is th as in this. In Brazilian Portuguese D 


before I is pronounced j. 


G is pronounced g, except for before E and I, where it is zh. 
H is always silent. J is pronounced zh. 
L sometimes becomes w after vowels, and LH is pronounced ly as in 


million. 
NH is pronounced ny as in onion. 


S is pronounced as s, z between vowels, and sh or zh before consonants. 
At the end of a word it is sh in Portugal and parts of Brazil, s in other 


parts of Brazil. 


T before I or E is pronounced ch in Brazilian Portuguese; in European 


Portuguese it is always t. 
X is pronounced sh, ks or s. 


Z is usually z, but at the end of a word it is sh in Portugal, and zh in 


Brazil. 


positron subatomic particle 
poz-it-ron /‘pozitron/ 

posse body of men 
poss-i /'ppsi/ 

posset milk drink 
poss-uht /"posat/ 

POSSLQ Person of the Opposite Sex 
Sharing Living Quarters 
poss-uhl-kyoo /‘ppsal,kju:/ 

poste restante mail kept in a post office 
pohst rest-uhnt /paust 'restant/ 

postern back entrance 
post-uhrn /‘posta(r)n/ 

posthumous after death 
post-yuum-uhss /’ppstjumas/ 

potable safe to drink 
poh-tuh-buhl /‘pautabel/ 

potage thick soup 
pot-ahzh /po'ta:3/ 

potager kitchen garden 
pot-uh-juhr /‘potad3a(r)/ 

potassium chemical element 
puh-tass-i-uhm /pa'tasiam/ 

pot-au-feu meat soup 
pot-oh-foe / potau'fa:/ 

Potawatomi American Indian ethnic 
group 
pot-uh-wot-uh-mi / pota'wotami/ 

Potémkin Russian battleship 
puh-tyom-kin /pa'tiomkmn/ 


Sometimes anglicized to puh-tem-kin, 
especially in figurative use. 
Potenza town, Italy 
puh-tent-suh /pa'tentso/ 
Potiphar biblical character 
pot-if-uhr /‘potifa(r)/ 
potjie cast-iron pot (South Africa) 
poy-ki /‘poiki/ 
Potomac river, US 
puh-toh-muhk /pa'‘taumok/ 
Potosi city, Bolivia 
pot-oh-see /,potau'si:/ 
potpourri perfumed dried petals 
poh-puh-ree /paupe'ri:/ 
Potsdam city, Germany 
pots-dam /'potsdam/ 
potsherd broken piece of ceramic 
material 
pot-shurd /‘potfa:(r)d/ 
POTUS President Of The United States 
poh-tuhss /‘pautes/ 
pouchong kind of tea 
poo-chong /pu:'tfon/ 
pouffe footstool 
poof /pu:f/ 
Poughkeepsie town, US 
puh-kip-si /pa’kipsi/ 
Pouilly-Fumé white wine 
poo-yi-foo-may /,pu:ji'fu:mer/ 
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Poulenc, Francis French composer 
frah(ng)-seess poo-la(ng)k /fra,si:s 
pu:'lék/ 
© See FRENCH panel. 

poult young fowl 
pohit /pault/ 

poult corded fabric 
poolt /pu:lt/ 

poultice moist mass of material 
pohl-tiss /‘paoltis/ 

poundal unit of force 
pownd-uhl /‘paundal/ 

pourboire gratuity 
poor-bwar /pua(r)'bwa:(r)/ 

Poussin, Nicolas French painter 
nee-koh-lah poo-sa(ng) /ni:kou la: 
pu:'sé/ 

poussin chicken 
poo-san /‘pu:san/ 

Powell, Anthony English novelist 
poh-uhl /‘peuol/ 

Powell, Colin American statesman 
koh-lin pow-uhi /,kaulin ‘paual/ 


The unusual pronunciation for the first 
name is his own. 


Powell, Enoch British politician 
ee-nok pow-uhl /,i:nvk ‘paval/ 
Powhatan American Indian ethnic 

group 
pow-uh-tan /‘pavetan/ 
Powys county, Wales 
pow- iss /‘pauis/ 
Pozidriv trademark type of cross-head 
screwdriver 
poz-i-dryv /‘pozidrarv/ 
Poznan city, Poland 
poz-nan /‘poznan/, [‘poznan] 
* Established anglicization. 
Prader-Willi syndrome congenital 
disorder 
prah-duhr vil-i /,pra:da(r) 'vili/ 
Prado Spanish art gallery 
prah-doh /‘pra:dau/ 
praecipe legal order requesting a 
document 
pree-sip-i /‘pri:sipi/ 
praepostor prefect or monitor 
pri-post-uhr /pri'ppsta(r)/ 
Praesepe cluster of stars in the 
constellation Cancer 
pry-see-pi /prar'sipi/ 


Poulenc, Francis | precis 


Prague capital of the Czech Republic 
prahg /pra:9/ 


Established anglicization. The Czech name 
is Praha, pronounced prah-huh ['praha]. 


Praia capital of the Cape Verde Islands 
pry-uh /‘prara/ 
Prakrit ancient dialects of India 
prah-krit /‘pra:krit/ 
praline sweet nut paste 
prah-leen /‘pra:li:n/ 
pralltriller musical ornament 
pral-tril-uhr /‘pral,trile(r)/ 
pranam respectful greeting 
prun-ahm /pra‘na:m/ 
pranayama regulation of the breath 
prun-uh-yah-muh / prana'ja:ma/ 
prandial relating to dinner or lunch 
pran-di-uhl /‘prandiol/ 
Prandtl, Ludwig German physicist 
luut-vikh prant-uhl /lotvic 'prantel/ 
prasad devotional offering 
pruss-ahd /pra'sa:d/ 
praseodymium chemical element 
pray-zi-oh-dim-i-uhm 
/ preiziev'dimiem/ 
pratique permission granted to a ship 
prat-ik /‘pratrk/ 
Prato city, Italy 
prah-toh /‘pra:tau/ 
Pravda Russian daily newspaper 
prahv-duh /'pra:vda/ 
praxis practice 
prak-siss /‘praksis/ 
Praxiteles Greek sculptor 
prak-sit-uh-leez /prak'sitali:z/ 
Prayer of Manasses book of the 
Apocrypha 
muh-nass-eez /ma‘nasi:z/ 
preamble preparatory statement 
pree-am-buhl /pri:‘ambeal/ 
prebendary honorary canon 
preb-uhn-dub-ri /‘prebendari/ 
Precambrian geological aeon 
pree-kam-bri-uhn /pri:'kambrian/ 
precatory relating to a wish 
prek-uh-tuh-ri /‘prekatari/ 
precis pl. precis summary 
pray-si, pl. pray-seez /‘preisi/, pl. 
f-sizz/ 


predilection | prima donna 


predilection special liking for 
something 
pree-dil-ek-shuhn / pri:dr'lekfan/ 
prednisolone steroid 
pred-niss-uh-lohn /pred'nisaleun/ 
preface introduction to a book 
pref-uhss /‘prefas/ 
prelapsarian characteristic of the time 
before the Fall of Man 
pree-lap-sair-i-uhn / pri:lap'se:rien/ 
prelate bishop 
prel-uht /‘prelot/ 
prelude introduction 
prel-yood /'prelju:d/ 
premier first in importance 
prem-i-uhr /‘premio(r)/ 


AM usually pruh-meer. 


premier cru wine of a superior grade 
prem-yay kroo /,premjer ‘kru:/ 

premiere first performance or showing 
prem-i-air /‘premie:(r)/ 

Preminger, Otto Austrian-American 
film director 
ot-oh prem-in-juhr /,ptau 
‘premind3o(r)/ 


This is his own preferred anglicization; the 


usual German pronunciation is 
prem-ing-uhr. 


premise previous proposition 
prem-iss /‘premis/ 
premonition strong feeling that 
something is about to happen 
prem-uh-nish-uhn /,prema'nifan/ 
Premonstratensian member of an 
order of canons founded at Prémontré in 
France 
pree-mon-struh-tensh-uhn 
/,prizmpnstra'tenfan/ 
prepuce foreskin 
pree-pyooss /‘pri:pju:s/ 
Pre-Raphaelite member of a group of 
artists 
pree-raf-uh-lyt /pri:‘rafalatt/ 
prerogative exclusive right 
pruh-rog-uh-tiv /pra'rogativ/ 
presage be a sign of 
press-uhj /‘presed3/ 
presbyopia long-sightedness 
prez-bi-oh-pi-uh /,prezbr’aupia/ 
Presbyterian Christian denomination 
prez-bit-eer-i-uhn / prezbr'trerian/ 
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prescient having knowledge of events 
press-i-uhnt /‘presiant/ 
presentiment intuitive feeling 
pruh-zen-ti-muhnt /pra'zentimant/ 
presidio fortified military settlement 
press-id-i-oh /pre'sidiau/ 
Presocratic relating to philosophers 
pree-suh-krat-ik /,pri:se’kratik/ 
pressé juice drink 
Press-ay /‘preser/ 
prestidigitation conjuring tricks 
prest-id-ij-it-ay-shuhn 
/ presti,did3i'terfan/ 
prestissimo musical term 
prest-iss-im-oh /pre'stisimou/ 
Prestonpans battle site near Edinburgh 
prest-uhn-panz /,prestan'panz/ 
prét-a-porter ready-to-wear designer 
clothes 
pret-uh-por-tay / preta'pa:(r)te1/ 
preterite grammatical term 
pret-uh-rit /‘pretartt/ 
preternatural beyond what is normal 
pree-tuhr-natch-uh-ruhl 
/ pri:ta(r)'natfaral/ 
Pretoria capital of South Africa 
pruh-taw-ri-uh /prr'ta:ria/ 
prevalent widespread 
prev-uh-luhnt /‘prevalent/ 
Previn, André German-American 
musician 
ah(ng)-dray prev-in /,adret ‘previn/ 
Prévost d’Exiles, Antoine-Frangois 
French novelist 
ah(ng)-twahn frah(ng)-swah 
pray-voh deg-zeel /a'twa:n fra,swa: 
prel,vau deg'zi:1/ 
Priam Greek mythological character 
pry-am /‘praram/ 
priapic relating to a phallus 
pry-ap-ik /prar'aprk/ 
Priapus Greek god of fertility 
pry-ay-puhss /prar‘erpas/ 
Pribilof Islands islands, US 
prib-il-of /‘pribiivf/ 
prie-dieu piece of furniture 
pree dyoe /pri: ‘djo/ 
primacy importance 
pry-muh-si /‘prammasi/ 
prima donna chief female opera singer 
pree-muh don-uh / pri:ma ‘dona/ 
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prima facie based on the first 
impression 
pry-muh fay-shi /,pramma 'ferfi/ 


Other pronunciations, such as fay-si-ee, are 
used; see LATIN panel. 


primarily for the most part 
pry-merr-il-i /prar'mertli/ 


Also pry-mair-il-i or pry-muh-ril-i. This 
second pronunciation is traditional BR but 
is increasingly less common. 


primate chief bishop 
pry-muht /‘prammat/ 


Sometimes also pry-mayt. 


primate mammal 
pry-mayt /‘prarmeit/ 

Primavera painting by Botticelli 
pree-muh-vair-uh / pri:mo've:ra/ 

primeval of the earliest time in history 
pry-mee-vuhl /prar'mi:val/ 

Primo de Rivera, Miguel Spanish 
statesman 
mee-gel pree-moh day riv-air-uh 
/mi:gel ,prizmoau der rr've:ra/ 
© See SPANISH panel. 

primogenitor ancestor 
pry-muh-jen-it-uhr 
/ prammea'd3enita(r)/ 

primordial existing at the beginning of 
time 
pry-mor-di-uhl /prar'mo:(r)dial/ 

Primorsky territory, Russia 
pree-mor-ski /pri:'mo:(r)ski/ 

primo uomo principal male opera 
singer 
pree-moh woh-moh /,pri:mao 
‘waomau/ 

Primus trademark portable cooking stove 
pry-muhss /'praimas/ 

primus inter pares ‘first among equals’ 
pree-muhss in-tuhr pah-rayz /,prizmoas 
AInta(r) ‘pa:reiz/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Princeton American university 
prin-stuhn /‘prinsten/ 

Principe island in the Gulf of Guinea 
pree(ng)-sip-uh /‘pri:sipa/ 

principe pl. principi prince 
prin-chip-ay, pl. prin-chip-ee 
/‘printfiper/, pl. /-pi/ 

principessa pl. principesse princess 
prin-chip-ess-uh, pl. prin-chip-ess-ay 


prima facie | proboscis 


/ printJr'pese/, pl. /-‘peser/ 

prion protein particle 
pree-on /‘pri:on/ 

Pripyat river, Ukraine and Belarus 
preep-yuht /‘pri:pjot/ 

Priscian Byzantine grammarian 
prish-i-uhn /‘prifien/ 

Priscoan geological aeon 
prisk-oh-uhn /prr'skavan/ 

PriStina city, Serbia 
preesh-tin-uh /‘pri:/tine/ 

pristine in original condition 
prist-een /'pristin/ 

prithee ‘please’ 
prith-ee /‘pridi:/ 

Prius trademark model of car which uses 
hybrid fuel 
pry-uhss /‘praras/ 


We were firmly advised of this 
pronunciation by Toyota UK. The 
pronunciation pree-uhss is common in AM. 


privacy state in which one is not 
disturbed by others 
priv-uh-si /‘privasi/ 


Also pry-vuh-si, especially in AM. 


privation state of lacking essentials 
pry-vay-shuhn /prar'verfen/ 


Prix de Rome French artistic award 
pree duh rom / pri: da 'rom/ 


prix fixe fixed price meal 
pree feeks / pri: 'fizks/ 


Prix Goncourt French literary award 
pree go(ng)-koor / pri: g5'kua(r)/ 
probity morality 
prob-bit-i /‘praubrti/ 
pro bono publico legal term; ‘for the 
public good’ 
proh boh-noh puub-lik-oh /prau 
,bauneu ‘poblikeo/ 


proboscis pl. probosces, proboscides 
mammals nose 
pruh-boss-iss, pl. pruh-boss-eez, 
pruh-boss-id-eez /pra‘bosts/, pl. /-si:z/, 
/-sidi:z/ 


Commonly also pruh-bosk-iss; see LATIN 
panel. 


procés-verbal | proprioceptive 


procés-verbal pl. procés-verbaux 
written report of proceedings 
pross-ay-vair-bal, pl. 
pross-ay-vair-boh /prv,setve:(r)'bal/, 
pl. /-'bau/ 
proclivity fondness 
pruh-kliv-it-i /pre’klrviti/ 
Procne Greek mythological character 
prok-ni /‘prokni/ 
proconsul ancient Roman governor 
proh-kon-suhl /prau'konsal/ 
Procopius Byzantine historian 
pruh-koh-pi-uhss /pre‘kaupies/ 
Procrustean enforcing uniformity 
proh-krust-i-uhn /prau'krastien/ 
Procrustes Greek mythological 
character 
proh-krust-eez /prau'krasti:z/ 
Procyon star 
proh-si-uhn /‘prausian/ 
prodigious remarkably great in size 
pruh-dij-uhss /pra‘did3as/ 
prodrome early symptom 
proh-drohm /‘praudraum/ 
profanity obscene language 
pruh-fan-it-i /pra‘faniti/ 
profiterole cream-filled pastry 
pruh-fit-uh-rohl /pra'fitaraul/ 
Profumo, John English politician 
pruh-fyoo-moh /pra'fju:mau/ 
progeniture production of offspring 
proh-jen-itch-uhr /prau'd3enitfa(r)/ 
progeny descendant 
proj-uh-ni /‘prod3ani/ 
progesterone female hormone 
pruh-jest-uh-rohn /pra'd3estaraon/ 
progestogen natural or synthetic 
hormone 
pruh-jest-uh-juhn /pra'd3ested3an/ 
prognathous having a projecting lower 
jaw 
prog-nay-thuhss /prog'nerdes/ 
prognosis p|. prognoses likely course of 
a medical condition 
prog-noh-siss, pl. prog-noh-seez 
/prog‘nausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
prohibition action of forbidding 
proh-ib-ish-uhn / praur'brfan/ 
Also proh-hib-ish-uhn. 


prokaryote single-celled organism 
prob-karr-i-oht /preu'kariaot/ 
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Prokofiev, Sergei Russian composer 
suhr-gay pruh-kof-i-ef /sa(r),ge1 
pre'kofief/ 

Prokopyevsk city, Russia 
pruh-kop-yuhfsk /pra'kopjofsk/ 

prolactin female hormone 
proh-lak-tin /prau‘laktm/ 

prolegomenon introduction to a book 
proh-luh-gom-uh-nuhn 
/,pravla'gomenan/ 

proletariat working class 
proh-luh-tair-i-at / praula'te:riat/ 

proliferate increase rapidly in number 
pruh-lif-uh-rayt /pra'lifareit/ 

prolix verbose 
proh-liks /‘prauliks/ 

Prolog computer programming language 
proh-log /‘pravlog/ 

promenade paved public walk 
prom-uh-nahd / prome'na:d/ 

AM also prom-uh-nayd. 


Prometheus Greek mythological 
character 
pruh-mee-thi-uhss /pra'mi:é1as/ 
promethium chemical element 
pruh-mee-thi-uhm /pra'mi:6iam/ 
promissory conveying a promise 
prom-iss-uh-ri /‘promisari/ 
promontory point of high land 
prom-uhn-tubh-ri /‘promentari/ 
pronaos pl. pronaoi vestibule at the 
front of a classical temple 
proh-nay-oss, pl. proh-nay-oy 
/prev'nerns/, pl. /-'netot/ 
propane flammable gas 
proh-payn /‘praupem/ 
Propertius, Sextus Roman poet 
sek-stuhss pruh-pur-shuhss /,sekstas 
prea'pa:(r)fes/ 
prophesy make a prophecy 
prof-uh-sy /‘profesar/ 
prophylactic intended to prevent 
disease 
prof-il-ak-tik / profi'laktrk/ 
propinquity closeness 
pruh-pink-wit-i /pra‘pmkwiti/ 
propitiate win favour 
pruh-pish-i-ayt /pra'prfiert/ 
proprioceptive relating to stimuli 
proh-pri-uh-sep-tiv / prauprie'septiv/ 
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propylaeum 1. propylaea entrance to a 
temple 
prop-il-ee-uhm, pl. prop-il-ee-uh 
/,propr'li:em/, pl. /-‘li:a/ 
pro rata proportional 
proh rah-tuh /,prao 'ra:ta/ 
prorogue discontinue a session 
pruh-rohg /pra'raug/ 
prosaic unpoetic 
proh-zay-ik /prav'zerk/ 
proscenium part of a theatre stage 
pruh-see-ni-uhm /pre’si:nioam/ 
prosciutto raw cured Italian ham 
pruh-shoo-toh /pra'fu:tau/ 
proselytize attempt to convert 
pross-uh-lit-yz /‘prosalitaz/ 
Proserpina Roman mythological 
character 
pruh-sur-pin-uh /pra’sa:(r)pmne/ 
She is also a character in various Italian 
operas, for which the pronunciation is 
proz-air-pin-uh. An anglicized version of 
her name, Proserpine, is pronounced 
pross-uhr-pyn. 


prosit ‘cheers’ (German) 
proh-zit /‘prauzit/ 
prosody patterns of rhythm and sound in 
poetry or speech 
pross-uh-di /‘prosadi/ 
prosopography description of people 
pross-uh-pog-ruh-fi /,prosa'pografi/ 
Prospero Shakespearean character 
pross-puh-roh /'prosparau/ 
Prost, Alain French motor-racing driver 
al-a(ng) prost /a,lé ‘prost/ 
prostaglandin compound with 
hormone-like effects 
prost-uh-glan-din /,prosta'glandin/ 
prosthesis pl. prostheses artificial body 
part 
pross-thee-siss, pl. pross-thee-seez 
/pros'9i:sis/, pl. /-si:z/ 


Sometimes also pross-thuh-siss, pl. -seez. 


protactinium chemical element 
proh-tak-tin-i-uhm /,pravtak'tiniam/ 
protean changeable 
proh-ti-uhn /‘pravtian/ 
protease enzyme 
proh-ti-ayz /‘preutreiz/ 
protégé person guided by an older and 
more experienced person 


propylaeum | Proxima Centauri 


prot-ezh-ay /‘prote3er/ 
Also proh-tuh-zhay, especially in AM. 


Proterozoic geological aeon 
proh-tuh-ruh-zoh-ik /,prautara'zeuik/ 
protestation emphatic declaration 
prot-uh-stay-shuhn /,prota'sterfan/ 
Proteus Greek god 
proh-ti-uhss /‘prauties/ 
Protista biological kingdom; also called 
Protoctista 
proh-tist-uh /prau'tista/ 
Protoctista biological kingdom; also 
called Protista 
proh-tok-tist-uh /,proutok'tista/ 
Protozoa zoological phylum 
proh-tuh-zoh-uh / prauta'zaue/ 
Proudhon, Pierre French social 
philosopher 
pyair proo-do(ng) /,pje:(r) pru:'d3/ 
Proust, Marcel French writer 
mar-sel proost /ma:(r),sel 'pru:st/ 
Prout, William English chemist 
prowt /praot/ 
proven demonstrated 
proov-uhn /‘pru:van/ 
Sometimes also proh-vuhn. The Scottish 


legal verdict ‘not proven’ is usually 
pronounced in this way. 


Provencal relating to Provence in France 
prov-ah(ng)-sahl / prova'sa:l/ 


The culinary term provengale is pronounced 
in the same way. 


Provence former province, France 
prov-ah(ng)ss /pro'vas/ 
provender animal fodder 
prov-uhn-duhr /‘provanda(r)/ 
proviso condition 
pruh-vy-zoh /pra‘vaizau/ 
provolone Italian soft smoked cheese 
prov-uh-loh-nay /,prova'laune1/ 
provost the head of certain university 
colleges 
prov-uhst /‘provast/ 


However, the word is pronounced pruh-voh 
in military contexts. 


Proxima Centauri star 
prok-sim-uh sen-taw-ry / proksima 
sen'ta:ral/ 

* See LATIN panel. 


proxime accessit | puerperal 


proxime accessit runner-up 
prok-sim-ay ak-sess-it /proksime1 
ak'sesit/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

Prozac trademark antidepressant drug 
proh-zak /‘prauzak/ 

Prudhoe Bay inlet in Alaska, US 
proo-doh /‘pru:dau/ 
However, Prudhoe in north-east England is 
pronounced prud-oh or prud-uh. 


pruritus itching of the skin 
pruu-ry-tuhss /pro'raitas/ 

prusik climbing method 
pruss-ik /‘prastk/ 

Prut (also Pruth) river, Europe 
proot /pru:t/ 

Przewalski’s horse wild Mongolian 
horse 
przhuh-val-ski /,pr3a'valski/ 

psalm sacred song 
sahm /sa:m/ 

psalmody singing of psalms 
sah-muh-di /'sa:madi/ 

psalter Book of Psalms 
sawl-tuhr /'so:lta(r)/ 

Psammead fictional character in 
E. Nesbit’s Five Children and It 
sam-i-ad /'samiad/ 

psephology statistical study of voting 
see-fol-uh-ji /si:'foled3i/ 


Commonly also sef-ol-uh-ji; the 
pronunciation we recommend was preferred 
by the psephologist we consulted. 


pseudonym fictitious name 
syoo-duh-nim /'sju:denim/ 
This and other related words are commonly 
also pronounced sood-. 


psi letter of the Greek alphabet 
psy /psat/ 
psilocybin hallucinogenic compound 
sy-loh-sy-bin / satlau'satbin/ 
psittacosis contagious disease of birds 
sit-uh-koh-siss /,stta'kausis/ 
Psmith fictional Wodehouse character 
smith /sm1@/ 
psoas large muscle 
soh-ass /‘sauas/ 
psoriasis skin disease 
suh-ry-uh-siss /sa'ratasis/ 
psyche human soul 
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sy-ki /‘satki/ 
psychopathy mental illness 
sy-kop-uh-thi /sar'kppa6i/ 
psychosis pl. psychoses severe mental 
disorder 
sy-koh-siss, pl. sy-koh-seez 
/sar'kausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 
psychosomatic caused by a mental 
factor 
sy-koh-suh-mat-ik /,satkausa'matik/ 
psychotropic relating to drugs that 
affect mental state 
sy-koh-troh-pik /sarkeu'treuptk/ 
Also sy-koh-trop-ik. 


Psy-ops manipulative tactics 
sy-ops /‘saipps/ 

Ptah ancient Egyptian god 
tah /ta:/ 

ptarmigan grouse 
tar-mig-uhn /'ta:(r)migen/ 

pteranodon dinosaur 
terr-an-uh-don /te'ranedpn/ 

pterodactyl dinosaur 
terr-uh-dak-til /,tera'daktil/ 

Ptolemaic relating to Ptolemy 
tol-uh-may-ik /,tole‘menk/ 

Ptolemy Greek astronomer and 
geographer; also the name of all the 
Macedonian rulers of Egypt 
tol-uh-mi /'tolami/ 

pubis pl. pubes bone forming the side of 
the pelvis 
pyoo-biss, pl. pyoo-beez /‘pju:bs/, pl. 
/-bi:z/ 

Puccini, Giacomo Italian composer 
jah-kuh-moh poo-chee-ni /‘dga:kamau 
pu:'tfini/ 

pudendum p1. pudenda genitals 
pyuu-den-duhm, pl. pyuu-den-duh 
/pjo'dendam/, pl. /-da/ 

pudeur sense of shame 
pyoo-dur /pju:'da:(r)/, French /pydcer/ 

Pudong airport, China 
poo-duung /,pu:'dun/ 

Puebla state, Mexico 
pway-bluh /‘pweibla/ 

Puente, Tito American bandleader 
tee-toh pwen-tay / ti:tau ‘pwenter/ 

puerile childish 
pyoor-yl /‘pjoararl/ 

puerperal relating to childbirth 
pyoo-ur-puh-ruhl / pju’a:(r)peral/ 
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Puerto Cortés port, Honduras 
pwair-toh kor-tayss / pwe:(r)tau 
ko:(r)'ters/ 

Puerto Rico island, Caribbean 
pwair-toh ree-koh / pwe:(r)tau 
‘rizkau/ 

Puget Sound inlet, US 
pyoo-juht /‘pju:d3at/ 

Pugin, Augustus English architect 
pyoo-jin /‘pju:d3m/ 

Puglia see Apulia 

pugnacious quick to argue 
pug-nay-shuhss /pag’neifas/ 

puirt-a-beul Gaelic mouth music 
poorsht uh bayl / pua(r) ft 2 'berl/ 

puissant influential 
pwee-suhnt /‘pwi:sant/ 

pukka genuine 
puk-uh /‘paka/ 

pula currency unit, Botswana 
puul-uh /‘pola/ 

pulchritude beauty 
pul-krit-yood /‘palkritju:d/ 

Pulitzer prize journalism award 
puul-it-suhr /‘pulttsa(r)/ 

Pullein-Thompson, Josephine 
English author 
puul-in /‘pulin/ 

pullulate spread rapidly 
pul-yoo-layt /‘paljuleit/ 

pulmonary relating to the lungs 
pul-muh-nub-ri /‘palmeaneri/ 

pulsar celestial object 
pul-sar /‘palsa:(r)/ 

pumice light volcanic rock 
pum-iss /‘pamis/ 

pumpernickel German rye bread 
puum-puhr-nik-uhl /‘pompa(r),ntkal/ 

punani female genitals 
poo-nah-ni /pu'na:ni/ 

Pune (also Poona) city, India 
poo-nuh /'pu:na/ 

punga (also ponga) tree fern 
pung-uh /‘pana/ 

Punic relating to ancient Carthage 
pyoo-nik /'pju:nik/ 

Punjab region of India and Pakistan 
pun-jahb /pan'd3a:b/ 

Punjabi (also Panjabi) native or 
inhabitant of Punjab 
pun-jah-bi /pan'd3a:bi/ 


Puerto Cortés | Pusan 


punt flat-bottomed boat 
punt /pant/ 

punt former currency unit, Republic of 
Ireland 
puunt /pont/ 

Punta Arenas port, Chile 
poon-tuh arr-ay-nass / pu:nta 
a'reinas/ 

Punxsutawney town, US 
punk-suh-taw-ni /panksa'to:ni/ 

pupa pl. pupae insect in immature form 
pyoo-puh, pl. pyoo-pee /‘pju:pa/, pl. 
/-pi:/ 

purblind having impaired vision 
pur-blynd /‘pa:(r)blamd/ 

Purcell, Henry English composer 
pur-suhl /‘pa:(r)sal/ 
We were advised of this pronunciation by a 
descendant of the composer. It is also 
somewhat supported by evidence from the 
ode written on his death by his 
contemporary Dryden, which includes the 
lines ‘So ceas’d the rival Crew when Purcell 
came’ and ‘The Gods are pleas'd alone with 
Purcell’s Lays’, both of which must be 
stressed on the first syllable to conform to 
the metre. 


purdah practice of screening women 
from men 
pur-duh /'pa:(r)da/ 

purée liquidize 
pyoor-ay /‘pjuare1/ 

purgatory place of suffering 
pur-guh-tuh-ri /'pa:(r)gatari/ 

puri unleavened bread 
poor-i /‘pu:ri/ 

Purim Jewish festival 
poor-im /‘puarim/ 
Sometimes also puu-reem, a pronunciation 
closer to the Hebrew. 


purlieu area surrounding a place 
pur-lyoo /‘pa:(r)lju:/ 
purslane plant 
purss-luhn /‘pa:(r)slen/ 
pursuant in accordance with 
puhr-syoo-uhnt /pa(r)'sju:ent/ 
pursuivant heraldic officer 
pur-siv-uhnt /‘pa:(r)sivent/ 
purulent containing pus 
pyoor-uul-uhnt /‘pjuerulent/ 
Pusan city, South Korea 
poo-san /,pu:'san/ 


Pusey, Edward Bouverie | pyx 


Pusey, Edward Bouverie English 
theologian 
boo-vuh-ri pyoo-zi /,bu:vari ‘pju:zi/ 

Pushkin, Aleksandr Russian writer 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr puush-kin 
/alek sa:nda(r) ‘puskm/ 

pusillanimous showing a lack of 
courage 
pyoo-si-lan-im-uhss / pju:si'lanimas/ 

Puskas, Ferenc Hungarian footballer 
ferr-ents puush-kahsh /,ferents 
‘pofka:f/ 

Putin, Vladimir Russian president 
vluh-dee-meer poo-tin /vla,di:mia(r) 
‘pu:tm/ 

putlog horizontal pole projecting from a 
wall 
put-log /'patlng/ 

putonghua standard spoken form of 
modern Chinese 
poo-tuung-hwah /pu:'tunhwa:/ 

Putrajaya federal territory, Malaysia 
puut-ruh-jy-uh /‘putra'd3ate/ 

putrescent decaying 
pyoo-tress-uhnt /pju:'tresont/ 

putsch violent attempt to overthrow a 
government 
puutch /potS/ 

puttanesca pasta sauce 
puut-uh-nesk-uh /pute'nesko/ 

putto pl. putti representation of a naked 
child 
puut-oh, pl. puut-i /‘poteu/, pl. /‘puti/ 

Putumayo region and river, Colombia 
poo-tuum-y-oh /pu:tu'marao/ 

putz stupid person 
puts /pats/ 

puy variety of green lentil 
pwee /pwi:/ 

Pwllheli town, Wales 
poohl-hel-i /pu:theli/ 

pyaemia blood poisoning 
py-ee-mi-uh /par'i:mio/ 

Pyatigorsk city, Russia 
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pyat-ig-orsk /pjati'go:(r)sk/ 
pygidium segment of an invertebrate’s 

body 

py-jid-i-uhm /par'd3idiam/ 

Also py-gid-i-uhm; see Latin panel. 


Pygmalion Greek mythological 
character; play by Shaw 
pig-may-li-uhn /pig'merlian/ 

Also a ballet by Rameau, which has the 
French pronunciation peeg-mal-yo(ng). 


Pynchon, Thomas American novelist 
pintch-uhn /‘pintSan/ 

Pyongyang capital of North Korea 
pyong-yang /,pjon'jan/ 

pyracantha shrub 
py-ruh-kan-thuh /,parra'kan@a/ 

pyramidal resembling a pyramid in 
shape 
pirr-am-id-uhl /pr'ramidel/ 

Pyramus Roman mythological character 
pirr-uh-muhss /‘prramas/ 

Pyrenees mountain range, France and 
Spain 
pirr-uh-neez /,pire‘ni:z/, French 
Cpirene} 

pyretic feverish or inducing fever 
py-ret-ik /par'retik/ 

pyrites shiny yellow mineral 
py-ry-teez /par'rarti:z/ 

pyrope deep red garnet 
py-rohp /‘parraup/ 

pytrhic won at too great a cost 
pirr-ik /‘prrtk/ 

Pyrrhus ancient king of Epirus 
pirr-uhss /'prras/ 

Pythagoras Greek philosopher 
py-thag-uh-ruhss /par'éagaras/ 

Pythia priestess of Apollo in ancient 
Greece : 
pith-i-uh /‘prdia/ 

Pyx container for consecrated bread 
piks /prks/ 
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Qabis see Gabés 

Qaeda, al- (also Qaida, al-) terrorist 
group 
uhl kah-id-uh /al ka:'1da/, [al 'qa:S1da] 


The name means ‘the Base’ in Arabic, and 
our recommendation is as close as possible 
to the Arabic pronunciation. Other 
anglicized pronunciations such as uhl 


ky-duh or uhl kah-ee-duh are often heard. 


Qaddafi, Muammar see Gaddafi 

Qahira, al- see Cairo 

Qalgilya city, West Bank 
kal-keel-yuh /kal'ki:lja/ 

qanat water channel 
kuh-naht /ka'na:t/ 

QANTAS Australian airline 
kwon-tuhss /‘kwontes/ 

qanun zither 
kah-noon /ka:'nu:n/ 

Qaradawi, Yusif al- Egyptian cleric 
yoo-suuf uhl karr-uh-dah-wi /,ju:suf 
al kare'da:wi/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

Qaraghandy city, Kazakhstan 
karr-uh-gan-di /‘kare,gandi/ 


The Russian name is Karaganda, 
pronounced karr-uh-guhn-dah. 


qat narcotic 
kaht /ka:t/ 

Qatar sheikhdom, Persian Gulf 
kut-uhr /‘Kata(r)/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

qawwali Muslim devotional music 
kuh-wah-li /ka'wa:li/ 

qi life force in Chinese medicine 
chee /tfi:/ 

qibla direction of Mecca 
kib-luh /‘kiblo/ 

qigong Chinese system of physical 
exercises 
chee-guung /tSi:'gun/ 

Qinetig trademark defence technology 
company 
kin-et-ik /ki'netrk/ 


Qingdao port, China 
ching-dow / tfrn'dav/ 
Qinghai province, China 
ching-hy /,tS1n'hat/ 
Qigihar port, China 
chich-i-har / tfitJitha:(r)/ 
Qom (also Qum or Kum) city, [ran 
kuum /kom/ 
qua in the capacity of 
kwah /kwa:/ 
Quaalude US trademark sedative drug 
kway-lood /‘kweilu:d/ 
Quadragesima first Sunday in Lent 
kwod-ruh-jess-im-uh 
/,kwodra'd3esima/ 
quadriceps thigh muscle 
kwod-riss-eps /‘kwodriseps/ 
quadrille dance 
kwod-ril /kwo'dril/ 
quadriplegia paralysis of all four limbs 
kwod-rip-lee-juh /,kwodr1'pli:d3a/ 
quadruped four-footed animal 
kwod-ruup-ed /'kwodruped/ 
quadruplet each of four children born at 
one birth 
kwod-roop-luht /kwo'dru:plat/ 
Sometimes also kwod-ruup-luht. 


quaestor Roman official 
kwee-stuhr /'kwi:sta(r)/ 

quagga extinct kind of zebra 
kwag-uh /‘kwaga/ 


quagmire bog 
kwog-my-uhr /‘kwogmata(r)/ 


Less commonly also kwag-my-uhr. 


quahog edible clam 
kwaw-hog /‘kwo:hpg/ 


quaich shallow cup (Scottish) 
kwaykh /kwerx/ 


Quai d’Orsay street in Paris 
kay dor-say /,ker do:(r)'se1/ 


quale | Quintana Roo 


quale pl. qualia perceived quality or 
property 
kway-li, pl. kway-li-uh /‘kwerli/, pl. 
/‘kwetlia/ 

qualitative relating to quality 
kwol-it-uh-tiv /‘kwolitetiv/ 

qualm uneasy feeling 
kwahm /kwa:m/ 

quango semi-public administrative body 
kwang-goh /‘kwangau/ 

Quant, Mary English fashion designer 
kwont /kwont/ 

quantitative relating to quantity 
kwon-tit-uh-tiv /‘kwontitatrv/ 

quark subatomic particle 
kwork /kwo:(r)k/ 


Commonly also kwark. Our 
recommendation is the pronunciation used 
by the physicist who coined the term. 


quark curd cheese 
kwark /kwa:(r)k/ 


Sometimes also kvark, a pronunciation 
closer to the original German. 


quartier district of a French city 
kart-yay /‘ka:(r)tje1/ 
quasar remote celestial object 
kway-zar /‘kweiza:(r)/ 
Quasimodo fictional hunchback 
kwoz-i-moh-doh / kwozi'maudeu/ 
Quatermass Experiment, The cult 
television series 
kway-tuhr-mass /kwer'ta(r)mas/ 
quaternary fourth 
kwuh-tur-nuh-ri /kwa'ta:(r)nari/ 
quatrain stanza of four lines 
kwot-rayn /‘kwotrem/ 
quatrefoil design of four leaves 
kat-ruh-foy! /‘katraforl/ 
quattrocento 15th century 
kwat-ruh-chen-toh / kwatra'tfentau/ 
Quds, al- Arabic-language newspaper 
uh! kuudz /al 'kuudz/ 
Quebec province, Canada 
kwuh-bek /kwa'bek/ 
Québécois relating to Quebec 
kay-bek-wah /ketbek'wa:/ 
Quechua ethnic group and Janguage, 
South America 
ketch-wuh /‘ketSwoa/ 
quenelle meatball 
kub-nel /ka'nel/ 
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Querétaro state, Mexico 
kerr-ay-tarr-oh /ke'rettarau/ 
querulous complaining 
kwerr-uul-uhss /‘kwerules/ 
quesadilla cheese tortilla 
kay-suh-dee-yuh / keisa'di:ja/ 
questionnaire set of questions 
kwess-chuh-nair / kwestJa'ne:(r)/ 


The older pronunciation kess-chuh-nair is 
now very rarely heard. 


Quetta city, Pakistan 
kwet-uh /‘kweta/ 
quetzal bird 
ket-suhl /’ketsal/ 
Quetzalcéatl Aztec god 
ket-suhl-koh-at-uhl / ketsalkau'atal/ 
Quezon city, Philippines 
kay-zon /‘kerzon/ 
Qufu town, China 
choo-foo /,tfu:'fu:/ 
Quiché Guatemalan ethnic group 
kee-chay /ki:'tfe1/ 
quiche flan 
keesh /ki:S/ 
quiddity essence 
kwid-it-i /‘kwiditi/ 
quid pro quo favour granted in return 
kwid proh kwoh /,kwid prav ‘kwau/ 
quiescent dormant 
kwi-ess-uhnt /kwi'esant/ 
quietus death 
kwy-ee-tuhss /kwar'i:tas/ 
quila fort 
kil-uh /‘krla/ 
Quiller-Couch, Arthur English author 
kwil-uhr kootch / kwila(r) ‘ku:tS/ 
Quimper city, France 
ka(ng)-pair /ké'pe:(r)/ 
quinine compound 
kwin-een /‘kwmi:n/ 
quinoa grain 
kee-noh-uh /‘ki:neve/ 
Quinquagesima Sunday before Lent 
kwing-kwuh-jess-im-uh 
/ kwmykwe'd3esima/ 
quinquereme Roman or Greek galley 
kwing-kwuh-reem /‘kwinkwa,ri:m/ 
Quintana Roo state, Mexico 
keen-tah-nuh roh /kim,ta:na 'rau/ 
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Quintilian Roman rhetorician 
kwin-til-i-uhn /kwin'tilion/ 
quintuplet each of five children born at 
one birth 
kwin-tyoop-luht /kwim'tju:plat/ 


Sometimes also kwin-tup-luht or 
kwin-tyuup-luht. 


Quirinal one of the seven hills of Rome 
kwirr-in-uhl /‘kwirinal/ 

Quirinale Palace offical residence of 
the Italian prime minister 
kwee-rin-ah-lay /kwi:ri'na:le1/ 

quisling collaborator 
kwiz-ling /‘kwizlin/ 

Quito capital of Ecuador 
kee-toh /‘ki:tau/ 

qui vive on the alert 
kee veev / ki: 'vi:v/ 

qui tollis peccata mundi ‘who takes 
away the sins of the world’ (Latin) 
kwee tol-iss pek-ah-tuh muun-di 
/kwi ,tolis pe,ka:ta 'mondi/ 

Quixote, Don see Don Quixote 

quixotic idealistic 
kwik-sot-ik /kw1k'sptrk/ 

Qum see Qom 

Qumran region, Jordan 
kuum-rahn /kom'ra:n/ 

quodlibet musical term 
kwod-lib-et /‘kwodlibet/ 


Quintilian | qwerty 


quod erat demonstrandum used to 
convey that a situation demonstrates the 
truth of one’s theory 
kwod err-at dem-uhn-strand-uum 
/kwod erat demen'strandum/ 

quoit ring 
koyt /koit/ 

quokka wallaby 
kwok-uh /‘kwoke/ 

quondam that once was 
kwon-dam /‘kwondam/ 

Quorn trademark vegetable protein 
kworn /kwo:(r)n/ 

quorum minimum number 
kwaw-ruhm /'kwo:ram/ 

quoth said 
kwohth /kweu6/ 

quotidian daily 
kwoh-tid-i-uhn /kweu'tidian/ 

quotient a result obtained by dividing 
one quantity by another 
kwoh-shuhnt /‘kwauSent/ 

Qur’an (also Quran) see Koran 

Qurei, Ahmed (also Qureia) 
Palestinian prime minister 
akh-muhd kuu-ray-uh /,axmad 
ku'reia/ 

qwerty standard layout on 
English-language keyboards 
kwur-ti /"kwa:(r)ti/ 
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R 


Raban, Jonathan English writer 
ray-buhn /retban/ 

Rabat capital of Morocco 
ruh-bat /ra'bat/ 

Rabaul port, Papua New Guinea 
ruh-bowl /ra'baul/ 

rabbi Jewish scholar or teacher 
rab-y /‘rabat/ 

rabbinic relating to rabbis or to Jewish 
teachings 
ruh-bin-ik /ra‘binrk/ 

Rabelais, Francois French satirist 
frah(ng)-swah rab-lay /fraswa: 
rab'ler/ 

rabid fanatical 
rab-id /‘rabid/ 

Less commonly also ray-bid. 


rabies contagious disease of mammals 
ray-beez /‘rerbi:z/ 

Rabin, Yitzhak Israeli statesman 
yits-hahk rab-een /jits,ha:k ra’bi:n/ 

rachis (also rhachis) pl. rachides stem of 
a plant 
ray-kiss, pl. ray-kid-eez /‘retkis/, pl. 
/-kidi:z/ 

Rachmaninov, Sergei Russian 
composer and pianist 
suhr-gay rakh-man-in-of /sa(r),ge1 
rax'maninof/ 

Rachmanism exploitation of tenants by 
landlords 
rak-muh-niz-uhm /‘rakmanizem/ 

Racine, Jean French dramatist 
zhah(ng) rass-een /,34 ra'si:n/ 

Rackham, Arthur English illustrator 
rak-uhm /‘rakem/ 

raclette Swiss cheese dish 
rak-let /ra’klet/ 

raconteur amusing story-teller 
rak-on-tur /,rakon'ta:(r)/ 

RADA Royal Academy of Dramatic Art 
rah-duh /'ra:da/ 

Radhakrishnan, Sarvepalli Indian 


statesman 


sur-vuh-pul-i rah-duh-krish-nuhn 
/,seXr)vapali ra:da’kriJnan/ 
radian unit of measurement of angles 
ray-di-uhn /reidian/ 
radicchio chicory 
rad-ee-ki-oh /ra'di:kiau/ 
Radice, William English translator 
rad-ee-chay /ra'di:tJe1/ 
radiometer instrument for measuring 
radiation 
ray-di-om-uh-tuhr /,rerdr'omita(r)/ 
radioscopy examination by X-rays 
ray-di-osk-uh-pi /,rerdr'pskapi/ 
Radi6 Telifis Eireann Irish 
broadcaster 
rah-di-oh tel-uh-feesh air-uhn 
/ ra:dias ,telafi:f ‘e:ran/ 
radium chemical element 
ray-di-uhm /‘retdiem/ 
radius p]. radii straight line from the 
centre to the circumference of a circle 
ray-di-uhss, pl. ray-di-y /‘rerdias/, pl. 
{-diai/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 
radix pl. radices base of a numeration 
system 
ray-diks, pl. ray-diss-eez /‘re1drks/, pl. 
/-disi:z/ 
Radnorshire former county, Wales 
rad-nuhr-shuhr /‘radna(r)fa(r)/ 
Radom city, Poland 
rad-om /‘radpm/ 
radon chemical element 
ray-don /‘reidon/ 
Raeburn, Henry Scottish portrait 
painter 
ray-burn /‘rerba:(r)n/ 
Raélian movement atheistic cult 
ry-ee-li-uhn /rari:lion/ 
Rafah town, Palestine 
raf-uh /‘rafe/ 
Raffarin, Jean-Pierre French 
statesman 
zhah(ng) pyair raf-uh-ra(ng) /3a 
pjex(r) rafe'ré/ 
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Rafsanjani, Ali Akbar Hashemi 
Tranian statesman 
al-ee ak-bar hah-shem-ee 
raf-san-jah-nee /a li: ak ba:(r) 
ha:fe,mi: rafsand3a:‘ni/ 

raga (also rag) musical mode 
rahg /ra:g/ 

ragga style of dance music 
rag-uh /‘raga/ 

ragged torn 
rag-id /‘ragid/ 

RagnarGk Norse mythological battle 
rag-nuh-rok /‘ragnarok/ 
* Established anglicization. 

ragout meat stew 
tag-oo /ra'gu:/ 

raguly heraldic term 
rag-yuul-i /‘ragjoli/ 

Ragusa city, Italy 
rag-00-2uh /ra‘gu:za/ 

ragwort plant 
rag-wurt /‘ragwa:(r)t/ 

rai style of music 
ry /rat/ 

raillery good-humoured teasing 
rayl-uh-ri /‘rerlari/ 

Raimi, Sam American film director 
ray-mi /‘rermi/ 

Rainier, Mount mountain, US 
ruh-neer /re‘nia(r)/ 

Rainier, Prince former ruler of Monaco 
rayn-yay /‘reinjet/ 

Raipur city, India 
ry-poor /ral'pua(r)/ 

raison d’étre reason for existence 
rez-o(ng) det-ruh /,rez5 'detra/ 

raita Indian yogurt dish 
ry-tuh /‘raita/ 

Raj British sovereignty in India 
rahj /ra:d3/ 

raja (also rajah) Indian king or prince 
rah-juh /‘ra:d3a/ 

Rajapakse, Manhinda president of Sri 
Lanka 
mub-hin-duh ruj-uh-puk-shuh 
/ma,hinda rad3a'pakSa/ 

Rajasthan state, India 
rah-juh-stahn /,ra:d3a'sta:n/ 

Rajkot city, India 
rahj-koht /ra:d3‘kaut/ 


Rafsanjani, Ali Akbar Hashemi | Ramallah 


Rajneesh, Bhagwan Shree Indian 


guru 
buhg-wahn shree ruhj-neesh 
/ba,gwa:n fri: rad3'ni:f/ 

Rajputana ancient region, India 
rahj-puut-ah-nuh /,ra:d3pu'ta:na/ 

Rajshahi port, Bangladesh 
rahj-shah-hi /ra:d3'Ja:hi/ 

Rajya Sabha upper house of the Indian 
parliament 
rahj-yuh sub-ah /,ra:d3ja sa'‘ba:/ 

raki alcoholic spirit 
ruh-kee /ra'ki:/ 

Rakéczy March composition by Berlioz 
rah-koht-si /‘ra:kautsi/ 

Rakosi, Matyas Hungarian statesman 
maht-yahsh rah-kosh-i /,ma:tja:f 
‘ra:kpfi/ 

Raksha Bandhan Hind1 festival 
ruk-shah bund-uhn /,rakSa: 'banden/ 

Rakvere town, Estonia 
rak-vuh-ruh /'rakvara/ 

rale rattling sound made by unhealthy 
lungs 
rahl /ra:l/ 

Raleigh city, US 
raw-li /‘ro:li/ 

Raleigh cycle manufacturers 
ral-i /‘rali/ 

Raleigh, Walter (also Ralegh) English 
explorer 
raw-li /‘ro:li/ 

Our research indicates that this is the 


correct pronunciation, although rah-li and 
ral-i are also used. 


rallentando pl. rallentandi musical 
term 
ral-uhn-tan-doh, pl. ral-uhn-tan-di 
/ ralon'tandav/, pl. /-di/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Rama Hindu god 
rah-muh /‘ra:ma/ 

Ramadan Muslim month 
ram-uh-dahn /,rama'da:n/ 
Commonly also ram-uh-dan and, outside 
Arab countries, ram-uh-zahn. 


Ramadi, al- town, Iraq 
uh-ruh-mah-di /era'ma:di/ 
« See ARABIC panel. 


Ramallah town, Palestine 
rah-mal-uh /ra:'‘male/ 


Raman, Chandrasekhara | Rarotonga 


Raman, Chandrasekhara Indian 
physicist 
chund-ruh-say-kuh-ruh rah-muhn 
/tJandra,setkera ‘ra:man/ 
Ramanujan, Srinivasa Indian 
mathematician 
srin-i-vahss rah-mah-nuuj-uhn 
/, srmiva:s ra:'ma:nud3en/ 
Ramapithecus fossil ape 
rah-muh-pith-ik-uhss /,ra:ma'p1@1kas/ 
Ramayana Sanskrit epic 
rah-mah-yun-uh /ra:'ma:jano/ 
Rambert, Marie Polish-born English 
ballet dancer and director 
rah(ng)-bair /rabe:(r)/ 
Rambouillet breed of sheep 
ram-buh-lay /‘rambalet/ 
rambutan tropical fruit 
ram-boo-tuhn /ram'bu:tan/ 
Rameau, Jean-Philippe French 
composer 
zhah(ng) fee-leep ram-oh /36 fi:,li:p 
ra‘mau/ 
ramekin small dish 
ram-ub-kin /‘ramakin/ 
ramen noodles 
rah-men /‘ra:men/ 
Rameses Egyptian pharaoh 
ram-uh-seez /‘ramasi:z/ 
Ramillies, Battle of battle in the War 
of the Spanish Succession 
ram-il-iz /‘ramiliz/, French [ramiji] 
* Established anglicization. 
Ramon y Cajal, Santiago Spanish 
physician 
sant-yah-goh ram-on ee kakh-al 
/san'tja:gau ra,mon i: ka'xal/ 
Ramsay, William Scottish chemist 
ram-zi /‘ramzi/ 
ranchera Mexican country music 
ran-chair-uh /ran'tSe:ra/ 
ranchero person who works on a ranch 
ran-chair-oh /ran'tfe:rau/ 
Ranchi city, India 
run-chi /‘rantfi/ 
Rand, Ayn Russian-born American 
writer 
yn rand /,ain ‘rand/ 
rand currency unit, South Africa 
rand /rand/, Afrikaans [rant] 
* Established anglicization. 
Randers port, Denmark 
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ran-uhrss /‘rana(r)s/ 
Randstad region, Netherlands 
runt-stuht /‘rantstat/ 
Ranelagh Gardens park in London 
ran-uh-luh /‘ranala/ 
rangatira Maori chief 
rang-uh-teer-uh /,rana'tiara/ 
rangé orderly 
rah(ng)-zhay /ra'3er/ 
Rangoon capital of Burma 
rang-goon /ran'gu:n/ 
rangy tall and slim 
rayn-ji /‘reind3i/ 
ranitidine antihistamine drug 
ruh-nit-id-een /ra’nitidi:n/ 
Ranjit Singh Indian statesman 
run-jit sing / rand3it ‘stn/ 
ranunculus pl. ranunculi plant 
ruh-nunk-yuul-uhss, 
pl. ruh-nunk-yuul-y /ra'nankjolas/, pl. 
f-lat/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Rao, P. V. Narasimha Indian 
statesman 
narr-uh-sim-huh row /nara,simha 
‘rau/ 
Raoult’s law law of physics 
rowlt /rault/ 
rapacious aggressively greedy or 
grasping 
ruh-pay-shuhss /ra'peifas/ 
Rapa Nui Easter Islands 
rap-uh noo-ee /,rapa 'nu:i:/ 
Raphael Italian painter and architect 
raf-ay-uhl /‘raferal/ 
Raphael British surname 
ray-fuhl /‘reifal/ 
raphe pl. raphae groove or ridge in body 
tissue 
ray-fi, pl. ray-fee /‘reifi/, pl. /‘rerfi:/ 
rappel abseil 
rap-el /ra'pel/ 
rapport understanding relationship 
rap-or /ra'po:(r)/ 
rapprochement resumption of 
harmonious relations 
rap-rosh-mah(ng) /ra’prosma/ 
rarefy (also rarify) make less dense or 
solid 
rair-if-y /re:rifar/ 
Rarotonga island, South Pacific 
rarr-uh-tong-guh /,rara'tonga/ 
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Ras al Khaimah member state, United 
Arab Emirates 
tahss uhl khy-muh /,ra:s al ‘xarmo/ 

rasam Indian soup 
russ-uhm /‘rasam/ 

rascasse fish used in bouillabaisse 
rask-ass /ras'kas/ 

ras malai Indian sweet dish 
russ mul-y /,ras ma‘lar/ 

Rasmussen, Anders Fogh prime 
minister of Denmark 
an-uhrss foh rass-muuss-uhn /,ana(r)s 
ifau 'rasmusan/ 

Rasputin, Grigori Russian monk 
grig-aw-ri rasp-yoo-tin /gri,go:ri 
ra'spju:tin/ 

Rastafarian follower of a Jamaican 
religious movement 
rast-uh-fair-i-uhn /rasta'fe:rien/ 


Sometimes also rast-uh-far-i-uhn. 


ratafia almond liqueur 
rat-uh-fee-uh / rata'fi:a/ 
ratamacue basic drumming pattern 
rat-uh-muh-kyoo /‘ratama,kju:/ 
Ratana Maori church 
rah-tuh-nuh /‘ra:tana/ 
rataplan drumming or beating sound 
rat-uh-plan /,rata'plan/ 
ratatouille vegetable dish 
rat-uh-too-i /,rata'tu:i/, [ratatuj] 
Rathaus p|. Rathauser German town 
hall 
raht-howss, pl. raht-hoy-zuhr 
/'ra:thaus/, pl. /‘ra:thorza(r)/ 
Rather, Dan American news 
broadcaster 
rath-uhr /‘rada(r)/ 
rathskeller beer hall in a basement 
rahts-kel-uhr /‘ra:ts,kela(r)/ 
rath yatra Hindu ceremonial procession 
rut yut-ruh /‘rat jatra/ 
ratiocinate form judgements 
rat-i-oss-in-ayt /,rati'psmert/ 
rationale logical basis 
rash-uh-nahl / rafa'na:1/ 
Ratisbon see Regensburg 
rattan palm stems 
ruh-tan /ra'tan/ 
Rattigan, Terence English dramatist 
rat-ig-uhn /‘ratigen/ 
Ratzinger, Joseph Alois Pope 


Ras al Khaimah | Rea, Chris 


Benedict XVI 
yoh-zuhf ah-loyss rat-sing-uhr / jauzef 
,a:lars 'ratsina(r)/ 
raucous making a harsh noise 
raw-kuhss /‘ro:kas/ 
Rauschenberg, Robert American 
artist 
row-shuhn-burg /‘rausanba:(r)g/ 
rauwolfia shrub 
row-wol-fi-uh /rau'wolfia/ 
rav rabbi 
rov /rov/ 
Ravel, Maurice French composer 
morr-eess rav-el /mo'ri:s ra'vel/ 
raven hunt for prey 
rav-uhn /'ravan/ 
Ravenna city, Italy 
rav-en-uh /ra'vena/ 
Ravensbriick Nazi concentration camp 
rah-vuhnss-bruek /‘ra:vansbryk/ 
ravigote (also ravigotte) mixture of 
chopped herbs and shallots 
rav-ig-ot /‘ravigpt/ 
ravioli stuffed pasta envelopes 
rav-i-oh-li /,ravi'auli/ 
Rawalpindi city, Pakistan 
rah-wuhl-pin-di /,ra:wel'pmndi/ 
Raworth, Sophie BBC journalist 
ray-wuhrth /'rerwa(r)6/ 
Ray, Man American photographer 
man ray /,man 're1/ 
Ray, Satyajit Indian film director 
sut-yuh-jit ry /satjedsit 'rar/ 
Rayleigh, John English physicist 
ray-li /rerli/ 
Raynaud’s disease medical condition 
ray-nohz /‘reinauz/ 
rayonnant French style of Gothic 
architecture 
ray-on-ah(ng) /,re1jo'na/ 
Razzall, Tim English politician 
raz-uhl /‘razal/ 
razzia hostile raid 
raz-i-uh /‘razia/ 
re in the matter of 
ray /ret/ 
Commonly also ree; see LATIN panel. 


Rea, Chris English singer 
ree-uh /ri:a/ 


Reading | refulgent 


This British surname can also be 
pronounced ray or ree, depending on 
individual preference. 


Reading town, England 
red-ing /'rediy/ 
Reagan, Ronald American statesman 
ray-guhn /‘reigan/ 
reagent substance for use in chemical 
reactions 
ri-ay-juhnt /ri‘erdzant/ 
real currency unit, Brazil 
ray-al /rer'al/ 
Real Madrid Spanish football team 
ray-al muh-drid /ret,al ma‘drid/ 
* Established anglicization; see MADRID. 
realpolitik system of politics based on 
practical considerations 
ray-al-pol-it-eek /rer'alppli,ti:k/ 
realtor estate agent 
ree-uhl-tuhr /‘rizalta(r)/ 
Réaumur scale obsolete temperature 
scale 
ray-oh-myoor /'retau,mjua(r)/ 
rebab musical instrument 
ruh-bahb /ra'ba:b/ 
rebbetzin (also rebbitzin) wife of a 
rabbi 
reb-it-sin /‘rebrtsm/ 
rebec (also rebeck) medieval musical 
instrument 
ree-bek /‘ri:bek/ 


Less commonly also reb-ek. 


reblochon soft French cheese 
ruh-blosh-o(ng) /‘rablv's3/ 
rebozo Mexican shawl 
reb-oh-soh /re'beusau/ 
rebus puzzle 
ree-buhss /‘ri:bas/ 
recce reconnaissance mission 
rek-i /‘reki/ 
Rechabite biblical family 
rek-uh-byt /'rekabatt/ 
réchauffé dish of warmed-up food 
ray-shoh-fay /re1fav'fer/ 
recherché rare or exotic 
ruh-shair-shay /ra'Se:(r) fer/ 
recidivist convicted criminal who 
reotfends 
ruh-sid-iv-ist /ri'sidivist/ 
Recife port, Brazil 
ruh-see-fi /ra'si:fi/ 
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reciprocity exchanging things with 
others for mutual benefit 
ress-ip-ross-it-i / resi'prositi/ 
recitative musical declamation 
ress-it-uh-teev / resita'ti:v/ 
Recklinghausen city, Germany 
rek-ling-how-zuhn /,reklm'haozen/ 
recluse solitary person 
ruh-klooss /ra‘klu:s/ 
recognizant (also recognisant) 
conscious of something 
ruh-kog-niz-uhnt /ro'kpgnizent/ 
recollect remember 
rek-uh-lekt /,reko'lekt/ 
recondite little known 
rek-uhn-dyt /‘rekendait/ 


Commonly also ruh-kon-dyt. 


reconnaissance military observation 
ruh-kon-iss-uhnss /ra'konisans/ 

reconnoitre make a military 
observation 
rek-uh-noy-tuhr /,reka'norta(r)/ 

rectrices sing. rectrix feathers in a bird’s 
tail 
rek-triss-eez, sing. rek-triks 
/‘rektrisi:z/, sing. /-triks/ 

recusant person who refuses to submit 
to authority 
rek-yuuz-uhnt /‘rekjozont/ 

redan embankment forming part of a 
fortification 
ruh-dan /ra'dan/ 

redingote woman’s long coat 
red-ing-goht /‘redingaut/ 

redolent reminiscent of 
red-uh-luhnt /'redelent/ 

Redon, Odilon French artist 
od-il-o(ng) ruh-do(ng) /od1'ld ra‘d3/ 

reductio ad absurdum method of 
proving the falsity of a premise 
ruh-duk-ti-oh ad ab-sur-duhm 
/r1,daktioo ad ab'sa:(r)dem/ 

redux brought back 
ree-duks /‘ri:daks/ 

reebok see rhebok 

Reeves, Keanu American actor 
ki-ah-noo /ki'amu:/ 

reflet lustre or iridescence 
ruh-flay /ra'fler/ 

refulgent shining very brightly 
ruh-ful-juhnt /ra'faldzent/ 
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refusenik Jew refused permission to 
emigrate to Israel 
ruhf-yooz-nik /ra‘fju:znik/ 
regalia emblems of royalty 
ruh-gay-li-uh /ra‘getlia/ 
Regensburg city, Germany 
ray-guhnz-burg /‘rerganzba:(r)g/, 
C're:gansburk ] 


Established anglicization. An older name for 
the city is Ratisbon, pronounced rat-iz-bon. 


Reger, Janet English lingerie designer 
ray-guhr /‘reiga(r)/ 

reggae musical style 
reg-ay /'reger/ 

Reggio di Calabria port, Italy 
rej-oh di kal-ab-ri-uh /,red3au di 
ka'labria/ 

regime government 
ray-zheem /re1'3i:m/ 

regimen prescribed course of treatment 
rej-im-uhn /‘red3mman/ 

Regina city, Canada; also reigning queen 
ruh-jy-nuh /ra'd3aino/ 

Regiomontanus, Johannes German 
astronomer and mathematician 
yoh-han-uhss 
reg-yoh-mon-tah-nuuss /jau,hanas 
,regjoumon'ta:nus/ 

regisseur theatrical producer 
rezh-iss-oer / re3r'sce:(r)/ 

Regius professor holder of a university 
chair 
ree-juhss /‘ri:d3as/ 

regnal of a reign or monarch 
reg-nuhl /‘regnal/ 

Rego, Paula Portuguese painter 
pow-luh ray-goo /,pavla 'rergu:/ 

Regulus star 
reg-yuul-uhss /‘regjulas/ 

Rehnquist, William American judge 
renk-wist /‘renkwist/ 

Rehoboam king of ancient Israel 
ree-uh-boh-uhm /,ri:a'bavem/ 

Reich former German state 
rykh /ratc/ 

Reichstag German parliament 
rykhss-tahk /‘raics,ta:k/ 

reify make something more real 
ree-if-y /'ri:fa1/ 
Commonly also ray-if-y. 


reiki healing technique 


refusenik | remuda 


ray-ki /‘retki/ 

Reims (also Rheims) city, France 
reemz /ri:mz/, [rés] 

* Established anglicization. 

Reinhardt, Django Belgian jazz 
guitarist 
jang-goh ryn-hart /,djangeu 
‘rainha:(r)t/ 

reishi mushroom 
ray-ee-shi /‘reti:fi/ 

Reiter’s syndrome medical condition 
ryt-uhr /‘raita(r)/ 

reive plunder 
reev /ri:v/ 

rejuvenescence renewal of youth 
ruh-joo-vuh-ness-uhnss 
/ra,d3u:va'nesans/ 

relativism philosophical doctrine 
rel-uh-tiv-iz-uhm /‘relativizem/ 

relevé ballet movement 
ruh-luh-vay /,rala‘ver/ 

reliquary container for holy relics 
rel-ik-wuh-ri /‘relikwari/ 

Remagen city, Germany 
ray-mah-guhn /‘reima:gan/ 

Remarque, Erich Maria 
German-born American novelist 
ay-rikh muh-ree-uh ruh-mark /,eiri¢ 
ma,ri:a ra’ma:(r)k/ 

Rembrandt Dutch painter 
rem-brant /‘rembrant/ 

REME Royal Electrical and Mechanical 
Engineers 
ree-mi /‘ri:mi/ 

Remi, Georges Belgian cartoonist 
zhorzh ray-mee /,39:(r)3 rer'mi:/ 

remiges sing. remex flight feathers 
rem-ij-eez, sing. ree-meks /‘rem1d3i:2/, 
sing. /‘ri:zmeks/ 

remit area of activity 
ree-mit /‘ri:mit/ 

Remonstrant brotherhood Dutch 
religious society 
ruh-mon-struhnt /ra'‘monstrant/ 

remonstrate make protest 
rem-uhn-strayt /‘remanstrert/ 

remora fish 
rem-uh-ruh /‘remara/ 
remoulade egg dressing 
rem-oo-lahd /‘remula:d/ 
remuda herd of horses 
ruh-moo-duh /ra‘mu:da/ 


remunerate | resolute 


remunerate pay 
ruhm-yoo-nuh-rayt /ra'‘mju:nereit/ 
Remus Roman mythological character 
ree-muhss /‘ri:mas/ 
Remy Martin trademark brand of cognac 
rem-i mar-ta(ng) /,remi ma:(r)'té/ 
Renaissance European art revival 
ruh-nay-suhnss /ra‘neisans/ 
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This British surname can also be 
pronounced ren-ik, according to individual 
preference. 


reparable possible to rectify 
rep-uh-ruh-buhl /‘reperabal/ 

repartee witty conversation 
rep-ar-tee / repa:(r)'ti:/ 
Commonly also rep-ar-tay. 


Less commonly also ruh-ness-ah(ng)ss or, 
in AM, ren-uh-sahnss. 


renal relating to the kidneys 
ree-nuhl /‘ri:nal/ 

Renan, Ernest French historian and 
philosopher 
air-nest ruh-nah(ng) /e:(r) nest ra'na/ 

Renault French car manufacturers 
ren-oh /‘renau/ 

Rendell, Ruth English writer 
ren-duhl /‘rendal/ 

rendezvous pl. rendezvouses meeting 
ron-day-voo, pl. ron-day-vooz 
/‘rondervu:/, pl. /‘rondetvu:z/ 

rendzina fertile soil 
rend-zee-nuh /rend'zi:na/ 

renege go back on a promise 
ruh-nayg /ra‘neig/ 

RENFE Spanish railway system 
ren-fay /‘renfe1/ 

Renfrewshire county, Scotland 
ren-froo-shuhr /‘renfru:fa(r)/ 

renga Japanese poem 
reng-guh /‘renge/ 

Rennes city, France 
ren /ren/ 

rennet used in making cheese 
ren-it /‘renit/ 

Reno city, US 
ree-noh /‘ri:nau/ 

Renoir, Jean French film director 
zhah(ng) ruhn-war /,34 ra'nwa:(r)/ 

Renoir, Auguste French painter 
oh-guest ruhn-war /au,gyst 
ra'nwa:(r)/ 

renosterbos shrub 
ren-ost-uhr-boss /re'npsta(r)bps/ 

rentier person living on income from 
property 
ro(ng)-ti-ay /‘rdtiet/ 

Renwick, David English comedy writer 
ren-wick /‘renwik/ 


repéchage contest for runners-up 
rep-esh-ahzh /repe'fa:3/ 
repertoire stock of performances 
rep-uhr-twar /‘repa(r)twa:(r)/ 
repertory performance of various plays 
by a company 
rep-uhr-tuh-ri /‘repa(r)teri/ 
répétiteur ballet or music tutor 
rep-et-it-ur /re,peti'ta:(r)/ 
reportage reporting of news 
rep-or-tahzh /,repo:(r)'ta:3/ 
reposado aged tequila 
rep-oss-ah-doh /,repp'sa:dau/ 
repoussé hammered into relief 
ruh-poo-say /ra'pu:ser/ 
reprise repeated passage in music 
ruh-preez /ra'pri:z/ 
reprobate unprincipled person 
rep-ruh-bayt /‘reprabeit/ 
requiem Mass for the dead 
rek-wi-em /'rekwiem/ 
requiescat prayer for the repose of a 
dead person 
rek-wi-esk-at /,rekwi'eskat/ 
requinto small guitar 
rek-in-toh /re'kinteu/ 
reredos ornamental screen behind an 
altar 
reer-doss /'ria(r)dps/ 
research investigation 
ruh-surtch /ra'sa:(r)tS/ 
Commonly also ree-surtch, especially in 
AM. 


réseau network or grid 
ray-zoh /rer'zau/ 

res gestae events which relate to a 
particular case 
rayz gest-y /reiz 'gestal/ 

Resnais, Alain French film director 
al-a(ng) ruh-nay /a,lé ra'net/ 

resolute admirably purposeful 
rez-uh-loot /‘rezalu:t/ 
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resource stock of assets 
ruh-zorss /ra'zo:(r)s/ 


Commonly also ree-sorss, especially in AM. 


Respighi, Ottorino Italian composer 
ot-uh-ree-noh resp-ee-gi /nta,ri:nau 
re'spi:gi/ 

respiratory relating to respiration 
ruh-spirr-uh-tuh-ri /ra'spiratari/ 


Less commonly also resp-uh-ruh-tri. 


respite rest from something difficult 
resp-yt /‘respait/ 


Less commonly also resp-it. 


res publica state or republic 
rayz puub-lik-uh / rerz '‘publika/ 

restaurant eating-house 
rest-uh-ront /‘resteront/ 


Commonly also rest-ruhnt or 
rest-uh-ro(ng). 


restaurateur person who owns a 
restaurant 
rest-uh-ruh-tur / restara'ta:(r)/ 
Restormel castle, England 
ruh-stor-muhl /ra'sto:(r)mal/ 
résumé summary 
rez-yuum-ay /‘rezjomet/ 
retable decorated panels above and 
behind an altar 
ruh-tay-buhl /ra'terbal/ 


Less commonly also ree-tay-buhl. 


rete pi. retia network of blood vessels or 
nerve cells 
ree-ti, pl. ree-ti-uh /‘ri:ti/, pl. /-tia/ 
Rethymnon port, Crete 
reth-im-non /‘re61mnon/ 
Reti chess gambit 
ray-ti /rerti/ 
retiarius pl. retiarii Roman gladiator 
who used a net 
ret-i-ar-i-uhss, pl. ret-i-ar-i-y 
/ reti‘a:rias/, pl. /-riat/ 
* See LATIN panel. 
reticule small handbag 
ret-ik-yoo! /‘retikju:l/ 
reticuloendothelial physiological 
system 
ruh-tik-yuul-oh-end-oh-thee-li-uhl 
/ra,tikjolavendau ‘éi:lial/ 
reticulum p1. reticula fine network 
ruh-tik-yuul-uhm, pl. ruh-tik-yuul-uh 


resource | Reykjavik 


fra'tikjulem/, pl. /-le/ 

retina pl. retinae part of the eye 
ret-in-uh, pl. ret-in-ee /‘retina/, pl. 
/-nis/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
retinitis pigmentosa eye disease 

ret-in-y-tiss pig-men-toh-suh 

/retinaitis ,pigmen'tausa/ 

retinue group of advisers 
ret-in-yoo /‘retinju:/ 

retiré ballet step 
ruh-teer-ay /ra‘tiare1/ 

retrochoir area of a cathedral behind 
the altar 
ret-roh-kwy-uhr /‘retrau,kwata(r)/ 

retroussé turned-up (nose) 
ruh-troo-say /ra'tru:set/ 

retsina Greek wine flavoured with resin 
ret-see-nuh /ret'si:na/ 

Reuben biblical character 
roo-buhn /‘ru:ben/ 

Réunion island, Indian Ocean 
ree-yoon-yuhn /ri:'ju:njan/, French 
[reynj3] 

Established anglicization. 

Reuters international news agency 
roy-tuhrz /‘rarta(r)z/ 

reveille signal sounded to wake soldiers 
ruh-val-i /ra'vali/ 

AM is rev-uh-li. 


revelatory revealing something hitherto 
unknown 
rev-uh-lay-tuh-ri /,reve'lettari/ 


Less commonly also rev-uh-luh-tuh-ri. 


Revere, Paul American patriot 
ruh-veer /ra'via(r)/ 

reverie dream 
rev-uh-ri /‘revari/ 

revers turned-back edge of a garment 
ruh-veer /ra'via(r)/ 

revetment retaining wall 
ruh-vet-muhnt /ra'vetment/ 

revue light theatrical entertainment 
ruh-vyoo /ra'vju:/ 

rewarewa New Zealand tree 
ray-wuh-ray-wuh /‘re1wa,rerwa/ 

Reye’s syndrome metabolic disorder 
ryz /'ratz/ 
Sometimes also rayz. 


Reykjavik capital of Iceland 
rayk-yuh-veek /‘retkjavi:k/ 


Reynard | Rhymney 


Reynard name for a fox 
ren-ard /‘rena:(r)d/ 

Reynolds, Albert Irish statesman 
ren-uhldz /‘renaldz/ 

Reynolds, Joshua English painter 
ren-uhldz /‘renaldz/ 

rhabdomancy dowsing with a rod 
rab-duh-man-si /‘rabda,mansi/ 

rhachis see rachis 

Rhadamanthus Greek mythological 
character 
rad-uh-man-thuhss /,rade'manéas/ 

Rhaeto-Romanic Romance dialects 
ree-toh roh-man-ik /ri:tau 
rau'manik/ 

rhapsodic ecstatic 
rap-sod-ik /rap'spdik/ 

rhatany astringent substance 
rat-uh-ni /‘ratani/ 

Rhea Greek mythological character 
ree-uh /‘ri:a/ 

thea flightless bird 
ree-uh /‘ri:a/ 

rhebok (also reebok) antelope 
ree-bok /‘ri:bok/ 

Rheinss see Reims 

Rhein see Rhine 

Rheinland-Pfalz see 
Rhineland-Palatinate 

Rhenish of the Rhine 
ren-ish /‘rentS/ 

rhenium chemical element 
ree-ni-uhm /‘ri:zniam/ 

rheostat electrical instrument 
ree-uh-stat /‘ri:astat/ 

rhesus baby infant suffering from 
haemolytic disease 
ree-suhss /‘ri:sas/ 

rhetoric art of effective speaking 
ret-uh-rik /‘retartk/ 

rheum watery fluid 
room /ru:m/ 

rheumatoid relating to rheumatism 
roo-muh-toyd /'ru:mataid/ 

Rhiannon Welsh girl’s name 
ri-an-uhn /ri'anan/ 

Rhine river, Europe 
ryn /ram/ 


The German name Rhein is also 
pronounced ryn, and the French name Rhin 
is pronounced ra(ng). 


328 


Rhineland-Palatinate state, Germany 
ryn-land pub-lat-in-uht /,ramland 
pa'latinat/ 


The German name is Rheinland-Pfalz, 
pronounced ryn-lant pfalts. 


rhinitis inflammation of the nose 
ry-ny-tiss /rarnaitis/ 

rhinoplasty plastic surgery on the nose 
ry-noh-plast-i /‘ramnau,plasti/ 

rhizome horizontal underground stem 
ry-zohm /‘raizaum/ 

rho letter of the Greek alphabet 
roh /rau/ 

Rhodes island, Greece 
rohdz /raudz/ 


The Greek name is Rédhos, pronounced 
roh-thoss. 


Rhodesia former country, Africa 
roh-dee-zi-uh /rav‘di:zia/ 

rhodium chemical element 
roh-di-uhm /‘raudiam/ 

rhododendron shrub 
roh-duh-den-druhn /, rauda'dendron/ 

Rhodope Mountains mountain 
system, Europe 
rod-uh-pi /‘rodapi/ 

Rhodri Welsh boy’s name 
rod-ri /‘rodri/ 

rhomboideus pl. rhomboidei back 
muscle 
rom-boy-di-uhss, p!. rom-boy-di-y 
/rom'boidias/, pl. /-diat/ 

rhombus pl. rhombi quadrilatera! 
rom-buhss, pl. rom-by /‘rombas/, pl. 
/-bat/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 

Rhondda district, Wales 
ron-thuh /‘ronda/ 

Rhone river, Europe 
rohn /raon/ 

rhotic denoting a variety of English in 
which r is pronounced after vowels 
roh-tik /‘rautik/ 

Rhuddlan town and castle, Wales 
rith-lan /‘r1dlan/ 

Rhum (also Rum) island, Scotland 
/ram/ 

rhumba see rumba 

Rhymney town, Wales 
rum-ni /‘ramni/ 
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Rhys, Jean Dominican-born British 
writer 
reess /ri:s/ 

rhythm repeated pattern 
rith-uhm /‘ridem/ 

rial (also riyal) currency unit, Iran and 
Oman 
ree-ahl /'ri:a:1/ 

Rialto island in Venice 
ri-al-toh /ri‘altau/ 

ribald rude or irreverent 
rib-uhld /‘ribald/ 

Ribbentrop, Joachim von German 
Nazi politician 
yoh-uh-khim fon rib-uhn-trop 
/javexmm fon 'ribentrop/ 

Ribera, José de Spanish painter 
khoss-ay day rib-air-uh /xp,se1 der 
ri'be:ra/ 

riboflavin vitamin 
ry-boh-flay-vin /,rarbeu'flervin/ 

ribonucleic acid chemical substance 
ry-boh-nyoo-klay-ik 
/ rarbaonju:’kleirk/ 

Ricardian relating to Richard I, II, or HI 
rik-ar-di-uhn /r1'ka:(r)dien/ 

Ricci tensor set of components in 
physics 
ree-chi /'ri:tfi/ 

Rice, Condoleeza American 
stateswoman 
kon-duh-lee-zuh /konde'li:za/ 

ricercar (also ricercare) musical 
composition 
ree-chuhr-kar, ree-chuhr-kar-ay 
/ vi:tfacr)'ka:(r)/, /,ri:tSacr)'ka:rer/ 

Richelieu, Cardinal French statesman 
reesh-uh-lyoe /ri:fa'ljo/ 

Richler, Mordecai Canadian writer 
mor-duh-ky ritch-luhr /,mo-(r)dakar 
‘ritfla(r)/ 

Richter, Karl German conductor and 
organist 
karl rikh-tuhr / ka:(r)] 'ricta(r)/ 

Richter scale scale for measuring 
earthquakes 
rik-tuhr /‘rikta(r)/ 

Richthofen, Manfred von German 
fighter pilot 
man-frayt fon rikht-hoh-fuhn 
/ manfreit fon ‘ri¢t,heofen/ 

ricin toxic substance 


Rhys, Jean | Rig Veda 


ry-sin /‘raisin/ 

ricochet rebound off a surface 
rik-uh-shay /‘rikeSer/ 
Less commonly also rik-uh-shet. 


Ricoh office equipment manufacturer 
ree-koh /‘ri:kau/ 

ricotta soft white cheese 
rik-ot-uh /r1'kota/ 

Riddell British surname 
rid-uhl, rid-el /‘r1del/, /rr'del/ 

Rie, Lucie Austrian-born British potter 
loo-si ree /lu:si ‘ri:/ 

Riefenstahl, Leni German film-maker 
lay-ni ree-fuhn-shtahl /lemi 
‘ri:fen,fta:l/ 

Riel, Louis Canadian political leader 
lwee ri-el /lwi: ri'el/ 

riel currency unit, Cambodia 
ri-el /ri'el/ 

Riemann, Bernhard German 
mathematician 
bairn-hart ree-man /,be:(r)nha:(r)t 
‘ri:man/ 

Riesling wine grape 
reess-ling /'ri:slin/ 

Rievaulx village and abbey, England 
ree-voh /'ri:vau/ 

An older anglicized pronunciation, riv-uhrz, 


is also possible, but increasingly less 
common. 


rifampicin antibiotic 
rif-amp-iss-in /ri'famprsin/ 
Riga port, Latvia 
ree-guh /‘ri:ga/ 
rigatoni pasta 
rig-uh-toh-ni /,riga'tauni/ 
Rigel star 
ry-guhl /‘rargal/ 
righteous morally justifiable 
ry-chuhss /‘rartfas/ 
rigmarole lengthy and complicated 
procedure 
tig-muh-rohl /‘rigmaraul/ 
Rigoletto opera by Verdi 
rig-uh-let-oh /rige'letau/ 
rigor mortis stiffening of the body after 
death 
rig-uhr mor-tiss / riga(r) '‘ma:(r)tis/ 
Rig Veda Hindu text 
rig vay-duh /,rig 'verda/ 


Rijeka | ritenuto 


Rijeka port, Croatia 
ree-yek-uh /ri:'jeka/ 


The Italian name is Fiume, pronounced 
100-May. 


Rijksmuseum art gallery, Amsterdam 
ryks-mue-zay-uhm /‘rarksmy,zeram/ 

rijsttafel rice meal 
ryst-tah-fuhl /‘raist,ta:fol/ 

Rikers Island jail, New York 
ry-kuhrz /‘rarka(r)z/ 

rikishi sumo wrestler 
rik-ish-i /rrkiJi/ 

Rila Mountains mountains, Bulgaria 
ree-luh /‘ri:la/ 

Rilke, Rainer Maria Austrian poet 
ry-nuhr muh-ree-uh ril-kuh /,rama(r) 
marisa 'rilka/ 

rillettes paté 
ree-yet /'ri:jet/ 

Rimbaud, Arthur French poet 
ar-tuer ra(ng)-boh /a:(r),ty:(r) ré'bau/ 

Rimet, Jules former president of FIFA 
zhuel ree-may /,3y] ri:'met/ 

Rimini port, Italy 
rim-in-i /‘rimmi/ 

rimonabant weight-loss drug 
rim-on-uh-bant /rt'mpnebant/ 

Rimsky-Korsakov, Nikolai Russian 
composer 
nik-uh-ly rim-ski kor-suh-kof /ntka,lar 
wrimski 'ka:(r)sakof/ 

rimy covered with frost 
ry-mi /‘rarmi/ 

Rincewind fictional character in Terry 
Pratchett's Discworld 
rinss-wind /‘rmswind/ 

rinderpest disease of ruminants 
rin-duhr-pest /‘rinda(r)pest/ 

ringgit currency unit, Malaysia 
ring-git /‘ringit/ 

rinkhals (also ringhals) cobra 
rink-halss /‘rmkhals/ 

Rinpoche Buddhist religious teacher 
rin-poh-chay /‘rmpautfe1/ 

Rio Branco city, Brazil 
ree-oo brank-oo /,ri:u: ‘branku:/ 

Rio de Janeiro port and state, Brazil 
ree-oh duh juh-neer-oh /,ri:av da 
d3a'ntarau/, Portuguese [ri:u d3i 
3a'neiru} 

*® Established anglicization. 
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Rio de la Plata see Plate, River 

Rio de Oro region, Africa 
ree-oh day aw-roh /,ri:ao der ‘a:rau/ 

Rio Grande river, US and Mexico 
ree-oh grand /,ri:ao ‘grand/, Spanish 
Lrio ‘grande] 

Rio Grande do Norte state, Brazil 
ree-oo grand-i doo nor-ti /,ri:u: 
grandi du: 'no:(r)ti/ 

Rio Grande do Sul state, Brazil 
ree-oo grand-i doo sool /,ri:u: ,grandi 
du: ‘su:l/ 

Rioja Spanish wine 
ti-okh-uh /ri'pxa/ 

Rio Muni region, Equatorial Guinea 
ree-oh moo-ni /,ri:au ‘mu:ni/ 

Rio Negro river, South America 
ree-oh nay-groh / ri:au ‘neigrau/ 

ripieno pl. ripieni musical term 
rip-i-ay-noh, pl. rip-i-ay-ni 
/ rpi'emav/, pl. /-ni/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Ripon town, England 
rip-uhn /‘ripan/ 

rishi Hindu sage 
rish-i /‘rifi/ 

risible provoking laughter 
riz-ib-uhl /‘rizibel/ 

Risley prison, England 
riz-li /‘rizli/ 

Risgr city, Norway 
ree-soer /‘ri:sce:(r)/ 

Risorgimento Italian unification 
movement 
riss-or-jim-en-toh /ri,so:(r)d3r'mentau/ 

risotto Italian rice dish 
riz-ot-oh /ri'zotau/ 

risqué slightly indecent 
risk-ay /ri'ske1/ 

ristorante pl. ristoranti Italian 
restaurant 
rist-orr-an-tay, pl. rist-orr-an-ti 
/,risto'rantet/, pl. /-ti/ 

Ritalin trademark drug 
rit-uh-lin /rrtalin/ 

ritardando 1. ritardandi musical term 
rit-ar-dan-doh, pl. rit-ar-dan-di 
/ rita:(r)'dandaov/, pl. /-di/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 

ritenuto pl. ritenuti musical term 
rit-en-oo-toh, pl. rit-en-oo-ti 
/,rite'nu:tav/, pl. /-ti/ 
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* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Rivera, Diego Mexican painter 
dyay-goh riv-air-uh /,djergau ri've:ra/ 
riviera coastal region 
riv-i-air-uh / rivi'e:ra/ 
riviére necklace of gems 
riv-i-air / rivi'e:(r)/ 
Rivne city, Ukraine 
riv-nuh /‘rivne/ 
Riyadh capital of Saudi Arabia 
ree-yahd /ri:'ja:d/ 
riyal see rial 
Roaccutane trademark hair-loss drug 
roh-ak-yuut-ayn /rav'akjotem/ 
Roanoke town, US 
roh-uh-nohk /‘ravanauk/ 
robata charcoal grill 
rob-ah-tuh /rv'ba:ta/ 
Robbe-Grillet, Alain French novelist 
al-a(ng) rob gree-yay /a,lé rvb 
gri:'jer/ 
Robben Island island, South Africa 
rob-uhn /'‘roban/ 
Robert, Paul French lexicographer 
pol rob-air /,pol ro'be:(r)/ 
Robeson, Paul American singer 
rohb-suhn /‘raubsan/ 
Robespierre, Maximilien de French 
revolutionary 
mak-sim-il-ya(ng) duh rohbz-pyair 
/maksim1'ljé da ‘raubzpje:(r)/ 
Robinson Crusoe novel by Daniel 
Defoe 
kroo-soh /'kru:sau/ 
rocaille ornamental style 
roh-ky /rao'kar/ 
Rocamadour village, France 
rok-am-ad-oor /rokama‘dua(r)/ 
Rocha, John English fashion designer 
rosh-uh /‘rofa/ 
Roche Swiss pharmaceutical firm 
rosh /rpJ/ 
Roche, Barbara English politician 
rohtch /reotS/ 
Roche limit astronomical term 
rohsh /rauS/ 
roche moutonnée rock shaped by 
glacial erosion 
rosh moo-ton-ay /,rof mu:'tonet/ 
Rochefort name of several places in 
France and Belgium 


Rivera, Diego | Roeselare 


rosh-for /rpS'fo:(r)/ 
Rochester town, England 
rotch-uh-stuhr /‘rotSasta(r)/ 


Rochester, Earl of English poet 
rotch-uh-stuhr /‘rotJaste(r)/ 


rochet surplice 
rotch-uht /'rotSat/ 
Rockefeller, John D. American 
industrialist 
rok-uh-fel-uhr /'rokafela(r)/ 
rococo ornamental style 
ruh-koh-koh /ra'koukau/ 
Roddenberry, Gene American 
television producer 
rod-uhn-berr-i /‘roden beri/ 
Roden, Claudia Egyptian-born cookery 
writer 
klaw-di-uh roh-duhn / klo:dia 
‘raudon/ 
rodeo cowboy exhibition 
roh-di-oh /‘raudiau/ 
Less commonly also roh-day-oh. This latter 
pronunciation is also appropriate for the 


ballet by Copland, and for Rodeo Drive in 
Beverley Hills. 


Rédhos see Rhodes 

Rodin, Auguste French sculptor 
oh-guest roh-da(ng) /au,gyst rau'dé/ 

Red-Larsen, Terje Norwegian 
diplomat 
tair-yuh roed lar-shuhn /,te:(r)ja reid 
‘la:(r)fan/, [,tzerja ,re:d ‘la:gon] 

rodomontade boastful talk 
rod-oh-mon-tayd /,rodaumopn'terd/ 

Rodrigo, Joaquin Spanish composer 
khoh-ak-een rod-ree-goh /xoua,kin 
ro'dri:gau/, [xoa,kin ro'ériyo] 

Rodriguez Zapatero, José Luis see 
Zapatero, José Luis Rodriguez 

Roeg, Nicolas English film director 
tohg /raug/ 

roentgen unit of ionizing radiation 
ront-guhn /‘rontgan/ 


Commonly also runt-juhn; both are 
established anglicizations. See RONTGEN, 
WILHELM, after whom the unit is named, for 
the German pronunciation. 


Roeselare town, Belgium 
roo-suh-lar-uh /‘ru:sala:ra/, Flemish 
['ru:sala:re] 


rogan josh | rondeau 


Established anglicization. The French name 
is Roulers, pronounced roo-lair. 


rogan josh indian dish 
roh-guhn johsh /,raugan 'd3auS/ 

Roget, Peter Mark English scholar 
rozh-ay /‘ro3zer/ 

Rogge, Jacques Belgian president of 
the International Olympic Committee 
zhahk rokh-uh /,3a:k 'rpxa/ 


This is his own pronunciation of this 
Flemish surname. French speakers tend to 
pronounce this name rog. 


Rohan fictional place in The Lord of the 
Rings 
roh-han /'ravhan/ 
Rohmer, Eric French film director 
err-eek rom-air /e,ri:k ro'me:(r)/ 
Roh Moo-hyun president of South 
Korea 
noh moo hyun /, naomu:'hjan/ 
Rohypnol trademark sedative drug 
roh-hip-nol /rau'hipnol/ 
Roisin Irish girl’s name 
rosh-een /ro'fi:n/ 
Roissy airport in Paris 
rwah-see /rwa:'si/ 
Roland Garros see Garros, Roland 
Rolland, Romain French novelist 
rom-a(ng) rol-ah(ng) /rp,mé rv'la/ 
Rolodex trademark card index 
roh-luh-deks /‘rauledeks/ 
romaine cos lettuce 
roh-mayn /rau'mein/ 
romaji spelling system used to 
transliterate Japanese 
roh-muh-ji /‘rasmad3i/ 
roman-a-clef coded novel 
roh-mah(ng) ah klay /rau,ma a: 'klet/ 
Roman de la rose French medieval 
poem 
roh-mah(ng) duh lah rohz /rau,ma da 
la: 'rauz/ 
Romanesque architectural style 
roh-muh-nesk /,rauma'nesk/ 
Romania (also Rumania) country 
roo-may-ni-uh /ru:'mernio/ 
Romanize bring under Roman influence 
roh-muh-nyz /‘raomenaiz/ 
Romano hard cheese 
roh-mah-noh /rav'ma:nau/ 
Romanov Russian dynasty 
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ruh-mah-nuhf /re'‘ma:nef/ 


Romansh language spoken in 
Switzerland 
roh-mansh /rau'manf/ 
Romany gypsy language 
rom-uh-ni /‘romani/ 
Commonly also roh-mubh-ni. 


Romberg, Sigmund Hungarian-born 
American composer 
sig-muhnd rom-burg /,sigmend 
‘rpmba:(r)g/ 


Romeo Shakespearean character 
roh-mi-oh /‘raumiau/ 


However, the Italian pronunciation (suitable 
for use with reference to the Bellini opera) is 
roh-may-oh. 


Rommel, Erwin German field marshal 
air-veen rom-uhl /,¢:(r)vi:n ‘romel/ 
Romney, George English portrait 
painter 
rum-ni /‘ramni/ 
Romney Marsh region of Kent, 
England; also a breed of sheep 
rom-ni /‘romni/ 
Romulus Roman mythological character 
rom-yuul-uhss /‘romjules/ 
Ronaldinho Brazilian footballer 
ron-al-jeen-yoo /ronal'd3i:nju:/ 
Ronaldo Brazilian footballer 
ron-al-doo /rv'naldu:/ 


The names Ronaldinho and Ronaldo are 
commonly also anglicized to ron-al-dee-noh 
and ron-al-doh. 


Roncesvalles, Battle of battle in the 
Pyrenees 
ron-suh-val /‘ronsaval/, Spanish 
[ron@es'vafes ] 


Established anglicization. The French form 
of the name is Roncevaux, pronounced 
ro(ng)ss-voh. 


rondavel circular African hut 
ron-dah-vuhl /ron'da:val/ 


rond de jambe ballet step 

ro(ng) duh zhah(ng)b /,r5 da '3ab/ 
ronde dance 

rond /rond/ 


rondeau pl. rondeaux poem 
ron-doh, pl ron-dohz /‘rondav/, pl. 
f-ouz/ 
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Rond6nia state, Brazil 
ron-dohn-yuh /ron'‘daonja/ 

rongo-rongo ancient script 
rong-goh-rong-goh /,rongau'rpngau/ 

ronin wandering samurai 
roh-nin /‘raunin/ 

ronquil fish 
ron-kil /ronkil/ 

R6ntgen, Wilhelm German physicist 
vil-helm roent-guhn /,vilhelm 
‘roentgan/ 

* See also ROENTGEN. 

rooibos South African shrub 
roy-boss /‘rarbvs/ 

Roosevelt, Franklin D. American 
statesman. 
roh-zuh-velt /'rauzevelt/ 


‘The same pronunciation is used for Eleanor 
and Theodore Roosevelt. 


Roquefort trademark soft blue cheese 
rok-for /‘rokfo:(r)/ 

roquette salad leaves 
rok-et /ro'ket/ 

Roraima mountain, South America 
roh-ry-muh /rau'raima/ 

rorqual whale 
ror-kwuhl /‘ra:(r)kwal/ 

Rorschach test psychoanalytic test 
ror-shakh /‘ra:(r)fax/ 


Named after Swiss psychiatrist Hermann 
Rorschach. Sometimes also anglicized to 
ror-shahk. 


rosacea facial skin condition 
roh-zay-shuh /rau'ze1fa/ 
rosaceous relating to rose plants 
roh-zay-shuhss /rau'zerfas/ 
Rosario port, Argentina 
roh-sar-i-oh /rav‘sa:rieu/ 
rosarium rose garden 
roh-zair-i-uhm /rao'ze:riam/ 
rosary repetition of prayers 
toh-zuh-ri /‘raszari/ 
Roscoff port, France 
rosk-of /rvs'kof/ 
Roscommon county, Republic of 
Ireland 
rosk-om-uhn /ros'komoen/ 
rosé light pink wine 
roh-zay /‘ravzet/ 
roseate rose-coloured 


Rondénia | Rossini, Gioacchino 


roh-zi-uht /‘ravziat/ 


Roseau capital of Dominica 
roh-zoh /rau'zau/ 


Rosebery, Earl English statesman 
rohz-buh-ri /‘rauzbari/ 


rosella parakeet 
roh-zel-uh /rav'zelo/ 


rosemaling art of painting flower motifs 
roh-suh-mah-ling /‘rausa,ma:lin/ 

Rosenthal, Jack English playwright 
roh-zuhn-thawl /‘rauzané@o:1/ 


This was his own pronunciation. This 
surname can also be pronounced 
roh-zuhn-tal, roh-zuhn-tahl, or 
roh-zuhn-thal, according to individual 
preference. 


roseola skin rash 
roh-zee-uh-luh /rau'zi:ala/ 

Rosetta Stone inscribed stone 
roh-zet-uh /rav'zete/ 


Rosh Hashana (also Rosh Hashanah) 
Jewish festival 
rosh huh-shah-nuh /,rof ha'Sa:na/ 
Roshi Buddhist leader of monks 
roh-shi /‘raufi/ 
Rosicrucian member of a secret society 
roh-zik-roo-shuhn /,rauzi'kru:fan/ 
rosin resin 
roz-in /'rpzin/ 
Roskilde port, Denmark 
rosk-il-uh /‘rosktlo/ 
rosolio sweet cordial 
roh-zoh-li-oh /rau'zauliau/ 
Rossellini, Roberto Italian film 
director 
rob-air-toh ross-uh-lee-ni /ro,be:(r)tau 
osa'limni/ 
Rossetti, Dante Gabriel English 
painter and poet 
dan-ti gay-bri-uhl ruh-zet-i /danti 
geibrial ra‘zeti/ 


The same pronunciation is used for 
Christina Rossetti. 


Rossignol French ski equipment 
manufacturers 
ross-in-yol /rost'njol/ 

Rossini, Gioacchino Italian composer 
joh-uh-kee-noh ross-ee-ni 
/d3a0a,ki:nao ro'sizni/ 


Rosslare | rowan 


Rosslare port, Republic of Ireland 
ross-lair /rps'le:(r)/ 
Rostand, Edmond French dramatist 
ed-mo(ng) ross-tah(ng) /ed,m5 ro'sta/ 
roster list 
rost-uhr /‘rosta(r)/ 
résti Swiss potato dish 
roesh-ti /‘re:Sti/ 
Rostock port, Germany 
rost-ok /‘rostpk/ 
Rostov port, Russia 
rost-of /‘rostof/, {ra'stof ] 
* Established anglicization. 
Roswell town, US 
roz-wel /'rozwel/ 
Roth, Philip American writer 
roth /rv@/ 
Rotherham town, England 
roth-uhr-uhm /‘roéaram/ 
Rothko, Mark American painter 
roth-koh /‘ro@kau/ 
Rothschild, Meyer Amschel German 
financier 
my-uhr am-shuhl roht-shilt /,mara(r) 
amfal ‘rautsrt/ 
Many other people with this surname 


pronounce it rothss-chyld, an anglicized 
pronunciation. 


roti Indian flat bread 
roh-ti /‘rauti/ 
rotisserie restaurant 
roh-tiss-uh-ri /rau'tisari/ 
Rotorua city, New Zealand 
roh-tuh-roo-uh /,ravuta'ru:a/ 
Rotterdam city, Netherlands 
rot-uhr-dam /‘rota(r)dam/ 
Rottweiler breed of dog 
rot-vy-luhr /‘rotvarla(r)/ 
Rouault, Georges French painter and 
engraver 
zhorzh roo-oh /39:(r)3 ru:'au/ 
Roubaix city, France 
roo-bay /ru:'ber/ 
rouble currency unit, Russia 
roob-uhl /‘ru:bel/ 
roucou orange-red dye, annatto 
roo-koo /ru:'ku:/ 
roué debauched man 
roo-ay /‘ru:e1/ 
Rouen port, France 
roo-ah(ng) /ru:'a/ 
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Sometimes also roo-on, an older 
anglicization. 


rouge cosmetic 
roozh /ru:3/ 

rouille Provengal sauce 
roo-i /‘ru:i/ 

roulade dish in the form of a roll 
roo-lahd /ru:'la:d/ 

roulement movement of troops or 
equipment 
rool-mo(ng) /‘ru:Imi/ 

Roulers see Roeselare 

Roumania see Romania 

roundelay simple song 
rown-duh-lay /‘raundealer/ 

roup auction 
rowp /raup/ 

roup disease of poultry 
roop /ru:p/ 

Rous form of tumour 
rowss /raus/ 

Rousse (also Ruse) city, Bulgaria 
roo-suh /'ru:sa/ 

Rousseau, Henri French painter 
ah(ng)-ree roo-soh /G,ri: ru:'sau/ 
The same pronunciation is used for 
Jean-Jacques and Théodore Rousseau. 


Roussel, Athina Greek heiress 
ath-ee-nuh roo-sel /a@,i:na ru:'sel/ 

Roussillon former province, France 
roo-see-yo(ng) /ru:si:j5/ 

roustabout casual labourer 
rowst-uh-bowt /'raustabaut/ 


rout disorderly retreat 
rowt /raot/ 


router cutting tool 
row-tuhr /‘rauta(r)/ 
router computer device 
roo-tuhr /‘ru:ta(r)/ 
routier French medieval mercenary 
roo-ti-ay /‘ru:tiet/ 
Routledge English publishers 
rowt-luhj /‘ravtled3/ 
Rovaniemi town, Finland 
rov-uhn-yem-i /'rova,njemi/ 
rowan tree 
roh-uhn /‘raven/ 
Less commonly also row-uhn. 
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Rowlandson, Thomas English painter 
roh-luhnd-suhn /‘ravlendsan/ 

Rowling, J. K. English novelist 
roh-ling /‘raulin/ 

rowlock fitting on a boat 
rol-uhk /‘rolak/ 

Rowntree, Joseph English 
philanthropist 
rown-tree /‘raontri:/ 

Roxburghshire former county, Scotland 
roks-buh-ruh-shuhr /‘roksberafa(r)/ 

Roy, Arundhati Indian writer 
uh-roon-dut-i roy /a,ru:ndati 'ror/ 

Ruaridh Scottish boy’s name 
raw-ri /‘roivi/ 

Rubaiyat of Omar Khayyam 
collection of poems 
roo-by-yaht oh-mar ky-ahm 
/ru:bar'ja:t ,aoma:(r) kar'a:m/ 

Rub’ al Khali desert, Arabian peninsula 
roob uhl khah-li /,ru:b al ‘xa:li/ 

rubato pl. rubati musical term 
ruub-ah-toh, pl. ruub-ah-ti /ro‘ba:tau/, 
pl. /-ti/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Rubbra, Edmund English composer 
rub-ruh /‘rabra/ 

rubella German measles 
roo-bel-uh /ru'bela/ 

Rubens, Peter Paul Flemish painter 
roo-buhnz /‘ru:banz/, ['ry:bens] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

rubeola measles 
ruub-ee-uh-luh /ru'bi:ala/ 

rubescent reddening 
ruub-ess-uhnt /ro‘besant/ 

Rubicon stream, Italy 
roo-bik-uhn /‘ru:bikan/ 

rubidium chemical element 
ruub-id-i-uhm /ru'bidiam/ 

Rubik’s cube trademark puzzle 
roo-biks /‘ru:biks/ 

Rubinstein, Anton Russian composer 
uhn-ton ruub-in-shtayn /an,ton 
srubin'ftemn/ 

Rubinstein, Artur Polish-born 
American pianist 
ar-toor roo-bin-styn /,a:(r)tua(r) 
‘ru:binstain/ 

rubric heading on a document 
roo-brik /‘ru:brik/ 

ruche frill or pleat 


Rowlandson, Thomas | Rumelia 


roosh /ru:S/ 


rucksack bag with shoulder straps 
ruk-sak /‘raksak/ 


Less commonly also ruuk-sak. 


rucola rocket (plant) 
roo-kuh-luh /‘ru:kala/ 
Rudaki Persian poet 
roo-dak-ee /ru:da'ki:/ 
rudbeckia plant 
rood-bek-i-uh /ru:d'bekia/ 
Rudra minor Hindu god 
ruud-ruh /‘rudra/ 
ruffe fish 
ruf /raf/ 
rufiyaa currency unit, Maldives 
roo-fee-yah /‘ru:fi:ja:/ 
rufous reddish brown 
roo-fuhss /‘ru:fas/ 
Riigen island, Germany 
rue-guhn /'ry:gan/ 
rugose wrinkled 
roo-gohss /‘ru:gaus/ 
Commonly also ruug-ohss. 


Ruhr region, Germany 
roor /rua(r)/ 

Ruisdael, Jacob van (also Ruysdael) 
Dutch painter 
yah-kop vun roeyss-dahl /,jakop van 
‘roersda:]/ 
© See DUTCH panel. 

Ruislip suburb of London 
ryss-lip /‘ratslip/ 

Ruiz de Alarc6n y Mendoza, Juan 
Mexican dramatist 
khwan ruu-eess day al-ar-kon ee 
men-doh-suh / xwan ru,i:s der 
,ala:(r)'kon i: men,dausa/ 

Rukh Ukrainian nationalist movement 
rookh /ru:x/ 

rukh mythical bird 
rook /ru:k/ 

Rum see Rhum 

Rumania see Romania 

rumba (also rhumba) dance 
rum-buh /‘ramba/ 

Rumelia former Ottoman territories 
roo-mee-li-uh /ru:'mi:lia/ 


rumen | Ryukyu Islands 


rumen pl. rumina first stomach of a 
ruminant 
roo-men, pl. roo-min-uh /‘ru:men/, pl. 
/-mino/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Rumi, Jalal al-Din Sufi poet 
juh-lahl uh-deen roo-mee /d3a,1a:1 
a,din ru:'mi:/ 

Rumsfeld, Donald American politician 
rumz-felt /‘ramzfelt/ 

rune letter of an ancient alphabet 
roon /rum/ 

Runnymede meadow near Windsor, 
England 
run-im-eed /'ranimi:d/ 

rupee currency unit, India and several 
other countries 
roo-pee /ru:'pi:/ 

rupiah currency unit, Indonesia 
roo-pee-uh /ru:'pi:a/ 

Ruritania imaginary kingdom 
roor-it-ay-ni-uh /,ruart'temia/ 

Rusedski, Greg Canadian-born British 
tennis player 
roo-zet-ski /ru:'zetski/ 

Ruse see Rousse 

ruse trick 
rooz /ru:z/ 

Rushdie, Salman Indian-born British 
novelist 
sal-mahn ruush-di /sal,ma:n ‘rufdi/ 

Rusholme suburb of Manchester 
rush-hohm /‘rasShaom/ 

rus in urbe countryside within a city 
rooss in oor-bay /,ru:s in 'va(r)bet/ 

Russify make Russian 
russ-if-y /'rasifat/ 

Russo, Rene American actress 
ruh-nay roo-soh /ra,net 'ru:sau/ 

russula toadstool 
russ-uh-luh /'rasalo/ 

rutabaga swede 
roo-tuh-bay-guh /,ru:ta'beiga/ 

Rutgers American university 
rut-guhrz /‘ratga(r)z/ 

Ruthenia region, Europe 
roo-thee-ni-uh /ru:'6i:nia/ 
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ruthenium chemical element 
ruuth-ee-ni-uhm /ru'di:niam/ 
Rutherford, Ernest New Zealand 
physicist 
ruth-uhr-fuhrd /‘rada(r)fa(r)d/ 
rutherfordium chemical element 
ruth-uhr-for-di-uhm 
/,rada(r)'fo:(r)diem/ 
Ruthven Scottish family name 
tiv-uhn /‘rrvan/ 
However, Ruthven Barracks and Ruthven 


village in the Scottish Highlands are 
pronounced ruth-vuhn. 


rutilant glittering with red or golden 
light 
root-il-uhnt /‘ru:tilent/ 

Ruwenzori mountain range, Africa 
roo-wuhn-zaw-ri /,ru:wen'za:ri/ 

Ruy Blas overture by Mendelssohn 
rwee blass / rwi: 'blas/ 

Ruysdael, Jacob van see Ruisdael, 
Jacob van 

Rwanda country 
roo-and-uh /ru‘ande/ 

Ryazan city, Russia 
ryuh-zahn /,rja'za:n/ 

Rybinsk city, Russia 
rib-insk /‘ribinsk/ 

Rydberg, Johannes Swedish physicist 
yoo-han-uhss rued-bairg /ju:,hanos 
'ry:dbe:(r)g/, [ju:,hannes 'ry:dbzerj] 


Rydberg atoms and the Rydberg constant 
are anglicized to rid-burg. 


Ryder, Sue English philanthropist 
ry-duhr /'raida(r)/ 

Ryle, Martin English astronomer 
ryl /rail/ 

ryokan Japanese inn 
ryoh-kan /‘rjaukan/ 

Rysy peak, Tatra Mountains 
riss-i /‘risi/ 

ryu Japanese style of art 
ryoo /rju:/ 

Ryukyu Islands islands, western Pacific 
ryoo-kyoo /'rju:kju:/ 
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Saadi sec Sadi 
saag spinach (Indian) 
sahg /sa:g/ 
Saakashvili, Mikheil Georgian 
president 
mee-khayl sah-kuhsh-vil-i /,mi:xerl 
‘sa:kafvili/ 
Saale river, yermany 
zah-luh /'za:la/ 
Saanen breed of goat 
sah-nuhn /‘sa:non/ 
Saarbriicken city, Germany 
zar-bruek-uhn /za:(r)'bryken/ 


Commonly also anglicized to 
sar-bruuk-uhn. 


Saarland state, Germany 
zar-lant /‘za:(r)lant/ 

Saas Fee resort, Switzerland 
zahss fay /,za:s ‘fer/ 

Saatchi, Charles English gallery owner 
sah-chi /‘sa:tfi/ 

Saba island, Caribbean 
sah-buh /'sa:ba/ 

Sabaean ancient Semitic people 
sab-ee-uhn /sa'bi:an/ 

Sabah state, Malaysia 
sub-uh /'saba/ 

Sabaoth hosts of heaven 
sab-ay-ot /sa'bernt/ 


Sometimes also sab-ay-ot, especially when 
sung in hymns ete. 


Sabellian ancient Italian people 
suh-bel-i-uhn /se'belion/ 

Sabhal mor Ostaig Scottish Gaelic 
college 

. soh-uhl mor ost-ayk /,saval mo:(r) 
‘psterk/ 
* See GAELIC panel. 

Sabine ancient Italian ethnic group 
sab-yn /‘sabain/ 

Sabine river, US 
suh-been /sa'bi:n/ 

Sabin vaccine 


say-bin /'serbm/ 

sabot clog shoe 
sab-oh /sa'bau/ 

sabotage deliberately destroy 
sab-uh-tahzh /‘sabata:3/ 

saboteur person who engages in 
sabotage 
sab-uh-tur / saba'ta:(r)/ 

sabra Jew born in Israel 
sab-ruh /‘sabra/ 

sabreur cavalryman using a sabre 
sab-rur /sa'bra:(r)/ 

sabzi vegetables (Indian) 
sub-zi /‘sabzi/ 

Sacajawea American Indian woman 
explorer 
sak-uh-juh-wee-uh /,sakad30'wi:o/ 
The spelling and translation of her name are 
disputed; the less common spelling 


Sacagawea is pronounced either as above or 
as sak-ag-uh-wee-uh. 


saccade rapid movement of the eye 
sak-ahd /sa'ka:d/ 

saccharin (also saccharine) sugar 
substitute 
sak-uh-rin /‘sakarin/ 

sacerdotal relating to priests 
sass-uhr-doh-tuhl /,sasa(r)'dautal/ 


Sometimes also sak-uhr-doh-tuht or 
satch-uhr-doh-tuhl. 


sachem chief 
say-chuhm /'seitfam/ 
Sachertorte chocolate gateau 
zakh-uhr-tor-tuh /'zaxa(r),to:(r)ta/ 
Sachs, Hans German poet and 
dramatist 
hanss zaks / hans 'zaks/ 
Sachsen see Saxony 
Sachsen-Anhalt see Saxony-Anhalt 
sackbut early musical instrument 
sak-but /'sakbat/ 
sacrament ceremony 
sak-ruh-muhnt /‘sakrement/ 


Sacramento | St Croix 


Sacramento river, US 
sak-ruh-men-toh / sakre'mentau/ 
Sacranie, Iqbal Malawi-born British 

Muslim campaigner 

ik-bahl suh-krah-ni /,1kba:] sa'kra:ni/ 
sacré bleu French expression of surprise 

sak-ray bloe / sakret ‘blo/ 

sacrilege violation of something sacred 
sak-ril-ij /‘sakrilid3/ 

sacristy room in a church 
sak-rist-i /‘sakristi/ 

sacroiliac relating to the sacrum and the 
ilium 
say-kroh-il-i-ak / serkrau'tliak/ 

sacrosanct too important to be 
interfered with 
sak-ruh-sankt /‘sakrasankt/ 

sacrum bone in the lower back 
say-kruhm /‘setkram/ 

Sadat, Anwar al- (also es-Sadat) 
Egyptian statesman 
un-wuhr uh-suh-dat /,anwa(r) 
asa'dat/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

Saddam Hussein see Hussein, 
Saddam 

Sadducee member of a Jewish sect 
sad-yuuss-ee /'sadjusi:/ 

Sade, Comte de French writer 
ko(ng)t duh sahd /,kt da ‘sa:d/ 

Sade Nigerian-born British singer 
shah-day /‘Sa:det/ 

sadhu Indian holy man 
sah-doo /'sa:du:/ 

Sadi (also Saadi) Persian poet 
sah-dee /sa:'di:/ 

sadomasochism sexual practice 
say-doh-mass-uh-kiz-uhm 
/,seidau'masakizam/ 

Sadr City city, Iraq 
sad-uhr /‘sada(r)/ 

Sadr, Moqtada al- Iraqi Shia leader 
mook-tad-uh uh-sad-uhr /mu:k,tada 
o'sada(r)/ 

Safavid Persian dynasty 
saf-uh-vid /‘safevid/ 

Saffron Walden town, England 
saf-ruhn wawl-duhn / safron 
‘wo.ldan/ 

saga long story 
sah-guh /'sa:go/ 

sagacious having good judgement 
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suh-gay-shuhss /sa'geifas/ 

sagacity wisdom 
suh-gass-it-i /sa‘gasiti/ 

Sagan, Carl American astronomer 
say-guhn /‘sergan/ 

Sagan, Francoise French writer 
frah(ng)-swahz sag-ah(ng) /fra,swa:z 
sa'ga/ 

Sagitta small constellation 
suh-jit-uh /sa‘d3ita/ 

Sagittarius large constellation 
saj-it-air-i-uhss /,sad31'te:rios/ 

sago edible starch 
say-goh /‘seigau/ 

saguaro giant cactus 
suh-gwah-roh /sa'gwa:rau/ 

Saguia el Hamra intermittent river, 
Western Sahara 
suh-gee-uh el ham-ruh jsa,gi:a el 
‘hamro/ 

Saha, Meghnad Indian physicist 
mayg-nud suh-hah /,meignad sa‘ha:/ 

Sahara desert, North Africa 
suh-har-uh /sa’ha:ra/ 

Sahel region, North Africa 
suh-hel /sa‘hel/ 

sahib Indian form of address for a man 
sahb /sa:b/ 


Sometimes also sah-hib. 


Sahiwal breed of cattle 
sah-hiv-ahl /‘sa:hiva:1/ 

sai Japanese dagger 
sy /sAt/ 

Said, Edward Palestinian-American 
critic 
sah-eed /sa:'i:d/ 

Saigon city, Vietnam 
sy-gon /sal'gon/ 

saint person acknowledged as holy 
saynt /semnt/ 


When ‘saint’ (or ‘St’) appears before a name, 
it is usually pronounced suhnt. 


St Albans city, England 
suhnt awl-buhnz /sant 'o:lbanz/ 
St Asaph city, Wales 
suhnt ass-uhf /sant 'asaf/ 
St Briavels village, England 
suhnt brev-uhiz /sant 'brevalz/ 
St Croix island, Caribbean 
suhnt kroy /sant ‘kra1/ 
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Saint-Denis suburb, Paris 
sa(ng) duh-nee / sé da‘ni:/ 
Sainte-Beuve, Charles French critic 
and writer 
sharl sa(ng)t boev /,fa:(r)] sét boev/ 
St-Emilion town, France 
sa(ng)t ay-mil-yo(ng) /,sét exmi1'j3/ 
St-Etienne an industrial city in SE 
central France, south-west of Lyons 
sa(ng)t ay-tyen / sét er'tjen/ 
Saint-Exupéry, Antoine de French 
writer and aviator 
ah(ng)-twahn duh sa(ng)t 
eg-zue-pay-ree /a,twa:n da sét 
egzyper'ri:/ 
St Gotthard Pass mountain pass in the 
Alps 
suhnt got-uhrd /sant ‘gota(r)d/, 
German [zankt 'gothart] 
* Established anglicization. 
St Helena island, South Atlantic 
suhnt huh-lee-nuh /sant ha'li:na/ 
¢ See also Helena, St. 
St Helier capital of Jersey 
suhnt hel-i-uhr /sant ‘helia(r)/ 
St Kilda island group, Scotland 
suhnt kil-duh /sant ‘kilda/ 
Saint Laurent, Yves French couturier 
eev sa(ng) lorr-ah(ng) /,i:v sé ln'ra/ 
St Leger horse race 
suhnt lej-uhr /sant ‘led3a(r)/ 
St Lucia country, Caribbean 
suhnt loosh-uh /sant ‘lu:fa/ 
St-Malo port, France 
sa(ng) mah-loh /sé ma:'lou/ 
St Martin island, Caribbean 
sa(ng) mar-ta(ng) /sé ma:(r)'té/ 
St Moritz resort, Switzerland 
sa(ng) morr-its /sé mo'rits/ 
St-Nazaire port, France 
sa(ng) naz-air /sé na‘ze:(r)/ 
St Petersburg city, Russia 
suhnt peet-uhrz-burg 
/sant ‘pi:ta(r)zba:(r)g/, [sankt 
* pirt‘ir'burk } 
* Established anglicization. 
St Polten city, Austria 
zankt poel-tuhn /zankt ‘peeltan/ 
Saint-Saéns, Camille French 
composer 
kam-ee sa(ng) sah(ng)ss /ka,mi: 
sé 'sas/ 


Saint-Denis | Saladin 


* See FRENCH panel. 

Saint-Simon, Comte de French social 
reformer 
ko(ng)t duh sa(ng) see-mo(ng) /,k5t 
da sé si:‘m3/ 

St Sophia Byzantine monument 
suhnt soh-fee-uh /sant sav‘fi:o/ 

St-Tropez resort, France 
sa(ng) troh-pay / sé trau'pe1/ 

St Vincent island, Caribbean 
suhnt vin-suhnt /sant 'vinsant/ 

Saipan islands, Pacific 
sy-pan /sal‘pan/ 

saith says (archaic third person singular) 
seth /se6/ 

saithe fish 
sayth /se16/ 

Saiva branch of modern Hinduism 
sy-vuh /'sarva/ 

Sakai city, Japan 
sah-ky /'sa:kat/ 

Sakamoto, Ryuichi Japanese composer 
ryoo-itch-i sak-uh-moh-toh / rjuatfi 
sako'mautau/ 

sake Japanese alcoholic drink 
sak-ay /‘saker/ 

saker large Eurasian falcon 
say-kuhr /'serka(r)/ 

Sakha, Republic of official name for 
Yakutia 
sah-kuh /'sa:ka/ 

Sakhalin island, Russia 
sak-uh-leen /,saka'li:n/ 

Sakharov, Andrei Russian physicist 
and civil rights campaigner 
and-ray sakh-uh-ruhf /an,dre1 
‘saxarof/ 

Saki British short-story writer 
sah-ki /'sa:ki/ 

salaam aleikum greeting in many 
Arabic-speaking and Muslim countries 
suh-lahm uh-lay-kuum /sa,la:m 
a'lerkkum/ 

salacious unduly interested in sex 
suh-lay-shuhss /sa‘lerfas/ 

Saladin sultan of Egypt and Syria 
sal-uh-din /‘saledin/ 

Established anglicization of Salah al-Din, an 
Arabic honorific title for which an 


acceptable anglicized pronunciation would 
be sal-ah-uh-din. 


Salafi | Saltillo 


Salafi member of an orthodox Muslim 
sect 
suh-lah-fi /sa'la:fi/ 

salal heather plant 
suh-lal /sa'lal/ 

Salam, Abdus Pakistani physicist 
ab-duuss suh-lahm /,abdus sa'la:m/ 

Salamanca city, Spain 
sal-am-ank-uh /,sala'‘manka/ 

salamander newt-like amphibian 
sal-uh-man-duhr /‘sala,manda(r)/ 

Salamis island, Greece 
sal-uh-miss /‘salamis/ 

salat ritual prayer of Muslims 
sal-aht /sa'la:t/ 

Salazar, Anténio de Oliveira 
Portuguese statesman 
an-ton-yoo di ol-iv-ay-ruh 
suh-luh-zar /an,tonju: di olr'vetra 
sala'za:(r)/ 

salbutamol synthetic compound related 
to aspirin 
sal-byoo-tuh-mol /sal'bju:tamvl/ 

salchow jump in figure skating 
sal-koh /‘salkau/ 

Salem city, US 
say-luhm /‘setlam/ 

Salerno port, Italy 
sal-air-noh /sa'le:(r)nau/ 

Salesian relating to St Francis de Sales 
suh-lee-zi-uhn /sa'li:zien/ 

Salford city, England 
sawl-fuhrd /‘so:lfa(r)d/ 

salicional organ stop 
suh-lish-uh-nuhl /sa'lifanal/ 

salicylic acid bitter compound 
sal-iss-il-ik /,salt'silik/ 

salient most noticeable or important 
say-li-uhnt /‘serliant/ 

Salieri, Antonio Italian composer 
an-tohn-yoh sal-yair-i /an,taunjou 
sal'j'e:ri/ 

salina salt lake or marsh 
suh-ly-nuh /sa'‘laina/ 

saline containing salt 
say-lyn /‘serlamn/ 


There are several places worldwide called 


Saline. The place in Scotland is pronounced 
sal-in, in Italy sal-ee-nay, and in the US 
suh-leen. 


Salinger, J. D. American writer 
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sal-in-juhr /‘salind3a(r)/ 

Salisbury city, England 
sawlz-buh-ri /'so:lzbari/ 

Salish American Indian ethnic group 
say-lish /‘serhrS/ 

Salk, Jonas American microbiologist 
joh-nuhss sawlk /,d3aunas ‘sa:1k/ 

Sallust Roman historian and politician 
sal-uhst /‘salast/ 

salmanazar large wine bottle 
sal-muh-nay-zuhr /,salma'neiza(r)/ 

Salmond, Alex Scottish politician 
sam-uhnd /‘samand/ 

salmonella ol. salmonellae bacterium 
sal-muh-nel-uh, pl. sal-muh-nel-ee 
/,salma'nele/, pl. /-1i:/ 

Salome biblical character 
suh-loh-may /sa'laumel/ 
Oscar Wilde's play Salomé is usually 
pronounced sal-oh-may, and the Strauss 
opera based on it is given the German 
pronunciation zah-loh-may. 


Salonen, Esa-Pekka Finnish conductor 
ess-uh pek-uh sal-on-uhn /,esa ,peka 
‘salonan/ 

Salonica former name of Thessaloniki 
suh-lon-ik-uh /so‘lonika/ 

Salop former name of Shropshire 
sal-uhp /‘salap/ 

salopettes trousers with shoulder straps 
sal-uh-pets / salo'pets/ 

salpingectomy surgical removal of the 
Fallopian tubes 
sal-pin-jek-tuh-mi /,salpin'd3ektami/ 

salpingostomy surgical unblocking of a 
Fallopian tube 
sal-ping-gost-uh-mi /,salpin‘gostami/ 

salsa Latin American dance music 
sal-suh /'salsa/ 

salsify edible plant 
sal-sif-i /‘salsifi/ 

salt white crystalline substance 
sawit /sa:lt/ 

Commonly also solt. This variation in 
pronunciation applies to a wide range of 
words spelled with al (e.g. Salisbury, 
Walter). 


saltarello energetic dance 
sal-tuh-rel-oh / salta‘relau/ 


Saltillo city, Mexico 
sal-tee-yoh /sal'ti:jau/ 
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saltimbocca Italian dish 
sal-tim-bok-uh / saltim'boka/ 
saltine savoury biscuit 
sawl-teen /so:I'ti:n/ 
saltire diagonal cross 
sawl-ty-uhr /‘sa:Itara(r)/ 
saltpetre potassium nitrate 
sawlt-peet-uhr /so:It'pi:ta(r)/ 
salubrious health-giving 
suh-loo-bri-uhss /sa'lu:brias/ 
salud ‘cheers’ (Spanish) 
sal-ooth /sa'‘lu:d/ 
saluki breed of dog 
suh-loo-ki /sa'lu:ki/ 
salut ‘cheers’, ‘hi’ (French) 
sal-ue /sa'ly/ 
salutary producing good effects 
sal-yuut-uh-ri /‘saljotari/ 
Salvador port, Brazil 
sal-vad-or /salva'do:(r)/ 
Salvadorean relating to El Salvador 
sal-vuh-dor-i-uhn /,salva'do:rian/ 
Salve Regina Roman Catholic hymn 


sal-vay ruh-jee-nuh /,salvei ra'd3i:na/ 


sal volatile scented solution of 
ammonium carbonate in alcohol 
sal vuh-lat-il-i /sal va'latrli/ 


salwar loose, pleated trousers; also called 


shalwar 
sul-war /sal'wa:(r)/ 
Salyut Soviet manned space station 
suhl-yoot /sa'lju:t/ 
Salzburg city, Austria 
salts-burg /‘saltsba:(r)g/, German 
/‘zaltsburk/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Salzgitter city, Germany 
zalts-git-uhr /‘zalts,gite(r)/ 
Salzkammergut resort area, Austria 
zalts-kam-uhr-goot 
/‘zaltskama(r),gu:t/ 


samadhi state of concentration achieved 


through meditation 
. sum-ah-di /sa'ma:di/ 
Samar island, Philippines 
sam-ar /'sama:(r)/ 
Samara city, Russia 
suh-mar-uh /sa'‘ma:ra/ 
Samaranch, Juan Antonio Spanish 
former president of the International 
Olympic Committee 


saltimbocca | samsara 


khwan an-tohn-yoh sam-arr-ang 
/xwan an,teonjav sama'ran/ 
Samaria ancient city, Palestine 
suh-mair-i-uh /sa'me:rie/ 
Samarinda city, Indonesia 
sam-uh-rind-uh / same'rinde/ 
samarium chemical element 
suh-mair-i-uhm /sa'me:riam/ 
Samarkand (also Samarqand) city, 
Uzbekistan 
sam-ar-kand /,sama:(r)'kand/ 
Samarra city, Iraq 
suh-mar-uh /sa'ma:zra/ 
Sama Veda Hindu text 
sah-muh vay-duh /'sa:ma ,verda/ 
sambal spicy relish 
sam-bal /'sambal/ 
sambhar spicy lentil dish 
sahm-bar /‘sa:mba:(r)/ 
sambuca aniseed-flavoured liqueur 
sam-boo-kuh /sam'bu:ka/ 
samfu Chinese trouser suit 
sam-foo /‘samfu:/ 
Samhain Celtic winter festival 
sah-win /'sa:win/ 
Sami Scandinavian ethnic group 
sah-mi /'sa:mi/ 


samisen (also shamisen) Japanese lute 


sam-i-sen /‘samisen/ 
samite rich silk fabric 
sam-yt /‘samait/ 
samizdat clandestine copying and 
distribution of banned literature 
sam-iz-dat /‘samizdat/ 
Samoa islands, Polynesia 
suh-moh-uh /sa'maua/ 
Samos island, Greece 
Say-moss /‘sermps/, ['sa:mos] 
* Established anglicization. 
samosa triangular savoury pastry 
suh-moh-suh /sa'mausa/ 
samovar tea urn 
sam-uh-var /,samo'va:(r)/ 
Samoyed Siberian ethnic group 
sam-oy-ed /sam‘o1ed/ 
Sampdoria Italian football club 
samp-daw-ri-uh /samp‘do:ria/ 
samphire plant 
sam-fy-uhr /‘samfata(r)/ 
samsara material world 
sum-sah-ruh /sam'sa:ra/ 


samskara | San Sebastian 


samskara Hindu purification rite 
sum-skah-ruh /sam'‘ska:ra/ 
Samson Agonistes poem by Milton 
sam-suhn ag-uh-nist-eez / samsen 
age'nisti:z/ 
Samsung Korean electronics company 
sam-sung /'samsan/ 
samurai member of a Japanese military 
caste 
sam-uu-ry /'samoral/ 
Sana’a (also Sanaa) capital of Yemen 
san-ah /'sana:/ 
San Andreas fault fault line, California 
san and-ray-uhss /,san an‘dretos/ 
Sancerre white wine 
sah(ng)-sair /sd'se:(r)/ 
Sanchi archaeological site, India 
sun-chi /‘santfi/ 
Sancho Panza fictional character in 
Don Quixote 
san-choh pan-zuh /,santfau ‘panza/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Sanctus part of the Mass 
sank-tuuss /'sanktus/ 
Sand, George French novelist 
zhorzh sah(ng) /,30(r)3 ‘sa/ 
sandhi phonological process 
sun-di /‘sandi/ 
San Diego city, US 
san di-ay-goh /,san di'eigau/ 
Sandinista member of a Nicaraguan 
political organization 
sand-i-neest-uh /,sandi'ni:ste/ 
sandiver scum on molten glass 
san-div-uhr /‘sandrva(r)/ 
Sandringham House British royal 
residence 
sand-ring-uhm /'sandrinem/ 
San Francisco city, US 
san fran-sisk-oh /,san fran‘siskau/ 
Sangatte immigration centre, France 
sah(ng)-gat /sda'gat/ 
sang-de-boeuf deep red colour 
sah(ng) duh boef /,sa da 'boef/ 
sangfroid composure 
sah(ng)-frwah /sa'frwa:/ 
San Gimignano town, Italy 
san jim-in-yah-noh 
/,sand3mmr'njamau/ 
Sangiovese wine grape 
san-joh-vay-zay /,sand3av'verzer/ 
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sangrail (also sangreal) holy grail 
sang-grayl /san‘grerl/ 

sangria red wine drink 
sang-gree-uh /san'gri:a/ 

sanguine cheerfully optimistic 
sang-gwin /'sangwin/ 

Sanhedrin supreme council in ancient 
Jerusalem 
san-heed-rin /san‘hi:drin/ 


Sometimes also san-uh-drin. 


San Jacinto town, US 
san juh-sint-oh /,san d3e'sntou/ 
San Jose city, US 
san hoh-zay /,san haw'zer/ 
San José capital of Costa Rica 
san khoss-ay /,san xv'se1/ 


San Juan capital of Puerto Rico 
san hwahn / san ‘hwa:n/ 


Established anglicization. Other places of 
this name in Latin America are pronounced 
san khwan. 


San Luis Potosi state, Mexico 
san loo-eess pot-oss-ee /san lu:i:s 
\potv'si:/ 

San Marino republic enclave in Italy 
san muh-ree-noh /,san ma'rineu/ 

San Martin, José de Argentinian 
soldier and statesman 
khoss-ay day san mar-teen /xp,se1 det 
san max{r)'tin/ 

sannyasi (also sanyasi) Hindu 
mendicant 
sun-yah-si /san'ja:si/ 

San Pedro Sula city, Honduras 
san ped-roh soo-luh /,san pedrau 
‘su:lo/ 

San Remo resort, Italy 
san ray-moh /,san 'rermau/ 

sans without 
sanz /sanz/ 
This is the literary English pronunciation. 


A French pronunciation, sah(ng), is also 
common. 


San Salvador capital of El] Salvador 
san saJ-vad-or /,san ‘salvado:(r)/, 
Spanish [,san salBa'dor] 

San Sebastian port, Spain 
san suh-bast-i-uhn /san sa'bastian/, 
[san seBas'tjan] 

* Established anglicization. 
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Sanskrit ancient language 
san-skrit /‘sanskrit/ 
Sansovino, Jacopo Italian sculptor 
yah-kop-oh san-suh-vee-noh 
/ ja:kppau sanse'vizneu/ 
sans serif (also sanserif) style of type 
san serr-if /,san 'sertf/ 
Sans Souci palace, Germany 
sah(ng) soo-see /,sd su:'si:/ 
Santa Ana city, E] Salvador 
san-tuh an-uh / santa ‘ana/ 
Santa Cruz city, Bolivia 
sant-uh krooss / santa ‘krus/ 
Santa Fe city, US 
san-tuh fay /,sante ‘fer/ 
Santana, Carlos Mexican guitarist 
kar-loss san-tah-nuh / ka:(r)Ips 
san'ta:na/ 
Santander port, Spain 
san-tan-dair / santan'‘de:(r)/ 
Santayana, George Spanish 
philosopher 
san-tuh-yah-nuh / santa‘ja:na/ 
santeria Afro-Cuban religious cult 
san-terr-ee-uh / sante'ri:a/ 
Santiago capital of Chile 
san-ti-ah-goh /,santi‘a:gau/ 
Santiago de Compostela city, Spain 
san-ti-ah-goh day kom-post-ay-luh 
/santi,a:gau der kompop'sterla/ 
Santo Domingo capital of the 
Dominican Republic 
san-toh duh-ming-goh / santas 
da'mingau/ 
santoor Indian musical instrument 
sun-toor /san'tua(r)/ 
Santorum, Rick American politician 
san-taw-ruhm /san‘to:rem/ 
Santos port, Brazil 
san-tuuss /‘santus/ 
sanyasi see sannyasi 
San Ysidro town, US 
san ee-seed-roh /,san i:'si:drau/ 
Saoirse Irish girl’s name 
seer-shuh /'sia(r)fa/ 
Sao Luis port, Brazil 
sow(ng) loo-eess /sau lu:‘i:s/ 
© See PORTUGUESE panel. 
Sadone river, France 
sohn /saun/ 
So Paulo state, Brazil 


Sanskrit | Saratoga, Battle of 


sow(ng) pow-loo /,sau ‘pavlu:/ 

Sao Tomé e Principe island country 
sow(ng) tuh-may uh pree(ng)-sip-uh 
/, Sau tame! a 'pri:sipa/ 

sapele timber 
suh-pee-li /sa'pi:li/ 

sapient wise 
say-pi-uhnt /’serpiant/ 

Sapir-Whorf linguistic hypothesis 
suh-peer worf /sa,pra(r) ‘wa:(r)f/ 

saponaceous like or containing soap 
sap-uh-nay-shuhss /,sapa‘neifas/ 

sapphic relating to lesbianism 
saf-ik /‘safik/ 

sapphire precious stone 
saf-y-uhr /‘safara(r)/ 

Sappho Greek lyric poet 
saf-oh /‘safau/ 
© See GREEK panel. 

Sapporo city, Japan 
sap-aw-roh /‘sapo:rau/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

Saqlawiya town, Iraq 
sak-luh-wee-yuh /sakla'wi:ja/ 

Saqqara necropolis in Memphis, Egypt 
suh-kar-uh /sa’ka:ra/, [saq'qa:ra ] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

saraband (also sarabande) slow dance 
sarr-uh-band /‘saraband/ 

Saracen an Arab or Muslim, especially at 
the time of the Crusades 
sarr-uh-suhn /‘sarason/ 

Saragossa see Zaragoza 

Sarajevo capital of Bosnia-Herzegovina 
sarr-uh-yay-voh /,sara'jeivau/, 
['sarajevo]} 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Sarandon, Susan American actress 
suh-ran-duhn /sa‘randan/ 

Saran Wrap US trademark cling film 
suh-ran /soe'ran/ 

sarangi Indian musical instrument 
sah-rung-gi /‘sa:rangi/ 

Saransk city, Russia 
suh-ransk /sa'ransk/ 

sarape see serape 

Saraswati Hindu goddess 
surr-uss-vut-i /sa'rasvati/ 

Saratoga, Battle of battle of the War of 
American Independence 
sars-uh-toh-guh /,sara'teuga/ 


Saratov | saucisson 


Saratov city, Russia 
suh-rah-tuhf /se'ra:taf/ 
Sarawak state, Malaysia 
suh-rah-wuhk /sa'ra:wek/ 
sarcoma pl. sarcomata tumour 
sar-koh-muh, pl. sar-koh-muh-tuh 
/sa:(r)'kaomea/, pl. /-ta/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
sarcophagus pl. sarcophagi stone coffin 
sar-kof-uh-guhss, pl. sar-kof-uh-jy 
/sa:(r)'kofagas/, pl. /-d3at/ 


Plural commonly also sar-kof-uh-gy; see 
LATIN panel. 


sardar (also sirdar) Persian leader 
suhr-dar /sa(r)'da:(r)/ 

Sardinia island, Italy 
sar-din-i-uh /sa:(r)'dinia/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Sardegna, pronounced sar-dayn-yuh. 


Sargasso seaweed 
sar-gass-oh /sa:(r)'gasau/ 

Sargodha city, Pakistan 
suhr-goh-duh /sa(r)'gauda/ 

sari (also saree) Indian garment 
sar-i /‘sa:ri/ 

sarin nerve gas 
sar-in /‘sa:rm/ 

Sarkozy, Nicolas French politician 
nee-kol-ah sar-koh-zee /ni:ko,]a: 
sa:(r)kav'zi:/ 

sarod Indian lute 
suh-rohd /sa'raud/ 

sarong garment 
suh-rong /sa'ron/ 

saros period between eclipses 
sair-oss /'se:rps/ 

Saro-Wiwa, Ken Nigerian author 
sar-oh wee-wuh /sa:rau 'wi:wa/ 

sarsaparilla preparation made from 
plants 
sar-suh-puh-ril-uh /,sa:(r)sape'rile/ 

Sarto, Andrea del Italian painter 
and-ray-uh del sar-toh /an,dreta del 
‘sax(r)teu/ 

Sartre, Jean-Paul French philosopher 
zhah(ng) pol sar-truh /,34 pol 
‘sa:(r)tra/ 

Sarum old name for Salisbury 
sair-uhm /'se:rom/ 

Saruman fictional character in The Lord 
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of the Rings 

Sarr-oo-man /‘saru:man/ 
sashimi Japanese raw fish 

sash-ee-mi /‘saSi:mi/ 


Commonly also sash-ee-mi; see JAPANESE 
panel. 


Saskatchewan province, Canada 
suh-skatch-uh-wuhn /so'skatfawan/ 
Saskatoon city, Canada 
sask-uh-toon / saska'tu:n/ 
sassafras tree 
sass-uh-frass /‘sasefras/ 
Sassari town, Italy 
sass-uh-ri /‘sasari/ 
Sassenach English person 
sass-uh-nakh /‘sasanax/ 
Sassoon, Siegfried English poet 
seeg-freed suh-soon / si:gfri:d 
se'su:n/ 
Sassoon, Vidal English hairdresser 
vid-al suh-soon /vid,al sa'su:n/ 
sastrugi ridges on the surface of snow 
sast-roo-gi /sa'stru:gi/ 
satay (also saté) Indonesian dish 
sat-ay /‘sate1/ 
satiate sate 
say-shi-ayt /‘setfieit/ 
Satie, Erik French composer 
err-reek sat-ee /e,ri:k sa'ti:/ 
satiety feeling of being sated 
suh-ty-uh-ti /sa'tatati/ 
satori Buddhist enlightenment 
suh-taw-ri /sa'ta:ri/ 
satsuma citrus fruit 
sat-soo-muh /sat'su:ma/ 
Saturnalia Roman festival 
sat-uhr-nay-li-uh /,sata(r)'nerlia/ 
saturniid silk moth 
suh-tur-ni-id /sa'ta:(r)nird/ 
saturnine gloomy 
sat-uhr-nyn /'sata(r)nam/ 
satyr Greek mythological creature 
sat-uhr /‘sata(r)/ 
satyriasis uncontrollable sexual desire 
sat-uh-ry-uh-siss /,sata'ratasis/ 
Sauchiehall St street, Glasgow 
sokh-i-hawl /,spxi'ho:1/ 
saucisson French sausage 
soss-ee-so(ng) /spsi:'s3/ 
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Saucony American sportswear 
manufacturers 
sok-uh-nee /,spka'ni:/ 
saudade feeling of nostalgia 
sow-dah-duh /sau'da:da/ 
Saudi Arabia country 
sow-di uh-ray-bi-uh /,saudi a'rerbia/ 
sauerkraut German cabbage dish 
sow-uhr-krowt /‘sauva(r)kraut/, 
[zavakraut] 
sauger fish 
saw-guhr /'so:ga(r)/ 
Sault Sainte Marie port, US 
soo saynt muh-ree /,su: semnt ma'ri:/ 
sauna hot-air room 
saw-nuh /‘so:na/ 


Less commonly also sow-nuh, a 
pronunciation closer to the original Finnish, 


Sauron fictional character in The Lord of 
the Rings 
sow-ron /‘saorpn/ 
sauropod dinosaur 
saw-ruh-pod /'so:rappd/ 
Saussure, Ferdinand de Swiss 
linguistics scholar 
fair-din-ah(ng) duh soh-suer 
/fe:(r)di,na do sau'sy(r)/ 
sauté fried quickly 
soh-tay /‘sauter/ 
Sauternes white wine 
soh-tairn /sau'te:(r)n/ 
Sauvignon white wine grape 
soh-vin-yo(ng) /‘seuvinj3/ 
Sauze d’Oulx resort, Italy 
sohz doo /,sauz 'du:/ 
Savai’i (also Savaii) island, Samoa 
sah-vy-i /sa:'vati/ 
Savalas, Telly Greek actor 
tel-i suh-val-uhss / teli sa'valas/ 
Savannah port, Georgia 
suh-van-uh /sa‘vano/ 
Savannakhet (also Savannaket) town, 
Laos 
suv-un-uh-ket /savano'ket/ 
savant learned person 
sav-uhnt /‘savant/ 
saveloy pork sausage 
sav-uh-loy /‘savalor/ 
Savery, Thomas English engineer 
say-vub-ri /'setvari/ 


Saucony | scalene 


Savoie department, France 
sav-wah /sav'wa:/ 
savoir faire ability to act appropriately 
sav-war fair / savwa:(r) ‘fe:(r)/ 
Savonarola, Girolamo Italian 
religious reformer 
jirr-ol-uh-moh sav-on-uh-roh-luh 
/d31,rplamao savonea'raule/ 
Savonlinna town, Finland 
sav-on-lin-uh /‘savonlina/ 
Savoy region, France 
suh-voy /sa’vo1/ 
Established anglicization. The French name 
is Savoie, pronounced sav-wah. 


Sawalha, Julia English actress 
suh-wahl-huh /sa'wa:lha/ 
Sawhney, Nitin English composer 
nit-in saw-ni /nitm ‘so:ni/ 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotha British royal 
house 
saks koh-burg goh-thuh /,saks 
kauba:(r)g 'gau0a/ 
saxifrage plant 
saks-if-rayj /‘saksifreid3/ 
Saxony region, Germany 
sak-suh-ni /‘saksani/ 
Established anglicization. The German 
name is Sachsen, pronounced zakh-suhn. 


Saxony-Anhalt state, Germany 
sak-suh-ni an-halt /saksani ‘anhalt/ 
Established anglicization. The German 
name is Sachsen-Anhalt, pronounced 
zakh-suhn an-halt. 


sayonara ‘goodbye’ (Japanese) 
sy-uh-nar-uh / sate'na:ra/ 

sayyid Muslim claiming descent from 
Muhammad 
say-yid /‘se1jid/ 

scabies skin disease 
skay-beez /'ske1bi:z/ 

Scacchi, Greta Italian-English actress 
gret-uh skak-i /, greta 'skaki/ 

Scafell Pike mountain, England 
skaw-fel / sko:'fel/ 

scagliola imitation marble 
skal-yoh-luh /skal'jaula/ 

scald see skald 

scalene having sides unequal in length 
skay-leen /‘skeili:n/ 


scalenus | schizandra 


scalenus pl. scaleni neck muscle 
skuh-lee-nuhss, pl. skuh-lee-ny 
/ska'liznas/, pl. /-nat/ 

scallop edible mollusc 
skol-uhp /‘skolap/ 
Commonly also skal-uhp. 


Scania international vehicle 
manufacturers 
skan-yuh /'skanja/ 
scandium chemical element 
skan-di-uhm /‘skandiam/ 
Scapa Flow strait, Scotland 
skah-puh floh / ska:pa ‘flau/ 
scapula pl. scapulae shoulder blade 
skap-yuul-uh, pl. skap-yuul-ee 
/‘skapjola/, pl. /-li:/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
scarab beetle 
skarr-uhb /‘skarab/ 


scaramouch boastful but cowardly 
person 
skarr-uh-mootch /skara'mu:tJ/ 

Scarborough port, England 
skar-buh-ruh /‘ska:(r)bara/ 

scarify cut and remove debris from a 
lawn 
skarr-if-y /‘skartfat/ 

Scarlatti, Alessandro Italian composer 
al-ess-and-roh skar-lat-i /ale,sandrau 
ska:(r)'lati/ 

scatological preoccupied with 
excrement 
skat-uh-loj-ik-uhl /skata'lod3ikal/ 

seaup diving duck 
skawp /ska:p/ 

scavenge collect from waste 
skav-uhnj /‘skavond3/ 

scenario outline of a film 
suh-nar-i-oh /sa‘na:riau/ 

Schadenfreude pleasure derived from 
another's misfortune 
shah-duhn-froy-duh /‘fa:dan,froida/ 

Schama, Simon English historian 
shah-muh /'fa:ma/ 

schedule plan 
shed-yool /‘Sedju:l/ 
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karl vil-heim shay-luh / ka:(r)] 
vilhelm ‘ferle/ 
Scheherazade fictional narrator of the 
Arabian Nights 
shuh-herr-uh-zahd /Sa,hera'za:d/ 
Scheldt river, Europe 
skelt /skelt/ 
Established anglicization. The 
Dutch/Flemish name is Schelde, 


pronounced skhel-duh, and the French 
name is Escaut, pronounced esk-oh. 


schema pl. schemata representation of a 
plan 
skee-muh, pl. skee-muh-tuh /'ski:ma/, 
pl. /-mate/ 
¢ Standard -s plura! is also possible. 
Schenectady town, US 
skuh-nek-tuh-di /ska'nektadi/ 
Schengen agreement European 
agreement on border controls 
sheng-uhn /‘Senan/ 
Schering pharmaceutical company 
sheer-ing /‘Siarin/ 
scherzo musical composition 
skair-tsoh /‘ske:(r)tsau/ 
Schiaparelli, Elsa Italian-born French 
fashion designer 
el-suh skyap-uh-rel-i /,elso skjapa'reli/ 
Schiavo, Terry brain-damaged 
American woman in right-to-die case 
shy-voh /'Sarvau/ 
Schiele, Egon Austrian painter 
ay-gon shee-luh /,e1gpn ‘fi:la/ 
Schiller, Friedrich von German 
dramatist 
freed-rikh shil-uhr /fri:dric¢ ‘Srla(r)/ 
Schindler, Oskar German industrialist 
osk-uhr shind-luhr /,oska(r) ‘Smdla(r)/ 
Schiphol airport, Netherlands 
skhip-hol /‘sxiphol/ 
Commonly also anglicized to skip-ol. 


schipperke breed of dog 
skip-uhr-kuh /'skrpa(r)ka/ 

schism split or division 
skiz-uhm /‘skizom/ 


Less commonly also siz-uhm. 


AM is sked-yool, also increasingly common 
in BR. 


Scheele, Carl Wilhelm Swedish 


chemist 


schist metamorphic rock 
shist /Sist/ 

schizandra Chinese herb 
skit-sand-ruh /skit'sandro/ 
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schizophrenia mental disorder 
skit-suh-free-ni-uh / skitse'fri:nie/ 


schizophrenic relating to schizophrenia 


skit-suh-fren-ik / skitse'frentk/ 

Schlegel, August Wilhelm von 
German poet 
ow-guust vil-helm fon shlay-guhl 
/ august ,vuhelm fon 'Slergel/ 

schlemiel stupid or unlucky person 
shluh-meel /fla'mi:1/ 

schlep haul 
shlep /Slep/ 

Schleswig-Holstein state, Germany 
shless-vig hol-styn / Slezvig ‘holstam/, 
Lfle:svi¢ ‘halftam] 

* Established anglicization. 

Schlick, Moritz German philosopher 
morr-its shlik / morits 'Sitk/ 

Schliemann, Heinrich German 
archaeologist 
hyn-rikh shlee-man /,hamri¢ 
‘Slizman/ 

schlimazel unlucky person 
shluh-moz-uhl /fle'mpzal/ 

schlock inferior goods or material 
shlok /flok/ 

Schmalkaldic League historical 
alliance 
shmal-kal-dik /Smal'kaldik/ 

schmaltz excessive sentimentality 
shmawilts /Sma:lts/ 

Schmeichel, Peter Danish footballer 
pay-duhr shmy-kuhl /,perda(r) 
‘Sfmarkal/ 

Schmidt-Cassegrain type of telescope 
shmit kass-uh-grayn / Smit 
‘Kasagrein/ 

schmooze talk cosily 
shmooz /Smu:zz/ 

schmuck contemptible person 
shmuk /Smak/ 

Schnabel, Artur German composer 
ar-toor shnah-buhl /,a:(r)tua(r) 
‘SJna:bal/ 

schnapps alcoholic drink 
shnaps /Snaps/ 

schnauzer breed of dog 
shnow-zuhr /‘Snauza(r)/ 


Less commonly also shnowt-suhr, a more 
German-sounding pronunciation. 


schnitzel thin slice of veal 


schizophrenia | Schwabisch Gmiind 


shnit-suhl /'fnitsel/ 

Schoenberg, Arnold Austrian-born 
American composer 
shoen-bairg /'Ja:nbe:(r)g/ 

scholasticism system of theology and 
philosophy 
skuh-last-iss-iz-uhm /ske'last1,stzem/ 

Scholl, Andreas German singer 
and-ray-ass shol /an,dretas ‘fol/ 

Sch6nbrunn palace in Vienna 
shoen-bruun /‘fa:nbron/ 

schooner sailing ship 
skoo-nuhr /‘sku:na(r)/ 

Schopenhauer, Arthur German 
philosopher 
ar-toor shoh-puhn-how-uhr 
/,a:(r)toa(r) 'Saupan,hava(r)/ 

schottische slow polka 
shot-eesh /Su'ti:f/ 

Schreiner, Olive South African novelist 
shry-nuhr /'‘Srama(r)/ 

Schréder, Gerhard German statesman 
gair-hart shroe-duhr /,ge:(ryha:(r)t 
‘fre:da(r)/ 

Schrédinger, Erwin Austrian 
theoretical physicist 
air-veen shroe-ding-uhr /e:(r)viin 
‘Sra:dina(r)/ 

schtum see shtum 

schtup see shtup 

Schubert, Franz Austrian composer 
frants shoo-buhrt / frants 'fu:ba(r)t/ 

Schulz, Charles American cartoonist 
shuults /fults/ 

Schumacher, Michael German racing 
driver 
shoo-mak-uhr /‘fu:maka(r)/, [,micael 
‘Su:maxe] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Schumann, Robert German composer 
rob-airt shoo-man /,rpbe:(r)t 'Ju:man/ 

schuss downhill run on skis 
shuuss /Sus/ 

Schiitz, Heinrich German composer 
hyn-rikh shuets / hamric¢ 'fyts/ 

schwa unstressed central vowel 
shwah /Swa:/ 

Schwaben sce Swabia 

Schwabisch Gmiind city, Germany 
shvay-bish gmuent /,Jverbif ‘gmynt/ 


Schwann, Theodor | Scylla 


Schwann, Theodor German 
physiologist 
tay-uh-dor shvan / terado:(r) ‘fvan/ 

Schwarzenegger, Arnold 
Austrian-born American actor 
shworts-uh-neg-uhr 
/'Swo:(r)tsa,nega(r)/, ['Svartsanege] 
Established anglicization. 

Schwarzkopf, Elisabeth German 
soprano 
ay-leez-uh-bet shvarts-kopf 
Jet li:zabet 'fva:(r)tskopf/ 

Schwarzschild type of black hole 
shvarts-shilt /‘fva:(r)ts, srlt/ 

Schwarzwald forest, Germany 
shvarts-valt /‘[va:(r)tsvalt/ 

Schweinfurt city, Germany 
shvyn-fuurt /‘Svamfuo(r)t/ 

Schweitzer, Albert German theologian 
al-bairt shvyt-suhr /,albe:(r)t 
‘Svaitsa(r)/ 

Schweiz see Switzerland 

Schweppes soft drinks manufacturers 
shweps /Sweps/ 

Schwerin city, Germany 
shverr-een /Sve'ri:n/ 

Schwyz city, Switzerland 
shveets /Svi:ts/ 

sciatic relating to the hip 
sy-at-ik /sar'atik/ 

Scilly Isles islands, UK 
sil-i /‘stli/ 

scimitar curved sword 
sim-it-uhr /‘srmita(r)/ 

scintilla tiny trace 
sin-til-uh /sin‘trla/ 

scintillate emit flashes of light 
sin-til-ayt /‘smntrlert/ 

scion young shoot or twig of a plant 
sy-uhn /‘saran/ 

Scipio Aemilianus Roman general 
skip-i-oh ee-mil-i-ah-nuhss / skipieo 
i:,mili‘ames/ 
¢ See LATIN panel. 

scirocco (also sirocco) wind 
sirr-ok-oh /sr'rokau/ 

scission action of cutting or being cut 
sish-uhn /‘s1fen/ 

sclera white outer layer of the eyeball 
skleer-uh /‘skliara/ 

sclerosis hardening of body tissue 
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skluh-roh-siss /skle'rausis/ 
sclerous hardened or bony 
skleer-uhss /‘skliaras/ 


scoliosis curvature of the spine 
skoh-li-oh-siss / skaul1'ausis/ 

Scone settlement, Scotland 
skoon /sku:n/ 


scone small cake 
skon /skon/ 


Equally commonly also skohn. 


scops owl small owl 
skops /skpps/ 
scordatura altering the normal tuning 
of a stringed instrument 
skor-duht-yoor-uh /,ska:(r)da'tjuera/ 
Scorsese, Martin American film 
director 
skor-say-zi /sko:(r)'se1zi/ 
scorzonera edible plant 
skor-zoh-neer-uh /,sko:(r)zau'ntere/ 
scoter diving duck 
skoh-tuhr /'skauta(r)/ 
Scouse Liverpudlian dialect 
skowss /skaus/ 
scramasax Anglo-Saxon knife 
skram-uh-saks /'skramasaks/ 
Scriabin, Aleksandr (also Skryabin) 
Russian composer 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr skri-ab-in 
/alek,sa:nda(r) skri'abm/ 
scrivener clerk or scribe 
skriv-uh-nuhr /'skrivena(r)/ 
scrofula disease 
skrof-yuul-uh /‘skrpfjola/ 
scuba aqualung 
skoo-buh /'sku:ba/ 
scullery small kitchen 
skul-uh-ri /'skaleri/ 
Scunthorpe town, England 
skun-thorp /'skan@o:(r)p/ 
scurrilous making scandalous claims 
skurr-il-uhss /'skartlas/ 
scutage money paid in lieu of military 
service 
skyoo-tuhj /‘skju:ted3/ 
Scutari former name for Uskiidar 
skoo-tar-i /sku:'ta:ri/ 
Seutum constellation 
skyoot-uhm /‘skju:tam/ 
Scylla Greek mythological monster 
sil-uh /’stla/ 
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Scythia ancient region of Europe 
sith-i-uh /‘s1dia/ 

seaborgium chemical element 
see-borg-i-uhm /si:'bo:(r)giam/ 

Seagal, Steven American actor 
see-gahl /si:'ga:1/ 

Sealyham breed of terrier 
see-li-uhm /‘si:liam/ 

Seanad upper House of Parliament in 
the Republic of Ireland 
shan-ad /‘fanad/, Irish ['sianod] 

seance meeting at which people attempt 
to contact the dead 
say-onss /‘serons/ 

Searle, Ronald English cartoonist 
surl /sa:(r)l/ 

Seat car manufacturers 
say-at /‘serat/ 

Seattle city, US 
si-at-uhl /si'atal/ 

sebaceous relating to oil or fat 
suh-bay-shuhss /sa‘berfos/ 

Sebastopol port, Ukraine; also called 
Sevastopol 
suh-bast-uh-puhl! /sa'bastapal/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

seborrhoea excessive discharge of 
sebum 
seb-uh-ree-uh / seba'ri:a/ 

sebum oily secretion 
see-buhm /'si:bam/ 

SECAM television broadcasting system 
see-kam /‘si:kam/ 

secant mathematical ratio 
see-kuhnt /‘si:zkont/ 

secateurs pruning clippers 
sek-uh-turz /,seka'ta:(r)z/ 

Secombe, Harry English actor 
see-kuhm /‘si:kam/ 

Seconal trademark barbiturate drug 
sek-uh-nal /‘sekanal/ 

second transfer temporarily to another 
position 
suh-kond /sa'kond/ 

secretaire small writing desk 
sek-ruh-tair / sekra'te:(r)/ 

secretariat permanent administrative 
office 
sek-ruh-tair-i-uht /,sekra'te:riet/ 

secrete produce and discharge a 
substance 


Scythia | Seine 


suh-kreet /sa'kri:t/ 

secular not religious 
sek-yuul-uhr /‘sekjula(r)/ 

Securitate Romanian internal security 
force 
suhk-yoor-it-ah-tay /sa,kjuarr'ta:te1/ 

Sedaka, Neil American singer 
suh-dah-kuh /sa‘da:ka/ 

sedan enclosed carrying chair 
suh-dan /sa’dan/ 

sedentary tending to spend much time 
seated 
sed-uhn-tuh-ri /‘sedantari/ 

Sedaris, David American writer 
suh-dair-iss /sa'de:ris/ 

Seder Jewish ceremonial dinner 
say-duhr /‘serda(r)/ 

Sedna Inuit goddess 
sed-nuh /‘sedna/ 

sedulous showing dedication 
sed-yuul-uhss /'sedjules/ 

Sefer Hebrew religious texts 
say-fuhr /‘setfa(r)/ 

Segovia city, Spain 
seg-oh-vi-uh /se'gauvia/, [se'yoBja] 

Segovia, Andrés Spanish guitarist and 
composer 
and-rayss seg-oh-vi-uh /an'drets 
se'gauvie/, [se'yoBja]} 

segue move from one thing to another 
seg-way /‘segwet/ 

Segundo, Compay Cuban guitarist 
kom-py seg-uun-doh /kom,par 
se'gundau/ 

Seguridad Spanish security service 
seg-oor-id-ad /se,guart'dad/, 
[se,yuri'dad} 

Sehnsucht yearning 
zayn-zuukht /'zernzuxt/ 

seicento 17th century 
say-chen-toh /ser'tfentau/ 

Seierstad, Asne Norwegian writer 
awss-nuh say-uhr-stah /,o:sne 
‘sera(r)sta:/ 

seigneur feudal lord 
say-nyur /ser'nja:(r)/ 

Seikan underwater tunnel, Japan 
say-kan /'serkan/ 

Seiko watch manufacturers 
say-koh /'serkau/ 

Seine river, France 
sen /sen/ 


Seinfeld, Jerry | Senedd 


Seinfeld, Jerry American comedian 
syn-feld /‘samnfeld/ 

seisin (also seizin) possession of land by 
freehold 
see-zin /‘si:zin/ 

Sei Shonagon Japanese writer 
say shoh-nag-on /,se1 fau'nagon/ 

seismic relating to earthquakes 
syz-mik /'sarzmik/ 

sei whale 
say /set/ 

sejant heraldic term 
see-juhnt /‘si:djant/ 

Sekhmet Egyptian goddess 
sek-met /‘sekmet/ 

Sekt German sparkling white wine 
zekt /zekt/ 

Selangor state, Malaysia 
suh-lang-uhr /sa'lana(r)/ 

Selassie, Haile Ethiopian emperor 
hy-li suh-lass-i /harli so'lasi/ 

Selene Greek goddess 
suh-lee-ni /sa'li:ni/ 

selenium chemical element 
suh-lee-ni-uhm /sa'li:niam/ 

selenology scientific study of the moon 
sel-in-ol-uh-ji /,selr'nvlad3i/ 

Sele, Monika Yugoslav-born American 
tennis player 
mon-ik-uh sel-ez / montka 'selez/ 
* This is her own preferred anglicization. 

Seleucid ancient Syrian dynasty 
sil-oo-sid /sr'lu:sid/ 

self-aggrandizement process of 
promoting oneself 
self uh-grand-iz-muhnt /self 
o’grandizment/ 

Seljuk ancient Turkish dynasty 
sel-jook /'seldzu:k/ 

Selkirk, Alexander Scottish sailor 
sel-kurk /'selka:(r)k/ 

Selous, Frederick English explorer 
suh-loo /so'lu:/ 

seltzer soda water 
selt-suhr /‘seltsa(r)/ 

selvedge edge produced on woven fabric 
sel-vuhj /‘selved3/ 

Selye, Hans Austrian-born Canadian 
physician 
hanss sel-yay /,hans ‘seljet/ 
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Selznick, David O. American film 
producer 
selz-nik /‘selznik/ 

Semarang port, Indonesia 
suh-mah-rang /sa'ma:ran/ 

Semei (also Semey) city, Kazakhstan 
suh-may /sa’met/ 

Semele Greek goddess 
sem-uh-li /‘semali/ 

semibreve musical note 
sem-i-breev /'semibri:v/ 

Sémillon white wine grape 
sem-ee-yo(ng) /‘semi:j6/ 

seminary training college for priests or 
rabbis 
sem-in-uh-ri /‘semmari/ 

Seminole American Indian ethnic group 
sem-in-ohl /'‘semmmavl/ 

semiotics study of signs and symbols 
sem-i-ot-iks / semi'ptiks/ 
Less commonly also see-mi-ot-iks. 


Semiramis Greek mythological 
character 
suh-mirr-uh-miss /sa'miramis/ 
Semitic family of languages 
suh-mit-ik /sa'mitrk/ 
Semmelweis, Ignaz Hungarian 
obstetrician 
ig-nats zem-uhl-vyss /,1gnats 
‘zemalvals/ 
semper fidelis ‘always faithful’ (Latin) 
sem-puhr fid-ay-liss /sempa(r) 
fi'deilis/ 
sempiternal eternal and unchanging 
sem-pi-tur-nuhl /,sempr'ta:(r)nal/ 
semplice musical term 
sem-plee-chay /'sempli:tJer/ 
sempre musical term 
sem-pray /'semprel/ 
Sen, Amartya Indian economist 
uh-mart-yuh sen /a,ma:(r)tja 'sen/ 
Senanayake, Don Stephen Sinhalese 
statesman 
sen-uh-ny-uh-kuh /,seno’nataka/ 
Sendai city, Japan 
sen-dy /sen'dar/ 
Seneca Roman statesman 
sen-ek-uh /'seneka/ 
Senedd Welsh parliament 
sen-eth /‘sensd/ 
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Senegal country 
sen-uh-gawl /,sena‘ga:1/ 

senescence deterioration with age 
suh-ness-uhnss /sa'nesans/ 

seneschal steward of a medieval great 
house 
sen-uh-shuhl /‘senafal/ 

senhor pl. senhores Portuguese title for a 
man 
sen-yor, pl. sen-yor-uush /sen'ja:(r)/, 
pl. /-rof/ 

senhora Portuguese title for a woman 
sen-yaw-ruh /sen'jo:ra/ 

senhorita Portuguese title for a young 
woman 
sen-yuh-ree-tuh / senja'ri:ta/ 

Senkaku islands, East China sea 
sen-kak-oo /'senkaku:/ 

Senna, Ayrton Brazilian racing driver 
ah-eer-tuhn sen-uh /a:,1a(r)tan ‘sena/ 

sefior pl. sefiores Spanish title for a man 
sen-yor, pl. sen-yor-ayss /se'njo:(r)/, pl. 
/-rers/ 

sefiora Spanish title for a woman 
sen-yaw-ruh /se’njo:ra/ 

senorita Spanish title for a young 
woman 
sen-yuh-ree-tuh /,senja'ri:ta/ 

sensei ‘teacher’ (Japanese) 
sen-Say /sen'se1/ 

sentient able to perceive things 
sen-ti-uhnt /‘sentiant/ 


Sometimes also sen-shuhnt. 


Sentamu, John English archbishop 
sent-uh-moo /'sentomu:/ 

Seoul capital of South Korea 
sohl /saul/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 

sepal part of a flower 
sep-uhl /'sepal/ 

Sephardi p|. Sephardim Jew of Spanish 
or Portuguese descent 
sef-ar-di, pl. sef-ar-dim /se‘fa:(r)di/, pl. 
/-dim/ 

sephira pl. sephiroth attribute in 
Hebrew mythology 
sef-irr-ah, pl. sef-irr-oht /‘sefira:/, pl. 
/'sefiraut/ 

sepia brown colour 
see-pi-uh /'si:pia/ 

seppuku ritual suicide 


Senegal | sergeant 


sep-uh-koo /‘sepaku:/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

septcentenary 700th anniversary 
sept-sen-tee-nuh-ri /septsen'ti:nari/ 
Commonly also sept-sen-ten-uh-ri. 


septicaemia blood poisoning 
sep-tiss-ee-mi-uh / septi'si:mia/ 
Septuagesima Sunday before 
Sexagesima 
sept-yoo-uh-jess-im-uh 
/,septjue'dzesima/ 
sepulchral relating to a tomb 
suh-pul-kruhl /sa'palkral/ 
sepulchre stone monument 
sep-uhl-kuhr /’sepalka(r)/ 
sequential forming or following in a 
logical order or sequence 
suh-kwen-shuhl /sa'kwenJal/ 
sequester isolate or hide away 
suh-kwest-uhr /sa'kwesta(r)/ 
sequestrate take legal possession of 
see-kwuh-strayt /'si:kwastreit/ 
sequoia redwood tree 
suh-kwoy-uh /sa'kwot1e/ 
Serafinowicz, Peter English comedian 
serr-uh-fin-uh-wits /sera'finawits/ 
seraglio women’s apartments in a 
Muslim palace 
serr-ah-li-oh /se'ra:liau/ 
Seraing town, Belgium 
suh-ra(ng) /sa'ré/ 
serape (also sarape) shawl 
suh-rah-pay /sa'ra:per/ 
seraph pl. seraphim angelic being 
serr-uhf, pl. serr-uhf-im /'seraf/, pl. 
/-fim/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
seraphic angelic 
suh-raf-ik /sa'rafik/ 
Serapis Egyptian god 
suh-rap-iss /sa'rapis/ 
Seremban city, Malaysia 
suh-rem-buhn /sa'remban/ 
serendipity happy chance 
serr-uhn-dip-it-i /,seran'drpiti/ 
Serengeti plain in Tanzania 
serr-en-get-i /seren'geti/ 
Sereny, Gitta English sociologist 
gee-tuh suh-ree-ni /,gi:ta sa'ri:ni/ 
sergeant army rank 
sar-juhnt /'sa:(r)d3ant/ 


Sergipe | sexcentenary 


Sergipe state, Brazil 
sair-zhee-pi /se:(r)'3i:pi/ 
serif projection finishing off a stroke of a 
letter 
serr-if /‘serif/ 
Serota, Nicholas English curator 
suh-roh-tuh /sa'ravta/ 
serotine bat 
serr-uh-teen /'serati:n/ 
serotonin chemical compound 
serr-uh-toh-nin / sera'taunin/ 
Seroxat trademark antidepressant drug 
suh-rok-sat /sa'roksat/ 
Serpens constellation 
sur-puhnz /'sa:(r)panz/ 
serpentine like a snake 
sur-puhn-tyn /'sa:(r)pontam/ 
SERPS State Earnings-Related Pension 
Scheme 
surps /sa:(r)ps/ 
Serraillier, lan English author 
suh-ral-i-ay /sa'ralie1/ 
Serse sec Xerxes 
serum pl. sera liquid in blood 
seer-uhm, pl. seer-uh /'sraram/, pl. 
[-ra/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
serval African wild cat 
sur-vuhl /'sa:(r)val/ 
sesame edible seed 
sess-uh-mi /'sesami/ 
Sesotho language of Lesotho 
sess-00-too /se'su:tu:/ 
sesquialtera denoting a ratio of 3:2 
sesk-wi-alt-uh-ruh /,seskwi'altara/ 
sesquicentenary 150th anniversary 
sesk-wi-sen-tee-nuh-ri 
/ seskwisen'ti:nari/ 
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‘The French name is Sestriéres, pronounced 
sest-ri-air. 


Seth, Vikram Indian novelist and poet 
vik-ruhm sayt /,vikram ‘se1t/ 
Seth Egyptian god 
seth /se6/ 
Setswana language, Africa 
set-swah-nuh /se'tswa:na/ 
Setubal port, Portugal 
suh-too-buhl /sa'tu:bal/ 
Seurat, Georges Pierre French 
painter 
zhorzh soe-rah /,30:(r)3 so'ra:/ 
Sevastopol port, Ukraine; also called 
Sebastopol 
suh-vast-uh-puhl /sa'vastapal/, 
[s*1va'stopal}] 
* Established anglicization. 
Severnaya Zemlya islands, Arctic 
Ocean 
syay-vuhr-nuh-yuh zuhm-lyah 
/ sjerva(r)naje zam'lja:/ 
Severodvinsk port, Russia 
syay-vuh-ruh-dvinsk 
/ sjetvere'dvinsk/ 
Seville city, Spain 
suh-vil /sa'vil/ 
Established anglicization. The Spanish 
name is Sevilla, pronounced say-veel-yuh 


(se'Bifa]. 


Sevres type of fine porcelain 
sev-ruh /‘sevra/ 

sevruga sturgeon fished for its caviar 
sev-roo-guh /sev'ru:go/ 

sewage waste water and excrement 
soo-ij /‘su:id3/ 


Less commonly syoo-ij. 


Commonly also sesk-wi-sen-ten-uh-ri. 


sesterce pl. sesterces ancient Roman 
coin 
sest-urss, pl. sest-ur-seez /'sesta:(r)s/, 
pl. /se'sta:(r)si:z/ 
sestertius pl. sestertii ancient Roman 
coin (Latin name) 
sest-ur-shuhss, pl. sest-ur-shi-y 
/se'sta:(r)fas/, pl. /-'sta:(r)Siat/ 
sestina poetic form 
sest-ee-nuh /se'sti:na/ 
Sestriere resort, Italy 
sest-ri-air-ay /sestri'e:rer/ 


Seward, Anna English poet 
see-wuhrd /‘si:wa(r)d/ 


sewer underground conduit 
soo-uhr /‘su:a(r)/ 


Less commonly syoo-uhr. 


sewin (also sewen) sea trout 
syoo-in /‘sju:in/ 
Sexagesima Sunday before 
Quinquagesima 
sek-suh-jess-im-uh /,seksa‘d3estma/ 
sexcentenary 600th anniversary 
sek-sen-tee-nuh-ri /,seksen'ti:nari/ 
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Commonly also sek-sen-ten-uh-ri. 


Sextans constellation 
sek-stuhnz /'sekstanz/ 
sextant instrument 
seks-tuhnt /‘sekstant/ 
sextuplet each of six children born at 
one birth 
seks-tyoop-luht /seks'tju:plat/ 


Commonly also seks-tup-luht or 
seks-tyuup-luht. 


Seychelles country 
say-shelz /ser'Selz/ 

Seychellois native of the Seychelles 
say-shel-wah /serfel'wa:/ 

Seyfert type of galaxy 
say-fuhrt /‘seifa:(r)t/ 

Seymour, Jane third wife of Henry VIIT 
see-mor /'sizmo:(r)/ 

Sezession avant-garde art movement 
zayt-sess-yohn /,zeitses'jaon/ 

Sfax port, Tunisia 
sfaks /sfaks/ 

sforzando musical term 
sfor-tsan-doh /sfo:(r)'tsandau/ 

sgraffito pl. sgraffiti decoration made by 
scratching 
sgraf-ee-toh, pl. sgraf-ee-ti 
/sgra'fi:tau/, pl. /-ti/ 

Shaanxi province, China 
shahn-shee /Sa:n'fi:/ 

Shabaka Egyptian pharaoh 
shab-uh-kuh /‘Sabaka/ 

shabbaba musical instrument 
shuh-bab-uh /fa'baba/ 

Shabbat Sabbath (Hebrew) 
shab-at /fa'bat/ 

Shabbos (also Shabbes) Sabbath 
(Yiddish) 
shab-uhss /‘Sabos/ 

shabu-shabu Japanese beef dish 
shab-oo shab-oo / Sabu: ‘fabu:/ 

shadchan (also shadkhan) pl. 
shadchanim Jewish marriage broker 
shad-khuhn, pl. shad-khuhn-im 
/'‘Sadxon/, pl. /‘Sadxenim/ 

Shadjareh, Massood Iranian chairman 
of Islamic Human Rights Commission 
muh-sood shah-juh-ruh /ma,su:d 
‘Ja:dgera/ 

shadoof pole with a bucket used for 


Sextans | shaman 


raising water 
shuh-doof /Sa'du:f/ 
Shaffer, Peter and Anthony English 
playwrights 
shaf-uhr /‘Safa(r)/ 
Shaftesbury, Earl of English 
philanthropist 
shahfts-buh-ri /'Sa:ftsbari/ 
shagreen sharkskin 
shag-reen /fa'gri:n/ 
shah title of the former monarch of Iran 
shah /Ja:/ 
shahada (also shahadah) Muslim 
profession of faith 
shuh-hah-duh /fa‘ha:da/ 
Shah Alam city, Malaysia 
shah ah-luhm / fa: ‘a:lom/ 
shahid (also shaheed) Muslim martyr 
shuh-heed /Sa‘hi:d/ 
Shaik, Schabir South African 
businessman 
shab-eer shayk /fa,bra(r) ‘Serk/ 
Shaitan (also Shaytan) the Devil in 
Islam 
shay-tahn /fer'ta:n/ 
Shaka (also Chaka) Zulu chief 
shak-uh /'Saka/ 
Shakhty city, Russia 
shahkh-ti /‘fa:xti/ 
Shakti Hindu feminine expression of the 
divine 
shuk-tee /*Sakti:/ 
shakuhachi bamboo flute 
shak-uu-hatch-i / faku'hatSi/ 
Shakur, Tupac American rap artist 
too-pak shak-oor /,tu:pak fa'kua(r)/ 
shallot onion-like vegetable 
shuh-lot /fa'lot/ 
Shalmaneser ancient king of Assyria 
shal-muh-nee-zuhr / falma‘ni:za(r)/ 
shalom ‘peace’ (Hebrew) 
shuh-lom /fa'lom/ 
shalwar loose, pleated trousers; also 
called salwar 
shul-war /fal'wa:(r)/ 
shaman person regarded as having 
access to the spirit world 
sham-uhn /‘Samon/ 
Common!y also shay-muhn. 


Shamir, Yitzhak | Shelob 


Shamir, Yitzhak Israeli statesman 
yits-hahk sham-eer /jrts,ha:k 
Sa'mia(r)/ 

shamisen see samisen 

Shan Chinese and Burmese ethnic group 
shahn /Sa:n/ 

Shandong province, China 
shan-duung /,fan'don/ 

Shanghai city, China 
shang-hy /,fan'ha1/ 

Shango religious cult 
shang-goh /'Sangau/ 

Shangri-La Tibetan utopia 
shang-gri-lah / fangri'la:/ 

Shankar, Ravi Indian sitar player 
ruv-i shunk-uhr / ravi ‘Sanka(r)/ 

Shantou port, China 
shan-toh /Jan'tau/ 

shantung silk fabric 
shan-tung /San‘tan/ 

Shanxi province, China 
shan-shee / fan'fi:/ 

shapka Russian fur hat 
shap-kuh /'Sapka/ 

sharara loose pleated trousers 
shuh-rar-uh /fa'ra:ra/ 

sharia (also shariah) Islamic canonical 
law 
shuh-ree-uh /fa'ri:e/ 

Sharif, Nawaz Pakistani statesman 
nuh-wahz shuh-reef /na,wa:z Sa'ri:f/ 

Sharif, Omar Egyptian actor 
oh-mar shuh-reef /,a0ma:(r) fa'ri:f/ 

Sharjah state, United Arab Emirates 
shar-juh /'Sa:(r)d3a/ 

Sharma, Shankar Dayal Indian 
statesman 
shunk-uhr dy-ul shar-muh /,faka(r) 
daz,al 'fa:(r)ma/ 

Sharm el-Sheikh resort, Egypt 
sharm uhl shayk / fa:(r)m al ‘ferk/ 

Sharon plain, Israel 
shair-uhn /‘Se:ran/ 

Sharon, Ariel Israeli statesman 
arr-i-el shuh-ron /ari,el fa'ron/ 

sharon fruit persimmon 
shair-uhn /‘Se:ran/ 

Shar Pei breed of dog 
shar pay /,fa:(r) ‘per/ 

shashlik mutton kebab 
shash-lik /‘Saflik/ 
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Shatt al-Arab river, Asia 
shut uh! arr-uhb / Sat al ‘arab/ 
Shavian relating to George Bernard 
Shaw 
shay-vi-uhn /‘fervien/ 
Shavuoth (also Shavuot) Jewish festival 
shah-voo-ot /Sa:vu'pt/ 
Commonly also shuh-voo-uhss, a Yiddish 
pronunciation. 


Shaytan see Shaitan 


Shea stadium in New York 
shay /Ser/ 

shea nut-bearing tree 
shee-uh /'fi:o/ 

sheading administrative division of the 
Isle of Man 
shee-ding /‘Si:diy/ 

Sheaffer American pen manufacturers 
shay-fuhr /‘Serfa(r)/ 

Sheba biblical place name 
shee-buh /'fi:ba/ 

shebang matter or set of circumstances 
shuh-bang /Sa'ban/ 

shebeen unlicensed establishment 
selling alcohol 
shuh-been /fa'bi:n/ 

Sheela-na-gig medieval stone female 


figure 
shee-juh nuh gig /,fi:la na ‘gig/ 


sheikh (also sheik) Arab leader 
shayk /ferk/ 


Established anglicization. The more 
Arabic-sounding pronunciation shaykh is 
also sometimes used. Less commonly also 
sheek. 


sheitel wig worn by a Jewish woman 
shay-tuhl /‘fertal/ 

shekel currency unit, Israel 
shek-uhl /’Sekal/ 

Shekinah (also Shekhinah) Jewish 
symbol 
shuh-ky-nuh /S1'kamna/ 

shellac resin melted into thin flakes 
shuh-lak /fa'lak/ 

Shelley, Percy Bysshe English poet 
bish shel-i /,b1f '‘Seli/ 

Shelob spider in The Lord of the Rings 
shee-lob /'Si:lob/ 
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Shenandoah river, US 
shen-uhn-doh-uh / fenen'daua/ 

shenanigans secret activity 
shuh-nan-ig-uhnz /finanigenz/ 

sheng Chinese musical instrument 
shung /San/ 

Shenyang city, China 
shuhn-yahng /,fan’ja:n/ 

Shenzhen city, China 
shuhn-juhn /,fen'dzen/ 

Shenzhou Chinese spacecraft 
shuhn-joh /,fan'd3a0/ 

Sheol Jewish underworld 
shee-ohl /‘fi:aul/ 

Sher, Anthony English actor 
shur /'‘Sa:(r)/ 

Sheraton, Thomas English 
furniture-maker 
sherr-uh-tuhn /‘feratan/ 

’s-Hertogenbosch city, Netherlands 
sair-toh-khuhn-boss 
/,se:(r)tavxen'bps/ 

sherwani knee-length man’s coat 
shur-wah-ni /fa:(r)'wa:ni/ 

Shevardnadze, Eduard Soviet 
statesman 
ed-wuhrd shuh-vuhrd-nahd-zuh 
/ edwa(r)d Java(r)d'na:dza/ 

Shia (also Shi’a) branch of Islam 
shee-uh /'Si:a/ 

shiatsu Japanese massage therapy 
shi-at-soo /Si'atsu:/ 

shibboleth distinctive custom 
shib-uh-leth /‘Stbale6/ 

Shibuya district of Tokyo 
shib-oo-yuh /Si'bu:ja/ 

shidduch Jewish arranged marriage 
shid-uhkh /'Sidax/ 

shih-tzu breed of dog 
shit-soo /fi'tsu:/ 

shiitake mushroom 
shit-ah-kay /fr'ta:ker/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

Shiite (also Shi'ite) adherent of the Shia 
branch of Islam 
shee-yt /‘Si:att/ 

Shijiazhuang city, China 
shuh-ji-ah-jwahng /Sed3ia:'d3wa:n/ 

shikhara (also shikara) spire on a 
Hindu temple 
shik-ar-uh /fi'ka:ra/ 


Shenandoah | Shoah 


Shikoku island, Japan 
shik-oh-koo /Sr'keuku:/ 

shiksa non-Jewish woman 
shik-suh /fikso/ 

shillelagh thick stick 
shil-ay-li /Sr'lerli/ 

Shillong city, India 
shil-ong /Sr'lon/ 

Shilluk African ethnic group 
shil-uuk /Svluk/ 

Shiloh, Battle of American civil war 
battle 
shy-loh /‘fatlau/ 

Shimano bicycle component 
manufacturers 
shim-ah-noh /Ji1'‘ma:nau/ 

Shin Bet (also Shin Beth) security 
service of Israel 
shin bet /fin ‘bet/ 

Shinkansen Japanese high speed 
railway 
shin-kan-sen /‘Sinkan,sen/ 

Shinola US trademark brand of boot polish 
shy-noh-luh /Sarnavla/ 

Shinto Japanese religion 
shin-toh /‘Sintav/ 

Shiraz city, Iran 
sheer-az /S1e'raz/ 

Shiraz black wine grape 
shirr-az /Sr'raz/ 

shire county 
shy-uhr /‘fara(r)/ 
This is the pronunciation for the word in 
isolation or in phrases such as ‘shire horse’. 
As a suffix, e.g. in Lancashire or Cheshire, 


the pronunciation is much reduced to 
-shuhr or, less commonly, -sheer. 


Shiva (also Siva) Hindu god 
shee-vuh /'fi:va/ 
shiva (also shivah) Jewish period of 
mourning 
shiv-uh /‘frva/ 
Shiv Sena Hindu nationalist 
organization 
shiv say-nuh /,Jiv 'sema/ 
Shizuoka city, Japan 
shiz-oo-oh-kuh / fizu:‘auka/ 
Shkodér city, Albania 
shkoh-duhr /'[keuda(r)/ 
Shoah Holocaust 
shoh-uh /'‘Saua/ 


Shoemaker-Levy | Siddhartha Gotama 


Shoemaker-Levy comet 
shoo-may-kuhr lee-vi /,fu:metka(r) 
‘li:vi/ 

shofar ram’s-horn trumpet used in 
Jewish ceremonies 
shoh-fuhr /‘Saufa(r)/ 

shogun hereditary commander-in-chief 
in feudal Japan 
shoh-guun /‘Saugun/ 

shoji sliding screen door 
shoh-ji /‘Saud3i/ 

Sholapur city, India 
shoh-luh-poor / faule'pua(r)/ 

Shona African ethnic group 
shoh-nuh /'fauna/ 

shoogly unsteady (Scottish) 
shuug-li /‘Sugli/ 

Shorinji Kempo martial art 
shuh-rin-ji kem-poh /fa,rmd3i 
‘kempau/ 

Shoshone American Indian ethnic group 
shuh-shoh-ni /fa'Jauni/ 

Shostakovich, Dmitri Russian 
composer 
duh-meet-ri shost-uh-koh-vitch 
/damitri foste'kaovits/ 

Shotokan style of karate 
shoh-toh-kan /'fautaukan/ 

Showalter, Elaine American writer 
shoh-wawl-tuhr /‘fauwo:lta(r)/ 

shoyu Japanese soy sauce 
shoh-yoo /'‘fauju:/ 

Shreveport city, US 
shreev-port /‘Sri:vpo:(r)t/ 

Shrewsbury town, England 
shrohz-buh-ri /‘Srouzberi/ 


Equally commonly shrooz-buh-ri. Both 
pronunciations are used in the town. 


Shri (also Sri) Indian title of respect 
shree /Sri:/ 

shrimati Indian title of respect for a 
woman 
shree-mut-i /‘Srizmati/ 

Shriner member of a US charitable 
society 
shry-nuhr /‘fraina(r)/ 

shtetl pl. shtetlach small Jewish town in 
eastern Europe 
shtet-uhl, pl. shtet-lakh /‘ftetal/, pl. 
/'Stetlax/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
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shtum (also schtum) silent 
shtuum /Stom/ 

shtup (also schtup) have sexual 
intercourse with 
shtuup /Stup/ 

shubunkin goldfish 
shuub-unk-in /Su’bankm/ 

shufti look or reconnoitre 
shuuf-ti /‘Sufti/ 

Shugiin Japanese parliament 
shoo-gee-in /'Su:gi:in/ 

shul synagogue 
shool /fu:l/ 

Shumen city, Bulgaria 
shoo-muhn /‘Su:mon/ 

shura Islamic council 
shoor-uh /'Suare/ 

shuriken weapon in the form of a star 
shoor-ik-en /‘Suartken/ 

Siachen Glacier glacier, India 
see-uh-chen /‘si:atfen/ 

Sialkot city, Pakistan 
si-ahl-koht /si'a:lkaut/ 

Siam former name for Thailand 
sy-am /sar'am/ 

Sibelius, Jean Finnish composer 
zhah(ng) sib-ay-li-uhss /,34 st'berlias/ 

Sibenik city, Croatia 
shee-buh-nik /‘Si:bantk/ 

Sibiu city, Romania 
sib-yoo /si'bju:/ 

sibyl woman prophet 
sib-il /‘stb1l/ 

Sibneft Russian oil company 
sib-nyeft /sib'njeft/ 

sic ‘thus’ (Latin) 
sik /stk/ 

Sichuan province, China 
suh-chwan /so'tSwan/ 

* See also Szechuan. 

Sickert, Walter English painter 
sik-uhrt /‘stka(r)t/ 

Siddhartha Gautama founder of 
Buddhism; also called Siddhartha 
Gotama 
sid-ar-tuh gow-tuh-muh /s1r,da:(r)ta 
‘gauteme/ 

Siddhartha Gotama founder of 
Buddhism; also called Siddhartha 
Gautama 
sid-ar-tuh goh-tuh-muh /si,da:(r)ta 
‘gootema/ 
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siddhi complete understanding 
sid-i /'sidi/ 

sidereal of the distant stars 
sy-deer-i-uhl /sar‘diarial/ 

Sidhe Irish mythological fairy people 
shee /fSi:/ 

Sidi bel Abbés town, Algeria 
sid-i bel uh-bess / sidi bel a‘bes/ 

Sidi bou Said town, Tunisia 
sid-i boo suh-eed / sidi bu: sa‘i:d/ 

Sidon city, Lebanon 
sy-duhn /‘saiden/ 

Sidra inlet, Libya; also called Sirte 
sid-ruh /‘stdroa/ 

Siebengebirge range of hills, Germany 
zee-buhn-guh-beer-guh 
/‘zi:banga,bie(r)ga/ 

Siegessavle column, Berlin 
zee-guhss-zoy-luh /'zi:gaszoila/ 

Siegfried Wagnerian character and hero 
of the Nibelungenlied 
seeg-freed /‘si:gfri:d/, German 
CUzi:kfri:t] 

* Established anglicization. 

Sieg Heil Nazi victory salute 
zeek hyl /,zi:k ‘harl/ 

Sieglinde Wagnerian character 
zeek-lin-duh /zi:k'linda/ 

Siegmund Wagnerian character 
zeek-muunt /'zi:kmont/ 

Siemens German family of scientists 
zee-muhnss /‘zi:mans/ 


The name of the company founded by the 
family is usually anglicized to see-muhnz. 


siemens SI unit of conductance 
see-muhnz /'si:manz/ 

Siem Reap city, Cambodia 
syem ryahp /sjem 'rja:p/ 

Siena city, Italy 
si-en-uh /si'ena/ 

sierra jagged mountain chain 
si-air-uh /si'e:ra/ 
Commonly also si-err-uh. 


Sierra Leone country 
st-err-uh li-ohn /si,era li'aun/ 

Sierra Madre mountain range, Mexico 
si-err-uh mah-dray /si,era ‘ma:dret/, 
Spanish [,sjera 'maére] 

* Established anglicization. 
Sierra Nevada mountain range, Spain 


siddhi | Silesia 


si-err-uh nuh-vah-duh /si,era 
ne'va:da/, [,sjera ne‘Bada] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
siesta afternoon nap 
si-est-uh /si'esta/ 
sievert SI unit of dose equivalent 
see-vuhrt /'si:va(r)t/ 
sigil magical symbol 
sij-il /std311/ 
Sigisoara town, Romania 
sig-ish-war-uh /sigiS‘wa:ra/ 
sigma letter of the Greek alphabet 
sig-muh /‘sigma/ 
sigmoidoscopy examination of the 
colon 
sig-moy-dosk-uh-pi /,sigmar'dvskapi/ 
Signac, Paul French painter 
pol seen-yak / pol si:'njak/ 
signatory party that has signed an 
agreement 
sig-nuh-tuh-ri /‘signatari/ 
signor pl. signori Italian title for a man 
seen-yor, pl. seen-yor-i /'si:njo:(r)/, pl. 
/-nja:ri/ 
signora Italian title for a woman 
seen-yor-uh /si:'nja:ra/ 
signorina Italian title for a young 
woman 
seen-yuh-ree-nuh /,simja'ri:na/ 
Sigur Ros Icelandic rock band 
see-guhr rohss /si:ga(r) 'raus/ 
Sihanouk, Norodom Cambodian 
statesman 
norr-uh-dom see-uh-nuuk /nora,dom 
si:a'nuk/ 
Sikhism religion 
seek-iz-uhm /’si:kizom/ 
Sikkim state, India 
sik-im /'stkim/ 
Sikorsky, Igor Russian-American 
aircraft designer 
ee-gor sik-or-ski /,i:go:(r) s1’ko:(r)ski/ 
silage compacted fodder 
sy-lij /‘satlid3/ 
Sildenafil trademark drug 
sil-den-uh-fil /s1l'denafil/ 
Silenus Greek god 
sy-lee-nuhss /sar'li:nas/ 
Silesia region, Europe 
sy-lee-zi-uh /sar'li:zia/ 


silhouette | Singspiel 


This region is mostly in Poland. The Polish 
name is Slask, pronounced shlo(ng)sk. 


silhouette dark shape 
sil-oo-et /,stlu'st/ 

silicon chemical element 
sil-ik-uhn /‘stliken/ 

silicone synthetic material 
sil-ik-ohn /‘silikeun/ 

silo tower used to store grain 
sy-loh /‘sarlau/ 

Siloam biblical poo! near Jerusalem 
sy-loh-uhm /sar'lavem/ 

Silurian geological era 
sy-lyoor-i-uhn /sar'ljuarian/ 

Silvanus Roman god 
sil-vah-nuhss /s1I'va:nas/ 

Silverstein, Shel American cartoonist 
shel sil-vuhr-steen / fel ‘stlva(r)sti:n/ 

Simbirsk city, Russia 
sim-beersk /s1m'bia(r)sk/ 

Simenon, Georges Belgian novelist 
zhorzh see-muh-no(ng) /,30:(r)3 
si:zma'n3/ 

Simeon Hebrew patriarch 
sim-i-uhn /'srmian/ 

Simeon Stylites, St Syrian monk 
sty-ly-teez /star'laiti:z/ 

Simferopol city, Ukraine 
seem-fuh-rop-uhl /,si:mfa'rppel/ 

simian relating to apes or monkeys 
sim-i-uhn /‘srmian/ 

simile figure of speech 
sim-il-i /’simtli/ 

Simla city, India 
sim-luh /‘stmla/ 

simnel cake fruit cake eaten at Easter 
sim-nuhl /'stmnal/ 

Simon Boccanegra opera by Verdi 
see-mon bok-uh-nay-gruh /si:,:mpn 
boke‘neigra/ 

Simonides Greek lyric poet 
sy-mon-id-eez /sar'monidi:z/ 

simony buying or selling of ecclesiastical 
privileges 
sy-muh-ni /‘satmani/ 

simpatico likeable 
sim-pat-ik-oh /snm'patikau/ 

Simplon pass, Switzerland 
simp-lon /‘simplon/ 

simulacrum pl. simulacra 
representation of something 
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sim-yuul-ay-kruhm, pl. 
sim-yuul-ay-kruh /,stmjo'lerkram/, pl. 
/-kra/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
simurg mythical bird 
sim-urg /si'ma:(r)g/ 
simvastatin drug 
sim-vuh-stat-in /stmva'statin/ 
Sinai peninsula, Egypt 
sy-ny /'samat/ 
Sinaloa state, Mexico 
see-nuh-loh-uh / si:na'laua/ 
Sinatra, Frank American singer 
sin-ah-truh /si'na:tra/ 
Sinclair, Clive English engineer 
sink-lair /'sinkle:(r)/ 
sine trigonometric function 
syn /sain/ 
sinecure position requiring little work 
sin-uh-kyoor /'smakjua(r)/ 
Less commonly also syn-uh-kyoor. 


sine die with no appointed date for 
resumption (Latin) 
see-nay dee-ay /,si:net ‘di:e1/ 

sine qua non essential condition (Latin) 
sin-ay kwah non /,sinei kwa: ‘non/ 


Commonly also other pronunciations such 
as sin-i kwah nohn; see Latin panel. 


sinfonia symphony; also the name of a 
London-based orchestra. 
sin-foh-ni-uh /sm‘faunie/ 

Established anglicization. The Italian 
pronunciation, however, is sin-fon-ee-uh, 
which is less commonly also used. 


sinfonietta short symphony 
sin-foh-ni-et-uh /,smfauni'eta/ 
Singapore country 
sing-uh-por /,sine'po:(r)/ 
Singh, Manmohan Indian prime 
minister 
mun-moh-hun sing /man,mashan 
‘sin/ 
The first name is commonly also 
pronounced mun-moh-hun by Hindi 


speakers. 


Singspiel pl. Singspiele form of German 
light opera 
zing-shpeel, pl. zing-shpeel-uh 
f'zmJpi:l/, pl. /-le/ 
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Sinhala (also Singhala) ethnic group 
and language, Sri Lanka; also called 
Sinhalese 
sing-huh-luh /'smphale/ 

Sinhalese (also Singhalese) ethnic 
group and language, Sri Lanka; also 
called Sinhala 
sing-huh-leez /,smpha'li:z/ 

sinistral of the left side 
sin-ist-ruhi /‘sinistral/ 

Sinn Féin Irish political party 
shin fayn /,fin ‘fein/ 

sinology study of China 
sy-nol-uh-ji /sar'nplad3i/ 

sinsemilla variety of cannabis 
sin-suh-mil-uh /,sinsa'mila/ 

Sint-Niklaas town, Belgium 
sint nik-lahss /sint ‘nikla:s/ 

Sintra (also Cintra) town, Portugal 
sint-ruh /‘sintra/ 

Sinuiju city, North Korea 
sin-wee-joo / sinwi:'d3u:/ 

sinuous curvy 
sin-yoo-uhss /'sinjuas/ 

sinus cavity within a bone 
sy-nuhss /'sainas/ 

Siobhan Irish girl’s name 
shiv-awn /Sr'vo:n/ 

Sion see Zion 

Sioux North American ethnic group 
$00 /su:/ 

siphon tube 
sy-fuhn /'saifan/ 

Sirdar see Sardar 

Sirius star 
sirr-i-uhss /'strias/ 

Sirleaf Johnson, Ellen Liberian 
president 
sur-leef /'sa:(r)li:f/ 

sirocco see scirocco 

sirrah term of address for 2 man 
sirr-uh /‘stra/ 

Sirte inlet, Libya; also called Sidra 
seer-tay /‘sia(r)ter/ 

sisal fibrous plant 
sy-suhl /‘satsal/ 

Sisley, Alfred French painter 
al-fruhd siz-li /,alfrad ‘sizli/ 

Sistani, Ayatollah Ali al- Iraqi senior 
Shia cleric 
y-uh-tol-ah al-ee uh-sist-ah-ni 


Sinhala | Skanda 


/ata,tola: ali: asts'ta:ni/ 

Sistine Chapel chapel in the Vatican 
sist-een /‘sisti:n/ 

Sisyphean denoting a task that can 
never be completed 
siss-if-ee-uhn / sisi'fi:en/ 

Sisyphus Greek mythological character 
siss-if-uhss /‘sisifas/ 

Sita wife of Rama 
see-tuh /'si:ta/ 

sitar musical instrument 
sit-ar /si’ta:(r)/ 

Sitges resort, Spain 
see-chuhss /‘si:tJas/ 

sitka spruce tree 
sit-kuh /'sitka/ 

situs inversus medical condition 
sy-tuhss in-vur-suhss / sartas 
mn'vae:(r)sas/ 

sitzfleisch buttocks 
zits-flysh /‘zitsflats/ 

Siva see Shiva 

Sivan Jewish month 
see-vahn /'si:va:n/ 

Siwalik Hills foothills in the Himalayas 
si-wah-lik /st'wa:hk/ 

sjambok whip 
sham-bok /‘Sambok/ 

Sjégren’s syndrome autoimmune 
condition 
shoe-graynz /‘Se:greinz/ 
This pronunciation is closest to the Swedish 
pronunciation of Sjogren's name. 


Anglicizations shoh-gruhn and shur-gruhn 
are also common. 


ska style of music 
skah /ska:/ 
Skagen town, Denmark 
skag-uhn /‘skagan/, {‘sgeyan] 
* Established anglicization. 
Skagerrak strait between Norway and 
Denmark 
skag-uh-rak /'skagarak/ 
skal ‘cheers’ (Swedish, Norwegian, and 
Danish) 
skawt /sko:1/ 
© See also SKOL. 
skald (also scald) Norse bard 
skald /skald/ 
Skanda Hindu god 
skan-duh /‘skando/ 


skean-dhu | Smirnoff 


skean-dhu dagger 
skee-uhn doo / ski:an ‘du:/ 
skedaddle depart quickly or hurriedly 
skuh-dad-uhl /ska'dadal/ 
skein length of yarn 
skayn /skem/ 
skeletal relating to a skeleton 
skel-uh-tuhl /‘skelatel/ 


Less commonly also skuh-lee-tuhl. 


skene part of the set in Greek theatre 
skee-ni /‘ski:ni/ 

ski device for travelling over snow 
skee /ski:/ 


Eighty years ago our BBC predecessors 
recommended the pronunciation shee, 
which is how the word is pronounced in 
Norwegian. However, the anglicization skee 
quickly took hold. 


Skiathos island, Greece 
ski-ath-oss /ski'a@vs/ 
Skibo castle, Scotland 
skee-boh /'ski:bau/ 
Skidoo trademark motorized toboggan 
skid-oo /skr'du:/ 
skijoring being pulled on skis by a horse 
or dog 
skee-jaw-ring /‘ski:dgo:r1n/ 
Sklodowska, Maria see Curie, Marie 
skol ‘cheers’ 
skol /skol/ 


Less commonly also skohl, sometimes with 
the spelling skoal. Cognate with modern 
Scandinavian sKAL. 


Skopje capital, Macedonia 
skop-yuh /'skopjo/ 

Skraeling indigenous inhabitant of 
Greenland 
skray-ling /‘skrerlm/ 

Skryabin see Scriabin 

skua seabird 
skyoo-uh /'skju:a/ 

skulduggery (also skullduggery) 
dishonest behaviour 
skul-dug-uh-ri /skal'dageri/ 

slainte ‘cheers’ (Gaelic) 
stahn-chuh /‘sla:ntSa/ 

slalom downhill ski race 
slah-luhm /'sla:lom/ 

Slav ethnic group 
slahv /sla:v/ 


360 


slaver saliva running from the mouth 
slav-uhr /‘slava(r)/ 

Slavic language family 
slah-vik /‘sla:vik/ 
Commonly also slav-ik. 


Slavonic Slavic 
sluh-von-ik /sle'vonik/ 

sleight use of dexterity or cunning 
slyt /slart/ 

Sligo county, Republic of Ireland 
sly-goh /‘slaigau/ 

Sliven city, Bulgaria 
slee-vuhn /'sli:van/ 

slivovitz plum brandy 
sliv-uh-vits /‘slivevits/ 

sloth reluctance to work 
slohth /sleu6/ 

Slough town, England 
slow /slau/ 

slough swamp 
slow /slau/ 

slough shed dead skin 
sluf /slaf/ 

Slovak native of Slovakia 
sloh-vak /‘slauvak/ 

Slovakia country 
stuh-vak-i-uh /sle'vakia/ 

Slovene native of Slovenia 
sloh-veen /‘slauvi:n/ 

Slovenia country 
sluh-vee-ni-uh /sla'vimnio/ 

Slovo, Joe South African activist 
sloh-voh /'slauveu/ 

Smaug dragon in The Hobbit 
smowg /smaug/ 

Sméagol fictional character in The Lord 
of the Rings 
smee-gol /'smi:gol/ 

smetana sour cream 
smuh-tah-nuh /sme'ta:na/ 

Smetana, Bediich Czech composer 
bej-ikh smet-uh-nuh /bed3ix 
‘smetono/ 

Smethwick town, England 
smeth-ik /'smedrk/ 

smilodon prehistoric sabre-toothed cat 
smil-uh-don /’smiladvn/ 

smithereens small pieces 
smith-uh-reenz / smide'ri:nz/ 

Smirnoff brand of vodka 
smur-nof /‘sma:(r)nof/ 
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Established anglicization. Originally 
produced by Piotr Smirnov: this common 
Russian surname is pronounced smeer-nof 
Csmir'nof }. 


Smith-Magenis syndrome 
chromosome disorder 
muh-gen-iss /ma'genis/ 
Smithsonian Institution US 
foundation in Washington DC 
smith-soh-ni-uhn /sm16'saunian/ 
smithy blacksmith’s workshop 
smith-i /'sm1di/ 
Smolensk city, Russia 
smuhl-yensk /sma'ljensk/ 
Smollett, Tobias Scottish novelist 
tuh-by-uhss smol-it /ta,batas 'smolit/ 
smorgasbord buftet 
smor-guhz-bord /‘smoa:(r)gasbo:(r)d/ 
smorzando musical term 
smor-tsan-doh /sma:(r)'tsandau/ 
Smuts, Jan South African statesman 
yan smuts /,jan 'smats/ 
Smyrna ancient city, Asia Minor 
smur-nuh /‘sme:(r)ne/ 
Smyth, Ethel English composer 
smyth /'smatd/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced smyth, smyth, and smith, 
depending on individual preference. 


Smythson English firm of stationers 


smyth-suhn /‘smatdsan/ 

snafu chaotic state 
snaf-oo /sna‘fu:/ 

snood ornamental hairnet 
snood /snu:d/ 

Snorri Sturluson Icelandic poet 
snorr-i stur-luh-son /,snpr1 
‘sta:(r)lespn/ 

* Established anglicization. 
Snowdonia national park, Wales 
snoh-doh-ni-uh /snav'daunie/ 

Soave white wine 
swah-vay /‘swa:vel/ 

Saay breed of sheep 
soh-ay /'savet/ 

soba buckwheat noodles 
soh-buh /‘sauba/ 

Sobel, Dava American writer 
dah-vuh soh-bel /,da:va sau'bel/ 

Sobibor site of a Nazi extermination 
camp, Poland 


Smith-Magenis syndrome | soigné 


sob-ee-boor /sv'bibua(r)/ 
sobriety state of being sober 
suh-bry-uh-ti /so’brateti/ 
sobriquet affectionate nickname; also 
soubriquet 
soh-brik-ay /‘saubriker/ 
soca calypso music 
soh-kuh /'sauka/ 
SOCA Serious and Organized Crime 
Agency 
sok-uh /'spka/ 
Sochi port, Russia 
sotch-i /'sotSi/ 
sockdolager forceful blow 
sok-dol-uh-juhr /spk'dpled3a(r)/ 
socle plinth 
soh-kuhl /‘saukal/ 
Socotra island, Arabian Sea 
suh-koh-truh /sa'keutra/ 
Socrates Greek philosopher 
sok-ruh-teez /‘sokrati:z/ 
Socratic relating to Socrates 
suh-krat-ik /so'kratrk/ 
sodality confraternity 
soh-dal-it-i /sau'daliti/ 
Soderbergh, Steven American film 
director 
soh-duhr-burg /‘sauda(r)be:(r)g/ 
Séderblom, Nathan Swedish 
theologian 
nah-tan soe-duhr-bluum / na:tan 
‘so:da(r)blum/ 
Sddertilje city, Sweden 
soe-duhr-tel-yuh /,so:da(r)'telja/ 
Sodom town in ancient Palestine 
sod-uhm /'spdem/ 
Soe Win Burmese prime minister 
soh win /sau 'win/ 
Sofia capital of Bulgaria 
soh-fi-uh /‘savfie/ 
Sofia Spanish queen 
suh-fee-uh /‘safi:a/ 
Sogne Fjord fjord, Norway 
song-nuh /‘sonna/ 
sogo shosha large company (Japanese) 
soh-goh shoh-shuh /,saugau ‘Savse/ 
Soham village, Cambridgeshire 
soh-uhm /‘sauem/ 
soi-disant self-styled 
swah dee-zo(ng) / swa: di:'23/ 
soigné dressed elegantly 
swahn-yay /swa:'njer/ 


soirée | sonar 


soirée an evening party or gathering 
swah-ray /swa:'re1/ 
soixante-neuf sexual activity 
swass-o(ng)t noef / swasat 'ncef/ 
sojourn temporary stay 
soj-uhrn /‘sod3a(r)n/ 


Less commonly also soj-urn. AM commonly 
soh-jurn. 


Sokol Czechoslovakian athletics 
movement 
sok-ol /'sokol/ 

Sol Roman sun god 
sot /spl/ 

solace consolation 
sol-uhss /‘splas/ 

Solana, Javier Spanish politician 
khav-yair sol-ah-nuh /xa,vje:(r) 
sn'‘la:na/ 

solanaceous relating to plants of the 
nightshade family 
sol-uh-nay-shuhss / spla'nerfas/ 

solander box in the form of a book 
suh-land-uhr /sa'landa(r)/ 

solarium room equipped with sunlamps 
suh-lair-i-uhm /sa'‘le:riam/ 

solder low-melting alloy 
sohl-duhr /‘soulda(r)/ 

solecism grammatical mistake 
sol-uh-siz-uhm /‘svlesizam/ 

solemnity seriousness 
suh-lem-nit-i /so'lemniti/ 

solenoid electromagnet 
sol-uh-noyd /‘splanaid/ 

Solent channel, England 
soh-luhnt /‘saulent/ 

soleus calf muscle 
soh-lee-uhss /sau'li:as/ 

solfeggio pi. solfeggi singing exercise 
sol-fej-oh, pl. sol-fej-i /spl'fed3au/, pl. 
{-d3i/ 

SolidarnoS¢é Polish trade union 
sol-ee-dar-noshch /svli:‘da:(rynvftf/ 

solidus pl. solidi slash (/) 
sol-id-uhss, pl. sol-id-y /‘svlidas/, pl. 
/-dat/ 

Solihull town, England 
soh-li-hul /,sauli'hal/ 


This is the pronunciation most commonly 
used locally. Commonly also sol-i-hul. 


soliloquy speaking one’s thoughts aloud 
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suh-lil-uh-kwi /sa‘lilakwi/ 
solipsism view that the self is all that can 
be known to exist 
sol-ip-siz-uhm /‘solipsizem/ 
solitaire game for one player 
sol-i-tair /‘splste:(r)/ 
Séller town, Majorca 
sol-yair /‘splje:(r)/ 
Solnhofen village, Germany 
zohin-hoh-fuhn /‘zauln, havfan/ 
Solomon king of ancient Israel 
sol-uh-muhn /'solaman/ 
Solon ancient Athenian statesman 
soh-lon /‘saulon/ 
solstice longest or shortest day 
sol-stiss /‘splstis/ 
Solti, Georg Hungarian-born British 
conductor 
jorj shol-ti /,d30:(r)d3 ‘Solti/ 
Solutrean archaeological culture 
suh-loot-ri-uhn /sa'lu:trien/ 
Solveig character in Peer Gynt 
sool-vay /'su:lver/ 
Solzhenitsyn, Alexander Russian 
novelist 
al-uhk-sahn-duhr sol-zhuh-neet-sin 
/alek,sa:nda(r) ,svl3o'ni:tsin/ 
som currency unit, Kyrgyzstan and 
Uzbekistan 
sohm /saum/ 
Somalia country 
suh-mah-li-uh /sa'ma:lia/ 
somatization manifestation of 
psychological distress by the 
presentation of bodily symptoms 
soh-muh-ty-zay-shuhn 
/ saomatarzerfen/ 
sombrero broad-brimmed hat 
som-brair-oh /spom’bre:rau/ 
Somerset county, England 
sum-uhr-set /‘sama(r)set/ 
Somme river, France 
som /som/ 
sommelier wine waiter 
som-el-i-ay /so'melier/ 
somnambulism sleepwalking 
som-nam-byuul-iz-uhm 
{spm'nambjulizem/ 
somoni currency unit, Tajikistan 
som-oh-ni /sp'masni/ 
sonar detection system 
soh-nar /‘seuna:(r)/ 
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sonata musical composition 
suh-nah-tuh /sa‘na:ta/ 
sonatina short sonata 
son-uh-tee-nuh /,spna'ti:na/ 
Sondheim, Stephen American 
composer 
sond-hym /'sondhaim/ 
son et lumiére entertainment 
son ay loom-yair /,son et lu:'mje:(r)/ 
Songhai African ethnic group 
song-gy /son'gat/ 
Song Hong river, Vietnam 
song hong /,spn ‘hon/ 
Songhua river, China 
suung-khwah /,sun'xwa:/ 
sonography analysis of sound 
suh-nog-ruh-fi /sa'nografi/ 
Sonora state, Mexico 
suh-naw-ruh /sa'no:ra/ 
sonorant speech sound 
son-uh-ruhnt /‘spnarant/ 
sonorous imposingly deep and full 
son-uh-ruhss /'spnaras/ 
Less commonly also suh-naw-ruhss. 


Sontag, Susan American writer 
son-tag /'sontag/ 
Sony electronics company 
soh-ni /‘sauni/ 
sooth truth 
sooth /su:6/ 
sopaipilla deep-fried pastry 
sop-y-peel-juh /,sopar'pi:lja/ 
sophistry use of clever but false 
arguments 
sof-ist-ri /'sofistri/ 
Sophocles Greek dramatist 
sof-uh-kleez /'sofakli:z/ 
sophomore second-year student 
sof-uh-mor /‘sofama:(r)/ 
sophomoric immature 
sof-uh-morr-ik /,sofa'mor1k/ 
soporific tending to induce drowsiness 
sop-uh-rif-ik / sopa‘rifik/ 
soprano singing voice 
suh-prah-noh /sa'pra:nau/ 
sorbet water ice 
sor-bay /'so:(r)be1/ 


AM is sor-buht. This pronunciation is also 
possible, but much less common, in BR. 


Sorbonne part of the University of Paris 


sonata | Soufriere 


sor-bon /so:(r)'bon/ 
sordino pl. sordini mute for a musical 
instrument 
sor-dee-noh, pl. sor-dee-ni 
/sox(r)'di:neu/, pl. /-ni/ 
sorghum cereal 
sor-guhm /'so:(r)gam/ 
Soroca city, Moldova 
suh-rok-uh /sa‘roka/ 
Soroptimist member of an international 
women’s association 
suh-rop-ti-mist /so'roptimist/ 
sorority university club for female 
students 
suh-rorr-it-i /sa'roriti/ 
sorrel plant 
sorr-uhl /'soral/ 
Sorrento town, Italy 
suh-ren-toh /sa'rentau/ 
Sosnowiec town, Poland 
soss-nov-yets /sps'npvjets/ 
sostenuto musical term 
sost-uh-noo-toh / spsta'nu:tau/ 
Sotheby’s English auctioneers 
suth-uh-beez /‘sadabi:z/ 
Sotho African ethnic group 
$00-too /‘su:tu:/ 
sotto voce in a quiet voice 
sot-oh voh-chay /,sotau ‘vautfer/ 
sou old French coin 
soo /su:/ 
soubise onion sauce 
soo-beez /su:’bi:z/ 
soubresaut ballet jump 
soob-ruh-soh /'su:brasau/ 
soubrette minor female role in a comedy 
soo-bret /su:'bret/ 
soubriquet affectionate nickname; also 
sobriquet 
soob-rik-ay /‘su:briket/ 
Souch, John English painter 
soosh /su:f/ 
soucouyant malignant witch 
soo-koo-yah(ng) /,su:ku:'ja/ 
souffle blowing sound heard through a 
stethoscope 
soo-fuhl /‘su:fal/ 
soufflé egg dish 
soof-lay /su:'fle1/ 
Soufriére name of various volcanoes in 
the Caribbean 
soof-reer /su:'fria(r)/ 


sough | spectroscopy 


This is the common pronunciation in St 
Vincent and Montserrat, although in St 
Lucia the pronunciation is suuf-rair. 


sough whistling or rushing sound 
sow /sau/ 


Commonly also suf. 


souk (also suk or sukh) Arab 
marketplace 
sook /su:k/ 

Soumak rug or carpet 
soo-mak /'su:mak/ 

Souness, Graham English footballer 
soo-nuhss /‘su:nas/ 

soupg¢on very small quantity of 
something 
soop-son /'su:pspn/ 

Sousa, John Philip American 
composer 
soo-zuh /'su:za/ 

sousaphone musical instrument 
s00-zuh-fohn /'su:zafeun/ 

Sousse port, Tunisia 
sooss /su:s/ 

soutane priest's cassock 
soo-tahn /su:'ta:n/ 

souterrain underground chamber 
soo-tuh-rayn /'su:tarem/ 

Southampton city, England 
sowth-hamp-tuhn /sau@'hampten/ 


Commonly also sowth-amp-tuhn. 


Southey, Robert English poet 
sow-thi /'saudi/ 

Southwark borough of London 
suth-uhrk /‘sada(r)k/ 

Southwell town, Nottingham 
sowth-wuhl /‘sav$wal/ 


Commonly also suth-uhl. This latter 
pronunciation is also appropriate for 
Southwell Minster and Viscount Southwell. 


Soutine, Chaim French painter 
kuh-eem soo-teen /ka,i:m su:'ti:n/ 

souvlaki pl. souvlakia Greek meat dish 
soov-lak-i, pl. soov-lak-i-uh /su:'vlaki/, 
pl. /-kia/ 

sou ’wester waterproof hat 
sow-est-uhr /sau'westa(r)/ 

soviet elected council in the USSR 
soh-vi-uht /‘sauviat/ 


Commonly also sov-yuht. 
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Sowerby town, England 
sor-bi /‘so(r)bi:/ 
Soweto urban area, South Africa 
suh-wet-oh /sa'wetou/ 
Soyinka, Wole Nigerian dramatist 
wol-i shoy-ink-uh /,woli Sormka/ 
Soyuz Soviet spacecraft 
suh-yooz /sa'ju:z/ 
Spacek, Sissy American actress 
spay-sek /‘spersek/ 
spaetzle dumplings 
shpets-luh /‘Spetsle/ 
Spago restaurant in Los Angeles 
spah-goh /‘spa:gau/ 
Spallanzani, Lazzaro Italian 
physiologist 
lat-suh-roh spal-ant-sah-ni /latsereu 
spalan'tsa:ni/ 
spalpeen rascal 
spal-peen /spal'pi:n/ 
spanakopita spinach and feta cheese pie 
span-uh-kop-it-uh /,spana'kppita/ 
Spandau prison in Berlin 
span-dow /'spandau/ 
sparable headless nail 
sparr-uh-buhl /‘sparabel/ 
Sparta city, Greece 
spar-tuh /‘spa:(r)to/ 
Spartacus Thracian slave and gladiator 
spar-tuh-kuhss /'spa:(r)takas/ 
spatial relating to space 
spay-shuhl /‘sperfal/ 
Spiatlese white wine 
shpayt-lay-zuh /'Spert,leza/ 
speciality particular area of knowledge 
spesh-i-al-it-i / spefr'aliti/ 
AM is specialty, pronounced spesh-uhl-ti. 


specie money in the form of coins 
spee-shi /'spi:fi/ 

species group of living organisms 
spee-sheez /'spi:Si:z/ 
Less commonly also spee-seez. 


spectrometer apparatus used for 
measuring spectra 
spek-trom-uh-tuhr /spek'tromata(r)/ 

spectroscopy branch of science 
concerned with spectra 
spek-trosk-uh-pi /spek'troskapi/ 


365 Spanish 


Spanish 


Spanish is spoken by more than 350 million people worldwide. It is a 
Romance language quite similar to Italian and even more closely 
related to Catalan and Galician (minority languages of Spain). Spanish 
pronunciation is relatively straightforward, and—bearing in mind 
some salient differences between Latin American and European 
Spanish—is entirely predictable from the spelling. 

When we make recommendations on the pronunciation of Spanish 
we can usually come quite close to a native pronunciation, subject as 
always to a degree of anglicization. The details given below are not an 
exhaustive list of the features of Spanish, as some are too subtle to be 
described using our respelling. In particular, the pronunciation of B, G, 
and V are distinctively different from English. These sounds are angli- 
cized in our recommendations. 


Stress 

Spanish stress falls on the second-last syllable of the word, unless the 
last letter of the word is a consonant other than N or S, in which case 
stress falls on the last syllable. Exceptions to this rule are indicated in 
the spelling by an accent over the vowel of the syllable to be stressed, 
for example inglés, Cérdoba. 


Vowels 

The five vowels A, E, I, O, and U are monophthongs and are pro- 
nounced approximately a, ay, ee, oh, and oo. In some anglicizations A is 
pronounced ah, e.g. macho. Diphthongs such as AI and EU are pro- 
nounced as sequences of their component parts, a-ee (or y as in cry) 
and ay-oo. 


Consonants 

Cis pronounced k before A, O, and U. Before E and I it is pronounced 
th as in thin in European Spanish and s in Latin American Spanish. 

CH is pronounced ch. 

Dis pronounced th as in this, or d at the beginning of a word or after L 
or N. In our recommendations we sometimes anglicize the sound to 
d in all positions. 

G is pronounced kh (as in doch) or kh with added voicing (i.e. pro- 
nounced with vibration of the vocal cords), but is sometimes angli- 
cized to g. GUA is pronounced gwa, GUE is gay, and GUI is gee; 
however, GUE is gway and GUI is gwee. 

H is always silent. 

J is pronounced kh (as in loch). José is khoss-ay. 


speculum | spinet 
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LL is pronounced ly as in million in formal Spanish, but many Spanish 
speakers just pronounce it y as in yes. We generally give ly, as that is 
the pronunciation that still appears in dictionaries, although in indi- 
vidual cases we sometimes judge that y would be better. 


N is pronounced ny as in onion. 


Z is pronounced th as in ¢hin in European Spanish and s in Latin 


American Spanish. 


speculum pl. specula medical 
instrument 
spek-yuul-uhm, pl. spek-yuul-uh 
/‘spekjulam/, pl. /-la/ 
speedometer instrument for measuring 
a vehicle’s speed 
spee-dom-uh-tuhr /spi:'domata(r)/ 
Speenhamland system historical 
system of poor relief 
speen-uhm-land /‘spi:znamland/ 
Speer, Albert German architect and 
Nazi official 
al-bairt shpair / albe:(r)t ‘Spe:(r)/, 
[Spere] 
Speke, John Hanning English 
explorer 
speek /spi:k/ 
speleology study or exploration of caves 
spee-li-ol-uh-ji / spi:li'vlad3i/ 
spelunking exploration of caves 
spuh-lunk-ing /spa'lankmn/ 
Spencerian style of handwriting 
spen-seer-i-uhn /spen'starian/ 
Spengler, Oswald German philosopher 
oss-valt speng-luhr /,vsvalt 'spenla(r)/ 
spermaceti waxy substance produced by 
the sperm whale 
spur-muh-see-ti /,spa:(r)mo'si:ti/ 
Commonly also spur-muh-set-i. 


spermatozoon pl. spermatozoa male 
sex cell 
spur-muh-toh-zoh-on, 
pl. spur-muh-toh-zoh-uh 
/,spa:(r)matau'zaunn/, pl. /-'zaue/ 

Spetsnaz Russian military unit 
spets-nass /spets'nas/ 

Spey river, Scotland 
spay /spei/ 

sphagnum moss plant 
sfag-nuhm /‘sfagnem/ 


sphenoid bone in the skull 
sfee-noyd /‘sfi:noid/ 

spheroid sphere-like body 
sfeer-oyd /'sfraroid/ 

spherical sphere-shaped 
sferr-ik-uhl /‘sfertkal/ 

sphincter ring of muscle 
sfink-tuhr /‘sfinkta(r)/ 

sphygmomanometer instrument for 
measuring blood pressure 
sfig-moh-muh-nom-uh-tuhr 
/,sfigmeumea'nomata(r)/ 

Spica star 
spee-kuh /‘spi:ka/ 

spiccato style of playing on stringed 
instruments 
spik-ah-toh /spr'ka:tao/ 

Spieg], Fritz Austrian-born British 
musician and broadcaster 
frits shpee-guhl / frits ‘{pi:gal/ 

spiel elaborate or glib speech 
shpeel /Spi:l/ 

Spielberg, Steven American film 
director and producer 
speel-burg /‘spi:lba:(r)g/ 

Spiers, Bob British television director 
speerz /'spia(r)z/ 

spigot small peg or plug 
spig-uht /‘spigat/ 

Spillane, Mickey American writer 
spil-ayn /spr'lem/ 

spina bifida congenital defect 
spy-nuh bif-id-uh /spamea 'bifide/ 

spinach vegetable 
spin-itch /'spmitf/ 
Commonly also spin-ij. 

Spin Boldak town, Afghanistan 
speen bawl-dak / spi:n 'bo:idak/ 

spinet smal! harpsichord 
spin-et /spr'net/ 
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Commonly also spin-uht. 


spinnaker three-cornered sail 
spin-nuh-kuhr /‘sprnaka(r)/ 
Spinoza, Baruch Dutch philosopher 
buh-rook spin-oh-zuh /ba,ru:k 
spr'nauze/ 
* Established anglicization. 
spiraea shrub 
spy-ree-uh /sparri:a/ 
spirochaete bacterium 
spy-roh-keet /'spatrauki:t/ 
spirogyra alga 
spy-roh-jy-ruh /,spatrau'd3aira/ 
spirometer instrument for measuring 
lung capacity 
spy-rom-uh-tuhr /spar'romata(r)/ 
spirulina protein-rich bacteria 
spy-ruul-y-nuh /,sparro'laina/ 


Less commonly also spirr-uul-ee-nuh; see 
LATIN panel. 


Spitsbergen island, Norway 
spits-bur-guhn /‘sprts,be:(r)gan/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 
splenectomy surgical removal of the 
spleen 
spluh-nek-tuh-mi /splo'nektami/ 
splenetic bad-tempered 
spluh-net-ik /splo'netik/ 
splenius p|. splenii neck muscle 
splee-ni-uhss, pl. splee-ni-y 
/‘spli:nias/, pl. /-nia1/ 
Split port, Croatia 
split /split/ 
Spokane city and river, US 
spoh-kan /spao'kan/ 
Spoleto town, Italy 
spuh-lay-toh /spa'lerteu/ 
spoliation action of ruining something 
spoh-li-ay-shuhn /,spauli’e1fan/ 
spondaic concerning spondees 
spon-day-ik /spon'derk/ 
spondee metrical foot 
spon-dee /'spondi:/ 
spondulicks money 
spon-dyoo-liks /spon'dju:liks/ 
spondylosis condition of the spine 
spon-dil-oh-siss / spondr'lousis/ 
Sporades islands, Greece 
sporr-uh-deez /‘sporadi:z/ 
sporadic occurring at irregular intervals 


spinnaker | Sri 


spuh-rad-ik /spa'raditk/ 
Sporran pouch worn around the waist 
sporr-uhn /‘sporan/ 
sportif interested in athletic sports 
spor-teef /spo:(r)'ti:f/ 
Sprachgefuhl intuitive feeling for a 
language 
shprahkh-guh-fuel /‘fpra:xge,fy:1/ 
sprauncy smart in appearance 
sprawn-si /'spro:nsi/ 
Sprechgesang style of dramatic 
vocalization 
sprekh-guh-zang /'Sprecga,zan/ 
Sprechstimme another term for 
Sprechgesang 
sprekh-shtim-uh /‘fprec¢,ftima/ 
sprezzatura studied carelessness 
spret-suh-toor-uh / spretsa'tuare/ 
springbok gazelle 
spring-bok /'sprinbok/ 
spritsail extended sail 
sprit-suhl /‘spritsal/ 
spruit small stream 
sprayt /spreit/ 
spumante sparkling white wine 
spoo-man-tay /spu:'mante!/ 
spume froth or foam 
spyoom /spju:m/ 
spurious not being what it purports 
to be 
spyoor-i-uhss /‘spjuarias/ 
sputnik Soviet satellite 
spuut-nik /'spotnik/ 
Spyri, Johanna Swiss author 
yobh-han-uh shpeer-i /jau,hana 'Spreri/ 
squall sudden violent gust of wind 
skwawil /skwo:l/ 
squalor dirtiness 
skwol-uhr /‘skwole(r)/ 
squamous covered with scales 
skway-muhss /‘skwemmas/ 
squeegee scraping implement 
skwee-jee /‘skwi:d3i:/ 
squirearchy landowners collectively 
skwy-uhr-ar-ki /‘skwata,ra:(r)ki/ 
squireen minor landowner 
skwy-uh-reen /,skwata'ri:n/ 
Srebrenica town, Bosnia-Herzegovina 
sreb-ren-it-suh /‘srebre nitsa/ 
Sri see Shri 


Sri Lanka | statin 


Sri Lanka country 
sri lank-uh /sri ‘lanka/ 

Srinagar city, India 
srin-ug-uhr /srr'naga(r)/ 

St see Saint 

Stabat Mater medieval Latin hymn 
stah-bat mah-tuhr / sta:bat 'ma:ta(r)/ 

stabile free-standing abstract sculpture 
or structure 
stay-byl /'sterbarl/ 

staccato musical term 
stuh-kah-toh /sta'ka:tau/ 

staffage accessory items in a painting 
stuh-fahzh /sta'fa:3/ 

Stafford town, England 
staf-uhrd /'stafa(r)d/ 

staithe landing stage 
stayth /ste16/ 

Stakhanovite productive worker in the 
former USSR 
stuh-khahn-uh-vyt /sta'xa:navait/ 

stalactite structure hanging from the 
roof of a cave 
stal-uhk-tyt /‘staloktart/ 

Stalag German prison camp 
shtal-ag /'Stalag/ 

stalagmite structure rising from the 
floor of a cave 
stal-uhg-myt /'stalagmait/ 

Stalin, Joseph Soviet statesman 
joh-zuhf stah-lin /,dgouzof ‘sta:lin/, 
Russian (,jos‘if ‘stal‘n] 

* Established anglicization. 

Stallone, Sylvester American actor 
stuh-lohn /sta'‘laun/ 

stalwart loyal and hard-working 
stawl-wuhrt /‘sto:lwa(r)t/ 


Less commonly also stal-wuhrt. 


Stalybridge town, England 
stay-li-brij /‘sterlibrid3/ 

Stambolié, Ivan Serbian statesman 
ee-van stam-buh-litch /,i:van 
‘stambalitf/ 

stamen male organ of a flower 
stay-muhn /'sterman/ 

stanchion upright bar or frame 
stan-shuhn /‘stanfan/ 

Stanford, Charles Villiers Irish-born 
composer 
vil-uhrz stan-fuhrd / vilarz 
‘stanfa(r)d/ 
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Stanhope, Hester English traveller 
stan-uhp /‘stanap/ 

Stanier, William English railway 
engineer 
stan-i-uhr /‘stania(r)/ 

Stanislaus, St patron saint of Poland 
stan-iss-lowss /‘stanislaus/ 


Established anglicization. The Polish name 
is Stanistaw, pronounced stan-eess-waf. 


Stanislavsky, Konstantin Russian 
theatre director 
kon-stuhn-teen stan-iss-laf-ski 
/kKonstenti:n ,stants'lafski/ 

Stansted airport, England 
stan-sted /‘stansted/ 

stanza group of lines in a poem 
stan-zuh /‘stanza/ 

stapes bone in the middle ear 
stay-peez /‘sterpi:z/ 

staphylococcus pl. staphylococci 
bacterium 
staf-il-oh-kok-uhss, 
pl. staf-il-oh-kok-y /,stafileu'kpkes/, pl. 
/"kokat/ 
Plural is sometimes also -kok-sy; see LATIN 
panel. 


Stara Zagora city, Bulgaria 
star-uh zuh-gorr-uh / sta:ra za'gore/ 
starboard one side of a ship 
star-buhrd /‘sta:(r)ba(r)d/ 
Sometimes also star-bord. 


Starck, Philippe French interior 
designer 
fee-leep stark /fi:li:p 'sta:(r)k/ 

stargazy pie Comish fish pie 
star-gay-zi /‘sta:(r)geizi/ 

starveling undernourished person 
starv-ling /‘sta:(r)vlin/ 

Stasi internal security force of the former 
German Democratic Republic 
shtah-zi /'Sta:zi/ 

stasis period of inactivity 
Stay-sis /‘stersts/ 

statant heraldic term 
stay-tuhnt /'stertant/ 

Staten Island borough of New York City 
stat-uhn /‘statan/ 

statice sea lavender 
stat-iss-i /‘stattsi/ 

statin cholesterol-lowering drug 
stat-in /‘statin/ 
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status quo existing state of affairs 
stay-tuhss kwoh / steitas ‘kwau/ 
statutory required or permitted by 
statute 
statch-oo-tuh-ri /‘statSotari/ 
Stauffenberg, Claus von German 
aristocrat; attempted to assassinate 
Hitler 
klowss fon shtow-fuhn-bairk /,klaus 
fon 'Jtaufonbe:(r)k/ 
Stavanger port, Norway 
stuh-vang-uhr /sta'vana(r)/ 
Stavropol territory, Russia 
stav-ruh-puhi /‘stavrapol/ 
steak au poivre peppered steak 
oh pwahv-ruh /au 'pwa:vra/ 
steatopygia accumulation of fat on the 
buttocks 
stee-uh-toh-pij-i-uh / sti:atau'pid3ia/ 
Steaua Bucharest Romanian football 
club 
styah-wuh boo-kuh-rest /,stja:wa 
bu:ka'rest/ 
Stedelijk museum in Amsterdam 
stay-duh-lik /‘stetdalrk/ 
Steen, Jan Dutch painter 
yun stayn /,jan ‘stemn/ 
stegosaurus dinosaur 
steg-uh-sawr-uhss /,stega'sa:ras/ 
Steiff German toy manufacturers 
shtyf /Starf/ 
Stein, Gertrude American writer 
styn /stain/ 
stein earthenware beer mug 
styn /stam/ 
Steinbeck, John American novelist 
styn-bek /'stainbek/ 
steinbock ibex 
styn-bok /‘stainbok/ 
Steinem, Gloria American feminist 
sty-nuhm /‘stamam/ 
Steiner, Rudolf Austrian philosopher 
roo-dolf shty-nuhr /,ru:dolf 'ftama(r)/ 
stela pl. stelae upright stone slab 
stee-luh, pl. stee-lee /'sti:la/, pl. /-li:/ 
stele stem and root of a plant 
steel /sti:l/ 
Stella Maris ‘star of the sea’ (Latin) 
stel-uh marr-iss / stela ‘maris/ 
Stellenbosch town, South Africa 
stel-uhn-boss /‘stelanbps/ 


status quo | Stevenson, Adlai 


Stena English ferry company 
sten-uh /‘stena/ 

Stendhal French novelist 
sta(ng)-dal /sté'dal/ 

Stenhammar, Wilhelm Swedish 
composer 
vil-helm stayn-ham-uhr / vilhelm 
‘stemnhama(r)/ 

stenography writing in shorthand 
sten-og-ruh-fi /ste’nvgrafi/ 

stentorian loud and powerful 
sten-taw-ri-uhn /sten‘to:rian/ 

stephanotis climbing plant 
stef-uh-noh-tiss / stefa'nautts/ 

steppe area of flat land in Europe or 
Siberia 
step /step/ 

Steppenwolf novel by Herman Hesse 
shtep-uhn-volf /‘Stepanvolf/ 


steradian SI unit of solid angle 
stuh-ray-di-uhn /sta'reidian/ 


stercoraceous consisting of dung 
stur-kuh-ray-shuhss /,sta:(r)ka'reifas/ 


stereophonic using two or more 
channels of transmission 
sterr-i-oh-fon-ik /steriau'fonik/ 
Less commonly also steer-i-oh-fon-ik; the 
same variation is possible for most other 
words with stereo-. 


stereotype widely held but 
oversimplified image 
sterr-i-oh-typ /'steriau,tarp/ 
Sterne, Laurence Irish novelist 
sturn /sta:(r)n/ 
sternocleidomastoid neck muscle 
stur-noh-kly-doh-mast-oyd 
/ sta:(r)yneu,klaidau'mastoid/ 
steroid class of organic compounds 
sterr-oyd /‘sterard/ 


Less commonly also steer-oyd. 


stertorous noisy and laboured 
ster-tuh-ruhss /‘sta:(r)taras/ 

stevedore dock employee 
stee-vuh-dor /‘sti:vado:(r)/ 

Stevenage town, England 
stee-vuh-nij /‘sti:vanid3/ 

Stevenson, Adlai American politician 
ad-ly /‘adlat/ 


Stevenson, Robert Louis | Stradivari, Antonio 


Stevenson, Robert Louis Scottish 
writer 
loo-iss /‘lu:ts/ 
* This is the family's own pronunciation. 
Steyn, Mark Canadian journalist 
styn /stain/ 
Stieglitz, Alfred American 
photographer 
steeg-lits /‘sti:glits/ 
stifado Greek meat dish 
stif-ah-doh /str'fa:dau/ 
Stiffkey village, Nortolk 
stif-ki /‘strfki/ 
Rarely also styoo-ki, a local pronunciation 
which is becoming increasingly uncommon. 


stigma pl stigmata mark of disgrace 
stig-muh, pl. stig-muh-tuh /‘stigma/, 
pl. /-mata/ 
Unusually for plurals formed in this way, the 
pronunciation stig-mah-tuh is also 
common. 


stimulus p!. stimuli thing that evokes a 
reaction 
stim-yuul-uhss, pl. stim-yuul-ee 
/'stmjolas/, pl. /-li:/ 
Plural also stim-yuul-y; see LATIN panel. 


stingy mean 
stin-ji /‘stind3i/ 
stipend regular sum paid as a salary 
sty-pend /'starpend/ 
stipendiary receiving a stipend 
sty-pen-juh-ri /star'pend3ari/ 
stochastic having a random probability 
distribution 
stuh-kast-ik /sta'kastik/ 
Stockhausen, Karlheinz German 
composer 
kart-hynts shtok-how-zuhn 
/,ka:(r)lhamts '‘Jtok,hauzen/ 
Stockholm capital of Sweden 
stok-hohm /‘stokhaum/, ['stokholm] 
* Established anglicization. 
stoep veranda 
stoop /stu:p/ 
stogy (also stogie) cigar 
stoh-gi /‘staugi/ 
stoicism endurance of pain without 
complaint 
stoh-iss-iz-uhm /‘stauisizam/ 
Stokowski, Leopold British-born 
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American conductor 
stok-of-ski /sto‘kpfski/ 


stollen German loaf 
shtol-uhn /‘Stolan/ 


stoma pl. stomata pore in a leaf 
stoh-muh, pl. stoh-muh-tuh /‘stauma/, 
pl. /-mata/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Stopes, Marie Scottish birth-control 
campaigner 
marr-i stohps /.mari ‘staups/ 
Stoppard, Tom Czech-born British 
dramatist 
stop-ard /'stopa:(r)d/ 
Stormont Castle castle in Belfast 
stor-muhnt /‘sta:(r)mant/ 


Stornoway port, Scotland 
stor-nuh-way /'sto:(r)nawel/ 


Storting Norwegian parliament 
stor-ting /‘sta:(r)tin/, [‘stu:rtiy ] 
* Established anglicization. 

stoup basin for holy water 
stoop /stu:p/ 

Stour various rivers, England 
stow-uhr, stoor, stoh-uhr /‘stava(r)/, 
{stua(r)/, /‘stava(r)/ 


Pronounced differently in different 
locations, and with some variation even 
when used in reference to the same river. 
The Stour in Suffolk/Essex is stoor, the one 
in Kent is stoor or stow-uhr, and those in 
Oxfordshire and Worcestershire/West 
Midlands (as in Stourbridge) are stow-uhr 
or stoh-uhr. 


stovies potato dish 
stoh-veez /‘stavvi:2/ 

Strabo Greek historian and geographer 
stray-boh /'streibau/ 

stracciatella Italian soup 
stratch-uh-tel-uh / stratJa'telo/ 


Strachan Scottish family name 
strawn, strakh-uhn /stra:n/, /‘straxon/ 


This surname can be pronounced in either 
way, depending on individual preference. 


Strachey, Lytton English biographer 
lit-uhn stray-chi /litan ‘streitSi/ 
Stradivari, Antonio Italian 
violin-maker 
an-toh-ni-oh strad-iv-ar-i /an,tauniao 
,Stradr'va:ri/ 
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Violins made by him or his followers are 
called Stradivarius, usually pronounced 
strad-iv-air-i-uhss. 


strafe attack repeatedly with low-flying 
aircraft 
strahf /stra:f/ 


Commonly also strayf. 


Stralsund town, Germany 
shtrahl-zuunt /'Stra:lzunt/ 
stramash uproar (Scottish) 
struh-mash /stra'maS/ 
strangury bladder condition 
strang-gyuu-ri /‘strangjori/ 
Stranraer port, Scotland 
stran-rar /stran‘ra:(r)/ 
strappado form of punishment or 
torture 
strap-ah-doh /stra'pa:dau/ 
Strasberg, Lee American actor and 
drama teacher 
straz-burg /'strazba:(r)g/ 
Strasbourg city, France 
straz-burg /‘strazba:(r)g/, [strazbu:r] 
* Established anglicization. 
stratagem plan or scheme 
strat-uh-juhm /'stratad3em/ 
Strathclyde region, Scotland 
strath-klyd /straé'klaid/ 
strathspey slow Scottish dance 
strath-spay /stra0'spet/ 
stratosphere layer of the earth's 
atmosphere 
strat-uh-sfeer /'strata,sfra(r)/ 
stratum p!. strata layer 
strah-tuhm, pl. strah-tuh /‘stra:tam/, 
pl. /-ta/ 


Less commonly also stray-tuhm. 


stratus type of cloud 
strah-tuhss /'stra:tas/ 

Strauss, Richard German composer 
ritch-uhrd strowss /,ritfa(r)d 'straus/ 
* Established anglicization. 

stravaig roam (Scottish) 

-Struh-vayg /stra'veig/ 

Stravinsky, Igor Russian-born 
composer 
ee-gor struh-vin-ski /,i:ga:(r) 
stra'vinski/ 

Streatfeild, Noel English author 
stret-feeld /‘stretfi:ld/ 

Streatham district of London 


strafe | strudel 


stret-uhm /'stretam/ 
Strega trademark liqueur 
stray-guh /‘streigo/ 
Streisand, Barbra American singer 
stry-sand /‘strarsand/ 
streptococcus pl. streptococci 
bacterium 
strep-toh-kok-uhss, pl. 
strep-toh-kok-y /,strepteu'knkas/, pl. 
/"kokat/ 
Plural is sometimes also -kok-sy; see LATIN 
panel. 


streptomycin antibiotic drug 
strep-toh-my-sin /,streptau'marsin/ 

streusel crumbly topping 
stroy-zuhl /'stroizal/ 

stria pl. striae linear ridge or groove on a 
surface 
stry-uh, pl. stry-ee /‘strata/, pl. /-ari:/ 

strigil scraping instrument 
strij-il /‘strid3ul/ 

Strindberg, August Swedish dramatist 
ow-guust strind-bairg /,august 
‘strindbe:(r)g/ 

Strine English language as spoken by 
Australians 
stryn /stram/ 

stringendo musical term 
strin-jen-doh /strin'd3zendau/ 

stringent strict and exacting 
strin-juhnt /‘strmd3ent/ 

strobilus pl. strobili tree cone 
stroh-bil-uhss pl. stroh-bil-y 
/'straubtlas/, pl. /-la1/ 

stroganoff stew 
strog-uh-nof /‘stroganpf/ 

Stromboli volcanic island, Italy 
strom-buh-li /‘strombeli/ 

strongyloidiasis intestinal infestation 
with threadworms 
stron-jil-oy-dy-uh-siss 
/ strond3iar‘datesis/ 

strontium chemical element 
stron-ti-uhm /‘strontiem/ 

strophe section of an ancient Greek 
choral ode 
stroh-fi /'straofi/ 

Stroud town, England 
strowd /'straud/ 

strudel pastry dessert 
shtroo-duhl /‘Stru:dal/ 


Struve, Otto | succedaneum 


Struve, Otto Russian-born American 
astronomer 
stroo-vuh /'stru:va/ 

Struwwelpeter fictional character in 
German fairytale 
stroo-vuhl-pay-tuhr 
/‘stru:val petta(r)/ 

strychnine poison 
strik-neen /‘strikni:n/ 

stucco fine plaster 
stuk-oh /'stakau/ 

Stuckism contemporary art movement 
stuk-iz-uhm /‘stakizem/ 

studdingsail additional sail 
stun-suhl /‘stansal/ 

Stuka German military aircraft 
shtook-uh /‘Stu:ka/ 

stupa dome-shaped building erected as a 
Buddhist shrine 
stoo-puh /‘stu:po/ 

Sturmer variety of apple 
stur-muhr /‘sta:(ryma(r)/ 

Sturm und Drang artistic movement 
shtoorm uunt drang /,Jtue(r)m ont 
‘dran/ 

Stuttgart city, Germany 
shtuut-gart /‘Stotga:(r)t/ 

Stuyvesant, Peter Dutch-born 
American statesman 
sty-vuh-suhnt /‘starvasant/ 

Stygian relating to the River Styx 
stij-i-uhn /‘stid3ion/ 

stymie prevent progress 
sty-mi /‘starmi/ 

styptic capable of causing bleeding to 
stop 
stip-tik /‘stiptrk/ 

Styria state, Austria 
stirr-i-uh /‘strria/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Steiermark, pronounced 
shty-uhr-mark. 


Styx Greek mythological river 
stiks /sttks/ 


suave charming and elegant 
swahv /swa:v/ 


subaltern officer in the British army 
sub-uhl-tuhrn /‘sabalta(r)n/ 

Subaru Japanese car manufacturers 
soo-bar-oo /‘su:ba:ru:/ 

Subbuteo trademark tabletop soccer 
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sub-yoo-ti-oh /sa'bju:tiau/ 
sub judice under judicial consideration 
sub joo-diss-i /sab 'd3u:disi/ 


Less commonly also suub yoo-dik-ay; see 
LATIN panel. 


subjugate bring under control 
sub-juug-ayt /‘sabd3ugert/ 
suborn bribe 
suh-born /sa'bo:(r)n/ 
Subotica city, Serbia 
soo-bubh-tit-suh /‘su:batitsa/ 
subpoena writ ordering a person to 
attend a court 
suh-pee-nuh /sa'pi:na/ 
sub rosa happening in secret 
sub roh-zuh / sab 'rauza/ 
subsequence state of following 
something 
sub-sik-wuhnss /‘sabsikwens/ 


subsequence sequence contained in 
another sequence 
sub-seek-wuhnss /‘sab,si:kwons/ 


subsidence gradual caving in of an area 
of land 
suhb-sy-duhnss /sab'saidons/ 


Less commonly also sub-sid-uhnss. 
subsidiarity political principle 
suhb-sid-i-arr-it-i /sab,sidi'artti/ 


substantive having a firm basis in reality 
sub-stuhn-tiv /‘sabstentiv/ 


Sometimes also suhb-stan-tiv. 


subsume absorb 
suhb-syoom /sab'sju:m/ 
subterfuge deceit 
sub-tuhr-fyooj /'sabta(r)fju:d3/ 
subtle delicate or precise 
sut-uhl /'satal/ 


Subud mystical movement 
suub-ood /su'bu:d/ 

succah (also sukkah) booth in which a 
practising Jew spends part of Succoth 
suuk-uh /'suko/ 


succedaneum pl. succedanea substitute, 
especially for a medicine 
suk-suh-day-ni-uhm, 
pl. suk-suh-day-ni-uh /,saksa'demniam/, 
pl. /-nia/ 
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succés de scandale success due to 
notoriety 
suek-say duh skah(ng)-dal /syk,sei da 
ska'dal/ 

succinct briefly expressed 
suhk-sinkt /sak'sinkt/ 

succotash maize and bean dish 
suk-uh-tash /‘sakataS/ 

Succoth (also Sukkot) Jewish festival 
suuk-oht /su'kaut/ 


This is the Hebrew pronunciation; suk-uht 
and suuk-uhss are also possible. 


succour assistance and support 
suk-uhr /‘saka(r)/ 

succubus pl. succubi female demon 
suk-yuub-uhss, pl. suk-yuub-y 
/'sakjubas/, pl. /-bat/ 

Suchard Swiss confectionery 
manufacturers 
soo-shard /'su:fa:(r)d/ 

Suchet, David English actor 
soo-shay /'su:fe1/ 

Sucre legal capital of Bolivia 
sook-ray /‘su:kret/ 

sucre currency unit, Ecuador 
sook-ray /'su:kret/ 

sucrose chemical compound 
soo-krohz /‘su:krauz/ 


Less commonly also syoo-krohss. 


Sudan country 
soo-dan /su:'dan/ 


Commonly also soo-dahn; both 
pronunciations are widely used. 


Siiddeutsche Zeitung German 
newspaper 
zuet-doy-chuh tsy-tuung /,zy:tdoitfa 
'tsartun/ 

Sudetenland region, Czech Republic 
zoo-day-tuhn-land /zu:'dertan,land/ 

Sudjic, Deyan English architecture 
critic 
day-an soo-jitch /,deian ‘su:d3itf/ 

sudoku Japanese number puzzle 

soo-doh-koo /su:'dauku:/ 


The puzzle has only recently become 
popular in the UK, and various anglicized 
pronunciations are in use. Less commonly 
also soo-dok-oo or soo-dok-oo. This last 
pronunciation was the one preferred by 
native speakers of Japanese whom we 
consulted. 


succés de scandale | Sulawesi 


Sudra Hindu caste 
sood-ruh /'su:dra/ 
suerte action performed by a bullfighter 
swair-tay /‘swe:(r)te1/ 
Suetonius Roman biographer 
so0-uh-toh-ni-uhss /sua'taunias/ 
Suez isthmus between the Mediterranean 
and the Red Sea 
$oo-iz /‘su:z/ 
suffice be enough 
suh-fyss /sa'fais/ 
Suffolk county, England 
suf-uhk /‘safak/ 
suffragan assistant bishop 
suf-ruh-guhn /'safragen/ 
suffrage right to vote 
suf-rij /‘safrid3/ 
Sufi Muslim ascetic and mystic 
soo-fi /‘su:fi/ 
Suharto, Mohamed Indonesian 
statesman 
moh-ham-uhd soo-har-toh 
/meau,hamad su:‘ha:(r)tau/ 
Sui Chinese dynasty 
sway /swel/ 
sui generis unique 
soo-i jen-uh-riss /,su:i ‘d3enarts/ 
Suisse see Switzerland 
suk (also sukh) see souk 
Sukarno, Achmad Indonesian 
statesman 
akh-mad suuk-ar-noh /,axmad 
su'ka:(r)nau/ 
Sukarnoputri, Megawati Indonesian 
stateswoman 
meg-uh-wah-ti suuk-ar-noh-poot-ri 
/megewa:ti su,ka:(r)nao'pu:tri/ 
Sukhoi Russian military aircraft 
suukh-oy /su'xor/ 
Sukhotai (also Sukhothai) town, 
Thailand 
suuk-uh-ty /,suka'tar/ 
sukiyaki Japanese meat dish 
suuk-i-yak-i /,sukr'jaki/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 
sukkah see succah 
Sukkot see Succoth 
Sukkur city, Pakistan 
suk-uhr /‘saka(r)/ 
Sulawesi island, Indonesia 
soo-luh-way-si /,su:la'weisi/ 


Sulaymaniyah, al- | surcingle 


Sulaymaniyah, al- (also 
as-Sulaimaniya) town, Iraq 
uh-soo-lay-mah-nee-yuh 
/a,suileima:'ni:ja/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

sulcus pl. sulci groove or furrow 
sul-kuhss, pl. sul-sy /‘salkas/, pl. /-sat/ 
* See LATIN panel. 

Suleiman (also Sulayman) name of 
several Muslim rulers, after an Islamic 
prophet 
soo-lay-mahn / su:ler'ma:n/ 

Sulla Roman general 
sul-uh /‘sala/ 

Sullom Voe inlet on Shetland, Scotland 
suul-uhm voh /,sulam ‘vau/ 

sulphuric containing sulphur or 
sulphuric acid 
sulf-yoor-ik /sal'fjuartk/ 

Sulpician secular Roman Catholic priest 
sul-pish-uhn /sal'prfan/ 

Sulu Sea sea, Malay Archipelago 
so0o0-loo /‘su:lu:/ 

sumac (also sumach) shrub 
soo-mak /'su:mak/ 

Sumatra island, Indonesia 
so0-mah-truh /su:'ma:tra/ 

Sumbawa island, Indonesia 
suum-bah-wuh /sum'ba:wa/ 

Sumer ancient region, Iraq 
soo-muhr /‘su:ma(r)/ 

Sumerian relating to Sumer 
suum-eer-i-uhn /su'miarien/ 

Sumer is icumen in early piece of 
English music 
sum-uhr iz uh-kum-in in /,sama(r) 1z 
a'kamin ,m/ 

summa cum laude ‘with highest 
distinction’ (Latin) 
suum-uh kuum low-day /,soma kum 
‘lauder/ 


Used largely with reference to university 
degrees. More anglicized pronunciations 
such as sum-uh kum law-di are also heard; 
see LATIN panel. 


summat ‘something’ (dialect) 
sum-uht /‘samat/ 

sumo Japanese heavyweight wrestling 
soo-moh /‘su:mau/ 

Sumgayit city, Azerbaijan 
suum-kah-yeet / somka:ji:t/ 
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Sumy city, Ukraine 
soo-mi /‘su:mi/ 

Sunda Islands islands, Malay 
Archipelago 
suun-duh /'sunde/ 

Sundarbans region, India and 
Bangladesh 
suun-duhr-bunz /‘sunda(r)banz/ 

Sunna Muslim law based on 
Muhammad's words or acts 
suun-uh /‘suone/ 

Sunni orthodox branch of Islam 
suun-i /'suni/ 

sunyata Buddhist doctrine 
shoon-yuh-tah /‘Su:njata:/ 

Sun Yat-sen Chinese statesman 
suun yat sen /|son jat 'sen/ 

Suomi see Finland 

Suor Angelica opera by Puccini 
swor an-jel-ik-uh / swo:(r) an‘d3eliko/ 

superciliary relating to the eyebrow 
soo-puhr-sil-i-uh-ri /,su:pa(r)'siliari/ 
This and other words with super- are less 
commonly also pronounced syoo-puhr. 


superfluity unnecessarily large amount 
soo-puhr-floo-it-i /,su:pa(r)'flu:iti/ 

superlative of the highest quality 
soo-pur-luh-tiv /su:’pa:(r)lativ/ 

supernal relating to the sky or the 
heavens 
soo-pur-nuhl /su:'pa:(r)nal/ 

supersede take the place of 
soo-puhr-seed /,su:pa(r)'si:d/ 

suppurate form pus 
sup-yuh-rayt /‘sapjorert/ 

supraventricular tachycardia 
irregular heartbeat 
soop-ruh-vent-rik-yuul-uhr 
tak-i-kar-di-uh /su:praven,trikjule(r) 
taki'ka:(r)dia/ 

supremacy superiority 
soop-rem-ub-si /su:'‘premasi/ 

sura (also surah) chapter of the Koran 
soor-uh /‘suara/ 

Surabaya port, Indonesia 
soor-uh-by-uh / suara'bata/ 

Surat city, India 
soor-uht /‘suarat/ 

surcingle strap for a horse 
sur-sing-guhl /'sa:(r)singal/ 
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Streté French police department 
suer-tay /syr'ter/ 
surety person who takes responsibility 
for another 
shoor-uh-ti /‘Suarati/ 
surfactant chemical! substance 
suhr-fak-tuhnt /sa(r)'faktent/ 
surimi minced fish 
soo-ree-mi /su:'ri:mi/ 
Suriname (also Surinam) country 
soor-in-am / suart'nam/, Dutch 
(syri'na:ma] 
* Established anglicization. 
surmise suppose that something is true 
suhr-myz /sa(r)'maiz/ 
surplice white vestment 
sur-pliss /'sa:(r)plis/ 
surrogate substitute 
surr-uh-guht /‘saragat/ 
Surtees, Robert Smith English 
journalist and novelist 
sur-teez /'sa:(r)ti:z/ 
Surtsey island, Iceland 
surt-si /'sa:(r)tsi/ 
surveillance close observation 
suhr-vay-luhnss /sa(r)'vetlans/ 
Surya Hindu god 
soor-yuh /‘sua(r)ja/ 
sushi Japanese rice dish 
soo-shi /‘su:Si/ 
Susquehanna river, US 
susk-wuh-han-uh / saskwa‘hana/ 
Sustrans environmental charity 
suss-tranz /'sastranz/ 
Siissmayr, Franz Xaver Austrian 
composer 
frants ksah-vuhr zuess-my-uhr 
/ frants ,ksa:va(r) 'zysmatra(r)/ 
Susu West African ethnic group 
$00-S00 /'su:su:/ 
susurration whispering or rustling 
soo-suh-ray-shuhn / su:sa'rerfan/ 
Sutherland, Joan Australian operatic 
soprano 
suth-uhr-luhnd /‘sada(r)land/ 
Sutlej river, India and Pakistan 
sut-lej /‘satled3/ 
sutra rule or aphorism in Sanskrit 
literature 
soot-ruh /‘su:tra/ 
suture stitch holding together a wound 


Sireté | swami 


soo-chuhr /‘su:tfa(r)/ 

Suva capital of Fiji 
soo-vuh /'su:va/ 

Suwannee (also Swanee) river, US 
suu-won-i /su'woni/ 

suzerain sovereign having some control 
over another state 
soo-zuh-rayn /‘su:zerem/ 

Suzhou city, China 
soo-joh /,su:'d320/ 

Suzman, Helen South African 
politician 
suuz-muhn /‘suzman/ 

Suzuki Japanese motorcycle 
manufacturers 
suuz-oo-ki /su'zu:ki/ 

Svalbard islands, Arctic Ocean 
svahl-bar /‘sva:lba:(r)/ 

Svedberg unit of time equal to 10-13 
seconds 
sved-burg /‘svedba:(r)g/ 

Svengali person who exercises a 
controlling influence on another 
sven-gah-li /sven'ga:li/ 

Svenska Dagbladet Swedish 
newspaper 
sven-skuh dahg-blah-duht /,svenska 
‘da:gbla:dat/ 

Sverige see Sweden 

Svetambara sect of Jainism 
swet-ahm-buh-ruh /swe'ta:mbara/ 

Svizzera see Switzerland 

Svoboda, Lutvik Czechoslovakian 
statesman 
luud-veek svob-od-uh / ludvi:k 
‘svpbode/ 

Swabia former duchy, Germany 
sway-bi-uh /‘swerbia/ 
Established anglicization. The German 


name is Schwaben, pronounced 
shvah-buhn. 


swadeshi made in India 
swad-esh-i /swa'deSi/ 

Swaffham town, England 
swof-uhm /'swofam/ 

Swahili language 
swuh-hee-li /swa‘hi:li/ 

swami Hindu male religious teacher 
swah-mi /'‘swa:mi/ 


Swammerdam, Jan | Symons, Julian 


Swammerdam, Jan Dutch naturalist 
and microscopist 
yun swum-uhr-dum /,jan 
swama(r)'dam/ 

Swanee see Suwannee 

SWAPO South West Africa People’s 
Organization 
swah-poh /'swa:pau/ 

sward expanse of short grass 
sword /swo:(r)d/ 

Swarofski cut-crystal manufacturers 
swuh-rof-ski /swa'rpfski/ 

swathe wrap in layers of fabric 
swayth /swe10/ 

SWAT team group of police marksmen 
swot /swot/ 

Swaziland country, Africa 
swah-zi-land /'swa:ziland/ 

Sweden country 
sweed-uhn /'swi:dan/ 


Established anglicization. The Swedish 
name is Sverige, pronounced svair-yuh 
['sverja]. 


Swedenborg, Emanuel Swedish 
scientist and mystic 
sweed-uhn-borg /‘swi:danba:(r)g/, 
{e'ma:neel 'sve:denborj] 

* Established anglicization. 

Sweelinck, Jan Pieterzoon Dutch 
composer 
yun pee-tuhr-sohn sway-link /,jan 
(pi:ta(r)saun 'swerlink/ 

swingeing severe or extreme 
swin-jing /‘swind31/ 

swingometer device used to 
demonstrate a political swing 
swing-om-uh-tuhr /swm'pmata(r)/ 

Swiss Re building London landmark, 
better known as the Gherkin 
swiss ree /,swis 'ri:/ 

Switzerland country 
swit-suhr-luhnd /‘switsa(r)lend/ 


Established anglicization. The French name 
is Suisse, pronounced sweess, the German 
name is Schweiz, pronounced shvyts, and 
the Italian name is Svizzera, pronounced 
zvit-serr-uh. 


Syal, Meera English comedian 
meer-uh sy-uhl /, mara ‘satal/ 

sybaritic fond of sensuous pleasure 
sib-uh-rit-ik /,stba'ritrk/ 
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sycophant person who acts obsequiously 
in order to gain advantage 
sik-uh-fant /‘sikafant/ 


Sycorax Shakespearean witch 
sik-uh-raks /‘stkaraks/ 


Sydenham, Thomas English physician 
sid-uh-nuhm /‘sidanam/ 


Sydow, Max von Swedish actor 
fon sue-dov /fpn 'sy:dov/ 


Syktyvkar city, Russia 
sik-tif-kar / siktif'ka:(r)/ 


Sylhet region, Bangladesh 
sil-het /sil'het/ 


syllabary set of written characters 
representing syllables 
sil-uh-buh-ri /‘stlebeari/ 
syllabification division of words into 
syllables 
sil-ab-if-ik-ay-shuhn /s1,labrfi'ke1fon/ 
syllable unit of pronunciation having one 


vowel sound 
sil-uh-buhl /‘stlebel/ 


syllabub whipped cream dessert 
sil-uh-bub /‘stlabab/ 


syllabus p!. syllabi subjects in a 
course of study 
sil-uh-buhss, pl. sil-uh-by /‘stlabas/, pl. 
/-bat/ 
Standard -es plural is also possible. 


syllepsis pl. syllepses figure of speech 
sil-ep-siss, pl. sil-ep-seez /sr'lepsis/, pl. 
/-sizz/ 

syllogism form of reasoning 
sil-uh-jiz-uhm /'silo,d31zom/ 

sylph mythological spirit 
silf /silf/ 

Sylvaner variety of wine grape 
sit-vah-nuhr /sil'va:na(r)/ 

symbiosis pl. symbioses interaction 
between two different organisms 
sim-by-oh-siss, pl. sim-by-oh-seez 
/,sumbarausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 

Symonds Yat village, England 
sim-uhnz yat /,stmanz ‘jat/ 


Symons, Arthur English poet 
sim-uhnz /‘stmanz/ 


Symons, Julian English writer 
sy-muhnz /‘satmenz/ 
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Swedish 


Swedish (svenska in Swedish, pronounced sven-skuh) is a North 
Germanic language. It is spoken by about 8 million people in Sweden, 
and as mother tongue by about 300,000 people in Finland. This makes 
Swedish the most widely spoken of the Scandinavian languages. 
Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian are closely related, although Danish 
pronunciation differs in many aspects, and a Swede will find it much 
easier to understand Norwegian than (spoken) Danish. Many of the 
points discussed below will be true for Norwegian as well. 

This is not intended to be a full account of Swedish phonology, and 
the pronunciations given here are, as always, somewhat anglicized in 
line with BBC policy and the constraints of the phonetic respelling. 


Tone 

One distinguishing feature of Swedish, famously caricatured by the 
Swedish chef in The Muppet Show, is the ‘sing-song’ quality. Swedish is 
a tone language, and there are around 300 word pairs that differ only 
in the use of tonal accent. Swedish has two tones, sometimes referred 
to as acute and grave accent. Acute accent, or single tone, makes the 
word anden mean the duck. Grave accent, or double tone, makes the 
same word mean the spirit. This is not a feature we can retain in 
anglicized Swedish. For more on tone please refer to the Tone panel. 


Stress 

Stress (whether it is acute or grave accent) often falls on the first 
syllable of a word, but this is variable and it is advisable to check each 
individual case by consulting a Swedish dictionary. 


Vowels 

There are nine vowels, which can all be long or short. Vowels are 

usually long before a single consonant and short before a double 

consonant. Rata is rah-tuh and ratta is rat-uh. 

A is pronounced ah when long and a when short. 

E is pronounced close to ay (although not diphthongal in Swedish) 
when long and e when short. Unstressed E is commonly schwa (uh). 

lis pronounced ee when long and i when short. 

O is pronounced oo when long and either uu or o when short. Mor is 
moor, moster is muust-uhr, but monster is mon-stuhr. 

U is pronounced close to oo when long and uu when short. 
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Y is pronounced ue (as in French vz) when short and ue (as in German 
Siinf when short). 

Ais pronounced close to oh (but not diphthongal in Swedish) when 
long, and o when short. We often also use aw to reflect long A. 

A is pronounced air, without the -r, when long and e when short. When 
no R is present in the orthography we have to respell long A as ay or 
ah. 


O is pronounced oe (as in French pez) when long and oe (as in French 
coeur) when short. 


Aand O are written A and @ respectively in Norwegian and Danish. 


Consonants 

Most Swedish consonants are straightforward, although certain 

consonant combinations, such as TJ and SJ, can be difficult for English 

speakers, and often get inconsistently anglicized in different ways. 
Double consonants, like the BB in Abba, are, as in Italian, pro- 

nounced as such, but since this does not occur in English, it is not 

something we can reflect when giving recommendations for Swedish. 


B, D, F, H, L, M,N, P, T, and V are pronounced as in English, but see 
D, T, and L in combination with other letters below. 

C is usually pronounced k before A, O, U, and A, and s before E, I, Y, A, 
and O. 

CH is usually pronounced close to sh, but CHR is kr. 

DJ, GJ, and LJ are pronounced y (as in yes). Fredrik ‘Freddie’ Ljung- 
berg is yuung-bairg, not lung-bairg! 

G is pronounced g before A, O, U, and A, and usually y before E, I, Y, A, 
and O. The G in Borg and Berg is always y, although in this position 
we usually anglicize to g—as in Ljungberg above. 

J is pronounced y. 

K is pronounced k before A, O, U, and A, and usually close to sh before 
E, I, Y, A, and O. 

KJ is pronounced close to sh. 

S is always pronounced s. 

R plus another consonant makes that consonant retroflex (i.e. 

pronounced with the tongue curled back, sounds which are common in 
Hindi and other Indian languages). The R itself is silent. 

SJ is pronounced as sh and kh (as in Scottish /och) simultaneously. 
There is some variation in the Swedish pronunciation, and it is usu- 
ally anglicized to sh. 


SK is pronounced in the same way as SJ, but only before E, I, Y, A, and 
O. Otherwise it is pronounced sk. 


TJ is pronounced close to sh. 
W only exists in old-fashioned spellings, and is pronounced v. 
Z exists mostly in loanwords and is pronounced s. Zoo is soo. 
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symposium 1. symposia conference or 
meeting to discuss a particular subject 
sim-poh-zi-uhm, pl. sim-poh-zi-uh 
/sum‘pauziam/, pl. /-zia/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 

synagogue building where a Jewish 
congregation meets 
sin-uh-gog /‘sinagng/ 

synapse junction between two nerve cells 
sy-naps /'sainaps/ 


Commonly also sin-aps. 


synchronicity simultaneous occurrence 
of events 
sink-ruh-niss-it-i /,stnkra‘nisiti/ 
syncopate displacing musical beats 
sink-uh-payt /‘sinkapelt/ 
syncope fainting spell 
sink-uh-pi /‘sinkapi/ 
syncretism amalgamation of different 
religions or cultures 
sink-ruh-tiz-uhm /'smkratizam/ 
syndactyly webbed fingers or toes 
sin-dak-til-i /sm‘daktili/ 
syne ago 
syn /sain/ 
synecdoche figure of speech 
sin-ek-duh-ki /sr'nekdaki/ 
Synge, J. M. Irish dramatist 
sing /s1n/ 
synod church assembly 
sin-uhd /‘smad/ 
synonymous having the same meaning 
sin-on-im-uhss /sr'nonimes/ 
synopsis pl. synopses brief summary 
sin-op-siss, pl. sin-op-seez /si'nppsis/, 
pl. /-si:z/ 
synovial physiological joint surrounded 
by fluid 
sy-noh-vi-uhl /sar'nauvial/ 
syntagmatic grammatical 
sin-tag-mat-ik / sintag'matik/ 
syntax grammar 
sin-taks /‘smtaks/ 
synthesis p!. syntheses combination of 
elements to form a whole 
sin-thuh-siss, pl. sin-thuh-seez 
/‘smOtsts/, pl. /-si:z/ 
Syracuse town, Sicily 
sy-ruh-kyooz /'sairakju:z/ 


symposium | Szymanowski, Karol 


Established anglicization. Italian name is 
Siracusa, pronunced see-rak-oo-zuh. 


Syracuse city, US 
sirr-uh-kyooz /'sirakju:z/ 

Syrah black wine grape 
seer-uh /‘stora/ 

Syria country 
sirr-i-uh /‘stria/ 

syringe tube for sucking in and ejecting 
liquid 
sirr-inj /st'rind3/ 

syrinx pan pipes 
sirr-inks /‘sirmks/ 

syrtaki Greek folk dance 
seer-tak-i /sie(r)'taki/ 

systemic relating to a system 
sist-em-ik /si'stem1k/ 


Less commonly also sist-ee-mik. 


systole phase of the heartbeat 
sist-uh-li /‘ststali/ 

syzygy conjunction or opposition 
siz-uh-ji /‘stzad3i/ 

Szczecin city, Poland 
shchetch-een /'StSetfi:n/ 

Szechuan type of Chinese cuisine 
setch-wahn /se'tSwa:n/ 
Established anglicization. This is also an 


alternative transliteration of the Chinese 
province SICHUAN. 


Szeged city, Hungary 
seg-ed /'seged/ 

Szigeti, Joseph Hungarian-American 
violinist 
sig-et-i /si'geti/ 
Established anglicization. The Hungarian 
pronunciation for this surname is sig-et-i. 


Szilard, Leo Hungarian-American 
physicist 
zil-ard /‘zrla:(r)d/ 

Szirtes, George Hungarian-British poet 
sur-teez /'sa:(r)ti:z/ 

Szpilman, Wladystaw Polish pianist 
vwad-iss-waf shpeel-man /vwa,diswaf 
‘Spi:lman/ 

Szymanowski, Karol Polish composer 
karr-ol shim-an-of-ski /,karvl 
Srma'nofski/ 
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T 


tabard sleeveless garment 
tab-ard /‘taba:(r)d/ 
Tabasco state, Mexico 
tuh-bask-oh /ta'baskau/ 
tabbouleh Middle Eastern salad 
tuh-boo-lay /ta’bu:ler/ 
tabernacle dwelling 
tab-uhr-nak-uhl /‘taba(r) nakal/ 
tabes emaciation 
tay-beez /‘terbi:z/ 
tabi Japanese sock 
tah-bi /‘ta:bi/ 
tabla drum 
tub-luh /'tabla/ 
tablature musical notation 
tab-luh-chuh(r) /‘tabletfa(r)/ 
tableau vivant group of people arranged 
to represent a scene 
tab-loh vee-vo(ng) /,tablau ‘vi:vi/ 
table d’héte fixed price restaurant meal 
tah-bluh doht / ta:blo '‘dout/ 
tabor drum 
tay-buhr /‘terba(r)/ 
Tabriz city, Iran 
tab-reez /ta’bri:z/ 
tabula rasa pl. tabulae rasae blank slate 
tab-yuul-uh rah-zuh, pl. tab-yoo-lee 
rah-zee / tabjula 'ra:za/, pl. /,tabjoli: 
"ra:zi:/ 
tacamahac poplar tree 
tak-uh-muh-hak /‘takoma,hak/ 
tacet musical term 
tass-uht /‘tasat/ 
tachi samurai sword 
tatch-i /‘tatSi/ 
tachism French art movement 
tash-iz-uhm /‘tafizam/ 
tachometer speedometer 
tak-om-uh-tuhr /ta'komata(r)/ 
tachycardia abnormally rapid heart rate 
tak-i-kar-di-uh / taki'ka:(r)dia/ 
tachyon hypothetical particle 
tak-i-on /‘takion/ 
tacit understood without being stated 


tass-it /‘tasit/ 

taciturn uncommunicative 
tass-it-urn /‘tasite:(r)n/ 

Tacitus Roman historian 
tass-it-uhss /‘tasttas/ 

taco Mexican dish 
tak-oh /‘takau/ 

Tadhg Irish boy's name 
tyg /targ/ 

Tadmutr city, Syria; also called Palmyra 
tad-moor /‘tadmua(r)/ 

tae-bo trademark exercise system 
ty-boh /‘tarbau/ 

taedium vitae state of ennui 
tee-di-uhm vee-ty /,ti:diem ‘vi:ta1/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Taegu see Daegu 

Taejon city, South Korea 
tej-on /'ted3nn/ 

tae kwon do Korean martial art 
ty kwon doh /,tar kwon ‘dau/ 

tael weight used in China 
tayl /terl/ 

Taff river, Wales 
taf /taf/, [tav] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

taenia pl. taeniae flat physiological 
structure 
tee-ni-uh, pl. tee-ni-ee /'ti:nia/, pl. 
/-nii:/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

taffeta silk fabric 
taf-uh-tuh /'tafata/ 

Tagalog Philippine language and people 
tuh-gah-log /ta'ga:log/ 

Taganrog port, Russia 
tag-uhn-rog /,tagen'rog/ 

tagetes daisy plant 
tuh-jeet-eez /ta'd3i:ti:z/ 

tagine (also tajine) North African stew 
tuh-zheen /ta'3i:n/ 


Less commonly also tuh-jeen; see ARABIC 
panel. 


tagliatelle kind of pasta 
tal-yuh-tel-ay / talja'teler/ 
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Tagore, Rabindranath | Taliesin 


Commonly also tag-li-uh-tel-i, a more 
anglicized pronunciation. 


Tagore, Rabindranath Indian writer 
ruh-bin-drun-ut tuh-gor /ra,bindranat 
ta'ga:(r)/ 

Tagus river, Spain and Portugal 
tay-guhss /‘tergas/ 

Established anglicization. The Portuguese 
name is Tejo, pronounced tezh-oo ['tezu], 
and the Spanish name is Tajo, pronounced 
takh-oh ['taxo]. 


tahini sesame sced paste 
tuh-hee-ni /ta‘hi:ni/ 

Tahiti island, South Pacific 
tuh-hee-ti /ta'hi:ti/ 

Tahitian native of Tahiti 
tuh-hee-shuhn /ta'hi:fan/ 

Tahoe lake, US 
tah-hoh /‘ta:hau/ 

Tai’an city, China 
ty-an /,tar'an/ 

Vai chi ch’uan Chinese system of 
calisthenics 
ty chee chwan /,ta1 tSi:'tSwan/ 

Taichung city, Taiwan 
ty-juung /,tar'd3o0n/ 

Ta if, al- city, Saudi Arabia 
uh-tah-if /a'ta:f/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

Taig insulting name for a Catholic 
tayg /terg/ 

taiga swampy forest 
ty-guh /'taiga/ 

taiko Japanese drum 
ty-koh /‘tatkau/ 

Tailleferre, Germaine French 
composer and pianist 
zhair-men ty-fair /3e:(r),men tar'fe:(r)/ 

Taimyr peninsula, Russia 
ty-meer /tar'mia(r)/ 

Tain Boé Cuailnge Irish tale 
tawn boh kool-nyuh /,ta:n bau 
‘ku:lnja/ 

: taipan snake 
ty-pan /‘tarpan/ 

Taipei capita! of Taiwan 
ty-pay /,tar'pel/ 

Taittinger brand of champagne 
tay-ta(ng)-zhay /teité'3e1/ 

Taiwan country 
ty-wahn /tar'wa:n/ 


Commonly also ty-won or ty-wan. 


Taiyuan city, China 
ty-yue-an / taijy'an/ 

Ta’iz city, Yemen 
tah-iz /ta:'12/ 

Taizé Christian community 
tez-ay /te'ze1/ 

Tajik Asian ethnic group 
taj-ik /‘tad3ik/ 

Tajikistan independent republic 
tuh-jik-ist-ahn /ta,d31k1'sta:n/ 

tajine see tagine 

Taj Mahal mausoleum, India 
tahj muh-hahl / ta:d3 me’ha:1/ 

Tajo see Tagus 

taka currency unit, Bangladesh 
tah-kuh /‘ta:ka/ 

takahe flightless bird 
tah-kuh-hi /‘ta:kahi/ 

takin animal 
tah-kin /‘ta:kin/ 

Taklimakan (also Takla Makan) desert, 
China 
tah-kluh-muh-kahn /,ta:klama'ka:n/ 

Takoradi port, Ghana 
tak-uh-rah-di /tako'ra:di/ 

tala currency unit, Samoa 
tah-luh /‘ta:la/ 

Talafar town, Iraq 
tal-ah-fuhr /ta'la:fa(r)/ 

talapoin Buddhist monk or priest 
tal-uh-poyn /‘talapom/ 

talaq Islamic divorce 
tal-ahk /ta'la:k/ 

talaria winged sandals 
tuh-lair-i-uh /ta'le:ria/ 

Talbot, Fox English pioneer of 
photography 
tawl-buht /‘to:lbat/ 
This British surname is variously 
pronounced tal-buht or tawl-buht, 
depending on individual preference. 


taleggio soft Italian cheese 
tal-ej-oh /ta'led3au/ 

tales writ for summoning jurors 
tay-leez /‘teili:z/ 

Taliban (also Taleban) fundamentalist 
Muslim movement 
tal-ib-an /‘taliban/ 

Taliesin Welsh bard 
tal-yay-sin /,tal'jetsim/ 


talipes | tangi 


talipes club foot 
tal-ip-eez /‘talipi:z/ 
talisman lucky object 
tal-iz-muhn /‘talizman/ 
tallage medieval taxation system 
tal-uhj /‘taled3/ 
Tallaght town, Republic of Ireland 
tal-uh /‘talo/ 
Tallahassee city, US 
tal-uh-hass-i /,tala‘hasi/ 
Talleyrand French statesman 
tal-i-rand /‘talirand/, [talera] 
* Established anglicization. 
Tallinn capital of Estonia 
tal-in /‘talm/ 
Tallis, Thomas English composer 
tal-iss /‘talis/ 
tallith Jewish prayer shawl 
tal-ith /‘tal16/ 
Talmud body of Jewish law 
tal-muud /‘talmud/ 
talus pl. tali ankle bone 
tay-luhss, pl. tay-ly /‘tetlas/, pl. /‘terla1/ 
talwar Indian sword 
tul-war /tal'wa:(r)/ 
tamagotchi trademark electronic toy 
tam-uh-gotch-i /,tama'gotfi/ 
tamale Mexican dish 
tuh-mah-lay /ta'ma:le1/ 
tamandua anteater 
tam-and-wah /taman‘dwa:/ 
Tamar river, England 
tay-mar /‘terma:(r)/ 
tamari Japanese soy sauce 
tuh-mar-i /ta'ma:zri/ 
tamarind ingredient in Indian cookery 
tam-uh-rind /‘tamerind/ 
tamarisk tree 
tam-uh-risk /‘tamarisk/ 
Tamaulipas state, Mexico 
tam-ow-lee-pass /,tamau'li:pas/ 
Tambo, Oliver South African politician 
tam-boh /‘tambau/ 
tambotie African tree 
tam-boo-ti /tam’bu:ti/ 
tambour small drum 
tam-boor /‘tambua(r)/ 
tamboura (also tambura) lute-like 
musical instrument 
tam-boor-uh /tam'buare/ 
tambourine percussion instrument 
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tam-buh-reen / tamba'ri:n/ 
Tambov city, Russia 
tam-bof /tam'bof/ 
Tamburlaine play by Marlowe 
tam-buhr-layn /‘tamba(r)lern/ 
Tamerlane Mongol ruler of Samarkand 
tam-uhr-layn /‘tama(r)lemn/ 
Tamil Indian language and ethnic group 
tam-il /‘tamil/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Tamil Nadu state, India 
tum-il nah-doo /,tamil '‘na:du:/ 
Tammany organization within the US 
Democratic Party 
tam-uh-ni /‘tamani/ 
Tammuz Mesopotamian god 
tam-uuz /'tamuz/ 
tam-o’-shanter woollen cap 
tam-uh-shan-tuhr /,tama’fanta(r)/ 
tamoxifen breast cancer drug 
tuh-mok-sif-en /ta'mpksifen/ 
Tampa port, US 
tam-puh /‘tampa/ 
Tampere city, Finland 
tam-perr-uh /‘tampera/ 
Tampico port, Mexico 
tam-pee-koh /tam'pi:kou/ 
Tamworth town, England 
tam-wuhrth /‘tamwa(r)0/ 
Tana lake, Ethiopia 
tah-nuh /‘ta:no/ 
Tanagra ancient Greek city 
tan-uh-gruh /‘tanagro/ 
Tanaiste deputy Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Ireland 
taw-nish-tyuh /‘to:n1Jtja/ 
Tancredi opera by Rossini 
tank-ray-di /tan‘kreidi/ 
tandoori style of Indian cooking 
tan-door-i /tan'duari/ 
Tang Chinese dynasty 
tang /tan/ 
Tanga port, Tanzania 
tang-guh /‘tanga/ 
tangata whenua Maori people 
tang-at-uh fen-oo-uh /,tanata 'fenuo/ 
Tange, Kenzo Japanese architect 
ken-zoh tang-gay /,kenzau 'tange1/ 
tangent straight line 
tan-juhnt /‘tandzent/ 
tangi Maori funeral 
tang-i /‘tani/ 
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Tangier seaport, Morocco 
tan-jeer /tan'd3ia(r)/ 

Tangshan city, China 
tang-shan /tan'fan/ 

tanh hyperbolic tangent 
tan-aytch /tan'eitS/ 


Sometimes the A is incorporated into the 
pronunciation in other ways, as tansh or 
than. 


taniwha Maori legendary monster 
tan-if-ah /‘tanifa:/ 

Tannhdauser German poet 
tan-hoy-zuhr /‘tanhaiza(r)/ 

tanpura Indian musical instrument 
tun-poo-ruh /tan'pu:ra/ 

Tantallon castle, Scotland 
tan-tal-uhn /tan'talen/ 

tantalum chemical element 
tan-tuh-luhm /‘tantalam/ 

Tantalus Greek mythological character 
tant-uh-luhss /‘tantalos/ 

tant mieux ‘so much the better’ (French) 
tah(ng) myoe /,ta ‘mjo/ 

tant pis ‘so much the worse’ (French) 
tah(ng) pee / ta 'pi:/ 

Tanzania country 
tan-zuh-nee-uh /,tanza'‘ni:a/ 

Tao Chinese principle 
tow /tau/ 

Taoiseach Prime Minister of the Irish 
Republic 
tee-shok /'ti:fok/ 

Taoism Chinese philosophy 
tow-iz-uhm /‘tavrzam/ 

Taormina town, Sicily 
towr-mee-nuh / taor'mi:na/ 

Tao-te-Ching Taoist text 
tow tuh ching / tau ta 'tf1n/ 

tapas small Spanish savoury dishes 
tap-ass /‘tapas/ 

tapenade olive paste 
tap-uh-nahd /‘tapana:d/ 

Tapiola tone poem by Sibelius 
tap-i-ol-uh /‘tapinlo/ 

tapis tapestry 
tap-ee /ta'pi:/ 

tapotement massage technique 
tuh-poht-muhnt /ta'pautment/ 

taqueria taco restaurant 
tak-uh-ree-uh /,taka'ri:e/ 

Tara ancient residence of Irish kings 


Tangier | Tarpeian Rock 


tar-uh /‘ta:ra/ 
taramasalata fish roe paste 
tarr-uh-muh-suh-lah-tuh 
/,taramasea'la:ta/ 
Taranaki mountain, New Zealand 
tarr-uh-nak-i /,tara'‘naki/ 
tarantella dance 
tarr-uhn-tel-uh /,taran'tela/ 
Tarantino, Quentin American film 
director 
tarr-uhn-tee-noh / taran'ti:nau/ 
Taranto port, Italy 
tarr-an-toh /ta'rantav/ 
tarantula spider 
tuh-ran-chuul-uh /ta'rantSula/ 
Tarawa atoll, South Pacific 
tarr-uh-wuh /‘tarawa/ 
tarboosh man’s cap 
tar-boosh /ta:(r)'bu:S/ 
Tardis time machine 
tar-diss /‘ta:(r)dis/ 
tare weight allowance 
tair /te:(r)/ 
Tarim river, China 
tar-eem /,ta:'ri:m/ 
tariqa Sufi doctrine 
tarr-ee-kuh /ta'ri:ka/ 
Tarkovsky, Andrei Russian film 
director 
and-ray tar-kof-ski /an,dre1 
ta:(r)'kofski/ 
tarlatan thin fabric 
tar-luh-tuhn /‘ta:(r)latan/ 
Tarleton, Banastre English soldier 
ban-uh-stuhr tar-luh-tuhn 
/, banasta(r) 'ta:(r)leten/ 
Tarlev, Vasile Moldovan prime minister 
vuh-see-li tar-luhv /va,si:li ‘ta:(r)lav/ 
tarmacadam tarmac 
tar-muh-kad-uhm /,ta:(r)ma‘kadam/ 
Tarn-et-Garonne department, France 
tarn ay garr-on /,ta:(r)n el ga'rpn/ 
Tarnow city, Poland 
tar-noof /'ta:(r)nu:f/ 
tarot divination cards 
tarr-oh /‘tarau/ 
tarpaulin waterproof cloth 
tar-paw-lin /ta:(r)'po:lm/ 
Tarpeian Rock cliff in ancient Rome 
tar-pee-uhn /ta:(r)‘pi:an/ 


Tarquinius | taverna 


Tarquinius semi-legendary Etruscan 
king 
tar-kwin-i-uhss /ta:(r)‘kwinias/ 
tarragon herb 
tarr-uh-guhn /‘taragan/ 
Tarragona region, Spain 
tarr-uh-goh-nuh /,tara'gaona/ 
tarsus pi. tarsi ankle bones 
tar-suhss, pl. tar-sy /‘ta:(r)sas/, pl. 
/-sat/ 
Tartar central Asian ethnic group 
tar-tuhr /‘ta:(r)ta(r)/ 
tartar deposit on the teeth 
tar-tuhr /'ta:(r)ta(r)/ 
tartare served raw 
tar-tar /ta:(r)'ta:(r)/ 
Tartarus Greek god 
tar-tuh-ruhss /‘ta:(r)toras/ 
Tartary historical region of Asia 
tar-tuh-ri /'ta:(r)tari/ 
tarte Tatin upside-down apple tart 
tart tat-a(ng) /,ta:(r)t ta’té/ 
tartrazine yellow dye 
tar-truh-zeen /‘ta:(r)trazi:n/ 
Tartu city, Estonia 
tar-too /‘ta:(r)tu:/ 
Tartuffe religious hypocrite 
tar-toof /ta:(r)‘tu:f/ 


Established anglicization; this epithet is a 


reference to a play by Moliére of the same 
name. The French pronunciation is tar-tuef 
({tartyf]. 


tartufo edible fungus 
tar-too-foh /ta:(r)'tu:fau/ 

taser trademark weapon causing 
temporary paralysis 
tay-zuhr /'terza(r)/ 

Tashkent capital of Uzbekistan 
tash-kent /tas’kent/ 

Tasman, Abel Dutch navigator 
ay-buhl taz-muhn /,erbel 'tazmen/, 
[,atbal 'tasman] 

* Established anglicization. 

Tasmania state, Australia 
taz-may-ni-uh /taz'metnio/ 

Tasso, Torquato Italian poet 
tor-kwah-toh tass-oh /to:(r),kwa:tau 
‘tasou/ 

tastevin cup for tasting wine 
tast-uh-va(ng) /‘tastavé/ 

tatami straw mat 
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tuh-tah-mi /ta‘ta:mi/ 
Tatarstan autonomous republic, Russia 
tah-tuhr-stahn / ta:ta(r)‘sta:n/ 
Tate, Nahum English librettist 
nay-huhm tayt /,nethem '‘tert/ 
Tathagata honorific title of a Buddha 
tuh-tah-guh-tuh /ta'ta:gate/ 
tathata Buddhist concept 
tat-uh-tah / tate'ta:/ 
Tati, Jacques French film director 
zhahk tat-ee /,30:k ta'ti:/ 
Tatra Mountains mountain range, 
Europe 
tat-ruh /'‘tatra/ 
tatterdemalion dilapidated 
tat-uhr-duh-may-li-uhn 
/ tate(r)de'menlian/ 
tattersall woollen fabric 
tat-uhr-suhl /‘tata(r)sal/ 
Tattersalls English firm of horse 
auctioneers 
tat-uhr-sawlz /‘tata(r)sa:1z/ 
Tatum, Art American jazz pianist 
tay-tuhm /‘tertam/ 
tau letter of the Greek alphabet 
tow /tau/ 
Commonly also taw. 


Taunton town, England 
tawn-tuhn /‘to:nten/ 
taupe grey-brown 
tohp /taup/ 
Taupo, Lake lake, New Zealand 
tow-poh /'taupau/ 
Tauranga port, New Zealand 
tow-rang-uh /tav'rana/ 
taurine like a bull 
taw-ryn /'to:rain/ 
tauromachy bullfighting 
taw-rom-uh-ki /ta:'romaki/ 
Taurus constellation 
taw-ruhss /‘to:ras/ 
tautology saying the same thing twice 
taw-tol-uh-ji /ta:'tolad3i/ 
Tautou, Audrey French actress 
oh-dray toh-too /au,drei tau'tu:/ 
Tavel French rosé wine 
tav-el /ta'vel/ 
taverna small Greek restaurant 
tuh-vur-nuh /ta'va:(r)ne/ 
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Tawhid and Jihad Iraqi militant group 
tow-hid ji-had /,taohid d3i'had/ 

taxidermy stuffing animals 
tak-sid-ur-mi /‘taks1,da:(r)mi/ 

taxis pl. taxes restoration of displaced 
bones or organs by manual pressure 
tak-siss, pl. tak-seez /‘taksis/, pl. 
/‘taksi:z/ 

taxon pl. taxa classification group 
tak-son, pl. tak-suh /‘takson/, pl. 
/'taksa/ 

taxonomy classification 
taks-on-uh-mi /tak'sonami/ 

Taxotere trademark breast cancer drug 
tak-suh-teer /‘taksatra(r)/ 

tayra animal 
ty-ruh /‘tatra/ 

Tay-Sachs disease metabolic disorder 
tay saks /te1 'saks/ 

Tbilisi capital of Georgia 
tib-lee-si /,trb'li:si/, [tblisi] 


Established anglicization. Sometimes still 
called by its former name of Tiflis, 
pronounced tif-liss. 


Tchaikovsky, Pyotr Russian composer 


pyot-uhr chy-kof-ski /,pjota(r) 
itSar'kofski/ 

tchotchke small decorative object 
chotch-kuh /‘tfotfka/ 

Teachta Dala member of the Dail 
tyukh-tuh daw-luh /,tjaxta ‘da:lo/, 
Trish /,t/axta ‘da:lo/ 

technetium chemical element 
tek-nee-shuhm /tek'ni:fam/ 

tectonic relating to the earth's crust 
tek-ton-ik /tek'tonik/ 

tectrices sing. tectrix tailfeathers 
tek-triss-eez, sing. tek-triks 
/‘'tektrisi:z/, sing. /-triks/ 

Tecumseh American Indian leader 
tuh-kum-si /ta’kamsi/ 

Te Deum hymn 
tay day-uum /ter ‘de1um/ 


Less commonly also tee dee-uhm; see 
LATIN panel. 


Tees river, England 
teez /ti:z/ 

teetotal abstaining from alcohol 
tee-toh-tuhl /ti:'tautal/ 

tefillin Jewish phylacteries 
tub-fil-een /ta'fili:n/ 


Tawhid and Jihad | Telegu 


TEFL Teaching of English as a Foreign 
Language 
tef-uhl /‘tefal/ 

Tegel airport, Berlin 
tay-guhl /‘tergal/ 

tegmentumt region of the brain 
teg-men-tuhm /teg'mentam/ 

tegu lizard 
teg-oo /'tegu:/ 

Tegucigalpa capital of Honduras 
teg-oo-si-gal-puh /te,gu:si'galpo/ 

tegula pl. tegulae part of an insect’s wing 
teg-yuul-uh, pl. teg-yuul-ee /‘tegjula/, 
fli: 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Tehachapi mountains, US 
tuh-hatch-uh-pi /ta'hatfapi/ 

Tehran (also Teheran) capital of Iran 
tair-ahn /te:'ra:n/, Farsi [teh'ra:n] 
* Established anglicization. 

Teignmouth town, England 
tin-muhth /‘tinmsa6/ 

Teilhard de Chardin, Pierre French 
philosopher and palaeontologist 
pyair tay-ar duh shar-da(ng) /,pje:(r) 
te1,a:(r) da fa:(r)'dé/ 

tej Ethiopian drink 
tej /ted3/ 

Tejano Mexican-American Texan 
tekh-ah-noh /te'xa:nau/ 

Tejo see Tagus 

Te Kanawa, Kiri New Zealand soprano 
keer-i tuh kah-nuh-wuh /,kta(r)i ta 
‘Ka:newa/ 

tekke monastery of dervishes 
tek-ay /'teke1/ 

telamon pl. telamones male figure used 
as a pillar 
tel-uh-mon, pi. tel-uh-moh-neez 
/‘telamon/, pl. /tela'mauni:z/ 

telangiectasia spider veins 
tel-an-ji-ek-tay-zi-uh 
/te land3iek’terzia/ 

Tel Aviv city, Israel 
tel uh-veev / tel a'vi:v/ 

teledu badger 
tel-uh-doo /‘teledu:/ 

Telefénica Spanish telecommunications 
company 
tel-uh-fon-ik-uh /tela'fontke/ 

Telegu see Telugu 


telekinesis | tenet 


telekinesis ability to move objects by 
mental power 
tel-uh-kin-ee-siss / teltkr'ni:sts/ 
Less commonly also tel-uh-ky-nee-siss. 


Telemachus Greek mythological 
character 
tuh-lem-uh-kuhss /ta'lemakas/ 
Telemann, Georg Philipp German 
composer 
gay-ork fee-lip tay-luh-man 
/,geto:(r)k fi:lip 'terlaman/ 
Telemark region, Norway 
tel-uh-mark /‘telama:(r)k/, 
{'te:lamark] 
Established anglicization. 
teleology explanation of phenomena by 
the purpose they serve 
tel-i-ol-uh-ji /,teli'plad3i/ 
The prefix éel- on this and words such as 
telic and telos can also be pronounced teel-. 


téléphérique cableway 
tel-ef-err-eek / telefe'ri:k/ 
telephony working or use of telephones 
tuh-lef-uh-ni /ta‘lefani/ 
telic directed to a definite end 
tel-ik /‘telik/ 
Tell el-Amarna ruins, Egypt 
tel uhl uh-mar-nuh /,tel al a'ma:(r)na/ 
tellurian of or inhabiting the earth 
tel-yoor-i-uhn /te'ljvarian/ 
Telluride resort, US 
tel-yoor-yd /‘teljuaraid/ 
tellurium chemical element 
tel-yoor-i-uhm /te'ljuariam/ 
telos pl. teloi ultimate aim 
tel-oss, pl. tel-oy /'telvs/, pl. /-lo1/ 
Telugu (also Telegu) Indian ethnic group 
tel-uh-goo /‘telagu:/ 
Temaru, Oscar president of French 
Polynesia 
tuh-mar-oo /ta'ma:ru:/ 
temazepam drug 
tuh-mayz-uh-pam /ta'meizapam/ 


As with other drugs in this group, the 
pronunciation -az-uh-pam is also common. 


temenos pl. temenoi piece of ground 
surrounding a temple 
tem-uh-noss, pl. tem-uh-noy 
/‘temanns/, pl. /-no1/ 

Temeraire British naval ship 
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tem-uh-rair /tema're:(r)/ 
temerity excessive confidence 
tuh-merr-it-i /te'meriti/ 

tempeh soya bean dish 
tem-pay /‘tempet/ 

Tempelhof airport, Berlin 
tem-puh!-hohf /‘tempalhaof/ 

tempera method of painting 
tem-puh-ruh /‘tempera/ 

tempestuous turbulent 
tem-pest-yoo-uhss /tem'pestjuas/ 

Templar order of knights 
temp-luhr /‘templa(r)/ 

temporal relating to worldly affairs 
tem-pubh-ruhl /‘temparal/ 

temporalis jaw muscle 
tem-puh-ray-liss /,tempa'reilis/ 

temporomandibular joint jaw hinge 
tem-puh-roh-man-dib-yuul-uhr 
/,temperaoman'dibjola(r)/ 

Tempranillo Spanish wine grape 
temp-ran-eel-yoh /,tempra'ni:ljau/ 

temps levé ballet movement 
tah(ng) luh-vay /,ta le've1/ 

tempura Japanese dish 
tem-puu-ruh /‘tempora/ 
© See JAPANESE panel. 

tenacious keeping a firm hold 
tuh-nay-shuhss /ta'nerfas/ 

tendresse feeling of fondness or love 
to(ng)-dress /td‘dres/ 

tendu ballet term 
tah(ng)-due /ta'dy/ 

Tendulkar, Sachin Indian cricketer 
satch-in ten-duul-kuhr / satfin 
‘tendulka(r)/ 

Tenebrae matins and lauds during Holy 
Week 
ten-uh-bray /‘tenabre1/ 

tenebrism style of painting 
ten-uh-briz-uhm /‘tenebrizam/ 

tenement set of rooms 
ten-uh-muhnt /'tenamant/ 

Tenerife island, Canaries 
ten-uh-reef /,tena'ri:f/, Spanish 
/tene'rife/ 

* Established anglicization. 
tenesmus bowel disorder 
tuh-nez-muhss /ta'nezmas/ 
tenet principle or belief 
ten-uht /‘tenat/ 
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tenge currency unit, Kazakhstan 
teng-gay /‘tengel/ 
Tennessee river, US 
ten-uh-see /,tena'si:/ 
Tenniel, John English illustrator 
ten-i-uhl /‘tenial/ 
Tenno emperor of Japan 
ten-oh /'tenau/ 
Tennyson, Alfred English poet 
ten-iss-uhn /‘tenisan/ 
Tennysonian relating to Tennyson 
ten-iss-oh-ni-uhn /teni‘saunian/ 
Tenochtitlan ancient Aztec capital 
ten-otch-tit-lahn /te notJtrtla:n/ 
tensile relating to tension 
ten-syl /‘tensarl/ 
tensor mathematical object 
ten-sor /‘tenso:(r)/ 
tenuto musical term 
tuh-noo-toh /ta'nu:tau/ 
Tenzing Norgay Sherpa mountaineer 
ten-zing nor-gay /,tenz1n ‘no:(r)ge1/ 
teocalli Aztec temple 
tay-ok-al-i /,tero'kali/ 
Teotihuacan ancient city, Mexico 
tay-ot-i-wak-an /ter,ptiwa’kan/ 
tepache Mexican drink 
tep-atch-ay /te'patfer/ 
tepal part of a flower 
tep-uhl /‘tepal/ 
tepee conical tent 
tee-pee /‘ti:pi:/ 
Tepic city, Mexico 
tep-eek /te'pi:k/ 
tepidarium warm room in a Roman 
bath 
tep-id-air-i-uhm / tepi'de:riom/ 
teppanyaki Japanese dish 
tep-an-yak-i /,tepan‘jaki/ 
tequila Mexican alcoholic spirit 
tek-ee-luh /te’ki:la/ 
teratoma pl. teratomata type of tumour 
terr-uh-toh-muh, 
. pl. terr-uh-toh-muh-tuh /,tera'tauma/, 
pl. /-mata/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
terbium chemical element 
tur-bi-uhm /‘ta:(r)biam/ 
terce church service 
turss /ta:(r)s/ 
tercel male hawk 


tenge | terribilita 


tur-suhl /‘ta:(r)sal/ 
Terengganu state, Malaysia 
terr-eng-gah-noo /,teren'ga:nu:/ 
Te Reo Maori language 
tay ray-oh /ter 're1au/ 
teres shoulder muscle 
terr-eez /‘teri:2/ 
Teresa, Mother Roman Catholic nun 
tuh-ree-zuh /ta'ri:za/ 
Teresa of Avila, St Spanish mystic 
terr-ay-zuh av-il-uh /te,reiza ‘avila/ 
Tereshkova, Valentina Russian 
cosmonaut 
val-uhn-tee-nuh terr-uhsh-kov-uh 
/valan,ti:na ,teras'kova/ 
Teresina city, Brazil 
terr-ez-ee-nuh /,tere'zi:na/ 
Terezin see Theresienstadt 
Terfel, Bryn Welsh operatic bass 
brin tair-vel /brin ‘te:(r)vel/ 
tergiversate make conflicting 
statements 
tur-jiv-uhr-sayt /‘ta:(r)d3iva(r),sert/ 
teriyaki Japanese dish 
terr-i-yak-i /,teri’jaki/ 
termagant harsh-tempered woman 
tur-muh-guhnt /‘ta:(r)magant/ 
Termini town, Sicily 
tair-mee-ni /'te:(r)mi:ni/ 
Terpsichore Greek mythological 
character 
turp-sik-uh-ri /ta:(r)p'stkari/ 
terpsichorean relating to dancing 
turp-sik-uh-ree-uhn 
/ ta:(r)psike'ri:an/ 
terrain stretch of land 
terr-ayn /te'rein/ 
terraqueous consisting of land and 
water 
terr-ay-kwi-uhss /te'rerkwies/ 
Terrassa town, Spain 
tuh-rass-uh /ta‘rasa/ 
terrasse paved area outside a cafe 
terr-ass /te'ras/ 
terrazzo flooring material 
terr-at-soh /te'ratsau/ 
Terre Haute city, US 
terr-uh hoht / tere ‘haut/ 
terribilita emotional intensity in a work 
of art 
terr-ib-il-it-ah / tertbilr'ta:/ 


tertiary | Thammuz 


tertiary third in order or level 
tur-shuh-ri /'ta:(r) fari/ 

Tertullian early Christian theologian 
tur-tul-i-uhn /ta:(r)'talian/ 

terza rima poetry style 
tairt-suh ree-muh /,te:(r)tse ‘rizma/ 

terzetto pl. terzetti musical trio 
tairt-set-oh, pl. tairt-set-i 
/te:(r)t'setav/, pl. /-ti/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 

Tesla, Nikola American inventor 
nik-uh-luh tess-luh / nikela 'teslo/ 

tesla SI unit of magnetic flux density 
tess-luh /‘tesla/ 

TESOL Teaching of English to Speakers 
of Other Languages 
tee-sol /'ti:spl/ 

tessera pl. tesserae small mosaic block 
tess-uh-ruh, pl. tess-uh-ree /‘tesara/, 
pl. /-ri:/ 

Tessin see Ticino 

tessitura vocal range 
tess-it-yoor-uh /,tesr'tjuara/ 

testate having made a will 
test-ayt /‘testert/ 

testis pl. testes male reproductive organ 
test-iss, pl. test-eez /‘testis/, pl. /-ti:z/ 

testosterone male hormone 
test-ost-uh-rohn /te'stpsteraun/ 

téte-a-téte private conversation between 
two people 
tet uh tet /,tet a 'tet/ 


Sometimes also tayt ah tayt. 


téte de cuvée wine from the first grape 
pressing 
tet duh kue-vay /,tet da ky'ver/ 
Tethys Greek goddess 
teth-iss /‘te01s/ 
Teton mountains, US 
tee-tuhn /‘ti:tan/ 
Tétouan city, Morocco 
tay-twahn /ter'twa:n/ 
tetracycline antibiotic 
tet-ruh-syk-leen /tetra'sarklizn/ 
Tetragrammaton name of God 
transliterated in four letters 
tet-ruh-gram-uh-ton 
/,tetra'gramaton/ 
tetrahydrocannabinol compound in 
cannabis 
tet-ruh-hyd-ruh-kan-uh-bin-ol 
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/,tetrahaidra'kanabinvl/ 

Teuton ancient ethnic group 
tyoo-tuhn /‘tju:tan/ 

Tevere see Tiber 

Teviot river, Scotland 
tee-vi-uht /'ti:viat/ 

Tewa American Indian ethnic group 
tay-wuh /‘terwa/ 

TeX computer typesetting program 
tek /tek/ 
The final X represents the Greek letter cx, 
hence this pronunciation. 


Texarkana city, US 
tek-sar-kan-uh /,teksa:(r)'kano/ 
Thackeray, William Makepeace 
British novelist 
thak-uh-ri /‘Bakari/ 
Thaddaeus apostle 
thad-i-uhss /‘@adias/ 
Commonly also thuh-dee-uhss. 


Thais opera by Massenet 
tah-eess /ta:'i:s/ 
thalamus pl. thalami part of the brain 
thal-uh-muhss, pl. thal-uh-my 
/Balamas/, pl. /-mat/ 
thalassaemia blood disease 
thal-uh-see-mi-uh /,6alo'si:mia/ 
thaler German silver coin 
tah-luhr /‘ta:la(r)/ 
Thales Greek philosopher 
thay-leez /‘Berli:z/ 
thali set meal at an Indian restaurant 
tah-li /‘ta:li/ 
Thalia Greek mythological character 
thuh-ly-uh /6a'Lata/ 
Commonly also thay-li-uh or thal-i-uh. 


thalidomide drug 
thuh-lid-uh-myd /6a'lidamaid/ 

thallium chemical element 
thal-i-uhm /‘saliam/ 

thalweg line connecting the lowest 
points along a valley 
tahl-veg /‘ta:lveg/ 

Thames river, England 
temz /temz/ 


There is also a river of this name in the US, 
which is pronounced thaymz. 


Thammuz Jewish month 
tam-uuz /'tamuz/ 
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Thanatos death instinct 
than-uh-toss /‘6aneatos/ 
Thar desert, India and Pakistan 
tar /ta:(r)/ 
thaumaturge performer of miracles 
thaw-muh-turj /‘6o:mate:(r)d3/ 
the for names containing ‘the’, see under 
headword: e.g. Hague, The 
Thebes ancient cities, Greece and Egypt 
theebz /@i:bz/ 
thegn historical nobleman 
thayn /§em/ 
theism belief in a god or gods 
thee-iz-uhm /'di:1zam/ 
Themis Greek goddess 
them-iss /‘Bemis/ 
Themistocles Athenian statesman 
thuh-mist-uh-kleez /@a'mista,kli:z/ 
Theocritus Greek poet 
thi-ok-rit-uhss /6i'pkritas/ 
theodolite surveying instrument 
thi-od-uh-lyt /6i'pdalait/ 
Theodorakis, Mikis Greek composer 
and politician 
mee-kiss thee-uh-duh-rak-iss /,mi:kis 
Giada'rakis/ 
Theodoric king of the Ostrogoths 
thi-od-uh-rik /0i'pdartk/ 
Theophrastus Greek philosopher and 
scientist 
thi-uh-frast-uhss /@ia'frastas/ 
theorbo large lute 
thi-or-boh /@i'0:(r)bau/ 
theorem general proposition 
theer-uhm /‘61aram/ 
therapeutic healing 
therr-uh-pyoo-tik /6era'pju:trk/ 
Theravada tradition of Buddhism 
therr-uh-vah-duh / 6era'va:da/ 
thereanent concerning that matter 
thair-uh-nent / de:re'nent/ 
theremin electronic musical instrument 
therr-uh-min /‘6eramin/ 
Theresienstadt Nazi concentration 
camp, Czech Republic 
tuh-ray-zi-uhn-shtat /ta'reizianJtat/ 


The Czech name for the town is Terezin, 
pronounced terr-ez-een. 


Thanatos | Thomas 4 Kempis 


thermogenesis production of heat 
thur-moh-jen-uh-siss 
/,8a:(r)mev'd3enasis/ 

Thermopylae mountain pass, Greece 
thurm-op-il-ee /@a:(r)'mppili:/ 

Theron, Charlize South African actress 
shar-leez therr-uhn /Sa:(r),li:z '‘@eran/ 

Theroux, Paul American travel writer 
thuh-roo /@a'ru:/ 

thesaurus pl. thesauri book of synonyms 
thuh-saw-ruhss, pl. thuh-saw-ry 
/8a'so:ras/, pl. /-rat/ 

Theseus Greek mythological character 
theess-yooss /'Gi:sju:s/ 
Sometimes also thee-si-uhss, as with 
ODYSSEUS and PERSEUS; s€e GREEK panel. 


Thesiger, Wilfred English explorer 
thess-ij-uhr /‘6esid3a(r)/ 

thesis pl. theses theory 
thee-siss, pl. thee-seez /'Gi:sis/, pl. 
/-si:z/ 

Thespis Greek dramatic poet 
thesp-iss /‘Oespis/ 

Thessalonians book of the Bible 
thess-uh-loh-ni-uhnz /,8esa'leunionz/ 

Thessaloniki port, Greece 
thess-uh-lon-ee-ki /@esalo'ni:ki/ 

Thessaly region, Greece 
thess-uh-li /'Sesoli/ 

theta letter of the Greek alphabet 
thee-tuh /'@i:ta/ 

Thetis Greek mythological character 
thet-iss /‘Oet1s/ 
However, the girl’s name and the island in 


Canada are commonly also pronounced 
thee-tiss. 


thiamine vitamin 
thy-uh-meen /'@aiemi:n/ 

Thimphu capital of Bhutan 
tim-poo /'trmpu:/ 

Thisbe Roman mythological character 
thiz-bi /‘o1zbi/ 

Thomas, Dylan Welsh poet 
dil-uhn /‘dilen/ 
The Welsh pronunciation of this first name 
is more like dul-an, but the poet preferred 
this anglicization for English-language 
broadcasts. 


thermion ion emitted by a substance at 
high temperature 
thurm-i-on /‘6a:(r)mr0n/ 


Thomas a Kempis German theologian 
tom-uhss uh kem-piss /,tomas a 
‘kempis/ 


Thomism | Ticonderoga 


Thomism theology of Thomas Aquinas 
toh-miz-uhm /‘taumizem/ 
Thor Norse god 
thor /@0:(r)/ 
thoracic relating to the thorax 
thaw-rass-ik /60:'rastk/ 
thoracolumbar relating to the thoracic 
and lumbar regions of the spine 
thaw-ruh-koh-lum-buhr 
{,@a:1rakau'lamba(r)/ 
thorax pl. thoraces chest 
thaw-raks, pl. thaw-ruh-seez 
/'8o:raks/, pl. /'8o:rasi:z/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Thorazine trademark drug 
thaw-ruh-zeen /‘6o:razi:n/ 
Thoreau, Henry David American 
essayist and poet 
thaw-roh /'@o:rau/ 
thorium chemical element 
thaw-ri-uhm /'@o:riem/ 
Thorvaldsen, Bertel Danish sculptor 
bair-tuhl tor-val-suhn /,be:(r)tal 
‘ta(ryvalsan/ 
Thoth Egyptian god 
thohth /0a06/ 


Sometimes also thoth or toht. 


Thrace ancient country 
thrayss /@rers/ 

thrall being in someone's power 
thrawl /6ra:1/ 

threepence sum of three pence 
thrup-uhnss /‘8rapans/ 

threepenny worth three pence 
thrup-uh-ni /‘6rapani/ 

threnody lament 
thren-uh-di /‘@renedi/ 

thrombosis pl. thromboses blood clot 
throm-boh-siss, pl. throm-boh-seez 
/6rom‘bausis/, pl. /-si:z/ 

Thucydides Greek historian 
thyoo-sid-id-eez /8ju:'stdidi:z/ 

thulium chemical element 
thoo-li-uhm /‘@u:liam/ 


Commonly also thyoo-li-uhm. 


thurible censer 
thyoor-ib-uhl /‘6juarrbel/ 

Thuringia state, Germany 
thoor-ing-gi-uh /,6ua'ringia/ 
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Established anglicization. An older 
anglicized pronunciation, thyoor-in-ji-uh, is 
also common. The German name is 
Thiringen, pronounced tuer-ing-uhn. 


Thurman, Uma American actress 
oo-muh thur-muhn /,u:ma ‘@a:(r)man/ 
Thurso port, Scotland 
thur-soh /‘6a:(r)sau/ 
Thyestes Greek mythological character 
thy-est-eez /Oar'esti:z/ 
¢ See GREEK panel. 
thyme herb 
tym /tarm/ 
thymus gland 
thy-muhss /‘8armas/ 
thyroid gland 
thy-royd /‘8arraid/ 
Thyssen German family of industrialists 
tue-suhn /‘tysan/ 
Tiamat Babylonian mythological dragon 
tee-uh-mat /‘ti:amat/ 
tian vegetable dish 
tyah(ng) /tja/ 
Tiananmen Square square, Beijing 
tyen-uhn-muhn /‘tjenanman/ 
Tianjin port, China 
tyen-jin /,tjen'd3m/ 
Tian Shan see Tien Shan 
Tiber river, Italy 
ty-buhr /‘tarba(r)/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Tevere, pronounced tev-err-ay. 


Tiberius Roman emperor 
ty-beer-i-uhss /tar'biarias/ 

Tibesti Mountains mountain range, 
Africa 
tib-est-i /tr'besti/ 

Tibet country 
tib-et /ti’bet/ 

tibia leg bone 
tib-i-uh /‘tibia/ 

Tibullus, Albius Roman poet 
al-bi-uhss tib-ul-uhss / albias tr'balas/ 

Ticino canton, Switzerland 
titch-ee-noh /tr'tfi:nau/ 
This is the Italian name. The German and 


French name is Tessin, pronounced tess-een 
in German and tess-a(ng) in French. 


Ticonderoga town, US 
ty-kon-duh-roh-guh /tarkonda'rauga/ 
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tienda general store 
tyen-duh /‘tjenda/ 

Tien Shan (also Tian Shan) mountain 
range, China 
tyen shan /,tjen ‘fan/ 

Tiepolo, Giovanni Battista Italian 
painter 
juh-vah-ni bat-eest-uh tyep-ol-oh 
/d30,va:ni ba'ti:sta 'tjepplau/ 

Tiergarten suburb of Berlin 
teer-gar-tuhn /‘tla(r)ga:(r)tan/ 

Tierra de] Fuego island, South America 
tyerr-uh del fway-goh / tje:ra del 
'fweigay/ 

Tiflis sce Thilisi 

Tigray (also Tigre) province, Ethiopia 
teeg-ray /‘ti:grei/ 

Tigris river, Asia 
ty-griss /‘taigris/ 


Established anglicizati 1. The Arabic name 
is Dijla, pronounced dij-luh. 


Tijuana town, Mexico 
ti-wah-nuh /ti'wa:na/, Spanish 
[ti'xwana] 
* Established anglicization. 

Tikal ancient Mayan city, Guatemala 
ti-kahl /ti'ka:]/ 

Tikrit town, Iraq 
tik-reet /ti'kri:t/ 
The Iraqi surname al-Tikriti is pronounced 
uh-tik-ree-ti. 


tilak mark worn by a Hindu on the 
forehead 
til-uk /'tilak/ 
tilapia fish 
til-ay-pi-uh /ti'lespia/ 
Commonly also til-ap-i-uh. 


Tilburg city, Netherlands 
til-burg /‘tilba:(r)g/, ['tilbyrx] 
Established anglicization. 

tilde diacritic (~) 
til-duh /‘tide/ 

tilleul lime tree 
tee-yoel /ti:'joe:l/ 

Till Eulenspiegel German literary 
character 
til oy-luhn-shpee-guhl /,t1 
‘otlen, Spi:gal/ 

Tillich, Paul German-born American 
theologian 


tienda | Tiruchirapalli 


til-ik /trlik/ 

Timaru port, New Zealand 
tim-uh-roo /‘timaru:/ 

timbale dish 
tam-bahl /tam'‘ba:l/ 

timbre quality of a musical sound or 
voice 
tam-buhr /‘tamba(r)/ 

Timbuktu (also Timbuctoo) town, Mali 
tim-buk-too / trmbak'tu:/ 

timeous in good time 
ty-muhss /‘taimas/ 

Timisoara city, Romania 
tim-ish-war-uh /,trmr'fwa:ra/ 

Timor island and sea, Pacific 
tee-mor /'ti:moa:(r)/ 

timpani kettledrums 
tim-puh-ni /‘timpani/ 

tinea ringworm 
tin-i-uh /‘tinia/ 

tinnitus ringing or buzzing in the ears 
tin-y-tuhss /ti'nartas/ 
Commonly also tin-it-uhss, although the 


pronunciation recommended in medical 
dictionaries is tin-y-tuhss. 


Tintagel village and castle, England 
tin-taj-uhl /tin'tad3ol/ 

Tintoretto Italian painter 
tin-torr-et-oh /tintp'retav/ 

Tipperary county, Republic of Ireland 
tip-uh-rair-i /,tipo're:ri/ 

tirade long, angry speech 
ty-ayd /tar'rerd/ 


Commonly also tirr-ayd. 


tiramist Italian dessert 
tirr-uh-miss-oo /,trramr'su:/ 

Tirana (also Tirané) capital of Albania 
tirr-ah-nuh /tr'ra:na/ 

Tiree island, Scotland 
ty-ree /tar'ri:/ 

Tiresias Greek mythological character 
ty-ree-si-uhss /tar'ri:sias/ 

Tirgu Mures city, Romania 
teer-goo moor-esh / tra(r)gu: 'muaref/ 

Tir-na-nOg Irish mythological place 
teer nuh nohg /,tia(r) na 'navg/ 

Tirol see Tyrol 

Tiruchirapalli city, India 
tirr-uutch-irr-ah-puh-li 
/ trrotfi'razpali/ 


tisane | Tokugawa 


tisane herb tea 
tiz-an /tr'zan/ 

Tiscali internet service company 
tisk-ub-li /‘tiskali/ 

Tisiphone Greek mythological character 
tiss-if-uh-ni /tr'stfeni/ 

tissue type of material 
tish-oo /'trfu:/ 


Sometimes also tiss-yoo, a pronunciation 
which is increasingly uncommon. 


Tisza river, Europe 
tiss-uh /‘tisa/ 

Titan Greek god 
ty-tuhn /‘tarten/ 

Titania moon of Uranus 
tit-ah-ni-uh /tr'ta:nia/ 


Less commonly also tit-ay-ni-uh. 


titanium chemical element 
tit-ay-ni-uhm /tr'teiniam/ 

tithe tax 
tyth /ta1d/ 

Tithonus Greek mythological character 
tith-oh-nuhss /tr'6a0nes/ 

Titian Italian painter 
tish-uhn /‘trfan/ 
Established anglicization. The Italian 


version of the name is Tiziano, pronounced 
tit-syah-noh. 


Titicaca lake, Peru and Bolivia 
tit-ik-ah-kuh / titr'ka:ke/ 

titivate make minor enhancements to 
tit-iv-ayt /‘trtrvert/ 

Tito, Josip Yugoslav statesman 
yoss-ip tee-toh / jnsip 'ti:tau/ 

titrate measurement 
ty-trayt /tar'treit/ 

titular holding a purely formal position 
tit-yuul-uhr /‘titjula(r)/ 

Titus Roman emperor 
ty-tuhss /'tartas/ 

Tivoli city, Italy 
tee-vol-i /'ti:voli/ 

Tlaxcala state, Mexico 
tlask-ah-luh /tlas'ka:lo/ 

Tlemcen city, Algeria 
tlem-sen /tlem'sen/ 

Tlingit American Indian ethnic group 
tling-git /tlipgit/ 

tmesis pl. tmeses separation of parts of a 
compound word by an intervening word 
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tmee-siss, pl. tmee-seez /‘tmi:sis/, pl. 
/-si:z/ 

Tobago see Trinidad and Tobago 

Tobermory town, Scotland 
toh-buhr-maw-ri /‘tauba(r)moa:ri/ 

Tobruk (also Tubruq) port, Libya 
tuh-bruuk /ta'bruk/ 

Tocantins river, South America 
toh-kuhn-teenss / tavkan'ti:ns/ 

toccata musical composition 
tuh-kah-tuh /ta‘ka:ta/ 

Tocharian ancient language 
tuh-kair-i-uhn /ta'ke:rian/ 


Less commonly also tuh-kar-i-uhn. 


tochus person's buttocks 
tokh-uhss /‘tpxes/ 
tocopherol substance found in food 
tok-of-uh-rol /to’kpfarnl/ 
Tocqueville, Alexis de French writer 
al-ek-see duh tok-veel /alek,si: da 
tok'vi:l/ 
tofu soya protein 
toh-foo /‘taufu:/ 
Togliatti (also Tolyatti) city, Russia 
tol-yat-i /to'ljati/ 
Togo country 
toh-goh /‘taugau/ 
Tohoku region, Japan 
toh-hoh-koo /tau'heuku:/ 
* See JAPANESE panel. 
Toibin, Colm Irish writer 
kol-uhm toh-been /,kplam tau'bi:n/ 
toile version of a garment made in cheap 
material 
twahl /twa:l/ 
toile de Jouy printed calico 
twahl duh zhwee /,twa:l da '3wi:/ 
Tojo, Hideki Japanese statesman 
hee-dek-i toh-joh / hi:deki 'taud3au/ 
Tokaji Hungarian wine 
tok-oy /'tokor/ 


The name, also spelt Tokay or Tocai, is also 
used with reference to wines produced 
elsewhere. An anglicized pronunciation 
toh-kay is sometimes used, particularly of 
non-Hungarian wines. 


Tokelau three islands, Pacific 
tok-uh-low /‘toka,lau/ 

Tok Pisin Creole language 
tok piss-in /,tok 'prsin/ 

Tokugawa shogunate in Japan 
tok-oo-gah-wuh /,toku:'ga:wa/ 


393 


Tokyo capital of Japan 
toh-kyoh /‘taukjau/ 
tolar currency unit, Slovenia 
tol-uhr /‘tola(r)/ 
tolbutamide diabetes drug 
tol-byoo-tuh-myd /tol'bju:tamaid/ 
Toledo city, Spain 
tol-ay-doh /to'leidau/, [to'ledo] 


Established anglicization. Toledo in the US : 
is pronounced tuh-lee-doh. 


Tolkien, J. R. R. (Reuel) English 
scholar and author 
roo-uhl tol-keen /ru:al 'tolki:n/ 

Tollemache British surname 
tol-mash /‘tolmaS/ 

Tollund Man well-preserved corpse of 
an Iron Age man 
tol-uhnd /‘toland/ 

Tolstoy, Leo (Lev) Russian writer 
lee-oh tol-stoy /‘li:au ‘tolstor/, [lief 
tal'stoj] 

* Established anglicization. 

toluene solvent 
tol-yoo-een /‘toljui:n/ 

Tolyatti see Togliatti 

tomahawk light axe 
tom-uh-hawk /‘tomaho:k/ 

tomalley part of a lobster 
tom-uh-li /‘tomali/ 
Sometimes also tuh-mah-li. 


tomatillo fruit 
tom-uh-teel-yoh /toma'ti:ljau/ 
Tomatin village and whisky distillery, 
Scotland 
tuh-mat-in /ta'matin/ 
Tombaugh, Clyde William American 
astronomer 
tom-baw /'tombo:/ 
tomography imaging technique 
tuh-mog-ruh-fi /ta'mngrafi/ 
ton unit of weight 
tun /tan/ 
ton fashionable style 
to(ng) /to/ 
Tonga country 
tong-uh /'toya/ 
Tongariro mountain, New Zealand 
tong-uh-reer-oh /,tona'riarau/ 
Tonge, Jenny English politician 
tong /ton/ 


Tokyo | torque 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced tong or tung, depending on 
individual preference. 


Tonkin region, Vietnam 
tonk-in /ton'kin/ 
Tonlé Sap lake, Cambodia 
ton-lay sahp /ton,ler ‘sa:p/ 
tonne metric ton 
tun /tan/ 
tonsorial relating to hairdressing 
ton-saw-ri-uhl /ton'sa:rial/ 
Tonton Macoute Haitian militia 
to(ng)-to(ng) mak-oot /,t5t3 ma'ku:t/ 
Toowoomba town, Australia 
tuh-wuum-buh /ta'womba/ 
Topeka city, US 
tuh-pee-kuh /ta'pi:ka/ 
topgallantsail type of sail 
tuh-gan-suhl /ta'gansal/ 
topiary art of clipping shrubs 
toh-pi-uh-ri /‘tavpiari/ 
Topkapi Palace museum, Istanbul 
top-kap-i /‘topkapi/ 
toponym place name 
top-uh-nim /‘topanim/ 
topos p!. topoi traditional theme in 
literature 
top-oss, pl. top-oy /‘topns/, pl. /‘topor/ 
toque woman's small hat 
tohk /teuk/ 
Tora Bora village, Afghanistan 
toor-uh boor-uh / tuara ‘buara/ 
Torah Hebrew scriptures 
taw-ruh /‘ta:ra/, [to'ra:] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
torchére ornamental stand 
tor-shair /to:(r)'Sex(r)/ 
torchon type of bobbin lace 
tor-shuhn /'to:(r)fan/ 
toreador bullfighter 
torr-i-uh-dor /‘toriado:(r)/ 
torii gateway of a Shinto shrine 
taw-ree /‘to:ri:/ 
* See JAPANESE panel. 
Torino see Turin 
Tornio river, Sweden 
tor-ni-oh /'to:(r)niau/ 
torpor state of inactivity 
tor-puhr /‘to:(r)pa(r)/ 
torque twisting force 
tork /to:(r)k/ 
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Tone 


Pitch is used in all languages to indicate differences in meaning, but 
there are two basic ways in which this is achieved. In a language like 
English, pitch operates at sentence level, so that different intonation in 
the utterance Ben loves cycling can make it a statement or a question. 
In so-called tone languages, on the other hand, pitch operates at word 
level to change the meaning of words. Even when yes is said with a fall- 
ing or rising intonation in English, to make it either a statement or 
question respectively, it is still the whole utterance that has changed, 
not the meaning of the word itself. 

Chinese is a tone language with four basic tones. The word ma has 
four different meanings, depending on which tone is used. Pronounced 
with a high level tone it means mother, with a high rising tone hemp, 
with a low falling rising tone horse, and finally with a high falling tone 
it means scold. 

We do not expect BBC announcers to be able to make these tonal 
distinctions, and we cannot retain them when giving Chinese recom- 
mendations in our phonetic respelling, even though this may on 
occasion result in some pronunciations that are rather bewildering 
to Chinese ears! 

Many languages of western and southern Africa, such as Ewe, 
Yoruba, and Lingala, are tone languages. The only European tone lan- 
guages are Swedish and Norwegian, where tone is used to a lesser 
extent than in Chinese. In Swedish there are around 300 word pairs 
that differ only in the use of tonal accent. There are two tones, some- 
times referred to as acute and grave accent. Acute accent, or single 
tone, makes the word anden mean the duck. Grave accent, or double 
tone, makes the same word mean the spirit. 


Torquemada, Tomas de Spanish tor-tuh, pl. tor-tuhn /‘to:(r)ta/, pl. 
Grand Inquisitor /'ta:(r)tan/ 
tom-ass day tor-kem-ah-thuh /to'mas Tortelier, Paul French cellist 
der ,to(r)ke'ma:00/ tor-tel-i-ay /to:(r)'telier/, [tortalje] 
Torres Strait channel north of Australia Established anglicization. 
toa tore? / , tortilla Spanish pancake 
Torricelli, Evangelista Italian tor-tee-yuh /to:(r)'ti:ja/ 
mathematician and physicist . . 
ev-an-juh-lee-stuh torr-i-chel-i dara mane tas/ 
/evand3e'li:sta ,tori'tfeli/ = 
Torshavn capital of the Faroe Islands Commonly also tor-toy2. 
torss-hown /'to(r)shaun/ Tortola island, Caribbean 
torte pi. torten cake or tart tor-toh-juh /ta:(r)'tauia/ 
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Torun city, Poland 
torr-oon /‘toru:n/, ['torun] 
* Established anglicization. 

tosa breed of dog 
toh-suh /‘tausa/ 

Toscana see Tuscany 

Toscanini, Arturo Italian conductor 
ar-toor-oh tosk-uh-nee-ni 
/a(r),tuarau toske'ni:ni/ 

tostada Mexican pancake 
tost-ah-duh /to'sta:da/ 

totara New Zealand tree 
toh-tuh-ruh /‘tautara/ 

Totnes town, England 
tot-nuhss /‘totnas/ 

toucan tropical bird 
too-kuhn /‘tu:kan/ 

touché acknowledgement of a hit 
too-shay /tu:'fer/ 

Toulon port, France 
too-lo(ng) /tu:'l3/ 

Toulouse city, France 
too-looz /tu:'lu:z/ 

Toulouse-Lautrec, Henri French 
painter and lithographer 
ah(ng)-ree too-looz loh-trek /a,ri: 
tu: lu:z leu'trek/ 

toupee artificial hairpiece 
too-pay /‘tu:pe1/ 

tour de force skilful performance 
toor duh forss /,tua(r) da ‘fo:(r)s/ 

Tourette’s syndrome neurological 
disorder 
tuu-rets /tu'rets/ 

tourmaline mineral 
toor-muh-leen /‘tua(r)mali:n/ 

Tournai town, Belgium 
toor-nay /tua(r)'ne1/ 


This is the French name. The Flemish name 
is Doornik, pronounced dor-nik. 


tournedos small cut of beef 
toor-nuh-doh /'tua(r)nadau/ 

tourney medieval tournament 
toor-ni /‘tua(r)ni/ 


Sometimes also tor-ni. 


tourniquet device for stopping the flow 
of blood 
toor-nik-ay /‘tua(rynike1/ 


Commonly also tor-nik-ay. 


Tours city, France 


Torun | Traherne, Thomas 


toor /tua(r)/ 
tout attempt to sell 
towt /tavt/ 
Toutatis Celtic god 
too-tah-tiss /tu:‘ta:tis/ 
tout court with no addition 
too koor / tu: ‘kua(r)/ 
tout de suite immediately 
too duh sweet / tu: da 'swi:t/ 
tovarish (also tovarich) comrade 
tov-ar-ish /to'va:rif/ 
toxaemia blood poisoning 
tok-see-mi-uh /tok'si:mia/ 
toxocariasis larval infection 
tok-soh-kuh-ry-uh-siss 
/ toksauka'rarasis/ 
toxophilite lover of archery 
tok-sof-il-yt /tok'spfilait/ 
Toynbee, Arnold English economist 
toyn-bi /‘tombi/ 
trabeation use of beams in architectural 
construction 
tray-bi-ay-shuhn /,treibi'e1fan/ 
Trablous see Tripoli 
Trabzon port, Turkey 
trab-zuhn /‘trabzan/ 
An older name for the port, Trebizond, is 
pronounced treb-iz-ond. 


trachea pl. tracheae windpipe 
truh-kee-uh, pl. truh-kee-ee /tra‘ki:a/ 
pl. /-’kizi:/ 
Commonly also tray-ki-uh. Standard -s 
plural is also possible. 


tracheotomy incision in the windpipe 
trak-i-ot-uh-mi /,traki'ptami/ 
trachoma eye infection 
truh-koh-muh /tra'keuma/ 
Tradescant, John English botanist 
truh-desk-ant /tra'deskant/ 
Trafalgar, Battle of naval battle 
truh-fal-guhr /tra‘falga(r)/ 
tragedian tragic actor 
truh-jee-di-uhn /tra‘d3i:dian/ 
traghetto pl. traghetti jetty for gondolas 
trag-et-oh, pl. trag-et-i /tra'getau/, pl. 
/'geti/ 
tragus part of the external ear 
tray-guhss /'‘treigas/ 
Traherne, Thomas English religious 
writer 
truh-hurn /tra‘ha:(r)n/ 


trahison des clercs | Tréves 


trahison des cleres betrayal of 
standards by artists or writers 
trah-iz-o(ng) day klair /,tra:1z5 de1 
‘kle:(r)/ 

trait distinguishing quality 
trayt /treit/ 


Commonly also tray. 


Trajan Roman emperor 
tray-juhn /‘treid3an/ 

trajectory path of a flying object 
truh-jek-tuh-ri /tra'd3ektari/ 

Trakehner breed of horse 
trak-ay-nuhr /tra'kema(r)/ 

Tralee town, Republic of Ireland 
truh-lee /tra'li:/ 

Traminer white wine grape 
truh-mee-nuhr /tra'mi:na(r)/ 

tramontana cold north wind 
tram-on-tah-nuh /tramon'ta:na/ 

tranche portion of something 
trahnsh /tra:n$/ 

transept part of a church 
tran-sept /‘transept/ 

transferable able to be transferred 


transs-fur-uh-buhl /trans'fa:rabal/ 


Commonly also trahnss- or 
trans-fuh-cuh-buhl. 


Transkei region, South Africa 
tran-sky /tran'skas/ 
transparent allowing light to pass 
through 
tran-sparr-uhnt /tran'sparant/ 


Less commonly also trahn- or 
tran-spair-uhnt. 


transubstantiate convert into the body 


and blood of Christ 
tran-suhb-stan-shi-ayt 
/,transab'stanfiett/ 


Transvaal former province, South Africa 


tranz-vahl /tranz‘va:]/ 
Transylvania region, Romania 

tran-sil-vay-ni-uh /,transil'vernia/ 
Trapani town, Italy 

trah-puh-ni /‘tra:pani/ 
trapezium pl. trapezia quadrilateral 

truh-pee-zi-uhm, pl. truh-pee-zi-uh 

/tra'pi:ziam/, pl. /-zia/ 

* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
trapezoid quadrilateral 

trap-uh-zoyd /‘trapazaid/ 
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Trapido, Barbara South African-born 
novelist 
truh-pee-doh /tra‘pi:dau/ 

Tras-os-Montes region, Portugal 
traz oozh mont-uhsh /,traz w:3 
‘montaS/ 

trattoria Italian restaurant 
trat-uh-ree-uh / trata'ri:a/ 

trauma distressing experience 
traw-muh /‘tro:ma/ 


Less commonly also trow-muh. 


travois sledge 
truh-voy /tra'vo1/ 
Treacy, Phillip English milliner 
tray-si /‘trersi/ 
treadle foot lever 
tred-uhl /‘tredal/ 
treatise written work on a particular 
subject 
tree-tiss /‘tri:tis/ 
Trebbiano variety of wine grape 
treb-yah-noh / treb'ja:nau/ 
Trebizond see Trabzon 
Treblinka Nazi concentration camp, 
Poland 
treb-link-uh /tre'blinka/ 
trebuchet large catapult 
treb-yuush-ay /‘trebjuser/ 
Less commonly also treb-yuush-et. 


trecento 14th century 
tray-chen-toh /trer'tfentau/ 

trefa against Jewish law 
tray-fuh /‘treifa/ 

trefoil clover-like plant 
tref-oyl /‘trefarl/ 

trenchant vigorous or incisive 
tren-chuhnt /‘trentfant/ 

Trenchard, Hugh British air marshal 
trensh-uhrd /‘trenfa(r)d/ 

Trentino-Alto Adige region, Italy 
tren-tee-noh al-toh ad-ij-ay 
/tren,timnau altau 'adidje1/ 

trepan saw used to perforate the skull 
truh-pan /tra'pan/ 

trephine surgical saw 
truh-fyn /tre'fain/ 

Tretyakov art gallery in Moscow 
truht-yuh-kof /‘tratjakof/ 

Tréves see Trier 
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Trevino, Lee American golfer 
truh-vee-noh /tra'vi:nau/ 

Trevelyan, George Macaulay English 
historian 
truh-vil-yuhn /tra'viljan/ 


This British surname is variously 
pronounced truh-vel-yuhn or 
truh-vil-yuhn, depending on individual 
preference. 


Trevithick, Richard English engineer 
trev-ith-ik /‘trevi6rk/ 

triad group of three 
try-ad /‘traiad/ 

triage preliminary assessment 
tree-ahzh /'‘tri:a:3/ 

Triassic geological period 
try-ass-ik /trat'asik/ 

tribadism lesbian sexual practice 
trib-uh-diz-uhm /‘tribadizam/ 

Tribeca area of New York City 
try-bek-uh /trar'beka/ 

tribunal body established to settle 
dispute 
try-byoo-nuhl /trar'bju:nal/ 

triceps arm muscle 
try-seps /‘traiseps/ 

triceratops dinosaur 
try-serr-uh-tops /tral'seratops/ 

Trichet, Jean-Claude French 
president of the European Central Bank 
zhah(ng) klohd tree-shay /34 ,klevd 
tri:'fer/ 

trichology study of the hair and scalp 
trik-ol-uh-ji /trr’koled3i/ 

trichomoniasis infection 
trik-oh-muh-ny-uh-siss 
/ trrkoumo'narasis/ 

triclinium dining table with couches 
along three sides 
try-klin-i-uhm /trar'klmiem/ 


This and many other words with tri- can be 
pronounced either tri- or try-; see LATIN 
panel. 


tricolour three-coloured flag 
trik-uh-luhr /‘trikala(r)/ 
tricot fine knitted fabric 
tree-koh /‘tri:kau/ 
tricoteuse woman who knits 
tree-kot-oez /tri:kp'toe:z/ 
Tridentine Catholic catechism 
trid-en-tyn /tri'dentam/ 


Trevino, Lee | tripos 


triduum period of three days’ observance 
trid-yoo-uhm /'tridjuem/ 

Trier city, Germany 
treer /tria(r)/ 


The same pronunciation is an appropriate 
anglicization for Danish film director Lars 
von Trier's name. The city is near the border 
with Luxembourg. The French name is 
Tréves, pronunced trev. 


Trieste city, Italy 
tri-est /tri'est/ 
trigeminal nerve 
try-jem-in-uhl /trar'd3emmoal/ 
trigonometry branch of mathematics 
tri-guh-nom-ub-tri /,trige'nometri/ 
trilobite fossil 
try-loh-byt /‘trarlaubait/ 
trimaran yacht with three hulls 
try-muh-ran /‘traimaran/ 
trimester period of three months 
try-mest-uhr /trai'mesta(r)/ 
trimeter line of verse 
trim-uh-tuhr /‘trimita(r)/ 
Trimurti Hindu trinity 
trim-oor-ti /tr1'mvua(r)ti/ 
Trincomalee port, Sri Lanka 
trink-uh-muh-lee /,tripkama'li:/ 
Trinidad and Tobago country, 
Caribbean 
trin-id-ad tuh-bay-goh /‘trinidad 
ta'belgau/ 
Trinitarian relating to the Trinity 
tri-nit-air-i-uhn /,trmr'te:rian/ 
trinitrotoluene explosive 
try-ny-troh-tol-yoo-een 
/trarnattrau'toljuisn/ 
triphthong three vowels combined in 
one syllable 
trif-thong /‘trifévn/ 


Commonly also trip-thong. 


Tripitaka sacred Buddhist canon 
trip-it-uh-kuh /tri'‘pitaka/ 

triplex trademark safety glass 
trip-leks /‘tripleks/ 

Tripoli capital of Libya 
trip-uh-li /‘tripali/ 
The Arabic name is Trablous, pronounced 
trah-blooss. 


tripos examination at Cambridge 
University 
try-poss /‘trarpps/ 


triptych | truculent 


triptych picture on three panels 
trip-tik /‘trrptik/ 

Tripura state, India 
trip-oor-uh /‘tripuara/ 

trireme ancient war galley 
try-reem /‘trairi:m/ 

triskaidekaphobia superstition 
regarding the number thirteen 
trisk-y-dek-uh-foh-bi-uh 
/,triskaideka'faubia/ 

triskelion Celtic symbol 
trisk-el-i-uhn /tri'skelion/ 

trisomy chromosome abnormality 
triss-uh-mi /‘trisomi/ 

Tristan da Cunha island, South 
Atlantic 
trist-uhn duh koon-yuh /,tristan da 
‘ku:njo/ 

tristesse melancholia 
treest-ess /tri:'stes/ 

Tristan legendary knight, lover of Isolde; 
also called Tristram 
trist-uhn /‘tristen/ 

Tristram legendary knight, lover of 
Iseult; also called Tristan 
trist-ruhm /‘tristram/ 

triticale cereal crop 
trit-ik-ay-ti /,tritr'kerli/ 

Triton Greek god 
try-tuhn /‘trartan/ 

triumvir p!. triumviri Roman officer 
try-um-vuhr, pl. try-um-vuh-ry 
/trar'amva(r)/, pl. /-rat/ 

triumvirate three men holding power 
try-um-virr-uht /trar'amvirat/ 

triune consisting of three in one 
try-yoon /‘traiju:n/ 

Trivandrum port, India 
triv-and-ruhm /tri'vandram/ 

Troad ancient region, Asia Minor 
troh-ad /‘trauad/ 

Trobriand Islands islands, Pacific 
troh-bri-uhnd /‘traubriend/ 

trocar surgical instrument 
troh-kar /‘trauka:(r)/ 

trochaic consisting of trochees 
truh-kay-ik /tra‘ke1k/ 

trochee metrical foot 
troh-kee /‘trauki:/ 

Trockenbeerenauslese sweet German 
white wine 
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trok-uhn-bair-uhn-owss-lay-zuh 

/‘trokan,be:ran,ausleiza/ 
troglodyte cave-dweller 

trog-luh-dyt /‘trogledait/ 

troika Russian vehicle 
troy-kuh /‘traika/ 

troilism sexual activity involving three 
participants 
troy-liz-uhm /‘troiizem/ 

Troilus and Criseyde poem by 
Chaucer 
troy-luhss kriss-ay-duh /‘troilas 
kri'serda/ 

Trollope, Anthony English novelist 
trol-uhp /‘trolap/ 

trompe l’ceil visual illusion 
tromp loy /,tromp 'lo1/, French /trdp 
leet/ 

* Established anglicization. 

Tromse city, Norway 
truum-soe /'trumsa:/ 

Trondheim town, Norway 
trond-hym /‘trondhaim/, ['tronhejm] 
* Established anglicization. 

troposphere region of the atmosphere 
trop-oh-sfeer /‘tropausfia(r)/ 

Trossachs valley, Scotland 
tross-uhks /‘trosaks/ 

troth faith or loyalty 
trohth /trau6/ 

Trotsky, Leon Russian revolutionary 
li-on trot-ski /li'on 'trotski/ 

Trottiscliffe village, England 
troz-li /'trozli/ 

troubadour French medieval lyric poet 
troo-buh-dor /‘tru:bado:(r)/ 

Troughton, Patrick English actor 
trow-tuhn /‘trautan/ 

trousseau pl. trousseaux items collected 
by a bride for her marriage 
troo-soh, pl. troo-sohz /‘tru:sau/, pl. 
/-sauz/ 

trouvaille lucky find 
troo-vy /tru:'val/ 

trow think or believe 
troh /trau/ 

Trowbridge town, England 
troh-brij /‘traubrid3/ 

Troyes town, France 
trwah /trwa:/ 

truculent quick to argue 
truk-yuul-uhnt /‘trakjulant/ 
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Trudeau, Pierre Canadian statesman 
pyair troo-doh / pje:(r) 'tru:dau/ 

Trudgill, Peter English linguist 
trud-gil /‘tradg:}/ 

Truffaut, Frangois French film director 
frah(ng)-swah true-foh /fra,swa: 
try'fao/ 

Trujillo city, Peru 
troo-kheel-yoh /tru:'xi:ljau/ 

Truk Islands islands, Micronesia 
truk /trak/ 

Truro town, England 
troor-oh /‘truarau/ 

trypanosomiasis tropical disease 
trip-uh-noh-suh-my-uh-siss 
/,tripanausa'matesis/ 

tryptophan amino acid 
trip-tuh-fan /‘triptafan/ 

Tsang, Donald chief executive of Hong 
Kong 
jung /d3an/ 

tsar (also ezar or tzar) emperor of Russia 
tsar /tsa:(r)/ 

tsarevich (also czarevich or tzarevich) 
son of a tsar 
tsar-uh-vitch /‘tsa:ravitS/ 

tsarina (also ezarina or tzarina) wife of 
a tsar 
tsar-ee-nuh /tsa:'rina/ 

Tsavo national park, Kenya 
tsah-voh /‘tsa:vau/ 

tsessebi antelope 
tsess-ay-bi /tse'seibi/ 

tsetse bloodsucking fly 
tset-si /'tsetsi/ 

Tshwane another name for Pretoria 
chwah-nay /'t/wa:nei/ 

tsimmes (also tzimmes or tzimmis) 
Jewish stew 
tsim-uhss /‘tsrmas/ 

Tsing Tao Chinese brewery 
ching dow /,tSin ‘dau/ 

Tsiolkovsky, Konstantin Russian 
aeronautical engineer 
Kon-stuhn-teen tsi-uhl-kof-ski 
/kpnstan‘ti:n tsial'kofski/ 

Tskhinvali capital of South Ossetia 
tskhin-vah-li /tsxin'va:li/ 

Tsotsi young criminal (South African) 
tsot-si /‘tsptsi/ 

tsukemono Japanese pickled vegetable 
dish 


Trudeau, Pierre | tuk-tuk 


tsoo-kem-oh-noh /tsu:'kemaunau/ 
* See JAPANESE panel. 

tsunami tidal] wave 
tsoo-nah-mi /tsu:'na:mi/ 

tsuris problems or difficulties 
tsoor-iss /‘tsuaris/ 

Tsushima island, Japan 
tsoo-shee-muh /‘tsu:fi:ma/ 

Tsvangirai, Morgan Zimbabwean 
politician 
chang-girr-y /tfangr'rat/ 

Tswana African ethnic group 
tswah-nuh /‘tswa:na/ 

Tuamotu Archipelago island group, 
Polynesia 
too-uh-moh-too /,tu:a'mautu:/ 

Tuareg African nomadic ethnic group 
twar-eg /‘twa:reg/ 

Tuatha Dé Danann Irish mythological 
race 
too-uh-huh dair dan-uhn /, tuaha 
de:(r) 'danan/ 
* See GAELIC panel. 

tuber cinereum part of the 
hypothalamus 
tyoo-buhr sin-eer-i-uhm /,tju:ba(r) 
s'nieriam/ 

tuberculosis infectious disease 
tyuub-ur-kyuul-oh-siss 
/tju,ba:(r)kjo'lausis/ 

tuberose plant 
tyoo-buh-rohz /‘tju:barauz/ 

Tiibingen city, Germany 
tue-bing-uhn /‘ty:bman/ 

Tubrug see Tobruk 

Tubuai islands, Polynesia 
toob-wy /tu:b'wa1/ 

Tucana constellation 
tuuk-ah-nuh /tu'ka:na/ 

Tucson city, US 
too-son /‘tu:son/ 

tucuxi small dolphin 
tuuk-oo-hi /tu‘ku:hi/ 

tufa porous rock 
tyoo-fuh /‘tju:fa/ 

tugrik currency unit, Mongolia 
too-greek /‘tu:gri:k/ 

Tuileries gardens in Paris 
twee-luh-ri /‘twi:lori/ 

tuk-tuk three-wheeled vehicle 
tuuk-tuuk /‘toktuk/ 


Tula | tussive 


Tula city, Russia 
too-luh /‘tu:la/ 
Tulcea city, Romania 
tuul-chuh /‘tultfa/ 
Tull, Jethro English agriculturalist 
jeth-roh tul /,d3e6reu ‘tal/ 
Tullamore town, Republic of Ireland 
tul-uh-mor / tala'mo:(r)/ 
tulle fine material 
tyool /tju:l/ 
Tulsa port, US 
tul-suh /‘talsa/ 
Tulsidas Indian poet 
tuul-sid-ahss /‘tulsida:s/ 
tumescent becoming swollen 
tyuum-ess-uhnt /tju'mesant/ 
tumulus pl. tumuli ancient burial mound 
tyoo-myuu-luhss, pl. tyoo-myuu-lee 
/'tju:mjolas/, pl. /-li:/ 
tundra Arctic region 
tun-druh /‘tandra/ 
tungsten chemical element 
tung-stuhn /‘tanstan/ 
Tunguska river, Russia 
tuung-goo-skuh /tun‘gu:ska/ 
tunica pl. tunicae membranous sheath 
enveloping an organ 
tyoo-nik-uh, pl. tyoo-nik-ee 
/‘tju:ntke/, pl. /-ki:/ 
Tunis capital of Tunisia 
tyoo-niss /‘tju:nts/ 
Tunisia country 
tyoo-niz-i-uh /tju:nizia/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Tupelo city, US 
too-puh-loh /‘tu:palau/ 
Tupolev, Andrei Russian aeronautical 
engineer 
and-ray too-puh-luhf /an,drer 
‘tu:palaf/ 
tupuna Maori ancestor 
too-puun-uh /'tu:pona/ 
tuque knitted cap 
took /tu:k/ 
tar wild goat 
toor /tua(r)/ 
turaco bird 
toor-uh-koh /‘tuarakau/ 
Turandot opera by Puccini 
toor-an-dot /‘tuerandot/ 
turbinal part of the nasal cavity 
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tur-bin-uhl /‘ta:(r)binel/ 
tureen soup serving dish 
tyoor-een /tjua'ri:n/ 
Turgeney, Ivan Russian writer 
ee-vahn toor-gay-nyef /i:,va:n 
tua(r)'geinjef/ 
turgid tedious 
tur-jid /‘ta:(r)d3id/ 
Turin city, Italy 
tyoor-in /tjua'rin/ 
Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Torino, pronounced torr-ee-noh. 


Turing, Alan English mathematician 
tyoor-ing /‘tjvarin/ 
Turkana African ethnic group 
tur-kah-nuh /ta:(r)'ka:na/ 
Turkestan (also Turkistan) region, 
central Asia . 
turk-ist-ahn /,ta:(r)kr’sta:n/ 
Turkmenistan republic 
turk-men-ist-ahn /ta:(r)k,meni'sta:n/ 
Turks and Caicos islands, Caribbean 
kay-koss /‘ketkvs/ 
Turku port, Finland 
toor-koo /‘tua(r)ku:/ 
This is the Finnish name. The Swedish 
name is Abo, pronounced aw-boo. 


turmeric spice 
tur-muh-rik /‘ta:(7)martk/ 
turpitude depraved or wicked behaviour 
turp-it-yood /’ta:(r)pitju:d/ 
turquoise semi-precious stone 
tur-kwoyz /‘ta:(r)kwo1z/ 
turron Spanish nougat 
toor-on /tua'ron/ 
Tuscaloosa city, US 
tusk-uh-loo-suh /taska'lu:sa/ 
Tuscany region, Italy 
tusk-uh-ni /‘taskeni/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Toscana, pronounced tosk-ah-nuh. 


tush person's buttocks 
tuush /toJ/ 
Tussaud, Madame French founder of 
waxworks in London 
tuh-sawd /ta'so:d/, [tyso] 
* Established anglicization. 
tussive relating to coughing 
tuss-iv /‘tastv/ 
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Tutankhamen (also Tutankhamun) 
Egyptian pharaoh 
too-tuhn-kah-muhn /,tu:tan‘ka:man/ 


Less commonly also too-tuhn-kah-moon. 


tutelage protection or supervision 
tyoo-tuh-lij /‘tju:talid3/ 
Tuthmosis Egyptian pharaoh 
tuth-moh-siss /ta@'mausis/ 
Tutsi African ethnic group 
tuut-si /‘totsi/ 
tutti musical term 
tuut-i /‘tuti/ 
Tutu, Desmond South African 
clergyman 
too-too /‘tu:tu:/ 
Tuvalu country, Pacific 
too-vah-loo /tu:'va:lu:/ 
tuxedo man’s dinner jacket 
tuk-see-doh /tak'si:dau/ 
Tuxtla Gutiérrez city, Mexico 
toost-luh goot-yerr-ess / tu:stla 
gu:'tje:res/ 
Tuzla town, Bosnia 
tooz-luh /‘tu:zla/ 
Tver port, Russia 
tvair /tve:(r)/ 
twopence sum of two pence 
tup-uhnss /‘tapens/ 
twopenn’orth amount of something 
that costs twopence 
too-pen-uhrth /tu:'pena(r)6/ 
twopenny worth two pence 
tup-uh-ni /‘tapani/ 
Tybalt Shakespearean character 
tib-uhit /‘trbalt/ 
Tyburn place in London 
ty-burn /‘tarba:(r)n/ 
tychism philosophical doctrine 
tyk-iz-uhm /‘tatkizam/ 
Tyddewi Welsh name for St David's, 
Wales 
tith-ew-i /trdewi/ 
Tylenol trademark paracetamol 
ty-luh-nol /‘tarlanol/ 
Tymoshenko, Yuliya Ukrainian 
politician 
yoo-li-uh tim-uh-shenk-uh / julia 


Tutankhamen | tzimmes 


tima’fenka/ 
tympanum eardrum 
tim-puh-nuhm /‘timpanem/ 
Tynan, Kenneth English writer 
ty-nuhn /‘taman/ 


Tyndale, William English translator 
and martyr 
tin-duhl /‘tindal/ 

Tyndall, John Irish physicist 
tin-duhl /‘tindel/ 


Tynwald parliament of the Isle of Man 
tin-wuhld /‘tmwold/ 


Tyr Norse god 
teer /tia(r)/ 


tyrannical exercising power in a cruel 


way 
tirr-an-ik-uhl /tr'rantkal/ 


Less commonly also ty-ran-ik-uhl. 


tyrannosaurus dinosaur 
tirr-an-uh-sawr-uhss /ti,rana'so:res/ 
Tyre port, Lebanon 
ty-uhr /'tara(r)/ 
tyro beginner or novice 
ty-roh /'tarreu/ 
Tyrol state, Austria 
tirr-ohl /tr'raul/ 


Spelled Tirol in German; the pronunciation 
is more or less the same. 


Tyrone county, Northern Ireland 
tirr-ohn /tr'raun/ 
Tyrrhenian sea 
tirr-ee-ni-uhn /trrimian/ 
Tyumen city, Russia 
tyuum-yen /tju'mjen/ 
tzar see tsar 
Tzara, Tristan Romanian-born French 
poet 
treest-ah(ng) zar-uh /tri:sta ‘za:ra/ 
tzatziki Greek yogurt dish 
tsat-see-ki /tsat'si:ki/ 
tzedakah charitable giving 
tsed-ok-ah /tse'dpka:/ 
tzigane Hungarian Gypsy 
tsig-ahn /tst'ga:n/ 
tzimmes see tsimmes 
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U characteristic of upper social classes 
yoo /ju:/ 

U Burmese man’s title 
00 /u:/ 

U-Bahn underground train system 
o0o-bahn /‘u:ba:n/ 

Ubermensch superman 
ue-buhr-mensh /‘y:ba(r),menS/ 
The German prefix tiber- is sometimes 


anglicized to oob-uhr, here and in other 
words. 


ubique motto of the Royal Engineers and 
the Royal Artillery; ‘everywhere’ (Latin) 
yuu-by-kway /jo'barkwe1/ 


Our research indicates that this heavily 
anglicized pronunciation was used by the 
majority of RE and RA officers. The classical 
Latin pronunciation is o0-bik-way. 
ubiquitous found everywhere 
yoo-bi-kwi-tuhss /ju:'bikwites/ 
UCAS Universities and Colleges 
Admissions Service 
yoo-kass /'ju:kas/ 
Uccello, Paolo Italian painter 
pow-loh oo-chel-oh / paulau u:'tfelov/ 
Udall, Nicholas English dramatist 
nik-uh-luhss yoo-duhi /,nikalas 
‘jucdal/ 
Udine province, Italy 
oo-din-ay /‘u:dinet/ 
Udmurtia autonomous republic, Russia 
uud-moor-ti-uh /ud'mua(r)tia/ 
udon thick Japanese noodles 
oo-don /‘u:don/ 
UEFA Union of European Football 
Associations 
yoo-ay-fuh /ju:‘erfa/ 


Various pronunciations have been used for 
this body since its inception, including 
yoo-fuh and yoo-ee-fuh; our 
recommendation is the one used by UEFA 
and FIFA officials. 


Ueno park, Tokyo 
oo-ay-noh /u:'emnau/ 


Ufa capital of Bashkiria 
oo-fah /u:'fa:/ 
UFAW Universities Federation for 
Animal Welfare 
yoo-faw /‘ju:fo:/ 
Uffizi art gallery, Florence 
uu-feet-si /u'fi:tsi/ 
* See ITALIAN panel. 
ufology study of UFOs 
yoo-fol-uh-ji /ju:'foled3i/ 
ugali maize porridge 
o0o-gah-li /u:'ga:li/ 
Uganda country 
yoo-gan-duh /ju:ganda/ 
Usgli trademark citrus fruit 
ug-li /‘agli/ 
Ugric language family 
yoo-grik /'ju:grik/ 
Uighur (also Uigur) member of a Turkic 
people of China 
wee-guhr /‘wi:ga(r)/ 
uillean pipes Irish musical instrument 
il-uhn /‘tlan/ 
Uist two islands, Scotland 
yoo-ist /'juist/ 
Ujjain city, India 
o0o-jyn /u:'d3ain/ 
Ujung Pandang port, Indonesia 
oo-juung pan-dang /u:,d3un pan'dan/ 
UKIP UK Independence Party 
yoo-kip /‘ju:kip/ 
ukiyo-e school of Japanese art 
o0o-kee-yoh-ay /u: ki:jau'er/ 
Ukraine country 
yoo-krayn /ju:'krem/ 
¢ Established anglicization. 
ukulele musical instrument 
yoo-kuh-lay-li /,ju:ke'lerli/ 
Ulan Bator (also Ulaanbaatar) capital 
of Mongolia 
oo-lahn bah-tuhr /,uw:lamn 'ba:ta(r)/ 
Ulanova, Galina Russian ballet dancer 
guh-lee-nuh oo-lah-nuh-vuh /ga'lizna 
ulanava/ 
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Ulan-Ude capital of Buryatia 
oo-lahn oo-day /u:la:n u:'de1/ 

ulema (also ulama) body of Muslim 
scholars 
uu-lam-ah /‘ulama:/ 

Ulfilas Gothic bishop and Bible 
translator; also called Wulfila 
uul-fil-ass /‘ulfrlas/ 

Ulthasnagar city, India 
ool-huhss-nug-uhr /,u:Ihas'naga(r)/ 


ullage amount by which a container falls 


short of being full 
ul-ij /‘alid3/ 
Ulm city, Germany 
uulm /ulm/ 
ulna pl. ulnae bone in the forearm 
ul-nuh, pl. ul-nee /‘alna/, pl. /-ni:/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
Ulpian Roman jurist 
ulp-i-uhn /‘alpian/ 
Ulsan port, Korea 
ool-sahn /u:l'sa:n/ 
ultimo ‘of last month’ (Latin) 
ul-tim-oh /‘altrmau/ 
ultramundane existing outside the 
known world 
ult-ruh-mun-dayn /,altra'mandein/ 
ultra vires beyond one’s authority 
ult-ruh vy-reez /,altra ‘vairi:z/ 
As is typical with legal Latin, this is an 
anglicized pronunciation. A more 
classical-sounding pronunciation, ult-ruh 
veer-ayz, is also used; see LATIN panel. 


ululate how! or wail 
ul-yuh-layt /‘aljaleit/ 


Less commonly also yoo-lyoo-layt. 


Ulundi town, South Africa 
oo-luun-di /u:‘lundi/ 

Uluru sacred mountain, Australia 
00-luu-roo /u:lu'ru:/ 

Ulysses Roman name for Odysseus 
yoo-liss-eez /ju:'lisi:z/ 


Sometimes also yoo-liss-eez. 


umamii category of taste in food 
00-mah-mi /u:‘ma:mi/ 

Umayyad Arab dynasty 
uum-y-ad /u'matad/ 

Umbanda Brazilian folk religion 
uum-band-uh /um'bando/ 

umbellifer plant of the parsley family 


Ulan-Ude | undine 


um-bel-if-uhr /am‘belifa(r)/ 
umber yellow-brown pigment 
um-buhr /‘amba(r)/ 


umbo pl. umbones central boss of a 
shield 


um-boh, pl. um-boh-neez /‘ambav/, pl. 


/am'bauni:z/ 
* Standard -s plural is also possible. 
umbra pi. umbrae inner region 
um-bruh, pl. um-bree /‘ambra/, pl. 
/-bri:/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 
umbrage offence 
um-brij /‘ambrid3/ 
Umbria region, Italy 
um-bri-uh /‘ambria/ 
Established anglicization. 
Umbriel moon of Uranus 
um-bri-uhl /‘ambrial/ 
Umea city, Sweden 
o00-muh-aw /‘u:ma,9:/ 
umiak Eskimo boat 
00-mi-ak /‘u:miak/ 
umlaut diacritic mark (“) 
uum-lowt /‘umlaut/ 
umma (also ummah) community of 
Muslims 
uum-uh /‘uma/ 
Umm al Qaiwain state, United Arab 
Emirates 
uum uhl ky-wyn /,om al kar'wam/ 
Umm Qasr port, Iraq 
uum kass-uhr /,um ‘kasar/ 
umrah lesser pilgrimage to Mecca 
uum-rah /‘omra:/ 
Umwelt world 
uum-velt /umvelt/ 
una corda musical term 
oo-nuh kor-duh /,u:na 'ka:(r)da/ 
unanimous in agreement 
yoo-nan-im-uhss /ju:‘nanimas/ 
uncial script 
un-si-uhl /‘ansiel/ 


UNCTAD United Nations Conference on 


Trade and Development 
unk-tad /‘anktad/ 
unction religious rite 
unk-shuhn /‘ankfan/ 
unctuous ingratiating 
unk-tyoo-uhss /‘anktjuas/ 
undine water nymph 
un-deen /‘andi:n/ 


undulate | uropygium 


undulate move with a wave-like motion 
un-dyuh-layt /‘andjeleit/ 

UNESCO United Nations agency 
yoo-nesk-oh /ju:'neskau/ 

ungainsayable undeniable 
un-gayn-say-uh-buhl 
/,angein'selabal/ 

ungual relating to a nail, hoof, or claw 
ung-gwuhl /‘angwal/ 

unguent ointment 
ung-gwuhnt /‘angwant/ 

ungulate hoofed mammal 
ung-gyuul-uht /‘angjulot/ 

unheimlich uncanny 
uun-hym-likh /on'‘hammli¢/ 

unicameral having a single legislative 
chamber 
yoo-ni-kam-uh-ruhl /,ju:ni*kamoral/ 

UNICEF United Nations agency 
yoo-niss-ef /'ju:nisef/ 

UNIDO United Nations International 
Development Organization 
yoo-nee-doh /ju:'ni:dau/ 

unify make whole 
yoo-ni-fy /‘ju:nifar/ 

uniparous producing a single offspring 
yoo-nip-uh-ruhss /ju:'niperas/ 

uniped having only one foot or leg 
yoo-nip-ed /‘ju:niped/ 

UNITA Angolan nationalist movement 
yoo-nee-tuh /ju:'ni:ta/ 

UNITAR United Nations Institute for 
Training and Research 
yoo-nee-tar /ju:'‘ni:ta:(r)/ 

unitard one-piece garment 
yoo-nit-ard /‘ju:nita:(r)d/ 

Unix trademark computer operating 
system 
yoo-niks /‘ju:ntks/ 

unkempt dishevelled 
un-kempt /an‘kempt/ 

Untermensch pl. Untermenschen 
person considered inferior 
uun-tuhr-mensh, 
pl. uun-tuhr-mensh-uhn 
/onta(rymenJ/, pl. /-menSan/ 

unwonted unaccustomed 
un-wohn-tuhd /an'waunted/ 

Upanishad Hindu sacred treatise 
oo-pan-ish-ad /u:'panifad/ 

Updike, John American writer 
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up-dyk /‘apdark/ 
Up-Helly-Aa annual festival held in the 
Shetland Islands 
uup hel-i ah / up heli 'a:/ 
upholster cover furniture 
up-hohl-stuhr /ap‘havista(r)/ 
Uppsala city, Sweden 
uup-sah-luh /‘opsa:la/ 
upsilon letter of the Greek alphabet 
yoop-sy-luhn /ju:p'sailan/ 


Commonly also up-sil-on. 


Ugsur, el- see Luxor 

Ur ancient Sumerian city 
ur fai(r)/ 

Uralic family of languages 
yuu-ral-ik /jo'ralik/ 

Urals mountain range, Russia 
yoor-uhlz /‘juaralz/ 

Urania Greek mythological character 
yuh-ray-ni-uh /ja'remia/ 

uranium chemical element 
yuh-ray-ni-uhm /ja'remiam/ 

Uranus planet 
yoor-uh-nuhss /‘juaranas/ 
Commonly also yuh-ray-nuhss. Our 


recommendation is based on the preferred 
usage of astronomers. 


urbane refined in manner 
ur-bayn /a:(r)'ben/ 
Urdu language 
oor-doo /‘va(r)du:/ 
Commonly also ur-doo. 


urea chemical compound in urine 
yuh-ree-uh /ja'ri:a/ 

ureter duct from the kidney 
yuh-ree-tuhr /ja'ri:ta(r)/ 

urethra duct from the bladder 
yuh-reeth-ruh /ja'ri:éra/ 

Urey, Harold American chemist 
yoor-i /‘juari/ 

Uriah biblical character 
yub-ry-uh /je'rara/ 

urinal receptacle for urine 
yuh-ry-nuhi /ja'ramal/ 

urine waste fluid 
yoor-in /‘juartn/ 

urology branch of medicine concerned 
with the urinary system 
yuh-rol-uh-ji /jo'rvlad3i/ 

uropygium rump of a bird 
yoor-oh-pij-i-uhm /, juarao'pid3ziom/ 
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Ursa Major constellation 
ur-suh may-juhr /,a:(r)sa ‘meid3a(r)/ 

Ursa Minor constellation 
ur-suh my-nuhr /,a:(r)sa 'mama(r)/ 

Ursula saint and martyr 
ur-syuul-uh /'a:(r)sjula/ 

Ursuline order of nuns 
ur-syuul-yn /‘a:(r)sjolain/ 

urtext pl. urtexte earliest version of a text 
oor-tekst, pl. oor-teks-tuh 
/'va(r)tekst/, pl. /-teksta/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 

urticaria skin rash 
ur-tik-air-i-uh /,a:(r)tr'ke:rio/ 

Uruguay country 
yoor-uh-gwy /‘jueragwat/, Spanish 
[uru'ywaj] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Uruk ancient city, Mesopotamia 
uu-ruuk /‘oruk/ 

Uruk-Hai fictional creatures in The Lord 
of the Rings 
oo-ruuk hy /,u:rok 'hat/ 

Urumgi (also Urumchi) city, China 
uu-ruum-chee / urom'tfi/ 

Usdaw Union of Shop, Distributive and 
Allied Workers 
uz-daw /‘azdo:/ 

Ushuaia port, Argentina 
00-swy-uh /u:'swata/ 

Uspallata pass, South America 
0o-spuhl-yat-uh /,u:spal'jata/, 
[uspa'Aata] 

Ustinov, Peter British actor of Russian 
descent 
yoo-stin-of /‘ju:stinvf/ 

usurer moneylender 
yoo-zhuh-ruhr /‘ju:zara(r)/ 

usurp take a position of power 
yoo-zurp /ju:'za:(r)p/ 

usury lending money 
yoo-zhuh-ri /‘ju:3ari/ 

Utah state, US 
yoo-tah /‘ju:ta:/ 

AM is yoo-taw. 


Utamaro, Kitagawa Japanese artist 
kee-tag-ah-wuh uu-tam-ah-roh 
/ki:ta‘ga:wa u:ta'ma:rau/ 

* See JAPANESE panel. 


Ursa Major | Uzi 


Ute American Indian ethnic group 
yoot /ju:t/ 

uterine relating to the womb 
yoo-tuh-ryn /‘ju:taram/ 

Uther Pendragon legendary figure; 
father of Arthur 
oo-thuhr pen-drag-uhn /,u:6a(r) 
pen‘dragen/ 

Utica town, US 
yoo-tik-uh /‘ju:tika/ 

Utopia imagined perfect place 
yoo-toh-pi-uh /ju:taupia/ 

Utrecht city, Netherlands 
yoo-trekht /‘ju:trext/, ['ytrext] 
© Established anglicization. 

Utrillo, Maurice French painter 
morr-iss yoo-tril-oh /‘morts ju:'trilau/, 
Cmoris ytrijo] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Utsire island, Norway; also shipping 
areas 
uut-seer-uh /ut'stara/ 

Uttaranchal state, India 
uut-uh-run-chuhl /,uta'rantfal/ 

Uttar Pradesh state, India 
uut-uhr pruh-daysh /,uta(r) pra‘derf/ 

Uttoxeter town, England 
yoo-tok-suh-tuhr /ju:'tokseta(r)/ 
There are other local pronunciations of this 


place name, including ut-ok-suh-tuhr and 
uk-sit-uhr. 


Utzon, Jorn Danish architect 
yoern uut-son /,joe(r)n ‘utspn/ 
uvea part of the eye 
yoo-vi-uh /‘ju:via/ 
uvula pl. uvulae fleshy extension at the 
back of the soft palate 
yoo-vyuul-uh, pl. yoo-vyuul-ee 
/'ju:vjolo/, pl. /-li:/ 
¢ Standard -s plural is also possible. 
uxorious fond of one’s wife 
uk-saw-ri-uhss /ak'sa:rias/ 
Uzbek member of a Turkic people living 
mainly in Uzbekistan 
uuz-bek /‘uzbek/ 
Uzbekistan independent republic 
uuz-bek-ist-ahn /uz,bekr'sta:n/ 
Uzi sub-machine gun 
00-2i /'u:zi/ 


Vaal river, South Africa 
vahl /va:l/ 
Vaasa port, Finland 
vah-suh /'va:sa/ 
vaccine inoculation 
vak-seen /'vaksi:n/ 
Vacherin soft cheese 
vash-uh-ra(ng) /‘vasaré/ 
vacillate waver 
vass-il-ayt /‘vasileit/ 
vacuum space devoid of matter 
vak-yoom /'vakju:m/ 
Less commonly also vak-yuu-uhm, a more 
careful pronunciation. 


vade mecum handbook 
vah-di may-kuhm /,va:di ‘merkam/ 
© See LATIN panel. 

Vadodara city, India 
vuh-doh-duh-ruh /ve'deudere/ 

Vaduz capital of Liechtenstein 
fad-uuts /fa'duts/ 

vagary unexpected change 
vay-gub-ri /‘vergari/ 

vaginoplasty surgery to create a vagina 
vuh-jy-noh-plast-i /va'd3amauplasti/ 

vagrant person without a settled home 
vay-gruhnt /‘vergrant/ 

vagus pl. vagi cranial nerve 
vay-guhss, pl. vay-jy /'vergas/, pl. 
/-€3a1/ 

Vaindimdinen central character in the 
Kalevala 
vay-nuh-moey-nuhn /‘venameeiman/, 
Finnish ['vainzemejnen] 

Vaishnava member of a branch of 
modern Hinduism 
vysh-nuv-uh /‘varfnave/ 

Vajpayee, Atal Bihari Indian 
statesman ; 
ut-uhl bi-hah-ri vahj-pay /,atal bi,ha:ri 
‘va:d3per/ 
The pronunciation vahj-py is sometimes 
heard. However, our recommendation is 
based on the advice of several Hindi 
speakers and the High Commission of India. 
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vajra thunderbolt or mythical weapon 
vuj-ruh /'vad3ra/ 
vakil lawyer 
vuh-keel /ve'ki:l/ 
Val d’Isére resort, France 
val dee-zair /,val di:'ze:(r)/ 
vale valley 
vayl /verl/ 
vale farewell 
vah-lay /‘va:ler/ 
valedictory serving as a farewell 
val-uh-dik-tuh-ri /,vala'diktari/ 
Valencia city, Spain 
vuh-len-si-uh /va'lensia/, [Ba'len8ja] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Valenciennes bobbin lace 
val-ah(ng)-syen /,vala'sjen/ 
valency combining power of an element 
vay-luhn-si /‘verlansi/ 
Valentia island and coastal station, 
Republic of Ireland 
vuh-len-shi-uh /va'lenfia/ 
Valentino, Rudolph Italian-born 
American actor 
val-uhn-tee-noh /,valen'tineu/ 
Valerian Roman emperor 
vuh-leer-i-uhn /va'liarian/ 
Commonly also vub-tair-i-uhn; see LATIN 
panel. 


valerian plant 
vuh-leer-i-uhn /va'liarian/ 
As with many botanical names, more than 


one pronunciation is possible. Commonly 
also vub-lair-i-uhn. 


Valéry, Paul French poet 
pol val-air-ee / pol ,vale'ri:/ 

valet man’s personal male attendant 
val-uht /‘valat/ 


This is the traditional BR pronunciation; 
val-ay is also used. 


valeta see veleta 
valetudinarian hypochondriac 
val-uh-tyoo-din-air-i-uhn 
/ valatju:dr'ne:rien/ 
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valgus limb deformity 
val-guhss /‘valgas/ 

Valhalla Norse mythological palace 
val-hal-uh /val'hala/ 

valise small suitcase 
vuh-leez /va'li:z/ 

Valium trademark tranquillizing drug 
val-i-uhm /‘valiam/ 

Valkyrie Norse mythological characters 
val-kuh-ri /‘valkari/ 


Less commonly also val-keer-i. See also DIE 
WALKURE. 


Valladolid city, Spain 
val-uh-doh-leed /,valadau'li:d/, 
[Bakado'lid} 


Established anglicization. Sometimes also 
val-yuh-dol-eeth, a less anglicized 
pronunciation. 


vallecula pl. valleculae furrow 
val-ek-yuu-luh, pl. val-ek-yuu-lee 
/va'lekjola/, pl. /-li:/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Valle d’Aosta region, Italy 
val-ay dah-ost-uh /,valei da:'psta/ 
Valletta capital, Malta 
vuh-let-uh /va'leta/ 
vallum defensive wall 
val-uhm /‘valam/ 
Valois medieval duchy, France 
val-wah /val'wa:/ 
valonia tree 
val-oh-ni-uh /va'laonia/ 
Valparaiso port, Chile 
val-puh-ry-zoh /,valpa'raizeu/, Spanish 
[Balpara'iso} 
* Established anglicization. 
Valpolicella red wine 
val-pol-i-chel-uh /,valpoli'tfela/ 
valse waltz 
valss /vals/ 
valuta exchange value of currency 
vuh-lyoo-tuh /va'lju:ta/ 
vambrace armour 
vam-brayss /‘vambrets/ 
vamoose depart hurriedly 
vuh-mooss /va'mu:s/ 
vanadium chemical element 
vuh-nay-di-uhm /va’neidiam/ 
vanaspati thick vegetable oil 
vuh-nuss-pub-tee /va'naspa,ti:/ 


valgus | Vanir 


Vanbrugh, John English architect and 
dramatist 
van-bruh /‘vanbra/ 

Van Buren, Martin former American 
president 
van byoor-uhn /van ‘bjuaran/ 

Van Cleef & Arpels American jewellers 
van kleef ar-pelz /van ‘kli:f a:(r)'pelz/ 

vancomycin bacterial antibiotic 
vank-uh-my-sin /,vanka'marsin/ 

Vancouver city, Canada 
van-koo-vuhr /van'ku:va(r)/ 

van de Graaff generator machine 
which generates static charge 
van duh grahf /,van da ‘gra:f/ 

Vanderbijlpark city, South Africa 
fund-uhr-bayl-park 
/'fanda(r)berl pa:(r)k/ 

Vanderbilt, Cornelius American 
philanthropist 
kor-nee-li-uhss van-duhr-bilt 
/ko:x(r) ni:lias ‘vanda(r)bilt/ 

Van der Post, Laurens South African 
explorer and writer 
lorr-uhnss van duhr post /‘lorans ,van 
da(r) ‘ppst/ 

van de Velde family of Dutch painters 
vun duh vel-duh /,van da ‘velda/ 

Van Diemen’s Land former name for 
Tasmania 
van deem-uhnz /van ‘di:manz/ 

Van Dyck, Anthony (also Vandyke) 
Flemish painter 
van dyk /van 'dask/ [van ‘deik] 
¢ Established anglicization. 

Vanern lake, Sweden 
vay-nuhrn /‘vema(r)n/, ['venen] 

vanessid butterfly 
vuh-ness-id /va'nesid/ 

Van Eyck, Jan Flemish painter 
yun vun yk /,jan van ‘alk/ 

Vangelis Greek composer 
van-gel-iss /van'gelis/ 

Van Gogh, Vincent Dutch painter 
van gokh /van ‘gpx/, [vm,sent van 
‘yox] 

Established anglicization. Another 
anglicization, van goh, is used especially in 
AM. 


Vanir Norse gods 
vah-neer /‘va:nia(r)/ 


vanitas | Vaughan, Sarah 


vanitas painting containing symbols of 
death 
van-it-ahss /‘vanita:s/ 

vanquish defeat thoroughly 
vank-wish /‘vankwif/ 

Vantaa city, Finland 
van-tah /‘vanta:/ 

Vanuatu country 
van-oo-uh-too /vanus'tu:/ 


Commonly also van-wah-too, an anglicized 


form. 


vaporetto pl. vaporetti canal boat 
vap-uh-ret-oh, pl. vap-uh-ret-i 
/,vapa'retan/, pl. /-ti/ 
vaquero cowboy 
vuh-kair-oh /va‘ke:rau/ 
Varah, Chad English founder of the 
Samaritans 
chad var-uh /,tfad 'va:ra/ 
Varanasi city, India 
vuh-rah-nuh-si /va'ra:nasi/ 
vardo Gypsy caravan 
var-doh /‘va:(r)dau/ 
varec seaweed 
varr-ek /'varek/ 
Varese town, Italy 
vuh-ray-say /ve'rerser/ 
Varése, Edgard French-American 
composer 
ed-gar varr-ez /ed,ga:(r) va'rez/ 
Vargas Llosa, Mario Peruvian writer 


mah-ri-oh var-gass lyoh-suh /,ma:riau 


,va:(r)gas 'ljausa/ 
varicella chickenpox 
varr-i-sel-luh /,vari'selo/ 
varicose swollen or twisted (veins) 
varr-i-kohss /‘varikaus/ 
variegated exhibiting different colours 
vair-i-uh-gay-tid /‘ve:riageitid/ 
varietal made from a single specified 
variety of grape 
vuh-ry-uh-tuhl /va'ratatal/ 
varifocal lens that allows different 
focusing distances 
vair-i-fohk-uhl /,ve:ri'faukal/. 
variola smallpox 
vuh-ry-uh-luh /va'rarala/ 
varix pl. varices varicose vein 
vair-iks, pl. varr-iss-eez /‘ve:riks/, pl. 
/‘varisi:z/ 
varlet boy servant 
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var-luht /‘va:(r)let/ 
varmint wild animal 
var-mint /‘va:(rymint/ 
Varna port, Bulgaria 
var-nuh /'va:(r)no/ 
varna each of the four Hindu castes 
var-nuh /‘va:(r)na/ 
Varro, Marcus Terentius Roman 
satirist 
mark-uhss tuh-rensh-uhss varr-oh 
/,ma:(r)kas ta,renfas 'varau/ 
© See LATIN panel. 
varroa microscopic mite 
varr-oh-uh /‘varave/ 
Varuna Hindu god 
vurr-uun-uh /‘varona/ 
varus limb deformity 
vair-uhss /‘ve:ras/ 
vas pl. vasa vessel or duct 
vass, pl. vay-suh /vas/, pl. /‘vetse/ 
Vasari, Giorgio Italian painter 
jor-joh vuh-sah-ri /,d30(r)d3au0 
va'sa:ri/ 
vas deferens sperm duct 
vass def-uh-renz /,vas ‘defarenz/ 
vasectomy sterilization 
vuh-sek-tuh-mi /va'sektami/ 
vaseline trademark petroleum jelly 
vass-uh-leen /'vasali:n/ 
vasopressin hormone 
vay-zoh-press-in /,veizau'presin/ 
vassal tenant landholder 
vass-uhl /'vasal/ 
vastation purification 
vast-ay-shuhn /va'sterfan/ 
Visteras port, Sweden 
vest-uhr-awss /,vesta'ra:s/ 
vaticinate foretell the future 
vat-iss-in-ayt /va'tisineit/ 
Vattern lake, Sweden 
vet-uhrn /‘veta(r)n/ 
vatu currency unit, Vanuatu 
vat-oo /‘vatu:/ 
Vaud canton, Switzerland 
voh /vau/ 
vaudeville entertainment 
vaw-duh-vil /‘vo:davil/ 
Vaudois relating to Vaud 
voh-dwah /vau'dwa:/ 
Vaughan, Sarah American jazz singer 
vawn /vo:n/ 


409 


Vaughan Williams, Ralph English 
composer 
rayf vawn /‘reif ,vo:n/ 

vault leap 
vawlt /va:lt/ 


Commonly also volt. 


Vauxhall district of London 
voks-awl /‘voksoa:/ 

vavasour vassal 
vav-uh-soor /‘vavasua(r)/ 

Vavilov, Nikolai Soviet plant gencticist 
nik-uh-ly vuh-vee-luhf /nikalar 
va'vilaf/ 

Veblen, Thorstein American economist 
thor-styn veb-luhn /,69:(r)stam 
‘veblan/ 

Veda Indian scripture 
vay-duh /‘verda/ 

vedalia beetle ladybird 
vuh-day-li-uh /va'deilia/ 

Vedanta Hindu philosophy 
ved-ahn-tuh /ve'da:nta/ 

vedette mounted sentry 
ved-et /ve'det/ 

Vedic relating to the Vedas 
vay-dik /‘verdtk/ 

Vega, Lope de Spanish dramatist 
loh-pay day vay-guh /,laupei der 
‘velga/ 

Vega star 
vee-guh /'vi:ga/ 

vega grassy plain 
vay-guh /‘veiga/ 

vegan person who avoids eating animal 
products 
vee-guhn /'vi:gan/ 

Vegemite trademark savoury spread 
vej-uh-myt /'vedzamait/ 

vegetal relating to plants 
vej-uh-tuhl /‘ved3atal/ 

vehement showing strong feeling 
vee-uh-muhnt /‘vi:amant/ 

veitchberry hybrid plant 
veetch-buh-ri /'vi:tSbari/ 

Vela constellation 
vee-luh /'vi:la/ 

velar relating to a veil or velum 
vee-luhr /‘vi:la(r)/ 

Velazquez, Diego Rodriguez de 
Silva y Spanish painter 
dyay-goh rod-ree-gess day seel-vuh 


Vaughan Williams, Ralph | vendeuse 


ee vel-ass-kwuhss /,djeigau rod ri:ges 
dei si:lva i: ve'laskwas/, [Be'laske6] 
© Established anglicization. 
Velazquez de Cuéllar, Diego Spanish 
conquistador 
dyay-goh vel-ath-kweth day 
kwel-yar / djetgau ve'laékweé dei 
*kwelja:(r)/ 
veld (also veldt) open grassland 
velt /velt/ 
veleta (also valeta) ballroom dance 
vuh-lee-tuh /va'li:ta/ 
velleity inclination 
vel-ee-it-i /ve'li:ti/ 
Velleius Paterculus Roman historian 
and soldier 
vel-ay-uhss puh-tair-kyuul-uhss 
/veletas pa’te:(r)kjulas/ 
vellum parchment 
vel-uhm /‘velam/ 
velocimeter instrument for measuring 
velocity 
vel-uh-sim-uh-tuhr /,vela'simata(r)/ 
velociraptor small dinosaur 
vuh-loss-i-rap-tuhr /vaiosi'rapta(r)/ 
velocity speed 
vuh-loss-it-i /va'lositi/ 
velodrome cycle-racing track 
vel-uh-drohm /'veladraum/ 
velour plush woven fabric 
vuh-loor /va'lua(r)/ 
velouté white sauce 
vuh-loo-tay /va'lu:tei/ 
velum pl. vela membrane 
vee-luhm, pl. vee-luh /'vi:lam/, pl. 
[-la/ 
Velux trademark roof window 
vee-luks /'vi:laks/ 
vena cava pl. venae cavae cardiac vein 
vee-nuh kay-vuh, pl. vee-nee kay-vee 
/,Visna ‘ketva/, pl. /,vi:ni: 'kervi:/ 
venal susceptibile to bribery 
vee-nuhl /‘vi:nel/ 
vendace fish 
ven-diss /'vendis/ 
vendange grape harvest 
vah(ng)-dah(ng)zh /va'da3/ 
Vendée river, France 
vah(ng)-day /va'de1/ 
vendetta blood feud 
ven-det-uh /ven'deta/ 
vendeuse saleswoman 
vah(ng)-doez /va‘dez/ 


vendue | verjuice 


vendue public auction 
ven-dyoo /ven'dju:/ 
venereal relating to sex 
vuh-neer-i-uhl /va'nterial/ 
venery sexual indulgence 
ven-uh-ri /‘venari/ 
Venetia region, Italy 
ven-ee-shuh /ve'ni:Sa/ 


Established anglicization. The Italian name 
is Veneto, pronounced vay-net-oh. 


Venezuela country 
ven-uh-zway-luh /,vena'zwella/, 
Spanish [Bene'swela] 
¢ Established anglicization. 


venial relating to a lesser sin 
vee-ni-uhl /‘vi:niel/ 
Venice city, Italy 
ven-iss /'venis/ 


venison meat from a deer 
ven-iss-uhn /‘venisan/ 


Venite canticle 
vuh-ny-ti /ve'naiti/ 
This is a particularly anglicized 
pronunciation used with reference to Psalm 
93 when sung at matins services. Other 
pronunciations such as ven-ee-tay are also 
used; see LATIN panel. 


veni, vidi, vici ‘I came, I saw, I 
conquered’ (Latin) 
way-ni wee-di wee-ki /,wemi ,wi:di 
‘wi:ki/ 


This is the classical Latin pronunciation for 
this well-known quotation of Julius Caesar. 
More anglicized pronunciations such as 
vay-ni vee-di vee-chi are often used; see 
LATIN panel. 


venomous secreting venom 
ven-uh-muhss /‘venemes/ 

venous relating to veins 
vee-nuhss /‘vi:nas/ 

Ventnor town, Isle of Wight 
vent-nuhr /‘ventna(r)/ 

Ventolin trademark drug used to treat 
asthma 
ven-tuh-lin /‘ventalin/ 

ventouse cup-shaped suction device 
ven-tooss /'ventu:s/ 

Venturi, Robert American architect 
ven-tyoor-i /ven'tjoari/ 

Venus de Milo classical sculpture 
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vee-nuhss duh my-loh /,vi:nas da 
‘mailau/ 


Also commonly mee-loh. 


veracity truth 
vuh-rass-it-i /va'rasiti/ 
Veracruz state, Mexico 
vair-uh-krooss /,ve:ra'kru:s/ 
verbatim in exactly the same words 
vur-bay-tim /va:(r)'beitrm/ 
verbena herbaceous plant 
vur-bee-nuh /va:(r)'bizna/ 
verbiage speech 
vur-bi-uhj /‘va:(r)bied3/ 
verboten forbidden 
fuhr-boh-tuhn /fa(r)'beoten/ 
Vercingetorix chieftain of Gaul 
vur-sin-jet-uh-riks 
/,vax(r)sin'd3etariks/ 


Established anglicization. Sometimes also 
vair-sa(ng)-zhet-uh-reeks, a more 
French-sounding pronunciation. 


verdant green with grass 
vur-duhnt /‘va:(r)dant/ 
Verdelho white grape 
vuhr-del-yoo /va(r)'delju:/ 
Verdi, Giuseppe Italian composer 
juuz-ep-ay vair-di /d3u,zeper 've:(r)di/ 
Verdicchio white wine grape 
vair-deek-yoh /ve:(r)'di:kjau/ 
verdigris copper patina 
vur-dig-ree /'va:(r)digri:/ 
Verdun First World War battle site, 
France 
vur-dun /va:(r)'dan/, [verde] 
* Established anglicization. 
verdure vegetation 
vur-dyuhr /'va:(r)dja(r)/ 
Vereeniging city, South Africa 
fuh-ree-nikh-ing /fa'ri:n1xin/ 
Vergil see Virgil 
veridical truthful 
vub-rid-ik-uhl /va'ridrkel/ 
verisimilitude appearance of being real 
verr-i-sim-il-it-yood /,verisr'militju:d/ 
verismo realism 
verr-iz-moh /ve'rizmau/ 
vérité naturalistic genre 
verr-it-ay /‘verite1/ 
verjuice sour fruit juice 
vur-jooss /'va:(r)d3u:s/ 
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verlag publishing house (German) 
fair-lahk /fe:(r)'la:k/ 
Verlaine, Paul French poet 
pol vair-lenn / ppl ve:(r)'len/ 
Vermeer, Jan Dutch painter 
yun vur-meer /,jan va:(r)'mia(r)/ 
* Established anglicization. 
vermeil gilded silver or bronze 
vur-may! /'va:(r)merl/ 
vermicelli pasta threads 
vair-mi-chel-i /,ve:(r)mi'tSeli/ 
vermilion red pigment 
vuhr-mil-yuhn /va(r)'‘miljan/ 
vermis part of the brain 
vur-miss /'va:(r)mis/ 
Vermont state, US 
vur-mont /va(r)'mopnt/ 
vermouth flavoured wine 
vuhr-mooth /va(r)'mu:6/ 


Less commonly also vur-muhth. 


Vernaccia wine grape 
vuhr-natch-uh /va(r)'natfa/ 

vernacular language variety 
vur-nak-yuul-uhr /va(r)'nakjole(r)/ 

Verne, Jules French novelist 
joolz vurn /,d3u:1z ‘va:(r)n/, [3yl vern] 
* Established anglicization. 

Verner’s Law linguistic principle 
vair-nuhrz /'ve:(r)na(r)z/ 

vernissage private view of paintings 
vair-niss-ahzh /,ve:(r)n1'sa:3/ 

vernix deposit covering baby’s skin at 
birth 
vur-niks /‘va:(r)niks/ 

Vero board trademark used to make 
electronic circuits 
verr-oh /‘verau/ 

Verona city, Italy 
vuh-roh-nuh /va'rauna/ 

veronal barbiturate drug 
verr-uh-nuhl /‘veranal/ 

Veronese, Paolo Italian painter 
pow-loh verr-uh-nay-zay /,pauleo 
\wera'neizel/ 

veronique dish garnished with grapes 
verr-uh-neek / vera'ni:k/ 

Verrazano-Narrows Bridge bridge 
between Brooklyn and Staten Island, US 
verr-uh-zah-noh /,vera'za:nau/ 

verre églomisé glass decorated on the 
back 


verlag | vesicle 


vair ay-gloh-mee-zay /,ve:(r) 
elghomi:'zer/ 

verruca wart on the foot 
vuh-roo-kuh /va'ru:ka/ 

Versace, Gianni Italian fashion 
designer 
jah-ni vair-sah-chay /,d3a:ni 
vex(r)'sa:tfer/ 
The pronunciation of his fashion label is 
commonly also anglicized to vur-satch-i. 


Versailles palace, France 
vair-sy /ve:(r)'sal/ 

vers libre free verse 
vair leeb-ruh /ve:(r) ‘li:bra/ 

Verstehen empathic understanding 
fair-shtay-uhn /fe:(r)'Steren/ 

vertebra pl. vertebrae small bones 
forming the backbone 
vur-tuh-bruh, pl. vur-tuh-bree 
/'va:(r)tabre/, pl. /-bri:/ 

vertebrate animal with a backbone 
vur-tuh-bruht /'va:(r)tabrat/ 
vertex pl. vertices highest point 
vur-teks, pl. vur-tiss-eez /'va:(r)teks/, 
pl. /-tisi:z/ 
© Standard -es plural is also possible. 
verticillium fungus 
vur-tiss-il-i-uhm /,va:(r)tr'stliom/ 
vertiginous extremely high or steep 
vur-tij-in-uhss /va:(r)'tid3imas/ 
vertigo loss of balance 
vur-tig-oh /'va:(r)tigau/ 

Verulamium Roman name for St Albans 
verr-uh-lay-mi-uhm /,vera'lermiem/ 

Verviers town, Belgium 
vairv-yay /ve:(r)'vjet/ 

Verwoerd, Hendrik South African 
statesman 
hend-rik fuhr-voort /hendrik 
fa(r)'vua(r)t/ 

Very light flare fired into the air 
verr-i /‘veri/ 

Vesak Buddhist festival; also called 
Wesak 
vess-ak /'vesak/ 

Vesalius, Andreas Flemish anatomist 
and-ray-uhss vuh-say-li-uhss 
/and,retas va'setlias/ 

vesical relating to the bladder 
vess-ik-uhl /‘vesikal/ 

vesicle sac or cyst 
vess-ik-uhl /‘vesikel/ 


Vespasian | victor ludorum 


Vespasian Roman emperor 
vess-pay-zhuhn /ve'sperzan/ 
vespertine relating to the evening 
vesp-uhr-tyn /‘vespa(r)tain/ 
Vespucci, Amerigo Italian explorer 
am-uh-ree-goh vesp-oo-chi 
/ama'ri:gav ve'spu:tfi/ 
Vesteralen islands, Norway 
vest-uhr-aw-luhn /‘vesta,ro:len/ 
vestibule antechamber 
vest-ib-yool /‘vestibju:l/ 
vestige trace 
vest-ij /'vestid3/ 
vestigial forming a remnant 
vest-ij-uhl /ve'stid3eal/ 
Vesuvius volcano, Italy 
vuh-soo-vi-uhss /va'su:vias/ 
veterinary relating to the treatment of 
animals 
vet-uh-rin-uh-ri /‘vetarimari/ 


Commonly also vet-nuh-ri or vet-in-ri, 
reduced pronunciations. 


Veuve Cliquot brand of champagne 
voev klee-koh /,vee:v kli:kao/ 

vexillology study of flags 
vek-sil-ol-uh-ji /,veksr'lolad3i/ 

via by way of 
vy-uh /‘vara/ 
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vy-briss-ee /var'brisi:/ 
© See LATIN panel. 
viburnum shrub 
vy-bur-nuhm /var'ba:(r)nem/ 
vicarious experienced through others 
vik-air-i-uhss /vi'ke:ries/ 
vice as a substitute for 
vy-si /‘vatsi/ 
vice anglais vice considered 
characteristic of the English 
veess ah(ng)-glay /,vi:s ag'ler/ 
vicegerent person exercising delegated 
power on behalf of a ruler 
vyss-jerr-uhnt /vais'd3erant/ 
Less commonly also vyss-jeer-uhnt. 


Vicente, Gil Portuguese dramatist 
zheel vi-sent-uh /,3i:] vi'senta/ 
Vicenza city, Italy 
vitch-ent-suh /vi'tfentsa/ 
vicereine wife of a viceroy 
vyss-rayn /'vaisrein/ 
viceroy deputy ruler 
vyss-roy /'vaisro1/ 
vice versa other way round 
vyss vur-suh /,vais ‘va:(r)sa/ 
Vichy town, France 
vee-shi /‘vi:fi/ 


Commonly also vee-uh, especially in 
phrases. 


viable capable of working successfully 
vy-uh-buhl /‘vatabal/ 

Via Crucis way of the Cross 
vee-uh kroo-chiss /,vi:a ‘kru:tfis/ 

via dolorosa route believed to have been 
taken by Christ to Calvary 
vee-uh dol-uh-roh-zuh /,vi:a 
dola'rauza/ 

Viagra trademark drug used to enhance 
male potency 
vy-ag-ruh /var'agra/ 

vial small container 
vy-uhl /‘vatel/ 

viand item of food 
vy-uhnd /‘varand/ 

viaticum part of the last rites 
vy-at-ik-uhm /varatikem/ 

vibrato rapid, slight variation in pitch 
vib-rah-toh /vi'bra:tau/ 

vibrissae whiskers 


Established anglicization. The town is 
known for its mineral water, sometimes 
called Vichy water, for which the same 
pronunciation is appropriate. 


vichyssoise leek soup 
vee-shee-swahz /,vi:fi:'swa:z/ 

vicissitude change of fortune 
viss-iss-it-yood /vi'sisitju:d/ 

Vico, Giambattista Italian philosopher 
jam-bat-eest-uh vee-koh 
/d3amba'ti:sta ‘vi:kau/ 

vicomte French nobleman 
vee-ko(ng)t /'vi:k5t/ 

vicomtesse French noblewoman 
vee-ko(ng)-tess /,vik3'tes/ 

Victoria, Tomas Luis de Spanish 
composer 
tom-ass luu-eess day vik-tawr-ya 
/to,mas lu,i:s det vik'to:rja/ 

victor ludorum overall champion 
vik-tuhr loo-dawr-uhm /,vikta(r) 
lu:'do:rem/ 
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victrix pl. victrices female champion 


vik-triks, pl. vik-triss-eez /‘viktriks/, pl. 


/-trisi:z/ 
Victrola trademark gramophone 
vik-troh-luh /vik'travla/ 
victual food or provisions 
vit-uhl /'vital/ 
victualler person licensed to sell alcohol 
vit-luhr /‘vitla(r)/ 
vicuiia llama 
vik-oon-yuh /vi'ku:nja/ 
Vidal, Gore American writer 
gor vi-dahl /g9:(r) vi'da:]/ 
vide see 
vee-day /‘vi:de1/ 
videshi not Indian 
vid-esh-i /vi'defi/ 
vielle hurdy-gurdy 
vyel /vjel/ 
Vienna capital of Austria 
vi-en-uh /vi'ena/ 


Established anglicization. The German 
name is Wien, pronounced veen. 


Vientiane capital of Laos 
vyent-yahn /,vjen'tja:n/ 
Vierwaldstittersee lake, Switzerland 
feer-valt-shtet-uhr-zay 
/ fia(r)'valt fteta(r),zer/ 
Vietcong guerrilla movement 
vyet-kong /vjet'kon/ 
Vietnam country 
vyet-nam /vjet'nam/ 
vieux jeu old-fashioned 
vyoe zhoe /vja '3a/ 
viga roof timber 
vee-guh /'vi:ga/ 
Vigée-Lebrun, Elisabeth French 
painter 
ay-leez-uh-bet vee-zhay 
luh-broe(ng) /erli:za,bet ,vi:zer le'bra/ 
vigesimal relating to the number twenty 
vij-ess-im-uhl /v1'd3esimal/ 
vigilante unofficial law enforcer 
vij-il-an-ti /,vid3rlanti/ 
vigneron person who cultivates grapes 
veen-yuh-ro(ng) /,vi:nja'rd/ 
vignette brief description 
veen-yet /vi:'njet/ 
Vignola, Giacomo da Italian architect 
jah-kuh-moh dah vin-yoh-luh 
/,d3a:kamau da: vr'njaulo/ 


victrix | vinaigrette 


Vigny, Comte de French writer 
ko(ng)t duh veen-yi /,ko(ng)t da 
vi"'nji/ 

Vigo port, Spain 
vee-goh /'vi:gau/ 

Vigo, Jean French film director 
zhah(ng) vee-goh /,3a: vi:'gau/ 

vigoro Australian team ball game 
vig-uh-roh /‘vigarau/ 

vihara Buddhist temple or monastery 
vi-har-uh /vi‘ha:ra/ 

vihuela stringed musical instrument 
vi-way-luh /vi'werla/ 

Vijayawada city, India 
vij-y-uh-wah-duh / vid3are'wa:da/ 

Vila capital of Vanuatu 
vee-luh /‘vi:la/ 

Villa, Pancho Mexican revolutionary 
pan-choh veel-yuh /,pantSao ‘vi:ljo/ 
© See SPANISH panel. 

Villahermosa city, Mexico 
veel-yuh-air-moh-suh 
/,Vi:ljae:(r)'mausa/ 

Villa-Lobos, Heitor Brazilian 
composer 
ay-tor vil-uh loh-boss /,e1to:(r) ,vilo 
‘laubps/ 

villancico song 
veel-yan-see-koh /,vi:ljan‘si:keu/ 

villanella pi. villanelle Italian part-song 
vil-uh-nel-uh, pl. vil-uh-nel-ay 
/.vila'nela/, pl. /-'neler/ 

villanelle lyrical poem 
vil-uh-nel /,vila'nel/ 

villein feudal tenant 
vil-uhn /‘vilon/ 

Sometimes also vil-ayn, particularly to 
distinguish it from the word villain. 


Villon, Frangois French poet 
frah(ng)-swah vee-yo(ng) /fra,swa: 
vis'j3/ 

villus pl. villi minute elongated 
projections 
vil-uhss, pl. vil-y /‘vilas/, pl. /-la1/ 

Vilnius capital of Lithuania 
vil-ni-uhss /‘vilnias/, ['v‘ilinsus] 

* Established anglicization. 

Vimy Ridge First World War battle 
vee-mi /‘vi:mi/ 

vinaigrette salad dressing 
vin-uh-gret /,vino‘gret/ 


vindaloo | Visby 


vindaloo spicy curry 
vin-duh-loo /,vinda'lu:/ 
vin de paille dessert wine 
va(ng) duh py /,vé da ‘pat/ 
vin de pays French wine produced in a 
particular area 
va(ng) duh pay /,vé da pet/ 
vin de table French table wine 
va(ng) duh tahb-luh /,vé da ‘ta:bla/ 
vingt-et-un card game 
va(ng) tay oe(ng) /,véter ‘&/ 
vinho verde young Portuguese wine 
veen-yoh vair-di /,vi:njau 've:(r)di/ 
Vinnytsya city, Ukraine 
vee-nits-yuh /‘vi:nitsja/ 
vino Spanish or Italian wine 
vee-noh /‘vi:nau/ 
vino da tavola Italian table wine 
vee-noh duh tah-vol-uh /,vi:neu da 
‘ta:vola/ 
vin ordinaire cheap everyday wine 
va(ng) or-din-air /,vé ,0:(r)dr'ne:(r)/ 
Vinson Massif mountain range, 
Antarctica 
vin-suhn mass-eef /,vinsan ma'si:f/ 
vintner wine merchant 
vint-nuhr /‘vintna(r)/ 
vinyl synthetic resin 
vy-nuhl /‘vainal/ 
Viognier white wine grape 
vee-on-yay /vi:'pnjei/ 
viol musical instrument 
vy-uhl /‘vaial/ 
viola stringed instrument 
vi-oh-luh /vi'aula/ 
viola plant 
vy-uh-luh /‘varala/ 


This is also the pronunciation normally used 


for the girl's name Viola, e.g. the 
Shakespearean character. 


viola da braccio early musical 
instrument 
vi-oh-luh duh bratch-oh /vi,aule da 
‘bratsau/ 

viola da gamba bass viol 
vi-oh-luh duh gam-buh /vi,aula da 
‘gamba/ 

viola d’amore musical instrument 
vi-oh-luh dam-aw-ray /vi,eula 
da'ma:re1/ 

violoncello musical instrument 
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vy-uh-luhn-chel-oh /,varalan'tfelau/ 
violone early musical instrument 
vi-uh-loh-nay /via'leunet/ 
vipassana meditation 
vip-ass-uh-nuh /vr'pasana/ 
virago domineering woman 
virr-ah-goh /vr'ra:gau/ 
Virchow, Rudolf German pathologist 
roo-dolf feer-khoh /,ru:dolf ‘fia(r)¢au/ 
virelay short lyric poem 
virr-uh-lay /‘viralet/ 
virement accounting term 
vy-uhr-muhnt /'vaia(r)mant/ 
Commonly also veer-mo(ng), a more 
French-sounding pronunciation. 


vireo songbird 
virr-i-oh /‘viriau/ 

Virgil (also Vergil) Roman poet 
vur-jil /‘va:(r)d3il/ 

Virgo constellation 
vur-goh /'va:(r)gau/ 

virgo intacta woman who has never had 
sexual intercourse 
vur-goh in-tak-tuh /,va:(r)gau 
mm'takta/ 

virgule slash 
vur-gyool /'va:(r)gju:l/ 

virilization development of male 
physical characteristics 
virr-il-y-zay-shuhn /,virtlarzersan/ 

virino hypothetical infectious particle 
virr-ee-noh /vi'ri:neu/ 

virion form of a virus outside a host cell 
virr-i-on /‘virion/ 

virology study of viruses 
vy-rol-uh-ji /var'rvlad3i/ 

virtuoso pl. virtuosi highly skilled person 
vur-tyoo-oh-soh, pl. vur-tyoo-oh-si 
/,.va(r)tju'ausau/, pl. /-si/ 
© Standard -s plural is also possible. 

virulent severe 
virr-yuul-uhnt /'virjulent/ 

visage face 
viz-uhj /‘vized3/ 

Visakhapatnam port, India 
viss-ah-kuh-put-nuhm 
/v1,sa:ka'patnam/ 

vis-a-vis in relation to 
veez-uh-vee /,vi:za'vi:/ 

Visby port, Sweden 
veess-bue /'vi:sby:/ 
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viscacha rodent 
visk-atch-uh /vi'skatfa/ 

viscera (sing. viscus) internal organs 
viss-uh-ruh, sing. visk-uhss /‘visara/, 
sing. /'viskes/ 

viscid glutinous 
viss-id /'visid/ 

Visconti, Luchino Italian director 
luuk-ee-noh visk-on-ti /lu'ki:nau 
vis'konti/ 

viscose polymer fibre 
visk-ohz /‘viskauz/ 

viscosity stickiness 
visk-oss-it-i /vi'skositi/ 

viscount British nobleman 
vy-kownt /'vaikaont/ 

viscous sticky 
viss-kuhss /‘viskas/ 

Vishnu Hindu god 
vish-noo /‘vifnu:/ 

Visigoth ethnic group 
viz-i-goth /‘vizigp6/ 

Visking trademark seamless cellulose 
tubing 
visk-ing /'viskiy/ 

vis medicatrix naturae the body's 
natural ability to heal itself 
viss med-ik-ay-triks natch-uh-ry /,vis 
medi,keitriks 'natfarat/ 

visna disease of sheep 
viz-nuh /‘vizna/ 

visor part of a helmet 
vy-zuhr /‘vaiza(r)/ 

Vistula river, Poland 
vist-yuul-uh /‘vistjula/ 

vita curriculum vitae 
vee-tuh /'vi:te/ 

vitamin substance required by the body 
vit-uh-min /‘vitamin/ 


AM is usually vy-tuh-min. 


Vitellius, Aulus Roman emperor 
aw-luhss vit-el-i-uhss /,o:les vi'telias/ 


Classica] Latin pronunciation would be 
ow-luuss wit-el-i-uhss; see LATIN panel. 


vitellus yolk 
vit-el-uhss /vi'telas/ 
viticulture cultivation of grapevines 
vit-i-kul-chuhr /‘vitikaltfa(r)/ 
Viti Levu island, Fiji 
vee-ti lay-voo /,vi:ti ‘lervu:/ 


viscacha | vizier 


vitiligo skin condition 
vit-il-y-goh / vitr'laigau/ 

Vitoria city, Spain 
vit-awr-yuh /vr'ta:rjo/ 

Vitoria port, Brazil 
vit-aw-ri-uh /vr'to:rie/ 

vitreous like glass 
vit-ri-uhss /‘vitrios/ 

vitrine glass display case 
vit-reen /'vitrin/ 

vitriol bitter malice 
vit-ri-uhl /‘vitrial/ 

Vitruvius Roman architect and engineer 
vit-roo-vi-uhss /vi'tru:vias/ 

Vitsebsk city, Belarus 
veet-sebsk /‘vi:tsebsk/ 

vituperative bitter 
vi-choo-puh-ruh-tiv /vi'tJu:parativ/ 

Vitus, St Christian martyr 
vy-tuhss /‘vartas/ 

viva oral examination 
vy-vuh /‘varva/ 

viva ‘long live’ (Italian and Spanish) 
vee-vuh /'vi:va/ 

vivace lively 
viv-ah-chay /vi'va:tSer/ 

Vivaldi, Antonio Italian composer and 
violinist 
an-tohn-yoh viv-al-di /an,taunjau 
vi'valdi/ 

vivarium enclosure for keeping animals 
viv-air-i-uhm /vi've:riem/ 

viva voce oral rather than written 
vy-vuh voh-chay /,vatva 'vautfer/ 

Vivekananda, Swami Indian spiritual 
leader 
swah-mi viv-ay-kun-un-duh /,swa:mi 
viverka'nande/ 

vivers food 
vy-vuhrz /‘vatva(r)z/ 

viviparous bringing forth live young 
viv-ip-uh-ruhss /vt'viparas/ 

Viyella trademark fabric 
vy-el-uh /var'ela/ 

vizard disguise 
viz-uhrd /‘viza(r)d/ 

Vizetelly, Henry English publisher 
viz-uh-tel-i /,viza'teli/ 

vizier high official 
viz-eer /vr'zia(r)/ 


vizsla | volumetric 


vizsla breed of dog 
vizh-luh /‘vi3la/ 

Viaanderen see Flanders 

Vlach central European ethnic group 
vlakh /vlax/ 

Vladikavkaz capital of North Ossetia 
vluh-dik-uhf-kass /,vledikaf'kas/ 

Viadimir city, Russia 
vluh-dee-meer /vla'di:mia(r)/ 


This pronunciation is also more accurate for 
the Russian boy's name than the common 
anglicization vlad-im-eer. 


Vladivostok city, Russia 
viad-iv-ost-ok / vladi'vostpk/, 
[vledirva'stok] 

* Established anglicization. 

Viaminck, Maurice de French painter 
and writer 
morr-eess duh viam-a(ng)k /mp,ri:s 
da via'mék/ 

viast pl. vlasti political power 
viast, pl. vlast-i /vlast/, pl. /-ti/ 

vlei natural pool of water 
flay /fle1/ 

Vlissingen see Flushing 

Vloré port, Albania 
vlaw-ruh /‘vlo:re/ 

Vitava river, Czech Republic 
vuhl-tuh-vuh /'‘valtava/ 

vobla dried smoked roach 
vob-luh /'vobla/ 

vocalic relating to vowels 
voh-kal-ik /vau'kalik/ 

vocative grammatical term 
vok-uh-tiv /‘vokativ/ 

vocoder synthesizer 
voh-koh-duhr /vau'kauda(r)/ 
voe creek 
voh /vau/ 

voetsak ‘go away’ (Afrikaans) 
fuut-sak /‘futsak/ 

voila ‘there it is’ (French) 
vwa-lah /vwa'la:/ 

voile thin fabric 
voyl /varl/ 


Commonly also vwahl, a more 
French-sounding pronunciation. 


Vojvodina province, Serbia 
voy-vod-ee-nuh /‘vorvpdi:na/ 
Volans constellation 
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voh-luhnss /‘vaulans/ 
volant able to fly 
voh-luhnt /‘vavlent/ 
Volapiik artificial language 
vol-uh-pook /‘vola,pu:k/ 
vol-au-vent pastry canapé 
vol oh vo(ng) /'vpl au vb/ 
Voldemort, Lord fictional character in 
the Harry Potter books 
vol-duh-mort /‘voldema:(r)t/ 
volet panel of a triptych 
vol-ay /'voler/ 
Volga river, Russia 
vol-guh /‘volga/ 
Volgograd city, Russia 
vol-guh-grad /‘volgagrad/ 
volk people 
folk /folk/ 
Voélkerwanderung migration of 
peoples 
foel-kair-van-duh-ruung 
/‘foelke:(r), vandarun/ 
volkisch populist 
foel-kish /‘foelki/ 
Volkov, Ian Russian conductor 
il-an volk-uhf /1,lan ‘volkof/ 
Volodymyr Ukrainian archbishop 
vol-uh-dim-eer /vola'dimia(r)/ 
Vologda city, Russia 
vol-uhg-duh /‘vplagdo/ 
Volos port, Greece 
vol-oss /‘volns/ 
Volpone play by Ben Jonson 
vol-poh-nay /vol'pauner/ 
Volscian ancient ethnic group 
volsh-uhn /'volfan/ 
volt unit of electromotive force 
vohit /vault/ 


The pronunciation volt is also common. 


Volta, Alessandro Italian physicist 
al-ess-and-roh vol-tuh /ale'sandrav 
‘volta/ 

voltaic relating to electricity in a battery 
vol-tay-ik /vpl'terrk/ 

Voltaire French writer 
vol-tair /vol'te:(r)/ 

volte-face act of turning round 
volt fass /volt 'fas/ 

volumetric relating to the measurement 
of volume 
vol-yuum-et-rik /,vplju'metrik/ 
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voluminous very loose 
vuh-lyoo-min-uhss /va'lju:mmas/ 
voluptuary person devoted to luxury 
vuh-lup-choo-uh-ri /va‘laptSuari/ 
volute spiral scroll 
vuh-lyoot /va'lju:t/ 
volvulus pl. volvuli bowel twist 
vol-vyuul-uhss, pl. vol-vyoo-ly 
['volvjulas/, pl. /-la1/ 
Volzhsky city, Russia 
volzh-ski /‘vol3ski/ 
vomer small bone separating the nasal 
cavities 
voh-muhr /‘vauma(r)/ 
Vonnegut, Kurt American writer 
von-uh-guht /'vonagat/ 
von Recklinghausen’s disease 
hereditary illness 
fon rek-ling-how-zuhnz /fon 
‘'reklin, hauzenz/ 
Voortrekker an Afrikaner who migrated 
north 
foor-trek-uhr /‘fua(r),treka(r)/ 
Vorarlberg state, Austria 
fawr-arl-bairk /'fo:r,a:(r)lbe:(r)k/ 
Voronezh city, Russia 
vuh-ron-yuhzh /va'ronja3/ 
Vorstellung pl. Vorstellungen mental 
image 
for-shtel-uung, 
pl. for-shtel-uung-uhn /‘fo:(r),Stelon/, 
pl. /-lunan/ 
vortex pl. vortices whirling mass 
vor-teks, pl. vor-tiss-eez /'va:(r)teks/, 
pl. /-tisi:z/ 
* Standard -es plural is also possible. 
Vosges mountain system, France 


voluminous | vygie 


vohzh /vau3/ 

Vostok Soviet spacecraft 
vost-ok /‘vostok/ 

votary monk or nun 
voh-tuh-ri /‘vaotari/ 

voussoir stone used to construct an arch 
voo-swar /‘vu:swa:(r)/ 

Vouvray white wine 
voov-ray /‘vu:vrel/ 

vox humana organ stop 
voks hyoo-mah-nuh /,voks 
hju:'ma:na/ 

vox populi opinions of the majority 
voks pop-yoo-lee /,voks ‘pppjuli:/ 

voyeur watcher 
vwy-ur /vwar'a:(r)/ 

Vuillard, Edouard French painter 
ayd-war vwee-yar /,erdwa:(r) 
vwi:'ja:(r)/ 

Vuitton, Louis French fashion designer 
lwee vwee-to(ng) /,lwi: vwi:'td/ 
Various anglicizations may be heard with 
reference to his fashion label. 


Vukovar battle site, Croatia 
voo-kuh-var /‘vu:keva:(r)/ 

Vulgate Latin version of the Bible 
vul-gayt /‘valgert/ 

Vulpecula constellation 
vul-pek-yuul-uh /val'pekjula/ 

vulpine relating to foxes 
vul-pyn /'valpam/ 

Vyatka town and river, Russia 
vyaht-kuh /'vja:tka/ 

vygie flower 
fay-khi /‘ferxi/ 
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W 


Waal river, Netherlands 
vahl /va:l/ 
wabbit exhausted (Scottish) 
wab-it /‘wabit/ 
wadi valley 
wod-i /‘wodi/ 
Wadi Halfa town, Sudan 
wod-i hal-fuh / wodi ‘halfo/ 
* Established anglicization. 
Waffen SS combat units in Nazi 
Germany 
vaf-uhn /'vafan/ 
Wagga Wagga town, Australia 
wog-uh wog-uh /,wnga 'woga/ 
Wagner, Richard German composer 
rikh-art vahg-nuhr /,rica:(r)t 
‘va:gna(r)/ 
wagon-lit railway sleeping car 
vag-o(ng) lee /,vagb ‘li:/ 
Wahhabi (also Wahabi) Sunni 
Muslim sect 
wub-hah-bi /wa'ha:bi/ 
waiata Maori song 
wy-uh-tuh /‘watata/ 
Waikato river, New Zealand 
wy-kah-toh /war'ka:tau/ 
Waikiki beach, Hawaii 
wy-kik-ee /'wark1ki:/ 
wainscot wooden panelling on walls 
wayn-skuht /'weinskat/ 
Waitangi, Treaty of founding 
document of New Zealand 
wy-tang-i /war'tani/ 

Wajda, Andrzej Polish film director 
an-jay vy-duh / andger 'vaida/ 
wakame Japanese edible seaweed 

wak-am-ay /‘wakamei/ 
Wakhan salient corridor of land, 

Afghanistan 

wuh-kahn /we'ka:n/ 
wakizashi short Japanese sword 

wak-i-zash-i /,waki'zafi/ 
Waldenses puritan religious sect 

wol-den-seez /wol'densi:z/ 


Waldheim, Kurt Austrian statesman 
kuurt valt-hym / ko(r)t 'valtharm/ 

waldo remote-controlled device 
wawl-doh /‘wo:ldau/ 

Waldorf type of salad 
wawl-dorf /‘wo:ldo:(r)f/ 

Waldsterben death of forest trees 
valt-shtair-buhn /‘valt fte:(r)ban/ 

Waler breed of horse 
way-luhr /‘werla(r)/ 

Walesa, Lech Polish statesman 
lekh va-wa(ng)-suh / lex va'wésa/ 

wali governor 
wah-li /‘wa:li:/ 

Wallacea zoogeographical area 
wol-ay-si-uh /wo'letsia/ 

wallaroo kangaroo 
wol-uh-roo /,wole'ru:/ 

Wallasey town, England 
wol-uh-si /‘wolasi/ 

Wallenberg, Raoul Swedish diplomat 
rowl val-uhn-bairg /,ravl 
‘valenbe:(r)g/ 

Waller, Fats American jazz musician 
fats wol-uhr / fats '‘wola(r)/ 

Wallis and Futuna Islands islands, 
South Pacific 
wol-iss foo-too-nuh /'wolis fu:'tu:ne/ 

Walloon French-speaking Belgian 
wol-oon /wo'lu:n/ 

Walpole, Robert English statesman 
wawil-pohl /‘wo:lpaul/ 

Walpurgisnacht May Day's eve 
val-puur-giss-nakht 
/val'pua(r)gisnaxt/ 

Walras’ law economic law 
val-rahss /‘valra:s/ 

Walsall town, England 
wawlsawil /‘wo:lso:1/ 

Walsingham, Francis English 
politician 
wawl-sing-uhm /‘wo:lsijam/ 
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Walther, Johann Gotfried German 
composer 
yoh-han got-freet val-tuhr /javhan 
gotfri:t 'valta(r)/ 

Walvis Bay port, Namibia 
wawl-viss /‘wo:lvis/ 

Wampanoag member of a confederacy 
of American Indian peoples 
wahm-puh-noh-uhg /,wa:mpe'‘nevag/ 

wampum beads used as money 
wom-puhm /'wompem/ 

wan pale 
won /won/ 

Wanamaker, Sam American actor and 
director 
won-uh-may-kuhr /‘wonomerka(r)/ 


This pronunciation is also correct for his 
actress daughter, Zoé. 


Wanderjahr p!. Wanderjahre year 
spent travelling abroad 
van-duhr-yar, pl. van-duhr-yar-uh 
/'vanda(r)ja:(r)/, pl. /-ra/ 

wanderlust desire to travel 
won-duhr-lust /‘wonda(r)Last/ 


Sometimes also van-duhr-iuust, a more 


German-sounding pronunciation. 


Wanganui port, New Zealand 
wong-uh-noo-i /,wona'nu:i/ 

Wankel engine rotary 
internal-combustion engine 
wank-uhl /‘wankel/ 


Established anglicization. The surname of 
the engine’s German inventor is pronounced 
vank-uhl. 


Wannsee lake resort and location of a 
Nazi conference, Germany 
van-zay /'vanzet/ 

wapentake county subdivision 
wop-uhn-tayk /'‘wopanterk/ 

wapiti red deer 
wop-it-i /'wopiti/ 

wagf charitable endowment made by a 
Muslim 
wokf /wokf/ 

waratah Australian shrub 
worr-uh-tah /,worea'ta:/ 

Warbeck, Perkin Flemish claimant to 
the English throne 
pur-kin wor-bek /,pa:(r)km 
‘wo:(r)bek/ 

Warburg, Otto German biochemist 


Walther, Johann Gotfried | wavicle 


ot-oh var-buurk /,ptau ‘va:(r)burk/ 
Wardour Street used to allude to the 
British film industry 
wor-duhr /‘wo:(r)da(r)/ 
warfarin rat poison and drug 
wor-fub-rin /'wo:(r)farin/ 
Warhol, Andy American artist 
wor-hohl /'wo:(r)haul/ 
War'lpiri Australian Aboriginal language 
worl-pub-ri /‘wo:(r)lperi/ 
warmonger advocate of warfare 
wor-mung-guhr /‘wo:(r),manga(r)/ 
warrigal dingo dog 
worr-ig-uhl /‘worigal/ 
Warrington town, England 
worr-ing-tuhn /‘wormtan/ 
Warsaw capital of Poland 
wor-saw /‘wo:(r)so:/ 


Established anglicization. The Polish name 
is Warszawa, pronounced var-shav-uh, 


Warwick town, England 
worr-ik /‘wortk/ 

Warwick, Dionne American singer 
dee-on wor-wik / dion ‘wo:(r)wik/ 

wasabi Japanese paste 
wuh-sah-bi /wa'sa:bi/ 

wassail spiced ale or mulled wine 
woss-ayl /’wosell/ 

wat Buddhist monastery or temple 
wat /wat/ 

Waterloo battle site, Belgium 
waw-tuhr-loo /,wo:ta(r)'lu:/ 
Established anglicization. The French 


pronunciation is vat-air-loh [vaterlo], and 
the Flemish is wah-tuhr-loh ['wa:tarlo]. 


Watteau, Jean Antoine French 
painter 
zhah(ng) ah(ng)-twahn wot-oh /,34 
a,twa:n 'wotau/, [vato] 
* Established anglicization of surname. 
wattle building material 
wot-uhl /‘wotal/ 
Waugh, Auberon English writer 
aw-buh-ruhn waw /,a:beran 'wo:/ 
‘Waugh, Evelyn English novelist 
eev-lin waw /,i:vlin 'wo:/ 
wavicle entity having properties of both 
waves and particles 
way-vik-uhl /‘wervikel/ 


wayang {| Wenceslas 


wayang Javanese theatrical performance 
wah-yang /‘wa:jan/ 

Wayland the Smith legendary 
character 
way-luhnd /‘werlend/ 

wazir vizier 
wuh-zeer /we'zia(r)/ 

Weald district in south England 
weeld /wi:ld/ 

Weaver, Sigourney American actress 
sig-oor-ni /s1'gua(r)ni/ 

Weber, Carl Maria von German 
composer 
karl muh-ree-uh fon vay-buhr 
/,kax(r)l marisa fon 'verba(r)/ 

Weber, Wilhelm German physicist 
vil-helm vay-buhr /,vilhelm 'verba(r)/ 


The SI unit of magnetic flux is named after 
this scientist, and pronounced in the same 
way. 


Webern, Anton von Austrian 
composer 
an-ton fon vay-buhrn /,anton fon 
‘verba(r)n/ 

Weddell Sea arm of the Atlantic Ocean 
wed-uhl /‘wedal/ 

Wedekind, Frank German dramatist 
frank vay-duh-kint /,frank ‘verdokmt/ 

Wedgwood trademark English pottery 
wej-wuud /‘wed3wod/ 

Weejee pseudonym of American 
photographer Arthur Felig 
wee-jee /'wi:ji:/ 

Weelkes, Thomas English composer 
wilks /wilks/ 

Wegener, Alfred German 
meteorologist 
al-frayt vay-guh-nuhr /,alfreit 
‘veigana(r)/ 

Wehrmacht German armed forces 
vair-makht /‘ve:(r)maxt/ 

Wei Chinese dynasty 
way /wel/ 

wei ch’i Chinese board game 
way chee /wert 'tSi:/ ; 

Weidenfeld, George English publisher 
vy-duhn-felt /‘vaidanfelt/ 

Weifang city, China 
way-fang /,wer'fan/ 

Weil, Simone French essayist 
see-mon vay /si:,mon ‘vel/ 
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Weill, Kurt German composer 
koort vyl /ku(r)t ‘vatl/ 

Weil’s disease leptospirosis 
vylz /vatlz/ 

‘Weimar city, Germany 
vy-mar /‘vaima:(r)/ 

Weimaraner breed of dog 
vy-muh-rah-nuhr /‘varme,ra:na(r)/ 

Weinberg, Steven American physicist 
wyn-burg /‘wainba:(r)g/ 

Weinstein, Harvey American film 
producer 
wyn-steen /‘wainsti:n/ 

Weinstube pl. Weinstuben small 
German tavern 
vyn-shtoob-uh, pl. vyn-shtoob-uhn 
/'vain,Stu:ba/, pl. /-Stu:ban/ 

Weismann, August German biologist 
ow-guust vyss-man /,august 
‘vaisman/ 

Weissmuller, Johnny American 
swimmer and actor 
wyss-muul-uhr /‘wars,mula(r)/ 

Weisswurst German veal sausage 
vyss-voorst /‘vaisvua(r)st/ 

Weizmann, Chaim Russian-born 
Israeli statesman 
khym vyts-muhn /,xam ‘vaitsman/ 

welch fail to pay debts 
weltch /weltS/ 

welkin sky 
wel-kin /‘welkin/ 

Welkom town, South Africa 
vel-kuhm /'velkam/ 

Welles, Orson American film director 
or-suhn welz /,9:(r)san 'welz/ 

wellingtonia giant redwood tree 
wel-ing-toh-ni-uh /,welin'taunia/ 

wels fish 
velss /vels/ 

Weltanschauung pl. 
Weltanschauungen view of life 
velt-an-show-uung, 
pl. velt-an-show-uung-uhn 
/'velt,anfauon/, pl. /-onan/ 

Weltschmerz world-weariness 
velt-shmairts /‘velt, [me:(r)ts/ 

Welty, Eudora American writer 
yoo-daw-ruh wel-ti /‘welti/ 

Wenceslas king of Bohemia; also called 
Wenceslaus 
wen-suhss-lass /‘wensaslas/ 
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Welsh 


Welsh is one of the native languages of the UK, a Celtic language 
spoken mostly in Wales. The BBC broadcasts extensively in Welsh (see 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/cymru), and we usually consult native speakers 
working within the BBC to verify our recommendations. The pronunci- 
ation of Welsh is complicated by several factors, including the influence 
of English on some spellings and pronunciations and the considerable 
variation in pronunciation between different parts of Wales. Some 
broad guidelines are given here, but in practice we always check Welsh 
pronunciations with native speakers for acceptability. 


Stress 


Stress in Welsh generally falls on the penultimate syllable. If the final 
syllable is stressed, this is marked with an acute accent. 


Consonants 

Most consonants are pronounced as in English. 

CH is pronounced kh as in Scottish loch. 

DD is pronounced th as in there; Dafydd is pronounced dav-ith. 

F is usually pronounced v, and FF is pronounced f. 

LL is pronounced hl. To make this sound, position your tongue as if you 
are about to say an English L, then blow air around the sides. 


Vowels 

A circumflex indicates that a vowel is long, and a grave indicates that a 

vowel is short. However, these accents do not always appear. 
In our recommendations A is pronounced a if short, and ah if long. 

E is pronounced e, air, or ay. 

lis pronounced i or ee, or y as in yes when followed by a vowel, unless 
the I has a diaeresis (I), in which case it is i or ee despite the follow- 
ing vowel. 

O is pronounced 0 if short, oh if long, and U is pronounced i if short, ee 
if long. 

W, which is a vowel in Welsh, is pronounced uu or 00; Clwyd is pro- 
nounced kloo-id. 

’ Y, which is a vowel in Welsh, is pronounced u as in bun, i, or ee. This 
varies with regional accent as well as vowel length. When it appears 
on its own it is the Welsh word for the, and has an unstressed pro- 
nunciation uh. 

Diphthongs are usually sequences of their component parts. 


Wenceslaus | wholly 


Wenceslaus king of Bohemia; also 
called Wenceslas 
wen-suhss-lowss /‘wensaslaus/ 
Wenger, Arséne French football 
manager 
ar-sen veng-uhr /a:(r),sen ‘vena(r)/ 


Established anglicization for his surname. 
The French pronunciation is va(ng)-gair 
{véger]. 


Wensleydale cheese 
wenz-li-dayl /'wenzliderl/ 

Wenzhou city, China 
wen-joh /,wen'd3au/ 

werewolf person who changes into a 
wolf 
wair-wuulf /'we:(r)wolf/ 

Werner, Abraham German geologist 
ah-bruh-ham vair-nuhr /,a:braham 
‘vex(r)na(r)/ 

Werner, Alfred French-born Swiss 
chemist 
al-fruhd vair-nair / alfrad ve:(r)'ne:(r)/ 

Wernicke’s area region of the brain 
wur-nik-uhz /‘wa:(r)ntkaz/ 


Established anglicization. Discovered by 


German scientist Carl Wernicke, 
pronounced vair-nik-uh. 


Wertenbaker, Timberlake 
Basque-born playwright 
tim-buhr-layk wurt-uhn-bayk-uhr 
/,timba(r)letk wa:(r)tanberka(r)/ 

Wesak Buddhist festival; also called 
Vesak 
wess-ak /‘wesak/ 

Weser river, Germany 
vay-zuhr /'veiza(r)/ 

Wesker, Arnold English dramatist 
wesk-uhr /‘weska(r)/ 

Wesley, John English preacher 
wez-li /‘wezli/ 

‘West Bromwich town, England 
west brom-itch /,west 'bromitS/ 

West, KanYe American rap singer 
kahn-yay west / ka:njer ‘west/ 

Westmann Islands islands, Iceland 
vest-muhn /‘vestman/ 

Westmeath county, Republic of Ireland 
west-meeth /west'mi:6/ 

Westmorland former county, England 
west-muhr-luhnd /‘westma(r)land/ 

Weston-super-Mare town, England 
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west-uhn soo-puhr mair /,westan 
SU:pa(r) 'me:(r)/ 

Westphalia former province, Germany 
west-fay-li-uh /west'ferl1o/ 
Established anglicization. The German 


name is Westfalen, pronounced 
vest-fah-luhn. 


weta grasshopper-like insect 
wet-uh /‘weta/ 
Also the name of a New Zealand film effects 


company, particularly noted for their work 
on the Lord of the Rings trilogy. 


Weyden, Rogier van der Flemish 
painter 
rokh-eer vun duhr vy-duhn /rv,xia(r) 
van da(r) ‘vaidan/, Dutch [ro,yi:r van 
dar ‘veiden] 
@ See DUTCH panel. 

Weymouth port, England 
way-muhth /‘wermaé/ 

whanau Maori extended family or 
community 
fah-now /'fa:nau/ 

Whangarei port, New Zealand 
fong-uh-ray /‘foneret/ 

wharfinger keeper of a wharf 
wor-fin-juhr /‘wo:(r)findga(r)/ 

Wharton, Edith American writer 
wor-tuhn /'wo:(r)tan/ 

whaup curlew 
wawp /wo:p/ 

Wheatstone, Charles English physicist 
weet-stuhn /‘wi:tstan/ 

wheesht interjection used to demand 
silence (Scottish) 
weesht /wi:St/ 

whinchat songbird 
win-chat /‘wintfat/ 

whippoorwill nightjar 
wip-puhr-wil /‘wrpa(r)w1l/ 

Whitlam, Gough Australian statesman 
gof wit-luhm /,gof ‘witlam/ 

Whitsuntide part of the church 
calendar 
wit-suhn-tyd /‘witsantaid/ 

whoa command to a horse to make it 
stop or slow down 
woh /wau/ 

wholly entirely 
hohl-li /‘haoli/ 
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Commonly pronounced in this way, with a 
long or double J, to avoid confusion with 
holy. 


whooping cough disease 
hoo-ping /‘hu:pm/ 

whoreson unpleasant or disliked person 
hor-suhn /‘ho:(r)san/ 

whorl turn in the shell of a gastropod or 
molluse 
worl /wo:l/ 

Whyalla town, Australia 
wy-al-uh /war'ala/ 

whydah weaver bird 
wid-uh /‘wido/ 

Whymper, Edward English 
mountaineer 
wimp-uhr /‘wimypa(r)/ 

Wicca religious cult of modern 
witchcraft 
wik-uh /‘wiko/ 

Wichita city, US 
witch-it-aw /‘witfito:/ 

wickiup American Indian hut 
wik-i-up /‘wikiap/ 

Wicklow county, Republic of Ireland 
wik-loh /‘wiklau/ 

Wickremesinghe, Ranil Sri Lankan 
prime minister 
run-il wik-ruh-muh-sing-huh /,ranil 
wikrame'sinha/ 

widdershins anticlockwise 
wid-uhr-shinz /‘wida(r)Smz/ 

widget small device 
wij-uht /'wid3at/ 

Widnes town, England 
wid-nuhss /‘widnas/ 

Wien see Vienna 

wiener sausage 
wee-nuhr /'wina(r)/ 


Wiener means ‘Viennese’ in German; a less 
anglicized pronunciation veen-uhr is usual 
in phrases such as ‘Wiener schnitzel’ and 
“Wiener waltz’. 


Wiesbaden city, Germany 
veess-bah-duhn /‘vi:sba:dan/ 

Wiesel, Elie Romanian-born American 
human rights campaigner 
el-i vee-sel / <li vi:'sel/ 

Wiesenthal, Simon Austrian Jewish 
investigator of Nazi war crimes 
zee-mon vee-zuhn-tahl /.zcmon 


whooping cough | Winnebago 


‘vizzanta:l/ 


The Simon Wiesenthal centres in the US 
usually anglicize the first name to sy-muhn. 


Wigan town, England 
wig-uhn /‘wigen/ 
Wilberforce, William English 
politician 
wil-buhr-forss /‘wilba(r)fo:(r)s/ 
wildebeest mammal 
wil-duh-beest /‘wildeabi:st/ 
Wilder, Billy Austrian-born American 
film director 
wyl-duhr /'wailda(r)/ 
Wilder, Thornton American writer 
wyl-duhr /‘warlda(r)/ 
Wilhelm former emperor of Germany 
vil-helm /‘vilhelm/ 
Wilhelmina former queen of the 
Netherlands 
wil-hel-mee-nuh / wilhel'mi:na/ 
Wilhelmshaven port, Germany 
vil-helmz-hah-vuhn 
/‘vilhelmz,ha:van/ 
Wilkes Land region of Antarctica 
wilks /wilks/ 
Willemstad capital of the Netherlands 
Antilles 
wil-uhm-staht /‘wilamsta:t/ 
William of Occam see Occam 
wily skilled at gaining an advantage 
wy-li /'watli/ 
Wimereux town, France 
vee-muh-roe /‘vi:marce/ 
winceyette fabric 
win-si-et /,wisi'et/ 
Winchester city, England 
win-chuh-stuhr /‘wintfasta(r)/ 
Winckelmann, Johann German 
archaeologist 
yoh-han vink-uhl-man /,javhan 
‘vinkalman/ 
Windermere lake, England 
wind-uhr-meer /‘winda(r)m1a(r)/ 
Windhoek capital of Namibia 
vint-huuk /‘vinthok/ 
windigo cannibalistic giant 
wind-ig-oh /‘windigau/ 
wing chun simplified form of kung fu 
wing chuun /wiy 'tfon/ 
Winnebago American Indian ethnic 
group 
win-uh-bay-goh /,wine'beigau/ 


Winnipeg | wonga 


Winnipeg city, Canada 
win-ip-eg /‘winipeg/ 

Winterhalter, Franz German painter 
frants vint-uhr-halt-uhr /frants 
‘vinta(r), halta(r)/ 

Winterthur town, Switzerland 
vint-uhr-toor /‘vinta(r),tua(r)/ 

Wirral peninsula, England 
wirr-uhl /‘wiral/ 

Wirtschaftswunder economic miracle 
veert-shafts-vuund-uhr 
/‘via(r)tfafts, vonda(r)/ 

Wirtshaus p|. Wirtshauser inn in a 
German-speaking country 
veerts-howss, pl. veerts-hoyz-uhr 
/‘via(r)tshaus/, pl. /-ho1za(r)/ 

Wisbech town, England 
wiz-beech /‘wizbi:tS/ 

Wisconsin state, US 
wiss-kon-sin /wis'konsin/ 

Wisden, John English cricketer 
wiz-duhn /‘wizdan/ 

wiseacre person with an affectation of 
knowledge 
wyz-ayk-uhr /'warzerka(r)/ 

wisent bison 
wee-zuhnt /‘wi:zant/ 

Wissenschaft pursuit of knowledge 
viss-uhn-shaft /‘visanfaft/ 

wisteria climbing shrub 
wist-eer-i-uh /wr'stiaria/ 

witchetty large beetle larva 
witch-uh-ti /‘witfati/ 

witenagemot Anglo-Saxon council 
wit-uhn-uh-guh-moht 
/‘witenege,maut/ 

withal in addition 
with-awl /wr'do:1/ 

withy willow branch 
with-i /‘w1di/ 

Wittenberg town, Germany 
vit-uhn-bairk /‘vitanbe:(r)k/ 

Wittgenstein, Ludwig 
Austrian-British philosopher 
loot-vikh vit-guhn-shtyn /lu:tvic 
‘vitganftain/ : 

Witwatersrand region, South Africa 
vit-vah-tuhrz-rant /vit'va:ta(r)z,rant/ 


Less commonly also wit-waw-tuhrz-rand. 


wizened shrivelled with age 
wiz-uhnd /‘wizand/ 
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Wladyslaw former king of Poland 
vwad-iss-waf /vwad'iswaf/ 

wobbegong carpet shark 
wob-uh-gong /‘wobagnn/ 

Wodehouse, P. G. English writer 
wuud-howss /‘wodhaus/ 

Woden Norse god; also called Odin or 
Wotan 
woh-duhn /‘wauden/ 

woebegone sad in appearance 
woh-buh-gon /‘waubagnn/ 

Wohler, Friedrich German chemist 
freet-rikh voe-luhr / fri:tric 'va:la(r)/ 

Woking town, England 
woh-king /‘waokin/ 

wold piece of high uncultivated land 
wohld /wavld/ 

Wolf, Hugo Austrian composer 
hoo-goh volf /,hu:geu 'volf/ 

Wolfenden Report landmark study in 
gay rights 
wuulf-uhn-duhn /‘wulfendan/ 

wolfram tungsten 
wuul-fruhm /'wolfram/ 

Wolfsburg city, Germany 
volfs-buurk /‘volfsbu(r)k/ 

Wolfson, Isaac Scottish philanthropist 
wuulf-suhn /‘wulfsan/ 

Wollaston, William English chemist 
wuul-uh-stuhn /‘wolestan/ 

Wollongong city, Australia 
wuul-uhn-gong /‘wolengnn/ 

Wollstonecraft, Mary English writer 
wuul-stuhn-krahft /‘wolstan, kra:ft/ 

Wolsey, Thomas English churchman 
wuul-zi /‘wulzi/ 

Wolverhampton city, England 
wuul-vuhr-hamp-tuhn 
/,wolva(r)‘hampten/ 

wolverine carnivorous mammal 
wuul-vuh-reen /‘wolvari:n/ 

woma python 
woh-muh /‘wauma/ 

women plural of woman 
wim-in /‘wimm/ 


The spelling womyn, favoured by some 
feminists, is pronounced in the same way. 


won currency unit, Korea 
won /won/ 

wonga money 
wong-guh /‘woyga/ 
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wont customary behaviour 
wohnt /waont/ 

wonton Chinese dumpling 
won-ton /won'ton/ 

Woolf, Virginia English writer 
wuulf /wolf/ 

Woomera town, Australia 
woo-muh-ruh /‘wu:mara/ 

woonerf p|. woonerven road in which 
devices for slowing traffic have been 
installed 
voo-nurf, pl. voo-nurv-uhn 
/'vune:(r)f/, pl. /-a:(r)van/ 

Woop Woop humorous name for a 
hypothetical remote Australian town 
wuup wuup /'wop wup/ 

Worcester city, England 
wuust-uhr /‘wusta(r)/ 

Worms town, Germany 
vormss /vo(r)ms/ 


Sometimes also anglicized to wurmz, 
especially in historical reference to Luther’s 
Diet. 
worsted yarn 
wuust-id /'wustid/ 
wort herb 
wurt /wa:(r)t/ 
Wotan Norse god; also called Woden or 
Odin 
woh-tahn /‘wauta:n/ 
wraith ghost 
rayth /re16/ 
Wrangel island, Russia 
rang-guhl /‘rangel/ 
wrasse fish 
rass /ras/ 
wrath fury 
roth /rp6/ 
Wrath, Cape headland, Scotland 
kayp rahth /kerp ‘ra:6/ 


Although Wrath can also be pronounced 
roth (see above), we recommend this 
Scottish pronunciation for the place name. 


Wrexham town, Wales 
reks-uhm /'reksom/ 
writhe squirm 
ryth /ra1d/ 
Wroclaw city, Poland 
vrot-swaf /‘vrptswaf/ 
Wuhan port, China 
woo-khan / wu:'xan/ 


wont | wyvern 


Wulfila Gothic bishop and Bible 
translator; also called Ulfilas 
wuul-fil-uh /‘wulfile/ 

wunderkind person who achieves great 
success when relatively young 
vuun-duhr-kint /‘vonde(r)kint/ 

Wundt, Wilhelm German psychologist 
vil-heim vuunt /,vilhelm ‘vunt/ 

‘Wuppertal city, Germany 
vuup-uhr-tahl /‘vupa(r)ta:]/ 

Wurlitzer trademark musical instrument 
wur-lit-suhr /‘wa:(r)litsa(r)/ 

wurst German sausage 
voorst /vua(r)st/ 

Commonly also anglicized to vurst or wurst. 


Wiirzburg city, Germany 
vuerts-boork /‘vy(r)tsbue(r)k/ 

wushu Chinese martial arts 
woo-shoo /wu:'fu:/ 

wuss weak person 
wuuss /wus/ 

Wuxi city, China 
woo-shee /,wu:'fi:/ 

wuxia Chinese martial arts film genre 
woo shi-ah /,wu:Ji'a:/ 

Wyatt, Thomas English poet 
wy-uht /'warat/ 

Wycherley, William English dramatist 
witch-uhr-li /‘witfa(r)li/ 

Wyclif, John (also Wycliffe) English 
religious reformer 
wik-lif /'wrklif/ 

Wykehamist member of Winchester 
College 
wik-uh-mist /‘wikemist/ 

wynd narrow street 
wynd /waind/ 

Wyndham, John English writer 
wind-uhm /‘windam/ 

Wynette, Tammy American singer 
win-et /wi'net/ 

Wyoming state, US 
wy-oh-ming /wareomin/ 

WYSIWYG What You See Is What You 
Get 
wiz-i-wig /‘wiziwig/ 

wyvern heraldic dragon 
wy-vuhrn /‘watva(r)n/ 
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xX 


Xai-Xai port, Mozambique 
shy-shy /‘Sar,fat/ 
Xanadu idealized place 
zan-uh-doo /‘zanadu:/ 
Xanax trademark drug 
zan-aks /‘zanaks/ 
Xankiindi capital of Nagorno-Karabakh 
khahn-kuhn-dee / xa:nkan‘di:/ 
Xanten town, Germany 
ksan-tuhn /‘Ksanten/ 
Xanthe girl’s name 
zan-thi /'zan0i/ 
Xanthippe Socrates’ wife 
zan-tip-i /zan‘tipi/ 
Xanthus ancient city, Asia Minor 
zan-thuhss /'zan@es/ 
Xavier, St Francis Spanish Catholic 
missionary 
zayv-yuhr /‘zervja(r)/, [xa'Bjer] 


This is also the usual pronunciation for the 


British boy’s name. 


xebec (also zebec) three-masted ship 


zee-bek /'zi:bek/ 
Xenakis, Iannis Greek-French 
composer and architect 
yan-iss ksen-ak-iss / janis kse'nakis/ 
Xenia city, US 
zeen-yuh /‘zi:njo/ 
xenon chemical element 
zee-non /‘zi:non/ 
Xenophanes Greek philosopher 
zen-of-uh-neez /ze'npfani:z/ 
xenophobia hatred of strangers 
zen-uh-foh-bi-uh /,zena'faubia/ 
Xenophon Greek historian 
zen-uh-fuhn /'zenafan/ 
Xenopus kind of toad, formerly used in 
pregnancy testing 
zen-uh-puhss /‘zenapas/ 
Xenovea trademark biotech company 
zuh-noh-vuh /za'nauva/ 
xeroderma dryness of the skin 
zeer-oh-dur-muh / z1erau'de:(r)ma/ 
Xerox trademark photocopy 
zeer-oks /‘ziarpks/ 


Xerxes Persian king 
zurk-seez /'za:(r)ksi:z/ 


There is an opera by Handel of the same 
name, which is spelled and pronounced 
either in this way or in Italian as Serse, 
pronounced sair-say. 


Xhosa South African ethnic group and 
language 
kaw-suh /'ko:sa/ 
© Established anglicization. See cuicks 
panel. 

xi letter of the Greek alphabet 
ksy /ksa1/ 

Xiamen port, China 
shyah-muhn /,Sja:'mon/ 

Xian (also Xi’an) city, China 
shee-an /,fi:'an/ 

xiao musical instrument 
shyow /fSjau/ 

Xingtai city, China 
shing-ty /,Jin'tat/ 

Xingu river, South America 
shin-goo /Sin'gu:/ 

Xinhua Chinese press agency 
shin-khwah / Sin'xwa:/ 

Xining city, China 
shee-ning / fi:nin/ 

Xinjiang autonomous region, China 
shin-ji-ang /,Jingi'an/ 

xiphoid sword-shaped 
zif-oyd /‘zifo1d/ 

Xmas Christmas 
kriss-muhss /‘krismas/ 


Less commonly also eks-muhss. 


Xochimilco lake, Mexico 
sotch-i-meel-koh / svtfi'mi:lkav/ 

Xochipilli Aztec god 
sotch-i-pee-li / sotfi'pi:li/ 

x66mij type of Mongolian singing 
khoe-mee /'xo:mi:/ 

Xsara trademark model of Citroén car 
zah-ruh /'za:ra/ 

Xuzhou city, China 
shoo-joh / Ju:'d3au/ 

xylem plant tissue 
zy-luhm /‘zatlam/ 
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Y 


yacht sailing boat 
yot /jot/ 

Yad Vashem holocaust memorial 
yad vash-em /,jad va'Sem/ 

Yahweh god 
yah-way /‘ja:we1/ 

Yajur Veda Hindu text 
yuj-oor vay-duh /,jadgua(r) 'verda/ 

yakitori Japanese dish 
yak-i-taw-ri / jaki'ta:ri/ 

Yakutia autonomous republic, Russia 
yak-oo-ti-uh /ja'ku:tia/ 

Yakutsk capital of Yakutia 
yak-ootsk /ja’ku:tsk/ 

yakuza Japanese criminal organization 
yuh-koo-zuh /ja'ku:za/ 

y’all ‘you all’ 
yawl /ja:1/ 

Yalta port, Ukraine 
yal-tuh /‘jalta/ 

Yalu river, Asia 
yah-loo /‘ja:lu:/ 

Yama Hindu god 
yum-uh /'jama/ 

Yamamoto, Yohji Japanese fashion 
designer 
yoh-ji yam-uh-moh-toh /‘jaud3i 
Jjama'maotau/ 

Yamoussoukro capital of Céte d'Ivoire 
yam-oo-sook-roh /,jamu:'su:krau/ 

yangqin musical instrument 
yang-chin /jan'tfin/ 

Yangtze (also Yangtse) river, China 
yang-tsi /‘jan,tsi/ 


Established anglicization. The Chinese 
name is Chang Jiang, pronounced 
_ approximately chang ji-ang. 


Yanomami American Indian ethnic 
group 
yan-uh-mah-mi /‘jana,ma:mi/ 
Yantai port, China 
yan-ty /jan'tar/ 
Yao Chinese ethnic group 
yow /jau/ 


Yaoundé capital of Cameroon 
yah-uun-day /ja:'under/ 

Yaqui American Indian ethnic group 
yak-i /‘jaki/ 

yarmulke (also yarmulka) skullcap 
yar-muul-kuh /‘ja:(7)mulka/ 

Yarmouth town, England 
yar-muhth /‘ja:(r)ma0/ 

Yaroslavl port, Russia 
yah-ruh-slah-vuhl /‘ja:ras,la:val/ 

Yashere, Gina British comedian 
yash-eer /ja'fiar/ 

yashmak veil 
yash-mak /'jaJmak/ 

Yawar, Ghazi al- Iraqi politician 
gah-zi uhl yah-wuhr /,ga:zi al 
‘ja:wa(r)/ 
© See ARABIC panel. 

yclept by the name of 
ik-lept /1'klept/ 

Yeager, Chuck American pilot 
yay-guhr /‘jeiga(r)/ 

Yeats, W. B. Irish poet 
yayts /jeits/ 

Yekaterinburg see Ekaterinburg 
Yeltsin, Boris Russian statesman 
borr-iss yelt-sin /,boris 'jeltsin/ 

Established anglicization. 

Yemen country 
yem-uhn /‘jeman/ 

Yenisei (also Enisey) river, Asia 
yen-iss-ay /,jenr'set/ 

yeoman freeholder 
yoh-muhn /'‘jasmen/ 

yerba buena herb 
yair-buh bway-nuh / je:(r)ba 'bwema/ 

Yerevan (also Erevan) capital of 
Armenia 
yerr-iv-an / jerr'van/ 

yeshiva Jewish college 
yuh-shee-vuh /ja'fi:va/ 

yeti legendary creature 
yet-i /‘jeti/ 


Yevtushenko, Yevgeni | Yvelines 


Yevtushenko, Yevgeni Russian poet 
yuhv-gay-ni yef-tuush-enk-oh 
/jev'gemi jeftu' Jenkau/ 

Yggdrasil Nordic mythological tree 
ig-druh-sil /'igdrasil/ 

Yichun city, China 
yee-chuun / ji'tfun/ 

Yinchuan capital of Ningxia 
yin-chwan /,jin'tfwan/ 

Yizkor Jewish memorial service 
yiz-kuhr /‘jizka(r)/ 

ylang-ylang perfume 
ee-lang ee-lang /,i:lan ‘i:lan/ 

ylem primordial matter 
ee-lem /‘i:lem/ 

Ymir (also Ymer) mythological giant 
ee-muhr /‘i:zma(r)/ 

yngling small sailing boat 
ing-ling /‘lm/ 

Based on the Norwegian word for 
‘youngster’, which is pronounced ueng-ling. 


Ynys M6n Welsh name for Anglesey 
un-iss mawn /,anrs ‘mo:n/ 

yodel form of singing 
yoh-duhl /‘jaudal/ 

yogh Middle English letter 
yog /ing/ 

yogurt (also yoghurt) dairy food 
yog-uhrt /‘jnga(r)t/ 
AM is usually yoh-guhrt. 


Yogyakarta (also Jogjakarta) city, 
Indonesia 
yog-yuh-kar-tuh /jogjo'ka:(r)ta/ 
Yokohama port, Japan 
yoh-koh-hah-muh /,jaukav'ha:ma/ 
Yom Kippur Jewish festival 
yom kip-oor /,jom ki'pua(r)/ 
Yomiuri Japanese newspaper 
yom-i-oor-i /,jomi'vari/ 
Yonge Street longest street in the world, 
Toronto 
yung /jan/ 
yoni vulva 
yoh-ni /‘jouni/ 
Yoruba Nigerian ethnic group and 
language 
yorr-uub-uh /‘joruba/ 
Yorvik see Jorvik 
Yosemite national park, US 
yoh-sem-it-i /jav'semiti/ 
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Yoshkar-Ola capita! of Mari E), Russia 
yosh-kar uh-lah /jof,ka:r a‘la:/ 

Youghal town, Republic of Ireland 
yawl /ja:}/ 

Yourcenar, Marguerite French writer 
mar-guh-reet yoor-suh-nar 
/ma:(r)ga,ri:t jua(r)sa'na:(r)/ 

youse (also yous) ‘you, usually plural 
yooz /ju:z/ 

Ypres town, Belgium 
eep-ruh /‘i:pra/, French /ipr/ 


A jocular pronunciation wy-puhrz was also 
used during the First World War. 


Yr Wyddfa Welsh name for Mount 
Snowdon 
uhr with-vuh /ar ‘widvo/ 

Yseult see Iseult 

Ystad city, Sweden 
ue-stahd /‘y:sta:d/ 

ytterbium chemical element 
it-ur-bi-uhm /i'ta:(r)ybiam/ 

yttrium chemical element 
it-ri-uhm /‘1triam/ 

yuan currency unit, China 
yuu-an /ju'an/ 

Yucatan state, Mexico 
yuuk-uh-tahn /juke'ta:n/ 

yucca plant 
yuk-uh /‘jako/ 

Yudhoyono, Susilo Bambang 
Indonesian president 
soo-see-loh bam-bang 
yoo-doh-yoh-noh /su:,si:leu ,bambay 
Jju:dau'jaonau/ 

yukata cotton kimono 
yuuk-at-uh /‘jukata/ 

* See JAPANESE panel. 

Yukon river, US 
yoo-kon /‘ju:kon/ 

Yunnan province, China 
yoo-nan /ju:'nan/, [,jyn'nan] 

* Established anglicization. 

yurt circular tent 
yurt /ja:(r)t/ 

Yushchenko, Viktor Ukrainian 
president 
veek-tor yoosh-chen-koh /,vi:kta:(r) 
‘ju:ftfenkau/ 


Commonly also yoo-shen-koh, because of 
variable treatment of -sheh- in Ukrainian 
and Russian. 


Yvelines department, France 
eev-leen /i:v'li:n/ 
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Z, 


Z letter of the alphabet 
zed /zed/ 


AM is zee. 


zabaglione Italian dessert 
zab-al-yoh-ni /,zaba'ljauni/ 

Zabrze city, Poland 
zab-zhuh /'zab3e/ 

Zacapa town, Guatemala 
sak-ap-uh /sa'kapo/ 

Zacatecas state, Mexico 
sak-at-ay-kass / saka'teikas/ 

Zadig novel by Voltaire 
zad-eeg /za'di:g/ 

Zadok the Priest anthem by Handel 
zay-dok /‘ze1dpk/ 

zaftig curvaceous 
zaf-tig /‘zaftig/ 

Zagazig city, Egypt 
zag-uh-zig /‘zagazig/ 

Zagreb capital of Croatia 
zah-greb /‘za:greb/, (‘zagreb] 

* Established anglicization. 

Zagros mountains, Iran 
zag-ross /‘zagrvs/ 

Zaire (also Zaire) former country, now 
called Democratic Republic of Congo 
zy-eer /zar'ta(r)/ 

zakat Islamic payment 
zuh-kaht /za‘ka:t/ 

Zakayev, Akhmed Chechen statesman 
ahkh-med zak-y-uhf /a:x,med 
zak'ataf/ 

Zakinthos (also Zakynthos) island, 
Greece 
zak-in-thoss /'zakm6@ps/ 

Zakopane town, Poland 

- zak-op-an-ay /,zako'panet/ 

Zambezi river, Africa 
zam-bee-zi /zam‘bi:zi/ 

Zambia country, Africa 
zam-bi-uh /‘zambia/ 

Zamboanga port, Philippines 
zam-boh-ang-guh /,zambau'anga/ 

Zamoésé city, Poland 


zam-oshch /‘zampftS/ 
Zante island, Greece 
zan-ti /‘zanti/ 
Zanu-PF Zimbabwean political party 
zah-noo pee ef /‘za:nu: pi: ef/ 
Zanzibar island, Africa 
zan-zib-ar /'zanz1,ba:(r)/ 
Zaozhuang city, China 
zow-jwang /,zav'd3wan/ 
Zapata, Emiliano Mexican 
revolutionary 
em-eel-yan-oh sap-at-uh /emi:],janau 
sa'pata/ 
A Zapatista, pronounced sap-at-eess-tuh, is 
a supporter of Zapata or his ideas. 


Zapatero, José Luis Rodrigues 
Spanish prime minister 
khoss-ay lweess roth-ree-gess 
thap-at-air-oh /xp,set lwi:s rndé,ri:ges 
6apa'te:rau/ 

Zaporizhzhya city, Ukraine 
zap-orr-izh-yuh /,zapp'r13jo/ 

Zapruder film footage of John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination 
zuh-proo-duhr /za'pru:da(r)/ 

Zaragoza city, Spain 
tharr-ag-oh-thuh /,6ara'gau8a/ 
Saragossa, pronounced sarr-uh-goss-uh, is 


a former established anglicization, but is 
now dated. 


Zarathustra Persian prophet; also called 
Zoroaster 
zarr-uh-thoost-ruh / zara‘6u:stra/ 
Zaria city, Nigeria 
zar-i-uh /‘za:ria/ 
Zarqa city, Jordan 
zar-kuh /‘za:(r)ka/ 
Zarqawi, Abu Musab al- Jordanian 
terrorist 
ab-oo muuss-ab uh-zuhr-kah-wi 
/,abu: mu,sab aza(r)'ka:wi/ 
The al- assimilates to the consonant which 
follows; see ARABIC panel. 


zarzuela | Zidane, Zinédine 


zarzuela Spanish musical comedy 
thar-thway-luh /6a:(r)'6we1la/ 

Zatopek, Emil Czech runner 
em-il zah-top-ek /,em1l 'za:topek/ 

Zawahiri, Ayman al- Egyptian 
terrorist 
y-muhn uh-zuh-wah-hirr-i /,arman 
aza'warhiri/ 

Zealand island, Denmark 
zee-luhnd /'zi:land/ 

zealot fanatic 
zel-uht /‘zelot/ 

zealous fanatical 
zel-uhss /‘zelas/ 

zebec see xebec 

zebra striped animal 
zeb-ruh /‘zebra/ 


The AM pronunciation zee-bruh also used 
to be the preferred BR pronunciation. 


Zebulun (also Zebulon) Hebrew 
patriarch 
zeb-yuul-uhn /‘zebjulen/ 

Zechariah Hebrew prophet 
zek-uh-ry-uh /,zeka'rata/ 

Zedekiah biblical character 
zed-uh-ky-uh / zeda'kata/ 

Zeebrugge port, Belgium 
zay-bruug-uh /zer‘bruga/, Flemish 
['ze: bryxa] 

* Established anglicization. 

Zeeland province, Netherlands 
zay-luhnt /‘zerlant/ 

Zeffirelli, Franco Italian film director 
fran-koh dzef-irr-el-i / frankeu 
dzefi'reli/ 

Zehetmair, Thomas Austrian violinist 
toh-mass tsay-uht-myr /,tasmas 
‘tserotmarr/ 

zeitgeist spirit of the times 
tsyt-gyst /‘tsaitgaist/ 


Commonly also zyt-gyst. 


Zell am See town, Austria 
tsel am Zay /‘tsel am ‘ze1/ 

Zellweger, Renée American actress 
ruh-nay zel-weg-uhr /ra‘ner 
‘zelwega(r)/ 

Zemekis, Robert American film 
director 
zuh-mek-iss /za'mekis/ 

Zener cards cards used in 
parapsychology experiments 
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zee-nuhr /'zi:na(r)/ 
zenith highest point 
zen-ith /'zen16/ 
Zeno Greek philosopher 
zee-noh /'zi:nau/ 
Zenobia ancient queen of Palmyra 
zen-oh-bi-uh /ze’neubie/ 
Zephaniah Hebrew prophet 
zef-uh-ny-uh /,zefa'nata/ 
zephyr gentle breeze 
zef-uhr /‘zefa(r)/ 
Zeppelin German airship 
zep-lin /'zeplin/, [‘tsepali:n] 
Zermatt town, Switzerland 
zur-mat /'za:(r)mat/, German 
[tsee'mat] 
© Established anglicization. 
Zeta letter of the Greek alphabet 
zee-tuh /‘zi:ta/ 
Zetec trademark model of Ford car 
zee-tek /‘zi:tek/ 
zetetic proceeding by inquiry 
zuh-tet-ik /za'tetik/ 
zeugma figure of speech 
zyoog-muh /'zju:gma/ 
Zeus Greek god 
zyooss /zju:s/ 
Zhejiang province, China 
juh-ji-ang /,d3ad3i'an/ 
Zhengzhou city, China 
jung-joh /,d3an'd300/ 
Zhivago, Dr see Doctor Zhivago 
zho see dzo 
Zhongshan city, China 
jong-shan /d3pn'fan/ 
Zhou Enlai Chinese statesman 
joh uhn-ly /,d3a0 an‘lat/ 
Zhvania, Zurab Georgian politician 
z00-rab zhvan-i-uh /'zu:rab ‘3vania/ 
Zhytomyr city, Ukraine 
zhit-om-eer /31'tomia(r)/ 
Zia ul-Haq, Muhammad Pakistani 
statesman 
moh-ham-uhd zee-uh uul huk 
/mau,hamad ,zi:a ul ‘hak/ 
Zidane, Zinédine French footballer 
zee-nay-deen zee-dan /zi:neid,iin 
zi:‘dan{ 
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Ziegfeld, Florenz American theatre 
manager 
florr-uhnz zeeg-feld / floranz 
"zi:gfeld/ 

Zielona Gora city, Poland 
zhel-on-uh goo-ruh /3¢,lpna ‘gu:re/ 

ziggurat a rectangular stepped tower 
zig-uh-rat /'zigarat/ 

Zildjian cymbal and percussion 
company 
zil-juhn /‘z1ld3en/ 

Zimbabwe country 
zim-bahb-wi /zmm'ba:bwi/ 


Ziegfeld, Florenz | zum Beispiel 


customs union 

tsol-fuh-ryn /‘tsvlfa,rain/ 
zoology study of animals 

zoo-ol-uh-ji /zu:'vlad3i/ 


Less commonly also zoh-ol-uh-ji. 


zoomorphic in animal form 
zoh-oh-mor-fik /,zave0'ms:(r)f1k/ 


The zoo- prefix can also be pronounced 
zoh-uh-, Z00-oh-, zoo-uh-, or Zoo-. 


zori Japanese flip-flop shoe 
Zaw-ri /‘zo:ri/ 


Established anglicization; less commonly 
also zim-bahb-way. 


Zoroaster Persian prophet; also called 
Zarathustra 


Zimbabwean relating to Zimbabwe 
zim-bahb-wi-uhn /zim'ba:bwien/ 

Zimmer trademark walking frame 
zim-uhr /‘z1ma(r)/ 

Zinfandel wine grape variety 
zin-fuhn-del /'zinfendel/ 

zinnia daisy 
zin-i-uh /‘zmio/ 

Zion (also Sion) hill of Jerusalem 
zy-uhn /'zaran/ 

Zionism pro-Israeli movement 
zy-uh-niz-uhm /‘zatenizam/ 

zirconium chemical element 
zur-koh-ni-uhm /za:(r)'kauniam/ 

zither musical instrument 
zith-uhr /‘z1da(r)/ 

Ziua Romanian newspaper 
zee-wuh /'zi:wa/ 

zloty currency unit, Poland 
zlot-i /‘zloti/ 

zodiac astrological system 
zoh-di-ak /'zaudiak/ 

zoetrope optical toy 
zoh-it-rohp /‘zauitraup/ 

Zoffany, Johann Anglo-German 
painter 
yoh-han zof-uh-ni /jauhan ‘zpfeni/ 

Zog ruler, Albania 
zog /zng/ 

Zohar text of the Jewish Kabbalah 
zoh-har /‘zouha:(r)/ 

Zola, Emile French novelist 
ay-meel zoh-luh /e1,mi:] 'zaula/, [emil 
zola] 

* Established anglicization. 

Zollverein 19th-century German 


zorr-oh-ast-uhr /,zprav'asta(r)/ 
Zoroastrianism religion founded by 
Zoroaster 
Zorr-oh-ast-ri-uh-niz-uhm 
/ zprev'astrienizem/ 
zounds archaic interjection 
zoondz /zu:ndz/ 


A contraction of (by) God’s wounds’, 
Sometimes also pronounced zowndz. 


Zovirax trademark drug 
zoh-vy-raks /zav'vairaks/ 
Zsigmondy, Richard Austrian-German 
chemist 
rikh-art zhig-mon-di /,rica:(r)t 
‘31gmondi/ 
zucchetto priest's skullcap 
tsuuk-et-oh /tsu'ketau/ 
zucchini courgette 
zuuk-ee-ni /zu'ki:ni/ 
Zug canton, Switzerland 
tsook /tsu:k/ 


Zugspitze mountain, Germany 
tsook-shpit-suh /‘tsu:kfprtsa/ 

zugzwang forced move in chess 
zZ00g-zwang /'zu:gzwan/, German 
[‘tsu:ktsvan] 

Zuider Zee former inlet of the North 
Sea, Netherlands 
zy-duhr zee /,zaida(r) 'zi:/, 
[,zoerdar‘ze:] 
* Established anglicization. 

Zulu South African ethnic group 
zoo-loo /‘zu:lu:/ 

zum Beispiel ‘for example’ (German) 
tsuum by-shpeel /tsum ‘barfpi:l/ 


Zuni | zymurgy 


Zuni American Indian ethnic group and 
language 
zoo-ni /'zu:ni/ 


If spelled Zufii, the pronunciation is 
zoon-yi. 


Zurbaran, Francisco de Spanish 
painter 
fran-thiss-koh day thoor-barr-an 
/fran'iskau det ,6ua(r)ba'ran/ 
Zurich city and lake, Switzerland 
zyoor-ik /'zjuartk/, German ['tsy:ri¢] 
¢ Established anglicization. 
Zwickau city, Germany 
tsvik-ow /‘tsvikau/ 
zwieback rusk 
zwee-bak /‘zwi:bak/ 
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The original, German pronunciation, 
tsvee-bak, is sometimes also heard. 


Zwingli, Ulrich Swiss Protestant 
reformer 
uul-rikh tsving-li /olrig 'tsvmli/ 
Zwolle town, Netherlands 
zwol-uh /‘zwola/ 
zydeco music 
zy-duh-koh /‘zatdakeu/ 
zygote diploid cell 
zy-goht /‘zaigout/ 
Zyklon B poison gas 
zyk-lon bee /,zatklon ‘bi:/ 
zymurgy fermentation 
zy-mur-ji /‘zaima:(r)d3i/ 


